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880.  To  Mmtiga,  Nor.  12.— Iriah  potiti<»-Death  of  Sir  Miohaal  Footer    .  122 

88L  To  the  Bad  of  Hertfind,  Nor.  17.— DebateionthaKinifaSpeeeh-Wilhaaai 
tha  Co^pii— Friiilege  of  ParUament—' North  Briton '—Duel  between 
Martin  and  Wi&ea—*BMaj  on  WooMn*— Bon-mota— Lofd  flandwieh'a  piety 
— WUkeaandGhnrohiU— M.deQiiefeh7 128 

881  To  Mann,  Nor.  17.— The  parliamentaiy  eampaig»— No.  45  of  'The  North 
Briton*— IneaistiUe  aigvnieDt  of  a  nH^ty— Sir  William  Stanhope— Dnel 
between  Mr.  Martin  and  Mr.  WiUMt-Loid Sandwioh and  the  <lfaaaj  on 
Wonuui  *— Ihe  Biahop  of  QloDoeater     ••••••.      180 

888.  To  Mbntagn,  Nor.  20.— Politieal  aqnabblea— Wilkea*a  '  Bnaj  on  Woman '  •      183 

884.  TothaBariofHartfndyNoT.  25— Mr.  Oonwa/ a  Toting  againat  the  eoui— 

Unpopularity  of  the  miniatiy — ^Debatei  on  pririlege    Qnarrd  between 

Mr.  Jamee  Gienville  and  Mr.  BIgby— M.  da  Qnardiy  and  M.  FBon  •    •      185 

885.  To  theaame^  Dee.  2.— Diamiarion  of  eilieen— Opera  Qoanel— Lord  diWa 

Jagihira--Stato  of  the  Operfr— Prinoe  da  Maaaaiano— Goont  da  Sdleim— 
Iriah  politifla 189 

886.  To  Oole^  Dee.  8.— Thaakaibrliteruy  information         •        •       •        •    •      141 

887.  To  the  Barl  of  Hartford,  Dae.  O.—TruwMliona  between  General  Gonwaj  and 

Mr.  GrenTi]]»— DiamiaaalofLoid  Shelbimia  and  Gdlenel  Barrd.— Biot  aft 
fthabnnivgof 'The  North  Briton'— irakeiraittiftai^itaBt Ms  Wood     •      142 
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888.  To  Mmi%  Bao.  IS^— Mr.  WilkM— The  'BMif  <A  Weaiia*— Biolt  on  tla 

bmiiiig  of  *Tbe  Ncrtli  Bkiloi'— Tiiviapk offvrihe  miairtiy  bj  WifiM»— 
Attempb  t»Bi—iiiwftw  Mb— Lotd  tBuMitnw  Mid  Ootoml  Bmt6  Moariciff 
jyjBoa— T9i«OamtodeGiiadiqr-*Th0MiioeofBriuM«U         •       •    •      147 

889.  To  lh«  But  of  Rflrtfeird,  Dee.  16.— Oity  pefitto    UapepiikiHy  <Kf  tke 

mairtrjr— ]>ieiB!iHde— iBteilded  iHwiiiinition  of  fmkee— Itn.  BfaerMen'e 
comedy  of  the 'Dupe' •       •      149 

890.  To  tib  ttmoy  Dee.  29.— BeMea  on  Mtflege — tori  Olite*e  Jegliire— 

Aaeedotee-^The  King  «t  Droxy-lue— Frise  in  the  lotter:^— Is  BvpcT* 
'OomtedeWanrio* IM 

891.  To  the  Ber.  WHlinn  H^kaoD,  Dee.  29.— Thenking  hia  ftr  the  tolnnie  0f  Ui 

work*— PMrniievto  aend  him  Lord  Herhert  of  Cherlmxy'a  life<        •        •      158 

892.  To  Kaim,  Jan.  8. — ^A^mnneiil  of  Partiimeni— Wilkea  prafeii  Franee  to 

mavlrfrdom— The  'Baa^f  oa  Wonaaii'— PmraeB  Kidiidl— 8b  Hoaaea 
Ifaim'a  Baariaagneata— ApproMhing  aaairiageoftheHareditagyPrfaee  of 
Bmairiok  to  the  Frinoeaa  Aagnata— Another  wadding  in  emhix^— Tawdiag 
oftheHeieditaiTFrinoe.    .  •       .       . 157 

898.  To  HontagD,  Jan.  11.— "^^t  to  ladj  Suffolk- A  Kew-jeai'a  gift— X«dy 

Temple— Portrait  of  Lady  Suffolk  at  aerenty-eiz 159 

894.  To  Xataii  Jan.  18.— The  Pkiaee  of  Bnmawiek^a  popolarity^Hia  maniaf»— 

Wiikeo  OBqpeeled  to  I9pe«  la  the  Hooaa  of  Oommoaa— Hia  ezenae  ht 
remainii«  in  Pteia— Deftnoa  of  Wilkea— He  ia  eipeUed  the  Hooae— ^9ie 
PiiMe  of  Bnaawiok  St  Oovenl-Ckidan  theatre  •  «  •    •      164 

895.  To  the  Bud  of  Hertfbid,  Jan.  92r— Mt.  Ooowigr*a  oppoaftkn  to  thenhialnr 

— laalinii  of  tim  govammant  tewavda  Ua  lorddiip— Miaiatarial  diaanioa 
—Stato  of  the  Oppoaition—MaiTiage  of  Prinoe  Ferdinand  with  the  PHneaaa 
Angwrta— Hie  xeoeption  ia  Bngland— Wflkea— GhvrduB'a  'DneUiat'— 
Ban  at  Garliale-tiooaa— Proceedmga  againat  Wilkea— Diamiaaala— The  Doe 
de  Ptaiuigni'a  qnami  with  Lord  QaiHea 166 

896.  To  Coonteaa  Tampl%  Jan.- Thanka  for  entniating  her  poems  to  hk  printing- 

preaa.    K. 175 

897.  To  the  aaaM^  Jaa.  88.— BeqieetiBg  her  Uidyihip*a  poema.    K.        •       •    •      175 

898.  ToOob^  Jan.  81.— Pkiittoof  Stmwhenr mi aad  Archhiahep Hattoa  176 

899.  Tolheaame.- Mmgimti^a'inaCoiyoffirBohertWdpok'    •  .    •      176 

900.  To  Sir  IJaiU  DalrympU^  laa.  dl.— Thanka  for  eonectlona  61  the  '  Aneodotee 

of  Pidnting*— London  bcekaellexa •        •      177 

901.  To  the  Bari  of  Hertford,  Feh.  6.— The  dder-bill— Debatea  ea  priWlcge— 

Gharlea  Townahend'a  hQD-mo^--Bbat  India  aflUra— Dne  di  Peeqaigny^ 
epiaode 178 

902.  To  the  aame^  Feb.  15.— Qieti  dehatea  In  the  Houae  of  Commomi  oa  general 

wairaato— Duel  between  the  Dubt  de  Pee^nigny  and  IL  Yfaetle— ^Formi* 
dable  irr^t'iR  of  the'  Oppoaitiwi  OJfj  r^JoMnga'  ^Tr*^  ehaagm  ia 
thelllniatnr       •        •        •        * 182 

903.  To  Mean,  FMn  20.    Oalaaie  ef  imkei^a  papen— Debate  oa  the  laVeet  ia 

theHoaaaef  Obmiaii    fwmldaMo  a^Aority-^ttonMy-Oeaeral  Bottoa 

— PoUtiealtaDMBt-ThePfelaaeia^flfodaaa-TlwDdtoofTeck      •    •     198 
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tot  TaOr  BATid  Daliymp^  Fek  S8.*-«  iMadUil^  of  Pymtbg*— OompkMta  ol 

ilw  OMwlawnm  of  artlfli  and  npod^  of  bookatUin      .       •       •       •      19ff 

Ml  TfttiM  Karl  of  Hetftferd,  FeK  ^4.— iCoia||aiiii  in  tine  Hopae  of  Loida  of  a 
book oaUod  'Droit  lo  Boy/^^ilkn'a  triala for  <Tlio  North  Briton*  and 
tho  'BMay  on  Woman*— Tottering  itato  of  the  minlatiT^-Mriw  Anne 
PiU'ihan W 

900.  To  Gkoerenor  Bedfind,  Feb.  89.— Transmitting  monqr  to  poor  priaonenk    N.      800 

907.  To  Gde^  Haroh  8.^-Thanha  for  aono  prinle  and  the  loan  of  mannaoripti  300 

908.  T^  tl^  Bail  of  HMSnd,  Koffoh  11.— GkAbridfo  UniTCnitraleotioB  for  h«|^- 

Btawaid— Debate  m  the  bodget— Lord  Bate*a  nagocJatJona  ■  The  Dnoheaa 

of  QoeenabttiT'a  ball— Aibira  of  Indiar-K.  HelTetins  •    •      801 

909.  To  Mann,  Manh  18.— Dei^th  of  Lord  Malpaa— Lad/  ICalpaa— Death  of  Loid 

Hardwieke^  Lord  Townahsnd,  and  Lord  Maoohefleld— The  Oppoiition — 
ICr.  Pitt  eonilned  irith  the  goat— Mr.  Toike  and  Ohariea  Townahend— 
Tht  abdieated  fcfowite-  Lord  OHto— Lord  BnrfringbamaMra  in  Bnaita 
Bipeoted  death  of  Madame  Pompadonr 808 

910.  To  the  Barl  ef  Hertford,  Maidi  18.— De«lh  of  Loid  Malpaa  and  of  Lord 

Townahead— LwdOtifi^alaghiFe    QaoifiSelwyn'aaeoideat  •    .      807 

911.  To  tte  aame,  Mnvh  87.— Unoertain  atale  of  poKtlfla— D^Bon'a  pnbUenlion  of 

the  Dae  de  myamoi^a  private  kMen— Lib«^  of  the  praaa— Lady 
Oaidigan*s  ball— Bon-mot  of  Lady  Ball  Fineh 809 

918.  To  CaiarieB  Ghnnhill,  Baq.,  Manh  87.— Death  of  Lord  Malpaa— M.  de 
Chwrchy — D^Boa'a  pamphlet — ^Bffiea^  of  Jamea*a  powder — Be-appearanoe 
of  Lord  Bote 818 

918.  To  the  Barl  of  Hertford,  April  5.— WBkai^a  anapeeted  Ubd  on  the  Barl— 
OmuM^t  UniT«raitiy  eleetioB— Jemmy  Twitoher^Lord  lotfteHoB'f  zeeon- 
eiliation  with  Mr.  Pitt^Lord  Bath  at  Conrt— Biahop  Warborton  and 
Hoivetina' 816 

914.  To  Mann,  AfiU  9.  Baeeption  by  fir  Hocaee  Mann  of  the  Doke  of  York— 
The  Chevalier  D'Bon^a  literfoy  war  withNif«moi%  Praalin  and  anenhy— 
Walpoli^a  opinion  of  modem  Fhmee — ^Maniage  of  Lord  Deheetei'a  danghter 
to  (VBrien  the  aetor— Lord  Saadwidi'a  oonteat  at  Ounbridge— The  Galleiy 
at  Stravbarxy  Hin .818 

916.  TothaBari  af  Herlfaid,  April  18.— Paity  abnaa— Gharaetar— Udy  SnMn 
Fox'a  man^  vith  (/Brian  tha  aotor— Beat  India  afiaiia— Pi^ieoted 
maniagea    B^^eeted  ehangea    Oonfaaion  at  the  India-hflnaa  •       •       •     880 

916.  To  OoH  Apia  18.— Hia  own  portrait  by  M'AidaU        .       «       •  .888 

917.  To  OoBwmy,  April  19.— On  Mr.  Oonway'a  dJamiail  ikam  aU  hia  empl^jmenta     888 

918.  ^  the  Aurl  of  Hertford,  April  80.— On  Mr.  Oonwa/a  diamiaial  fit>m  all  hia 

ampkymenta— PolitiQal  pranoliona  and  ebangaa    Proaeontion  of  XTBon— 
Beat  India  aftdn 884 

919.  To  Omway,  April  81.— On  Mr.  Oonwa/a  dinianl-Offni  him  half  hia 

fortoaa 817 

980.  Tha  aame  to  tha  Bad  of  HartiKd,  April  88.— Qifli«  hia  iroMiw  an  aeao—t 
of  hia  total  diamianl  fooaa  tha  Xfni^a  aarviaa  for  Ui  voMin  tim  HoMa  of 
Oommona    ••••«««*«»*»888 
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921.  To  Gonirfty,  Apiril  24.—^  ICr.  Oonwa/i  dimiiiil 281 

922.  The  same  to  the  B«zl  of  Hertford,  Umj  1.— Oo^Jeetiires  m  to  the  eaiue  of 

his  (timniiMftt •        •        •       •        •      S81 

928.  ToMantagn,  Ma7lO.--Piirehuesofpiotareifrom?eDthiir8t         •        •    •      189 

924.  To  Ifium,  Ubj  14.— Bntertainmente  giTen  to  the  Duke  of  Tock  in  Itdj— 

Mr.  GoiLw»7  depriTod  of  all  his  employments — ^D'Bon's  hook — ^His  Blander 

of  Madame  de  Ghierohy •      284 

925.  To  the  Barl  of  Hertford,  May  27.— On  tha  Bail's  position,  in  eonsequenee  of 

Mr.  Oonirmy's  dismiiwal — ^FromotiCM  and  ohangas 886 

926.  To  Thomas  Ktt,  June  5.— Mr.  Conway's  diwmissaT,  and  Mr.  GrenYiHe^s 

oondooi.    N. 288 

927.  To  Gonway,  Jnne  5. — On  Mr.  Conway's  dismissal— ^Answer  to  the  'Address 

tothePnUie' 848 

928.  To  the  Barl  of  Hertfind,  Jnne  8.<— Lord  TkiTistodk's  eonrtsh^and  marriage 

The  Meeklenhoi^  Conntesi— Bon-mol         • 247 

929.  To  Mann,  June  8.— The  Taeant  Bed  Bibhon— Mr.  (afterwards  Sir  IViDiam) 

Hamilton— The  Vox  of  esscnees  Marriage  of  Lord  Taristoek  to  Lady 
Blisabeth  Keppel— Aneodote  of  King  Stanislans  and  Madame  de  BooiBen     249 

980.  To  Montagu,  Jnne  18. — ^Aeooontof  apaityatSteawhetTy  •  •  280 

981.  Tothesame,7n]y  16.— 'Life  of  Lord  Herbert '—Lady  Templets  poems  •    •  281 

982.  ToCoK  Jn]yl6^Lord<HcriMrt'8Life' 288 

988.  ToZooefa,  Jn]y21.— Barte*!  •OvsteTna' 258 

984.  ToCdle^  Jn]y21.— 'Lifeof  LordHflriMrt' 254 

985.  To  Mann,  Jnly  27. — The  Dnke  of  Torit— Lady  Temple— If  Bon  found 

guilty- De  Chierohy's  departnre  —  Ciarloriakl,  Fteiatowaki^  sod  Mr. 
Conway 255 

986.  To  Grosrenor  Bedford,  Jnly  80. — Hie  Manna— Transmitting  mom^  for  poor 

prisoners.    N. •      256 

987.  To  the  Bad  of  Hertford,  Ang.  8.— Instability  of  the  Ministry— I>eter- 

mination  to  qnit  party — ^Begrets  that  the  Barl  did  not  espouse  Mr. 
Conway's  eanse  Consegnsnees  of  Lord  Batons  eondnot— The  Qneen's 
intended  risit  to  Strawberry— A  dinner  with  the  Dnke  of  Kewoastle— 
Fraeas  at  TnmbridgeWeUt—* Address'  on  Mr.  Conway's  dismtsrion— 
WaJpole's 'OranterAddnes' 256 

988.  To  Mann,  Ang.  18.— Dearth  of  newa— Turk's  Island— Abnpt  rstnxn  of  the 

Dnke  of  York- Death  of  Sir  John  Bernard  and  Mr.  Lsgga— Stanialans  IL 
—Catherine  of  Bnssia 268 

1;39.  To  Montagu,  Aug.  16. — ^A  nrj  HoUander  in  cleanliness  •  •  •  •  265 
940.  To  the  Bwl  of  Hertford,  Aug.  27.— Death  of  Mr.  Leg|»-49eiaure  of 
Turk's  Ishnd— Visit  to  Sion— Ministerial  ehangea— Murder  of  the  Omr 
iTan— Mr.  Conway's  dismission — Generous  oifer  of  the  Bari— Fanwell  to 
politioa— Lord  Mansfield's  riolenee  against  the  press  Conduct  of  the 
Duke  of  Bedford— Ofurtnrss  to  Mr.  Pitt— Beduse  life  of  their  Migestiea 
— Court  eeonomy— Dissensions  in  the  Houseof  Grafton—- Kaney  Persons — 
Death  of  Sir  John  Barnard— OondMt  of  Mr.  Gmrille    •       •       •       •     261 
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941.  To?riniAmFi^l«f.».-^*UftoriiatdH«talorGh«r1mi7     •       .    •      87S 

042.  To  Cdlfl^  Avg.  29— Tiur  tlM  iMinitf 272 

MS.  To  Ocmwftj,  Sept.  1.— Bndming  a  nply  to  Wilpok^i  'OooBt«  AddiMi '— 

Lidy  iddnburj*!  piotnn^  ezMuted  in  wonteds 27S 

944.  To  Pr.  ffizoh,  Sopt.  S.— Thanki  for  tlio  oopy  of  »  lotter  from  Sr  WilluuB 

HoftetofStJnliaii 274 

945.  To  tlio  Bori  of  Hoifiad,  Oet.  &  — Mftdimo   do  Bonfflon  And   OlWor 

QramweU-Jaaui  tlw  Sooond'a  JonnnU- UlnoiB  of  tho  Dnlco  of  Deron* 
■hiro—FoIly  of  being  vnlinppy 276 

949.  To  OoBwny,  Oelb  ff.— UnikToaimUe  ftato  of  pnblio  aflaui— Beflectioni  on  liia 

Inrtliday 278 

947.  Tb  ThoDM  Wsrton,  OdL  9.— Portnito  of  MngMVi  Qnan  of  Sootlnnd— 

Choiloo  BnndoB  and  Ootlmino  Howard.    K« 279 

948.  To  Otmwmj,  Ool.  18.— Death  of  tho  Dnka  of  Dofondiiro— ffia  boqnvt  to 

Mr.  Oooway— IHiiwnwaidodintUawofld 280 

949.  To  Ilann,  Oet  21.— London  dMorted— Deatli  of  the  Boko  of  Befonahiro— 

IBmh  of  tlio  Bnko  of  Giunberiand— Tbe  Ovdinal-Bnko  of  York— Ftuiaeea 

lor  tlio  goat  280 

950.  To  Goniray,  Oet  29.— Hooming  Ibr  tbo  Bnko  of  BoTonaUro— Bep^  of  a 

poor  man  inBedlam— fitory  of  Sir  Fletoliflr  Vorton  and  his  mother  •  282 

951.  To  tho  Barl  of  Hertford,  Nor.  1.— Hio  BdLO  of  Beronahire'i  legMy  to 

Mr.  OoBiray^— lady  Harriet  Wentworth*i  marriage  irith  her  footman:^ 
UnpopvlarityoftheGourt 288 

952.  To  Colo,  Not.  8— Toer  the  painter 287 

958.  To  tho  Barl  of  Hertfori,  Not.  9.— Aimoaiiring  hia  intended  ririt  to  Pkrii— 

Adien  to  poUtka 287 

954.  To  iMly  Horr^y,  Nor.  10.— Thanka  for  aomo  piloharda     ....      290 

95&  To  Mann,  9or.  15y— Death  of  Ohniebin  tho  poet— Hie  liteiaiy  oharaoter— 
D'Bon  and  Do  Yeigy— (Nor.  25)— Flight  of  D'Boo— Death  of  Sir  Tkonaa 
Clarke^  Maater  of  tho  Bolla— Hia  aaooonoi^Manaoli-Tho  Bnko  of 
Tork-Prinoo  WlBiam  oreated  Dnko  of  Qkmoeatei^Befleetion       •       •      291 

956.  To  tho  Bari  of  HertfoH,  Nor.  25.— Tho  Operar-Maaaoii— Bliai^Toadneel— 

— irBon'a  fight- WUkeira  ontkvry— OhnxoUU'a  death— ICniaterial 
ehaBgea—Oljooto  of  hia  intended  joQinqr  to  Btfia  .      ^.    •      298 

957.  To  the  aame^  Deo.  8.— Miniaterial  chaagea    Separation  in  tho  honae  of 

Gnfton— The  Doko  of  Kin«rton  and  Miaa  Ohndleigh— Goneapondenoo 
between  Mr.  Legge  and  Lord  Bote— Mr.  Bnnnin^a  pamphlet  on  the 
'DoetrinooflAbela'— Mn.  AnnPiU'abaU 297 

958.  To  Montago,  Deo,  16.— fltate  of  the  town— Mr.  Danning'a  pamphki* 

'LoidHerbertfaUfo* 801 

959.  To  Mann,  Deo.  20.— Mr.  Torko— Death  of  Dr.  Stone,  Frimate  of  Ireland, 

hia  oharaeter  Sepaiatifln  of  the  Doko  and  Docheea  of  Gnfton— The 
Dnke  of  Tork'a  ball-^omteeae  do  Bonfflera— Aneedote— Fieneh  mode  of 
thinkng— Madama  de  Kaanmont— Biohaitbon 808 

980.  ToMotttago,  Deo.  24«— Wsthapraaentofbooka    ••••..      806 


Ml.  T*  the  Sul  of  Hirtibva,  hm.  10.-«4lMlfa«  «r  PMlteMal— DelMda  in  41m 

Hoiunof  CommoiiBontlMAiddreM       •••••••      807 

962.  To  liaaii,  Jail  IS.— Opoung  of  PariiAnwni— Tho  Addrow    Kr.  CkmvAy 

and    Mr*   GfonTiDe — ^Lord  Cfzanby— QaeBticn  of  QenenJ   Wamots — 

ApproMhing  maniigo  In  the  Eoyal  Fomily—Intended  wedding  between 

Lord  Slielbnrne  and  Ledy  Sophia  CSuieret— BwOe  in  the  Oabinei— The 

'  new  Frimate  of  Iidand--Sit  William  Pjrnaen«rileg«7  to  Ifr.  Pitt    •  810 

068.  To  the  Bar!  of  Hertford,  Jan.  80.— SrWUlinmP>naeDt*t  heqneet  to  Mr.  PitI 
— Beported  death  of  Ladj  Hertfind— Death  of  Lady  Haroonzi— Coodnet 
of  Qhariee  Townahend— ConpIMPon  Chariei  Torke     •       •       •  •      818 

9H.  To  the  aaneb  Jan.  27.— Dehatei  on  the  anny  eetimatee— ffir  WiSlam  Pyn- 
■enVa  legacy  to  Ifr.  Fitt— Doel  betwe6n  Loid  Byxtm  and  Mr.  Chaworth-— 
LadyTownshend*aamrt— <Clk0aeelOlnnto*--Mxi.Qiifttha*i  «Ffaitonie 
Wife'        . I       •       .       •      816 

065.  To  Mann,   FM>.  11.— Debate  on  the  qneition  of  QeBtnl  Warranto— The 

minority—Golond  Bwr4— Loid  flandwiob-Mr.  Fft^-nAppmahing  trial 
ofLotdByvon— BariBvkel^ ..820 

066.  To  the  Barl  of  Hertfeid,  Feb,  12.— Debatee  on  the  Ameriflan  Stamp  Ael— 

Petition  of  the  perriwig-niakeiB— Almaok*a  new  AaaemUy-room— Williama 
the  reprinter  of  'The  Nerth  Briton'  pilloried— Wietdhed  oondition  of  the 
adminiamtion 822 

067.  To  Monlago,  Feb.  lO,— Congratoktiom  on  hie  health  aod  oheeHU  apirite— 

Beoommenda  him  to  qnit  hia  eonntiy  aolitode — Contemplated  viiit  to  Faria 
. — ^And  letirement  .from  Perllament  and  political  eonneetiona — ^Bnnio 
poetry— Mallet^a  'Northern  Antiqnitiea'— Lord  Byion'a  trial— Anti- 
qnariim  Sodety  •       •        •       '• 826 

068.  To  Cole,  Feb.  28.— Plantug  and  gardening— FnbUcation  of  'The  Outle  of 

Otfanto*       ..;...:;...•      827 

060.  To  the  aame^  Mareh  0.— Ori|^  of  *The  Oaatle  of  Otnmto'— Oration  to  hia 
friend  reepeoting  hii  M88.— Ooneeqneneaa  of  the  Droit  d*Anbaine— Dr. 
Peny'i  •  Beliqmei  of  Andent  BngUah  Poetry'— Old  Baliada  Beaamond'B 
Bower— Ambition  and  Contint 828 

070.  To  Dr.  Joeeph  Warton,  Mareh  16.— With  n  oopy  of  'The  Caitle  of  Otnnto* 

and  wwemmendlng  M.  de  Sade'i  '  life  of  Petwtteh.'    N 881 

071.  To  Menaiev  tile  de  Beawm»t»  Maieb  18.— 'Tim  CWtle  of  Otnwto'— 

Madame- de  Beaamont*a 'Letten  of  theMatqniadeBooeUe'— OhwehiU 

and  Dryden— Btfwta  of  Biehaidaon'a  norala  ••••••      882 

072.  To  the  Bari  of  Heitferd,  Mareh  26.— Ooimt  de  Qnerdiy's  pretended  oon- 
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theGerandan— Favoonbkieoeption  of  'The  Outle  of  Otnnto'— Bon-mot 
— StraitaofThermopybe.        •••••••..      884 

078.  ToMann,MHeh26.— 45eriou8lllneaioftheKing--TheI>nke«fOnmberiand 
— Behonaloff— Lord  Bnekiagham— WalpoVa  peepooed  jovney  to  Pteia— 
The  wild-beaat  in  the  GtfMidaB— Wiftea  at  Bome         •       •       •       •      887 
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Oliaala* .       .      UZ 
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Boiaoaiad  iilmmwa  fliati  of  failtai  Luid  Btyion'o  aoqaittalr-Tba  Paka 
of  Oamtelaadf ■  fflnoii  Batya  Blizir— Ptor  BOl— Lord  Hiachiabrook'i 
aanlafli 84i 

978.  To  mt  David  DaliympH  April  21;—*  Tha  GaaUa  of  <Hnnto*-^ld  Btfladhl 

— GoBfolationaofaalboniUp        •       •       • 849 

979.  To  tha  Bad  of  Hortlordi  Maj  ff.— Pkooeedlagi  ia  tha  Rotiao  of  Lovdi  oa  Iha 

Barney  Bin •••••••      848 

980i  To  Mtta,  Maj  11.— latradwiaf  Mr.  StMil^,  oaa  of  tho  Loida  of  iha 

Admiral^ ••        ...      888 

981.  To  thaBul  of  Hartinid,  May  18.— Ph)oeodiBgi  In  tha  Hoaaa  of  Common*  on 

AhoBnyn^  BjB— Tha  Pfinoaai  Dowigor  oxdadod  from  tha  Bogoncy  .    •       853 

988.  ToMaa%Mayl4.— TridofLoid9|xoafarki]]faifMr.  Ghawarthbadaal 
-^^BOa  aataittal  Htiaim  rilaatton  of  paUk  ofcifi  Boa-mot  of  Monnaar 
Gharigaj— Piaoarioaama  of  tha  Kiaifa  haalth— Froriaioa  Inra  nfncy^ 
Ptety  a«tort  on  tUa  aaldMl— Mr.  Stanky^Macriace  of  Sir  Horaeo 
MaM'aaiphMr 857 

988.  TothoBMafHartftH^HayiOi— Tha  KIh  ^Uda  tha  Parihuaaat  to  ha 
ptaroKnodr-Aa  Daha  ofOamhwliad  oadmad  lo  larmaiiavadmlaiilntion 
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Mr*  Oonway  mtorad  to  tho  Kini^i  fikToar— BxtnTagmit  tnma  diotatod 
Vy  tha  Miniakan  to  iha  King-ataart  MaekamWi  lamotal— MiiMarial 
dbangoa  and  iqaabUea 888 

984.  To  Maaa,  May  85.— Bva  of  a  otril  wai^Tamnlt  hj  tha  w«aTe»— Tho  ricA 

qaaOad— Tha  Kini^i  intotifln  ta  diamin  hia  Mlaiatera-Jfr.  Pitl'f  vehnl 
of  adminiftnktion— Tha  old  lOniitoa  ratidaod— Tflnai  diaaadod  by  them 
^toda  of  diridon  and  Mimority^Tha  Plidaoo  PittI— Baflootion— Mi; 
WQkM-^OhnnhiU,  Mr.  Pitti  and  Ghariai  Towadiand— WalpoloPa  wkh  «c 
laliail  ftm  piMai 870 

985.  T6  Mbatoga,  May  5BL— PtooatdJagi  on  the  Bagony  Bfll^Mfnlotiiilil  aqaah- 

btai  nd  ehMgea— Mr.  BwAl^o  poam— Ba^vofwiMagpolilioal  pane- 
gyiioiorMtiraH--UaoionthoFoaBtBinTraa.lnthaOnaiyUaada  878 

9M.  To  tha  nmii  Jane  10.— A  paity  at  tuaheiij    Cinmai  Bihwileff 

NiiiiyefhriBgapriTatenaa-4iwfatitndaof^jaophaati     .       ...      875 
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987.  To  lady  Harqr,  June  11. — ^Apdogj  ^  not  writing— Eogratt  »t  being  oinM 
baekwaidi  sad  ftrwirdito  lialli  and  lappen—BaiolvkloDa  of  growing  old 
and  staid  at  firaiHMore  •.      •       •  •       •    •      876 


888.  !ro  Maan,  June  26.— Dislneted  state  of  tiie  ooontqr— ^jmmb  ^ 

The  I[in8^8  ooldneBS  to  hie  Ifimeten— Lord  Temple^e  eKtraoidinaxy  dedans 
tion—- Anticipated  new  administration— Walpole'e  distaste  Ibr  pofitie%  and 
lamentation  for  the  IcMB  of  his  trawniilii^ 877 


888.  To  Hontagn,  June.— GontradiotiDg  a  report  of  his  dangerous  illness    •    •      878 

880.  To  Gonway,  Jnly  8.— Progress  of  his  illnesB— Bflbets  of  the  goni— Dreams 

and  rereries— Madame  de  Benthetm  •        •  •        .       .        •        •  878 

881.  To  the  GonntesB  ofSaifoOc,  JnlyS.— Stale  of  his  health— Lady  Blandlbrd      .  880 

882.  To  the  same,  Jniy  8.— The  new  Ministry— Condaot  of  Charles  Townshend   .  881 
888.  To  Montagu,  Jnly  11.— Change  of  the  Ministry— The  Bockingham  Adminia- 

talion 882 

884  ToMaan,  Jnly  12.— Walpole  afflicted  with  the  goni— Liberty  of  the  post- 
Mr.  Conway's  promise  toQflhing  the  red  riband  for  Sir  Horaoe  Mann — The 
four  tyrsnta— Treachery  of  Lord  Temple— Mr.  Pitt— Change  in  the 
Ministry- Walpole^s  lore  of'priTaey  and  qniet— New  offioers  of  state— 
SniddeoftheDnkeofBoltoii^LordSaiidwiehaiidhiswifc     .        •       •      888 

885.  To  Mootago,  Jnly  28.— Kefleotions  on  loss  of  youth— Bntraaee  into  old  age 
through  the  gate  of  infirmity — ^A  month's  oonftnement  to  a  sick  bed  » 
stinging  lesson — Whiggism       .•.••••••      885 

890.  To  Mann,  Jnly  80. — ^Fdse  report  respecting  Sr  Horaoe  Mann— The  new 
Oppositioa— Lord  Hertfind!s  aniral  in  town— WalpoteTs  determinatifln  to 
retire  i^fom  pontics      .        •        .       •        • 887 

887.  To  Mann,  Aug.  12.— Beiections  on  the  goui— The  Bed  Biband— Lord  Saad- 

wieh*s  abusiTe  libels— Ministerial  ehaagea—The  Duke  of  Newcastle  and 
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istiott  of  Papacy  by  the  PMendei's  eldest  son— Madame  de  Boohfort's 
bon-mot— Instability  of  the  Boman  Chuiuh — The  Duke  of  Pann%— Iiies 
and  blundere  of  the  London  newspapers 888 

888.  To  Montagu,  Aug.  28.— Death  of  Lady  Barbara  Montagu— Old  friends  and 

new  fiwee — ^A  strange  story— MotiTes  fbr  rerisiting  P^uia— The  Fieneh 
reformaticn — Churehes  and  oonTents — ^Adieu  to  politics .        •       •       •      881 

888.  To  Msnn,  Aug.  27.— Bepresentation  to  General  Conway  on  behalf  of  Sr 
Hence  Mann— Walpole  going  to  Paris— His  fear  that  he  shall  not  be  able 
to  reach  Italy — ^The  marine  belt— Mysterious  event  in  Qrosrenor  Square- 
Curious  Siting  of  Ghuham,  the  apothecary 881 

1000.  To  Montsgu,  Aug.  81. — ^Dropping  oif  and  separation  of  friendt— Pleasant 

antieipatioas  i^m  his  risit  to  Paris— BeviTal  of  old  ideas— Stupifying 
effiscts  of  Bichardson'snoTels  on  the  French  nation         .        •        .        .      886 

1001.  To  the  Barl  of  Straffind,  Sept  8.— MotiTeo  of  his  joan^  to  Paris— Death 

of  the  Bmperor  of  Germany— <  My  last  Sally  into  the  World'  ...      897 

1002.  To  Lady  Herrey,  Sept  8.— Thanks  Ibr  letten  of  introduolicii^Modem 

French  Bteratnre 898 

1008.  ToOoK  Sept.  5.— Inrittng  him  to  tisit  Puis 400 

1004.  To  Grcsrenor  Bedford,  Sq»t  6.-T^ikiog  leavv  befoiv  starting  fiir  PtaisL  N.      401 
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1001  fo  Cmway,  Stpfc.  ll.-J«mMy  to  A  wUwi^Wnta^  irilk  Udy  Muy  OdIm 
— Bologne— DmflMM  of  Dcmglw    A.  droll  vaj  of  Wing  cUif 
A  French  abwrdi^— Walmrt-toew    ClhnaiOttt"-Th>  Dm  d«  KtiJi 
AnitalatPteii 401 

lOOtf.  To  Liidy  HcrToj,  8epl  14.— fiilvtaiy  aAoli ofMijoonny  ftidigimyi^ 
Ptajaan  diri— Fmeh  Oper»— ItoUan  Oomtdj-^ChMilUlj— XDnen  of  the 
DraphiB— Mr.  DftTid  Hobm  the  nod*  si  Pinis— MeadainM  da  Xonaao^ 
d'BgMoat^  and  da  Briwma    Wymphaofthatinrtwa     •       .       •       •      408 

1007.  ToGolfl^SepL  18.--AdTioazeapeelin(]iiBjoiiniflgrtoFluia        ...     406 


1008.  To  IContagii,  Sept  22. — Ingratltiida— Amnaementa— Frenehaoeletj— Modaof 

fiTiBg— Mneie— Stage^Lo  Kaln— Tha  Dmnenil—ChandTal— Italian 
Oomedj^Haileqiim— Frea-t]un]dnf--GonT«aation-— Th^  Bafana— Ad- 
mlTation  of  Kfahaydaon  and  Hama— Dreai  and  ayiipagea  Pariiamaatta 
andflieifSjr-— BifiMlaof  eompaaj 409 

1009.  To  Kym,  8epl»  20«— Walpola  in  Ftala— HJa  ralnotanoa  to  pnftr  a  new  ioli- 
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— ^French  eozio^  aa  to  Bngliah  afiura— The  Kew  Ckmrt  at  Florenoa— 

Dearth  of  eranta— -Bafledtion— Sir  Jamea  Mandonald     .       ...      408 

1010.  To  Lady  Harr^Ti  Oet  8.— HOtol  da  CaniaTalat--Madama  QaoiUn— Hia 
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King  and  Qnaen— Tha  Meadamaa— Tha  Danphin  and  Danphineaa— Wild 
iMaatofthaQerandan— -Ur.  Hana.  Stanl«j 411 

1011.  ToCOkvt^  Oot  8. — ^F/anoh  Vannara— Their  anthora    Style  of  oonTareation 
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Dne  da  Berri— Count  da  FroTanoa— Count  d'Artola— Duo  and  DnehaaM 
da  Frtalin-— Due  and  ^cheiae  da  Ohoiaaal— Due  da  Biahalian  418 

1012.  To  Conway,  Oot  0.— FMseh  aoeialy— A  aiq^per  at  Madame  daDeffiuid*a— 
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ma.  To  Lady  Herrey,  Ook  18.— Attack  of  tha  goat— Cnpid  and  death— Allan 
Bamaay,  tha  painter— Madame  Geofrin— Common  aenaa— Doe  de  IHrer- 

-Lady  Maiy  Ohabot— PoUtioa 410 


1014.  To  Montaga,  Get.  10.— nineaa  at  Paria— Viait  from  WBkea— The  Dnmanil 

— QnadTat-FMaident  Bbumh 421 

lOU.  To  the  Coonteai  of  BdbSk^  Oet  16.— Fontaineblean— Due  de  Bieheliea— 
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HORACE   WALPOLE 


7M.    TO  SIB  HORACfi  MANN. 

^rawberry  BtiU,  June  20, 1761 

I  SHALL  certainly  execute  your  oommisBiODS  cheerfullyy  punctuallyi 
and  on  the  terms  you  desire :  the  Annual  Begisters,  I  mean  the 
historic  part»  are  incomparable.  The  Oratorios,  aa  Mr.Morrice 
rightly  advises,  I  will  choose  by  proxy ;  for,  as  he  and  you  know, 
I  have  not  only  very  little  music  in  me,  but  the  company  I  keep  are 
&r  firom  Handelians. 

Have  you  not  felt  a  pang  in  your  royal  capacity  P  Seriously,  it ' 
has  been  dreadful,  but  the  danger  is  over,  llie  King  had  one  of 
tihe  last  of  these  strange  and  universally  epidemic  colds,  which, 
however,  have  seldom  been  fatal :  he  had  a  violent  cough,  and 
oppression  on  his  breast,  which  he  concealed,  just  as  I  had ;  but  my 
He  was  of  no  consequence,  and  having  no  physicians  in  ordinary,  I 
was  cured  in  four  nights  by  Jameses  Powders,  without  blee^ng. 
The  King  was  blooded  seven  times,  and  had  three  blisters.  Thank 
Gk)d,  he  is  safe,  and  we  have  escaped  a  confusion  beyond  what  was 
ever  known,  but  on  the  accession  of  the  Queen  of  Scots-^nay,  we 
have  not  even  the  successor  bom.  Fazakerley,'  who  has  lived  long 
oiough  to  remember  nothing  but  the  nonsense  of  the  law,  main- 
tained, according  to  their  wise  tenets,  that  as  the  King  never  diei^ 
the  Duke  of  York  must  have  been  proclaimed  King,  and  then  been 
onproclaimed  again  on  the  Queen's  delivery.    We  have  not  evaii 

^Kkfaolii  Faakeri^y  Eiq.,  an  eminent  Toiy  Lawyer,  lee  voL  i.  p.  180.-> 
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any  standing  law  for  fhe  regency ;  but  I  need  not  paint  to  yon  all 
the  difficulties  there  would  have  been  in  our  situation. 

The  new  Administration  begins  tempestuously.  My  father  was 
not  more  abused  after  twenty  years  than  Lord  Bute  is  in  twenty 
days.  Weekly  papers  swarm,  and  like  other  swarms  of  insects, 
sting.  The  cry  you  may  be  sure  is  on  his  Soot-hood.  Lord 
HaJ^Gaz  *  is  made  First  Lord  of  the  Admiraliy,  but  will  keep  Ire- 
land fer  some  timOi  as  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  appoint  a  new 
Lord-lieutenant  this  twelvemonth.  He  is  popular  with  the  mer- 
chants, so  that  at  least  this  promotion  does  not  offend. 

Our  great  expedition  were  all  well  at  Martinico,  and  had  lost  but 
sixteen  men.  Lord  Albemarle  carried  thence  nine  thousand  men. 
We  are  very  sanguine,  and  reckon  the  Havannah  ours;  but  we 
shall  not  know  it  at  least  before  the  end  of  next  month. 

I  smiled  at  your  idea  of  our  tear  taUh  Spain  lying  in  Portugal,  as 
our  tMr  wUh  Uranee  does  in  Oermanjf*  The  latter  is  dormant,  and 
yet  I  do  not  think  the  peace  advances.  Our  allies,  the  Portuguese, 
behave  wofiilly.  I  don't  know  what  spirit  Count  La  lippe,'  who 
is  still  here,  will  transport  to  them  from  Westphalia :  he  is  to  com- 
mand ike  Portuguese,  and  Lord  Tyrawley  the  English. 

This  is  a  diminutive  letter,  but  you  excuse  duodecimos  in  summer. 


m.    TO  SIB  HORACE  MANN. 

Strawberry  HiU,  /Wy  1, 1762. 

I  nsvKB  attempt  to  tell  you  the  first  news  of  a  battle  in  Germany, 
which  must  always  reach  you  before  it  can  arrive  here  and  be  sent 
toFlorence.  I  scarcely  ought  to  call  it  a  battle,  though  it  is  a 
victory  for  us ;  but  the  French  (to  speak  in  Gibber's'  style)  have 
outran  their  usual  outrunnings.  Their  camp  was  ill-guarded,  and 
Prince  Ferdinand  surprised  ii  At  first  their  cavalrynuuie  a  decent 
show  of  advancing,  but  soon  turned  and  fied.  Stainville  flung  Huee 
diousand  men  into  a  wood  to  cover  their  retreat ;  they  were  all 

^  Geoige  Xonlagn,  third  and  last  Bsrl  of  HalifiuL— Walpoul 
'  Comte  de  U  Idppe  had  been  bom  in  England,  hia  iathtf  and  mother  bdng  here 
in  the  reign  of  Geoige  L— Walpolb. 

*  Gibber,  in  the  Prelaoe  to  hia '  Provoked  Husband,'  said,  "  Mia  Oldfield  had  ovV- 
done  her  nsnal  ontdoinga."— Walpoul  Cibber^a  ezpreaaion  is,  she  "  oatdid  her  uanal 
cveeUenee.*  Then  la  a  Uae^  however,  aitribated  by  Swrage  or  Pope  to  Gibber,  whieh 
nna  thna^^ 

Her  own  ontdoinga  to  ootdo. 
^A  OoOecHon  qf  Pieea  oeoarifmed  h$  ihe  Ihmoiad,  ava  1791— OmnraBAii. 
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iaken,  wiih  aboye  one  hundred  and  forty  offioen ;  he  himaelf  is 
belieyed  slain.  Our  loss  was  trifling;  two  hundred  and  fiffy 
men,  a  Captain  Middleton  killed ;  and  Colonel  Heniy  Townshend, 
a  brave  spirited  young  fellow  of  parts,  youngest  son  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Townshend.*  The  French  grenadiers  raved  against  their  oommandersy 
who,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  shift  off  the  blame  on  each  other, 
quarrel,  and  pass  the  campaign  in  altercation.  D'Etrees  will  not  make 
Broglio  appear  a  worse  general  than  Soubuse.  Lord  Gbanby  is  much 
commanded.  My  chief  joy  arises  fromknowing  Mr.  Conway  is  safe. 

Poor  Lady  Ailesbury  is  just  arrived,  and  this  is  the  first  taste  of 
the  peace  she  promised  herself.  Unless  the  French  now  despair  of 
Germany,  where  their  fairest  prospect  lay,  I  should  think  this  action 
likely  to  continue  the  war;  and  I  don't  doubt  but  Prince 
Ferdinand  hoped  it  would.  He  had  much  ground  to  regain  here, 
and  has  now  revived  the  passions  of  the  people,  who  will  not  be 
eager  for  peace  on  die  morrow  of  a  victory,  nor  be  very  reasonable 
after  repeated  successes.  Lord  Bute's  situation  is  unpleasant : 
misfortunes  would  remind  us  of  Mr.  Pitf  s  glory  ;  advantages  will 
stiffen  us  against  accepting  even  such  a  peace  as  he  rejected  ;  and, 
I  think,  two  Havannahs  lost  will  not  weigh  with  the  Spaniards 
agaiDst  their  rapid  progress  in  Portugal :  the  recovery  of  that 
diadem  will  soothe  their  pride  more  than  any  province  taken  from 
them  will  mollify  it  llie  Portuguese  behave  shamefully;  Lord 
l^rawley  is  coming  home  diagusted  with  the  nomination  of  Count 
Ia  Lippe ;  and  in  trutji  I  cannot  see  the  wisdom  or  honour  of  that 
measure.  If  we  protect  Portugal,  is  not  it  more  creditable  to  give 
them  an  English  commander  f  And  that  general  was  almost  a 
Portuguese,  almost  naturalised  amongst  them,  trusted,  and  beloved 
there.  What  do  they  know  of  this  German  P  Or  can  the  English 
soldiery  prefer  him  to  their  countryman  ?  For  though  La  lippe 
was  bom  here,  he  is  a  Gterman  prince. 

I  trust  very  soon  to  be  able  to  send  you  a  brick,  like  Harlequin, 
as  a  sample  cf  the  Havannah  we  shall  have  taken.  Li  return,  you 
must  make  Saunders  beat  the  French  and  Spanish  squadrons. 

Poor  Hamburgh  has  tasted  of  the  royal  injustice  of  this  age ; 
they  have  compounded  with  the  King  of  Denmark  for  a  naillion. 
But  his  is  trifling  usurpation ;  commend  me  to  the  EJng  of  Spain, 
for  violating  more  ties  than  were  ever  burst  by  one  stroke  of  a 
sceptre.    We  have  not  had  a  masquerade  here  these  eight  or  nine 

'  Beoond  loa  of  Cbaxim,  L»id  Y iMoant  TownihMid.— Walpoul 
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years,  because  there  was  an  earthqiiake  at  Lbbon;  while  that 
earthquake  which  fell  about  the  earn  of  his  own  sister  and  her 
chilcLreni  could  not  stop  the  King  of  Spain  from  marching  to  drive 
her  and  them  out  of  the  ruins !  Montezuma's  ghost  cannot  com- 
plain now  I 

I  have  ordered  all  your  books,  and  your  brother  James  has 
undertaken  for  the  oratorios.  There  is  a  ship  going,  so  I  would 
not  wait  for  more  consultation  in  the  choice  of  thooi.  EandeFs 
best  pieces  are  settled  among  his  sect,  and  your  brother  knows  more 
of  his  followers  than  I  do.  I  was  impatient  to  have  your  commis- 
sion executed,  and  I  know  no  better  way  than  this. 

I  am  in  distress  about  my  Ghdlery  and  Cabinet :  the  latter  was  on 
the  point  of  being  completed,  and  is  really  striking  beyond  descrip- 
tion. Last  Saturday  night  my  workmen  took  their  leave,  made 
their  bow,  and  left  me  up  to  the  knees  in  shavings.  In  short,  the 
journeymen  carpenters,  like  the  cabinet-makers,  have  entered  into 
an  assodation  not  to  work  unless  their  wages  are  raised ;  and  how 
can  one  complain  ?  The  poor  fellows,  whose  all  the  labour  is,  see 
their  masters  advance  th^  prices  every  day,  and  think  it  reason- 
able to  touch  their  share.  You  would  be  frightened  at  the  deamess 
of  everything;  I  build  out  of  economy,  for  unless  I  do  now,  in  two 
years  I  shall  not  be  able  to  afford  it.  I  expect  that  a  pint  of  milk 
will  not  be  sold  under  a  diamond,  and  then  nobody  can  keep  a  cow 
but  my  Lord  GUve.  Indeed  your  country's  fever  is  almost  at  the 
height  every  way.    Adieu  I 


798.    TO  THB  BET.  WILLIAM  COLB. 
8n :  Strawberry  EiU,  July  29, 1762. 

I  FEAR  you  wiU  have  thought  me  neglectful  of  the  visit  you  was 
so  good  as  to  offer  me  for  a  day  or  two  at  this  place;  the  truth  is, 
I  have  been  in  Somersetshire  on  a  visit,'  which  was  protracted  much 
longer  than  I  intended.  I  am  now  returned,  and  shaU  be  glad  to 
see  you  as  soon  as  you  please,  Sunday  or  Monday  next,  if  you  like 
either,  or  any  other  day  you  will  name.  I  cannot  defer  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  you  any  longer,  though  to  my  mortification  yon  will  find 
Strawberry  HiQ  with  its  worst  looks — ^not  a  blade  of  grass  I  My 
workmen  too  have  disappointed  me :  they  have  been  in  the  assooia- 

^  To  Lord  ndiOBtor,  at  Bodlynch.— CuianoBiK. 
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iion  for  forcing  their  masters  to  raise  their  wages,  and  but  two  aro 
yet  returned— so  you  must  excuse  litter  and  shavings. 


799.    TO  THE  COUNTKSS  OF  AILESBUBT. 
Uadax  :  Strawberry  HiU,  Ady  81, 1701 

Magnanimous  as  the  fair  soul  of  your  ladyship  is,  and  plaited 
with  superabundance  of  Spartan  fortitude,  I  felicitate  my  own  good 
fortune  who  can  circle  this  epistle  with  branches  of  the  gentle  olive, 
as  well  as  crown  it  with  victorious  laurel.  This  pompous  paragraph, 
Madam,  which  in  compliment  to  my  Lady  Lyttelton  I  have  penned 
in  the  style  of  her  lord,  means  no  more,  than  that  I  wish  you  joy  of 
the  castle  of  Waldeck,'  and  more  joy  on  the  peace,  which  I  find 
everybody  thinks  is  concluded.  In  truth,  I  have  still  my  doubts ;  and 
yesterday  came  news,  which,  if  my  Lord  Bute  does  not  make  haste, 
may  throw  a  little  rub  in  the  way.  Li  short,  the  Ozar  is  dethroned. 
Some  give  the  honour  to  his  wife ;  others,  who  add  the  little  circum- 
stance of  his  being  murdered  too,  ascribe  the  revolution  to  the 
Archbishop  of  Novogorod,  who,  like  other  priests,  thinks  assassina- 
tion a  less  afi&ont  to  Heaven  than  three  Lutheran  churches.  I  hope 
the  latter  is  the  truth ;  because,  in  the  honey-moonhood  of  Lady 
Gedlia's  [Johnston's]  tenderness,  I  don't  know  but  she  might  mis- 
carry at  the  thought  of  a  wife  preferring  a  crown,  and  scandal 
says  a  regiment  of  grenadiers,  to  her  husband. 

I  have  a  little  meaning  in  naming  Lady  Lyttelton  and  Lady 
Cecilia,  who  I  think  are  at  Park-place.  Was  not  there  a 
promise  that  you  all  three  would  meet  Mr.  Churdnll  and  Lady 
Mary  here  in  the  beginning  of  August?  Yes,  indeed  was  there, 
and  I  put  in  my  daim. — ^Not  confining  your  heroic  and  musical 
ladyships  to  a  day  or  a  week ;  my  time  is  at  your  command :  and  I 
wish  the  rain  was  at  mine ;  for,  if  you  or  it  do  not  come  soon,  I 
shall  not  have  a  leaf  left.  Strawberry  is  browner  than  Lady  Bell 
Pinch.* 

I  was  grieved.  Madam,  to  miss  seeing  you  in  town  on  Monday, 
particularly  as  I  wished  to  settle  this  party.  If  you  will  let  me 
know  when  it  will  be  your  pleasure,  I  will  write  to  my  sister. 

>  At  ike  taking  of  wkich  Mr.  Conway  had  aaaisted.— Bckrt. 
*  See  ToL  t  p.  188;  and  voL  iL  p.  79.— Cuiiiiiohak. 
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80a    TO  SIB  HORACE  MANK. 

Strawbeny  HiO,  Jtdy  81, 1762. 

I  BEGIN  {his  letter  to-mght,  though  I  don't  know  when  it  will  set 
out,  for  I  have  a  mind  it  shonld  be  a  little  more  complete  than  I  oan 
make  it  at  present  We  are  at  the  eve  of  faig  eventsi  or  in  the 
obscurity  of  them ;  a  Prinoe  of  Wales,  a  Feaoe,  the  Hayannah,  a 
reyolntion  in  Bnssia,  all  to  oome  to  Ught  this  week  I 

We  know  nothing  oertaia,  but  that  we  have  lost  Newfonndknd^ 
and  that  the  new  Opposition  have  got  a  real  topio,  for  hitherto  they 
have  only  been  flkinriiRbiTig  with  names ;  howerer,  as  all  Oppositions 
mnst  improve  on  the  foregoing,  the  present  gives  ns  names  at  length, 
which  at  least  is  new.  Parallels,  yon  know,  are  the  food  of  all  party 
writings :  we  have  Queen  Isabel  and  Mortimer,  Queen  Maigoretand 
the  Buke  of  Suffolk,  eyery  week.  Yon  will  allow  that  abuse  does 
not  set  out  tamely,  when  it  eren  begins  vdth  the  King's  mother. 
Last  week  they  were  so  brutal  as  to  call  the  Queen  a  beggarly  dubfs 
daughter;  it  is  shocking,  for  she  has  offended  nobody,  and  is  for  from 
being  suspected  of  power ;  but  it  was  to  load  the  Duke  of  Suffolk,  for 
making  the  match.  But  what  say  you  to  areal  Qu^m  J^afttf//  We 
hear  £rom  Holland,  but  the  account  is  very  imperfect,  that  the 
Czarina  has  dethroned  her  husband.  That  he  should  be  dethroned 
does  not  surprise  me.  He  struck  eztraordinaiy  strokes  so  fost,  thai 
I  suppose  his  head  had  not  much  ballast  Her  reign,  probably,  will 
not  be  of  much  longer  duration ;  but  I  do  not  beUeve  that,  like  her 
husband,  she  will  foil  in  loye  with  the  King  of  Prussia.  The  Cxar, 
in  his  aunt's  time,  was  reckoned  weak ;  his  wife,  yery  sensible  and 
yery  handsome.  Bussia  puts  one  in  mind  of  the  Seleucidad  and  the 
ConstantinopoUtan  History,  the  Gleopatras  and  Irenes;  if  yast 
crimes  are  not  in  fashion,  you  see  it  is  only  because  despotism  is 
generally  exploded.  Giye  human  nature  scope,  it  can  still  be  sub- 
limely abominable.  My  prophetic  spirit  says,  that  the  young 
Emperor  John  wiU  come  upon  the  scene  again ;  ia  the  mean  time 
my  Lord  Buckingham,*  who  is  going  ambassador  to  Petersburg, 
may  try  the  remainder  of  his  charms  upon  the  heart  of  an 
Empress. 

Of  all  the  important  eyents  we  are  expecting,  the  Peace  is  nearest 

^  John  Hobart^  aeoond  Earl  of  BackiagluuiishirB. — Wa&polb. 
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mylieart  Wehadiefbaed  Boaaisiis;  andiliisoatastroph^ 
true,  will  silenoe  thedaxDOur  there  wonld  have  beea  <m  fliat  chapter. 
It  deliven  the  King  of  Denmark,  too,  from  a  atoim ;  hr  the  hero  of 
Prussia,  yon  know,  he  neyer  was  in  my  litany.  In  short,  we  have 
heard  for  this  week  that  onr  peace  with  France  was  in  a  manner 
made,  and  that  the  Dukes  of  Bedford  and  Nivanuiis  were  ready  to 
be  exchanged  at  Dorer.  If  I'Vance  has  dabUed  in  this  revolntion, 
adiea  the  olive-bian«xh  I  Nay,  we  are  told  that  yonr  Italian  King^ 
is  rather  disposed  to  put  on  his  old  coirass  again,  and  <:hi«fa'ng  the 
Anstrians  have  their  hands  fall,  has  an  eye  npon  a  little  more  of  the 
Milanese.  Nothing  will  be  cleared  np,  till  there  is  another  oonrier 
fiom  Muscovy.  Their  poor  ambassador,"  who  is  just  arrived,  has 
had  no  letters.  He  is  not  only  nephew  to  the  Ohancellor,  but 
brother  to  the  Ozar's  mistress.  What  a  region,  where  Siberia  is 
next  door  to  the  drawing-room  1 

Mr.  Conway  has  had  a  little  success,  which  shows,  at  least,  what 
he  is  fit  for.  He  was  ordered  to  besiege  the  Castle  of  Waldeok,  for 
which  Prince  Ferdinand  was  in  a  hnrry ;  it  was  impregnable  without 
oannon;  he  had  none,  and  his  powder  was  spent.  He  made  them 
believe  he  was  preparing  to  storm  it,  and  they  instantly  surrendered. 
Yon  may  be  sure  this  makes  me  happy,  and  yet  I  am  impatient  to 
have  the  Peace  nip  his  laurels. 

Tour  friend  Lord  Melcombe  is  dead  of  a  dropsy  in  his  stomach, 
just  when  the  views  of  his  life  were  nearest  being  realised.  Lady 
Mary  Wortley,  too,  is  departing.  She  brought  over  a  cancerin  her 
breast,  which  she  concealed  till  about  six  weeks  ago.  It  bursty  and 
there  are  no  hopes  of  her.  She  behaves  with  great  fortitude,  and 
says  she  has  lived  long  enough. 

Two  days  ago  I  saw  your  nephew  Horace ;  it  always  gives  me 
pleasure,  though  a  melancholy  one ;  it  was  increased  now,  as  he  is 
grown  much  more  like  to  his  fother.  He  thinks  he  shall  go  to  you 
in  about  a  year ;  I  am  eager  for  it,  as  I  know  the  tender  satisf action 
it  will  give  you. 

I  must  send  away  my  letter  to-night,  or  it  will  not  be  in  town 
time  enough  for  the  foreign  post  to-morrow.  The  Russian  revolu- 
tion is  confirmed ;  the  papers  have  even  produced  a  declaration  oi 
the  new  Czarina,  in  which  she  deposes  her  husband  with  the  utmost 

*  Chaxies  Eauuiad,  woond  King  of  Sardinia. — Walpoul 

*  Count  Woionaow,  fikther  of  the  present  [1843]  Coantess  of  Pembroke.— WaiOBT. 
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wnqftfAd.  I  should  easily  beUeve  it  genuiiie ;  it  is  in  the  style  of 
the  age ;  there  is  an  honest  impudence  in  modem  majesty  that  is 
delightfoL  Monarohs  soom  pjausibility ;  howeyer^  there  is  one 
comfort— they  lerel  their  crimes  chiefly  against  one  another.  This 
Mnsoovite  history,  as  I  hear  £rom  yeiy  good  authority,  happened 
thus :  The  Gzar,  who  was  originally  supposed  impotent,  and  who, 
notwithstaTiding  his  mistress,  seems  to  have  had  the  modesty  of 
thinlring  himself  so,  intended  to  return  his  two  children  upon  his 
wife's  hands,  and  had  declared  his  rival  John,  his  successor.  The 
late  Czarina  had  had  the  curiosity  to  see  young  John,  though 
unknown  to  him  :  this  had  given  Peter  uneasiness ;  yet  one  of  his 
first  proceedings  was  to  take  the  same  step.  The  anecdotes  of  that 
Court,  however,  say,  that  John  has  had  so  many  drugs  given  to  him 
as  to  shatter  his  understanding  extremely.  Probably,  as  our 
Charles  11.  said  *  of  a  foolish  popular  parson,  "  John's  nonsense 
suited  Peter's  nonsense.''  Peter,  intoxicated  with  brandy  and  the 
King  of  Prussia,  had  thoughts  of  divorcing  his  Empress.  She  was 
at  Peterhoff,  two  miles  from  Petersburgh ;  the  Czar  at  another  villa. 
An  officer,  arrived  post  with  a  led  horse,  told  the  Czarina  there  was 
a  design  against  her  life ;  that  she  had  no  time  to  lose ;  she  must  fly, 
or  present  herself  to  the  army  in  the  city.  Pray,  Sir  Horace^  what 
do  ladies  in  a  panic  do  P  To  be  sure,  run  into  the  danger,  not  from 
it.  Just  so  acted  the  Czarina.  She  trotted  away  to  the  capital, 
threw  herself  upon  the  gallantry  of  the  Preobazinsky  (or  Prastorian) 
guards,  who  in  Russia  are  the  most  polite  and  compassionate  cavaliers 
in  the  world,  and  begged  they  would — ^not  protect  her — ^but  give  her 
the  crown.  One  troop,  who  have  been  a  little  Prussianised,  hesi- 
tated; the  rest  thought  her  request  as  reasonable  as  possible,. and 
immediately  proclaimed  her.  The  rest  of  the  people,  who  abhor 
innovations,  and  who,  consequently,  could  not  pardon  the  Czar  for 
giving  them  their  liberty,  concurred  unanimously.  Not  a  word  was 
said  iu  favour  of  master  Fitz-Catherine,  who  certainly  has  no  right 
to  the  diadem,  till  his  mother's  no-right  devolves  to  him  by  her 
death.  The  Czar,  informed  of  the  change  of  scene,  fled  to  Cronstad, 
and  embarked.  All  the  royal  galleys  were  sent  after  him,  and  he 
was  overtaken.  An  act  of  abdication  was  presented  to  him.  He 
signed  it,  and  then  made  three  requests, — ^for  his  own  life,  and  for 
those  of  his  mistress  and  of  a  Prussian  adjutant  who  had  accom- 

*  Walpole  meditated  pnbUiliing  a  ooUecUon  of  the  sayings  of  Oharles  II.  What  he 
wonld  hare  done  so  well  has  been  attempted  bj  a  very  inferior  hand*— the  writer  of 
(his  note.    See  the  Story  of  *  NeU  Qwyn,'  12mo.  1852.— CuvinoHAM. 
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panied  him  in  bis  flight  Whether  the  first  and  last  boons  wexe 
granted,  story  is  hitherto  silent ;  but  the  next  morning,  MademoiseUe 
Wonmzow  flung  herself  on  her  knees  before  theGzarina»  and  begged 
to  resign  the  order  of  St  Catherine,  which  she  said  the  Osar  had 
bestowed  on  her  two  months  ago,  and  of  which  she  owned  herself 
imworthy, — so,  probably,  knows  the  CSzarina,  who  retomed  the  cross 
and  dismissed  her.  Bestachef  is  recalled;  somebody,  I  forgot  who, 
and  Schualow,'  the  late  Empress's  minion,  are  the  chief  ministers. 

A  ciyil  message  has  been  sent  [to  Mr.  Keith  the  English  Minister] 
— ^to  the  King  of  Prussia,  that  he,  haying  thirty  thousand  Russians 
in  his  army,  which  her  Majesty  wants,  she  should  be  glad  to  hare 
them  return ;  however,  as  she  knows  his  Majesty's  occasions,  she 
pomits  them  to  obey  his  orders  till  he  can  spate  them.  He  replied, 
that  by  their  assistance  he  had  extricated  himself  from  his  greatest 
difficulty,  and  would  send  them  back  immediately.  Here  ends  my 
first  tome.  One  wants  to  know  the  £Eite  of  the  Czar,  of  his  prede- 
cessor and  successor  John ;  of  Munich,  Biron,  and  all  those  heroes 
of  former  dramas,  who  had  been  recalled  from  Siberia.  One  does 
not  want  to  know  what  the  Empreas-Queen  feels.  She,  who 
devoutly  hates  every  monarch  who  cannot  or  will  not  have  children, 
must  be  transported.  But  what  seeds  are  here  for  more  revolutions  I 
If  John  and  Peter  never  come  to  lig^t  again,  the  blood-royal  of 
Bussia  will  be  extinct,  at  least  be  extremely  equivocal;  and  the 
title  of  a  Princess  of  AnhaltZerbst  to  the  crown  cannot  fascinate  the 
eyes  of  every  good  Muscovite.  As  they  are  compendious  in  their 
proceedings,  I  should  tbink  the  malcont^ts  would  not  waste  a  sum- 
mer in  writing  Moniiors  and  Narth*JRu89ians* 

The  King  of  Prussia  has  certainly  driven  back  Daun,  and  got 
between  him  and  Schweidnitz.  Prince  Ferdinand,  too,  has  obtained 
another  advantage.  The  accounts  came  yesterday ;  no  English  were 
engaged ;  the  affair  lay  between  Hessians  and  Saxons,  and  Stainville 
is  dislodged  from  his  post  The  advantage  is  reckoned  considerable. 
The  King  of  France  is  impatient  to  stop  the  effusion  of  blood. 
Ghoiseul  is  eager  for  peace,  and  the  more  so,  as  all  his  schemes  are 
baffled.  That  we  wish  it  all  Europe  knows,  but  that  is  not  the  best 
secret  for  obtaining  ii  Many  people  think  it  agreed.  I  dread  this 
northern  tempest 

1  Count  Schnalow,  favourite  of  the  Bmpraw  Eliiabetli ;  but  this  did  not  prore  trne 
—lie  wu  not  employed  by  Catherine  II. — Walpolb. 

*  In  alliuion  to  North  Britons,  the  fsmoos  weekly  papers  written  by  Wilkes  against 
Lufd  Bute. — Walpoli. 


to  HORACE  WALTOLETS  LRTTBRS.  [1708: 

What  a  Toluzne  is  here  I  and,  perhape,  not  a  syllable  of  it  new  to 
you  I  You  willy  at  least,  excuse  the  intention.  I  wish  you  and  I 
had  any  common  acquaintance  left,  that  we  might  chat  of  something 
else  than  kings  and  queens  I    Adieu  I 

PJ3.  TheBussian  minister  here,  I  am  told,  has  receiTedciedeniiiils 
from  the  new  govemment 


801.    TO  THE  £ABL  OF  8TBAFF0BD. 
Mr  Dmle  Lord  :  StrwAerry  SiU,  AttifuH  5, 176S. 

As  you  have  correspondents  of  better  authoriiy  in  town,  I  don't 
pretend  to  send  you  great  events,  and  I  know  no  small  ones. 
Nobody  talks  of  anything  under  a  revolution.  That  in  Bussia 
alarms  me,  lest  Lady  Mary  should  &11  in  love  with  the  Qsarina, 
who  has  deposed  her  Lord  Coke,  and  set  out  for  Petersburgh. 
We  throw  away  a  whole  summer  in  writing  Britons  and  North 
Britons;  the  Bussians  change  sovereigns  faster  than  Mr.  Wilkes 
can  choose  a  motto  for  a  paper.  What  years  were  spent  here  in 
controversy  on  the  abdication  of  King  James,  and  the  legitimacy 
of  the  Pretender !  Commend  me  to  the  Czarina.  They  doubted, 
that  is,  her  husband  did,  whether  her  children  were  of  genuine 
blood-royal.  She  appealed  to  the  Preobazinski  guards,  excellent 
casuists ;  and,  to  prove  Duke  Paul  heir  to  the  crown,  assumed  it 
hersel£    The  proof  was  compendious  and  unanswerable. 

I  tmst  you  know  that  Mr.  Conway  has  made  a  figure  by  taking 
the  castle  of  WaldecL  There  has  been  another  action  to  Prince 
Ferdinand's  advantage,  but  no  English  were  engaged. 

You  tantalise  me  by  talking  of  the  verdure  of  Yorkshire;  we  have 
not  had  a  teacup  fiill  of  rain  till  to-day  for  these  six  weeks.  Com 
has  been  reaped  that  never  wet  its  lips ;  not  a  blade  of  grass ;  the 
leaves  yellow  and  falling  as  in  the  end  of  October.  In  short,  Twick- 
enham is  ruefdl;  I  don't  believe  Westphalia  looks  more  barren. 
Nay,  we  are  forced  to  fortify  ourselves  too.  Hanworth  was  broken 
open  last  night,  though  the  &mily  was  all  there.  Lord  Yere  lost  a 
silver  standish,  an  old  watch,  and  his  writing-box  with  fifty  pounds 
in  it  They  broke  it  open  in  the  park,  but  missed  a  diamond  ring, 
which  was  found,  and  the  telescope,  which  by  the  weight  of  the  case 
they  had  &neied  fall  of  money.  Another  house  in  the  middle  of 
Sunbuiy  has  had  the  same  &to.  I  am  mounting  cannon  on  my 
battlements. 


17«SL]  TO  MB.  MOOTAOIL  11 

Your  ohaieaay  I  hope,  proceeds  fiwter  than  mine.  The  oaipenten 
are  all  associated  for  increase  of  wages ;  I  have  had  bat  two  men  at 
work  these  five  weeks.  Yon  know,  to  be  sore^  that  Lady  Mary 
Wortley  cannot  live.    Adieo,  my  dear  Lord  I 


602.   TO  THS  BET.  WILUAM  OOLB. 
film:  SIfnwbmvf  ffiU,  Atiguti  5,  ITSa. 

As  I  had  been  dilatory  in  accepting  yonr  kind  offer  of  coining 
hither,  I  proposed  it  as  soon  as  I  returned.  As  we  are  so  bnmt,  and 
as  my  workmen  have  disappointed  me,  I  am  not  quite  sorry  that  I 
had  not  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  this  week.  Next  week  I  am 
obliged  to  be  in  town  on  business.  If  you  please,  therefore,  we  will 
postpone  our  meeting  till  the  first  of  September ;  by  which  time,  I 
flatter  myself  we  shall  be  green,  and  I  shall  be  able  to  show  you  my 
additional  apartment  to  more  advantage.  Unless  you  forbid  me,  I 
will  expect  you.  Sir,  the  veiy  beginning  of  next  month.  Li  the 
mean  time,  I  wiU  only  thank  you  for  the  obliging  and  curious 
notes  you  hare  sent  me,  which  will  make  a  great  figure  in  my  second 
edition. 

808.    TO  OBOBGS  KOKTAOU,  SSa 

Strawberry  Hill,  Avguti  10, 1762. 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter  from  Greatworth  since  your  return, 
but  I  do  not  find  that  you  have  got  one,  which  I  sent  you  to  the 
Vine,  enclosing  one  directed  for  you :  Mr.  Chute  says  you  did  not 
mention  hearing  from  me  there.  I  left  your  button  too  in  town  with 
old  Sichard  to  be  transmitted  to  you.  Our  drought  continues, 
though  we  have  had  one  handsome  storm.  I  have  been  reading  the 
story  of  Phaeton  in  the  Metamorphoses ;  it  is  a  picture  of  Twidcen- 
hazn.  Ardet  Athos,  taurusque  Cilix,  &c. ;  mount  Bichmond  bums, 
parched  is  Petersham :  Parmususque  biceps,  diy  is  Pope's  grot,  the 
nymphs  of  Cliveden  are  burning  to  blackmoors,  their  faces  are 
already  as  glowing  as  a  cinder,  Cycnus  is  changed  into  a  swan : 
quodque  9U0  Tagua  amne  vehit,  fluit  ignibuB  aurum;  my  gold  fishes 
are  almost  molten.  Yet  this  conflagration  is  nothing  to  that  in 
Bussia:  what  do  you  say  to  a  Czarina  mounting  her  hoise,  and 
marching  at  the  head  of  fourteen  thousand  men,  with  a  large  train 
of  artillery,  to  dethrone  her  husband  P    Yet  she  is  not  the  only 
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virago  in  that  ootintry ;  the  conspiracy  was  conducted  by  the  sister 
of  the  Czar's  mistress,  a  heroine  under  tweniy !  They  have  no  fewer 
than  two  czars  now  in  coops — ^that  is,  supposing  these  gentle  damsels 
have  murdered  neither  of  them.  Turkey  will  become  a  moderate 
government ;  one  must  travel  to  frozen  climates  if  one  chooses  to  see 
revolutions  in  perfection.  ''Here's  room  for  meditation  even  to 
madness:''  the  deposed  Emperor  possessed  Muscovy,  was  heir  to 
Sweden,  and  the  true  heir  of  Denmark ;  all  the  northern  crowns 
centered  in  his  person ;  one  hopes  he  is  in  a  dungeon,  that  is,  one 
hopes  he  is  not  assassinated.  You  cannot  crowd  more  matter  into  a 
lecture  of  moraUty  than  is  comprehended  in  those  few  words.  This 
is  the  fourth  Czarina  that  you  and  I  have  seen ;  to  be  sure,  as  his- 
torians, we  have  not  passed  our  time  ilL  Mrs.  Anne  Pitt,  who,  I 
suspect,  envies  the  heroine  of  twenty  a  little,  says, ''  The  Czarina 
has  only  robbed  Peter  to  pay  Paul;^'  and  I  do  not  believe  that  her 
brother,  Mr.  William  Pitt,  feels  very  happy,  that  he  cannot  imme- 
diately dispatch  a  squadron  to  the  Baltic  to  reinstate  the  friend  of 
the  Eing  of  Prussia.  I  cannot  afford  to  Uve  less  than  fifty  years 
more ;  for  so  long,  I  suppose,  at  least,  it  will  be  before  the 
court  of  Petersburgh  will  cease  to  produce  amusing  scenes.  Think 
of  old  Count  Biren,  formerly  master  of  that  empire,  returning  to 
Siberia,  and  bowing  to  Bestucheff,  whom  he  may  meet  on  the  road 
from  thence.  I  interest  myself  now  about  nothing  but  Russia; 
Lord  Bute  must  be  sent  to  the  Orcades  before  I  shall  ask  a  ques- 
tion in  English  politics ;  at  least  I  shall  expect  that  Mr.  Pitt,  at 
the  head  of  the  Preobazinski  guards,  will  seize  the  person  of  the 
prime  minister  for  giving  up  our  conquests  to  the  chitf  enemy  of  t/Ue 
fuUion. 

My  pen  is  in  such  a  sublime  humour,  that  it  can  scarce  conde- 
scend to  tell  you  that  Sir  Edward  Deering  is  going  to  many  Polly 
Hart,  Danvers's  old  mistress;  and  three  more  baronets,  whose 
names  nobody  knows,  but  Collins,  are  treading  in  the  same  steps. 

My  compliments  to  the  house  of  Montagu — ^upon  my  word  I 
congratulate  the  General  and  you,  and  your  Viceroy  [Earl  of 
Halifax],  that  you  escaped  being  deposed  by  the  primate  of  Novo- 
gorod. 
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804.    TO  SIR  HOBAGS  MAKir. 

ArUnffUm  Street,  Aug.  1%  17d3. 

A  Prince  op  "Wales  [George  IV.]  was  bom  this  morning ;  the 
prospect  of  your  old  neighbour  [the  Pretender]  at  Borne  does  not 
improYe ;  the  Honse  of  Hanover  will  have  numbers  in  its  own 
family  su£5^cient  to  defend  their  crown — ^unless  they  marry  a  Princess 
of  iLnlialt  Zerbst.'  What  a  shocking  tragedy  that  has  prored 
ahreadyl  There  is  a  manifesto  arriyed  to-day  that  makes  one 
diudderl  This  northern  Athaliah,  who  has  the  modesty  not  to 
name  lier  murdered  husband  in  that  light,  calls  him  her  neighbour; 
and,  as  if  all  the  world  were  savages,  like  Russians,  pretends  that 
he  died  suddenly  of  a  distemper  that  never  was  expeditious ;  mocks 
Heaven  with  pretensions  to  charity  and  piety ;  and  heaps  the  addi- 
tional inhumanity  on  the  man  she  has  dethroned  and  assassinated, 
of  imputing  his  death  to  a  judgment  from  Providence.  In  short,  it 
is  tiie  language  of  usurpation  and  blood,  counselled  and  apologised 
for  by  clergymen  I    It  is  Brunehault  and  an  archbishop  I 

I  have  seen  Mr.  Keith's  first  despatch ;  in  general,  my  account 
was  tolerably  correct ;  but  he  does  not  mention  Ivan.'  The  con* 
spiracy  advanced  by  one  of  the  gang  being  seized,  though  for  another 
crime ;  they  thought  themselves  discovered.  Orloff,  one  of  them, 
hurried  to  the  Ozarina,  and  told  her  she  had  no  time  to  lose.  She 
was  ready  for  anything ;  nay,  marched  herself  at  the  head  of  fourteen 
thousand  men  and  a  train  of  artillery  against  her  husband,  but  not 
being  the  only  Alecto  in  Muscovy,  she  had  been  aided  by  a  Princess 
Daschkaw,  a  nymph  under  twenty,  and  sister  to  the  Czar's  mistress* 
It  was  not  the  latter,  as  I  told  you,  but  the  Chancellor's  wife,  who 
offered  up  the  order  of  St.  Catherine.  I  do  not  know  how  my  Lord 
Buckingham  [the  English  Minister  at  Si  Petersburgh]  feels,  but 
unless  to  conjxure  up  a  tempest  against  this  fury  of  the  north,  nothing 
could  bribe  me  to  set  my  foot  in  her  dominions.  Had  she  been  priestess 
of  the  Scythian  Diana,  she  would  have  sacrificed  her  brother  by 
choice.  It  seems  she  does  not  degenerate ;  her  mother  was  ambitious 
and  passionate  for  intrigues;  she  went  to  Paris,  and  dabbled  in 
politics  with  all  her  might 

>  The  Cmina  Catherine  II.  mm  Prinoen  of  Anbalt  Zerbd— Walpoul 
'  Itui,  or  John,  the  fonner  dethroned  yonng  Caar. — Walpolb. 
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The  world  had  been  dvilifiixig  itself  till  one  began  to  doubt  whether 
ancient  histories  were  not  ancient  legends.  Yoltaire  had  unpoisoned 
half  the  yictims  to  the  Church  and  to  ambition.  Oh !  there  never 
was  such  a  man  as  Borgia ;  the  league  seemed  a  romance.  For  the 
honour  of  poor  historians,  the  assassinations  of  the  Kings  of  France 
and  Portugal,  majesties  still  living  in  spite  of  Damien  and  the 
Jesuits,  and  the  dethronement  and  murder  of  the  Czar,  have  restored 
some  credibility  to  the  annals  of  former  ages.  Tacitus  recovers  his 
character  by  the  edition  of  Petersburgh. 

Wo  expect  the  definitive  courier  firom  Paris  every  day.  Now  it  is 
said  that  they  ask  time  to  send  to  Spain.  What  f  to  ask  leave  to 
desert  them  I  The  Spaniards,  not  so  expeditious  in  usurpation  as 
the  Muscovites,  have  made  no  progress  in  Portugal  Their  absurd 
manifestoes  appeared  too  soon.  The  Czarina  and  Princess  Daschkaw 
stay  till  the  stivke  is  struck.  Beally,  my  dear  Sir,  your  Italy  is 
growing  unfashionably  innocent, — ^if  you  don't  take  care,  the  .Axch- 
bishop  of  Novogorod  will  deserve,  by  his  crimes,  to  be  at  the  head 
of  the  ChrisHan  Church.  I  fear  my  friend,  good  Benedict,'  infected 
you  all  with  his  virtues. 

You  see  how  this  Russian  revolution  has  seized  evexy  cell  in  my 
head — a  Prince  of  Wales  is  passed  over  in  a  line,  the  peace  in 
another  line.  I  have  not  even  told  you  that  the  treasure  of  the 
Hemrnne,  reckoned  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds,  passed  the  end 
of  my  street  this  moming  in  one-and-twenty  waggons.  Of  the 
Havannah  I  could  tell  you  nothing  if  I  would ;  people  grow  impatient 
at  not  hearing  firom  thence.    Adieu  I 

You  see  I  am  a  punctual  correspondent  when  Empresses  commit 
murders. 


805.    TO  THE  BET.  WILLIAM  COLE. 
8iB :  Strawberry  IliU,  Ay{pui  19, 1762. 

I  AM  voiy  sensible  of  the  obligations  I  have  to  you  and  Mr. 
Masters,  and  ought  to  make  separate  acknowledgments  to  both ; 
but,  not  knowing  how  to  direct  to  him,  I  must  hope  that  you  will 
kindly  be  once  more  the  channel  of  our  correspondence ;  and  that 
you  will  be  so  good  as  to  convey  to  him  an  answer  to  what  you 
communicated  firom  him  to  me,  and  in  particular  my  thanks  for  the 
most  obliging  o£Eer  he  has  made  me  of  a  picture  of  Henry  Vli. ;  of 

^  Pope  Benediei  Ziy.--WAi.poLB. 


1762.1  TO  MB.  WABTOK.  10 

wiiich  I  will  by  no  means  lob  him.  My  view  in  publifihing  the 
Anecdotes  was,  to  assist  gentlemen  in  discovering  the  hands  of 
pictures  they  possess ;  and  I  am  sufficiently  rewarded  when  that 
puipose  is  answered.  If  there  is  another  edition^  the  mistake  in  the 
calculation  of  the  Tapestry  shall  be  rectified,  and  any  others,  which 
any  gentleman  will  be  so  good  as  to  point  ont  With  r^ard  to  the 
monument  of  Sir  Nathaniel  Bacon,  Yertue  certainly  describes  it  as 
at  Gulford ;  and  in  looking  into  the  place  to  which  I  am  referred,  in 
Mr.  Masters's  ISstory  of  Corpus  Christi  College,  I  think  he  himself 
allows  in  the  note,  that  there  is  such  a  monument  at  Culford.'  Of 
Sir  Balthazar  Gerbier  there  are  several  different  prints.  Nich. 
Laniere  puitshasing  pictures  at  the  King^s  sale,  is  undoubtedly  a 
mistake  for  one  of  his  brothers — I  cannot  tell  now  whether  Yertne's 
mistake  or  my  own.  At  Longleat  is  a  whole-length  of  Frances, 
Duchess  dl  Richmond,  exactly  such  as  Mr.  Masters  describes,  but  in 
cSL  I  have  another  whole-length  of  the  same  Duchess,  I  behevo  by 
Mytens,  but  younger  than  that  at  Longleat  But  the  best  picture 
of  her  is  in^Wilson's  Life  of  King  James,  and  very  diverting  indeed.' 
I  will  not  trouble  you.  Sir,  or  Mr.  Masters,  with  any  more  at 
present ;  but>  repeating  my  thanks  to  both,  will  assure  you  that  I 
am,  fte. 

S06.    TO  THB  BKT.  THOMAS  WABTOK.* 
Sib  :  Sirawbeny  HiU,  Avg.  21, 1762. 

I  WAS  last  week  surprised  with  a  very  unexpected  present  in  your 
name;  and  still  more,  when,  upon  examining  it,  I  found  myself  so 
much,  and  so  undeservedly  distinguished  by  your  approbation.  I 
oertainly  ought  to  have  thanked  you  immediately,  but  I  chose  to 
defer  my  acknowledgments  till  I  had  read  your  volumes  very 
attentively.  The  praise  you  have  bestowed  on  me,  debars  me,  Sir, 
fiom  doing  all  the  justice  I  ought  to  your  work :  the  pleasure  I 
from  it  would  seem  to  have  grown  out  of  the  satisfiaction  I 


*  Yes  1  and  what  hu  not  hitherto  been  notioed,  it  it  eridentl  j  the  work  of  the 
fame  wmlptor  (nnfortimately  unknown)  who  made  the  8ie  Sedebat  statne  of  the  great 
Lord  Baoon.-^<nniuiaBA]f. 

*  That  earioiii  whole  length  of  Franoes,  Dnehen  of  Bichmond  and  Lenox  came 
from  Satton  Neeton,  the  leat  of  the  Earl  of  Pomfret  We  shall  sit  down  here  before 
hear,  and  read  the  equally  curious  portrait  of  her  by  Wilson,  in  his  Beign  of  James  L 
Wa^polkma,  iL  119. — CvnnroBAX. 

'  Now  first  collected.  From  '  Woott's  Bix^graphical  Memoirs  of  Joseph  Warton,' 
1800, 4to.  The  work  which  Warton  presented  to  Walpole  was  his  *  Obaerrations  on 
8penser/--CinninroBAiL 
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felt  in  wliat,  if  it  would  not  be  nngratefol,  I  ahonld  be  hnmble 
enough  to  call  flattery ;  for  how  can  you,  Sir,  approve  such  hasty, 
superficial  writings  as  mine,  you,  who  in  the  same  pursuits  are  so 
much  more  correct,  and  have  gone  so  much  deeper  ?  for  instance* 
compare  your  account  of  Gbthio  architecture  with  mine ;  I  have 
scarce  skimmed  the  subject ;  you  have  ascertained  all  its  periods. 
If  my  'Anecdotes'  should  oyer  want  another  edition,  I  shall 
take  ^e  liberty  of  referring  the  readers  to  your  chronicle  of  our 
buildings. 

With  regard  to  the  Dance  of  Death,  I  must  confess  you  have  not 
convinced  me.  Yertue  (for  it  was  he,  not  I,  that  first  doubted  of 
that  painting  at  Basil)  persuaded  me  by  the  arguments  I  found  in 
his  MSS.,  and  which  I  have  given,  that  Holbein  was  not  the  author. 
The  latter's  prints,  as  executed  by  Hollar,  confirmed  me  in  that 
opinion :  and  you  must  forgive  me  if  I  still  think  the  taste  of  them 
superior  to  Albert  Durer.  This  is  mere  matter  of  opinion,  and  of 
no  consequence,  and  the  only  point  in  your  book,  Sir,  in  which  I  do 
not  submit  to  you  and  agree  with  you. 

You  will  not  be  sorry  to  be  informed.  Sir,  that  in  the  library  of 
the  Antiquarian  Society  there  is  a  large  and  very  good  print  of 
Nonsuch,  giving  a  tolerable  idea  of  that  pile,  which  was  not  ike  case 
of  Speed's  confdsed  scrap.  I  have  myself  drawings  of  the  two  old 
palaces  of  Sichmond  and  Greenwich ;  and  should  be  glad  to  show 
them  to  you,  if  at  any  time  of  your  leisure  you  would  feivour  me 
with  a  visit  here.  You  would  see  some  attempts  at  GK)thio,  some 
miniatures  of  scenes  which  I  am  pleased  to  find  you  love. — Cloisters, 
screens,  round-towers,  and  a  printing-house,  all  indeed  of  baby 
dimensions,  would  put  you  a  litde  in  mind  of  the  age  of  Caxton  and 
Wynken.  You  might  play  at  fancying  yourself  in  a  castle 
described  by  Spenser. 

You  see,  Sir,  by  the  persuasions  I  employ,  how  much  I  wish  to 
tempt  you  hither  I 

I  am.  Sir, 
Your  most  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

HORACB  WaLFOLB. 

P.S.  You  know,  to  be  sure,  that  in  Ames's  'Typographical 
Antiquities '  are  specified  all  the  works  of  Stephen  Hawes. 
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aOI.    TO  SIB  HOBAOB  MABK. 

Strawberry  HO,  Smdaif,  Angud  5»,  17ti 

Wb  otnnot  affiyrd  to  stay  any  longer  for  the  HaTannah,  and  mnai 
make  peace  without  it  llie  Duke  of  Bedford,  on  Wednesday  nexl^ 
ia  to  be  named  in  finrm  Ambassador  Extraordinary,  as  the  Due  de 
Niyemois  will  be  the  same  day  at  Paris ;  on  the  7th  of  next  month 
they  are  to  meet  at  Dover,  cross  oyer  and  fignre*in.  Oar  dnke 
carries  good  dispositions,  but  as  there  is  a  grain  of  wrong-headed 
wannfli  in  his  temper,  I  hope  it  will  not  leaven  the  whole  paoifio 
cake.  Still  I  fear  that  obstiimte  diadem  in  Spain  I  who  will  not  be 
bnllied  as  when  he  was  plain  Don  Carlos  Ejng  of  Naples,  and  whidi 
perhaps  he  has  not  forgot  Lord  Tyrawley  is  retnmed,  and  as  they 
were  not  pleased  to  see  him  and  English  troops  in  Portugal,  when 
they  JMured  it  would  draw  down  the  war  upon  them,  he  now  will  not 
allow  there  is  any  war  there,  caUs  it  a  combination  to  get  our  money, 
and  says  he  will  eat  every  man  that  is  killed,  if  the  Portogaese  wQl 
engage  to  roast  him*  Absnrd  as  this  proposition  is,  it  is  the  only 
tolerable  excuse  I  have  heard  for  the  King  of  Spain*  En  aUendani, 
tlie  signing  of  preliminaries,  we  have  a  victory  of  the  King  of 
PruBsia  over  Laudohn,  and  a  new  squabble  with  the  Dutch.  They 
were  sending  a  convoy  of  naval  stores  to  Gales— to  sell  underhand ; 
our  good  allies  do  not  injure  us  for  nothing ;  Commodore  More  sent 
aome  men-of-war  to  vint  them;  their  guardian  would  not  be 
examined,  which  he  intimated  by  a  cannon ;  a  fi^t  ensued,  he  has 
lost  his  nose  and  his  first-heutesiant,  and  is  brought  into  Portsmouth. 
This  is  our  story  as  arrived  to-day.  The  Dutch  minister  Borel 
is  very  temperate  about  it,  though  the  lost  nose  bdooged  to  his 
nephew. 

I  rqoice  that  you  agree  with  me  in  abhorring  that  good  woman 
the  Osarina.  Semiramis  and  her  models  never  thought  of  palliating 
mmden  by  manifestos.  One  would  think  that  Peter  the  Ghneat  had 
not  yet  taught  the  Russians  to  read  I  or  she  could  not  have  the 
confidence  to  write  such  horrid  and  such  gross  fiilsehoods.  Theyare 
as  ill-drawn  as  if  penned  in  Spain  or  PortugaL  But  what  do  you 
fiiink  of  her  recollecting  herself  crying  for  her  husband,  and  wanting 
to  attend  his  funeral  ?  This,  and  her  backward  and  forward  dealiug 
wit*h  the  King  of  Prussia,  show  what  confusion  subsists  in  her 
eooncQs.  I  do  not  grieve  to  hear  that  as  much  reigns  in  her  empire. 
iv*  c 
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I  am  impatient  to  learn  that  she  is  in  a  covered  waggon  on  the  road 
to  Siberia. 

I  condole  with  you  for  the  misfortnne  of  the  Gallery,  and  the  loss 
of  the  Laoooon ;  yet»  if  a  fine  statne  was  to  be  demolished,  it  was 
one  that  could  most  easily  be  spared,  as  there  is  a  duplicate  at  Borne, 
and,  as  I  remember,  not  only  a  finer,  but  a  more  authentic  But 
how  came  the  Florentines  to  see  their  gallery  bum  with  so  much 
indi£ference  P  It  was  collected  by  the  MedicL  If  formed  by  the 
Lorraaners  I  should  not  wonder. 

Lady  Mary  Wortley  is  dead,  as  I  prqmred  you  to  expect  Except 
some  trifling  legacies,  she  has  given  everything  to  Lady  Bute,  so  we 
shall  never  know  the  sum — perhaps  fliat  was  intended.  It  is 
given  out  for  inconsiderable,  besides  some  rich  baubles.  Another  of 
our  old  acquaintance  at  Florence  is  greatly  advanced;  Lady 
Ghailotte  Finch'  is  made  governess  to  the  Ihrince;  a  choice  so 
universally  approved  that  I  do  not  think  she  will  be  abused  even 
in  the  *  North  Briton.' 

Mrs.  Foote's  firiend,'  Lord  Westmoreland,  is  just  dead,  firom  a 
stroke  of  the  palsy.  His  countess  is  gone  to  your  sister  at  linton. 
Bis  Chancellorship  of  Oxfixrd  will  be  an  object  of  contention.  Lord 
Litchfield  wiU  have  the  interest  of  the  Court,  which  now  has  some 
influence  there ;  yet,  perhaps,  those  *  who  would  have  voted  finr  him 
formerly,  may  not  now  be  his  heartiest  firiends. 

Oh,  when  I  was  talking  of  the  wysl  child,  I  should  have  told 
you  of  a  ddig^tfnl  card  which  was  sent  by  Mrs.  Salvador  and  Mrs. 
Mendez,  two  rich  Jewesses,  to  know  haw  the  Queen  did.  Lady 
Northumberland,  who  was  in  waiting,  told  the  servant  that  that  was 
not  the  manner — that  they  should  have  come  in  person  to  inquire. 
'^Thafs  good,"  repUed  tiie  fellow;  ''why,  my  mistress  Kes  in 
herself:  if  she  had  not,  I  suppose  she  would  have  expected  the 
Queen  to  send  to  her  J' 

I  will  make  your  compliments  to  Palazzo  Pitti  [Mr.  Thomas  Pitt], 
when  I  see  it ;  but  he  has  scarce  been  here ;  he  is  not  wdl,  and 
drinking  waters  at  Sunning-HQL 

Thank  you  for  Oocchi^s  'Spectator,''  I  like  it  better  than  you 
shall  own  to  him.    With  his  father's  fireedom  of  thinking,  he  has  a 

See  ToL  L  p.  52.-- Covbihoham. 

*  Mary,  elBter  of  ^  Hoi«oe  Maiiii.-->WALPOix. 

*  The  Jaoobiiee.— WAi.rou. 

Son  of  Dr.  Coeehi,  %  Florentine  phyaiciMi  and  ftnthor;   the  eon  wrote  aom» 
Spectoton  on  the  model  6t  Addlion'i.-*  Wal»ol» 


17M.]  TO  TBE  HOH.  M&  OOlTirAT.  W 

greet  deal  of  hnmcmr ;  bat  don't  let  him  panne  it  Wit  will  be  bat 
elender  eomfort  in  the  prisons  of  the  Inqoisitum,  or  in  a  fortress ; 
more  onoomfbrtahl^  if  his  opening  the  eyes  of  others  leads  them 
into  the  same  sitoation.  If  oaring  old  enors  woald  preyent  the 
waAi  from  fidling  into  new  ones,  i  la  bami$  kmrt;  bat  one  nonsense 
18  as  good  as  another ;  better;  if  flie  change  is  to  be  made  bjr  blood. 
A  Gostavas  Yasa  may  strike  a  stroke  for  liberty,  bat  few  men  are 
bom  to  oTertom  a  tyranny  with  their  pen.  When  established 
liberfy  is  in  danger,  then  write  for  it;  one  may  prevent  people 
perhaps  fimn  shattmg  their  eyes ;  'tis  more  diffieolt  to  onoloee  them 
iif  shot  Ifor  can  it  be  done  when  the  world  is  in  oold  blood ;  yoa  may 
snatch  a  fortonate  fermenting  minote,  bat  yoa  oannot  prepare  it 
If  Cooehimost  write,  let  him  come  hither ;  here  he  may  make  reeds 
aay  what  he  will; '  bat  let  his  own  barber  remind  him  that  in  some 
ooontries  it  is  not  safe  even  to  trast  reeds  with  one's  thoog^itB.  Adieal 


was  mentbning  aoqaaintanee  yoa  haye  lost^  I  foirgot 
me;'  you  see  nenrons  disorders  are  not  very  mortal; 
t  have  been  above  seventy. 

SOS.    90  m  HON.  H.  a  OOVWAT. 

6fciaw6cwf  HiSi,  Sqpt  S,  17S1 


Kondvm  laanu  emt^  loogoqvs  daMatU  orlns 
Tampon  dagobai  ds  qvMlbei  uboro  Phoi^iia. 

Tms  is  a  hint  to  yon,  that  as  Phmbos^  who  was  oertainly  yonr 
superior,  oodd  take  up  with  a  ehesnnt  garland,  or  any  orown  he 
fonnd,  you  must  have  the  humility  to  be  eontent  without  laurels, 
when  none  are  to  be  had :  you  have  hunted  for  and  near  for  them, 
and  taken  true  pains  to  the  last  in  that  old  nursery-garden  Gennany^ 
and  by  the  way  have  made  me  shudder  with  your  last  journal:  but 
you  must  be  easy  with  fptdUbet  other  gtbore;  you  must  oome  home 
to  yonr  own  plantations.  The  Duke  of  Bedford  is  gone  in  a  foiy  to 
jnakB  peace,  for  he  oannot  be  even  pacifio  with  temper ;  and  by  this 
time  I  suppose  the  Duke  de  NivemoiB  is  unpacking  his  portion  of 
olive  doM  la  ruede  Smffbik-^treet.  I  say,  I  sappoee— for  I  do  not» 
like  my  firiends  at  Arttinr's,  whip  into  my  post-ohaise  to  see  every 

'  ADadlng  to  Xidtt's  baite.-^WALPOLi. 

*  Ghiilollfl^ditarorJaBMtSntltflof  8««ikope»iBd]iiolh«r  of  Glutfl«»  tht  laa 
YiMooni  FtaM,  Mend  of  Sir  Honee  Mann,  and  hia  pndoMMor  at  Floronce.^ 

WaIiPOUL 
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novelty.  My  two  soTeragnSy  fhe  Dncliess  of  Ghrafton  and  Lady 
Mary  Gokoy  aie  anivedy  and  yet  I  haTO  seen  neither  Polly  nor 
Lacy.  The  former,  I  hear,  is  entirely  French;  the  latter  as 
ahsolutely  EnglisL 

Well  t  but  if  yon  insist  on  not  doffing  your  cmrass,  yon  may  find 
an  opportanity  of  wearing  ii  The  storm  thickens.  Hie  City  of 
London  are  ready  to  hoist  their  standard ;  treason  is  the  bon-ton  at 
that  end  of  the  town ;  seditions  papers  pasted  up  at  every  comer : 
nay,  my  neighbonrhood  is  not  nn&shionable ;  we  have  had  them  at 
Brentford  and  Kingston.  The  Peace  is  the  cry;  bat  to  make 
weight,  they  throw  in  all  the  abusive  ingredients  they  can  collect 
lliey  talk  of  your  fiiend  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's  resigning ;  and, 
for  tiie  Bake  of  Newcastle,  it  pats  him  so  much  in  mind  of  flie  end 
of  Queen  Anne's  time,  that  I  believe  he  hopes  to  be  Minister  again 
for  another  forty  years. 

In  the  mean  time,  there  are  but  dark  news  firom  the  Eavannah ; 
the  Ghusette,  who  would  not  fib  for  the  world,  says,  we  have  lost  but 
four  officers ;  the  World,  who  is  not  quite  so  scrupulous,  says,  our 
loss  is  heavy. — ^But  what  shoddng  notice  to  those  who  have  Harrff 
Qmwaifs  there  I  The  Ghusette  breaks  off  with  saying,  that  they 
were  to  storm  the  next  day  I  Upon  flie  whole,  it  is  regaided  as  a 
preparative  to  worse  news. 

Our  next  monarch  [Geoige  lY.]  was  christened  last  night,  Geoige 
Augastos  Frederick;  the  Princess,  the  Doke  of  Oamberland,  and 
Duke  of  Meoklenburgh,  sponsors ;  the  ceremony  peiformed  by  the 
Bishop  of  London.'  The  Queen's  bed,  magnificent,  and  they  say  in 
taste,  was  placed  in  the  great  drawing-room :  though  she  is  not  to 
see  company  in  form,  yet  it  looks  as  if  they  had  intended  people 
should  have  been  there,  as  all  who  presented  tiiemselves  were 
admitted,  which  were  very  few,  for  it  had  not  been  notified ;  I 
suppose  to  prevent  too  great  a  crowd :  all  I  have  heard  named, 
besides  those  in  waiting,  were  the  Duchess  of  Queensbory,  Lady 
Dalkeith,  Mrs.  Grenville^  and  about  four  more  ladies. 

My  Lady  Ailesbary  is  abominable :  she  settled  a  party  to  come 
hither,  and  put  it  off  a  month ;  and  now  she  has  been  here  and  seen 
my  Cabinet,  she  oug^t  to  tell  you  what  good  reason  I  had  not  to 
stir.  If  she  has  not  told  you  tiiat  it  is  the  finest,  the  prettiest,  the 
newest  and  the  oldest  thing  in  the  world,  I  will  not  go  to  Park-place 
on  the  20th,  as  I  have  promised.    Oh  I  but  tremble  you  may  for 

*  No :  by  the  ArchUabop  of  Caaieriiwy.^CumiivaHAM. 
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nie^  tlioiig^  yon  will  not  fixr  7oiiinelf--«lI  my  g^riea  were  on  tlia 
point  of  vanishing  last  night  in  a  flame  I  The  ohimney  of  the  new 
Oallay,  which  chimney  is  full  of  deal-boards^  and  which  Ghdleiy  is 
foil  of  shavingSy  was  on  fire  at  eight  o'dock.  Harry'  had  quarrelled 
with  the  otber  seryantSy  and  would  not  sit  in  the  kitchen ;  and  to 
keep  np  his  angeri  had  lighted  a  vast  fire  in  the  senrants'  hall, 
whidh  is  under  the  Gallery.  The  chimney  took  fire;  and  if  Margaret 
had  not  smelt  it  with  the  first  nose  that  erer  a  servant  had*  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  had  set  us  in  a  blaze.  I  hope  yon  are  frightened  out  of 
your  senses  for  me :  if  you  are  not,  I  will  never  live  in  a  panic  for 
tluree  or  fi>ur  years  for  you  again. 

I  have  had  Lord  March  and  the  Bena'  here  for  one  nig^t^  which 
does  not  raise  my  reputation  in  the  neighbourhood»  and  may  usher 
me  again  for  a  Sootcfaman  into  the  North  Briton.'  I  have  had  too 
a  letter  from  a  Gtennan  that  I  never  saw,  who  teUs  me,  that^ 
hearing  by  chance  how  well  I  am  with  my  Lord  Bute,  he  desires 
me  to  get  him  a  place.  The  North  Briton  first  recommended  me 
for  an  emplojnnent,  and  has  now  given  me  interest  at  the  back- 
stairs. It  is  a  notion,  that  whatever  is  said  of  one,  has  generally 
some  kind  of  foundation :  surely  I  am  a  contradiction  to  this 
maxim  I  yet,  was  I  of  consequence  enough  to  be  remembered, 
perh^w  posterity  would  believe  that  I  was  a  flatterer !  Good  nightl 
Yours  ever. 


809.    TO  OBOSYBVOB  BBDFOBD,  ESQ.* 
BiabSia:  Strawberry  mOfSepL  9,  ll^Z 

I  ifusfT  trouble  you  in  an  affidr  in  which  it  is  not  easy,  I  fear,  to 
assist  me.  My  servant,  Henry  Jones,  is  grown  old  and  wants  to 
retire.  If  you  could  find  a  very  good  servant  for  me,  it  would  be  of 
great  use.  I  will  teU  you  exactly  what  sort  of  man  I  want  He  is 
to  be  steward  and  butler,  not  my  gentleman,  nor  have  any  thing  to 
do  with  dressing  me,  or  with  my  clothes,  but  is  to  wait  at  table  and 
at  tea.    BSs  chief  business  will  be  to  look  after  my  fomily,  in  which 


nrrui,  Hemy  Jonas;  aee  noii  leUsr  (of  thb  dagr't  dsto)  to  OroiTciior 
BedliBrd. — Cuvviiobax. 

*  A  fiuhionable  ooortosn. — Walpoib. 

s  Tho  CiTouiUe  oplnkm  gh«n  1^  Mr.  Walpolo  ofUie  aUUtiM  of  the  Sootoh  Ib  tho 
Bojal  and  KoUe  Autbon^  fint  dxtw  npon  hiai  \h»  noiioe  of  tho  North  Briioa.— 

WaIiTOIiB. 

*  Now  first  pnUiBbed. — Cuvbibohax. 
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he  mufit  be  strict;  and  he  muBt  undentand  buying  and  idling,  for 

what  I  shall  chiefly  expect,  will  be,  that  he  shall  bring  me  every 

Saturday  night  the  honse-UUs  for  the  week,  and  every  month  those 

of  the  other  tradesmen  and  servants.    For  these  reasons  which  I 

cannot  dispense  with,  I  chnse  to  have  a  grave  servant  of  forty,  or 

near  it,  wifli  a  very  good  character,  and  I  should  wish,  not  married. 

When  yott  inqnire,  be  so  good  as  not  to  let  it  be  known  that  it  is  for 

me ;  as  I  do  not  like  to  have  servants  present  themselves,  whom  I 

should  probably  not  care  to  take.    The  wages  I  shall  make  little 

difficoUy  abou^  if  it  is  one  that  I  can  depend  upon  for  being  carefiil 

in  my  fondly,  and  letting  there  be  no  waste.    I  shall  be  in  town  on 

Monday  night,  and  if  you  will  call  on  me  on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday 

mornings,  I  will  talk  to  you  forther,  for  though  I  should  be  glad 

to  have  this  servant  soon,  I  am  in  no  partLcolar  haste.    Adieu,  dear 

Sir  I    Yours  ever, 

H.W. 

P.S.  One  material  condition  will  be,  that  he  is  not  io  have  fiaends 
coming  to  my  house  after  him. 


BIO.    TO  GBOBTIKOB  BBDFOBD,  ESQ.' 
DiAa  8n :  Sirawbary  ffitt,  BqA.  24, 17SS. 

I  WOULD  not  trouble  you  with  the  enclosed  commissions,  but  as  I 

think  you  pass  by  both  doors  almost  every  day.    Be  so  good  as  to 

inquire  if  the  persons  mentioned  in  these  advertisements  are  really 

objects  of  charity,  and  if  they  are,  I  will  beg  you  to  leave  a  guinea 

for  each,  and  put  it  to  my  aocouni    Tours  ever, 

H.W. 

811.    TO  GB08VSN0B  BBDPOSD,  ISQ. 
Dbaa  8i«: 

I  WISH  you  would  be  so  good  as  to  give  five  guineas  for  me  (but 
without  my  name)  to  the  subscription  for  the  I^renoh  prisoners, 
which  I  see  by  the  enclosed  advertisement  has  taken  place ;  and  put 
it  into  the  next  account 

It  is  at  Mr.  BiddulpVs,  banker,  at  Charing-cross.    Yours  ever, 

H.W 

■  Now  flfsi  pobUshed.  This  Ib  one  of  many  letten  Addrened  by  Walpole  to  hin 
Deputy.  Welpole's  wae  not  a  calloiu  heart  Tbe  letten  that  follow  on  the  Huno 
■nl^eet  (without  date)  will  come  in  appropriately  here.— CvauiraHAii. 


ITill  TO  M&  MOlTTAOir. 


911    TO  OBOSTBSrOB  BXDFOBD,  BSQ. 
DsAmSn:  atrmtbarp  JWP,  OeL  1% 

Thb  next  tune  you  go  that  way,  he  bo  good  as  to  drop  two 
goineaa  for  me,  but  not  in  my  name,  aooording  to  the  enclosed 
advertisement. 

I  hope  your  gout  is  quite  gone  off.    Yours  ever, 

Sit.   TO  OBOBYBKOB  SBDIOBD,  B8Q. 
DiabSu:  ArlingUm  Sired,  Od.  29. 

As  you  go  into  the  oityi  I  will  be  obliged  to  you,  if  you  will  give 

two  guineas  fi>r  me  at  the  Poultry,  but  it  must  be  ordered  to  be  laid 

out  only  &(t  the  oomfort  of  the  aiok  prisonersy  aoeoiding  to  this 

enclosed  adyertisement    Touxsy  &o., 

H.  W. 

Sll    TO  OBOBYBKOB  BBDfOBD,  B8Q. 
Dbab  8im: 

I  WISH  that  any  morning  as  you  go  into  the  city,  you  would  take 
the  trouble  of  calling  at  flie  Poultry  Compter,  llie  poor  people 
there  have  adyertised  seyeral  times  to  beg  money  to  pay  their  fees 
of  dischaige.  I  would  giye  them  two  guineas  towards  it  if  I  could 
be  sore  it  would  be  honestly  employed  for  themi  and  will  b^  you, 
if  you  find  that  po8Bible»  to  adyanoe  it    Yours  oyer, 

H.  Walfolb. 

SIS.    TO  GBOEQS  MOlfTAOn,  ESQ. 

8kmobmfjm,8epf.U,l7i%. 

I  WAS  disappointed  at  not  seeing  you,  as  you  had  given  me  hopes, 
but  shall  be  glad  to  meet  the  General,  as  I  think  I  shall,  fer  I  go  to 
town  on  Monday  to  restore  the  fumitare  of  my  house,  which  has 
been  painted ;  and  to  stop  the  gaps  as  well  as  I  can,  wfaich  I  have 
made  by  bringing  away  eyeryfliing  hither;  but  as  long  as  there 
are  auctionsy  and  I  have  any  money  or  hoards,  llicse  wounds  eooo 
dose. 


U  aOKLCZ  WALPOUfi'S  LETTKBa  11762. 

I  can  lell  yoa  nothing  of  your  dame  Montaga  and  her  anna ;  bat 
I  dare  to  swear  Mr.  Ghnte  can.  I  did  not  doubt  but  yoa  would 
approYB  Mr.  Bateman%  since  it  has  changed  its  religion;  I  con- 
verted it  fitun  Ghinese  to  Gothio.  His  cloister  of  founders,  which 
by  the  way  is  Mr.  Bentley'sy  is  delightfiil;  I  en^y  him  his  old 
chairs/  and  the  tomb  of  Bishop  Gaducanus ;  but  I  do  not  agree  with 
you  in  preferring  the  Duke's  [Oomberiand's]  to  Stowe.  The  first 
is  in  a  greater  siyle,  I  grant,  but  one  always  peroeives  the  mesal- 
liance; the  blood  of  Bagshot-heath  will  neyer  let  it  be  green.  If 
Stowe  had  but  half  so  many  buildings  as  it  has,  there  would  be  too 
many ;  but  fliat  profusion  that  glut  enriches,  and  makes  it  look  like 
a  fine  landscape  <^  Albano ;  one  figures  oneself  in  Tempo  or  Di^hne. 
I  never  saw  St  Leonard's-hill  [near  Windsor] ;  would  you  q»oke 
seriously  of  buying  iti  one  could  stretch  out  the  arm  from  one's 
postchaise,  and  reach  you  when  one  would. 

I  am  here  all  in  ignorance  and  rain,  and  have  seen  nobody  these 
two  days  since  I  returned  fipom  Park-place.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  mob  hissed  my  Lord  Bute  at  his  installation,*  as  they  intended^ 
or  whether  my  Lord  Talbot  drubbed  them  for  ii  I  know  nothing 
of  tiie  peace,  nor  of  flie  Havannah ;  but  I  could  tell  you  much  (^ 
old  English  engravers,  whose  lives  occupy  me  at  present.  On  Sun- 
day I  am  to  dine  with  your  prime  mimster  Hamilton  [Single- 
Speech]  ;  fi>r  though  I  do  not  seek  the  world,  and  am  best  pleased 
when  quiet  here,  I  do  not  refuse  its  invitations,  when  it  does  not 
press  one  to  pass  above  a  few  hours  with  ii  I  have  no  quarrel  to 
it,  when  it  comes  not  to  me,  nor  asks  me  to  lie  firom  home.  That 
favour  is  only  granted  to  the  elect,  to  Greatworth,  and  a  very  few 
more  spots.    Adieu  I 


816.    TO  SIR  HORACB  MANN. 

Strawberry  Hitt,  Sqd. »,  1762. 

Well,  my  dear  Sir,  we  write  and  write,  but  we  do  not  take  the 
Havannah  or  make  the  peace;  I  widi  the  latter  may  not  depend  on 
the  former!  Lord  Albemarle's  last  letters  have  not  been  made 
public;  we  do  not  doubt  but  there  is  great  siclaiess  among  our 
troops,  nor  do  the  Spaniards  seem  so  terrified  at  the  name  of  an 

'  Ante,  VoL  iU.  p.  4S9.— CuKiraN«aiK. 

*  The  cereoKmy  of  the  iMUllatloii  of  Prince  William  and  Lord  Bnie,  aa  kni^U  of 
the  garter,  took  plaoa  at  Windsor  on  tha  22ttd  of  September.-  Watesx. 


17A]  TO  Sm  HOEACB  MAIIF.  Sf 

"Rngtifthinan  as  the  French  are.  Hie  fonner  prooeed  in  conqiiering 
Portugal  before  our  frees ;  yet  we  have  given  them  a  Utile  dbeekt 
and  I  hope  a  little  qxiiit  to  the  Portngneee.  The  DncheaB  of  Bedp 
ferd  18  certainly  going  to  PaiiB,  hot  we  do  not  ezpeet  the  definiiiTe 
treaty  before  the  Parliament  meets.  The  okmoor  does  not  inerease^ 
though  I  do  not  tell  yon  it  abates.  One  knows  not  what  to  believe 
about  the  chiefiB.  Pitt  is  said  to  dedaie  firmly  against  opposition; 
others  make  a  salvo  for  him,  imless  m  cmb  ^a  bad  peaee.  But 
neither  tiiey  nor  he  know  what  he  will  do  till  he  is  in  the  middle  of 
his  first  speech.  In  the  mean  time  Lord  Temple  is  all  fiaz,  tow, 
jniteh,  and  oombostihles.  What  I  do  believe  is,  that  Pitt  has  refased 
all  junction  with  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  who  has  certainly  contri- 
buted most  to  raise  the  fiame,  who  is  for  ever  at  Court,  and  yet 
mining  himself  with  more  alacrity  than  ever  in  entertainments  to 
keep  up  a  party;  yet  I  dare  to  say  he  will  neither  have  courage  to 
head  an  opposition,  nor  art  enough  to  get  to  the  top  again,  but  will 
be  just  troublesome  enough  to  obtain  some  insignificant  post  in  the 
GaUnet  CoundL  Somebody  said  t'other  day,  '^  Yet  sore  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle  does  not  want  parts  f* — **  No,"  replied  Lord  Talbot, 
*'  for  he  has  done  without  them  for  forty  yean/'  His  Grace,  Lord 
Temple,  and  Lord  Bute,  met  last  Wednesday  at  the  installation  of 
the  last  The  first,  when  he  performed  the  ceremony,  embraced 
Lord  Bute ;  Lord  Temple  sat  next  to  him  at  dinner,  but  they  did 
not  exchange  a  syllable,  and  yet  I  do  not  esteem  habitual  virulence 
more  than  habitual  dissimulation.  The  pomp  was  great ;  theSing^ 
Queen,  and  all  the  fomily,  but  Princess  Amelia,  (who  excosed  her* 
self  from  seeing  her  fother's  trophies  buried)  were  there :  Prince 
William  [the  Duke  of  Gloucester]  was  installed  too,  and  it  was  the 
King^s  first  appearance  to  take  his  stalL  The  Qoeen  was  charmed 
with  Windsor,  and  they  stay  there  till  Tuesday.  Pains  had  been 
taken  to  breed  a  riot,  but  nothing  happened.  The  Duke  de  Niver- 
nois  was  ill,  and  could  not  see  the  ceremony.  He  is  very  battered, 
delicate,  and  anxious  about  his  health ;  very  plain  and  little  in  his 
person,  but  with  the  air  of  a  gentleman,  so  I  hear.  I  have  not  seen 
him,  nor  have  any  curiosity;  he  translated  Lord  Lyttelton's 
*  Dialogues  of  the  Dead,*  wbich  has  not  given  me  much  opinion 
of  him. 

I  did  not  doubt  but  such  humanity  as  yours  would  agree  with 
me  about  the  Czarina — ^but  I  grow  a  little  cooled  upon  tiiat  sub- 
ject; I  have  not  named  her  with  abhorrence  above  seven  times 
this  weeL 
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Well,  I  havoseeii  my  Dnohesfl  [of  Grafton] — ^you  have  not  letnmed 
her  as  yon  reoeiYed  her.  I  was  qnite  stmck  at  seeing  her  so  mnch 
dtere<L  She  wean  no  rouge,  and  being  leaneri  her  featnies,  which 
never  were  delicate,  seem  larger.  Then,  she  is  not  dressed  French, 
but  Italian,  that  is,  over-French.  In  one  point,  in  which  she  cannot 
be  improyed,  she  seemed  so ;  being  thinner,  she  looked  taller.  She 
spoke  of  yon  to  my  perfect  content;  and  as  if  I  did  not  know  it, 
told  me  of  all  your  good-breeding,  good-nature,  and  attentions. 
She  had  said  to  a  friend  of  mine  that  she  had  something  for  me 
from  you,  but  that  I  should  not  have  it  till  she  saw  me.  That  waa 
but  for  half  an  hour,  and  not  at  her  own  house,  so  she  and  I  both 
fingot  it ;  was  it  my  letters  P  I  hope  not,  for  she  is  gone  to  her 
fiither's  [Lord  Bavensworth's]  in  Northumberland,  and  being  doomed 
nerer  to  appear  where  she  is  formed  to  shine,  was  not  at  the  Installa- 
tion ;  nay,  will  not  be  in  town  till  December.  If  she  who  was  so 
proper  for  it  was  not  at  Windsor,  pray  do  not  imagine  I  was.  I 
saw  fliat  show  above  thirty  years  ago,  and  do  not^  like  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  tease  every  reign  with  my  presence. 

Lord  Meloombe,  except  some  trifling  l^gacies^  has  left  everything 
in  his  power  to  a  near  relation,  Mr.  Windham;  but  Eastbiuy  [in 
Dorsetshire],  and  the  estate  are  Lord  Temple's,  who  having  always 
threatened  to  pull  down  that  pile  of  ugliness  when  it  should  be  his, 
is  charmed  since  he  has  seen  it  through  the  eyes  of  possession.  I 
told  you  of  Lady  Maiy  Wortley's  death  and  Will,  but  I  did  not  then 
know  that,  with  her  usual  maternal  tenderness,  and  usual  generosiiy, 
she  has  left  her  son  one  guinea. 

AHmgUm  Sktei,  Monday  nighi  27(A. 

This  codicil  to  my  letter  will  not  rejoice  you.  I  find  here  great 
doubts  of  the  peace :  in  the  city  they  disbelieve  it,  and  prove  tiieir 
disbelief  substantially :  the  Stocks  frJl  fsust  What  a  scene  will 
follow,  if  this  negotiation  breaks  off  too  I  What  acrimony,  if  we 
think  oTirselves  again  deluded  by  France  I  And  does  war  want  new 
edge?  Wretched  mortals  I  more  wretched  Kings  and  ministers, 
who  look  on  lives  as  on  gunpowder,  and  care  not  how  many  barrels 
they  waste  of  either  I  Initiations  indeed  will  fluctuate  before  fhey 
setde.  I  wish  this  may  be  only  one  of  their  qualms.  Prince  Fer- 
dinand too,  will  not  be  sparing  of  the  human  gunpowder  committed 
to  his  charge :  he  will  have  a  match  ready  in  his  hand  to  the  last 
moment  to  blow  up  the  treaty; — such  a  blessing  is  aforeign  general, 
who  has  a  difibrent  interest  and  cannot  be  called  to  account  I    Sure 
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fliese  numarohfl  and  heroes  woold  ahudder,  if  ttiey  saw  a  biU  draim 
upon  ihem  thus  :^- 


Qneen  of  Hnngiry,  debtor  to  the  bninaa  fpeeiei  HilUoni. 
KingofPnuiia,        ditto        ...  do. 

King  of  Fimnce,  by  bts  rtewirde  . 

KiflUCOffllMiA  .  .  •  • 

FHaee  Ftidiiiaiid,  s  private  genllemin 


Totel 


do. 
Ifaay  thwiand^  dttt» 
80BM  ihiniiandt. 
Only  ber  own  bubuid. 

HilfJtanpa. 


S17.    90  THB  HON.  H.  a  CONWAT. 

Strawberry  HiU,  SepL  S^  1761 

To  my  sonow  and  your  wicked  joy,  it  is  a  doubt  whether  Mcmsieiir 
de  Nivemois  will  shnt  ibe  temple  of  Janus.  We  do  not  believe 
him  quite  so  much  in  eamest  as  the  dove*  we  hare  aenty  who  has 
snnnmoiied  his  tortle  to  Puis.  She  sets  out  the  day  after  to-monow^ 
eeoorted,  to  add  gnmty  to  the  embassyt  by  Geoige  fielwyn*  The 
Stocks  don't  mind  this  journey  of  a  nish«  but  draw  in  their  horns 
ereiy  day.  We  can  leain  nothing  of  tiie  Havannah,  though  the 
axis  on  which  the  whole  treaty  turns.  We  believe^  fiar  we  have 
nerer  seen  tfaenii  tliat  tiie  last  letters  thence  brought  accounts  of 
great  Iobs,  especially  by  the  sicknesR.  Colonel  Buigoyne'  has  given 
a  Utile  fillip  to  the  Spaniards,  and  shown  them,  that  though  fliey 
can  take  Portugal  frcmi  the  Portuguese,  it  will  not  be  entirely  so 
easy  to  wrest  it  from  the  English.  Lord  Pulteney,  and  my  nephew,' 
Lady  Wald^grave's  brother,  distinguished  themselves.  I  hope  your 
hereditary  Prince  is  recovering  of  the  wounds  in  his  loins ;  br  they 
my  he  is  to  many  Princess  Augusta. 

Lady  Ailesbnry  has  told  yout  to  be  sure,  that  I  have  been  at 
Park-place.  Eveiything  there  is  in  beauty ;  and,  I  should  think, 
pleasanter  than  a  campaign  in  (Germany.  Your  Oountess  is  hand- 
somer than  Fame ;  your  daughter  [afterwards  Mrs.  Darner]  improv- 
ing every  day ;  your  {Stations  more  thriving  than  the  poor  woods 
about  Marburg  and  OasseL  Chinese  pheasants  swarm  there.-«'For 
Lady  CeciHa  Johnston,  I  assuie  you,  she  sits  dose  upon  her  egg, 

>  The  Duke  of  Bedtofd,  then  ■mhemedor  at  Ptoie.— Walfou. 
'  Ooloiiel,  allenratde  Generel  Bugoyn^  with  the   Comte  la  Lippe^  eomoMUided 
the  British  troope  aent  to  the  relief  of  PortogaL— Walpoli. 
*  Edwaid,  only  son  of  Sir  Kdwaid  Waipole.    He  died  in  1771^— WAX.rox.11. 
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and  it  will  not  be  her  fiuilt  if  she  does  not  haldi  a  hero.  We 
BiiBsed  all  tiie  glories  of  the  Installation,  and  all  the  firalts,  and  all 
the  ftowning  bcea  there.  Not  a  knight  was  absent,  but  the  lame 
ahiI  tilio  dea£ 

Yonr  bioflieri  Lady  Hertford,  and  LoidBeanoluanp^  are  gone  from 
Windsor  into  Snflfolk.  Henry/  who  has  the  genuine  indiffiarenoe  of 
a  Many  Conwoj^,  wonld  no^itit  from  Ozfoid  for  those  pageants. 
Lord  Beanchamp  showed  me  a  eonpleof  his  letters,  whiolihaTemoie 
natural  humour  and  cleverness  than  is  oonoeiTable.  They  haye  the 
ease  and  drollery  of  a  man  of  parts  who  has  lired  long  in  the  world 
— and  he  is  scaioe  seventeen  I 

I  am  going  to  Lord  Waldq^ye's  for  a  few  days,  and,  when  your 
Countess  returns  from  Goodwood,  am  to  meet  her  at  Ghurohill  V 
Lord  Strafford,  who  has  been  terribly  alanned  about  my  lady,  men- 
tions, with  great  pleasure,  the  letters  he  receives  from  yon«  His 
neighbour  [in  Yorkshire]  and  cousin.  Lord  Boddngham,  I  hear,  ia 
one  of  the  warmest  deokimerB  at  Arthur's  against  the  present  system. 
Abuse  eontbues  in  mueh  plenty,  but  I  have  seen  none  thatlthoug^t 
had  wit  enough  to  bear  the  sea.  Good  night  There  are  satiric 
prints  enough  to  tapestry  Westminster-halL 

Stay  a  momoit :  I  recollect  telling  you  a  lie  in  my  last,  whioh, 
though  of  no  consequence,  I  must  correct  The  rig^t  reverend  mid- 
wife,  Thomas  Seeker,  aiehbiahop,  did  christen  the  babe^  and  not  flie 
Bishop  of  London,  as  I  had  becoi  told  by  matron  authority.  Jpropoe 
to  babes:  have  you  read  Boussean  on  EducaiionP  I  almost  got 
through  a  volume  at  Park-plaoe,  though  impatiently;  it  has  more 
tautology  than  any  of  his  works,  and  less  eloquanoe.  Sure  he  has 
writ  more  sense  and  more  nonsense  than  ever  any  man  did  of  bothi 
All  I  have  yet  learned  from  this  work  is,  that  one  should  have  a 
tutor  for  one's  son  to  teach  him  to  have  no  ideas,  in  order  that  he 
may  begin  to  learn  his  alphabet  as  he  loses  his  maidenhead. 

Thmndaih  moom,  SOUL 

lo  Havannahl  lo  Albemarle!  I  had  sealed  my  letter,  and 
given  it  to  Harry  for  the  post,  when  my  Lady  Suflblk  sent  me  a 
diort  note  from  Gharles  Townshend,  to  say  the  Havannah  surrm- 
dered  on  the  12th  of  August,  and  that  we  have  taken  twelve  ships 
of  the  line  in  the  harbour.    The  news  came  late  last  night    I  do 

'  HM17  S^ymoor  Conwaj,  leoond  ton  of  Fimnck,  Earl  and  aftenrardi  Marqili  of 
Herilbrd. — Walpolb. 
'  At  Chalfoiii  St.  Peter  8,  in  Biickiiigliaiiiflhire.^Cuifiii««BAaL 
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not  know  a  partieolar  more.  God  grant  no  more  blood  be  shedl 
I  have  bopes  again  «f  tbe  peaee.  My  dearest  Hany,  now  we 
lurre  pfeeerred  yon  to  flie  last  moment,  do  take  care  of  yonreelfi 
When  one  has  a  whole  war  to  wade  throng^  it  is  not  woith  while 
to  be  carelbl  in  any  one  batfle ;  bat  it  is  sOly  toffing  one's  self  away 
in  the  last  Yonr  ekaraeter  is  established;  Prinoe  Ferdinand's 
letters  are  foil  of  enoominms  on  yon ;  but  what  will  weigh  more 
with  yon,  save  yonrself  for  another  war,  which  I  doubt  yon  will  Uve 
to  see,  and  in  which  you  may  be  sqMrior  commander,  and  have 
space  to  display  yonr  tatents.  A  second  in  service  is  never  remem* 
bered,  wheflier  the  honour  of  the  victory  be  owing  to  him,  or  he 
IdDed.  Turenne  would  have  a  very  short  paragraph,  if  flie  Prince 
of  Cond<  had  been  general  when  he  fell.    Adieu  I 


81S.    TO  THS  BIT.  WILLIAK  OOLK. 

Bkmobarg  ffO,  8^  80, 1768. 

It  gives  me  great  satisfieustion,  that  Strawberry  Hill  pleased  you 
enough  to  make  it  a  second  visit  I  could  name  the  time  instantly, 
but  you  threaten  me  with  coming  so  loaded  with  presents,  that  it 
will  look  mercenary,  not  friendly,  to  accept  your  visit  If  your 
ehaise  is  empty,  to  be  sure  I  shall  rejoice  to  hear  it  at  my  gate 
about  the  22nd  of  this  next  month :  if  it  is  crammed,  though  I  luive 
boilt  a  convent,  I  have  not  so  much  of  the  monk  in  me  as  not  to 
blush — nor  can  content  myself  with  praying  to  our  Lady  of 
Strawberries  to  reward  you. 

I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  the  acoounts  firom  Gothurat 
[in  BuckxDghamshire].  What  treasures  there  are  still  in  private 
seats,  if  one  knew  whore  to  hunt  them  t  The  emblematic  pirtoie  of 
Lady  Digby  is  like  that  at  Windsor,  and  the  fine  small  one  at  Mr. 
Skinner's.  I  should  be  curious  to  see  the  portrait  of  ffir  Kenelm's 
fisUiher ;  was  not  he  the  remarkable  Everard  Bigby  P '  How  wngnlMP 
too  is  the  picture  of  young  Joseph  and  Madam  Potiphar  I  J9ii 
Mi^oixH-CfDB  has  heard  of  Josephii  that  did  not  find  the  lady's 
purse  any  hxnderance  to  Majora. 

You  are  exceedingly  obligLog  in  offering  to  make  an  index  to  my 
prints,  Sir ;  but  that  would  be  a  sad  way  dl  entertaining  you.  I  am 
antiquary  and  virtuoso  enough  myself  not  to  dislike  such  employment, 

>  Tes.— CimiMiua. 
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bat  ecndd  neter  flunk  it  Aarmng  enough  to  trouble  anybody 
eke  with  it.  Wbeoefw  yon  do  me  the  finonr  of  ocxaiiig  Uther, 
yon  will  find  yoonelf  ontiid^  at  liberty  to  choose  yonr  own  amofle- 
ment»— if  yon  ebooae  a  bad  one^  and  in  troth  there  is  not  very  good, 
yon  mnst  Uame  yovsel^  idole  yon  know  I  hope  that  it  woold  be 
my  wish  that  yon  did  not  repent  yonr  CsYoma  to»  Sir,  Ao* 


81S^    TO  THt  UGHT  HOH.  LADY  HKRYKT. 
Ma»am:  akaaOmtg  JRH  OdL  1, 17S1 

iHOPByonareasfineefinom  anyoomplaint^aslamsiireyoa  are  full 
of  joy.  Nobody  partakes  more  of  your  satisEu^on  for  Mr.  Herre/s* 
safe  return ;  and  now  he  is  safe,  I  trust  yon  enjoy  his  gloiy :  for  this 
IS  a  wicked  age ;  yon  are  one  of  those  nn^LaoedsBmoman  mothers, 
that  are  not  content  unless  yonr  children  come  off  with  all  their 
limbs.  A  Spartan  oounteas  would  not  have  had  the  oonfidence  of 
my  Lady  Albemarle  to  appear  in  the  drawing-room  without  at  least 
one  of  her  sons  being  blocked  on  the  head.*  However,  pray. 
Madam,  make  my  compliments  to  her;  one  must  confonn  to  the 
times,  and  congratolate  people  for  being  happy,  if  they  Eke  it. 
I  know  one  matron,  however,  with  whom  I  may  condole ;  who, 
I  dare  swear,  is  miserable  Ihat  she  has  not  one  of  her  acquaintance 
in  affliction,  and  to  whose  door  die  mig^t  diire  with  all  her  sympar 
thising  greyhounds  to  inquire  after  her,  and  then  to  Hawkinses,  and 
then  to  Graham V  &i)^d  then  cry  over  a  ball  of  rags  that  she  is 
picking,  and  be  so  sorry  fer  poor  Mrs.  Soch-an-one,  who  has  lost  an 
only  son  I 

When  your  ladyship  has  hung  up  all  your  trophies,  I  will  come 
and  make  you  a  visii  There  is  anoflier  ingredient  I  hope  not  quite 
disagreeable  fliat  Mr.  Hervey  has  brought  with  him,  un-Laoe- 
dflBmonian  too,  but  admitted  among  the  other  vices  of  our  system. 
If  besides  g^ry  and  riches  they  have  brought  us  peace,  I  will  make 
a  bonfire  myaal^  though  it  diould  be  in  Ihe  mayoralty  of  that 
virtuous  citizen  Mr.  Beckford.    Adieu,  Madam  I 

^  Gesenl  William  Herrey,  yonngeit  loii  of  Lady  Hemey:  wlio  had Jnal  retiinied 
flrom  the  Haivaiinah.— Waltou. 

*  Lady  Anne  Lenox.  ConntMi  of  Albemarie,  had  three  aonf  preient  at  the  taking 
of  the  Hayannah.  The  eldest^  Lord  Albemarle,  oommanded  tiie  land  foreee;  the 
aeeood,  allflrwarda  Lord  Keppei,  was  then  captain  of  a  man  of  war;  and  the  thM 
wae  eolonel  of  a  rogimenl — WiLtouL 

'  The  former  a  oelebiated  nugeony  the  latter  a  edebrated  apotheoaiy.— 
CvmaoBAii. 
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Skawberry  ffiO,  OeL  Z,  1769. 

I  AX  now  only  {he  peace  in  yonr  debt»  for  here  is  the  Havannah. 
Here  it  ia,  following  despair  and  aooompanied  by  gLoiy^  riohes,  and 
twelve  shipa-of-the-line ;  not  all  in  penon,  for  four  are  destroyed. 
The  booty — ^that  is  an  undignified  term — ^I  should  sayi  the  plunder, 
or  the  epoUs,  which  is  a  more  olassio  word  for  such  heroes  as  we  are, 
amoonis  to  at  least  a  million  and  a  hal£  Lord  Albemarle's  share 
will  be  about  140,000X.  I  wish  I  knew  how  mueh  that  makes  in 
ialettia,  or  (fretU  ^eUerceB.  What  to  me  is  better  than  all,  we  have 
lost  but  sixteen  hundred  men;  biU^  alas!  Most  of  the  sick 
reooTered  I  What  an  affecting  object  my  Lady  Albemarle '  would 
make  in  a  triumphi  surrounded  by  her  three  victorious  sons ;  for  she 
had  three  at  staJ^  I  My  friend  Lady  Hervey/ too,  is  greatly  happy; 
her  son  Augustus  distinguisbed  himself  particularly,  brought  home 
the  news,  and  on  his  way  took  a  rich  French  ship  going  to  New* 
foundland  with  military  stores.  I  do  not  surely  mean  to  detract 
from  him,  who  set  all  this  spirit  on  float,  but  you  see  we  can 
conquer,  though  Mr.  Pitt  is  at  his  plough. 

The  express  arrived  while  the  Due  de  Nivemois  was  at  dinner 
with  Lord  Bute.  The  world  says,  that  the  joy  of  the  company 
showed  itself  with  too  little  poUteness — ^I  hope  not ;  I  would  not 
exult  to  a  single  man,  and  a  minister  of  peace ;  it  should  be  in  the 
fiuse  of  Europe,  if  I  assumed  that  dominion  which  the  French  used 
to  arrogate ;  nor  do  I  believe  it  happened ;  all  the  company  are 
not  so  charmed  with  the  event  They  are  not  quite  convinced  that 
it  will  fiusUitate  the  pacification,  nor  am  I  dear  it  wilL  The  city  ot 
London  will  not  bwer  their  hopes,  and  views,  and  eaq>ectations,  on 
this  acquisition.  Well,  if  we  can  steer  wisely  between  insolence 
from  success  and  impatience  for  peace,  we  may  secure  our  safety  and 
tranquillitjr  for  many  years.  But  they  are  not  yet  arrived,  nor  hear 
I  anything  that  tells  me  the  peace  will  certainly  be  made.  France 
wmU  peace ;  I  question  if  she  foUheB  it    How  his  Catholic  royalty 

'  Ladj  ijuM  Leao^  yoongMi  dMghitf  of  tha  Sni  Diike  of  Biehmond.  Gsois** 
Uiird  Eail  of  Albomkrie;  Angnitiii  Koppol,  ifterwards  admlnl;  and  Gonacal 
WillUm  Keppe^  her  three  eldest  ■oniy  eU  oommaaded  at  the  taking  of  the  HaTannah. 

— WaIiPOLI.  

*  Maiy  LepeUe,  widow  of  John  Lord  Hervqr,  and  mother  of  Qeoige  WUUan^ 
A«aiietii%  and  f  lederie,  all  aoeoeMiTely  earia  of  BriatoL— Wa&pou. 
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will  take  flus,  one  oannot  guess.  My  good  fiiiend,  we  aie  not  at 
taUe  with  Monsieur  de  Nivemoisy  so  we  may  smile  at  this  conae- 
qnanoe  of  the  £unilyH)ompaet  Twelve  ahips-cf-the-Iine  and  the 
HaTannahl — it  beoomes  people  who  cannot  keep  their  own,  to 
divide  the  world  between  them  I 

Your  nephew  Foote  has  made  a  ohanning  figure ;  the  King  and 
Queen  went  finom  Windsor  to  see  Etcm;  he  is  captain  of  the 
Oppidans^  and  made  aspeeoh  to  them  with  great  applause.  It  was 
in  Englishi  which  was  right ;  why  diould  we  talk  Latin  to  our  Kings 
rather  than  Buss  or  Iroquois  P  Is  this  a  season  for  being  ashamed  <rf 
our  country  P  Dr.  Barnard,  the  master,  is  the  Pitt  of  masters,  and 
has  raised  the  school  to  the  most  flourishing  state  it  ever  knew. 

Lady  Mary  Wortley  has  left  twenty-one  large  volumes  in  prose 
and  verse,  in  manuscript ;  nineteen  arefidlen  to  Lady  Bute,  and  will 
not  see  the  light  in  haste.  The  other  two  Lady  Mary  in  her 
passage  gave  to  somebody  in  Holland,  and  at  her  death  expressed 
great  anxiety  to  have  them  published.  Her  &mily  are  in  terrors 
lest  they  diould  be,  and  have  tried  to  get  tiiem :  hitherto  the  man  is 
inflexible.  Though  I  do  not  doubt  but  they  are  an  olio  of  lies  and 
scandal,  I  diould  like  to  see  theuL  She  had  parts,  and  had  seen 
much.  Truth  is  often  at  bottom  of  such  compositions,  and  places 
itself  here  and  there  without  the  intention  of  the  mother.  I  dara 
say  in  general,  these  works  are  like  Madame  del  Pozso's '  MemMrtn. 
Lady  Mary  had  more  wit,  and  something  more  delicacy;  their 
manners  and  morals  were  a  good  deal  more  alike. 

There  is  a  lad,  a  waiter  at  St  James's  coflee-house,  of  thirteen 
years  old,  who  says  he  does  not  wonder  we  beat  the  French,  for  he 
himself  could  thrash  Monsieur  de  Nivemois.  Tins  duke  is  so  thin 
and  small,  that  when  minister  at  Berlin,  at  a  time  that  France  was 
notin  fovonr  there,  the  King  of  Prussia  said,  if  his  eyes  were  a  little 
older,  he  diouldwant  a  glass  to  see  the  ambassador.  I  do  not 
admire  thisbon-mot  Yoltaire  is  continuing  his  Universal  History; 
he  showed  the  Duke  of  Ghrafton  a  chapter,  to  which  the  titie  is,  Le% 
AngloiB  vamqueiin  dam  le%  Quatre$  Parlies  du  Monde.  There  have 
been  minutes  in  the  course  of  our  correspondence  when  you  and 
I  did  not  expect  to  see  this  chapter.    It  is  bigger  by  a  quarter  than 

'  ICftdMne  del  Pono,  la  Itallaa  \tAj,  who  for  a  ihori  tlmo  had  hoen  mlrtw  oC 
the  Bflgont  of  Fnnoe,  wm  odehratad  for  har  wit»  whidi  waa  axtremoly  ooaiaa  aDd 
IttdaHcata,  and  waa  infiunoua  for  her  debancherles  and  abuife  kuignage.  She  wrote 
Memairm  of  her  life,  in  which  she  had  ipoken  to  tcandalooslj  of  EUaabelh  Fameae 
Qaaen  Dowager  of  Spain,  thai  the  biter  employed  perMna  to  seiae  her  and  fciee  them 
froBB  her.    Mr.  Walpole  knew  her  ai  Florence.— Walpoul 


'> 
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our  predeoeoBon  the  Bomans  had  any  preimaons  to,  and  larger  ihaa 
I  ho^  oar  desoendantB  will  see  written  of  them,  for  oonquesty  nnless 
by  neeeasity,  as  oars  has  been,  is  an  odioas  g^ry ;  witness  my  hand 

H.  Walfolb. 

P.S.  I  reooUeot  that  my  last  letter  was  a  little  melancholy ;  this 
to  be  sare,  has  a  grain  or  two  of  national  raniiy ;  why,  I  must  own 
I  am  a  miserable  philosopher ;  the  weather  of  the  hour  does  affect 
me.  I  cannot  here,  at  a  distance  from  the  world  and  nnoonoemed 
in  it,  help  feeling  a  little  satuB&otion  when  my  coontry  is  soccessful; 
jret,  tasting  its  honoors  and  elated  with  them,  I  heartily,  seriously 
widi  they  had  their  qufetua.  What  is  the  &me  of  men  compared  to 
flieir  happiness?  Who  gives  a  nation  peace,  gives  tranquillity  to 
alL  How  many  most  be  wretched,  before  one  can  be  renowned ! 
A  hero  bets  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  thousands,  whom  he  has  no 
right  to  game  with :  bat  alas  I  Caesais  have  little  regard  to  their 
fidi  and  counters ! 

Arimgkm  Street,  Od.  ith, 

I  find  I  have  told  yon  an  enormous  lie,*  but  luckily  I  have  time 
to  retract  it.  Lady  Mary  Wortley  has  left  nothing  like  the  number 
of  Tolumes  I  have  said.'  At  the  InstaUation  I  hear  Charles  Towns- 
hand  said  they  were  four — ^last  Thursday  he  told  me  twenty-one. 
I  seldom  do  believe  or  repeat  what  he  says — for  the  future  I  will 
think  of  these  twenty-one  volumes. 

There  has  been  a  disagreeable  bloody  affiEdr  in  Germany. 
Soabize  sent  Lord  Granby  word  that  he  hoped  soon  to  embrace 
him — in  two  days  they  cannonaded  us.  It  was  entirely  a  cannon- 
ading affair,  bat  it  lasted  fourteen  hours,  and  cost  them  between  two 
and  three  thousand  men.  We  have  lost  between  seven  and  eight 
handred,  with  fourteen  officers  of  the  Guards  killed  and  wounded. 
Prinoe  Ferdinand,  who  either  suspected  the  Danaoa,  or  had  a  mind 
his  army  should,  gave  it  oat  in  orders  that  the  whole  army  should 
be  iqpon  their  guard.    If  our  amity  begins  thus,  how  will  itend  P 

•*  U  was  true  that  I^ady  Mary  Wortley  did  Imto  seventeen  Tolnmei  of  her  works 
and  memolxes.  She  gare  her  letters  from  Constantinople  to  an  English  dergynuui 
in  HoBand  pMCr.  Sowden,  minister  of  the  English  church  at  Rotterdam],  who  published 
them  ;  mm!,  the  day  before  she  died,  she  gave  him  those  seventeen  volumes,  with  injune- 
tloiia  to  pubUsh  them  too ;  bnt^  in  two  days,  the  man  had  a  crown-living  from  Lord 
Bate,  Mid  Lady  Bute  had  Uie  seventeen  volumes. — Walpoli.  Lady  Bute's  daughter, 
Lady  Louisa,  says  thai  the  price  demanded  and  paid  (for  the  letters  afterwards  printed 
in  spite  of  her),  was  five  hundred  pounds.— Cohvihobax. 

*  We  have  now,  I  fear,  got  eveiytlUng  in  print  that  exists  of  Lady  Kaiy  Wortley  s 
writings.  See  Lady  Louisa  Stuart's  charming  introduction  to  Lord  WhamcUffe*s 
edttkm  of  her  gnutidmother'B  work%  8  vols.  8vo,  1837;  second  edition. — CmririiiaBAM. 

▼Ob  IT.  P 
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881.    TO  THS  HON.  H.  a  OONWAT. 

Ariingtan  Strtei,  Oct  4, 1762. 

I  AM  oonoemed  to  hear  yon  ha^e  been  so  iniioh  out  of  order,  but 
diould  rejoice  your  sole  commaiid '  disappointed  yon,  if  this  late 
cannonad^  business'  did  not  destroy  all  my  litde  prospeots.  Oan 
one  bdieye  the  French  negotiators  are  sincere,  when  their  marshals 
are  so  fidse  P  What  yexee  me  more  is  to  hear  you  seriously  tell 
yonr  brother  that  you  are  always  nnlncky,  and  lose  all  opportonities 
of  fighting.  How  can  yon  be  snch  a  child  P  You  cannot,  like  a 
German,  love^ghting  for  its  own  sake.  No :  you  think  of  the  mob 
of  London,  who,  if  you  had  taken  Peru,  would  forget  you  flie  first 
lord  mayor's  day,  or  for  the  first  hynna  that  comes  to  town.  How 
can  one  build  on  virtue  and  on  &me  too  P  When  do  they  ever  go 
together  P  In  my  passion,  I  could  almost  wish  you  were  as  worth- 
less and  as  great  as  the  King  of  Prussia !  If  conscience  is  a  punish- 
ment, is  not  it  a  reward  too  P  Go  to  that  silent  tribunal,  and  be 
satisfied  with  its  sentence. 

I  have  nothing  new  to  tell  you.  The  Havannah  is  more  likely  to 
break  off  the  Peace  than  to  adyance  it.*  We  are  not  in  a  humour 
to  give  up  the  world ;  ansA^  are  much  more  disposed  to  conquer  flie 
rest  of  ii  We  shall  have  some  cannonading  here,  I  beUeve,  if  we 
sign  the  peace.  Mr.  Pitt,  from  the  bosom  of  his  retreat,  has  made 
BedcFord  mayor.  The  Duke  of  Newcastle,  if  not  taken  in  again, 
will  probably  end  his  life  as  he  began  it — at  the  head  of  a  mob. 
Personalities  and  abuse,  public  and  private,  increase  to  ihe  most 
outrageous  degree,  and  yet  the  town  is  at  the  emptiest  You  may 
guess  what  wiU  be  the  case  in  a  month.    I  do  not  see  at  all  into  the 

>  During  liord  Gimaby't  abaenco  from  the  anny  In  Flandan,  the  oommMid  in  chief 
had  derolred  on  Mr.  Conwigr.— Walpoul 

'  The  aflBUr  of  BadcerMnhL— Walpolb. 

*  On  thla  nibjeet^  Sir  Joaeph  Toike,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  MitdieU  of  the  9th  of 
October,  obeerrei, "  All  the  worid  ia  etmdc  with  the  noble  capture  of  the  Hafannah, 
which  fell  into  onr  hands  on  the  Prince  of  Walee'e  birthday,  aa  a  Jnst  pnnldunent 
upon  the  Spaniarda  for  their  ugnat  qnarrel  with  na,  and  for  the  aappoaed  diffienltiea 
they  hare  raiaed  in  the  negotiation  for  peaoe.  "Bj  what  I  hear  from  Pttia,  my  old 
aeqnaintanee  Orimaldi  ia  the  eanae  of  the  delay  in  algning  the  preliminariea,  inaiating 
upon  pointa  neither  France  nor  England  wonld  erer  oonaent  to  grant,  anch  aa  the 
liberty  of  llahing  at  Newfoundland ;  a  point  we  ahoold  not  dare  to  yield,  aa  Mr.  Pitt 
told  them,  thongh  they  were  maatera  of  the  Tower  of  London.  What  effMst  the  taldng 
of  the  Hayannah  will  bare  ia  nncerUun ;  for  the  Spaniarda  hare  nothing  to  gire  \xn  in 
return.*'— Wbwht. 


17«L]  TO  MR  MOHTAOV. 

shnrn :  I  do  not  mean  that  there  will  not  be  a  great  majority  to  yote 
anything;  but  there  are  times  when  even  majorities  cannot  do  all 
they  are  ready  to  do.  Lord  Bnte  has  certainly  great  luck,  which  is 
something  in  politiGSy  whatever  it  is  in  logic :  but  whether  peace  or 
war,  I  wonld  not  giro  him  much  for  the  place  he  will  haye  this  day 
twelTemonth.  Adienl  The  watchman  goes  past  one  in  the 
morning;  and  as  I  have  nothing  better  than  reflections  and  con- 
jectores  to  send  yoo,  I  may  as  well  go  to  bed. 


831    TO  QBOROB  MOyTAOU,  BSQ. 

Sirmobenf  Hitt,  OeL  14,  ITSS. 

You  will  not  make  your  fortune  in  the  Admiralty  at  least ;  your 
King's  cousin  is  to  cross  over  and  %iire  in  with  George  Grenidlle ; 
the  latter  takes  the  Admiralty,  Lord  Halifax  the  seali»— stiU,  I 
believe,  reserving  Ireland  for  pocket-money ;  at  least  no  new  viceroy 
is  named.  Mr.  Fox  undertakes  the  House  of  Oommons— -and  the 
peace — and  the  war — for  if  we  have  the  firsts  we  may  be  pretiy  sure 
of  tihe  second.' 

You  see  Lord  Bute  totters ;  reduced  to  shift  hands  so  often,  it 
does  not  look  like  much  stability.  The  campaign  at  Westminster 
will  be  warm.  When  Mr.  Pitt  can  have  such  a  mouthful  as  Lord 
Bute,  Mr.  Fox,  and  the  peace,  I  do  not  think  three  thousand  pounds 
a  year  will  stop  it.  Well,  I  shaU  go  into  my  old  comer  under  the 
window,  and  laugh ;  I  had  rather  sit  by  my  fire  here ;  but  if  there 
are  to  be  bullfeasts,  one  would  go  and  see  them,  when  one  has  a 
convenient  box  for  nothing,  and  is  very  indifferent  about  the  cavalier 
combatants.    Adieu ! 

>  In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Htt^ofthisday'f  dAte,Mr.  KirthiUgiTeetheezmiidBtertlie 
foUowing  aeoonnt  of  tlieee  ehangea  >— "  Mr.  Fox  kived  hands  yerterday,  ••  one  of 
tbe  cabinet ;  Lord  Halifiuc,  at  Becratary  of  state,  and  Mr.  Qeofge  QrenTille,  as  fint 
lord  of  the  admlimlty.  Mr.  Foz*i  present  state  of  health,  it  was  ghen  ont,  wonld  not 
permit  blm  to  tske  the  seals.  Charles  Townshend  was  eariy  yesterday  morning  sent 
for  by  Lford  Bnte,  who  opened  to  him  this  new  i^ystem,  and  offned  him  thesecratazy- 
ship  of  the  plantations  and  board  of  trade,  which  he  not  only  reAised,  bnt  refiued  idl 
eonneetlon  and  interoonrse  whateyer  with  the  new  eonnsellor,  and  spoke  ont  freely. 
He  wan  afterwards  three  times  in  with  the  King,  to  whom  he  was  more  ezplieit^  nnd 
said  tbinga  that  did  not  a  little  alarm."  Chatham  Oomtpandmee,  rol.  it  p.  181. 
— Wbioht.  Compare  Mr.  Fox's  Letter  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  October  18th,  1782, 
in  'Bedford  Correspondenoe/  ilL  188.— CvmnvowAW. 
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888.    TO  sot  HOSAOB  MAKN. 

Strawberry  ffiU,  Oa.  80, 1768. 

A  NEW  revolution  has  happened,  which  perhaps  has  not  stmok 
you  as  muSkf  from  what  little  has  appeared  in  the  papers.  Mr. 
[Geoi^ge]  Grenyille,  Seoretary  of  State,  and  Lord  Halifax,  First 
Ix>rd  of  the  Admiralty,  have  changed  places.  "  WeH ! ''  say  you 
foreigners,  '^  and  do  you  call  that  a  revolution  P  Sure,  you  English 
are  not  accustomed  to  great  events,  violent  catastrophes,  when  you 
look  on  two  ministers  crossing  over  and  figuring-in,  as  a  revolution  f 
Why,  in  Sussia,  a  wife  murders  her  husband,  seizes  the  crown — '* 
Stay,  my  good  Sir ;  we  do  not  strangle  the  Ten  Commandments 
every  time  there  is  to  be  an  alteration  in  the  state ;  but,  have  a 
Utde  patience,  and  you  will  find  these  removes  not  quite  so  simple 
as  you  imagine.  Mr.  Grenville,  besides  holding  the  Seals,  was 
something  else,  was  not  he  P  Have  you  never  heard  of  "  Manager 
in  the  House  of  Commons  P  *'  or,  what  defines  it  better,  had  tiie 
management  of  the  House  of  Commons.  This,  Lord  Halifax,  being 
in  the  Lords,  cannot  execute — if  he  could.  Lord  Bute  would  perform 
it  himself.  "Well,"  you  cry,  "and  who  is  to  do  itP"  I  wiU  tell 
you  presentiy — let  us  despatch  Mr.  Grenville  first  Three  explana- 
tions are  given — ^the  majority,  of  which  number  for  once  am  I,  say, 
he  had  qualms  on  the  Peace,  could  not  digest  such  good  terms  as 
have  been  ofiered  to  France.  Another  set,  no  friends  of  Mr. 
GFrenville,  suspect  some  underhand  dealings  with  his  brother  and 
Mr.  Pitt  This  I,  who  have  a  very  good  opinion  of  Grenville,  do 
not  believe.  At  most,  I  wiQ  allow  him  to  have  been  afraid  of 
signing  the  treaty.  The  third  opinion,  held  by  some  of  Lord  Bate's 
friends,  at  least,  given  out  by  them,  though  not  by  himself,  who 
imputes  only  timidity  to  Mr.  Grenville,  whisper,  that  the  latter 
wanted  the  real^  power  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  did  not 
notify  this  ambition,  till  he  thought  the  nearness  of  tiie  Parliament 
would  oblige  his  demands  to  be  accorded.  I  have  many  reasons  for 
disbelieving  this.  Li  the  first  place,  the  service  was  forced  upon 
him,  not  sought ;  in  the  next,  considering  what  steps  have  been  taken 
for  sole  power,  he  could  not  expect  it  In  the  last,  the  designation 
of  his  successor  proves  this  was  not  fact,  as  Lord  Bute  must  still 

^  OmiTiUA  prof«d  a  tery  ambltioitt  msn,  and  grtiw  aarlj  though  MoraUy  ui  eiMmj 
of  Lord  Bate,  m  appoared  ■fterwarda.—WAi.rouL 
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haye  thouglit  Mr.  Qrenyille  a  less  fonnidable  sabstitate  than  the 
person  lie  lias  been  obliged  to  embraoe-— in  short,  Mr.  Fox  is  again 
Manager  of  the  House  of  OommonSy  remaining  Pa3rma8ter  and 
waiving  the  Seals ;  that  is,  will  defend  the  treaty,  not  sign  it  This 
wants  no  oonunent. 

I  see  yonr  impatienoe  again-*what»  is  the  treaty  then  made  P 
No — shall  I  tell  you  more  ?  I  mean  my  private  opinion ;  it  will  not 
be  made.  Not  for  want  of  inclination  here,  nor  in  the  Ambassador 
at  Paris — ^but  I  do  not  believe  we  can  get  it.  Does  that  horrid  and 
treacherous  carnage,  cannonading  they  call  it,  look  like  much 
sincerity  on  the  French  side  P  But  the  Spaniards  will  not  accede. 
Have  not  I  always  told  you,  I  was  persuaded  that  the  crown  of 
Portugal  reannezed  had  more  charms  in  the  proud  eye  of  Spain  than 
the  ^vannah  in  the  eye  of  their  interest  P  Mr.  Stanley  is  indeed 
going  directly  after  the  Duke  of  Bedford — for  what  I  know  noi  I 
do  not  expect  much  £rom  it. 

This  is  the  state  of  the  day.  If  you  ask  what  is  to  follow,  I 
answer,  confusion ;  and  the  end  of  the  war  removed  to  the  Lord 
knows  when.  When  the  Administration  totters  in  four  months, — 
when  the  first  breach  is  made  within  the  walls,  not  from  without,  is 
such  a  dtadel  impregnable  P  But  if  new  armies,  unexpected  armies, 
]oin  the  enemy  I  nay,  I  do  not  tell  you  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  has 
joined  Mr.  Pitt ;  on  the  contrary,  the  world  says  the  latter  has 
haughtily  rejected  all  overtures.  But,  pray,  did  not  the  Patriots 
and  the  Jacobites  concur  in  every  measure  against  my  father,  what- 
ever were  their  different  ends  P  That  an  opposition,  much  more 
formidable  than  Ib  yet  known,  will  appear,  is  very  probable ;  and 
that  Mr.  Fox,  so  far  from  bringing  any  strength,  except  great  abili- 
ties, to  Lord  Bute's  support,  wiU  add  fuel  to  the  flame  is,  I  think, 
past  doubt.  XTnpopulari^  heaped  on  unpopularity  does  not  silence 
damour.  Even  the  silly  Tories  will  not  like  to  fight  under  Mr.  Fox's 
bflzmer. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  look  on  Lord  Bute's  history  as  drawing  fast  to 
a  conclusion.  So  fiEur  from  being  ready  to  meet  the  Parliament,  I 
shall  not  be  surprised  if  they  are  not  able  to  meet  it,  but  throw  up 
the  cards  before  fliey  begin  to  play  them.  My  hopes  of  Peace  are 
vanished!  Few  disinterested  persons  would  be  content  with  so 
moderate  a  one  as  I  should ;  yet  I  can  conceive  a  Peace  with  which 
I  should  not  be  satisfied.  Yet  if  the  time  comes  when  you  hear  me 
again  lamenting  a  glorious  war,  do  not  think  me  fickle  and  incon- 
dsteol    Had  that  happy  stroke  of  a  pen  been  struck  last  year. 
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when  we  might  haye  had  a  reasonable  Peace,  we  should  not  now  be 
begging  it,  nor  be  nnoertain  whether  we  are  not  to  be  at  last 
magnificently  undone. 

I  believe  I  hare  made  a  great  blunder.  I  told  you  the  Duchess 
of  Grafton  said  she  had  something  for  me  from  you,  but  would  not 
deliver  it  till  she  saw  me.  You,  I  hooked  into  this,  I  do  not  know 
how.  Lady  Mary  Ooke  arrived  from  Paris  at  the  same  time,  and 
brought  me  a  snuff-box,  which  she  would  not  send,  but  give  me 
herself.  I  had  been  inquiring  about  both,  and  interpreted  of  the 
Duchess  what  related  to  Lady  Mary.  So  I  have  answered  your 
surprise  before  I  receive  ii 

My  nephew,  Mr.  Eeppel,  is  made  Bishop  of  Exeter.  How 
reverently  ancient  this  makes  me  sound  I  my  nephew  flie  bishop ! 
Would  not  one  think  I  was  four-score  P  Lady  Albemarle ;  there  is 
a  happy  mother  I  Honours  military  and  ecclesiastic  raining  upon 
her  children  I  She  owns  she  has  felt  intoxicated.  The  moment 
flie  King  had  complimented  flie  Duke  of  Cumberland  on  Lord 
Albemarle's  success,  the  Duke  stepped  across  the  room  to  Lady 
Albemarle,  and  said,  **  If  it  was  not  in  the  Drawing-Boom,  I  would 
kiss  you.''    He '  is  full  as  transported  as  she  is. 

Princess  Augusta  is  certainly  to  marry  the  young  hero  of  Bruns- 
wick.' In  Portugal  it  goes  wofully.  Count  laLippehas  been  forced 
to  cut  flie  sash  from  the  breast  of  a  Portuguese  general  officer  for 
cowardice.  I  suppose,  however,  that  they  will  have  honour  enough 
left  to  stab  him  privately  for  it!  Carvdho's*  situation  is  beyond 
description ;  when  our  generals  go  to  confer  with  him,  they  find  a 
guard  at  every  door  of  every  room  in  his  house ;  bolts  and  bars  are 
unlocked  before  tiiey  can  arrive  at  him;  he  is  forced  to  keep 
himself  as  he  would  secure  the  head  of  the  Jesuits.  I  expect  very 
soon  to  see  the  Portuguese  royal  fiimily  at  Somerset-house.    Adieu ! 

8S4.    TO  THK  HON.  H.  8.  CONWAY. 

Strmwberrp  HiU,  Oct  88, 1782. 

Tov  take  my  philosophy  very  kindly,  as  it  was  meant ;  but  I 
suppose  you  smile  a  little  in  your  sleeve  to  hear  me  turn  moralist. 

'  Geoige  Lord  Albemaiie,  the  oonqneror  of  the  Hftnoinah,  was  the  ddef  &Toaiite 
of  Winiun  Duke  of  Onmbezljuid.— Walpolv.  "  Upon  the  whole  no  Joy  cin  equal  mine, 
aadlitnitaiidpluMiiiyaelfaalfitwaal  that  hadtakaatheHataiiiiah.''  Ihtkeo/ 
Omnberkmd  to  Lord  Albemarle,  2iid  Oct.  1782.— OvumroHiH. 

*  Charlee,  hereditaiy  Prinoe,  and  afterwarda  Doke  of  Branawiek.— Waltouc. 

'  The  ihaioiia  Piine  Miaiater  of  rortagaL— WaitVoia 
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Yet  why  should  not  I P  Must  every  absurd  young  man  prove  a 
foolidi  old  one?  Not  that  I  intend*  when  the  latter  term  is  quite 
arriredy  to  profess  preaclung ;  nor  should,  I  believe^  have  talked  so 
gravely  to  you,  if  your  situation  had  not  made  me  grave.  Till  the 
wmipaign  is  ended,  I  shall  be  in  no  humour  to  smile.  For  the  war, 
when  it  will  be  over,  I  have  no  idea.  The  Peaoe  is  a  jaok-o'- 
lanihom  tiiat  dances  before  one's  eyes,  is  never  approaohedy  and  at 
best  seems  ready  to  lead  some  folks  into  a  wofiil  quagmire. 

As  your  brother  was  in  town,  and  I  had  my  intelligence  from  him, 
I  concluded  you  would  have  the  same,  and  therefore  did  not  tell  you 
of  this  last  revolution,  whidh  has  brought  Mr.  Fox  again  upon  the 
scene.  I  have  been  in  town  but  once  since ;  yet  learned  enough  to 
confirm  the  opinion  I  had  conceived,  that  the  building  totters,  and 
that  this  last  buttress  will  but  push  on  its  &11.  Besides  the 
clamorous  opposition  already  encamped,  the  world  talks  of  another, 
composed  of  names  not  so  often  found  in  a  mutiny.  What  think 
you  of  the  great  Duke  [Cumberland],  and  the  little  Duke  [Bedford], 
and  the  old  Duke  [Newcastle],  and  the  Derbyshire  Duke  [Devon- 
diire],  banded  together  against  the  favourite  [Bute]  P  If  so,  it 
proves  the  court,  as  the  late  Lord  G  *  ^  *  * '  wrote  to  the  mayor  of 
Tiitchfield,  will  have  a  majority  in  everything  but  numbers.  How- 
ever, my  letter  is  a  week  old  before  I  write  it :  things  may  have 
changed  since  last  Tuesday.  Then  the  prospect  was  dea  plus  gloomy. 
Portugal  at  the  eve  of  being  conquered — Spain  preferring  a  diadem 
to  the  mural  crown  of  the  Havannah — a  squadron  taking  horse  fur 
Naples,  to  see  wheiher  King  Carlos  has  any  more  private  bowels 
than  public,  whether  he  is  a  better  fSetther  than  brother.  If  what  I 
heard  yesterday  be  true,  that  the  Parliament  is  to  be  put  off  till  the 
24th,  it  does  not  look  as  if  they  were  ready  in  the  green-room,  and 
despised  cat-calls. 

You  bid  me  send  you  the  flower  of  brimstone,  the  best  things 
pubUshed  in  this  season  of  outrage.  I  should  not  have  waited  for 
orders,  if  I  had  met  with  the  least  tolerable  morsel.  But  this 
opposition  ran  stark  mad  at  once,  cursed,  swore,  called  names,  and 
has  not  been  one  minute  cool  enough  to  have  a  grain  of  wit  Their 
prints  are  gross,  their  papers  scurrilous ;  indeed  the  authors  abuse 
cue  another  more  than  anybody  else.  I  have  not  seen  a  single  ballad 
or  epigram.  They  are  as  seriously  dull  as  if  the  controversy  was 
religious.  I  do  not  take  in  a  paper  of  either  side ;  and  being  very 
it,  the  only  way  of  bdng  impartial,  they  shall  not  make  me 

'  Qoeiy:  Gower.^CvvirncaAif. 
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pay  till  ihey  make  me  laugh.  I  am  here  quite  aloiie»  and  shallstay 
a  fortnight  longer^  unless  the  Parliament  prorogued  lengfliena  my 
holidays.  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  so  indifferent,  to  ha^e  so  little 
curiosity,  as  not  to  go  and  see  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  fitightened  ybr 
his  country — ^the  only  thing  that  neyer  yet  gave  him  a  panic.  Then 
I  am  still  such  a  schoolboy,  that  though  I  could  guess  half  their 
orations,  and  know  all  their  meaning,  I  must  go  and  hear  Geasar  and 
Pompey  scold  in  the  Temple  of  Concord.  As  this  age  is  to  make 
such  a  figure  hereafter,  how  the  Ghronoviuses  and  Warburtons  would 
despise  a  senator  that  deserted  the  forum  when  the  masters  of  the 
world  harangued !  For,  as  this  age  is  to  be  historic,  so  of  course 
it  will  be  a  standard  of  yirtue  too ;  and  we,  like  our  wicked  prMe- 
oessors  the  Bomans,  shall  be  quoted,  till  our  yery  ghosts  blush,  as 
models  of  patriotism  and  magnanimity.  What  lectures  will  be 
read  to  poor  children  en  this  sara !  Europe  taught  to  tremble,  the 
great  Emg  humbled,  the  treasures  of  Peru  diverted  into  the  Thames, 
Asia  subdued  by  the  gigantic  Clire  t  for  in  that  age  men  were  near 
seven  feet  high ;  France  suing  for  peace  at  the  gates  of  Buckingham- 
house,  the  steady  wisdom  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  drawing  a  circle 
round  the  GhJlic  monarch,  and  forbidding  him  to  pass  it  till  he  had 
signed  the  cession  of  America ;  Pitt  more  eloquent  than  Demostiienesy 
and  trampling  on  proffered  pensions  like — I  don't  know  who ;  Lord 
Temple  sacrificing  a  brother  to  the  love  of  his  country ;  Wilkes  as 
spotiess  as  Sallust,  and  the  Flamen  Churchill '  knocking  down  the 
foes  of  Britain  with  statues  of  the  Gods ! — Oh  I  I  am  out  of  breath 
with  eloquence  and  prophecy,  and  truth  and  lies :  my  narrow  chest 
was  not  formed  to  hold  inspiration !  I  must  return  to  piddling  with 
my  Painters :  those  lofty  subjects  are  too  much  forme.  Gtood  night ! 

P.S.  I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  Gideon,*  who  is  dead  worth  more 
than  the  whole  land  of  Canaan,  has  left  the  reversion  of  all  his  milk 
and  honey,  after  his  son  and  daughter  and  their  children,  to  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire,  without  insisting  on  his  taking  the  name,  or 
even  being  circumcised.  Lord  Albemarle  is  eiqpeoted  home  in 
December.  My  nephew  Keppel'  is  Bishop  of  Exeter,  not  of 
the  Havannah,  as  you  may  imagine,  for  his  mitre  was  prcnnised 
the  day  before  the  news  came. 

'  Charles  ChurehiU  the  poet — Wa&voli. 

'  See  Tol.  it  p.  260  tnd  p.  895. — Cuvvivohaic. 

*  Frederick  Keppel,  yoimgeel  brother  of  George  EmI  of  Albemarle,  who  com- 
manded  at  taking  tiie  Havaimah,  bad  married  Ijanray  eldent  danghter  of  Sir  Edward 
Walpole.--  Waltoli. 
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S2S.    TO  THE  RIGHT  HON.  LADT  HKEVEY. 

Stitiwbarjf  ma,  Od,  81, 1762. 

It  is  too  late,  I  fear,  to  attempt  acknowledging  the  honour 
]^fadame  de  Chabot'  does  me;  and  yet,  if  she  is  not  gone,  I 
would  fiun  not  appear  migratefdL  I  do  not  know  where  she  lives, 
or  I  would  not  take  the  Uberty  again  of  making  your  ladyship  my 
penny-poet.    If  she  is  gone,  you  will  throw  my  note  into  the  fire. 

Pliay,  Madam,  blow  your  nose  wiili  a  piece  of  flannel — ^not 
that  I  belieye  it  will  do  you  the  least  good — but,  as  all  wise 
folks  think  it  becomes  them  to  recommend  nursing  and  flannelhng 
the  gouty  imitate  them ;  and  I  don't  know  any  other  way  of  lapping 
it  up,  when  it  appears  in  the  person  of  a  running  cold.  I  will 
make  it  a  visit  on  Tuesday  next,  and  shall  hope  to  find  it  tolerably 
rented. 

F.S.  You  must  tell  me  all  the  news  when  I  arrive,  for  I  know 
noHiing  of  what  is  passing.  I  have  only  seen  in  the  papers,  that 
file  cock  and  hen  doves'  that  went  to  Paris  not  having  been  able  to 
make  peace,  there  is  a  third  dove'  just  flown  thither  to  help  fliem. 

82S.    TO  OSOBOX  HOHTAOU,  ESQ. 

AflinQUm  Street,  Thwnday,  Nov,  4, 1762. 

The  events  of  these  last  eight  days  will  make  you  stare.  This 
day  se'nnight  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  came  to  town,  was  flatly 
refiised  an  audience,  and  gave  up  his  key.  Yesterday  Lord  Book- 
ingham  resigned,  and  your  cousin  Mandiester  was  named  to  the 
bedchamber.  The  King  then  in  coimdl  called  for  the  book,  and 
dashed  out  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's  name.  If  you  like  spirit,  en 
wilal 

Do  you  know  I  am  sorry  for  all  this  P  You  will  not  suspect  me 
of  tendemess  for  his  grace  of  Devonshire,  nor,  recollecting  how  Hhe 
wliole  house  of  Cavendish  treated  me  on  my  breach  with  my  uncle,* 

>  LadjKary  Chabot,  daughter  of  tU  Esrl  of  Staffofd.—WAi«)u. 
*  Thb  Dnks  and  DvcImm  of  Bodl6rd.--WAi.poLi. 
a  Mr.  Hans  Stanly.— WaiiMu. 

«  One  of  old  Horaoa't  sciis  had  maniod  a  dangfater  of  the  Duke  of  Dtroiubire.— 
CvaaiVGBAM. 


43  HORACE  WALPOLES  liBOTEKS.  [1762. 

will  any  afibrnts,  that  happen  to  them,  call  ferth  my  tears.  But  I 
think  the  act  too  violent  and  too  serionSy  and  dipped  in  a  deeper 
dye  than  I  like  in  politicB.  Sqfoabbles,  and  speeehesy  and  yirtae, 
and  profltitationy  amnae  one  sometimeB ;  leas  and  less  indeed  every 
day;  but  measures,  from  whioh  you  must  advanoe  and  cannot 
retreat,  is  a  game  too  deep  ;  one  neither  knows  who  may  be 
involved,  nor  where  will  be  the  end.    It  is  not  pleasant.    Adieu ! 


S27.    TO  SIB  HORACE  KANN. 

AHmffUm  Sktet,  Ifav.  9, 1762. 

I  NOW  pay  my  last  debt  to  you,  for  I  send  you  the  Peace.  It 
arrived  at  three  o'dook  yesterday  morning,  and  was  signed  on  the 
third;  includes  Spain,  saves  Portugal,  and  leaves  the  hero  and 
heroine '  of  Ghrmany  to  scratch  out  one  another's  last  eye.  I  do 
not  pretend  to  minute  the  particiilars  to  you ;  you  will  have  heard 
them  from  France  before  you  can  have  received  them  from  mc. 
Nay,  I  do  not  know  them  exactly.  Florida  for  the  Havannah 
is  Ihe  chief  thing  mentioned;  so  Spain  pays  a  little  for  the  family- 
compact,  besides  the  loss  of  her  ships,  and  disappointment  of  the 
Grown  of  Portugal.  I  believe  she  relinquished  her  prospect  of  the 
latter  to  save  that  of  Naples ;  a  bombarding  fleet  was  destined 
thither.  The  Ministry  affect  to  talk  highly  of  their  peace,  though 
I  think  they  are  not  very  proud  of  it.  The  City  condemns  it  already 
by  wholesale,  and  will  by  retail.  Mr.  Pitt  sajns  it  is  inadequate  to 
our  successes,  and  inglorious  for  our  Allies ;  the  gentlest  words  I 
suppose  he  will  utter.  For  my  part,  who  know  nothing  of  the 
detail,  I  can  but  rejoice  that  peace  is  made.  The  miserable  world 
win  have  some  rqMse,  and  Mr.  Conway  is  safe.  I  own  I  have  lived 
in  terror  about  him. 

Coupled  with  the  oonsequenoes  of  the  Peace  will  be  two  great 
events  that  have  lately  happened  to  one  considerable  person,  and 
which  have  occasioned  much  surprise.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire, 
who  has  been  fluctuating  between  his  gdden  Key  and  disgust,  ever 
since  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  &11,  came  from  the  Bath  last  Thursday 
Be'nnight;  prepared  to  resign,  if  ill  recer?ed.'    He  went  directly 

1  The  King  of  Pn«U  and  tlie  BmpreM  Qneen.— Waupou. 

*  See  the  Dnke  of  Newourtto  to  Lend  Bo^IiisMb*  Oet  SSth,  17SS,  fbr  »d  aoooani 
of  wbfti  hli  giBoe  is  pleeaed  to  ctU  "the  moei  eztiMrdiiniy  ereiift  tfaai  bM  happened 
Iq  any  eonrt  of  Sarope."  Eodfrngham  MmnoiiH,  L  SSffi  The  Dake  eonflmi^  the 
aooaiacgr  of  Wa^le.— CuvanreBiM. 
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to  Court,  and  bid  the  page  in  waiting  tell  the  Xing  he  was  there 
A  flat  answer  that  the  King  would  not  see  him  was  returned.  He 
sent  in  again  to  know  what  he  must  do  with  his  Key  and  Staff  [as 
Lozd  CSiamberlain], — reply:  he  should  reoeiye  the  King's  orden 
shout  them.  He  went  directly  to  Lord  EgTemonfs  and  left  thifem 
there.  On  the  Allowing  Wednesday  the  King  in  Cbunoil  called  for 
the  CSouncil-hook,  and  ordered  the  Duke's  name  to  be  struck  out  of 
it: — a  proceeding  almost  noTel,  having  never  happened  but  to  Lord 
Bath  [Mr.  Pulteney]  and  Lord  George  Sabkville.  There  are  but 
bint  reasons  given  for  so  ignominious  a  treatment,  as  his  not  coming 
to  ooimcil  when  summoned,  Ac.,  but  the  political  cause  assigned  is, 
to  intimidate  the  great  lords,  and  preyent  more  resignations,  which 
were  expected.  Hitherto  in  that  light  it  has  succeeded,  fer  Lord 
Bockingham  alone  has  quitted.  It  is  very  amusing  to  me  to  see 
the  House  of  Lords  humbled.  I  have  long  beheld  their  increasing 
power  with  concern,  and  though  not  at  all  wishing  to  see  the  higher 
scale  preponderating^  I  am  convinced  nothing  but  the  Grown  can 
reduce  the  exorbitance  of  the  peers,  and  perhaps  it  will  be  able ;  for 
I  betieye  half  those  who  are  proud  of  tweniy  thousand  pounds  a*year, 
will  bear  anything  for  a  thousand  more. 

I  forgot  when  I  named  only  Lord  Rockingham :  the  duke's 
brother  and  brother-in-law.  Lord  George  Cavendish  and  Lord 
fiesborough  resigned  their  places  immediately.  None  of  them  but 
the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  in  the  Bedchamber  are  yet  filled  up. 

I  am  an  honester  prophet  than  most  of  my  profession.  I  record 
my  blunders.  I  foretold  that  this  Ministry  would  not  be  able  to 
open  the  Parliament  See  how  fiiir  I  am ;  I  do  not  pretend  that 
I  only  meant  on  the  eleventh — it  is  put  off  to  the  twenty-fifth,  and 
yet  I  do  not  brag  of  the  eyent  yerifying  my  prediction.  As  the 
Peace  is  come,  they  must  abide  it ;  and  probably  will  be  able  to 
carry  it  throne^'— imd  yet  they  will  have  to  fight  their  way.  The 
Duke  of  Newcastle  certainly — by  certainly  I  only  mean  to  answer 
for  his  resolution  at  this  instant--goes  into  opposition.  Lord  Hard- 
wicke,  it  is  said,  will  accompany  him — ^if  he  does,  I  shall  not  think 
Lord  Bute's  game  so  sure ;  that  is,  I  haye  no  notion  of  Yorkes 
in  opposition  without  a  moral  assurance  of  success.  If  the  man 
Hardwicke  comes  out  of  the  weather-house,  it  will  certainly  be  a 
stormy  season. 

I  write  shortly,  for  I  am  in  a  hurry ;  but  my  letter,  rolled  out, 
wmdd  make  a  very  large  one.  Your  own  comments  will  make  it 
last  you  some  time.     In  short,  more  than  one  die  is  cast.    I  am 
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retaromg  to  Strawbeny  for  some  days,  rejoiced  that  my  friends 
are  seoore ;  and  for  eyents,  let  them  oome  as  they  may.  I  have 
nothing  to  do  to  be  glad  or  sorry,  whatever  happens  ministerially, 
and  do  not  know  why  one  may  not  tee  histoiy  with  the  same 
indifference  that  one  reiuk  it    Adieu  I 

P.S.  I  wish  you  would  farouUe  yourself  to  inquire  at  Bome 
whether  the  mould  of  the  liyia  Mattei,  made  by  Yaloiy  for  my 
mother's '  statue,  exists.  My  oast  is  broken  through  and  through, 
and  the  plaster  too  rotten  to  bo  repaired  or  to  last  If  eTristing, 
will  you  inform  yourself  to  how  much  a  oast  in  bronze  would 
amountP  If  it  would  pass  my  pocket,  I  must  be  glad  of  another 
oast 

S2S.    TO  THE  BET.  WILLIAM  COLS. 
DiAK  SiE :  Strawberry  HiU,  Noe.  IS,  17S2. 

Tou  wiU  easily  guess  that  my  delay  in  answering  your  obliging 
letter,  was  solely  owing  to  my  not  knowing  whidier  to  direct  to  you. 
I  waited  till  I  thought  you  may  be  retomed  home.  Thank  you  for 
all  the  trouble  you  have  given,  and  do  give  yourself  for  me ;  it  is 
vastly  more  than  I  deserve. 

Dnke  Richard's  portrait  I  willingly  wave,  at  least  for  the  present, 
till  one  can  find  out  who  he  is.  I  have  more  eoriosiiy  about  the 
figures  of  Heniy  Vll.  at  Christ's  College.  I  shall  be  glad  some 
time  or  oUber  to  visit  them,  to  see  how  tax  either  of  them  agree  with 
his  portraitin  my  picture  of  his  marriage.  St  Ethelreda  was  mighty 
weleome. 

We  have  had  variety  of  weaiher  since  I  saw  you,  but  I  fear 
none  of  the  patterns  made  your  journey  more  agreeable. 


829.    TO  THE  HOK.  HORACE  WALPOLS.* 
DaAsSta:  ^a».  21, 1762 

As  soon  as  I  heard  that  the  Parks,*  which  Lord  Ashbumham  had 

'  On  lier  monament  in  Westmhuter  Abbey,  toL  L  p.  IzriiL — Walvou. 

*  Kow  first  oollMted,  from  Walpole'i  Memoln  of  the  reign  of  King  Qeoi^  III., 
ToL  L  p.  218d — OunriHOHAx. 

*  The  Bangenhip  of  St  James's  and  Hyde  Parks.  This  post  was  not  ▼orth  two 
thousand  two  hnndred  poonds  a^year  by  itself,  bat  with  the  bedchamber,  as  Lord 
Ashbomham  had  held  It  Lord  Orfcrd  was  already  lord  of  the  bedcfaunber ;  so, 
ihoQi^  I  did  not  know  it  at  that  time,  the  ofier  was  grossly  fc^UwifflM.  Foa^  however, 
night  be  ignorant  too  of  this  dreamstanoe. — Walpoul 
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quitted,  were  worth  2^00/.  a-year  (as  they  oertaizily  are),  I  thought 
saoh  an  income  might,  if  not  prerent,  at  least  proorasthiate  your 
nepheVs  ruin.*  I  find  nohody  knows  his  brdship's' thoughts  on 
the  present  state  of  politicB. 

Perhaps  he  has  none.  Now,  are  you  willing,  and  are  you  flie 
proper  person,  to  tell  Lord  Orford  that  I  will  do  my  best  to  procure 
this  employment  for  him,  if  I  can  soon  learn  that  he  desires  itP 
If  he  does  choose  it,  I  doubt  not  of  his  and  his  friend  Boone's' 
hearty  assistance,  and  belieye  I  shall  see  you  too,  much  oftener  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  This  is  offisring  you  a  bribe,  but  'tis  such 
a  one  as  one  honest  good-natured  man  may  without  offence  oiEer  to 
another. 

If  you  undertake  this,  do  it  immediately,  and  have  attention  to 
my  part  in  it,  which  is  delicate.  If  you  do  not  undertake  it,  let  me 
know  your  thoughts  of  the  proposal,  whether  I  had  better  drop  it 
entirely,  or  put  it  into  other  hands,  and  whose. 

You'll  belieye  me,  when  I  tell  you  that  goodness  of  heart  has  as 
much  share  in  this  to  the  full,  as  poUoy. 

ITouTB  erer, 

H.  Fox.* 

*  G«orge  Walpole,  third  ltd  of  Orfbrd,  gruidMii  of  Sir  Bobsri  WtlpoW.  Not 
onl J  Us  gnaAUJIhm  and  fttlMr  Ind  Ml  gvest  dibti^  list  Ut  own  diaiipstion  hsd 
iimlT«d  bim  in  msny  moi«.^WALVouL 

<  He  icareely  rrer  had  any  thought!  about  poUtlo^  bat  UTod  ahnoat  alwaja  In  tho 
eovntiy  and  at  Hewmaricet,  wasting  his  timoand  fortona  hj  manHimBkUM,  lathor  than 
inpleaatti«aand«zpenae&  With  a  moat  engaging  flgon  and  addreia,  ha  profited  of  no 
one  adTantage  to  which  he  waa  bom;  and,  without  any  Tiew  of  adTantage  to  himielC 
diigusted  ereiy  friend  he  had  by  inaenaibOity,  and  emy  fUend  he  mi^i  hare  ^mI  by 
inaineerity.— Waltoul 

*  Chailea  Boon^  broni^t  early  into  parliament  1^  Lord  Orford,  for  Oaatleriaing. 
Fox  had  alrtady  aoUdted  Lord  Orford  throngh  Mr.  Boone,  bat  without  reoeiTJbBg  any 
anawer. — ^Waupoli. 

^  Thia  artftd  and  diaingenuooa  letter  the  meaaenger  waa  ordered  to  deaire  I  woold 
answer  inunetUately.  I  determined  at  onoe  to  guard  my  ezpreaaions  in  such  a  manner, 
that^  under  the  i^peanmoe  of  the  lame  inaineere  eordiality  which  Fox  aieeted  to 
wear,  it  ihould  not  be  poaslble  to  fix  either  declaration  or  engagement  upon  me; 
ahowlng  him  at  the  same  time  that  I  would  neither  acoept  Ihfour  from  him,  nor  be 
indirectly  obliged  to  him  thou|^  my  nephew.  I  waa  aware  that^  if  I  reAised  to  notuy 
the  offer  to  Lord  Oxford,  he  or  Ids  friends,  and  the  Court  too,  would  ndae  a  damour 
against  melbr  prerentinghiBreeeiTing  afhToarthalhe  wantedaomueh :  and,  aa  he  waa 
already  l<nd  of  the  bedchamber,  there  oould  be  no  reaaon  in  honour  why  he  should 
not  accept  an  addition  of  income ;  nor  waa  there  anything  in  his  principles  that  would 
make  htm  difteult  to  be  fiffther  bound.  With  these  Tiews  I  returned  the  following 
asswcr.—WAirouk 
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8S0.    TO  THE  RiaHT  HOK.  HENRY  FOX.> 
Diiu  Sin:  Hov.  21, 1762. 

Arbr  having  done*  what  the  world  knows  I  have  done,  to  try 
to  retrieve  the  aflhixs  of  my  fiEunily,  and  to  save  my  nephew  fiom 
ruin,  I  can  have  little  hopes  that  any  interposition  of  mine  will  tend 
to  an  end  I  wish  so  mnch.  I  cannot  even  flatter  myself  with  having 
the  least  weight  with  my  Lord  Qrford.  In  the  present  case  I  can 
still  less  indidge  myself  in  any  soch  hopes.  Yon  remember  in  the 
case  of  the  St  Michael  election,  how  hardly  he  nsed  me  on  your 
aooonnt.  I  know  how  much  he  resented  last  year  his  thinking  you 
concerned  in  the  contest  about  the  borough'  where  he  set  up  Mr. 
Thomas  Walpole;  as  he  has  not  even  now  deigned  to  answer 
Mr.  Boone's  letter,*  I  can  Uttie  expect  that  he  will  behave  with  moro 
politeness  to  me.  Tet,  I  think  it  so  much  my  duty  to  lay  before 
him  anything  for  his  advantage,  and  what  is  by  no  means  incom- 
patible with  his  honour,  that  I  certainly  will  acquaint  him  imme- 
diately with  the  offer  you  are  so  good  as  to  make  him. 

You  see  I  write  to  you  with  my  usual  frankness  and  sinoerity ; 
and  you  will,  I  am  sure,  be  so  good  as  to  keep  to  yourself  the  free- 
dom with  which  I  mention  very  nice  family  affairs.  You  must 
excuse  me  if  I  add  one  word  more  on  myself.  My  wish  is,  that 
Lord  Orford  should  accept  this  offer ;  yet,  I  tell  you  truly,  I  shall 
state  it  to  him  plainly  and  simply,  without  giving  any  advice,  not 
only  for  the  reasons  I  have  expressed  above,  but  becaiise  I  do  not 
mean  to  be  involved  in  this  affair  any  otherwise  than  as  a  messenger. 
A  man  who  is  so  scrupulous  as  not  to  accept  any  obligation  for 
himself,  cannot  be  allowed  to  accept  one  for  another  without  thinking 
himself  bound  in  gratitude  as  much  as  if  done  to  himself.  The 
very  little  share  I  ever  mean  to  take  more  in  public  a&irs,  shall 

'  Now  fint  collected. 

*  This  alludes  to  my  hsTing  projected  a  mfttch  for  Lord  Orford  with  ICln  Nicholl, 
an  hdresa  worth  one  hundred  and  fifty  thonaand  pounda,  whom  Loid  Orford  would 
not  many ;  and  in  the  coune  of  which  negotiation  I  hiid  a  great  quarrel  with  my 
uncle,  old  Horace  Walpole,  who  endeaTOuied,  though  tmated  with  her  by  me,  to 
marry  her  to  one  of  hia  own  younger  lona.  Thiaquairel  had  made  Tery  great  noiae, 
and  many  perMma  were  engaged  in  it  The  young  hdy  afterwards  married  the 
Harquia  of  Caemarron. — Walpoli. 

'  Mr.  Fox  had  supported  Mr.  Sulli?an  at  a  borough  in  the  west,  against  Mr.  T. 
Walpole ;  I  forget  whether  it  waa  Callington  or  Ashbnrton.  Lord  Orford  was  heir  to 
estates  in  both  1^  his  mother. — Wa&pou. 

*  Mr.  Boone  had  acquainted  me  with  this^  and  Mr.  Fox  thought  I  did  not  know  it» 
but  I  chose  to  let  him  see  I  did.-— Walpoli, 


17!».l  TO  THE  VABL  OP  OBfOUH  If 

and  must  be  dictated  by  dismterested  motiTes.  I  bare  no  one  Tirtuc 
to  support  me  but  that  disinterestednesB,  and,  if  I  act  witli  you,  no 
man  liying  sball  bave  it  to  say  that  it  was  not  by  choice  and  by 
prineiple.  I  am,  dear  sir, 

Tour  obedient  humble  servant, 

HOKACB  WaLPOIJS.* 

881.    TO  THS  BARL  OF  ORVOBD.* 
Mt  Dbaa  IjOJU>  :  Ariinffion  Stnet,  No9.  2S,  17dS. 

I  MUST  pre&oe  what  I  am  going  to  say,  with  desiring  you  to 
beEere  that  I  by  no  means  take  the  liberty  of  giving  you  any  advice, 
and  should  the  proposal  I  have  to  make  to  you  be  disagreeable,  I 
beg  you  to  excuse  it,  as  I  thoughtit  my  duty  to  lay  before  you  any- 
thing tiiat  is  for  your  advantage,  and  as  you  would  have  reason  to 
blame  me  if  I  dedined  communicating  to  you  a  lucrative  o£Bar. 

I  last  night  received  a  letter  fix>m  Mr.  Fox,  in  which  he  tells  me, 
that,  hearing  the  Parks,  vacant  by  Lord  Ashbumham's  resignation, 
are  worth  2,200/.  a-year,  he  will,  if  you  desire  to  succeed  him,  do 
his  best  to  procure  that  employment  for  you,  if  he  can  soon  learn 
that  it  is  your  wish. 

If  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  send  me  your  answer,  Z  will  acquaint 
him  with  it,  or  if' you  think  it  more  polite  to  thank  Mr.  Fox  himself 
for  his  obliging  offer,  I  shall  be  very  well  content  to  be,  as  I  am  in 
everything  else,  a  cypher,  except  where  I  can  show  jAyself, 

My  dear  Lord,  * 

Your  very  affectionate  humble  servant, 

Horace  Walpole.* 

>  There  were  trnihs  enooi^  to  diepleeee,  and  tli^y  did  not  ee<»pe  Fox.  The  eon- 
eeqnenee  to  me  wae,  that  by  Ue  iaflaenee  ndth  Martin,  leeretaiy  of  the  treaenrj,  mjr 
payments  were  stopped  for  some  months,  nor  made  bat  on  my  writing  to  Lord  Bate 
himaelf ;  which,  as,  notwithstanding  this  peneention,  I  would  ta]u  no  part  with  the 
adminlatiation,  prored  that  the  deby  had  not  flowed  from  the  minister  himself,  bat 
from  his  associate,  my  good  friend.— Walpoul 

'  Kow  tet  ooUeeied. — CvnnsoHAV. 

'  To  this  letter,  nor  to  the  offer,  did  Lord  Oilbrd  giTO  himself  the  tnmble  of  making 
the  least  reply ;  bat  airiying  in  town  the  reiy  day  the  parliament  met,  he  came  to  me, 
and  asked  me  what  he  was  to  do.  I  replied  yeiy  coldly,  I  did  not  know  what  1m 
Intended  to  do ;  but  if  his  meaning  was  to  accept,  I  anppose,  he  on^t  to  go  to  Mr. 
Foz,  and  tell  him  so,  I  haying  nothing  ftirther  to  do  with  it  than  barely  toaoqoaint  him 
with  the  offer.  Witiiont  preface  or  apology,  without  reoolleeting  his  long  enmity  (it 
la  tnie  he  did  not  know  why  he  was  Fox's  enemy),  and  without  a  hint  of  recon- 
ciliation, to  FoK  he  went,  accepted  the  place,  and  nerer  gare  thai  mlnlstiy  ono 
vote  afterwards ;  continning  in  the  ooontry,  as  he  would  haTC  done,  had  they  given 
him  nothing.— Walpolh. 
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881    TO  OSOBGB  MOKTAQU,  ESQ. 

AfiinffUm  Street,  Dee.  iO^Vm. 

As  I  am  fiur  from  haying  been  better  sinoe  I  wrote  to  yon  lasti  my 
post-ehaise  points  more  and  more  to  Naples.  Yet  Strawbeny,  like 
a  mistress. 

At  oft  M I  dMond  the  hm  of  hMlth, 
Waahflt  my  hold  kw%j. 

Your  company  would  have  made  me  decide  mnch  JEister,  but  I  see 
I  have  litiie  hopes  of  that,  nor  can  I  blame  you ;  I  don't  use  so 
rough  a  word  with  regard  to  myself  but  to  your  pursuing  your 
amusement^  which  I  am  sure  Ihe  journey  would  be.  I  neyer 
doubted  your  fcindness  to  me  one  moment ;  the  affectionate  manner 
in  which  you  offered,  three  weeks  ago,  to  accompany  me  to  Bath, 
will  never  be  forgotten.  I  do  not  think  my  complaint  very  serious ; 
for  how  can  it  be  so,  when  it  has  never  confined  me  a  whole  day  P 
But  my  mornings  are  so  bad,  and  I  have  had  so  much  more  pain 
this  last  week,  with  restless  nights,  that  I  am  convinced  it  must  not 
be  trifled  witL  Yet  I  think  Italy  would  be  the  last  thing  I 
would  try,  if  it  were  not  to  avoid  politics :  yet  I  hear  nothing  dae. 
The  court  and  opposition  both  grow  more  vident  every  day  from  the 
same  cause ;  the  victoiy  of  the  former.  Both  sides  torment  me  with 
their  affairs,  though  it  is  so  plain  I  do  not  care  a  straw  about  either. 
I  wish  I  were  great  enough  to  say,  as  a  French  officer  on  the  stage 
at  Paris  said  to  the  pit^ ''  Accordez-vous,  canaille  I ''  Yet  to  a  man 
without  ambition  or  interestedness,  politicians  are  canaille.  Nothing 
appears  to  me  more  ridicnloos  in  my  life  than  my  having  ever  loved 
their  squabble,  and  that  at  an  age  when  I  loved  better  things  too  ! 
My  poor  neutrality,  which  thing  I  signed  with  all  the  world,  sub- 
jects me,  like  other  insignificant  monarchs  on  parallel  occasions,  to 
affronts.  On  Thursday  I  was  summoned  to  IMncess  Emily's  loo. 
Loo  she  called  it,  poKtiea  it  was.  The  second  thing  she  said  to  mc 
was,  "  How  were  you  the  two  long  days  P ''  **  Madam,  I  was  only 
there  the  first"  '' And  how  did  you  vote  f  "Madam,  I  went  away.'' 
**  Upon  my  word,  that  was  carving  welL"  Not  a  veiy  pleasant 
apostrophe  to  one  who  certainly  never  was  a  time-server  I  Well,  we 
sat  down.  She  said,  **  I  hear  Wilkinson  is  tamed  out,  and  that  Sir 
Edward  Winnington  is  to  have  his  place ;  who  is  he  P  "  addressing 
herself  to  me,  who  sat  over  against  her.    ''  He  is  the  late  Mr.  Win 


irei]  TO  MB.  HOKTAQU.  4g 


niiigtoii's    heir,  Madam/'    ''Did   you  like  thai  Winnington P '' 
**  I  can't  bat  say  I  did.  Madam/*    She  ahmgged  up  her  shoalders, 
and  ooniinaed;  "  Winnington  originally  waa  a  great  Toiy;  what  do 
yon  think  he  was  when  he  died  P  "    **  Madam,  I  believe  what  all 
people  are  in  plaoe."    Ftay,  Mr.  Montagu,  do  yon  perceiye  any- 
thing rode  or  offenfliTe  in  this  P    Hear  then :  she  flew  into  the  most 
ontrageons  passion,  coloured  like  scarlet,  and  said, ''  None  of  your 
wit;  I  dont  understand  joking  on  those  subjects ;  whatdo  you  think 
your  father  would  have  said  if  he  had  heard  you  say  so  P    He  would 
have  nmrdered  you,  and  you  would  have  deserved  iV*    I  was  quite 
confounded  and  amased ;  it  was  impossible  to  eaqplain  myself  across 
a  loo-table,  as  she  is  so  deaf:  there  is  no  making  a  reply  to  a  woman 
and  a  Princess,  and  particularly  for  me,  who  have  made  it  a  rule, 
when  I  must  converse  with  royalties,  to  treat  them  with  the  greatest 
respect,  since  it  is  all  the  court  they  will  ever  have  from  me.    I  said 
to  those  on  each  side  of  me,  **  What  can  I  do  P    I  cannot  explain 
myself  now."    Well,  I  held  my  peace,  and  so  did  she  for  a  quarter 
of  an  hour.    Then  she  began  with  me  again,  examined  me  on  the 
whole  debate,  and  at  last  asked  me  directly,  which  I  thought  the 
best  speaker,  my  feither  or  Mr.  Pitt    If  possible,  this  was  more 
distressing  than  her  anger.    I  replied,  it  was  impossible  to  compare 
two  men  so  different ;  that  I  believed  my  father  was  more  a  man  of 
buainess    than    Mr.    Pitt    ''Well,  but  Mr.  Pitt's  langnageP" 
**  Madam,"  said  I,  "  I  have  always  been  remarkable  for  admiring 
Mr.  Pitf  s  language."    At  last,  this  unpleasant  scene  ended ;  but  as 
we  were  going  away,  I  went  close  to  her,  and  said,  "  Madam,  I  must 
beg  leave  to  explain  myself;  your  Boyal  Highness  has  seemed  to  be 
very  angiy  with  me,  and  I  am  sure  I  did  not  mean  to  offend  you : 
all  I  intended  to  say  was,  that  I  supposed  Tories  were  Whigs  when 
they  got  places  I"    "  Oh  I "  said  she,  "  I  am  very  mudi  obliged  to 
you ;  indeed,  I  was  vary  angry."    Why  she  was  angry,  or  what  she 
thought  I  meant,  I  do  not  know  to  this  moment,  unless  she  sup- 
posed that  I  would  have  hinted  that  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  and  the 
Opposition  were  not  men  of  consummate  virtue,  and  had  lost  their 
places  out  of  principle.    The  very  reverse  was  at  that  time  in  my 
head ;  for  I  meant  that  the  Tories  would  be  just  as  loyal  as  the 
Whigs,  when  they  got  anything  by  it 

You  will  laugh  at  my  distresses,  and  in  truth  they  are  little  serious ; 
yet  they  almost  put  me  out  of  humour.  If  your  cousin  [Halifu] 
reaHses  his  fidr  words  to  you,  I  shall  be  very  good-humoured  again. 
I  am  not  so  morose  as  to  disHke  my  friends  for  being  in  place ;  in- 

VOU  IT.  ■ 
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deed,  if  they  are  in  great  place,  my  frienddup  goes  to  deep  Kkea 
parofi  at  jAaraoh,  and  does  not  wttke  again  till  their  deal  is  orec 
Goodnight 

9$$.    TO  BIB  HORACB  MAKN. 

Ab  the  Parliament  is  met,  yon  ynH  natnrally  ezpeet  to  hear  mnch 
news ;  bnt,  whatever  disposition  there  may  he  to  create  nordtieSy 
nothing  has  yet  happened  of  any  importance.  One  peroeiTes  that 
the  chie&  of  the  Opposition  hare  not  mnoh  young  blood  in  their 
vmns.  The  first  day  of  the  session  was  remarkable  for  nothing  bat 
the  absence  of  the  leaders;  Mr.  Fox  had  yacated  his  seat,  and  ICr. 
Pitt  was  laid  np  with  the  gout,  as  he  still  contimieB.  Bnt,  if  the 
generals  want  fire,  the  troops  do  not:  Lord  Bnte  was  in  great 
danger  from  the  mob,  was  biased  and  pelted,  and,  if  the  gnaids  had 
not  been  fetched,  would  probably  hare  fered  still  worse.  The 
majority  is  certainly  with  the  Court;  the  Nation  against  it.  Hie 
Duke  of  Cumberland,  who  has  entirely  broken  with  Mr.  Fox,  has 
had  a  conference  of  four  hours  with  Mr.  Pitt  Hitiierto  it  has  pro- 
duced nothing. 

As  wishing  weU  to  Mr.  Fox,  I  can  but  be  sorry  he  has  under- 
taken his  new  proTince,  to  which  his  health  is  by  no  means  equal. 
I  should  think  the  probabiliiy  of  his  death  must  alarm  tiie  Court, 
who  owe  their  present  security  entirely  to  him,  and  would  not  meet 
with  much  quarter  from  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  or  the 
greater  Duke.'  Theresentmentof  the  last  I  guess  tobethe  bitterest 
of  all.  For  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  he  only  makes  one  smile  as 
usual ;  to  see  him  frisking  while  his  grave  is  diggix^.  Contests  for 
power  and  struggles  of  fruition  have  long  served  only  to  divert  me. 
I  wish  I  thought  the  present  tempest  would  end  like  all  others  I 
have  seen,  in  gratifying  the  dirty  views  of  particulars ;  they  would 
have  their  pay,  and  we  should  be  quiet  for  a  season.  I  don't  take 
that  to  be  entirely  the  case  at  present 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough  is  Lord  Chamberkin ;  Lord  Northum- 
berland, Chamberlain  to  the  Queen  and  Cabinet  Counsdlor.  Other 
places  vacated  by  resignations  are  not  yet  filled  up ;  but  it  is  known 
that  Mr.  Moiice,  whom  you  have  lately  seen,  is  to  be  Comptroller  of 
the  Hous^old.  Your  old  friend.  Lord  Sandwich,  goes  ambassador 
to  Spain.  Another  of  your  friends  is  dead.  Lord  Corke ;  and  another 

>  The  Dake  of  Oimbwliad.— W auoul 
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bas  desired  me  to  say  much  to  yon  from  him — Lord  Stonnoiit :  ho  is 
a  partidilar  fitvoiirite  inth  me. 

Mr.  Conway  stays  to  conduct  home  the  troops :  as  it  will  be  above 
six  weeks  before  I  see  him,  I  should  be  sorry  if  I  did  not  envy  any- 
body that  is  at  a  distance  from  these  bo^Oes.  I  am  partioalarly 
fj^  that  he  is  so,  for  it  is  not  erery  man  who  has  resolutioB  enough 
to  meddle  so  little  in  them  as  I  do.  Lord  Granby  is  impatiently 
eocpeeted :  it  is  not  oertain  what  part  he  will  take,  and,  with  his 
unbounded  popularity,  it  cannot  be  indiffsrent  The  most  tempting 
honoun  have  been  o£Eered  to  him ;  but»  howerar  it  is,  even  Lord 
Hardwicke  has  resisted  temptations— very  lueratiYe  temptationsi 
Tel  I  do  not  brag  of  the  Tirtne  of  the  age ;  for,  if  there  are  two 
Fabiim,  there  are  two  hundred  Esans. 

There  is  come  fordi  a  new  State  Goach,  which  has  cost  8,000^ 
It  is  a  beantifiil  object^  tliou([^  crowded  with  improprieties.  Its 
anpport  are  Tritons,  not  r&ry  well  adi^ted  to  land-caniage ;  and 
formed  <rf  palm-treefe,  whidh  are  as  little  aqnatio  as  Tritons  are 
tenrestriaL  The  crowd  to  see  it  on  the  opening  of  the  Parlia- 
ment was  greater  than  at  the  Coronation,  and  mudi  more  ^^^^^ 
done* 

The  Duchess  ci  Orafton  has  given  me  (he  drawing  of  the  Casino 
at  L^^MMtn  by  Inigo  Jones.  It  is  yery  pretfy :  was  not  I  to  have  a 
chnieh  by  him  too  P 

The  Duchess  of  Bedford  has  sent  to  Lady  Bolingbroke  a  remark- 
ably fine  enamelled  watch,  to  be  shown  to  the  Qoeen.  The  Queen 
deiired  her  to  put  it  on,  that  she  might  see  how  it  looked-nrnd  then 
said  it  looked  so  well,  tt  ou|^t  to  remain  by  Lady  BoUngfaroke's  side, 
and  gsre  it  her.    Was  not  this  done  in  a  charming  manner  F 

QtoKga  Selwyn,  of  whom  you  have  heard  so  much,  but  don't 
know,  is  retaxned  from  Paris,  whither  he  went  with  the  Dndiess  of 
Bedford.  He  says  our  passion  for  eyerything  French  is  nothing  to 
thaJra  for  everything  BngKsh.  There  is  a  book  pnUished  called  the 
<  A«gli^tniiift  *  How  much  worse  they  understand  us,  even  flum  we 
do  them,  you  will  see  by  this  story.  The  old  Mareebale  de  yillars 
gave  a  vast  dinner  to  the  Duchess  cf  Bedford.  In  the  middle  of  the 
dessert,  Madame  de  YiUars  called  out^  "  Oh,  Lord  I  they  have  for- 
goti  yet  I  bespoke  them,  and  I  am  sore  they  are  ready;  you  English 
love  hot  rolls — bring  the  rolls.''  There  arrived  a  huge  dish  of  hot 
roUs^  and  a  sauce-boat  of  melted  butter.    Adieu  I 


6a  flORAOE  WALPOUro  LBTTKRa  HTit 


S84.    TO  SIB  HOBACE  MAK5. 

AfiingUm  Breet^  Dee,  20, 1761 

I  BEGKiVKD  your  letter  for  the  Duchess  of  Orofton,  and  gave  it  to 
her  last  night.  She  was  so  pleased  with  your  good*breeding  and 
compliments^  that  she  made  me  read  ii  Her  Duke  is  appearing  in 
a  new  light,  and  by  the  figure  he  makes  will  probably  soon  be  the 
head  of  the  Opposition,  if  it  continues ;  though  the  vast  majority  on 
the  preliminaries  will  probably  damp  it  erbemely.  In  the  Lords 
there  was  no  division ;  in  the  Commons,  319  to  65,  Such  a  tri* 
umphancy  in  the  Court  will  not  be  easily  mastered.  To-day  has 
been  executLon^day ;  great  havoc  is  made  amongst  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle's  Mendis,  who  are  turned  out  down  to  the  lowest  offices. 

This  is  a  want  of  moderation  after  victory,  whidi  I,  who  never 
kved  the  House  of  Pelham,  cannot  commend.  He  cannot  indeoDomify 
his  Mends ;  and  I  am  not  apt  to  think  he  trould  if  he  could.  Some 
of  them,  wlio  had  the  same  doubt,  took  care  not  to  put  this  last 
ingratitude  in  his  power,  but  abandoned  him.  I  missed  a  scene  that 
would  have  pleased  me.  The  Chancellor  [Northington]  abused  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  and  Lord  Hardwicke  unmerdfuUy,  fhough  ilie 
latter  moves  mighty  slowly  towards  opposition,  and  counts  his  purse 
over  at  every  step.  I  have  so  often  seen  unbounded  subsenrienoe  to 
those  two  men  in  the  House  of  Lords,  that  it  would  have  pleased  me  to 
witness  their  defeat  on  the  same  spot,  and, — there  I  have  done  with 
ii  It  is  an  angry  Opposition,  but  very  dull ;  does  not  produce  a 
livdy  ballad  or  epigram.  I  have  even  heard  but  one  bon-mot  of  its 
manufEusture,  and  that  was  very  delicate  and  pretty.  They  were 
saying  that  everybody,  without  exception,  was  to  be  turned  out 
that  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  had  brought  in;  somebody  repUedy 
''Save  the  King."* 

For  twenty  yean  I  have  been  looking  at  parties,  &ctiinis,  changes, 
and  struggles;  do  you  wonder  I  am  tired,  when  I  have  seen  them  so 
often  acted  over,  and  pretty  mudi  by  the  same  dramatis  permmm  f 
Tet  I  wish  I  had  no  worse  reason  for  not  enjoying  the  repetition. 
I  am  not  only  grewn  old  (though  I  find  that  is  no  reason  with  the 
generality,  for  I  think  aU  flie  ddefib  are  very  Struldbmgs  in  politics), 
but  my  spirits  are  gone. 

'  I  sm  pletaed  with  a  bon  mot  thai  I  am  told  la  in  one  of  the  public  ^vpvn  \tot  I 
nerer  read  them),  tIi.,  that  the  miniiten  hare  tamed  out  ereiybody  your  giaee 
helped  to  bring  in  except  the  king. — Duhe  qf  DevonMrt  to  Dute  qf  NmowtUt^ 
Dee.  29, 1762.— Cuiikivohax. 


17«2.]  TO  SIR  HOKAOK  Jf  AKK. 


It  18  slwayfl  agabfit  my  will  when  I  talk  of  my  health,  and  I 
have  diaguiaed  its  being  oat  of  order  aa  long  as  I  eould ;  but  since 
the  fit  of  the  gout  I  had  in  the  spring,  and  whose  departure  I  believe 
I  preapitaied  too  £ewt,  I  haye  hada  oonstant  pain  in  my  breast  or 
stomadu  It  oomes  like  a  fever  at  six  in  the  morning,  proceeds  to  a 
pain  by  the  time  I  rise,  and  lasts  with  a  great  lowness  of  spirits  till 
after  dinner.  In  most  evenings  I  am  qnite  welL  I  am  teased  about 
my  management  of  mysell  I  abhor  physioians,  and  have  scarce 
adced  a  question  of  one ;  my  regimen  is  still  more  condemned ;  but 
I  act  by  what  I  find  suooeeds  best  with  me.  .  You  will  be  surprised 
when  I  tell  you,  that  though  I  think  my  complaint  a  flying  gout,  I 
treat  it  with  water  and  the  coldest  things  I  can  find,  except  harts- 
horn ;  fifty  drops  of  the  latter,  and  three  pears  are  my  constant 
supper,  and  my  best  nights  are  when  I  adhere  to  this  method.  I 
thought  for  three  weeks  I  had  cured  myself,  but  for  these  last  ten 
days  I  have  been  rather  worse  than  before.  In  short,  what  I  hope 
you  will  not  dislike,  though  you  will  be  sorry  for  the  cause,  I  am 
thinking  seriously  of  a  journey  to  Italy  in  March.  Much  against 
my  inclination,  I  own,  except  for  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you. 

Strawberry,  which  I  have  almost  finished  to  my  mind,  and  where 
I  mean  to  pass  the  greatest  part  of  the  remainder  of  my  life,  pulls 
hard.  I  shall  decide  in  a  few  days  whether  I  shall  set  out,  or  first 
try  Bath  or  Bristol  The  two  latter,  except  for  the  shortness  of  the 
time,  are  much  more  against  my  indinaticm  than  going  abroad ;  but 
I  have  talked  too  much  of  myself;  let  us  come  to  you.  I  am  heartily 
glad  Mr.  Mackenzie  is  your  finend ;  he  is  a  man  of  strict  honour, 
and  will  be  so  if  he  professes  ii  I  do  not  know  what  to  advise  about 
Naples.  You  know  I  always  repeat  my  father's  maxim,  "  Quicta 
non  movere."  Besides,  should  you  like  it  P  After  so  many  years, 
would  you  care  to  tap  a  new  world,  a  new  set  of  acquaintance  f  But 
I  am  a  bad  counsellor :  my  aversion  to  embarking  in  new  scenes, 
not  early  in  one's  Ufe,  is,  I  find  it,  particular ;  few  think  themselves 
fio  old  as  I  do  at  five«and-forty ;  nor  would  I  give  myself  for  a  rule 
to  any  man  else.  My  bidding  adieu  to  the  world  already  (I  do  not 
mean  by  a  formal  retreat,  of  which  one  always  grows  tired,  and 
which  one  makes  a  silly  figure  by  quitting  again)  is  not  a  part  for 
everybody ;  for  I  never  had  any  ambition,  and  though  much  love 
tor  fame,  I  vety  near  despise  that  as  much  too  now.  Youth  is  the 
only  real  season  for  joy,  but  cannot,  and  surely  should  not  be  pushed 
a  moment  beyond  its  term — but  this  is  moralising  I  If  Mr.  Mac« 
kenzie  could  send  you  to  Naples,  he  can  keep  you  at  Florence. 


U  HOBAGS  W  ALP0LV8  LnTXBa  [ITM 

Ccmtbuie  to  seeue  lum.    Try  to  be  iiseM  to  the  Kmg  in  his  knre  of 
cJrM.    I  oouDBeUed  this  from  the  fint  minate  of  hii  ragn. 

If  70a  choose  to  try  for  Naptes,  I c«mot  disBiuide  it;  nor  ean  the 
solioitation  hurt  yon  whether  it  soooeed  or  not  Whatever  yov 
wish  I  wish  heartily.  I  have  long  made  myself  of  too  little  eonae- 
quenoe  to  oontribi^  anything  to  my  friends  but  wishes.  Adien  I 
my  dear  Sir. 

F.S.  It  is  very  trae^  I  had  the  gesse  of  my  mother's  statue,  hiit»aa 
I  told  yoOf  it  is  so  rotten  and  erombling  that  I  want  another. 


8S1    TO  THB  BKT.  WILUAM  OOLK. 
DiabSu:  AHmgimainH,Dm^n,  1792. 

You  are  always  abundantly  kind  to  me,  and  pass  my  power  of 
thanking  you.  Ton  do  nothing  but  give  yourself  trouble  and  me 
presents.  My  cousin  Calthorpe*  is  a  great  rarity,  and  I  think  I 
oughty  therefore,  to  return  him  to  you ;  but  that  would  not  be  treat- 
ing hun  like  a  relation,  or  you  like  a  Mend.  My  ancestor's  epitaph, 
too,  was  very  agreeable  to  me. 

I  hare  not  been  at  Strawberry  Hill  these  three  wedu.  My  maid 
is  ill  there,  and  I  have  not  been  well  myself  with  the  same  flying 
gout  in  my  stomadi  and  breast,  of  which  you  heard  me  complain  a 
Uttle  in  tiie  summer.  I  am  much  persuaded  to  go  to  a  warmer 
climate,  which  often  disperses  these  unsettled  complaints.  I  do  not 
care  for  it,  nor  can  determine  till  I  see  I  grow  worse :  if  I  do  go, 
I  hope  it  will  not  be  for  long;  and  you  shall  certainly  hear  again 
before  I  set  out 

6M.    TO  SIB  HORACK  MAKK. 

Arlimgim  Stred,  Jan.  28, 17S8. 

I  AM  a  slatternly  correspondent  when  I  have  nothing  to  say. 
When  that  is  the  case,  I  like  you  should  understand  it  by  my 
silence,  rather  than  give  a  description  of  a  vacuum. 

The  Peace,  which  has  hitched  and  hobbled,  draws,  they  say,  to  a 
conclusion.  The  Opposition  died  in  the  birtL  All  is  quiet,  but  a 
little  paper-war,  which  is  pungent  enough,  but  no  citadel  was  ever 
taken  by  pop-guns. 

A  print  or  dnwiag  UmA  Cole  had  seat  to  Walpole.— CinisnioaAa. 


1T6S.1  TO  THK  HON.  XB.  OONWAT.  » 

Ghall  yoa  be  glad  or  eorrj  that  my  post-diaiae  ia  not  at  flio  door 
bound  for  Florenoe  ?  For  me  you  wQl  rejoioey  as  I  trust  jroa  will 
be  a  little  dimppointed  on  your  own  acoonnt^  though  I  have  been  so 
often  bound  for  Italy,  that  peihaps  you  did  not  expect  me  even  now. 
For  this  month  we  have  had  a  moat  severe  froati  which  kills  every- 
body dse^  and  eares  me.  In  shorty  I  am  so  much  better  since  the 
cold  weather  set  in,  that  it  has  almost  persuaded  me  that  my  com* 
plaint  was  nervous  and  not  gouty ;  and,  consequently,  if  Oieenland 
suits  me,  Naples  would  not :  however,  I  am  come  to  no  decision. 
I  await  the  fliaw  before  I  shall  know  what  to  think ;  still  eztremdy 
disposed  to  an  Italian  voyage,  if  Strawberry  would  give  its  consent 

This  winter  has  produced  no  ghost,  no  new  madness.  I  fear 
Monsieur  de  Nivemois  will  think  we  have  been  scandalised,  and 
that  we  are  quite  a  reasonable  people;  but  he,  too,  must  wait  for  the 
thaw! 

I  have  nothing  to  send  you  more  but  the  enclosed  lines  on  Lord 
Granville,'  which  I  wrote  last  year.  The  jHcturo  is  allowed  to  be  so 
like,  that  you,  who  could  scarcely  be  acquainted  with  him,  will 
know  it  Adieu  I  I  am  sony  tranquillity  and  the  post  agree  so  ill 
together! 

817.    TO  TH£  HON.  H.  &  COKWAT. 

attowberry  HiU,  F^  28. 1768. 

YouE  letter  of  (he  19th  seems  to  postpone  your  arrival  rather 
than  advance  it ;  yet  Lady  Ailesbuiy  tells  me  that  to  her  you  talk 
of  being  here  in  ten  days.  I  wish  devoutly  to  see  you,  though  I  am 
not  departing  myself;  but  I  am  impatient  to  have  your  disagreeable 
function'  at  an  end,  and  to  know  that  you  enjoy  yourself  after  such 
fotigues,  dangers,  and  ill-requited  services.  For  any  public  satis- 
foction  you  will  receive  in  being  at  home,  you  must  not  expect 
much.  Your  mind  was  not  formed  to  float  on  the  sui&ce  of  a 
mercenary  world.  My  prayer  (and  my  belief)  is,  that  you  may 
always  prefer  what  you  always  have  preferred,  your  integrity  to 
success.  You  wiU  then  laugh,  as  I  do,  at  the  attacks  and  malice  of 
footion  or  ministers.  I  taste  of  both;  but,  as  my  health  is  recovered, 
and  my  mind  does  not  reproach  me,  they  will  perhaps  only  give  me 

'  TlMie  lines  on  Joim,  Eirl  GnaTllle,  got  into  print,  ind,  therefore,  we  not  repealed 
liere. — WaisToli.    Printed  in  Gentlenutn't  Maguine  for  1763,  p.  38.— CoiiniaBAJi. 
*  The  rp-emheririttion  of  the  British  troope  from  FUnden  eller  the  peeoe.— 

WaLTOIiI. 
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an  opportiiiii{y»  which  I  should  neyer  have  sought,  of  proTing  tikat 
I  have  Bome  virtao — aad  it  will  not  be  proved  in  the  way  they 
probably  expect  I  have  better  evidence  than  by  hanging  out  the 
tatterod  ensigna  of  patriotism.  Bat  this  and  a  thousand  other 
things  I  shall  reserve  for  our  meeting.  Your  brother  [Hertford] 
has  pressed  me  much  to  go  with  him«  if  he  goes,  to  Paris  [as 
ambassador].  I  take  it  very  kindly,  but  have  excused  myself 
though  I  have  promised  either  to  accompany  him  for  a  short  time  at 
first;  or  to  go  to  him  if  he  should  have  any  particular  occasion  for 
me :  but  my  resolution  against  ever  appearing  in  any  public  light  is 
unalterable.  When  I  wish  to  live  less  and  less  in  the  world  here^ 
I  cannot  think  of  mounting  a  new  stage  at  Paris.  At  this  moment 
I  am  alone  here,  while  eveiybody  is  ballotiDg  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  Sir  John  Philips  proposed  a  Oommission  of  Accounts, 
which  has  been  converted  into  a  select  committee  of  twenty-one, 
eligible  by  ballot  As  the  ministry  is  not  predominant  in  the 
affections  of  mankind,  some  of  them  may  find  a  jury  elected  that 
will  not  be  quite  so  oomplaiBant  as  the  House  is  in  general  when 
their  votes  are  given  openfy.  As  many  may  be  glad  of  this  oppor- 
tunity, I  shun  it;  for  I  should  scorn  to  do  anything  in  secret^ 
though  I  have  some  enemies  that  are  not  quite  so  generous. 

You  say  you  have  seen  the  North  Briton  [No.  2],  in  which 
I  make  a  capital  figure.  Wilkes,  the  author,  I  hear,  says,  that  if  he 
had  thought  I  should  have  taken  it  so  well,  he  would  have  been 
damned  before  he  would  have  written  it — but  I  am  not  sore  where 
I  am  not  sore. 

The  theatre  at  Oovent-garden  has  suffered  more  by  riots  than 
even  Drury-lane.*  A  footman  of  Lord  Dacre  has  been  hanged  for 
murdering  the  butler.  Oeorge  Selwyn  had  great  hand  in  bringing 
him  to  confess  it  That  Selwyn  should  be  a  capital  performer  in  a 
scene  of  that  kind  is  not  extraordinary :  I  tell  it  you  for  the  strange 
coolness  which  the  young  fellow,  who  was  but  nineteeni  expressed : 

*  In  Jftniiuy  there  wu  s  riot  ftt  Dmry-lane,  in  eonieqnenee  of  the  manigera 
reftuing  admitUuioe  ftt  the  end  of  the  third  act  of  ft  play  for  half  price ;  when  the 
glaaa  Inatres  were  broken  and  thrown  upon  the  atage,  the  benchea  torn  np,  and  the 
performance  pnt  a  atop  to.  The  same  acene  was  threatened  on  the  following  eyening, 
hot  waa  prevented  by  Ganrlck's  eonaenting  to  giro  admittance  at  half-price  after  the 
third  aot»  except  during  the  first  winter  of  a  new  pantomime.  At  GoTent  Garden, 
the  redreas  demanded  harlng  been  acceded  to,  no  disturiiance  took  place  on  that 
occasion ;  bat  a  more  serious  riot  happened  on  the  24th  of  Febmaiy,  in  consequence 
of  a  demand  for  fall  prices  at  the  opera  of  Artazerzcs.  The  mischief  done  waa 
estimated  at  not  less  than  2000^>-WaiQUT. 


mi]  90  aiB  HORAOX  lUirK.  tt 


M  he  was  writiiig  Us  emhaAmf "  I  murd — *'  he  stopped,  and  asked, 
**  How  do  you  spell  nmrdered  f  " 

Mr.  Fox  is  mnoh  better  fhan  at  the  begiimmg  of  the  winter ; 
and  both  his  health  and  power  seem  to  promise  a  longer  dnration 
than  pec^  ezpeeted.  Indeed,  I  think  the  latter  is  so  established, 
that  Lord  Bate  woold  find  it  more  diffiealt  to  remove  him,  than  he 
did  his  predeoesBorSy  and  may  even  feel  the  effects  of  the  weight  he 
has  made  over  to  him ;  for  it  is  already  obvions  that  Lord  Bnto's 
lev^e  is  not  the  present  path  to  fortune.  Permanence  is  not  the 
complexion  of  these  times— a  distressfbl  circomstance  to  the  Totaries 
of  a  ooart»  but  amusing  to  us  spectators.    Adieu  I 

ass.    TO  BIB  HOSACK  HANK. 

Afimgtam  Bred,  March  4, 176S. 

It  is  an  age  since  I  wrote  to  you,  but  I  told  you  that  the  oon- 
dusion  of  the  war  would  leave  our  correspondence  a  little  dry.  The 
Peace  is  now  general,  and  the  King  of  Prussiay  who  has  one  life 
more  than  Bominagrobis  the  monarch  of  the  cats  had,  lights  upon 
all  his  legs.  He  has  escaped  an  hundred  battles,  and  what  was 
more  threatening,  three  angry  Empresses/  of  whom  one^'  at  leasty  is 
not  tender  of  sovereign  lives.  If  he  does  not  write  his  own  historyi 
I  shall  not  rejoice  much  for  him ;  yet  now  he  will  have  manage- 
ments; he  will  not  be  quite  so  frank,  as  in  the  middle  of  his  career 
and  anger.  Besides,  his  objects  will  have  shifted  so  often,  that  his 
Memoires,  like  the  Duchess  of  Marlborough's,  will  vary  continually 
from  his  first  impressions.  There  is  no  change  in  tiie  scene  at  home 
The  Opposition  has  proved  the  silliest  that  ever  was,  and  has 
scarcely  even  pretensions  to  the  title.  There  have  been  more 
hostilities  at  the  playhouses,  than  between  anything  that  calls 
itself  party.  Both  Theatres  have  been  demolished  on  the  inside.* 
The  cause  was,  the  managers  refusing  to  take  half  prices  after  the 
second  act ;  and  with  good  reason ;  considering  how  everything  is 
advanced  in  deamess,  it  is  hard  on  them  to  be  stinted  to  primitive 
tolls.  The  managers  have  submitted;  but  the  King's  Bench, 
where  some  of  the  rioters  are  to  be  tried,  is  not  likely  to  be  so 
acquiescent. 

1  EUxabeth  and  Catherine  of  Boaiia,  and  Maria  Theresa  of  Gezmany.— -Wauoli. 

*  The  Csarina  Catherine. — Walpoul 

*  These  riots  commenced  at  Dniry  Lane  Theatre,  on  the  20th  of  Januarj  in  this 
year,  in  consequence  of  the  prices  of  admission  haring  been  raised  by  Mr.  Qarriek. — 
WatoHT. 
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The  DnchfiOi  of  Hamilton,  who  was  fboogkt  in  a  deep  oon- 
somption  like  her  sister  Ooventry,  has  prodooed  a  son,  and,  according 
to  the  marreUons  foztone  attending  those  two  beauties,  will  probaUy 
be  mother  of  two  dukes  [Hamilton  and  Argyll],'  whose  riYal  houses 
so  long  dmded  Scotland.  Lord  Bath's  history  winds  up  in  a  more 
melancholy  manner.  After  preserving  his  only  son  Lord  Pulteney, 
through  the  course  of  the  war,  he  has  just  lost  him  by  a  putrid  fever 
at  Madrid,  as  he  was  returning  from  PortngaL  That  enonnous 
wealth,  heaped  up  with  so  little  credit,  is  left  without  an  heir  I 

I  saw  yesterday  a  magnificent  service  of  Ghekea  china,  which  flie 
King  and  Queen  are  sending  to  the  Duke  of  MedUenbuigh.  There 
are  dishes  and  plates  without  number,  an  epeigne,  candlesticks,  salt- 
sellers,  sance-boatB,  tea  and  co£fee  equipages ;  in  short,  it  is  com- 
plete; and  cost  twelve  hundred  pounds  I  I  cannot  boast  of  our 
taste;  the  forms  are  neither  new,  beautifiil,  nor  various.  Yet 
Sprimont,  the  manufectnrer,  is  a  Frenchman.  It  seems  thdr  taste 
will  not  bear  transplanting.  But  I  have  done;  my  letter  has 
tumbled  from  the  Kmg  of  Prussia  to  a  set  of  Ohina ;  tnncoft  pamB^ 
if  I  had  begun  with  the  King  of  Poland,  m  Roy  de  Eh^fenee^*  as  tiie 
other  called  him.    Adieu! 


S3S.    TO  OHOBGR  MONTAaU,  ESQ. 

AHimgUm  Skrtei,  Marek  29, 176S. 

Though  you  are  a  runaway,  a  fugitive,  a  thing  without  friead- 
ship  or  feeling,  though  you  grow  tired  of  your  acquaintance  in  half 
the  time  you  intended,  I  will  not  quite  give  you  up :  I  will  write 
to  you  once  a  quarter,  just  to  keep  up  a  connection  that  grace  may 
catch  at,  if  it  ever  proposes  to  visit  you.  This  is  my  plan,  for  I 
have  little  or  nothing  to  tdl  you.  The  nunisters  only  cut  one 
another's  throats,  instead  of  ours.  They  growl  over  their  prey  like 
two  curs  over  a  bone,  whidineither  can  determine  to  quit ;  and  the 
whelps  in  opposition  are  not  strong  enough  to  beat  either  way, 
though  like  the  species,  they  will  probably  hunt  the  one  that  shall 
bo  worsted.  The  saddest  dog  of  all,  Wilkes,  shows  most  spirit. 
The  last  'North  Briton'  is  a  masterpiece  of  mischief.  He  has 
written  a  dedication  too  to  an  old  play,  *  the  Fall  of  Mortimer,' 

*  ThU  wMtho  Cite  ;t^  eldest  OonninggiriwM  the  mother  of  a  DakcofHuallUia 
and  of  a  Dako  cf  AigylL— CosHnioBAii. 

*  From  Cko  maavfiMtwe  of  ponelaiB  at  Ormdea.— ^ 
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that  IB  wormirood;  and  he  had  the  impadanoe  foflier  day  to  ask 
Dynm^  if  he  was  going  to  the  Treasniy;  '^Beeaasei"  said  he^ 
^  a  friend  of  mine  has  dedicated  a  play  to  Lord  Bute,  and  it  ii 
ofloai  to  gire  dedioatoiB  something ;  I  -wiak  yon  wonld  pnt  his  lord* 
ship  in  mind  of  if  Lord  and  Lady  Pembroke  are  reooncQed,  and 
live  again  together.  Mr.  Hunter  wonld  have  taken  his  daughter 
[Kitty]  toOy  but  upcm  condition  she  should  give  back  her  settlement 
to  Lord  Pembroke  and  her  child :  she  replied  noUyi  that  she  did 
not  trouble  herself  about  fortune,  and  would  willingly  depend  on  her 
fkther ;  but  for  her  child,  she  had  nothing  left  to  do  but  to  take  care 
of  that,  and  wonld  not  part  with  it;  so  sbekeeps  both,  and  I  suppose 
will  soon  have  her  lover  again  too,  for  my  Lady  Pembroke's  beauty 
is  not  glutinous.  T'other  sister '  [Lady  Bolingbroke]  has  been 
sitting  to  Reynolds,  who  by  her  husband's  direction  has  made  a 
speaking  picture.  Lord  Bolingbroke  said  to  him,  **  Ton  must  give 
the  eyes  something  of  Nelly  O'Brien,*  or  it  will  not  do."  As  he  has 
given  Nelly  something  of  his  wife's,  it  was  but  feir  to  give  her 
something  of  Netl/s,  and  my  lady  will  not  throw  away  the  {nesent  t 
I  am  going  to  Strawberry  for  a  few  days  pour  fairt  me$  pAfue$. 
Hlo  Gallery  advances  rapidly.  The  ceiling  is  Harry  the  Seventh's 
Chapel  in  proprid  perwnd;  the  canopies  are  all  placed ;  I  think 
three  monflis  will  quite  complete  ii  I  have  bought  at  Lord 
Granville's  sale  the  original  picture  of  Charles  Brandon  and  his 
queen ;  and  have  to-day  received  from  France  a  copy  of  Madame 
Maintenon,  which  wifli  my  La  Yalidre,  and  copies  of  Madame 
Grammonti  and  of  the  charming  portrait  of  the  Maaarine  at  the 
])nke  of  St  AlbansT,  is  to  accompany  Bianca  Capello  and  Ninon 
L'Enclos  in  the  Round  Tower.  I  hope  now  there  will  never  be 
another  auction,  for  I  have  not  an  inch  of  space,  or  a  ferthing  left. 

« 

>  Jeremiah  Djion,  eecrelaiy  to  tlie  Trasnuy,  now  beel  remembered  te  the  able  and 
aetivtt  patron  of  Akenalde.-- ComnoBAX. 

'  Lady  Bolingbroke,  (Lady  Di  Spencer,  aftenrarde  Lady  Di  Beaacleik,)  and  the 
Coontem  of  Pembroke,  (Lady  Betty  Spencer)  were  ilaten.— Cvmvivohaii. 
*  The  portrait  of  Nelly  O'Brien  Vy  B^nolde,  a  half4ength,  painted  1 76S,  is  the  leading 
attiaeUon  of  the  Hertford  Gallery,  and  (1857)  of  the  Art-TreMorea  Exhibition  at 
Manchester — CvnuonAV.  "Nelly  O'Brien  is  now  lying  in  London  to  the  gieal 
Joy»  I  pressmen  of  the  noble  fiumUy,  bnt  whether  manied  or  not  Is  uncertain. 
What  a  slip  Lady  Harriet  Wentworth  haa  made,  an  Irishman,  a  footman,  and  who 
has  been  a  foot^oldier."  Mr,  Whitehead  to  Lord  ffwwmi,  Not.  4,  1764  (MS.). 
^  I  have  told  yon  Nelly  O'Biisn  has  a  son.  It  was  christened  yesterday.  Bnnny 
^Bnnbniy]  and  his  tmll  were  sponson.  Now  for  his  name ;  gnam  it  if  yon  can ; 
it  la  of  no  less  oonseqnence  In  this  country  than  Alfred ;  bat  Magill  was  so  dmnk 
he  had  like  to  have  named  it  Hiccnp."  (Wy  WitHa$iu  io  Sdwyn,  Christmas^, 
1764* 
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Ab  I  have  some  remains  of  paper,  I  irill  fill  it  up  with  a  song  that 
I  made  f  other  day  in  the  post-chaise,  after  a  particular  oonversation 
that  I  had  had  with  Miss  Pelham  the  mfjbt  before  at  the  Duke  of 
Bichnumd's. 

THB  ADVICJfi. 


The  ImrineM  of  women,  dear  Chloe,  is  pleunre, 
And  Vy  tore  eViy  fUr  one  her  mlavtee  dumld  meMnre. 
•'  Oh !  for  lore  we're  all  ready,"  you  ciy.— Veiy  (me ; 
Nor  would  I  rob  the  gentle  fond  god  of  hU  dae. 
Unle«  in  the  aentimente  Cnpid  haa  pari, 
And  dipt  in  the  amorona  tranaport  hU  dart; 
*Tia  tnmnlt,  disorder,  'tia  loathing  and  hate ; 
O^rice  gitea  it  birth,  and  oontempt  is  ite  Cite. 


Tme  paaaion  Inaenubly  leada  to  the  joy, 

And  giateftil  eateem  bide  ita  pleaanrea  ne'er  cloy. 

Yet  here  yon  ihonld  atop— bnt  yoor  whimsical  sex 

Such  romantic  ideas  to  passion  annex; 

That  poor  men,  by  yonr  risions  and  Jealousy  worried. 

To  nympha  leaa  ecstatic,  but  kinder,  are  hurried* 

In  yonr  heart,  I  consent  let  yonr  wishes  be  bred ; 

Only  take  care  your  heart  don't  got  into  yonr  head. 


Adiea,  till  Midsummer-day  I 


840.    TO  QEOBOE  MONTAGU,  ESQ. 

Afiinfflon  Bind,  April  S,  176S. 

You  will  pity  my  distress  when  I  tell  yon  that  Lord  Wald^p^aye 
has  got  the  smoll-pox,  and  a  bad  sort  This  day  se'nnight,  in  the 
evening,  I  met  him  at  Arthnr's :  he  complained  to  me  of  the  head- 
ache, and  a  sickness  in  the  stomach.  I  said,  '*  My  dear  lord,  why 
don't  you  go  home,  and  take  James's  powder  P  you  will  be  well  in 
the  morning/'  He  thanked  me,  said  he  was  glad  I  had  put  him  in 
mind  of  it,  and  he  would  take  my  advice.  I  sent  in  the  morning ; 
my  niece  said  he  had  taken  the  powder,  and  that  James  thought  he 
had  no  fever,  but  that  she  found  him  veiy  low.  As  he  had  no  fover, 
I  had  no  apprehension.  At  eight  o'doek  on  Friday  night,  I  wad 
told  abruptly  at  Arthur's,  that  Lord  Waldegrave  had  the  small-pox. 
I  was  excessively  shocked,  not  knowing  if  the  powder  was  good  or 
bad  for  it    I  wont  instantly  to  the  house ;  at  the  door  I  was  met 
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by  a  Beirant  of  Lady  Ailesburyy  ient  to  tell  mo  that  Mr.  Conway 
was  arriTed.  Tbeee  two  opposito  strokes  of  terror  and  joy  orer- 
oame  me  so  mooh,  tbat  when  I  got  to  Mr.  Conway's  I  ooold  not 
speak  to  him,  bat  burst  into  a  flood  of  tears.  The  next  mornings 
Lord  Waldegrave  hearing  I  was  there,  desired  to  speak  to  mealone. 
I  should  tell  yon,  that  the  moment  he  knew  it  was  the  small«poz 
he  signed  his  will.  This  has  been  the  unyaried  tenor  of  his 
behayioor,  doing  jnst  what  is  wise  and  neeessaiy,  and  nothing  more. 
He  told  me,  he  Imew  how  great  the  chanoe  was  against  his  living 
flirongh  that  distemper  at  his  age.  Hat,  to  be  sore,  he  should  like 
to  have  lived  a  few  years  longer;  but  if  he  did  not,  he  should  sub- 
mit patiently.  That  all  he  desired  was,  that  if  he  should  fail,  we 
would  do  our  utmost  to  eomfort  his  wife,  who,  he  feared,  was  breed- 
ing, and  who,  he  added,  was  the  best  woman  in  the  world.  I  told 
him  he  oould  not  doubt  our  attention  to  her,  but  that  at  pres^it  all 
our  attention  was  fixed  on  him.  That  flie  great  difference  between 
having  the  small-pox  young,  or  more  advanced  in  years,  consisted  in 
the  fear  of  the  latter ;  but  that  as  Ihad  so  often  heard  him  say,  and 
now  saw,  that  he  had  none  of  these  fears,  the  danger  of  age  was 
considerably  lessened.  Dr.  Wilmot  says,  that  if  anything  saves  him, 
it  will  be  his  tranquillity.  To  my  comfort  I  am  told,  that  James's 
powder  has  probably  been  a  material  ingredient  towards  his  recovery. 
Li  the  mean  time,  the  universal  anxiety  about  him  is  ineredibleu 
Br.  Barnard,  the  master  of  Eton,  who  is  in  town  for  the  hoUdays, 
says,  that,  from  his  situation,  he  is  naturally  invited  to  houses  of 
all  ranks  and  parties,  and  that  the  concern  is  general  in  alL  I 
cannot  say  so  much  of  my  lord,  and  not  do  a  little  justice  to  my 
niece  too.  Her  tenderness,  fondness,  attention,  and  courage  are 
surprismg.  She  has  no  fears  to  become  her,  nor  heroism  for  parade. 
I  oould  not  help  saying  to  her,  ''There  never  was  a  nurse  of  your 
age  had  such  attention.''  She  replied,  **  There  never  was  a  nurse 
uf  my  age  had  such  an  object"  It  is  this  astonishes  one,  to  see  so 
much  beauty  sincerely  devoted  to  a  man  so  unlovely  in  his  person ; 
but  if  Adonis  was  sick,  she  could  not  stir  seldomer  out  of  his  bed- 
diamber.  The  physicians  seem  to  have  little  hopes,  but,  as  their 
aignments  are  not  near  so  strong  as  their  alarms,  I  own  I  do  not 
give  it  up,  and  yet  I  look  on  it  in  a  very  dangerous  light 

I  know  nothing  of  news  and  the  world,  for  I  go  to  Albemarle- 
street  early  in  the  morning,  and  don't  come  home  till  late  at  night 
Young  Mr.  Pitt  has  been  dying  of  a  fever  in  Bedfordshire.  The 
Bishop  of  Carlisle  [Lyttelton],  whom  I  have  appointed  visitor  of 
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Sirawberry,  is  gone  down  to  him.  Ton  inll  be  mnoh  disqipointei 
if  yon  expect  to  find  the  Oallery  near  finished.  They  threaten  me 
wi&  three  months  before  the  gilding  can  be  began.  Twenty  points 
are  at  a  stand  by  my  present  confinement,  and  I  haye  a  mehuiGholy 
prospect  of  being  forced  to  carry  my  niece  thither  the  next  time 
I  go.  The  Duo  de  Nivemoisi  in  return  for  a  set  of  the  Strawberry 
editionsy  has  sent  me  fonr  seasons,  which,  I  conolnde,  he  thongfat 
good,  but  they  shall  pass  their  whole  roond  in  London,  for  they  have 
not  even  the  merit  of  being  badly  old  enough  for  Strawberry.  Mr 
Bentlejr's  epistle  to  Lord  Melcomb  has  be^i  published  in  a  maga^ 
line.  It  has  less  wit  by  for  than  I  expected  from  him,  and  to  the 
foil  as  bad  English.  The  thoughts  are  old  Strawbeny  phrases;  00 
are  not  the  panegyrics.  Here  are  six  lines  written  extempore  by 
Lady  Temple,  on  Lady  Mary  Coke,'  easy  and  genteel,  and  almost 
tme: 

She  aometlmet  langhi,  bat  never  lood ; 
She'i  hiadsome  too,  Imt  lomewlut  provd ; 
At  conxi,  ike  been  away  the  belle ; 
Hhe  dieeiet  fiae,  sad  Ifigme  well: 
With  deeeney  she's  gey  and  aixy ; 
Who  can  this  be  bat  Lady  Haiyt 

There  has  been  tough  doings  in  Parliament  abont  the  tax  on 
cider ;  and  in  the  western  comities  the  discontent  is  so  great,  that  if 
Mr.  Wilkes  will  turn  patriot-hero,  or  patriot-incendiary  in  earnest, 
and  pnt  himself  at  their  head,  he  may  obtain  a  rope  of  martyrdom 
before  the  summer  is  oyer.  Adieu!  I  tell  yon  my  sorrows,  because^ 
if  I  escape  them,  I  am  sure  nobody  will  rejoioe  more. 

841.    TO  OIBOBGK  KONTAaU,  BSQ. 

Amw&t  all  my  own  gneS,  and  all  the  distress  which  I  haye  Ihis 
moment  left,  I  cannot  foi^t  you,  who  have  so  long  been  my  steady 
and  invariable  friend.  I  cannot  leaye  it  to  newspapers  and  corre- 
spondents to  tell  yon  my  loss.  Lord  Wald^;raye  £ed  to-day.  Last 
night  he  had  some  glimmerings  of  hope.  The  most  desponding  of 
the  foculty  flattered  us  a  little.    He  himself  joked  with  the  phy- 

>  "lamjost  eome  from  Prineees  Emily's  coart ;  have  sinee  writ  oat  my  Tones  on 
Lady  Haiy  to  send  Her  Boyal  Highnesi  was  mach  apbiaided  by  her  for  letting 
other  people  see  them,  and  nerer  showing  them  to  her.  It  is  too  long  a  stoiy  to  teU 
yon,  bat  Mr.  Walpole  hMgot  them,  admixes  them  mneh  as  an  imprompta,  and  showa 
them  to  emy body."  OmOm  TempU  to  JBmi  Templ$,  AprU  5, 179&— CmnnraaAV. 
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aoMSDB,  and  exprossed  himadf  in  tibis  engagmg  manner;  aaidng 
what  day  <ii  the  week  it  was ;  they  told  him  nraxaday :  '*fkm," 
aaid  he»  ''it  is  Friday."  "No,  my  lord,  indeed  it  is  Thnnday." 
*'  Well/'  aaid  he,  ''see  what  a  rogue  this  distemper  makes  one;  I 
want  to  steal  nothing  but  a  day.''  By  the  help  of  opiates,  wifli 
which,  for  two  or  three  days,  they  had  nnmbed  his  snflEerings,  he 
rested  welL  This  morning  he  had  no  worse  symptoms.  I  told 
Lady  Wald^graye,  that  as  no  material  alteration  was  ea^ected  before 
Sunday,  1  woaU  go  to  dine  at  Strawberry,  and  retnm  in  time  to 
meet  tiie  phymcians  in  the  evening ;  in  trnth,  I  was  worn  oat  with 
anxiety  and  attendance,  and  wanted  an  hour  or  two  of  fresh  air.  I 
left  her  at  twelye,  and  had  ordered  dinner  at  three  that  I  might  be 
back  early.  I  had  not  risen  from  table  when  I  reoeiyed  an  express 
from  Lady  Betty  WaMegraye,  to  tdl  me  that  a  sodden  change  had 
happened,  that  they  had  giyen  him  James's  powder,  bnt  that  they 
fettted  it  was  too  late,  and  that  he  probably  wonld  be  dead  before 
I  eonld  come  to  my  niece,  for  whose  sake  she  begged  I  wonld  retam 
immediately.  It  was  indeed  too  late  I  too  late  far  eyery  thing — late 
as  it  was  giyen,  the  powder  yomited  him  eyen  in  the  agonies — had 
I  had  power  to  direct,  he  should  neyer  haye  quitted  James;  bnt  these 
are  yain  regrets  I  yain  to  recollect  how  particolarly  kind  he^  who 
was  kind  to  eyerybody,  was  to  me  I  I  found  Lady  Waldegraye  at 
my  brother's ;  she  weeps  without  ceasing,  and  talks  of  his  yirtnes 
and  goodness  to  her  in  a  manner  that  distracts  one.  My  brother 
bean  this  mortification  with  more  courage  than  I  could  haye  e]q)ected 
from  his  warm  passions :  but  nothing  struck  me  more  than  to  see 
my  rough  sayage  Swiss,  Louis,  in  tears,  as  he  opened  my  chaise. 

I  haye  a  bitter  scene  to  come ;  to-monow  morning  I  carry  poor 
Lady  Waldegraye  to  Strawberry.  Her  &1I  is  great,  from  that 
adoration  and  attention  that  he  paid  her,  from  that  splendour  of 
fortune,  so  much  of  which  dies  with  him,  and  from  that  consider- 
ation,  which  rebounded  to  her  from  the  great  deference  which  the 
world  had  for  his  character.  Visions  perhaps.  Yet  who  could 
expect  that  they  would  haye  passed  away  eyen  before  that  fleeting 
thing,  her  beauty. 

If  I  had  time  or  command  enough  of  my  thoughts,  I  could  giye 
yon  as  long  a  detail  of  as  unexpected  a  reyolution  in  the  political 
world.  To-day  has  been  as  &tal  to  a  whole  naticm,  I  mean  to  the 
Scotch,  as  to  our  family.    Lord  Bute  resigned  this  morning.'    Bis 

>  See  Lofd  Bate's  Letter  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  dated  April  %  176S,  In  the 
Bedford  Comipo]idaiM.Ui  229.-— ConnoRAM. 
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snintum  was  not  even  smpeoted  till  WedneBday,  nor  at  all  known 
a  yery  few  days  before.  In  short,  there  is  nothing,  more  or  less^ 
than  a  panic ;  a  fortnight's  opposition  has  demolished  that  scandalous 
but  yast  majority,  which  a  fortnight  had  pnidiased;  and  in  five 
months  a  plan  of  absolute  power  has  been  demolished  by  a  panie. 
He  pleads  to  the  world  bad  health ;  to  his  friends,  more  truly,  that 
the  nation  was  set  at  him.  He  pretends  to  intend  retiring  abso* 
lutely,  and  giving  no  umbrage.  In  &b  mean  time  he  is  packing  np 
a  sort  of  ministerial  legacy,  which  cannot  hold  eren  till  next  session, 
and  I  should  think  would  soaitse  take  place  at  alL  Ge(»ge  Gben* 
▼ille  is  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  TMasury  and  Ohancellor  of  the 
Exchequer ;  Oharles  Townshend  to  succeed  him ;  and  Lord  Kiel- 
bume,  Charles.  Sir  Francis  Dashwood  to  have  his  banmy  of 
Despencer  and  the  Great  Wardrobe,  in  the  room  of  Lord  Gkmer, 
who  takes  the  Piiry  Seal,  if  the  Duke  of  Bedford  takes  the  presi- 
dentship ;  but  there  are  many  (^  in  this  arrangement ;  flie  principal 
j^iB,  if  they  dare  stand  a  tempest  which  has  so  terrified  the  pilot. 
You  ask  what  becomes  of  Mr.  FoxP  Not  at  all  pleased  with  this 
sudden  determination,  which  has  blown  up  so  many  of  his  projects, 
and  left  him  time  to  heat  no  more  furnaces,  he  goes  to  France  by 
the  way  of  the  House  of  Lords,*  but  keeps  his  place  and  his  tools 
till  something  else  happens.  The  confusion  I  suppose  will  be 
enormous,  and  the  next  act  of  the  drama  a  quarrel  among  the  Oppo* 
sition,  who  would  be  all-poweiful  if  they  could  do  what  fl&ey  cannot^ 
hold  together  and  not  quarrel  for  the  plunder.  As  I  shall  be 
at  a  distence  for  some  days,  I  shall  be  able  to  send  yon  no  more 
particulars  of  this  interlude,  but  you  will  like  a  pun  my  brother 
made  when  he  was  told  of  this  explosi<m :  **  Then,''  said  he,  ''they 
must  turn  Hbe  Jadk$  out  of  the  drawing-room  again,  and  again 
take  them  into  the  kitchen.''  Adieu  I  what  a  world  to  set  one's 
heart  onl 


S48.    TO  SIB  HOBACK  MAKN. 

Stnwbenr^  EiU,  AjprU  10, 176S. 

At  a  time  when  the  political  world  is  in  strange  and  unexpected 
disorder,  yon  would  wonder  that  I  should  be  here,  and  be  so  for 
some  days ;  but  I  am  come  on  a  very  melancholy  occasion.  Lord 
Waldegrave  is  just  dead  of  the  small-pox,  and  I  haye  brought  my 

*  On  tin  ISth,  Mr  Fox  wm  cfeaUd  Btmi  HoUand  of  roKkgr.--WmT«Bff. 
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poor  nahi^qpy  nieoe  hither  tOl  he  is  buried.  He  was  taken  ill  oil 
the  Wednesday,  the  dietetnper  ahowed  itself  on  flie  Friday,  a  Tsry 
bad  sort,  and  osfiied  him  off  tliat  day  se'imight.  His  brother  and 
sister  were  inocuhted,  bat  it  was  earty  in  the  praotioe  of  that  great 
preaerratiire^  iriiioh  was  then  deroatiy  of^iosed ;  he  was  the  eldest 
son,  and  weaUy.*  He  never  had  any  fear  of  it,  nor  ever  avoided  it 
We  searoe  ftel  this  heavy  loss  more  than  it  is  felt  nnnrerBally.  He 
was  one  of  those  few  men  whose  good-nature  eilenoed  even  ill- 
natnre.  His  strict  hononr  and  oonsommate  sense  made  him 
rererenoed  as  mneh  as  behrred.  He  died  as  he  fired,  (be  phy- 
sictans  declaring  that  if  anylliing  saved  him,  it  would  be  his 
trsnqidlUty:  I  soon  saw  by  their  ignorance  and  oontradiotions 
that  ttsy  woold  not  Yet  I  believe  James's  powder  wonld  have 
preserved  him.  He  took  it  by  my  petsoasion,  before  I  knew  what 
his  diBordflr  was.  But  James  was  soon  chased  away,  to  make  room 
for  r^^ilar  asBssrins  In  the  oonne  of  the  illness  nobody  would 
venture  to  take  on  them  so  important  a  haaard  as  giving  the  powder 
again ;  yet  in  his  agonies  it  was  given,  and  even  then  had  efficacy 
enon|^  to  vomit  him ;  but  too  late  I  My  niece  has  nothing  left  bnt 
a  moderate  jcmtoie  of  a  thousand  pounds  a-year,  fliree  little  girls,  a 
pregnancy,  her  beauty,  and  the  testimonisl  of  the  best  of  men,  who 
expressed  no  concern  but  for  her,  and  who  has  giren  her  as  much 
as  he  could,  and  ratified  her  character  by  making  her  sole  ezecutriiL 
Her  tenderness,  whidi  could  not  be  founded  on  any  charms  in  his 
perM>n,  shows  itself  in  floods  of  tears,  in  veneration  for  his  memory, 
and  by  acting  with  just  such  reason  and  prqffiety  as  he  wonld  wish 
her  to  exert ;  yet  it  is  a  terrible  scene  1  She  loses  in  him  a  fether, 
who  formed  her  mind,  and  a  loyer  whose  profusion  knew  no  bounds. 
From  lus  jdaces  his  fortune  was  very  great — that  is  gone  I  From 
his  rank  and  consideration  with  all  parties,  she  was  at  the  summit 
of  worldly  |^ory<-«that  ii  gone  too  I  Four  short  years  were  all  their 
happiness.  Sbce  the  death  of  Lady  Coventry,  she  is  allowed  the 
handsomest  woman  in  England ;  as  die  is  so  young,  she  may  find  as 
great  a  match  and  a  younger  lover— but  she  never  can  find  another 
Lord  Waldegrave  t 

Yesterday,  when  her  brother-in-law,  the  Bishop  of  Exeter,  came 
hither  to  acquaint  her  with  the  WiQ,  and  we  were  endeayouring 
to  stop  the  torrent  of  her  tears,  by  observing  how  satisfieu^ry  it 

1  A  fwy  eurioiii  Urt  nOght  be  oompOed  of  tbehMdsoffrMiiuiiUiailtft  witlMml 
Mn-oyde  bj  tlie  imidl-iHiz;  Ibe  two  aoti  lemaikable  are  tbe  two  fionUUr  ftieoid^ 
Qneen  Aane  tad  Ibe  Dnebeiief  Hvlboioegb. — CvinMaAM. 

▼OL  IT.  r 
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nuiflt  be  to  her  to  find  what  oonfidenoe  her  Lcxri  hid  pboed  in  ber 
sense  and  condnot^  she  said,  channiwgiy»  '^  Ob  I  I  wish  he  had  ew 
done  one  thing  I  ooidd  find  fiinlt  wiflil "  The  trial  is  great  and 
dinnaL  She  is  not  ahore  three  months  gone  with  child,  and  is  to 
pass  seven  more  in  mrianeholy  audetgrt  to  have  a  lahonr  without  a 
fiEither»  perhqw  another  giil,  or  a  son,  whose  ehanoe  of  life  will  be 
a  oonstant  anzietjr  to  her* 

The  same  day  thai  pat  an  end  to  Lotd  Waldagrare's  li&  gsre 
a  period  to  the  adminisbation  of  Loid  Bnte»  his  sopplanter,  lAam 
he  did  not  loTe»  and  yet  whom  he  eoold  hardly  hate^  fiir  aveBsioii 
was  not  in  his  nature ;  nor  did  ever  any  man  who  had  miderfeakeo 
snbh  a  post  as  governor  to  a  Frinee  with  the  utmost  relnetsnoe^  and 
who  oonld  not  have  been  totally  void  of  (be  ambilifin  whidi  maal 
have  attended  sooh  a  oharge  when  onoe  aooepied,  feel  less  resent* 
ment  at  the  disappointment;  but  I  will  say  no  more  on  Loid 
WaldegraTe»  for  I  ferget  that  yon  never  knew  him,  and  have  kept 
you  for  above  two  pages  in  suspense.  HI  healthy  anteoedent  deter* 
mination  of  retirement^  and  national  antqpaihy  to  him,  are  pleaded 
as  the  motives,  to  Lord  Bate's  sadden  resignation,  whieh  was  not 
known,  nay,  not  snapeoted,.  till  two  days  before  it  happened.  Lea^na 
out  the  two  first  eansei^  whioh  are  nndoubtedly  fiidse,^  and  oall 
flie  third  by  its  tme  name,  panics  leid  yon  have  the  whole  secret 
of  this  extraordinary  revolution.  It  is  jdain,  tbnt  if  Ifr.  Pitt  had 
headed  the  Opposition  sooner,  or  that  the  Opposition  had  had  any 
brains  without  him,  this  event  would  have  happened  earlier.  A. 
single  fortnight  of  olamour  and  debate  on  the  Oyder  Tax,  copied 
from  the  mrise  on  the  Excise  in  my  Other's  time^  and  adq^ted  into 
petitions  from  the  City,  frightened  this  mighty  &vourite  out  of  all 
his  power  and  plans,  and  has  reduced  Mr.  Fox  to  take  almost  the 
same  steps,  though  he^  too,  has  an  intended  project  of  retiranent  to 
plead;  but  he  keeps  bis  place,  takes  a  peerage,  and  goes  to  France. 
Lord  Bute  keeps  nothing  but  the  King^s  SkYwa,  naoA  thal^  too,  he 
is  not  to  use.  He  will  be  wise  to  adhere  to  tins  measure^  now 
he  has  taken  the  other,  lest  necessity  should  prescribe  instead  of 
option. 

I  suppose  you  by  this  time  conclude;,  fliat  ykhm  Lord  Bute  qoitled 
the  Kmg^  he  sent  the  keys  of  St  James's  and  Buddngbam-house  to 
Mr.  Pitb  Stay  alitde — we  are  to  have  another  episode  of  a  summer 
Administration  first,  fi)r  you  find  we  do  not  wear  the  same  soits  in 
both  seasons.  Mr.  Orenville  is  to  be  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
and  Chancellor  of  the  Excfaequor ;  Charles  Townshend  at  the  head 
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of  fhe  Ajdniiraltyy  and  Lord  Shelbiinie  at  the  Board  of  Trade.  Bbt 
Franoifl  Daahwood,  in  reoompenae  for  the  wofbl  incapaeitjr  he  liaa 
Axrwn^  goes  into  the  House  of  Lords,  and  is  to  sncoeed  in  the  great 
Wardrobe  to  Lord  Gower,  who  again  takes  the  Priyy  Seal,  as  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  is  to  be  President  of  the  OoancQ.  Lord  Hertford 
is  named  for  Pazis,  and  Lord  Stonnont  for  Vienna ;  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  gets  what  he  wished,  the  Master  of  fl&e  Hone ;  I  sup- 
pose to  leaTe  the  Ohamberlain's  QflksoTaoant  for  the  last  inoumbeni' 
The  Duke  of  Butland  to  be  contented  wifli  Lord  Qranby's  being 
L(ttd*Iieatenant  of  Irelaadt  where  he  will  finish*  his  lifo  and 
foirtnne. 

Li  this  state  I  left  history.  All  this  arrangement  may  be  already 
overturned.  No  man,  I  suppose^  is  so  unwise  as  to  eaqwot  any 
duration  to  ii  It  can  only  meani,  time  to  deal'with  the  Opposition, 
or  to  diyide  them ;  and,  conmdering  what  numbers  and  what  great 
names  are  to  be  satisfied,  it  is  a  chaos  into  which  one  cannot 
foresee.  I  have  seldom  been  a  Indlgr  prophet,  and  therefore  shall  not 
ezeroiae  my  talent.  The  poor  man  who  is  gone  [Lord  Waldegrave] 
could  ha?e  been  of  the  utmost  consequence  at  this  moment  to 
aeeomjdish  some  establishment;  he  had  been  offiared,  and  had 
refosed  the  greatest  things— no  bad  ingredient  in  reconciling  others. 
In  that  or  any  o&er  qualification  I  know  few  equal  to  hisL  Adieu  t 
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I  HATS  xeceiyed  your  two  letters  together,  and  foresaw  that  your 
friendly  good  heart  would  feel  for  us  just  as  you  do.  The  loss  is 
irreparable,  and  my  poor  niece  is  sensible  it  is.  She  has  such  a 
yeneration  for  her  Load's  memory,  that  if  her  sister  and  I  make  her 
eheeifnl  for  a  moment,  she  accuses  herself  of  it  the  next  day  to  the 
Bishop  of  Exeter  [her  brother-in-law],  as  if  he  was  her  confessor, 
and  iliat  she  had  committed  a  crime.  She  cried  for  two  days  to 
such  a  degree,  that  if  she  had  been  a  fountain  it  must  haye  stopped. 
Till  yesterday  she  scarce  eat  enough  to  keep  her  aliye,  and  looks 
accordingly;  but  at  her  age  she  must  be  comforted:  her  esteem 
win  last^  but  her  spirits  will  return  in  spite  of  herMlf .  Her  lord 
has  made  her  sole  executrix,  and  added  what  little  douceurs  he  could 

1  The  Dake  of  Deromhire.— Walpoul 

*  Lord  GnaVy  dnsk  ynj  liard,  sad  wai  pn^utAj  gneroas.— Wauoiw. 
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to  her  jointure,  wliich  is  but  a  thousand  pounds  a-year,  flie  estate 
being  but  three-and-twenty  hundred.  Tbe  little  gixls  will  have 
about  eight  thousand  pounds  a-pieoe;  for  the  Teller's  plaoe  was 
so  great  during  the  war,  that  notwithstanding  his  temper  was  a 
duioe  of  generosity,  he  had  saved  thirty  thousand  pounds  sinee  lua 
marriage. 

Her  sisters  have  been  here  with  us  the  whole  time.  Lad^  Hunt* 
ingtower  is  all  mildness  and  tenderness ;  and  by  dint  of  attention  I 
have  not  displeased  the  other.  Lord  Huntingtower  has  been  hece 
onoe ;  the  Bishop  most  of  the  time :  he  is  very  reasonable  and  good- 
natured,  and  has  been  of  great  assistance  and  oomfort  to  me  in  this 
melanoholy  office,  which  is  to  last  here  till  Monday  or  Tuesday. 
We  have  got  the  eldest  little  girl  too.  Lady  Laura,  who  k  just  old 
enough  to  be  amusing;  and  last  night  my  nephew  arrived  herefrmn 
Portc^gaL  It  was  a  terrible  meeting  at  first ;  but  as  he  is  very 
soldierly  and  lively,  he  got  into  spirits,  and  diverted  us  much  widi 
his  relfl^ons  of  the  war  and  the  country.  He  confirms  all  we  have 
heard  of  the  viUany,  poltroonery,  and  ignorance  of  the  Portngnese^ 
and  of  their  aversion  to  the  Wngliwh ;  but  I  could  perceive,  even 
through  his  relation,  that  our  flippancies  and  contempt  of  (iiem  must 
have  given  a  good  deal  of  play  to  their  antipatiiy. 

You  are  admirably  kind,  as  you  always  are,  in  inviting  me  to 
Ch-eatworth,  and  jfuroposing  Bath ;  but  besides  its  being  impossible 
for  me  to  take  any  journey  just  at  present,  I  am  really  very  well  in 
health,  and  the  trtinquillity  and  air  of  Strawberry  have  done  much 
good.  The  hurry  of  London,  where  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  just  now, 
will  dissipate  the  gloom  that  this  unhappy  loss  has  occasioned; 
though  a  deep  loss  I  shall  always  thmk  ii  The  time  passes 
tolerably  here ;  I  have  my  painters  and  gilders  and  constant  packets 
of  news  from  town,  besides  a  thousand  letters  of  condolaice  to 
answer;  for  both  my  niece  and  I  have  received  innumerable  testi- 
monies of  the  regard  that  was  folt  for  Lord  Waldegrave.  I  have 
heard  of  but  one  man  who  ought  to  have  known  his  worth,  that  has 
shown  no  concern ;  but  I  suppose  his  childish  mind  is  too  much 
occupied  with  the  loss  of  his  last  governor.'  I  have  given  up  my 
own  room  to  my  niece,  and  have  betaken  myself  to  the  Holbem 
chamber,  where  I  am  retired  from  the  rest  of  the  family  when  I 
choose  it^  and  nearer  to  overlook  my  workmen.  The  Ghqiel  is  quite 
finidied  except  the  carpet    The  sable  mass  of  the  altar  gives  it  a 

>  IiQid  WaUegn?«  had  bMii  goTenor  of  C3eois«  tbe  ThM^WiittaT. 
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reef  aobor  air ;  for,  notwiilistaiidiiig  the-  sokmnily  of  flie  pamied 
iriiidowB,  it  had  a  gandineaB  that  was  a  little  proAme. 

I  can  know  no  news  here  hat  by  rebound ;  and  yet,  though  they 
are  to  rebound  again  to  you,  they  wQl  be  as  fresh  as  any  yon  oan 
have  at  GreatwortL  A  land  of  administration  is  botched  up  for  the 
presenti  and  eren  gave  itself  an  air  of  (hat  fierceness  with  which 
the  winter  sat  oat  Lord  Hardwicka  was  toU,  that  his  sons  most 
vote  with  the  eoart»  or  be  tamed  oat ;  he  replied,  as  he  meant  to 
liATe  them  in  pkoe,  he  chose  they  dioald  be  removed  now.  It  looks 
lU  for  the  Ooitft  when  he  is  sturdy.  They  wished,  too,  to  have  had 
Pitt,  if  fliey  eoald  hare  had  him  without  conseqpieDoes ;  hot  they 
don't  find  any  recnnts  repair  to  that  standard.  They  brag  that  they 
ahoold  hafe  had  Lord  Waldegrave ;  a  most  notorious  falsehood,  as 
he  had  refused  OTory  offer  they  could  invent  the  day  before  he  was 
taken  ilL  The  Buke  of  Cumberland  orders  his  servants  to  say,  that 
ao  for  from  joining  them,  he  believes  if  Lord  Waldq^rave  could  have 
been  foretold  of  his  death,  he  would  have  preferred  it  to  an  union 
with  Bute  and  Fox*  Hie  former's  was  a  decisive  panio :  so  sadden, 
that  it  is  said  Lord  Egremont  was  sent  to  break  his  resolution  of 
letunag  to  flie  King.  Thd  other  [Fox],  whose  journey  to  IVance 
does  not  indioate  mush  less  apprehenmon,  affMsts  to  walk  in  the 
streets  at  tlie  most  public  hours  to  mark  his  not  trembling.  Li  the 
mean  time  the  two  chiefe  have  paid  their  bravoes  magnificently ;  no 
less  than  fi%-two  fliousand  pounds  a*year  are  granted  in  reversion  t 
Taung  Hartin,'  who  is  older  than  I  am,  is  named  my  successor ;  but 
I  intcoid  he  shall  wait  some  years :  if  they  had  a  mind  to  serve  me^ 
they  could  not  have  selected  a  fitter  tool  to  set  my  character  in  a  fiur 
light  by  the  comparison.  Lord  Bate's  son  [Lord  Mountstuart]  has 
the  reversion  of  an  Auditor  of  the  Lnprest ;  this  is  all  he  has  done 
ostensibly  for  his  fiunily,  but  the  great  things  bestowed  on  the  most 
insignificant  objects  make  me  suspect  some  private  compacts.  Yet 
I  may  wrong  him,  but  I  do  not  mean  it  Lord  Oranby  has  refrised 
Ireland,  and  the  Northumberlands  are  to  transport  their  magnificence 
thither.'  I  lament  that  you  made  so  little  of  that  voyage,  bat  is  this 
the  season  of  unrewarded  merit  P  One  should  blush  to  be  preferred 
within  the  same  year.    Do  but  think  that  Calcraft  is  to  be  an  Iriah 

*  Btmwd  Maiiin,  a  West  Indian,  leeratarj  to  tlie  intmrj  whm  Lad  Bate  «m 
Bii  Imid,  Md  inMom  to  tlie  PHiimm  Dowager  of  WalM.— Waliou.    Soe  foL  iL  p. 

4SS»  Btidpotl  p.  12S.— CmuoHAii. 
'  Tlio  KMiof  NortlumiberkiulirMgiietted  on  theSOth  of  April  Loffd-Iientonint  of 

Ireland,  and  on  tbe  14th  of  ICaj  the  Marqoia  of  Qranbgr  vaa  appointed  MMter  of  iha 

Ordnaneai — Waion. 
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Icxrdt     Fox's  millionsy  or  Cakraft'B  ^ihes  of  milKonHb  manei 
purchase  a  grain  of  your  Tirtno  or  diaracter*    Adiea  I 

UL    10  OSOBOE  MOKTAOU,  BSa 

I  HAVE  two  letters  from  yooi  and  shall  take  caie  to  eieoato  flie 
eommission  in  the  seoond.    The  first  diTSited  me  much. 

I  faroQght  my  poor  nieoe  [Lady  Waldagrave]  from  Strawberry  on 
Monday.  As  ezeentrix,  her  presence  was  qidto  neoessaryy  and  she 
has  never  refosed  to  do  anything  reasonable  flmt  has  been  desired  of 
her.  But  the  house  and  the  busineBs  haTe  shocked  her  terriUy ; 
she  still  eats  nothing,  sleeps  worse  than  she  did,  and  looks  dreadfully : 
I  begin  to  think  she  will  misoany.  She  said  to  me  t'other  day, 
**  They  tdl  me  thai  if  my  lord  had  lived,  he  might  have  done  great 
service  to  his  country  at  this  juncture^  by  the  respect  all  parlies  had 
fcr  him*  This  is  very  fine ;  but  as  he  did  not  Kve  to  do  thoee 
serricesy  it  will  never  be  mentioned  in  History  I "  I  thought  this 
solicitude  fer  his  honour  charming.  But  he  will  be  known  by 
History ;  he  has  left  a  small  volume  of  MemoiiSy  that  are  a  cA^ 
d^mwpre}  He  twioe  showed  them  to  me»  but  I  kept  his  secret  fidth- 
fbUy;  fioip  it  is  fer  Ins  g^ory  to  divulge  it 

I  am  f^aA  you  are  going  to  Dr.  Lewis.  After  an  Lnsh  voyage  I 
do  not  wonder  you  want  careening.  I  have  often  preached  to  you — 
nay,  and  lived  to  you  too;  but  my  sermons  were  flung  away  and  my 
example. 

Thtf  ridiculous  Administration  is  patched  up  for  the  present ;  the 
detail  is  delig^xtful,  but  that  I  shidl  reserve  fer  Strawberry-tide. 
Lord  Bafli  has  complained  to  Fanshaw  of  Lord  Pulteney*s  extra* 
vaganccb  andadded»  "  if  he  had  lived  he  would  have  spent  my  whole 
estote.''  This  ahnost  comes  up  to  Sir  Bobert  Brown»  who,  idien  his 
eldest  daughter  was  given  over,  but  still  alive,  on  that  uncertainiy 
sent  fer  an  undertaker,  and  bargained  fer  her  funeral  in  h(q)es  of 
having  it  cheaper,  as  it  was  poesiUe  she  mig^t  recover.  Lord  Bath 
has  purdiaaed  the  Hatton  vault  in  Westminster-abbeyi  squeesed 
his  wife,  son^  and  daughter  into  it,  reserved  room  for  himself  and 
has  set  the  rest  to  sala'  Gome ;  aU  this  is  not  &r  short  of  Sir 
Bobert  Brown. 

1 "  ICMQoinfrom  1754  to  1758,  by  Jain«»  Eari  WaldogiiTe,  K.O."  ISSl.— CvmroBAM. 

^  T%en  WM  B(H  the  ■ligkiMi  eolovr  fcr  tUt  edvBBy, "  dronlslcd  hf  a  genlleinaa 
of  very  higk  nnk,'*  (Walpdle?)  Sm  GMtaiMfi't  MagamnB,  toL  ^drii  p.  281.— 
CrirvijraBAji. 


iM.]  «o  aiB  mmuoB  UAStu  n 

To  my  gnat  witmftetimj  the  new  Laid  HbDiiid  baa  aot  taken 
ihe  least  firiendly,  or  even  formal  notice  of  me,  on  Lord  Waldo- 
gmve's  death.  It  diBpenaefl  me  from  the  leaat  forther  eonnexion 
with  him,  and  mes  erptanations,  whioh  alwaja  entertain  tlie  iroild 
more  than  satiflfy. 

Dr.  Omnbeiland  is  an  Iiidi  Uahop ;  I  hope  beiMe  flie  aommer  is 
over  fliat  some  beam  from  your  oonsin's  [HalifiuL's]  portion  of  the 
triimmrate  may  light  on  poor  Bentley.  If  he  widies  it  till  neoct 
winteTi  he  wiU  be  foroed  to  try  still  new  sondune.  I  ham  taken 
His.  Pritohaid's  house  [at  Twiokniham]  for  Lady  WaUegmve;  I 
offsred  her  to  live  wi(£  me  at  Strawbenryi  bnt  wifli  her  nsoal  good 
sense  she  dedined  it^  as  she  thought  the  ohildien  would  be  tronUe- 


Gharlss  Townshend's  episode  in  this  revohition  passes  belief 
though  he  does  not  tell  it  himselt^  If  I  had  a  son  bom,  and  an  old 
fiuiy  were  to  appear  and  ofier  to  endow  him  with  her  choioest  gifts, 
I  should  ery  ont,  *'  Powerfiil  Goody,  give  him  anything  bat  partsl"  * 
AdienI 

84&    TO  811  HOKAGB  MAKH. 

atrmUmffi  am,  AprU  SO,  176S. 

Tbb  papers  have  told  yon  all  the  formal  changes ;  the  real  one 
consists  solely  in  Lord  Bute  being  oat  of  office,  for  having  recovered 
his  fright  be  is  still  as  mach  Mimster  as  ever,  and  conseqaently  does 
not  find  his  onpopolarity  decrease.  On  the  contrary,  I  think  his 
sitaation  more  dangerons  than  ever :  he  has  done  enough  to  terrify 
his  friendsy  and  encourage  his  enemies,  and  has  aoqmred  no  new 
strength ;  rather  has  lost  strength,  by  the  disappearance  of  Mr. 
Fox  from  die  scene.  His  depatiee,  too,  will  not  long  care  to  stand 
all  the  risk  for  him,  when  they  perceive,  as  they  most  already,  that 
tiiey  have  neither  credit  nor  coi^dence.  Indeed  the  new  adminis- 
tration is  a  general  joke,  and  will  scarce  want  a  violent  death  to  pat 
an  end  to  ii  Lord  Bute  \b  very  blameable  for  embarking  the  ^ng 
80  deep  in  measores  that  may  have  so  serioos  a  termination.  The 
longer  the  C!oart  can  stand  its  ground,  the  more  firmly  will  the 
opposition  be  united,  and  the  more  inflamed.    I  have  ever  thought 

>  Lord  Bmiagtoii,  In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  the  19th  of  AprU,ujft—''Clu»^ 
Towuhend  aoeepted  the  Admiitlt/  on  Thnnday,  tnd  went  to  kin  banda  the  next  di^; 
b«i  hebroDsht  Peter  Burell  with  him  to  oouit,  and  Inaiated  he  likewiae  ahonld  be  one 
oftheboard.  Being  told  that  Lorda  Howe  and  Digby  were  to  fiU  up  the  Tacant  eeata 
ni  the  AdrnfaiMy,  he  declined  accepting  the  ofloe  destined  for  him,  and  the  next  di^ 
teoclred  a  dldoUaiion  from  the  Klng*a  ■errioe."— Wiiobt. 


n  HORA.OB  WlLPOUrS  LBfraitfL  (Hit. 

this  wonU  bd  a  tnrbidaiit  le^  and  aoflmig  has  happened  to  make 
me  alter  my  opinion. 

Mr.  Fox's  exit  has  been  very  nnpleasani  He  would  not  vmituie 
to  aooept  the  Treasmy,  which  Lord  Bute  would  hare  beqneaihed  to 
him ;  and  oonld  not  obtain  an  earldom,  finrwhioh  he  flioa^t  he  had 
stipolaied ;  bnt  some  of  liie  aegotiators  asserting  that  he  had  engaged 
to  resign  tiie  Paymaster's  place,  which  he  Tehemently  demes,  lie  has 
been  foroed  to  take  up  with  a  barony,  and  kas  broken  with  kia 
associates— I  do  not  say  friends,  tor  wifli  flie  chief'  of  tkem  he  had 
qnarrdled  when  he  embaiked  in  the  new  qrstenL  He  meets  witb 
little  piiyi  and  yet  has  found  ae  mnch  ingratitiide  as  he  had  had 
power  of  doing  service. 

I  am  glad  yon  are  going  to  have  a  great  dnke ;  it  will  amnse  yon, 
and  a  new  Gout  will  make  Fknence  lively,  tke  only  beanty  it 
wants.  You  divert  me  with  my  friend  the  Dnke  of  Modena's  eon- 
soientions  match :  if  the  Duchess'  had  ontlived  him,  she  woold  not 
have  been  so  sempolons.  Bat^  fer  Hymen's  sake,  who  is  that 
Madame SimonettiP  Itrast,  not  that  old  painted,  gaming,  debaabhedt 
Coontess'  from  Milan,  whom  I  saw  at  the  fidr  of  Beggio  I 

I  surprise  myself  with  being  able  to  write  two  pages  of  pore 
English ;  I  do  nothing  bnt  deal  in  broken  French.  The  two  natiooa 
are  crossing  over  and  figoring-UL  We  have  had  a  Gonnt  d'Usson  * 
and  his  wife  these  six  weeks ;  and  last  Satorday  arrived  a  Madame 
de  BonfSers,"  sfowmte^  gahnte^  a  great  friend  of  ilie  Prince  of  Oonti, 
and  a  passionate  admirer  de  nous  auirea  Angloia.  I  am  feroed  to 
live  much  with  taut  go,  as  they  are  perpetually  at  my  Lady  Hervey's  ; 
and  as  my  Lord  Hertford  goes  Ambassador  to  Paris,  where  I  shall 
certainly  make  him  a  visit  next  year — don't  you  think  I  shall  ba 
computing  how  far  it  is  to  Florence?  There  is  coming,  too,  a 
Marquis  de  Floury,  who  is  to  be  consigned  to  me,  as  a  political 
relation,  v&  VamitiS  entre  k  Cardbuil  ton  anck  et  fm  nwnrieur  mom 
phe.  However,  as  my  cousin  Fleury  is  not  above  six-and-twenty, 
I  had  much  rather  be  excused  frxmi  such  a  commission  as  showing 
the  Tombs  and  the  Lions,  and  the  King  and  Queen,  and  my  Lord 
Bute,  and  the  Waxwork,  to  a  boy.    All  this  breaks  in  upon  my 

*  TIm  Dakes  of  CombeiUnd  and  DeTonihire. — Walpoli. 

*  She  WIS  dang^ter  of  tfae  fifOgeoi  Dnko  of  Orissnai— Waltoul 
'  It  WM  that  Madame  SimoneUL — Walpoul 

*  He  waa  altenrarda  Envoy  to  Sweden,  where  be  died  in  1781-2.  He  manried  a 
Dstch  woman.— Walpoli. 

*  Kademoiaelle  Saigon,  Marqniae  de  DouiBen,  miatnwa  of  the  Piinoe  de  Oouii, 
whom  she  hoped  to  marry. — Walpolb. 


\mi  TO  TBM  BOB.  MX.  OOVWAT, 

plu<iriril]idf»wiiigb]rlittlsaiid  little  iram  tliftiraild,fbr  I  hate 
to  tne  it  with  an  old  lean  £ne»  and  whioli  pramiaea  to  ba  aa  old 
lean  hm  far  lliirty  yean  knger,  far  I  am  aa  wqU  agab  aa  ever. 
Tlia  Doa  da  Nivenioia  oalled  hate  the  other  day  la  hia  way  from 
Hampfam  Ooiirt ;  bnii  aa  tiie  moit  ienaible  Franoh  nerer  have  ayea 
to  see  aaytliiiig,  nnleaB  lliey  iee  it  evoiy  day  and  aee  it  in  faahioii, 
I  cannot  aay  he  flattered  me  mndk,  or  waa  mnoh  atmek  with  Straw* 
beny.  When  I  earned  him  into  the  Gafainet^  which  I  hare  told 
3ran  if  farmed  npon  the  idea  of  a  Oalholio  chapel,  he  pulled  off  his 
kat,  bat  peveeiring  hia  error,  he  aaid,  **  Ce  n*mt  poM  mm  ekpeOe 
jmtrkmi,"  and  leemed  a  Kttie  diepleaaed. 

My  poor  nieoe  [Lady  WaldegntTe]  does  not  faiget  her  Lotd, 
though  by  this  time  I  iQppoae  the  woildhaa.  She  has  taken  a  houae 
here,  at  Twickenhamt  to  be  near  me.  Madame  de  Bonfflen  haa 
lieaid  ao  mnoh  of  her  beanty,  that  die  told  me  she  ahoold  be  glad 
to  peep  throng^  a  grate  anywhere  to  get  a  glinqpie  of  her, — bat 
at  pieeent  it  woald  not  ancwer.  I  never  aaw  ao  great  an  alteration 
in  so  abort  a  period ;  bat  aha  is  too  yoong  not  to  recover  her  beautyi 
only  dimmed  by  grief  thai  most  be  ten^mraiy.  Adiea!  my 
dear  Sir. 

The  plot  thickaos :  Mr.  Wilkes  is  sent  to  the  Tower  for  the  last 
'  North  Briton  * ;  *  a  paper  whose  fame  most  have  reached  yoo.  It 
aaid  Lord  Bute  had  made  the  King  utter  a  gross  falsehood  in  his  last 
apeeoh.  This  hero  is  as  bad  a  fallow  as  ever  hero  was,  abominable 
in  private  life,  dnll  in  Parliament*  buti  they  say,  very  entertaining 
in  a  room,  and  certainly  no  bad  writer,  besidM  having  had  the 
honour  of  contribating  a  great  deal-^  Lord  Bate's  falL  Wilkes 
fought  Lord  Talbot  in  the  aatumn,  whom  he  had  abased;  and 
latdy  in  Oalai^,  when  the  Prince  de  Ooy,  the  Governor,  asked  how 
far  flie  liberty  of  the  press  extended  in  Englandi  replied,  I  cannot 
tell,  but  I  am  trying  to  know.  I  don't  believe  this  will  be  the  only 
pan^^raph  I  shall  send  you  on  this  afiiir. 

S4SI    TO  THX  RON.  a  a  009WAT. 

Strawbar^  HiO^  Ma$  \,  176S. 

I  FEEL  happy  at  hearing  your  happiness ;  but,  my  dear  Harry, 
your  vision  is  much  indebted  to  your  long  absence,  which 

lUkflt  bleftk  rocks  and  b«mii  moootoliM  ialle. 
'  No,  45.— Cviriit»«HAM. 


74  HOBACK  WALFOUre  UfniML  [1701 

I  Biean  no  oftnee  to  Pari^-pIaoe»  but  the  bittemeflB  of  the  WMther 
inakeB  me  wonder  hew  yea  oaa  find  the  country  tolerehle  now. 
This  is  a  May-day  far  tibe  latitude  of  fiOwrial  The  TnflhnMde 
should  be  wrapped  m  ike  mciherlif  wn^orU  ^e  wmmMikim  pHHami. 
In  shorty  sooih  hiud  words  have  passed  between  me  and  the  nortti 
wind  to-day,  iiiati  aooording  to  the  langnage  of  the  times,  I  was 
ymrj  nesr  abasing  it  tat  coming  from  Scotland,  and  to  impating  it  to 
Loid  Bnte.  I  don't  know  irtiether  I  shonld  not  have  writton  a 
'Norili  Briton '  against  it,  if  the  printers  were  not  all  snt  to  New* 
gate,  and  Mr.  Wilkes  to  the  Towei^-ay,  to  the  Tower,  imti  debate 
The  new  Ministry  are  trying  to  make  up  hr  their  ridieolons  insig- 
nificance by  a  oMip  ^ScUL  As  I  came  hither  yesterday,  I  do  not 
know  wheUier  the  partionlaTS  I  have  heard  are  gennino  bnt  in  flie 
Tower  he  certainly  is,  taken  np  by  Lord  Halxfiuc's  warrant  lor 
treason ;  ride  Ihe  'Nwth  Briton'  of  Satorday  was  se'nnig^i  It 
is  said  he  refused  to  obey  the  warrant,  of  whioh  he  asked  and  got  a 
copy  from  the  two  messengers,  tellingtiiem  he  did  not  mean  to  make 
his  escape,  bat  sending  to  demand  his  Habeas-coipas,  which  was 
refiised.  He  then  went  to  Lord  Halifinr,  and  thence  to  the  Tower; 
dedaiing  they  should  get  nothing  oat  of  him  bat  what  they  knew. 
AH  his  papers  have  been  seized.  Lord  Ghief  Justice  Pratt,  I  am 
told,  finds  great  fitolt  with  the  wording  of  the  warrant 

I  don't  Imow  how  to  execute  your  commission  for  books  of  archi- 
tecture, nor  care  to  put  yon  to  eipense,  which  I  know  will  not 
answer.  I  have  been  consulting  my  neighbour,  young  Mr.  Thomas 
Ktt,'  my  present  architect :  we  have  all  books  of  that  sort  here,  bat 
cannot  think  of  one  whioh  will  help  yon  to  a  cottage  or  a  green- 
house. For  the  fermer  you  flhould  send  me  your  idea,  yoor  dimen- 
rions ;  fer  the  latter,  don't  yon  rebuild  your  old  one,  though  in 
another  placeP  A  pretty  green-house  I  never  saw;  nor  without 
immoderate  eipenae  can  it  well  be  an  agreeable  object  Mr.  Pitt 
thinks  a  mere  portico  without  a  pediment,  and  windows  lemoyable 
in  summer,  would  be  the  best  plan  you  could  have.  If  so,  don't 
you  remember  something  of  that  Idnd,  which  yoa  liked,  at  Sir 
Charles  Gottrel's  at  Botwhani  P  But  a  fine  green-house  must  be 
on  a  more  exalted  plan.  In  short,  you  must  be  more  partioular, 
before  I  can  be  at  all  so. 

I  called  at  HammersmiA  yesterday  about  Lady  Ailesbuiy's  tubs ; 
one  of  them  is  nearly  finished,  but  they  will  not  both  be  completed 

*  Aft«nrards[1784]  created  Lord  Caaielfoid.— Walpou. 


mt.]  TO  SIR  DATID  lUUtTMPIil,  U 

fbeBe  ten  Akj%  Shall  they  be  tent  to  yoa  by  miter  P  Good-xog^t 
to  hat  lidyddp  and  yon,  and  the  inftnta,'  whoae  progieai  in  waacaa 
atatnaiy  I  hope  advanoes  so  ttid,  that  by  neoct  winter  she  may  rival 
Baekitrow'a  dd  man.  Do  yon  Imoir  that»  thoogh  apprised  of  what 
I  waa  goii^  to  aeoi  it  deoeiYed  me»  and  made  sobh  imprefloon  on 
my  miEult  that»  thinking  on  it  as  I  came  home  in  my  ohariot^  and 
seeing  a  woman  stoadbstly  at  work  in  a  window  in  Pallpnudlt  it 
made  me  siwrt  to  see  her  move.    Adien  I 

AHkigkm  Bind,  Mtttds^  wigM» 

The  mighty  commitment  set  out  with  a  blixbder ;  the  wairant 
directed  ilie  printer,  and  all  concerned  (nxmamed)  to  be  taken  i^. 
Consequently  Wilkes  had  his  Habeas-corpns  of  conrse,  and  was 
oommitted  again ;  moved  fer  another  in  ilie  Common-FleaSy  and  is 
to  appear  there  to-morrow  morning.  Lord  Temple  being,  by  another 
strain  of  power,  refused  admittance  to  him,  said,  ''  I  thought  this 
was  the  Tower,  but  find  it  is  the  Bastille/'  They  fonod  among 
Wilkes's  papers  an  nnpublished  '  North  Briton,'  designed  for  last 
Saturday.  It  contained  advice  to  the  King  not  to  go  to  Si  Paul's 
on  Hie  thanksgiving,  but  to  have  a  snug  one  in  his  own  chapel ;  and 
to  let  Lord  G^ige  Sackville  carry  the  sword.  There  was  a  dialogue 
in  it  too  between  Fox  and  Calcraft :  the  fonner  says  to  the  latter, 
''I  did  not  think  you  would  have  served  me  so,  Jemmy  Twitcher.** 


S47.    TO  8IE  DATID  DAUtTMPU. 

8im:  Strawberry  ffa,  Ma^  2, 1799. 


I  FonnoBB  to  answer  your  letter  for  a  few  days,  till  I  knew 
iriietfaer  it  was  in  my  power  to  give  you satis&ction.  Uponinqdry, 
and  having  conversed  with  some  who  could  inform  me,  I  find  it 
would  be  rery  difiteult  to  obtain  so  peremptory  an  order  fi>r  dismissing 
fictitious  invalids  (as  I  think  they  may  properly  be  called),  as  you 
seem  to  think  the  state  of  ilie  case  requires ;  by  any  interposition  of 
mine,  quite  impossible.  Very  diAoolt  I  am  told  it  would  be  to  get 
them  dismissed  from  our  Hospitals  when  once  admitted,  and  subject  to 
aclamiDur  which,  in  flie  present  unsettled  state  of  government^  nobody 

•  Abim  SflTmmir  Cmiwiy  [Mn.  Jhrnml  wkoM  gnSm  kf  Mtlirtiira  bai  iiiK« 
dMagviilMl  itMlf  in  tnon  danbkaataiiftb.— Bbut. 


W  HORACl  WAIiFOLn  LBRUS.  [Ilia 

would  care  to  risk.  Indeed,  I  beUere  it  ooold  not  be  done  hj  wany 
single  anihoritjr*  The  power  of  admiasuHit  end  conseqaenily  of  dis- 
niiBBion,  does  not  depend  on  the  MinistBrylmt  on  the  Boiu^  direct 
flie  affiiiis  of  the  Hoepital,  at  whidh  Board  preside  the  Paymaster, 
fleeretary  at  War,  Goremori  fto. ;  if  I  am  not  qoite  exact,  I  know 
it  IB  80  in  generaL  I  am  adTised  to  tell  yon.  Sir,  that  if  upon  eza* 
minaiion  it  skonld  be  thought  xi(^  to  take  Ute  step  yon  eonnael, 
still  it  oonld  not  be  done  without  pieviooB  and  delibereie  disoussimu 
Ab  I  should  grudge  no  trouble,  and  am  Tsiy  desirous  of  ezecutixig 
any  eomnussion,  Sir,  you  will  honour  me  with,  if  you  will  draw  up 
a  memorial  in  fonu,  stating  the  abuses  whioih  have  come  to  your 
knowledge,  the  advantages  which  would  result  to  the  oonununity  by 
more  rigorous  examination  of  candidates  for  admissLon,  and  the  uses 
to  whicb  the  overflowings  of  the  military  might  be  put^  I  will  engage 
to  put  it  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  OrenvQle,  the  present  head  of  the 
Treasury,  and  to  employ  all  the  little  credit  he  is  so  good  to  let  me 
have  with  him,  in  baddng  your  request  I  can  answer  for  one  thing 
and  no  more,  that  as  long  as  he  sits  at  that  Board,  which  probably 
will  not  be  long,  he  will  give  all  due  attention  to  any  scheme  al 
national  utility. 

It  is  seldom.  Sir,  that  political  revolutions  bring  any  man  upon 
the  stage,  with  whom  I  have  much  connection.  The  great  actors 
are  not  the  class  whom  I  much  cultivate ;  consequently  I  am  neither 
elated  with  hopes  on  their  advancement,  nor  mortified  nor  rejoioed 
at  their  fidL  As  the  scene  has  shifted  often  of  late,  and  is  far  firom 
promising  duration  at  present,  one  must,  if  one  lives  in  flie  great 
world,  hirve  now  and  then  an  acquaintance  concened  in  the  drama. 
Whenever  I  happen  to  have  one,  I  hope  I  am  ready  and  ^ad  to 
make  use  of  sudli  (however  substantial)  interest  to  do  good  or  to 
oUige;  and  this  being  the  case  at  present,  and  truly  I  cannot  call 
Mr.  Grenville  much  more  than  an  acquaintance,  I  shall  be  hasffpy. 
Sir,  if  I  can  ecntribnte  to  your  views,  which  I  have  reason  to  believe 
are  those  of  a  benevoient  man  and  good  dtiien ;  but  I  advertise  you 
truly,  that  my  interest  depends  more  on  Mr.  Grenville's  geodnees 
and  civility,  than  on  any  great  ccmnection  between  us,  and  still  less 
on  any  political  connection.  I  think  he  would  like  to  do  public  good, 
I  know  I  should  like  to  contribute  to  it — but  if  it  is  to  be  done  by 
this  channel,  I  apprehend  there  is  not  much  time  to  be  lost— you  see 
Sir,  what  I  think  of  the  permanence  of  the  present  system  I  Your 
ideas.  Sir,  on  the  hard  fiite  of  our  brave,  soldiers  concur  with  mine ; 
I  lamented  thoir  sufferings,  and  have  tried  in  vain  to  suggest  some 
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Ktfle  plans  Ibr  their  idiet  I  only  iiieiitkmihis»  topiovetoyaafbat 
I  am  not  ind^rent  to  the  sabjeot,  nor  undertake  yoor  iwminiiMimi 
from  mere  oomplaisaace.  Yon  understand  the  matter  better  than  I 
do,  bat  yoa  cannot  engage  in  it  with  more  aeaL  Methodise,  if  yo« 
please,  your  plan,  and  oommiimoate  it  to  me,  and  it  ahall  not  be  lost 
£nr  want  of  solicitation.  We  swarm  with  highwaymeot  who  hsTS 
laeea  heroes.  We  owe  our  safety  to  them,  eonsequsntly  we  owe  a 
letnm  of  preservation  to  them,  if  we  can  find  out  mettiods  of 
employing  them  honesfly.  Extend  your  news,  Sir,  for  them,  and 
let  me  be  solieitor  to  Hie  cause. 


$4S.   TO  n»  HOK.  H.  &  OOVWAT. 

ArUngton  Sirtel,  Main  S,  very  kUe,  1768. 

Thb  oomplenm  of  the  times  is  » litUe  altered  suioe  the  bcynning 


of  this  last  winter.  Prerogative,  that  gave  itself  such  airs  in 
If  ovember,  and  would  speak  to  nothing  but  a  T017,  has  had  a  njf 
this  morning  that  will  do  it  some  good,  unless  it  is  weak  enough  (e 
do  itself  more  hann.  The  judges  of  the  Oommon-Pleas  have 
imanimonsly  dismissed  Wilkes  firom  lus  imprisonment^'  as  a  breadi 
of  privilege ;  his  offence  not  being  a  breach  of  the  peace,  only 
tending  to  ii  The  people  are  in  transports ;  and  it  will  require  all 
ihe  vanity  and  confidence  of  those  able  miuisters,  Lord  Sandwich 
and  Mr.  0  *  *  *,  to  keep  up  the  spirits  of  the  court 

I  must  change  this  tone^  to  tell  you  of  the  most  dismal  calamify 
that  ever  happened.  Lady  Molesworth's  house,  in  Upper  Brook- 
street,  was  burned  to  the  ground  between  four  and  five  this  monoing. 
She  herself  two  of  her  daughters,  her  brother,"  and  six  servantsy 
perished.  Two  other  of  the  young  ladies  jumped  out  of  the  two 
pair  of  stairs  and  garret  windows :  one  broke  her  thigh,  the  other 
(the  eldest  of  all)  broke  hers  too,  and  has  had  it  cut  off.  The  fifth 
daughter  is  much  burnt  The  French  governess  leaped  from  the 
gaixet,  and  was  dashed  to  pieces.    Dr.  Molesworth  and  his  wife, 

>  WilkM  WM  dtoebugttd  OB  tlM  Sth  of  JCay,  l»y  tiie  LoidCI&!orj«ia«ePnill,irko 
doddod  that  lie  wm  ontltlod  to  pletd  hb  pilTilego  m  a  Membor  of  ParUamoni ;  tho 
dime  of  wbidi  he  wai  aeeoaed,  namely,  a  libel,  betas  ^  ^  ^7^  of  the  law  oa^  a 
Ugh  mlidemeaiior,  whenae  the  only  three  euee  wbieh  oovid  allbot  the  piiTilege  of  a 
Hember  of  PiMrllameiit  were  treaeop,  felony,  and  breaeh  of  the  peaoe. — ^Waionv. 

>  Captain  Usher.  Lady  Moleiworth  wu  daughter  of  the  Be?.  W.  Ueher,  Arehdcaeott 
of  doBlhrt^  and  the  leeoiid  wiSi  of  Blehard,  third  Y ieeonai  M oieevorth,  who  waa 
aido^o^unp  to  the  Duke  of  Mariborongfa  at  the  baUle  of  Bamillee^  and  »?ed  hie 
giaee'e  life  in  that  engagement. — Waionv. 
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trho  were  (liere  on  a  viiity  escaped ;  the  wife  by  jampnig  finom  tiia 
two  pair  of  staifs,  and  aafing  hexedf  by  a  rail;  be  by  baagiiig  by 
b]0  bands  tQl  a  eeoond  ladder  was  broogbt,  after  a  first  bad  pirored 
too  shori  Nobody  knows  bow  or  wbere  the  fite  b^gan;  tba 
oatsstropbe  is  sboddng  beyond  wbat  one  ever  beard :  and  poor  Ijidy 
M<desworiby  whose  obaraeter  and  oondiiet  were  the  niost  amiable  in 
tbe  would,  is  muTersally  lawtented.  Your  good  bearts  will  feel  liiis 
in  the  most  lively  manner.* 

I  go  early  to  Strawberry  to-monoWy  giving  up  flie  new  Opera, 
Madame  de  BonfBers,  and  Mr.  Wilkes»  and  all  tbe  present  topics. 
Wilkes,  whose  case  has  taken  its  pboe  by  the  side  of  the  seven 
Bishops,  oaUs  himself  the  eighth — not  quite  improperly,  when  one 
remembers  that  Sir  Jonathan  Trelawney»  who  swore  like  a  trooper, 
was  one  of  (hose  confessors* 

There  is  a  good  letter  in  the  Qaaetteer  on  flie  oQier  side,  pretend- 
ing to  be  written  by  Lord  Temple,  and  advising  Wilkes  to  eat  his 
throat,  Kke  Lord  E  *  *  *,  as  it  would  be  of  infinite  service  to  their 
cause.  Hiere  are  pnblidied,  too,  three  Tolnmes  of  Lady  Mary 
Wortley's  letters,  which  I  believe  are  genuine,  and  are  not  nnenter* 
tauiing. — But  bare  you  read  Tom  Hervey's  letter  to  the  late  King  t 
That  beats  everything  fer  madness,  horrid  indecency,  and  feUy,  and 
yet  has  some  charming  and  striking  passages. 

I  have  advised  Mrs.  Hanis  to  inform  against  Jack,  as  writing^  in 
the  North  Briton ;  he  will  then  be  shut  up  in  the  Tower,  and  may 
be  shown  for  old  Nero.*    Adieu! 


S4e.    TO  8IB  HORAW  MAHK. 

AfUmgkm  Skmi,  Mag  10, 17S8. 

You  will  be  impatient  to  hear  the  event  of  last  Friday.  Mr. 
Wilkes  was  delivered  by  the  Court  of  C!ommon  Fleas,  unanimously : 
not,  said  fliey,  on  a  defect  of  affidavit  in  the  Warrant;  not  on  defect 
of  specification  of  libellous  matter  in  the  Warrant ;  (two  objeotiona 
that  had  been  made  by  his  counsel  to  the  legality  of  the  commit- 
ment;) but  on  a  breach  of  privilege,  the  libel  in  question  not  being 
a  breach  of  the  peace,  but  only  tending  to  it. 

*  Ae  King,  upon  hc«riiig  of  UiSt  ealamiiy,  immediately  mbI  Iks  youa  MIm  a 
lnaiiwma  prmmi ;  oiderida  home  iobe  token  and  fiiniiihed  for  ihwtt  at  Mimpeme; 
aad  nei  only  eontiaoed  tke  peniloa  aettled  on  (he  UMllier,  bnt  oidemd  it  to  bn 
incraaied  two  hnndred  pounds  per  aanom. — WaionT. 

'  An  okllion  there,  w  called.— WALrouk 


iT«]  TO  in  mooLAxm  mamt.  i» 

The  trhimplioltfaeOppositioiiyyoaniAybe.Biueik  Iboiq^ 

lie  ii  still  liable  to  be  proieeated  in  the  King's  Benoh,  a  step  gained 
against  Hie  Ooort  gi^es  ocmfidenee  and  enoouagemeni  It  kas  giTcn 
80  muoh  to  Mr.  Wilkes  and  tibe  wannest  of  his  friends,  that  I  think 
their  indiscretion  and  indeosnejr  will  rerelt  the  graTest  of  their  well- 
wiskers.  Wilkes  keeps  nobomds ;  wrote  immediately  to  tibe  Seere- 
taries  of  State  that  his  hove  had  been  robbed,  and  that  he  sopposed 
they  had  his  goods — nay,  he  went  to  a  Jnstioe  of  Peace  to  demand 
a  Warrant  for  searfthing  their  houses,  whidh,  you  may  imagine,  he 
did  not  obtain.  The  King  ordered  Lord  Temple,  Lord  Lientenant 
of  Bnekinghamshire,  to  remoTO  him  fimn  the  Militia  of  that  eoonty. 
lite  Bariaeqnaintedhim  with  that  dismission,  in  teims  of  oondolsDce; 
for  whieh  his  Lordship  has  smee  been  displaced  himselfl  Li  short* 
the  seene  grows  every  day  more  serione— ^olsnee  on  one  sid^  and 
ineapaeity  on  flie  other. 

I  quit  pditios,  to  tell  yon  the  most  melaneholy  oatastrophe,  that 
one  almost  ever  heard  or  read  o£  The  hoose  of  Lady  Molesworth, 
in  Upper  Brook  Street,  wassoddenly  bnmt  to  the  ground  last  Fiiday» 
between  four  and  five  in  the  morning.  Herself  two  of  her  danghters, 
her  brother,  and  three  servants  perished,  with  all  the  cironmstanoes 
of  horror  imaginable  I  The  house,  iriuoh  was  small,  happened  to  be 
erowded,  by  the  arrival  of  her  brother,  Oaptain  Usher,  ftwiJamaioay 
who  lay  there  but  that  night  for  the  first  time,  and  by  a  visit  from 
Dr.  Molesworth  (her  brotber>in*law)  and  his  wife.  The  dootot 
vraked,  hearing  what  he  thought  haaL  He  rose,  opened  the  window 
and  saw  nothing.  The  noise  increased,  he  opened  fhe  door,  and 
foond  the  whole  stairoase  in  fiames  and  smoke.  Seeing  no  retreat, 
he  would  have  pasoaded  Us  wifo  to  msh  with  him  into  the  smoke^ 
and  perish  at  onee,  as  the  quiokest  deatL  She  had  not  resolution 
enough.  He  then  flung  out  a  mattress  for  her  to  jump  on  (it  was 
two  pair  of  stairs  baokwards) :  while  he  was  doing  Ihis  he  saw  from 
the  garret  above  one  of  the  young  ladiee  leap  into  the  back  oourt 
Mrs.  Molesworih  then  jumped  out  of  the  window,  and  was  searoe 
hurt ;  he  dambered  out  too,  and  hung  by  a  hook :  a  man  from  the 
back  of  another  house  saw  him,  and  called  to  him  that  he  would 
bring  a  ladder;  he  did,  but  it  was  too  diort  However,  he  begged 
the  doctor,  if  possible,  to  hangthere  stiU,  which,  though  his  strengtti, 
for  he  is  a  rery  old  man,  almost  foiled  him,  he  did  and  was  saved ; 
but  he  is  since  grown  so  disordered  with  the  terror  and  calamity^ 
that  they  doubt  if  he  will  Kve.  Lady  Molesworth,  who  lay  two 
pair  of  stairs  forwards,  and  who,  to  make-room^  had  taken  her  eldest 
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dmghter,  of  Be?eiiteeii»  to  lie  wifli  her,  was  seen  by  peisaiis  in  flie 
street  at  flie  window :  the  daughter  jumped  into  the  atieeti  fell  on 
the  iron  spikes,  and  ilienee  into  the  aiea.  hsAy  MoLesworth  was  at 
the  other  window  in  her  shifti  and  lifted  np  her  handsi  either  to 
open  the  sash,  or  in  agonies  fcr  her  daughter,  bat  suddenly  disap- 
peared. Some  think  fliat  tiie  floor  at  that  instant  fell  with  her ;  I 
raiher  eondnde  that  she  swooned  when  her  dan^ter  leaped^  and 
never  reoorered* 

The  young  lady  has  had  her  leg  eat  aS,  and  has  not  been  in  her 
senses  sinee.  The  yoongest  daughter,  about  nine  or  ten,  had  the 
qnieknees  to  get  ont  at  window  on  the  top  of  the  honse^  but  team 
spikes  and  el^nneys  oonld  get  no  fuiher.  She  went  back  to  her 
room  where  her  goyemess  was,  who  jumped  first,  and  was  dashed  to 
pieces.  Hie  ohiU  then  jumped,  and  was  little  hurt^  thoo^  bamt» 
and  almost  stifled  by  the  bed-doflies  which  Dr.  Molesworth  flung 
out,  for  <his  was  her  that  he  saw.  They  told  her  that  her  goyerness 
was  safe ;  she  replied,  **  Don't  pretend  to  make  me  believe  that,  for 
I  saw  her  dead  on  flie  pavement,  and  her  brains  scattered  about'' 

Anottier  of  the  sisters  jumped  too,  and  escaped  with  a  firaotured 
thigh.  A  footman,  who  lay  below,  and  could  have  saved  himself 
easily,  ran  up  to  try  to  save  some  of  the  fomily,  but  being  involved 
in  flames  and  much  burnt,  was  forced  to  try  the  window,  fell  on  the 
spikes  like  Hiss  Mdesworth,  but  they  think  will  livew  Lord  Holes- 
worth,  (he  only  son,  a  boy  at  Westminster,  was  at  home  that  day, 
and  was  to  luive  lain  there,  but  not  having  done  his  task,  was 
obliged  to  go  back  to  sdiool,  and  was  thus  fortimatdy  preserved. 

The  general  compassion  on  this  dreadful  tragedy  is  much  height- 
ened by  the  vny  amiable  diaracter  of  Lady  Holesworth.  She  had 
been  a  very  great  beauty,  and  was  siill  a  most  pleasing  woman,  not 
above  forty.  Lord  Molesworth,  tiien  very  aged,  married  her,  and 
had  several  children  by  her ;  her  character  and  virtue  beyond  all 
suspicion,  untainted  and  irreproachable.  Her  care  of  her  children 
was  most  meritorious,  and  her  general  behaviour  to  the  greatest 
degree  engaging.  Dr.  Holesworth  had  been  much  her  enemy,  ye^ 
while  her  husband  lived,  she  had  persuaded  him  to  give  the  doctor 
an  annuity,  and  since  his  death  has  treated  him  with  the  utmost 
friendship. 

It  is  not  yet  known  how  this  terrible  accident  happened.  Hany 
suspect  two  blacks  belonging  to  Captain  Usher,  but  I  believe  merely 
from  not  knowing  how  to  account  for  it,  nor  where  it  began* 

We  have  just  got  three  vohunes  of  Lady  Hary  Wcnrtley's  Letters; 
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of  whifik  Bha  had  giyen  oopifis  at  Yeniee.  Thejr  are  enieitaiiiiiii^ 
tboagh  perhaps  the  least  of  all  her  woifa,  for  these  were  writtoi 
dming  her  first  tFavels,  and  have  no  personal  history.  All  relating 
to  that  is  in  the  hands  of  Iiady  Bute,  and  I  suppose  will  never  see 
the  light  These  letters,  thoo^  pretty  well  guaxded,  have  certain 
marks  of  originafity — not  hating  freedoms,  hoth  of  opinion,  and 
with  regard  to  tmfli,  for  which  yon  know  she  had  little  partiality. 
Adieal 


SM.    TO  THB  BXT.  WILLIAM  COLS. 
PukmSn:  iSHrawfterry  JfO^  Jfoy  16«  17SI. 

I  FBOHisfED  you  should  hear  from  me  if  I  did  not  go  abroad,  and 
I  flatter  myself  that  yon  will  not  be  sorry  to  know  that  I  am  mnoh 
better  in  health  than  I  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  winter.  Hy 
journey  is  quite  laid  aside,  at  least  for  this  year ;  though,  as  Lord 
Hertford  goes  ambassador  to  Paris,  I  propose  to  make  him  a  visit 
tliere  next  spnng. 

As  I  shall  be  a  good  deal  here  this  summer,  I  hope  you  did  not 
take  a  surfeit  of  Strawberry  Tfill,  but  will  bestow  a  visit  on  it  while 
its  beauty  lasts ;  the  Gallery  advances  &st  now,  and  I  think  in  a  few 
weeks  wfll  make  a  figure  worth  your  looking  at 


SSI.    TO  GSOBOB  XONTAGU,  BSa 

Sirwebinjf  HUl,  Mag  17, 17S8. 

On  vient  de  nous  donner  une  tris  jolie  ftte  au  diAteau  de 
Straberri :  tout  jtoit  tapiss^  de  nardsses,  de  tolipes,  et  de  lilacs ;  dee 
cors  de  chasBo,  des  darionettes ;  des  petits  Tors  galants  frdts  par  des 
fiSes,  et  qui  se  trouvoient  sous  la  presse ;  des fruitsi  la  glace,  du  th4, 
dn  oafiSSy  des  biscuits,  et  force  hot-rolls.'' — ^This  is  not  the  beginning 
of  a  letter  to  you,  but  of  one  that  I  might  suppose  sets  out  to-night 
for  Paris,  or  rather,  which  I  do  not  suppose  will  set  out  thither ;  for 
though  the  nanative  is  circumstantially  true,  I  don't  believe  the 
actors  were  pleased  enough  with  the  scene,  to  give  so  fiivourable  an 
account  of  it. 

The  French  do  not  come  hither  te  see.  A  PAnglam  happened 
to  be  the  word  in  &shion ;  and  half  a  dozen  of  the  most  frshionaUe 
people  have  been  the  dupes  of  it  I  take  tot  granted  that  their 
next  mode  will  be  d  PIroquaise,  that  they  may  be   urder  no 
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obligation  of  lealisbg  their  preteiisioDS.  Madame  de  Bonfflers* 
I  think  will  die  a  martyr  to  a  taste,  which  abe  fiuusied  she  had,  and 
finds  she  has  noi  Neyer  having  stiired  ten  miles  from  Paris,  and 
having  only  rolled  in  an  easy  ooach  from  one  hotel  to  another  qq  a 
gliding  pavement,  she  is  already  worn  out  with  being  hnrried  from 
morning  tiU  night  from  one  right  to  another.  She  rises  every 
moniing  so  fiitigued  with  Hie  toils  of  the  preceding  day,  that  she  has 
not  strength,  if  she  had  inclination,  to  observe  the  least,  or  the 
finest  thing  die  sees  I  She  came  hither  to*day  to  a  great  breakfitst 
I  made  for  her,  with  her  eyes  a  foot  deep  in  her  head,  her  hands 
dangling,  and  scarce  able  to  support  her  knitting-bag.  She  had 
been  yesterday  to  see  a  ship  launched,  and  went  from  Greenwich  by 
water  to  Eanelagh.  Madame  Dusson,  who  is  Dutch-built,  and 
whose  musdes  are  pleasure-proof,  came  with  her;  there  were 
besides.  Lady  Mary  Ck)ke,  Lord  and  Lady  Holdemesse,  the  Duke 
and  Duchess  of  Grafton,  Lord  Hertford,  Lord  Yilliers,  Offley, 
Messieurs  de  Fleuiy,  D'Eon,'  et  Duolos.  The  latter  is  author  of  the 
Life  of  Louis  Onze;*  dresses  like  a  dissenting  minister,  which 
I  suppose  is  the  livery  of  a  ie/  eBprU,  and  is  much  more  impetuous 
than  agreeable.  We  breakfsisted  in  the  great  parlour,  and  I  had 
filled  the  haU  and  large  cbister  by  turns  with  French  horns  aad 
darionettes.  As  Ihe  iVendh  ladies  had  never  seen  a  printing-house, 
I  carried  them  into  mine ;  ihey  found  something  ready  set,  and 
desiring  to  see  what  it  was,  it  proved  as  follows : — 

Ihe  Press  speaks — 

Foa  ICabami  Di  BovtmBi. 

TIm  gnoeftil  Mr,  who  Iotm  to  knov. 
Nor  dreads  the  north's  inclement  snow; 

^  TIm  Comtosse  da  Bovfflen»  who  sinoa  the  Berolntlon  in  Franoe  of  iha  year  178a 
lealded  In  Knghmd  for  two  or  three  years  with  her  danghterin-Uw,  the  Gomtesae 
BmiUe  de  Bonfflera. — Walpou.  Her  Tislt  to  Dr.  Johnson  Is  made  memoraUo  by 
BoBweU.— CvmixvoHAM. 

*  Tha  OhsvaUar  d'Son,  aeeretary  to  the  Dnka  da  Nitemols»  the  French  ambassador, 
and,  upon  the  Duke's  retnm  to  France,  appointed  minister  plenipotentiaiy.  On  tho 
Gomte  de  Ooerehj  being  some  time  aftenrards  nominated  ambassador,  the  Chermlier 
waa  <nd«ed  to  resnme  his  secvelaxyahip ;  at  which  he  was  ao  much  mortified  that  he 
libelled  the  Comte,  for  which  he  was  indicted  and  foond  goilty  in  the  Court  of  King^s 
Bench,  in  Jnly  1764.  For  a  forther  account  of  this  extraordlnaiy  personage,  see  post^ 
[p.  188]  letter  to  Lord  Hertford,  on  the  25th  of  Ko?ember.— Wright. 

'  Duclos's  Histoiy  of  Louis  Xlf^  appeared  in.  1748.  He  was  alao  the  author  of 
seyeiml  ingenious  novels,  and  had  a  laige  share  in  the '  Dictionaiy  of  the  Academy.' 
After  his  death,  which  took  place  in  1772,  his  'Secret  Memoin  of  the  Courts  of  Louis 
ZIY.  and  Louis  XY.  appeared.  Boussean  describes  him  as  a  man  '*  droit  et  adroit  ;* 
and  D'Alembert  said  of  him,  "De  tons  les  honunes  que  Je  connais,  c'est  Ini  qui  a  1 
plus  d*esprit  dans  un  temps  donnC."— Weiobv. 
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Wlio  Mdi  h«r  poliah'd  aeooat 
The  Britiah  diction's  hanW  air ; 
Shall  read  her  praiae  in  every  elime 
Where  typea  can  apeak  or  poeto  ihyme. 

Fon  Madaxs  Duhos. 

Feign  not  an  ignoranee  of  whai  I  apeak; 
Ton  conld  not  miaa  my  meaning  were  it  Greek : 
*na  the  same  language  Belginm  ntter*d  fiiat^ 
The  lame  which  from  admiring  Gallia  bnzat 
Tme  sentiment  a  Ilka  expression  poors ; 
Xaeh  oonntiy  saya  the  same  to  eyea  like  yous. 

You  will  comprehend  that  the  first  speaks  English,  and  that  flie 
second  does  not ;  tilat  the  second  is  handsome^  and  the  first  not; 
and  that  the  second  was  bom  in  Holland.  Iliis  little  gentQesse 
pleased,  and  atoned  for  the  popery  of  my  house,  which  was  not 
serious  enough  for  Madame  de  Bonfflers,  who  is  Montmorency,  ei  du 
sang  du  premier  ChrStien  ;  and  too  serions  for  Madame  Dnsson,  who 
is  a  Dutch  Calvinisi  The  latter^s  husband  was  not  here,  nor 
Dmmgold,*  who  have  both  got  fevers,  nor  the  Due  de  Niyemois, 
iprho  dined  at  Glaremont  The  Gbllery  is  not  advanced  enough  to 
give  them  any  idea  at  all,  as  they  are  not  apt  to  go  out  of  their  way 
tor  one ;  but  the  Cabinet,  and  the  glory  of  jrellow  glass  at  top,  which 
had  a  charming  sun  for  a  foil,  did  surmount  their  indifference, 
especiaUy  as  they  were  animated  by  the  Duchess  of  Orafton,  who 
had  never  happened  to  be  here  brfore,  and  who  perfectly  entered 
into  the  air  of  enchantment  and  feiryism,  which  is  the  tone  of  the 
place,  and  was  peculiarly  so  to-day — a-prapoSf  when  do  you  design 
to  come  hither  ?  Let  me  know,  that  I  may  have  no  measures  to 
interfere  with  receiving  you  and  your  grandsons. 

Before  Lord  Bute  ran  away,  he  made  Mr.  Bentley  a  Gonmussioner 
cyf  the  Lottery ;  I  donH  know  whether  a  single  or  double  one :  the 
latter,  which  I  hope  it  is,  is  two  hundred  a-year. 

I  am  ashamed  of  myself  to  have  nothing  but  a  journal  of 
pleasures  to  send  you ;  I  never  passed  a  more  agreeable  day  than 
yesterday.  Miss  Pelham  gave  the  French  an  entertainment  at 
Esher ;  but  they  have  been  so  feasted  and  amused,  that  none  of 
ihem  were  weQ  enough,  or  reposed  enough,  to  come,  but  Nivemois 
and  Madame  Dusson.    The  rest  of  the  company  were,  the  Ghraftons, 

1  Saeretaiy  to  the  Dacde  NiTemoia.— WALroLii 
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Lady  Boddngliaiii,  Lord  and  Lady  Pembroke,  Lord  and  Lady  Hol- 
dcmoese,  Lord  Y illiers.  Count  Woronzow  the  Ruasian  minister^  Lady 
Sondes,  Mr.  and  Miss  Mary  Pelluun,  Lady  Maiy  Coke,  Mrs.  Anne 
Pitt,  and  Mr.  Shelley.    The  day  was  delightfoly  the  scene  trans- 
porting ;  the  trees,  lawns,  ooncayes,  all  in  the  perfection  in  which 
the  ghost  of  Kent  *  wonid  joy  to  see  them«    At  twelve  we  made  the 
tour  of  the  £Eurm  in   eight  chaises  and  calashes,  horsemen,  and 
footmen,  setting  out  like  a  picture  of  Wouverman's.    My  lot  fell  in 
the  lap  of  Mrs.  Aime  Pitt,'  which  I  could  have  excused,  as  she  was 
not  at  all  in  the  style  of  the  day,  romantic,  but  poHticaL    We  had  a 
magnificent  dinner,  doaked  in  the  modesty  of  earthenware ;  French 
horns  and  hautboys  on  the  lawn.    We  walked  to  the  Belvidere  on 
the  summit  of  the  hill,  where  a  theatrical  storm  only  served  to 
heighten  the  beauty  of  the  landscape,  a  rainbow  on  a  dark  doud 
£Edling  precisely  behind  the  tower  of  a  neighbouring  church,  between 
another  tower    and    the   building    at    Claremont.    Monsieur   de 
Nivemois,  who  had  been  absorbed  all  day,  and  lagging  behind, 
translating  my  verses,  was  delivered  of  his  version,  and  of  some 
more  lines  which  he  wrote  on  Miss  Pelham  in  the  Belvidere,  while 
we  drank  tea  and  coffee.    From  thence  we  passed  into  the  wood, 
and  the  ladies  formed  a  circle  on  chairs  before  the  mouth  of  the 
cave,  which  was  overhung  to  a  vast  height  with  woodbines,  lilacs, 
and  laburnums,  and  dignified  by  the  tall  shapely  cypresses.    On  the 
descent  of  the  luU  were  placed  the  French  horns ;   the  abigails, 
servants,  and  neighbours  wandering  below  by  the  river ;  in  short,  it 
was  Parnassus,  as  Watteau  would  have  painted  it.    Here  we  had  a 
rural  syUabub,  and  part  of  the  company  returned  to  town ;  but  were 
replaced  by  GKardini  and  Onofrio,  who  with  Nivemois  on  the  violin, 
and  Lord  Pembroke  on  the  base,  accompanied  Miss  Pelham,  Lady 
Rockingham,  and  the  Duchess  of  Qrafton,  who  sang.    This  little 
concert  lasted  till  past  ten ;  then  there  were  minuets,  and  as  we  had 
seven  couple  left,  it  concluded  with  a  country  dance.    I  blush  again, 
for  I  danced,  but  was  kept  in  countenance  by  Nivemois,  who  has 
one  wrinkle  more  than  I  have.    A  quarter  after  twelve  they  sat 
down  to  supper,  and  I  came  home  by  a  charming  moonlight    I  am 
going  to  dine  in  town,  and  to  a  great  ball  with  fireworks  at  Miss 

^  Sihei't  petoeftil  grort 
Yfh&n  Kent  tad  Katnre  Tie  fbr  Pelliam't  lore. — Pope, — CnwnwQ^jjL 
*  Mn.  Anne  Pltt^  siiter  of  Lord  Chatlmm,  whom  ihe  ttrikinglj  resembled  in 
foa&ueB  M  weU  aa  in  talent,  died  at  Kensington,  Feb.  9, 1780.    See  vol  it  p.  M7.-* 
OvaviiaaAit. 
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Ohodleigli'sy  but  I  rehun  hither  on  Bundayi  to  bid  adieu  to  this 
>hcHniiiftMe  Araidianli&;  for  reeUy  when  one  is  not  yoong,  one 
ong^t  to  do  nothing  bat  t'mfufyvr  ;  I  will  try,  but  I  always  go  about 
it  ai^cwaidly  •    Adieu  I 

PJS.  I  endoae  a  copy  of  both  the  English  and  French  yeises. 

A*  UxpxMM  ra  BovrrLKBi. 

Boiiflei%  qu'embeUiiMni  1m  graocti 

Ki  qui  piftlrolt  nat  U  Towloiri 

BUe  k  qui  Vwmom  da  ifSToIr 

Fit  l»»Trer  le  Noid  ei  let  glMet ; 

Bonfflttt  M  plftii  en  not  Tergm^ 

Bi  Te«i  i  not  aont  itnngm 

Filer  «  Tolz  enchftiilemM. 

B^p^toni  loii  nom  mlUe  Mm, 

Bar  Umi  1m  eoBon  Booflen  «ura  dM  droili^ 

FUr  toai  oft  U  rimt  ei  k  PkoMe 

A  ramoar  pr6teroiit  leor  toU, 

A^  Kadaxi  D'Cmov. 

Ve  foigoei  poiat,  Irii»  de  ne  pee  ooat  eotendiv ; 
Ce  qae  Toae  in«pirei,  ea  Oroe  doit  m  oompreadre. 

On  TOO*  Ta  dit  d'aboid  en  Hollaadoiii 

Bt  dMu  on  laagKge  plae  tendre 

Pteifl  Toai  Ta  r6pit6  mille  foU 

CMt  d«  nM  oconn  rezpcMiioa  ilnoire ; 
Ba  toat  eliinjity  Irii,  ft  toate  liearep  ea  toot  lieas, 

Fitf  toat  oii  brilleront  Toe  jeaz, 
Yone  appreadrai  oomhiea  ill  BsnTont  plain, 


852.    TO  THB  HOK.  H.  8.  CONWAY. 

Arlingkm  Sireel,  Mag  21, 170S. 

You  have  now  seen  the  celebrated  Madame  de  Boufflers.  I  dare 
say  you  could  in  that  short  time  peroeiye  that  she  is  agreeable*  but 
I  dare  say  too  that  you  will  agree  with  me  that  nyaclty  is  by  no 
means  the  portage  of  the  Frenoh«^bating  the  Aourderie  of  the 
maH9qudairt$  and  of  a  high*dried  petii-maiire  or  two,  they  appear  to 
me  more  Uleless  than  Oennans.  I  cannot  comprehend  how  they 
came  by  the  character  of  a  lirely  people.  Gharles  Townshend  has 
more  $al  tolaiUe  in  him  than  the  whole  nation.  Their  King  is 
tadturaity  itself,  Mirepoix  was  a  walking  mummy,  Niyemois  has 
about  as  much  life  as  a  sick  favourito  chUd,  and  M.  Dusson  is  a 
good-humoured  country  gentleman,  who  has  been  drunk  the  day 
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before,  and  is  upon  his  good  behayionr.  I£  I  have  the  gout  neact 
year,  and  am  tiioronghly  humbled  by  it  again»  I  will  go  to  Paris, 
that  I  may  be  upon  a  level  with  them :  at  present,  I  am  ircpjbu  to 
keep  them  company.  Mind,  I  do  not  inmst  fliat,  to  lutve  spirits^ 
a  nation  should  be  as  frantic  as  poor  Fanny  Pelham,  as  absurd  as 
the  Duchess  of  Queensbury,  or  as  dashing  as  the  Virgin  Ghudleigh. 
Oh,  that  you  had  been  at  her  ball  Mother  night  I  ESstory  could 
never  describe  it  and  keep  its  countenance.  The  Queen's  real  birth- 
day, you  know,  is  not  kept :  this  Maid  of  Honour  kept  it— iiay, 
while  the  Court  is  in  mourning,  expected  people  to  be  out  of  mourning; 
the  Queen's  fionily  really  was  so.  Lady  Northumberland  having 
desired  leave  for  them.  A  scaffold  was  erected  in  Hyde*park  for 
fireworks.  To  show  the  illuminations  without  to  more  advantage^ 
the  company  were  receiyed  in  an  apartment  totally  dark,  where  fliey 
remained  for  two  hours. — ^If  they  gave  rise  to  any  more  birth-days, 
who  could  help  itP  The  fireworks  were  fine,  and  succeeded  welL 
On  each  side  of  tiie  court  were  two  large  scaffolds  for  the  Yirgin's 
tradespeople.  When  the  fireworks  ceased,  a  large  scene  was  lighted 
in  the  courts  representing  their  Majesties ;  on  each  side  of  whidi 
were  six  obelisks,  painted  with  emblems,  and  illuminated ;  mottoa 
Ifeneath  in  Latin  and  English :  1.  For  the  Prince  of  Wales,  a  ship^ 
MuUarum  epes.  2.  For  the  Princess  Dowager,  a  bird  of  paradise^ 
and  tivo  little  ones,  Jfeos  ad  tid&ra  toUo.  People  smiled.  8.  Duke 
of  York,  a  temple,  Vuiuii  et  honori.  4.  Princess  Augusta,  a  bird  ol 
paradise,  N(m  habetparem — ^unluckily  this  was  trandated,  I  have  no 
peer.    People  laughed  out,  considering  where  this  was  exhibited. 

5.  The  three  younger  princes,  an  orange-tree,  PrcmUUt  et  dot., 

6.  The  two  younger  princesses,  the  flower  crown-imperiaL  I  foiget 
the  Latin:  tiie  tranislation  was  silly  enough,  .Bm^W  m  yinUh^ 
graceful  in  age.  The  lady  of  the  house  made  many  apologies  for 
the  poorness  of  the  performance,  which  she  said  was  only  oil-paper, 
painted  by  one  of  her  servants ;  but  it  really  was  fine  and  pretty. 
The  Duke  of  Kingston  was  in  a  frock,  comme  ehe%  Am.  Behind  the 
house  was  a  cenotaph  for  the  Princess  Elizabeth,  a  kind  of 
illuminated  cradle ;  tiie  motto,  AU  the  honours  the  dead  can  rtcmo. 
This  burying-ground  was  a  strange  codicil  to  a  festival;  and,  what 
was  more  strange,  about  one  in  the  morning,  this  sarcophagus  burst 
out  into  crackers  and  guns.  The  Margrave  of  Anspabh  began  the 
boll  with  the  Virgin.    The  supper  was  most  sumptuous. 

You  ask,  when  I  propose  to  be  at  Park-place.    I  ask,  shall  not 
you  come  to  tho  Duke  of  Richmond's  masquerade,  which  is  tho 
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6ih  of  JnaeP'    I  cannot  well  be  with  you  till  towBids  the  end  of 
that  month* 

The  enclosed  is  a  letter  which  I  wiah  you  to  read  attentively,  to 
give  me  yonr  opinion  npon  it|  and  retom  it  It  is  from  a  aensible 
friend  of  mine  in  Scotland  [Sir  David  Daliymple],  who  has  lately 
eonesponded  with  me  on  the  enclosed  subjects,  which  I  little  under- 
stand ;  but  I  promised  to  communicate  his  ideas  to  George  Orenville, 
if  he  would  state  them — are  they  praotioable  P  I  wish  much  that 
something  could  be  done  fer  those  braye  soldiers  and  sailors,  who 
will  all  come  to  the  gallows,  unless  some  timely  provision  can  be 
made  fixr  them.— The  fimner  part  of  his  letter  relates  to  a  grievance 
he  complains  of,  that  men  who  have  nai  served  are  admitted  into 
gairisons,  and  then  into  our  hospitals,  which  were  designed  for 
meiitorious  snffiBrers.'    Adieu  t 


8M.    TO  THX  HOK.  H.  S.  OONWAT. 

AHiiiffUm  8ir^  Saturday  mming.    [if«^  8S»  1763.] 

No,  indeed  I  cannot  consent  to  your  being  a  dirty  Philander.* 
Pink  and  white,  and  white  and  pink  I  and  both  as  greasy  as  if  you 
had  gnawed  a  leg  of  a  fowl  on  die  stairs  of  the  Haymarket  wi^  a 
bnnter  from  the  Cardigan's  Headl*  For  Heaven's  sake  don't 
produce  a  tight  rose-coloured  thigh,  uxdess  you  intend  to  prevent 
my  Lord  Bute's  return  from  Harrowgate.  Writer  the  moment  you 
receive  this,  to  your  tailor  to  get  you  a  sober  purple  domino  as  I 
have  done^  and  it  will  make  you  a  couple  of  summer  waistcoats. 

In  the  next  place,  have  your  ideas  a  little  more  ooireot  about  us 
of  times  past  We  did  not  frunish  our  cottages  with  chairs  of  ten 
guineas  a-piece.  Ebony  for  a  farm*house  I*  So,  two  hundred  years 
hence  some  man  of  taste  will  build  a  hamlet  in  the  style  of  George 

^  Tlio  llafqiMitde  wm  rerj  nomeroiit  and  itxj  fine.  Old  Ounnlng  wm  then  in  n 
nmniDg-footnuui's  habit,  with  Lidy  Corentiy't  pietore  hnng  at  hii  batton-hole,  like  ■ 
Ur  oix  de  St  Louis. — Barl  qfMarth  to  Sdwyn,  /iiim  1768.--OvvnveHAX. 

'  As  this  letter  cannot  be  found,  no  ftirther  light  can  be  thrown  on  its  contents. — 
Walpou. 

'  At  the  masqueFsde  giten  bj  the  Duke  of  Bichmond  on  the  6th  of  Jnns^  1768»  at 
his  house  in  Prify-gwden.— Wauoul 

^  TheCardigui's  Head  is  the  sign  in  Hogarth's  pictnre  of  Night,  thesoene  of  which 
is  laid  close  to  Charles  the  First's  statne  at  Charing  Crosa^CirraxvoBAK. 

*  Mr.  Conway  was  at  this  time  fitting  ap  the  little  boilding  beantiliiUy  situated  on 
the  brow  of  the  hUl  at  Park-plaoe,  called  the  Cottsge,  though  indeed  containing  a 
rery  good  room  towards  the  prospect  in  the  Gothic  style,  for  which  he  had  consnlted 
Mr.  Walpole  on  the  propriety  of  ebony  chairs.— BiaaT. 
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the  Third,  and  beg  his  oousm  Tom  Heanie  to  get  him  aome  .chain 
hi  it  of  mahogany  gilt,  and  oorered  with  Uue  damaHk.  Adieu  I  I 
haye  not  a  minute's  time  moie. 


854.    TO  GKOROX  KONTAOU,  BSa 

HwUi»gd4M,  Mag  90, 17SS. 

As  you  interest  younelf  about  Eimbolton,  I  begin  my  journal  of 
two  days  here.  But  I  must  set  out  with  owning,  that  I  beliere  I 
am  the  first  man  that  ever  went  sizfy  miles  to  an  anoiion.'  As 
I  came  fbr  ebony,  I  hare  been  up  to  my  chin  in  ebony ;  there  is 
literally  nothing  but  ebony  in  the  house;  all  the  othm  goods,  if 
there  were  any,  and  I  trust  my  Lady  Oonyers  did  not  sleep  upon 
ebony  mattmses,  are  taken  away.  Thcve  are  two  tables  and 
eighteen  chairs,  all  made  by  the  Hallet'  of  two  hundred  years 
ago.  These  I  intend  to  have;  for  mind,  the  auction  does  not 
begin  till  Thursday.  There  are  more  plebeian  chairs  of  the  same 
materials,  but  I  ha,ye  left  commission  for  only  the  true  black  blood. 
Thence  I  went  to  Kimbolton'  and  asked  to  see  the  house.  A  kind 
footmaa,  who  in  his  zeal  to  open  the  chaise  pinched  half  my  finger 
ofl^  said  he  would  call  the  housekeeper:  but  a  Groom  of  the 
ehambers  insisted  on  my  visiting  their  Qraoes;  and  as  I  Towed 
I  did  not  know  them,  he  said  they  were  in  the  great  apartment, 
that  all  the  rest  was  in  disorder  and  altering,  and  would  let  me  see 
nothing. — ^This  was  the  reward  of  my  first  lie.  I  returned  to  my 
inn  or  alehouse,  and  instantly  received  a  message  fit>m  the  Duke  * 
to  invite  me  to  the  Oastle.  I  was  quite  undressed,  and  dirty  with 
my  journey,  and  unaoquaintod  with  the  Duchess — yet  was  fbroed  to 
go— Thank  the  god  of  dust^  his  Ghraoe  was  dirtier  than  me.  He  wua 
extremely  civil,  and  detected  me  to  the  Groom  of  flie  chambers— 
asked  me  if  I  had  dined.  I  said  yes-«-lie  the  second.  He  pressed 
me  to  take  a  bed  there.  I  hate  to  be  oriticiBed  at  a  fi>imal  supper 
by  a  circle  of  stranger-footmen,  and  protested  I  was  to  meet  a 
gentleman  at  Huntingdon  to-night  The  DuchessT  and  Lady  Caroline* 

*  The  eight  rtrj  fine  ebony  chain  ai  Strawberry  HiU  v«re  bought  at  the  La4x 
Conyen*  at  Oreat  Stonghton,  Hnatiagdonahire.— OvmnioBAX. 

'  The  Hallet  who  boiight  Oanoni,  in  Middleeei,  Timona'i  Villa.    See  rot  U.  p.  447. 
— CosmoRAiL 
'  In  Hnntingdonthlre,  the  leat  of  the  Duke  of  JCaneheeter. — Cvmmtm^uam. 

*  George,  fowth  Doke  of  ICaneheeteridied  178S.~CuvvniOBAiL 

*  Elinbeth,  daoghter  of  Sir  Thomas  Daahwood,  of  Klrlington,  Ozon,  painted  by  Sir 
Jcfthna  M  Diana  diBarming  Cupid.— Cukvikohav. 

'  Sister  of  the  Doke  of  Mancheeter.— Waioax. 
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came  in  from  walking ;  and  to  diflgoise  my  not  haTing  dined^  finr  it 
was  past  six,  I  drank  tea  with  iliem.  The  BacihesB  is  mobh  altered* 
and  has  a  bad  short  oongh.  I  pity  Catherine  of  Arragon  *  for  living 
at  Kimbolton :  I  never  saw  an  nglier  spot  The  frmts  are  not  so 
lad  as  I  eocpeoted,  hy  not  being  so  Fremsh  as  I  expeoted ;  bat  have 
no  pretensions  to  beanty,  nor  even  to  comely  ancient  ngUness.  The 
great  apartment  is  truly  noble,  and  almost  all  the  porbaits  good,  of 
what  I  saw ;  for  many  are  not  hung  np,  and  half  of  those  tibat  are» 
my  lord  Duke  does  not  know.  The  Earl  of  Warwick'  is  delightftd ; 
the  Lady  Mandeville^'attmngherBelf  in  her  wedding  garbi  dclieious. 
The  Prometheus  is  a  glorious  picture,  the  Eagle  as  fine  as  my 
statue.  Isnotitby  YandyokP^  The  Duke  told  me  that  Mr.  Spenoe 
ibund  out  it  was  by  Titian — but  critics  in  poetry  I  see  are  none  in 
painting.  This  was  all  I  was  shown,  for  I  was  not  even  carried  into 
the  chapeL  The  walls  round  the  house  are  levelling,  and  I  saw 
noihing  without  doois  that  tempted  me  to  taste.  So  I  made  my 
bow,  hurried  to  my  inn,  snapped  up  my  dinner,  lest  I  should  again 
be  detected,  and  came  hither,  where  I  am  writing  by  a  great  fire, 
and  give  up  my  friend  the  east  wind,  which  I  have  long  been  partial 
to  for  the  south-easf  s  sake,  and  in  contradiction  to  (he  west,  for 
blowing  perpetually  and  bending  all  one's  plantations.  To-morrow 
I  see  Hindunbrook  [Lord  Sandwich's] — end  London.  Memento,  I 
pronused  the  Duke  that  you  should  come  and  write  on  all  hii 
portraits.  Do,  as  you  honour  the  blood  of  Montagu  I  Who  is 
the  man  in  flie  picture  [a  half-length]  with  Sir  Gharlss  Ooring, 
where  a  page  is  tying  the  latter's  scarf  P*  And  who  are  the  ladies  in 
the  double  half-lengths  ? 

ArUmgtom  Strtti,  Mqi§  SI. 

Weill  I  saw  Hinohinbrook  this  morning.  Considering  it  is  in 
Huntingdonshire,  the  situation  is  not  so  ugly  nor  melancholy  as  I 
expected ;  but  I  do  not  conceive  what  provoked  so  many  of  your 

*  QBaen  CftUittiiit  of  Amgon,  after  her  dlToroe  from  Henry  tlie  Kigkth,  radded 
•oma  Ume  In  this  etiile,  and  died  tiiere  in  1586. — WmioHT. 

*  Bobert  Bieh,  Bui  of  Warwiek,  died  1668,  ailne  fUUengtli  iBieribed''iBteUam» 
Ht  MUBO 1682.    D.  Hytena  p*."— CvvvnioBAii. 

*  Anne  Bleli  (died  1641^  danghter  of  the  Eail  of  Wanri<^  and  lecond  wife  of 
Iiord  IfanderiUe,  (the  parliamentary  general)  afterwarda  Earl  of  Jiandutter.  It  la  a 
whole-length,  and,  aa  Walpole  eays, "  delieionA.''--^vviuoBAx. 

^  Ko,  by  Bnbena— the  Sagle  by  Snyder^  aooording  to  a  letter  written  by  Bnbena. 
Oaf7Mn<er^«  Vandpds,  p.  U2. — CwnvanAX. 

*  Monn^oy  Blount,  Barl  of  Newport  (died  1666)  and  George  Goring,  Earl  of 
Korwieh  {Sm  1662)  with  Goring*s  son  and  raooeeeor,  Charles  (in  the  centre  of  the 
composiUon)  tying  on  his  Ikther's  lash.  A  knee-pieoe.  Both  men  are  in  bnff  coatSg 
one  weap  a  blue  scarf,  the  other  a  red.    Vuplieate  at  PeftrorfA.— CvvviHaBAM. 
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aaeeston  to  piioli  their  tents  in  fliat  triste  eotintryy  nnlea  the 
Capnlets  loved  fine  prospects.  The  house  of  Hinohinbiook  is  most 
comfortable,  and  jnst  what  I  like ;  old,  spadons,  irregnlary  jei  not 
vast  or  f  oriom.  I  bdieye  much  has  been  done  since  yon  saw  it — it 
now  only  wants  an  apartment,  for  in  no  part  of  it  are  there  above 
two  chambers  together.  The  fomitare  has  much  simpUoiiy,  not  to 
say  too  much ;  some  portraits  tolerabley  none  I  think  fine.  When 
this  lord  gave  Blackwood  the  head  of  the  Admiral'  that  I  have  now, 
he  left  himself  not  one  so  good.  The  head  he  kept  is  very  bad :  the 
whole-l^gth  is  fine,  eacoept  the  fiice  of  it  There  is  anoflier  of  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  by  Beynolds,  the  colours  of  which  are  as  much 
changed  as  the  original  is  to  the  proprietor.  The  garden  is  wondrous 
small,  the  park  almost  smaller,  and  no  appearance  of  tenitory.  The 
whole  has  a  quiet  decency  that  seems  adapted  to  the  Admiral  after 
his  retirement,  or  to  Gromwell  before  his  exaltation.  I  returned 
time  enough  for  the  opera;  observing  all  the  way  I  came  the  proof 
of  the  duration  of  this  east  wind,  for  on  the  west  side  the  blossoms 
were  so  covered  with  dust  one  could  not  distinguish  them;  on 
the  eastern  hand  the  hedges  were  white  in  all  the  pride  of  Miay* 
Gtood-night ! 

Wednetdaif,  June  1. 

My  letter  is  a  perfect  diary.  There  has  been  a  sad  alarm  in  the 
kingdom  of  white  satin  and  muslin.  The  Duke  of  Richmond  was 
seized  last  night  with  a  sore  throat  and  fever ;  and  though  he  is 
much  better  to-day,  the  Masquerade  of  to-morrow  night  is  put  off 
till  Monday.  Many  a  Queen  of  Scots,  from  sixty  to  sixteen,  has 
been  ready  to  die  of  flie  fright  Adieu  once  more  I  I  think  I  can 
have  nothing  more  to  say  before  the  post  goes  out  to-morrow. 


SS6.    TO  Sm  HOBACB  MANN. 

Strawberry  HiU,  JutieS,  1763; 

I  AM  much  concerned  at  the  melancholy  accounts  you  give  me  of 
both  Lord  and  Lady  Northampton.'  Q^ey  are  young,  handsome^ 
and  happy,  and  life  was  very  valuable  to  them.  She  has  been  con* 
sumptive  some  time ;  but  he  seemed  healthy  and  strong. 

Tlie  misery  in  the  family  of  Molesworth  is  not  yet  dosed.    The 

>  Admiial  Sir  Edward  Montagu,  first  Earl  of  Sandwich,  died  1672.— CuMfiMQUAX. 
*  Cbarles  Compton,  Earl  of  Northampton  [died  1763],   married  La^r   Anne 
Bomorac^  eldett  daaghter  of  Noel  Duke  of  Beaufort —WALi'uuk 
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eldest  young  lady,  who  has  had  her  leg  oat  ol^  does  not  yet  know  of 
the  loss  of  her  mother  and  sisten,  hut  helieres  them  mndi  hurt^  and 
not  able  even  to  write  to  her ;  by  degrees  they  intend  to  tell  her 
that  her  mother  grows  worse  and  then  dies.  Till  this  week  she  did 
not  know  she  had  lost  a  limb  herself  they  keeping  flie  mangled  part 
in  a  frame.  One  of  her  sisters,  she  of  eleven,  who  is  still  lame  with 
her  bmiseSy  was  lately  brought  to  her.  They  had  not  prepared  the 
ehild,  thinking  she  knew  nothing  of  what  had  happened  to  Miss 
Molesworth.  The  moment  the  girl  eame  in,  she  said,  "  Oh  I  poor 
Harriet!  they  tell  me  your  leg  is  oat  off  I ''  Still  this  did  not  onde- 
eeiye  her.  Sie  lepUed,  *'  No,  it  is  not.''  The  method  they  have 
since  taken  to  acquaint  her  with  it  was  yery  artful :  they  told  her 
her  leg  must  be  taken  off,  and  then  softened  the  shock  by  letting 
her  know  the  truth.  She  wept  much,  but  soon  comforted  herael^ 
saying,  "  Thank  Gk)d,  it  is  not  my  arm,  for  now  I  can  still  amuse 
mjrseUl"  It  would  surprise  one  that  at  her  age  so  many  indications 
should  not  lead  her  to  tiie  full  extent  of  her  calamity;  but  they  keep 
her  in  a  manner  intoxicated  with  laudanum.  She  is  in  the  widow 
Lady  Grosyenor's  house,  and  tiie  humanity,  tenderness,  and  attention 
of  Lord  Gfrosvenor  to  her  is  not  to  be  described.  The  youngest  girl 
orerheaid  the  servants  in  the  next  room  talking  of  her  mother's 
death,  and  would  not  eat  anything  for  two  days. 

Lord  Bath's  extravagant  avarice  and  unfeelingness  on  his  son's 
death  rather  increases.  Lord  Pulteney  left  a  kind  of  Will,  saying 
he  had  nothing  to  give,  but  made  it  his  request  to  his  £Either  to  give 
his  post-chaise  and  one  hundred  pounds  to  his  cousin  Colman ;  *  the 
same  sum  and  his  pictures  to  another  cousin,  and  recommended  the 
Lakes,  his  other  cousins,  to  him.  Lord  Bath  sent  Colman  and 
Lockman  word  fliey  might  get  their  hundred  pounds  as  fliey  could, 
and  for  the  chaise  and  pictures  they  might  buy  them  if  they  pleased, 
for  they  would  be  sold  for  his  son's  debts ;  and  he  expre^ed  great 
anger  at  the  last  article,  saying,  that  he  did  not  know  what  business 
it  was  of  his  son  to  recommend  heirs  to  him. 

I  have  told  you  of  our  French :  we  have  got  another  curious  one, 

*  George  Colman,  eon  of  Lady  Bath's  lisfcer,  aathor  of  tereral  dmnatic  woriu,  and 
afterwardi  manager  of  (he  Little  Theatre  in  the  Haymarket. — Walpoul  "Let  me 
plaee  Mr.  Mnnay,  the  present  Attorney-General,  before  your  eyes ;  look  stead&itly 
towaida  him,  and  see  what  a  rapid  progress  he  hath  made  towards  wealth  and  great 
reputation.  You  have  as  good  parts  *  *  *  When  yon  are  at  Lineoln*s  Inn,  I  teU 
yon  beforehand  that  I  will  have  yon  closely  watched  and  be  constantly  informed  how 
yen  employ  yonr  time.  *  *  *  I  most  have  no  ranning  to  play-honses."  Lord  JSath  to 
^  ColnuM,  January  20, 1755.^CininirouA]E. 

i 
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La  Condaminey  qui  m  danne  pour  pkOoMpke.  He  walks  aboat  ttie 
streetB,  with  his  tnimpet  and  a  map,  his  spectacles  on,  and  hatundv 
his  arm. 

But,  to  give  you  some  idea  of  his  philosophy,  he  was  on  the 
scaffold  to  see  Damien  execated.  His  deafiiees  was  very  ineon- 
venient  to  his  cariosity ;  he  pestered  the  confessor  with  questions  to 
know  what  Damien  said :  **  Monsienr,  il  jore  honiUement"  La 
Gondamine  repUed,  ''Mafoi,  il  n'a  pas  text;"  not  apjNroTing  it» 
but  as  sensible  of  what  he  soffered.  Oan  one  bear  sooh  want  of 
feeling  P*  Oh !  but  as  a  philosopher  he  studied  the  nature  of  man 
in  torments ; — pray,  for  what?  One  who  oan  so  fiir  direst  himself 
of  humanity  as  to  be,  uncalled,  a  specbitor  of  agony,  is  not  likely 
to  employ  much  <tf  his  time  in  alleviatuig  it.  We  have  lately  had 
an  instance  that  would  set  his  philosophy  to  worL  A  young  high- 
wayman was  offered  his  life  after  condemnation,  if  he  would  consent 
to  have  his  leg  out  o£^  that  a  new  styptic  might  be  tried.  ''What  I*' 
replied  he,  **  and  go  limping  to  the  devil  at  last?  no,  FIl  be  d — ^-d 
first"— and  was  hanged! 

Mr.  Crawford  has  given  me  the  second  plan  of  Liigo  Jones's 
church  at  L^hom,  for  which  I  thank  you.  I  am  happy  that  yon 
are  easy  about  your  brother  James :  I  had  told  you  he  would  write ; 
have  not  you  received  that  letter  f 

No  public  news.  Parliamentary  and  political  campaigns  end 
when  llie  military  used  to  begin,  and,  thank  Ood,  we  have  now  not 
them  I 

Did  I,  or  did  I  not,  tell  you  how  much  I  am  diverted  with  his 
serenity  of  Modena's  match  with  that  old,  battered,  painted,  de- 
bauched SimonettaP  An  antiquated  bagnio  is  an  odd  place  for 
conscience  to  steal  a  weddingin  I  Two  and  twenty  years  ago  she 
was  as  much  repaired  as  Lady  Mary  Wortley,  or  as  her  own  new 
spouse.  Why,  if  they  were  not  past  approaching  them,  their  faoes 
must  run  together  like  a  palette  of  colours,  and  they  would  be  dis- 
puting to  which  such  an  eyebrow  or  such  a  cheiek  belonged.  The 
first  time  I  saw  her,  at  the  feir  of  Reggio,  in  1741, 1  was  to  dine 
with  her ;  and  going  at  three  o'clock,  found  her  in  a  loose  linen 
gown,  with  no  other  woman,  playing  at  £eu^  with  eleven  men  in 
white  waistcoats  and  nightcaps.  Such  a  scene  was  very  new  to  me 
at  that  age  I    I  did  not  expect  that  twenty  years  afterwards  she 


>  Ab  La  Condamine  was  on  the  Kciffold,  one  of  the  execationen  eaid  to  another, 
"  Ksi-il  dee  notiest "  "  Non/'  repliod  he,  **  Monsieur  n'est  qn'amateiir."— Yet^  La 
Gondamine  was  a  veiy  hnmanc  and  good  man. — Waltoul 
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would  became  mistress  of  the  duohy,  or  be  a  ladder  to  help  the  Dnko 
to  heaTon. 

Last  night  we  had  a  nuignifioent  enteartaiximent  at  Biehmond 
House,  a  masquerade  and  fireworks.  A  masquerade  was  a  new 
flight  to  the  young  people,  who  had  dressed  themsehes  charmingly, 
without  haying  the  fear  of  an  earthquake  before  their  eyes,  though 
Prince  William  and  Prince  Henry'  were  not  suffared  to  be  there. 
The  Duchesses  of  Bichmond  and  Grafton,  the  first  as  a  Persian 
Sultana,  tiie  latter  as  Cleopatra, — and  such  a  Gleopatra!  were 
g^rious  figures,  in  yeiy  different  styles.  Mrs.  Fitzrqy  *  in  a  Turkish 
dress.  Lady  (George  Lenox  and  Lady  Bolingbroke  as  Gbooian  girls, 
Lady  Mary  Coke  as  Imoinda,  and  Lady  Pembroke  as  a  pilgrim, 
were  the  principal  beauties  of  the  nig^i  The  whole  garden  was 
illuminated,  and  the  apartments.  An  encampment  of  barges  decked 
with  streamers  in  the  middle  of  the  Thames,  kept  the  people  firom 
danger,  and  formed  a  stage  for  the  fireworks,  which  were  placed,  too^ 
along  the  rails  of  the  garden.  The  ground  rooms  lighted,  with 
suppers  spread,  the  houses  coyered  and  filled  with  people,  the  bridge, 
the  garden  full  of  masks,  Whitehall  crowded  with  spectators  to  see 
the  dresses  pass,  and  the  multitude  of  heads  on  the  riyer  who  came 
to  light  by  the  splendour  of  the  fire-wheels,  composed  the  gayest 
and  richest  scene  imaginable,  not  to  mention  the  diamonds  and 
sumptuousness  of  the  habits.  The  Dukes  of  York  and  Cumberland, 
and  the  Margraye  of  Anspach,  were  there,  and  about  six  hundred 
masks.    Adieu  I 
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atrawberry  HiO^  Jwm  16, 1768. 

I  no  not  like  your  putting  off  your  yiait  hither  for  so  long.  Lideed, 
by  September  the  Ghdlery  will  probably  haye  all  its  fine  clothes  on, 
and  by  what  haye  been  tried,  I  think  it  will  look  yeiy  well.  The 
fashion  of  the  garments  to  be  sure  will  be  ancient,  but  I  haye  giyen 
them  an  air  that  is  yery  becoming.  Princess  Amelia  was  here  last 
night  while  I  was  abroad ;  and  if  Margaret  is  not  too  much  pre- 
judiced  by  the  guinea  left,  or  by  natural  partiality  to  what  seryants 
call  our  iurnu^  I  think  was  pleased,  particularly  with  the  Chapel. 

>  AftenrardgDoket  of  Qlonoetter  and  Cnmberiand.— Waltoli. 
*  Sldeil  daughter  of  Sir  Peter  Watren.— Waltoia 
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As  Monntain-G(eoige  will  not  oome  to  Mahomet-me,  Mahomet-I 
must  oome  to  GieatwortlL  Mr.  Chute  and  I  think  of  visiting  you 
about  the  seventeenth  of  July,  if  you  shall  be  at  home,  and  nothing 
happens  to  derange  our  scheme ;  possibly  we  may  call  at  Horton; 
we  certainly  shall  proceed  to  Drayton,  Burleigh,  Fotfaeringay,  Peter- 
borough, and  Ely ;  and  shall  like  much  of  yqur  company,  all,  or 
part  of  the  tour.  The  only  present  proviso  I  have  to  make  is  the 
health  of  my  niece  [Lady  Waldegrave],  who  is  at  present  much  out 
of  order  (we  think  not  breeding),  and  who  was  taken  so  ill  on 
Monday,  that  I  was  forced  to  cany  her  suddenly  to  town,  where  I 
yesterday  left  her  better  at  her  father's  [Sir  Edward  Walpole's]. 

There  has  been  a  report  that  the  new  Lord  Holland  [Mr.  Fox] 
was  dead  at  Paris,  but  I  believe  it  is  not  true.  I  was  very  indif- 
ferent about  it :  eight  months  ago  it  had  been  lucky.  I  saw  his 
jackaU  t'other  night  in  the  meadows,  the  Secretary  at  War,'  so 
emptily-important  and  distilling  paragraphs  of  old  news  with  such 
solemnity,  that  I  did  not  know  whether  it  was  a  man  or  the  Utrecht 
gazette. 

S57.    TO  SIR  HOBACS  ICANN. 

AHuiifkm  Street,  June  20, 1768, 

MoNBixuR  DE  lA  CoNDAMiNB  Will  Certainly  have  his  letter ;  but» 
my  dear  Sir,  it  is  equally  sure  that  I  shall  not  deliver  it  myseUl 
I  have  given  it  to  my  Lord  Hertford  for  him,  while  I  act  being  in 
the  country.  To  tell  you  the  truth.  La  Condamine  is  absurdity 
itself.  He  has  had  a  quarrel  with  his  landlady,  whose  lodgers  being 
disturbed^by  La  Condamine's  servant  being  obliged  to  bawl  to  him, 
as  he  is  deaf,  wanted  to  get  rid  of  him.  He  would  not  budge :  she 
dressed  two  chairmen  for  bailifi  to  force  him  oui  The  next  day 
he  published  an  address  to  the  people  of  England,  in  the  newspaper, 
informing  them  that  they  are  the  most  savage  nation  in  or  out  oS 
Europe.  This  is  pret^  near  truth ;  and  yet  I  would  never  have 
abused  the  Iroquois  to  their  fBnoes  in  one  of  their  own  gazettes.  I 
honour  La  Condamine's  zeal  for  inoculation,  which  is  combated  by 
his  countrymen.  Even  here,  nonsense  attacks  it ;  that  is  of  course, 
for  the  practice  is  sense ;  but  I  wish  humane  men,  or  men  of 
reflection,  would  be  content  to  feel  and  to  think,  without  advertising 
themselves  by  a  particular  denonunatLon.    But  they  wHl  call  them- 

^  Welbon  EUii,  Esq.,  sfterwards  Locd  Meadip.  The  mMdowi  were  at  TwickenhaBL 
•— CuMirivaDAM. 
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Belyes  philosophersy  and  the  instant  they  haye  oreated  ihemselTes  a 
etiaracter,  they  think  they  mnst  distii]^[a]8h  themselyeB  by  it,  and 
ran  into  all  kind  of  absurdities.  I  wish  they  would  oonsider  that 
the  most  desirable  kind  of  understanding  is  the  only  kind  that  neyer 
aims  at  any  particularity;  I  mean  common  sense.  This  is  not 
Monsieur  de  la  Condamine's  kind ;  and  Count  Lorenzi  must  excuse 
me  if  I  ayoid  the  acquaintance.  I  think  I  said  something  of  him  in 
a  former  letter. 

Lord  Strathmore  is  aniyed,  and  has  brought  the  paiioel.  He  has 
been  twice  at  Palazzo  PittL  I  prefer  the  master  of  the  latter.  The 
liord  is  too  (bmcereux  and  O^ladonian.* 

You  say  I  am  patron  of  the  French ;  I  fear  they  do  not  think  sa 
Very,  yery  few  of  them  haye  struck  me.  Then  the  trouble  of  con- 
Tersing  in  a  language  not  one's  own,  and  the  difficulty  of  expressing 
one's  ideas  as  one  would,  disheartens  me.  Madame  de  Boufflers  has 
pleased  me  most,  and  conceiyes  us  the  best;  though  I  doubt  whether 
she  will  return  so  partial  to  us  as  she  came.  She  told  me  one  day, 
''  Dans  eepays^d  devt  un  effort  perpetuel  pour  9$  dkeriir;  "  and  she 
did  not  seem  to  think  we  succeed.  Howeyer,  next  spring  I  must 
go  to  Paris,  which  at  present,  like  the  description  of  the  graye,  is 
the  way  of  all  flesL  Foley,  the  banker  at  Paris,  told  Lord  Strath- 
more, that  thirty  thousand  pounds  haye  been  remitted  hence  eyeiy 
monlh  since  the  Peace,  for  the  English  that  flock  thither. 

Your  account  of  Lord  Northampton  is  moying.  He  will,  I  fear, 
be  little  better  for  Tronchin,  who,  I  am  assured,  from  yery  good 
judges  at  Paris,  is  Uttle  better  than  a  charlatan. 

I  haye  nothing  to  tell  you,  and  I  am  glad  of  it ;  we  haye  a  long 
repose  from  politics;  and  it  is  comfortable  when  folks  can  be  brought 
to  think  or  telk  of  something  else,  which  they  seldom  will  in  winter. 
My  Ckdlery  occupies  me  entirely,  but  grows  rather  too  magnificent 
for  my  humility;  howeyer,  haying  at  no  time  created  myself  a 
philosopher,  I  am  at  Uberty  to  please  myself,  without  iwiTn^ing 
a  contradiction  or  two.    Adieu ! 


SM.    TO  QKOBGB  MONTAGU,  ESQ. 

Slrawberrf  HUl,  Jvlff  l,  17SS. 

Ma.  Chute  and  I  intend  to  be  with  you  on  the  seyenteenth  or 
eighteenth ;  but  as  we  are  wandering  swains,  we  do  not  driye  one 

*  Too  much  of  a  tirsin^  a  CAadon.— WAiiroia. 
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niiil  into  one  day  of  the  iilinanadr  irramoyably.  Our  fini  stage  is 
to  Bletchley,  the  pazsonage  of  venerable  Goloi  the  antiquarian  of 
Gambridge.  Bletchley  lies  by  Fenny  Stratford ;  now  oan  you 
direct  ns  how  to  make  Hoiton^  in  our  way  from  Stratford  to 
Greatworth  P  If  this  meander  engroflses  more  time  than  we  pro- 
poeoy  do  not  be  disappointed^  and  think  we  shall  not  come,  fiir 
we  shalL  The  journey  you  must  accept  as  a  great  sacrifice  either 
to  you  or  to  my  promisoi  for  I  quit  the  Ghdlery  almost  in  the  critical 
minute  of  consummation.  GHlders,  carverii  upholsterers,  and  picture- 
cleaners  are  labouring  at  their  several  forges,  and  I  do  not  love  to 
trust  a  hammer  or  a  brush  without  my  own  superrisaL  This  will 
make  my  stay  very  shorty  but  it  is  a  greater  comjdiment  than  a 
month  would  be  at  another  season ;  and  yet  I  am  not  profuse  of 
months.  Well,  but  I  begin  to  be  ashamed  of  my  magnificence; 
Strawberry  is  growing  sumptuous  in  its  latter  day ;  it  will  scarce  be 
any  longer  like  the  firnit  of  its  name,  or  the  modesty  of  its  ancient 
demeanour,  both  which  seem  to  have  been  in  Spenser's  prophetic 
eye,  when  he  sung  of 


the  bliuhiiig  stnwberrles 


Which  Uuk,  ekMe^hxoQddd  from  high4ooidiig  ^lym, 
Showing  that  iweetiMu  low  and  hidden  lies. 

In  truth,  my  collection  was  too  great  already  to  be  lodged  humbly; 
it  has  extended  my  walls,  and  pomp  followed.  It  was  a  neat,  small 
house ;  it  now  will  be  a  con^ortable  one,  and,  except  one  fine 
apartment,  does  not  deviate  from  its  simpliciiy.  Adieu  I  I  know 
nothing  about  the  world,  and  am  only  Strawbeny's  and  yours 
sincerely. 

S59.    TO  SIB  DAVID  DALBTMPLX. 

StixBrnberr^  Hitt,  Jviy  1, 1763. 

Pebhaps,  Sir,  you  have  wondered  that  I  have  been  so  long  silent 
about  a  scheme  that  called  for  despatch.  The  truth  is,  I  have  had 
no  success.  Your  whole  plan  has  been  communicated  to  Mr.  Ghren* 
ville  by  one  whose  heart  went  with  it,  going  always  with  what  is 
humane.  Mr.  Grenville  mentions  two  objections ;  one,  insuperable 
as  to  expedition ;  the  other,  totally  so.  No,  Grown  or  pubUc  lands 
could  be  so  disposed  of  without  an  Act  of  Parliament.    In  that  case 

*  In  KorthuDpionahir^  the  aeti  of  the  Bail  of  Hall&z.-*CinanaBA]i. 
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ibe  fldheme  should  be  digested  during  a  war,  to  take  place  at  the 
oonbliiaion,  and  cannot  be  adjusted  in  time  for  receiTing  the  dis- 
banded. But  what  is  worse,  he  hints.  Sir,  that  your  good  heart  has 
only  considered  the  practioability  with  regard  to  8cotLand»  where 
there  are  no  poor's  rates.  Here  erery  pariah  would  object  to  such 
settlen.  This  is  the  stun  of  his  reply ;  I  am  not  master  enough  of 
the  subject  or  the  nature  of  it,  to  answer  either  difBoulty.  If  you 
can.  Sir,  I  am  ready  to  continue  the  intennediate  negooiator ;  but 
you  must  furnish  me  with  answers  to  these  obstacles,  bdbre  I  could 
hope  to  make  any  way  eyen  with  any  priyate  person.  In  truth, 
I  am  little  versed  in  the  subject ;  which  I  own,  not  to  excuse  myself 
from  pursuing  it  if  it  can  be  made  feasible,  but  to  prompt  you.  Sir, 
to  instruct  me.  Except  at  this  place,  whidi  cannot  be  cfdled  the 
country,  I  have  scarce  ever  lived  in  the  country,  and  am  shamefully 
ignorant  of  t|)e  polioe  and  domestic  laws  of  my  own  country.  Zeal 
to  do  any  good,  I  have;  but  I  want  to  be  tutored  when  the  operation 
is  at  all  complicated.  Your  knowledge,  Sir,  may  supply  my  defi- 
denoies ;  at  least  you  are  sure  of  a  solicitor  for  your  good  intentions 
in  your,  Ac. 

S60l    to  THK  BKT.  WILLIAM  COLS. 
OiimSn:  Sirmebeny  Hm,  Jttfy  1, 17SS. 

As  you  have  given  me  leave,  I  propose  to  pass  a  day  with  you 
[at  Bletchley],  on  my  way  to  Mr.  Montagu's.  If  you  have  no 
engagement,  I  will  be  with  you  on  the  16th  of  this  month,  ^and  if 
it  is  not  inconvenienti  and  you  wiU  teU  me  truly  whether  it  is  or 
not»  I  shall  bring  my  friend  Mr.  Ohute  with  me,  who  is  destined  to 
the  same  place.  I  will  beg  you  too  to  let  me  know  how  fiur  it  is 
to  Bletchley,  and  what  road  I  must  take:  that  is,  how  fiur  firom 
London,  or  how  &r  fro^i  Twickenham,  and  the  road  fixmi  each, 
as  I  am  uncertain  yet  from  which  I  shall  set  out.  If  any  part  of 
this  proposal  does  not  suit  you,  I  trust  you  will  own  it,  and  I  will 
take  some  other  opportuniiy  of  calling  on  you,  being  most  truly, 
dear  Sir,  Ac 

'  Horry  it  taktii  op  wilh  ainlng  Ui  bImi^  who  boia  a  asfl  pilalU  opentta 
om  her  breMt  my  ImoImIIj.— 0%  WMam§  to  jSMMyw,  /n^  6,  176a— 
OmomioHAii.    Bm  alio  a  pnffoot  •UimIob  on  p.  94. 
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m.    TO  THB  BXV.  WILLIAK  COLS. 
DumSn:  Slktmburif  ffH  Mfff  \%  17«L 

Upo27  oonBolimg  maps  and  roads  and  the  knowing,  I  find  it  will 
be  my  best  way  to  call  on  Mr.  Montaga  first,  before  I  oome  to  yem, 
or  I  must  go  the  same  road  twice.  This  will  make  it  a  few  days 
later  than  I  intended  before  I  wait  on  yon,  and  will  leave  yon  time 
to  complete  yonr  hay-harrest,  as  I  gladly  embrace  yonr  oflEer  of 
bearing  me  company  on  the  tonr  I  meditate  to  Borle^h,  Drayton, 
Peterborongh,  Ely,  and  twenty  other  places,  of  aU  which  you  flball 
take  as  mnch  or  as  little  as  you  please.  It  will,  I  think,  be 
Wednesday  or  Thursday  se'nnight  before  I  wait  on  yon,  that  is 
the  20th  or  21s^  and  I  fear  I  eball  come  alone ;  for  Mr.  Ohnte  is 
confined  with  the  gout :  but  yon  shall  hear  again  before  I  set  out 
Bemember  I  am  to  see  Sir  Eenelm  Digby's.* 

I  fliank  yon  mnch  for  yonr  informations.  The  Conntess  of 
Oomberland  is  an  acquisition,  and  quite  new  to  me.  With  flie 
Countess  of  Kent  I  am  acquainted  since  my  last  edition. 

Addison  certainly  changed  «0iM  in  the  epitaph  to  indieabU  to  avoid 
the  jingle  with  diea :  though  it  is  possible  that  the  thought  may 
hare  been  bonowed  elsewhere.    Adieu,  Sir ! 


SS8.    TO  THB  BBY.  WILLIAM  OOLB. 
Di4i  Sn: 

Wbdrbsiut  is  the  day  I  propose  waiting  on  you ;  what  time 
of  it  the  Lord  and  the  roads  know;  so  don't  wait  for  me  any 
part  of  it  If  I  should  be  violently  pressed  to  stay  a  day  longer  at 
Mr.  Montagu's,  I  hope  it  will  be  no  disappointment  to  you :  bat  I 
love  to  be  uncertain,  rather  than  make  myself  expected  and  fiul. 


SSS.    TO  OXOBOB  MONTAGU,  BSQ. 

iSteNiMI,  Ariwtl^  ii^Al,  /«l^  as,  176a. 

"  Thus  fat  our  arms  have  with  success  been  crowned,"  batbg  a 


few  mishaps,  which  will  attend  long  maiehes  like  ooxs.    We  hsve 

*  QoUmztt,  In  BaiJMnghimihireL— Csswawmg. 
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oonqnered  as  many  townfi  as  Ltniis  Qnatorze  in  the  campaign  of 
seTenty-two:  ^tat  is,  aeen  them,  for  he  did  Utfle  more,  and  into 
the  bargain  he  had  mnoh  better  xoadB,  and  a  dryer  summer.  It  has 
rained  perpetually  till  to-day,  and  made  ns  ei^erienoe  the  rioh  soil 
of  NoriliamptQnahirey  whieh  is  a  day-padding,  stuck  fall  of  villages. 
After  we  purted  with  you  on  Thursday,  we  saw  Oastle  Ashby  [Lord 
Northampton's]  and  Easton  Mandnit  [Lord  Sussex's].  The  first  is 
most  magnificently  triste,  and  has  all  ^  formality  of  the  Gomptons. 
I  should  admire  it  if  I  could  see  out  of  it,  or  anything  in  it,  but 
there  is  scarce  any  furniture,  and  the  bad  little  firames  of  glass 
exdnde  all  objects.  Easton  is  miserable  enough;  there  are  many 
modem  portndts,  and  one  I  was  {^  to  see  of  the  Duchess  at 
Shrewsbuiy.  We  lay  at  Wellingborougjii — pray  never  lie  there — 
tiie  beastliest  inn  upon  earth  is  there  I  We  were  carried  into  a  vast 
bedchamber,  which  I  suppose  is  the  dub-room,  for  it  stunk  of 
tobacco  like  a  justice  of  peace.  I  desired  some  boiling  water  for 
tea ;  they  brought  me  a  sugar-dish  of  hot  water  in  a  pewter  plate. 
Yesterday  morning  we  went  to  Boug^ton  [Lord  Montagu's],  where 
we  were  scarce  landed,  before  the  Cardigans,  in  a  coadi  and  six  and 
Ihree  chaises,  arrived  with  a  cold  dinner  in  their  pockets,  on  their 
way  to  Deane;  for  as  it  is  in  dispute,  they  never  remde  at  Boughton. 
This  was  most  unlucky,  fliat  we  diould  pitch  on  the  only  hour  in  the 
year  in  whidi  they  are  there.  I  was  so  disconcerted,  and  so  afraid 
of  fiidling  foul  of  the  Countess  and  her  caprices,  that  I  hurried  from 
chamber  to  chamber,  and  scarce  knew  what  I  saw,  but  that  the 
house  is  in  the  grand  old  Frendi  style,  that  gods  and  goddesses  lived 
over  my  head  in  every  room,  and  that  there  was  nothing  bat 
pedigrees  all  around  me,  and  under  my  feet,  for  there  is  Uterally  a 
coat  of  arms  at  the  end  of  every  stop  of  the  stairs :  did  the  Duke 
mean  to  pun,  and  intend  this  for  the  deiomt  of  the  Montagus  ? 
Well  I  we  hurried  away  and  got  to  Drayton  ^  an  hour  before  dinner. 
Oh  I  the  dear  old  place  I  yon  would  be  transported  with  it.  Li  the 
first  place,  it  stands  in  as  ugly  a  hole  as  Boughton :  well  I  that  is 
not  its  beauty.  The  front  is  a  brave  strong  castle  wall,  embattled 
and  loop-holed  for  defence.  Passing  the  great  gate,  yon  come  to  a 
sumptuous  but  narrow  modem  court,  bdiind  whidi  rises  the  old 
mansion,  all  towers  and  turrets.    The  house  is  excdient ;  has  a  vast 

*  Hony  haa  gone  a  pxogreis  into  KortbAmptonihtoy  to  iMdj  Betty  GenDoalne'i. 
Is  it  not  nirpriMng  how  he  moree  from  old  Snilblk  on  the  thamea  to  another  9!^ 
goody  on  the  Tjne,  and  doea  not  aee  the  ridicale  irhieh  he  ironld  ao  atnm^  piJnt  In 
any  otlier  ehaTaetar  I    (7i%  WiiUam$  to  Mwyn,  Jv^f  18, 1768.— ihnnmresAM. 
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hall,  ditto  dimng-roomy  king's  dhamberi  trunk  gallery  at  tilie  top  cl 
the  housey  handsome  diapel,  and  seren  or  eight  distinct  apartments, 
besides  dosets  and  oonvenienoes  vithout  end.  Then  it  is  oovered 
with  portraits,  crammed  with  old  china,  famished  richly,  and  not  a 
rag  in  it  under  forty,  fifty,  or  a  thousand  years  old;  batnotabedor 
chair  that  has  lost  a  tooth,  or  got  a  grey  hair,  so  wdl  are  they  pre- 
served. I  rummaged  it  firom  head  to  foot,  examined  every  spangled 
bed,  and  enamelled  pair  of  beUowB,  for  such  there  are ;  in  short,  I  do  not 
believe  the  old  mansion  was  ever  better  pleased  with  an  inhabitant, 
since  the  days  of  Walter  de  Drayton,  except  when  it  has  received  its 
divine  old  mistress.'  If  one  could  honour  her  more  than  one  did 
before,  it  would  be  to  see  with  what  religion  she  keeps  np  the  old 
dwelling  and  customs,  as  well  as  old  servants,  who  you  may  imagine 
do  not  love  her  less  than  other  people  do.  The  garden  is  jnst  as  Sir 
John  Germaine*  brought  it  from  Holland ;  pyramidal  yews,  treiUages, 
and  square  cradle  walks  with  windows  clipped  in  them.  Nobody 
was  there,  but  Mr.  Beauderk*  and  Lady  Oatherine,*  and  two 
parsons :  the  two  first  suffered  us  to  ransack  and  do  as  we  would, 
and  the  two  last  assisted  ns,  informed  us,  and  carried  us  to  every 
tomb  in  the  neighbourhood.  I  have  got  every  circumstance  by 
heart,  and  was  pleased  beyond  my  expedition,  both  with  the  plaoe 
and  the  comfortable  way  of  sedng  it.  We  stayed  here  till  after 
dinner  to^y,  and  saw  Fotheringay  in  our  way  hither.  The  castle 
is  totally  ruined.'  The  mounts  on  whidi  the  keep  stood,  two  door* 
cases,  and  a  piece  of  the  moat,  are  all  the  remains.  Near  it  is  a 
front  and  two  projections  of  an  andent  house,  whidi,  by  the  arms 
about  it,  I  suppose  was  part  of  the  palace  of  Bidiard  and  Cicely, 
Duke  and  Duchess  of  York.  There  are  two  pretfy  tombs  for  them 
and  their  undo  Duke  of  York  in  the  churdi,  erected  by  order  off 
Queen  Elizabeth.  The  churdi  has  been  very  fine,  but  is  now 
intolerably  shabby ;  yet  many  large  saints  remain  in  the  windows, 
two  entire,  and  all  the  heads  well  painted.  You  may  imagine  we 
were  dvil  enough  to  the  Queen  of  Scots,  to  feel  a  fed  of  pity  for 
her,  while  we  stood  on  the  very  spot  where  she  was  put  to  death ; 

*  LsdyBettjGtriDsiiMbtkslHfladsndeoiNipoBdflntor  Swifk    SMTolLpwM.— 

*  See  vol  L  p.  95. — OvmmreRAic. 

'  Anhrey  Besadeik,  Biq.,  member  for  Thetfovd.  He  raeeeeded  to  the  dvkedon  of 
St.  Albene,  asflfth  duke.  In  1787.  end  died  in  180S.— Wueat. 

*  Lady  Caiheriiie  Ponaonby,  daughter  of  tlie  Sari  of  Beaboroiigli.-^WueH«. 

*  Jamea  I.  ia  laid  to  have  ordered  it  to  be  deetroyed,  in  eonaaqveaee  of  ita 
haying  been  the  aoene  of  the  trial  and  exeoatlon  of  h&i  mother,  Umtj,  Qneen  of  8eot% 
beheaded  there  in  Febmaiy,  1587. — ^WmieBV. 
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my  oompanion  [Mr.  Cole],  I  belieye,  who  is  a  better  royalist  than 
I  am,  Mt  a  little  more.  There,  I  have  obeyed  you.  To-morrow  we 
see  Burleigh  and  Peterboronghi  and  lie  at  Ely ;  on  Monday  I  hope 
to  be  in  town,  and  on  Tuesday  I  hope  mnoh  more  to  be  in  the 
gallery  at  Strawberry  Hill,  and  to  find  flie  gilders  laying  on  the  last 
leaf  of  gold.    Good  night  I 


S64.    TO  GBOBOK  MONTAOIT,  BSa 

Hockeritt,  Mondaff  nighi,  Jvly  25, 1768. 

I  ooasrnxjnt.  You  must  know  we  were  drowned  on  Saturday 
nighb  It  rained,  as  it  did  at  Greatworih  on  Wednesday,  all  night 
and  all  next  morning,  so  we  oonld  not  look  even  at  the  outside  of 
Burleigh ;  but  we  saw  the  inside  pleasantly ;  for  Lord  Exeter,  whom 
I  had  prepared  for  our  intentions,  came  to  us,  and  made  every  door 
and  every  look  fly  open,  eyen  of  his  magazines,  yet  unranged.  He 
is  going  through  the  house  by  degrees,  famishing  a  room  every  year, 
and  has  already  made  several  most  sumptuous.  One  is  a  little  tired 
of  Carlo  Maratti  and  Luca  Giordano,  yet  still  these  are  treasures. 
The  china  and  japan  are  of  the  finest ;  miniatures  in  plenty,  and  a 
shrine  full  of  crystal  vases,  filigree,  enamel,  jewels,  and  the  trinkets 
of  taste,  that  have  belonged  to  many  a  noble  dame.  In  return  for 
his  civilities,  I  made  my  Lord  Exeter  a  present  of  a  glorious  cabinet, 
whose  drawers  and  sides  are  all  painted  by  Bubens.  This  present 
you  must  know  is  his  own,  but  he  knew  nothing  of  the  hand  or  the 
value.  Just  so  I  have  given  Lady  Betty  Gemudne  a  very  fine 
portrait,  that  I  discovered  at  Drayton  in  the  woodhouse. 

I  was  not  much  pleased  with  Peterborough ;  the  front  is  adorable, 
but  the  inside  has  no  more  beauty  than  consists  in  vastness.  By  the 
way,  I  have  a  pen  and  ink  that  will  not  form  a  letter.  We  were 
now  sent  to  Huntingdon  in  our  way  to  Ely,  as  we  found  it  imprac- 
ticable, from  the  rains  and  floods,  to  cross  the  country  thither.  We 
landed  in  the  heart  of  the  assizes,  and  almost  in  the  middle  of  the 
races,  both  which,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  virtuosi,  we  eagerly 
quitted  this  morning.  We  were  hence  sent  south  to  Cambridge, 
still  on  our  way  northward  to  Ely ;  but  when  we  got  to  Cambridge 
we  were  forced  to  abandon  all  thoughts  of  Ely,  there  being  nothing 
but  lamentable  stories  of  inundations  and  escapes.  However,  I  made 
myself  amends  with  the  TJniversiiy,  which  I  have  not  seen  these 
fbnr-and-twenty  years,  and  which  revived  many  youthful  scenes, 
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whioh»  merely  from  their  being  yoathfnl,  are  forty  times  pleManter 
than  any  other  ideas.  Yon  know  I  always  long  to  Utb  at  Oxford : 
I  folt  that  I  eonld  like  to  lire  even  at  Cambridge  again.  The 
ooUeges  are  mnoh  deaned  and  improTod  sinee  my  day8»  and  the  trees 
and  groyes  more  yenemUe ;  but  the  town  is  tumbling  about  their 
ears.  We  snrpzised  Gray  with  our  appearanoe»  dined  and  drank 
tea  with  him,  and  are  come  hither  within  sight  of  land.  I  always 
find  it  worth  my  while  to  make  joumies,  for  the  joy  I  have  in 
getting  home  again.    A  second  adieu ! 


SSS.    TO  THB  BBY.  WILUAM  OOLB. 
DiAK  Sn :  Stnwbernf  SiR,  Aug.  8, 17SS. 

You  judge  rightly,  I  am  very  indifferent  about  Dr.  Shorten,  since 
he  is  not  Dr.  Shorter.  It  has  done  nothing  but  rain  since  my 
return ;  whoever  wants  hay,  must  fish  for  it ;  it  is  all  drowned,  or 
swimming  about  the  country.  I  am  glad  our  tour  gave  you  so  much 
pleasure ;  you  was  so  very  obliging,  as  you  have  always  been  to  me, 
that  I  should  have  been  grieved  not  to  have  had  it  give  you  satis- 
Cem^ou.    I  hope  your  servant  is  quite  recovered. 

The  painters  and  gilders  quit  my  Gallery  this  week,  but  I  have 
not  got  a  chair  or  a  table  for  it  yet ;  however,  I  hope  it  will  have  all 
its  clothes  on  by  the  time  you  have  promised  me  a  visit 


S6S.    TO  DS.  DUOABBL. 
Sift :  Strawbeny  HtO,  Ang.  ^  176S. 

I  HAVB  been  rambling  about  the  country,  or  should  not  so  long 
have  deferred  to  answer  the  fovour  of  your  letter.  I  tiumk  you  for 
the  notices  in  it,  and  have  profited  of  them.  I  am  much  obliged  to 
you  too  for  the  drawings  you  intended  me ;  but  I  have  since  had 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Churchill,  and  he  does  not  mention  them. 


S6T.    TO  TBI  HOK.  H.  8.  OOKWAT. 

Sttwiiberrff  Hitt,  Aug.  0, 17SS. 

My  Ghdleiy  claims  your  promise ;  the  painters  and  gilders  finish 
to*morrow,  and  next  day  it  washes  its  hands.    You  talked  of  the 
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15tih ;  shall  I  expect  you  fhen,  and  {he  CSonntess  [of  Ailefibuiy], 
and  flie  Conteesina  [their  daughter],  and  the  Baroness  [Lyttelton]  P 
Lord  Digby*  is  to  be  married  immediately  to  the  pretty  Mim 
Feilding;  and  Mr.  Boothby»  they  say,  to  Lady  Mary  Douglas. 
What  more  news  I  know  I  cannot  send  yon;  for  I  haye  had  it  from 
Lady  Denbigh  and  Lady  Blandford,  who  haye  so  confounded  names, 
genders,  and  oireumstanees,  that  I  am  not  sure  whether  Prince 
Ferdinand  is  not  going  to  be  married  to  the  hereditary  Prince. 
Adieu! 

P.S.  If  you  want  to  know  more  of  me,  you  may  read  a  whole 
odumn  of  abuse  upon  me  in  '  The  Public  Ledger'  of  Thursday  last; 
where  they  infonn  me  that  the  Scotch  cannot  be  so  sensible  as  the 
Snglish,  because  they  haye  not  such  good  writers.  Alack  I  I  am 
afraid  the  most  senaibh  men  in  any  country  do  not  write. 

I  had  writ  this  last  night.  This  morning  I  receiye  your  paper  of 
erasions,  perfide  que  vous  ties  !  You  may  let  it  alone,  you  will  neyer 
see  anything  like  my  Gallery — and  then  to  ask  me  to  leaye  it  the 
instant  it  is  finished !  I  neyer  heard  such  a  request  in  my  days  I — 
Why,  all  the  earth  is  beggLog  to  come  to  see  it :  as  Edging  says,  T 
haye  had  offers  enough  from  blue  and  green  ribands  to  make  me  a 
£Edbala-apion.  Then  I  haye  just  refused  to  let  Mrs.  Eeppel  and  her 
Bishop  [of  Exeter]  be  in  the  house  with  me,  because  I  eiq)ected  all 
you — it  is  mighty  well,  mighty  fine  I — ^No,  sir,  no,  I  shall  not  come; 
nor  am  I  in  a  humour  to  do  anything  else  you  desire:  indeed, 
without  your  proyoking  me,  I  should  not  haye  come  into  the  pro- 
posal of  paying  GiardinL  We  haye  been  duped  and  cheated  eyeiy 
winter  for  these  twenty  years  by  the  undertakers  of  operas,  and  I 
neyer  will  pay  a  Ceurthing  more  till  the  last  moment^  nor  can  be 
teirified  at  their  pu£b ;  I  am  astonished  you  are.  So  fiir  from 
frightening  me,  the  kindest  thing  they  could  do  would  be  not  to  let 
one  haye  a  box  to  hear  their  old  threadbare  yoices  and  frippery 
thefts ;  and  as  fat  Giardini  himself,  I  would  not  go  cross  the  room 
to  hear  him  play  to  eternity.  I  should  think  he  could  frighten 
nobody  but  Lady  Bingjley  by  a  refosaL 


^  Lord  Bigliy  lits  ooin«  to  town,  I  believe  to  eonfommata  He  hu  stole  this 
natch  apoa  is,  sad  shut  us  out  of  »  veiy  oomfortable  houe,  where  we  hsd  promiaed 
•Qisehres  msiiy  ft  cod  and  oyiter  smoo  for  the  winter.  QiXlff  ITtZUcMM  to  Sdmyt^ 
Atiff.  4f  1768.— dnrvxireRiif. 


.  i. 
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868.    TO  THE  SABL  OF  8TRAFF0BD. 
Mr  Dbab  Lord:  Strawberrjf  Hm^  Aug,  10, 1768^ 

I  HAVE  waited  in  hopes  that  the  world  would  do  something  worth 
telling  you :  it  will  not»  and  I  oannot  stay  any  longer  without  asking 
you  how  you  do,  and  hoping  you  haye  not  quite  forgot  me.  It  has 
rained  sudh  deluges,  that  I  had  some  thoughte  of  turning  my  GhJlery 
into  an  ark,  and  hegan  to  pack  up  a  pair  of  bantams»  a  pair  of  cats, 
in  short,  a  pair  of  every  living  creature  about  my  house :  but  it  is 
grown  fine  at  last,  and  the  workmen  quit  my  Gallery  to-day  without 
hoisting  a  sail  in  it.  I  know  nothing  upon  earth  but  what  the 
ancient  ladies  in  my  neighbourhood  knew  threescore  years  ago ;  I 
write  merely  to  pay  you  my  pepper-corn  of  affection,  and  to  inquire 
after  my  lady,  who  I  hope  is  perfectly  welL  A  longer  letter  would 
not  have  half  the  merit :  a  line  in  return  will  however  repay  all  the 
merit  I  can  possibly  have  to  one  to  whom  I  am  so  much  obliged. 

SM.    TO  am  HORACE  MAKK. 

ArlimgUm  Sktel,  Aug.  11, 1768. 

I  AH  never  so  fruitful  in  summer,  you  know,  as  in  winter.  This 
year  I  am  particularly  barren.  Your  letter  of  July  23rd  has  given 
me  a  little  fillip,  or  I  don't  know  when  I  should  have  written,  for  I 
have  not  a  single  circumstance  to  tell  you,  but  tiiat  you  will  soon 
see  a  greater  prince  than  him  of  lichtenstein.  The  Duke  of  York 
is  going  to  take  a  Mediterranean  tour  with  Augustus  Hervey,*  and, 
when  at  Leghorn,  will  certainly  see  Florence.  You  will  find  him 
civil,  condescending,  and  good-natured  to  a  great  degree ;  and  hro 
eoceOente,  the  Dame  Korenime  will  like  him  stQl  better,  for  he  is 
very  galani  and  very  generous. 

I  am  very  sorry  for  Lord  Northampton,  and  yet  I  could  not  help 
smiling  at  his  physician's  ezpresnon,  that  he  seemed  to  go  alpatiboh 
in  gala.  La  Gcmdamine,  I  believe,  is  departed;  I  have  heard 
nofibing  of  him  this  mon&  or  six  weeks.  The  French  do  not  arrive 
in  such  shoals  as  we  do  at  Paris ;  theie  are  no  £Bwer  than  five 
English  Duchesses  there,  Ancaster,  Richmond,  Bridgewater,  Ham- 
ilton, and  Douglas:  the  two  last,  indeed,  upon  an  extraordinary 

*  Csptaia  of  a  aisa-o^irar,  and  afterwardi  Eirl  of  BrItloL  — Wa&poul 
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law-suit,  which  is  vastly  too  long  for  a  lettoTi  and  ooxions  enough  for 
the  Cau9e^  Calibres.  It  is  a  contest  about  the  Douj^  estate,  to 
which  the  Hamiltons  think  a  pretender  has  bean  set  np^  and  whom 
they  sfty  they  shall,  or  haye  detected.  This  suit  is  not  more  ettra- 
ordinaiy  than  the  taste  of  the  French,  who  prefer  the  Duchess  of 
Anoaster'  to  either  the  Hamilton  or  the  Bichmond.  The  last,  (Lady 
AHesbury's  daughter,)  is  in  all  the  bloom  of  youth  and  beauty,  but 
awkward  and  un&ahioned ;  the  second  is  sadly  changed  by  ill  health 
finom  that  lovely  figure  which  disputed  with  her  sister  Coventry ;  and 
f  et  one  is  surprised  that  what  was  so  ohanning,  or  what  could  be  so 
charming,  should  not  be  preferred  to  the  first,  the  Duchess  of 
Ancaster,  who  is  not  young,  was  at  best  a  pretty  figure,  is  now 
repaired  by  very  evident  art,  and  is  a  heap  of  minauderiei  and 
affidotations  which  have  not  even  the  stamp  of  a  woman  of  quality ; 
but  taste  seems  as  much  extingmshed  in  France  as  spirit  or  parts. 
Adieu! 

S7Q.    TO  0£OBOB  MONTAGU,  S8Q. 

Skambtnp  HiU,  Aug,  16, 1768. 

Thb  most  important  piece  of  news  I  have  to  tell  you  is,  that  the 
Gallery  is  finiahed;  that  is,  the  workmen  have  quitted  it.  For  chairs 
and  tables,  not  one  is  arrived  yet  Well,  how  you  will  tramp  up 
and  down  in  it  I  Methinks  I  wish  you  would.  We  are  in  the  per- 
fection of  beauty ;  verdure  itself  was  never  green  till  this  summer, 
thanks  to  the  deluges  of  rain.  Our  complexion  used  to  be  mahogany 
in  August  Nightingales  and  roses  indeed  are  out  of  blow,  but  the 
season  is  celestiaL  I  don't  know  whether  we  have  not  even  had  an 
earthquake  to-day.  Lady  Buckingham,  Lady  Wald^rave,  the 
Bishop  of  Exeter,  and  Mrs.  Eeppel,  and  the  little  Hotham  dined 
here ;  between  six  and  seven  we  were  sitting  in  the  great  parlour ; 
I  sat  in  the  window  looking  at  the  liver :  on  a  suddoi  I  saw  it 
violently  agitated,  and,  as  it  were,  lifted  up  and  down  by  a  thousand 
liands.  I  called  out,  they  all  ran  to  the  window ;  it  continued ;  we 
hurried  into  the  garden,  and  all  saw  the  Thames  in  the  same  violent 
oommotion  for  I  suppose  a  hundred  yards.  We  £Euicied  at  first  there 
must  be  some  barge  rope ;  not  one  was  in  sight  It  lasted  in  this 
manner,  and  at  Ihe  &rttier  end,  towards  Teddington,  even  to  dashing. 
It  did  not  cease  before  I  got  to  the  middle  of  the  terrace,  between 

*  Dsugliier  of  Mr.  PuitoB  of  Newmarket— Walfolb. 
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the  fence  and  the  hill.  Yet  thiB  is  nothing  to  what  is  to  oome.  The 
Bifihop  and  I  walked  down  to  my  meadow  by  the  riyer.  At  Ons 
end  were  two  fiahennen  in  a  bo8t»  hnt  their  backs  had  been  tamed 
to  the  agitation,  and  they  had  seen  nothing.  At  the  feutiier  end  of 
the  field  was  a  genfleman  fishing,  and  a  woman  by  him ;  I  had  per- 
oeired  him  on  the  same  spot  at  the  time  of  the  motion  of  the  waters, 
which  was  rather  beyond  where  it  was  terminated.  I  now  thought 
myself  sore  of  a  witness,  and  oondnded  he  oonld  not  haye  reooyered 
his  soiprise.  I  ran  up  to  him ;  ''  Sir/'  said  I,  **  did  yon  see  that 
strange  agitation  of  the  waters?''  ''When,  SirP  when,  8irP" 
*'  Now,  this  Tery  instant,  not  two  minutes  ago."  He  replied,  wiHi 
the  phlegm  of  a  philosopher,  or  of  a  man  thai  can  love  fishings 
''Stay,  Sr,  let  me  reooUeot  if  I  remember  nothing  of  ii"  ''Pray, 
Sir,"  said  I,  scarce  able  to  help  laughing,  "you  must  remember 
whether  yon  remember  it  or  not,  for  it  is  scarce  over."  "  I  am 
trying  to  recollect,"  said  he,  with  the  same  coolness.  "  Why,  Sir," 
saod  I,  "six  of  ns  saw  it  firom my  parlour  window  yonder."  " Per- 
haps," answered  he,  "  you  might  peroeiye  it  better  where  you  were, 
but  I  suppose  it  was  an  earthquake."  His  nymph  had  seen  nothing 
neither,  and  so  we  retomed  as  wise  as  most  who  inquire  into  natural 
phenomena.  We  expect  to  hear  to-morrow  that  there  has  been  an 
earthquake  somewhere ;  unless  this  appearance  portended  a  state- 
quake.  Ton  see,  my  impetuosity  does  not  abate  much ;  no,  nor  my 
youthfullity,  which  bears  me  out  eren  at  a  sabai  I  dined  hwtweek 
at  Lady  Blandford's,  with  her,  the  old  I)enbi§^  the  old  litchfield, 
and  Methuselali  knows  who.  I  had  stock  some  sweet  peas  in  my 
hair,  was  playing  at  quadrille,  and  singing  to  my  9oreiire$.  The 
Duchess  of  Aigyle  and  Krs.  Young  came  in ;  you  may  goess  how 
they  stared ;  at  last  the  Duchess  asked  what  was  the  meaning  of 
those  flowers  P  "  Lord,  Madam,"  said  I,  "  don't  you  know  it  is  the 
fiuhion  P  The  Doke  of  Bedford  is  come  over  with  his  hair  fiilL" 
Poor  Mrs.  Young  took  this  in  sober  sadness,  and  has  reported  that 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  wears  flowers.  You  will  not  know  me  less  by 
a  precipitation  of  this  morning.  Pitt '  and  I  were  busy  adjusting 
the  Gallery.  Mr.  Elliot  came  in  and  discomposed  us;  I  waahoiridly 
tired  of  him.  As  he  was  going,  he  said,  "  Well,  this  boose  is  so 
oharming,  I  don't  wonder  at  your  being  able  to  live  so  much  alone." 
I,  who  d^udder  at  the  thought  of  anybody's  liying  with  me,  replied 
yeiy  innocently,  but  a  little  too  quick,  "No,  only  pity  me  when  I 

>  ThoMM  PHI,  ftflinnidi(1784)  the  tot  Lort  OHMiCMNL--0«raDrwAx. 
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don't  liye  akme.*'  Pitt  was  shocked,  and  Mod,  '^To  be  sue  he  irill 
never  foigiye  yoa  as  long  as  he  liyes.''  Mrs.  Leneve  used  often  to 
advise  me  never  to  begin  being  dvil  to  people  I  did  not  oare  fer : 
''  For/'  8a}'s  she,  *^  you  grow  weaiy  of  them,  and  oan't  help  showing 
it^  and  so  make  it  ten  times  worse,  flum  if  yon  had  never  attempted 
to  please  them«'' 

I  suppose  you  have  read  in  the  papers  the  massacre  of  my  iono- 
oents.  Every  one  of  my  Turkish  sheep,  that  I  have  been  nursing 
up  these  fourteen  years,  torn  to  pieces  in  one  night  by  three  strange 
dogs !  They  killed  sixteen  outright,  and  mangled  the  two  others  in 
such  a  manner,  that  I  was  forced  to  have  them  knocked  on  the  head* 
However,  I  bore  this  better  than  an  interruption. 

I  have  scrawled  and  blotted  this  letter,  so  I  don't  know  whether 
you  oan  leadit ;  but  it  is  no  matter,  for  I  perceive  it  is  all  about 
myself;  but  what  has  one  else  in  the  dead  of  summer  P  In  return, 
tdl  me  as  mudi  as  you  please  about  yourself,  which  you  know  is 
always  a  most  welcome  subject  to  me.  One  maypresenre  one's 
spirits  with  one's  juniors,  but  I  defy  anybody  to  care  but  about  their 
ootemporaries.  One  wants  to  know  about  one's  predecessors,  but 
who  has  the  least  curiosity  about  their  successors  P  This  is  abomi* 
naUe  ingratitode :  one  takes  wondrous  pains  to  consign  one's  own 
memoxy  to  them  at  the  same  time  that  one  teeiB  the  most  perfect 
indifGerence  to  whateyer  relates  to  them  themselves.  Well,  they 
will  behave  just  so  in  their  tains.    Adieu  I 


871.    TO  BIB  HORAOJI  MASV. 

Strawbarrp  HiU,  8epi.  1, 1T6S. 

Mt  letters  are  like  the  works  of  Yertot ;  I  write  nothing  but  lea 
lUvobdumB  dfAngkterre.  Indeed,  the  present  history  is  Iflce  some 
former  I  have  sent  you, — a  reyolution  fliat  has  not  taken  place,  and, 
resembling  Lord  Qranyille's,'  began  and  ended  in  three  days.  I 
could  have  despatched  it  last  Tuesday  with  regard  to  the  termi- 
nation of  it;  bu^  though  I  heard  it  was  began,  even  on  the  Satarday 
while  it  was  bq;inning,  my  curiosity  did  not  carry  me  to  town  tiU 
Tuesday,  when  I  found  it  all  addled.  Still,  I  knew  too  little  to 
detail  it  to  you ;  and,  even  now,  I  can  tell  you  little  more  than 
the  outlines  and  general  report-*but  have  patience ;  this  is  one  of 

>  la  1740.— Wauou. 
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the  erents  which  in  this  oonntry  mQ  produce  paper-war  eataof^, 
and  between  attacks  and  defences  one  comes  pretfynear  to  tli0  tmlh 
of  the  whole. 

Last  Sunday  was  se'nnight  Lord  Egiemont'  died  snddenly, 
though  everybody  knew  he  would  die  suddenly:  he  used  no 
exeroisey  and  could  not  be  kept  from  eating,  without  which  pro- 
digious bleedings  did  not  suffice.  A  day  or  two  before  he  died, 
he  said,  "  WeU,  I  have  but  three  turtle-dinners  to  come,  and  if  I 
survive  them  I  shall  be  immortal."  He  was  writing,  as  my  lady 
breakfiEuted,  complained  of  a  violent  pain  in  his  head,  asked  twice  if 
he  did  not  look  very  particularly,  grew  q>eechless,  and  expired  that 
evening.  He  has  Ic^  eighteen  thousand  pounds  a-year,  and,  they 
say,  an  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  pounds  in  money.  I  hope 
you  have  as  much  philosophy  as  I  have,  or  you  will  lose  patience  at 
fliese  dironmstances,  when  you  are  eager  to  hear  the  revolution. 
That  week,  you  may  be  sure,  was  passed  by  the  public  in  asking 
who  was  to  be  Secretary  of  State  P  It  seemed  to  lie  between  your  old 
friend.  Lord  Sandwich,  and  Lord  Egmont.  Lord  Shelbume,  a  joang 
aspirer,  who  intends  the  world  shall  hear  more  of  him,  et  qmpagiuk 
le  ministirei  was  in  the  mean  time  one  of  the  candidates  to  succeed 
Lord  Egremont  Somebody  said,  "It  ought  to  be  given  to  him 
as  you  marry  boys  under  age,  and  then  send  them  to  travel  till  they 
are  ripe."  While  this  vacancy  was  the  public's  only  object,  bdiold 
Mr.  Pitt,  in  his  chair,  with  two  servants  before  it,  goes  openly, 
at  nine  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning,  through  the  Park  to  Buck- 
ingham House.  You  rub  your  eyes ;  so  did  the  mob,  and  thought 
they  did  not  see  dear.  Mr.  Pitt,  of  all  men  alive,  except  Lord 
Temple  and  Mr.  Wilkes,  the  most  proscribed  there,  Mr.  Pitt  to 
Buckingham  House!  Out,  virUablemmt!  What  I  to  ask  to  be 
Secretary  of  State  P  By  no  means :  sent  for ;  desired  to  accept  the 
Administration.  Well,  but  do  you  know  who  stared  more  than  the 
mob  or  you ;  the  IMSnisters  did ;  for  it  seems  this  was  the  act  and 
deed  of  Lord  Bute,  who,  though  he  had  given  the  present  Admi- 
nistration  letters  of  attorney  to  act  for  him,  has  thought  better  of 
it,  and  retained  the  sole  power  himself;  the  consequence  of  which 
was,  as  it  was  before,  that  he  grew  horridly  frightened,  and  advised 
this  step,  which  has  done  him  more  hurt  than  all  he  had  done 
before. 

Mr.  Pitt  stayed  with  the  King  three  hours ;  is  said  not  to  have 

*  Sir  Charles  Wjadham,  first  Earl  of  Egranoni — WajiToiiI. 
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demanded  moro  than  wif^t  well  be  ejqpeoted  that  he  would  demand; 
and  had  all  granted.  1^  next  day,  Simdayy  the  Oppositioii  were 
much  pleased)  looking  on  their  deeireB  aa  obtained;  the  Mini8ten» 
as  much  displeasedy  thinking  themselves  betrayed  by  Lord  Bute. 
On  Monday,  Mr.  Pitt,  who  the  day  before  had  seen  tiie  Duke  of 
Newcastle  and  the  Lord  Mayor  Beokford, — the  one  or  the  other 
of  whom  is  supposed  to  have  advised  what  foIlowBy — went  again  to 
flbe  "Sing,  with  a  large  inorease  of  demands.  What  those  were  are 
Taiiously  stated,  nor  do  I  pretend  to  teU  you  how  £ur  the  particulars 
are  exact  The  general  purport  is,  though  I  dare  say  not  to  the 
extent  given  out,  that  he  insisted  on  a  general  dismission  of  all  who 
had  voted  for  the  Peace;  and  that  he  notified  his  intention  of 
attacking  the  Peace  itself:  that  he  particularly  proscribed  Lord 
Holland,  Lord  Halifiia,  Lord  Sandwich,  Lord  Barrington,  and  Lord 
Shelbuxne ;  named  himself  and  Charles  Townshend  for  Secretaries  of 
State,  Lord  Temple  for  flie  Treasury,  Pratt  for  Chancellor ;  pro- 
posed some  place,  not  of  business,  for  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  foigot 
Mr.  Legge,  and  desired  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  for  the  head  of  the 
Army.  They  teU  you,  tiiat  the  King  asked  him,  ''Mr.  Pitt^  if  it 
is  right  for  you  to  stand  by  your  friends,  why  is  it  not  as  right  for 
me  to  stand  by  mine?"  and  that  the  treaty  broke  off,  on  his 
Majesty's  refusing  to  give  up  his  friends.  Broken  off  the  negooiation 
certainly  is.  Why  broken,  I  shall,  as  I  told  you  before,  wait  a 
little  before  I  settle  my  belief.  The  Ministers  were  sent  for  again ; 
Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Temple,  according  to  the  modem  well-bred 
usages  were  at  the  lev^e  yesterday,  had  each  their  Drawing  Boom 
question;  and  there  ended  this  interlude. 

It  is  said  Lord  Sandwich  kisses  hands  to-morrow  for  Secretary 
of  State.  If  a  President  of  the  Council  is  named  too,  I  shall  think 
they  mean  to  stand  it :  if  not,  I  shall  conclude  a  door  is  still  left 
open  for  treating. 

There  was  a  littie  episode,  previous  to  this  more  dignified  drama, 
which  was  on  the  point  of  employing  the  attention  of  the  public, 
if  it  had  not  been  overlaid  by  the  revolution  in  question.  The 
fomous  Mr.  Wilkes  was  challenged  at  Paris,  by  one  Forbes,  an 
outlawed  Scot  in  the  French  service,  who  could  not  digest  the  North 
BritoM.  Wilkes  would  have  joked  it  off,  but  it  would  not  do.  He 
then  insisted  on  seconds ;  Forbes  said,  duels  were  too  dangerous  in 
France  for  such  extensive  proceedings.  Wilkes  adhered  to  his 
demand.    Forbes  pulled  him  by  the  nose,  or,  as  Lord  Mark  Kenr,' 

*  BMhsr  of  tlM  Uarqvli  of  Lothian,  a  rtrj  bnrt  but  nmtakMy  fennal  maa.— 
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in  his  well-bred  tormsiiky,  oaid  to  a  gentkman,  ''Sir,  yon  aie  to 
suppose  I  have  fhiown  fliis  glass  of  wine  in  your  face.**  Wilkes 
cried  out  nmrderl  Hie  lieutenant  de  poUoe  was  sent  for,  and 
obliged  Forbes  to  promise  that  he  would  proceed  no  fiarthor. 
Notwithstanding  the  present  disonssioni  you  may  imagine  the 
Sootdi  will  not  let  this  anecdote  be  still-born.  It  is  omel  on 
Lord  TaONi^  whom  Wilkes  rentured  to  fig^t 

Other  comical  passages  have  happened  to  us  at  Paris.  Tlieir 
Ejngy  you  know,  is  wondrous  shy  to  strangers,  awkward  at  a 
question,  or  too  fiuniliar.  For  instance,  when  flie  duke  of  Rich- 
mond was  presented  to  him,  he  said,  *' Monsieur  le  Due  de  Cumber- 
land boude  le  Hoi,  n'est-ce  pasP''  The  duke  was  confeunded. 
The  King  persisted,  ''H  le  fait,  n'est-il  pas  TraiP"  The  duke 
answered  very  properly,  ''Ses  ministres  quelquefois,  Sire,  jamais 
sa  Majesty.''  This  did  not  stop  him:  ''Et  tous,  milord,  qnand 
aurez-Yous  le  cordon  bleuP"  G^rge  Selwyn,  who  stood  behind 
the  duke,  said  softly,  ''Answer  that  if  you  can,  my  lord."  To  Lord 
Holland,  the  King  said,  "  Yous  avez  fidt  bien  du  bruit  dans  yolze 
pays,  n'est-ce  pasP"  His  answer  was  pretty  too:  ''Sire,  je  £us 
tout  mon  possible  pour  le  fiBore  cesser.''  Lord  Holland  was  better 
diverted  with  the  Duchess  d'AiguiUon;  she  got  him  and  Lady 
Holland  tickets  for  one  of  the  best  boxes  to  see  the  fireworks  on  the 
Peace,  and  carried  them  in  her  coach.  When  they  arriyed,  he  had 
fbrgot  the  tickets;  she  flew  into  a  rage,  and,  iona  marckander^ 
abused  him  so  grosdy  that  Lady  Holland  coloured,  and  would  not 
speak  to  her.  Not  content  with  this,  when  her  footman  opened  the 
door  of  the  coach,  the  duchess,  before  all  the  mob,  said  aloud, 
"  (7est  une  des  meilleures  tttes  de  TAn^eterre,  et  Toid  la  bdtise 
qu'il  a  fidt  I''  and  repeated  ii  He  laughed,  and  the  next  day  she 
recollected  herself  and  made  an  excuse. 

Mrs.  Poynts*  is  au  eambh  de  la  gkire  at  Yersailles;  she  has  cured 
Madame  l^otoire  of  tiie  stone,  by  Mrs.  Stephens's  medicine.  When 
Mrs.  Poynts  took  leaye  of  them  for  Spa,  they  shut  the  door,  and 
the  whole  Boyal  Family  kissed  her ;  fiir  the  King  is  so  fond  of  his 
children  that,  they  say,  it  was  visible  every  day  in  his  counteoance 
whether  his  daughter  was  better  or  worse. 

We  sent  you  Sir  William  Stanhope,"  and  my  lady,  a  fond  couple ; 

^  Anns  Marift  Kordmnt,  wife  of  Stophen  Poynt^  gOTemor  of  WillUm,  Doke  of 
Ciimberland.  She  had  been  a  great  beauty :  the  poem  of  'Tbe  lUr  CIreaailaa '  wai 
wiitlen  on  her.  fiUie  waa  Maid  of  Hononr  to  QneeaGacoUno.  [YoLiL  p»  SSS].— 
Waltou. 

*  ▲  maa  of  wit,  and  brother  of  the  frrnons  Loid  ChcatoifieU.  Hia  third  wife  was 
alater  of  Sir  Fianda  Delaval— Waxmu. 
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yoa  hne  letamed  fheni  to  xm  Yoty  diflEeraot.  Whea  thejr  oame  to 
Blftekheath,  lie  got  out  of  the  ehaue  to  go  to  his  brother  Lord 
Gheeteifield'Sy  made  her  a  low  bow,  and  said,  ''Madame,  I  hope 
I  shall  never  see  your  face  again."  She  replied*  "  Sir,  I  will  take 
aU  the  eaie  I  can  that  you  never  shalL''  He  lays  no  gallantry  to 
her  ohazga 

We  are  sending  yon  another  conple,  the  fimons  Garridk,  and  his 
onoe  ftmoos  wife.  He  will  make  yon  laugh  as  a  iniinic,  and  as  he 
knows  we  are  great  Mends,  will  affect  great  partiality  to  me ;  but 
be  a  litde  upon  your  guard,  remember  he  is  an  actor. 

My  poor  niece  [Lady  Waldegrave]  has  dedared  herself  not 
breeding:  you  will  be  ohaimed  with  the  delicaoy  of  her  manner  m 
breaking  it  to  General  Wald^graye.  She  gave  him  her  Lord's  seal 
witb  the  coronet.  You  will  be  more  charmed  with  her.  On  Sunday 
the  Bishop  of  Exeter  [her  brother-in«law]  and  I  were  talking  at 
this  new  conyulsion  in  politics — she  burst  out  in  a  flood  of  tears, 
reflecting  on  the  great  rtuikwhiohher  Lord,  if  living,  would  naturally 
attain  on  this  occasioD. 

I  think  I  bave  nothing  more  to  tell  you,  but  a  bon-mot  of  my 
Lady  Townshend  [Harrison].  She  has  taken  a  strange  little  villa 
at  Paddington,  near  l^bum.  Peoplewere  wondering  at  ber  choosing 
such  a  sitnation,  and  asked  her,  in  joke,  what  sort  of  neighbourhood 
she  had :  "  Oh,"  said  she,  **  one  that  can  never  tire  me,  fer  they 
are  hanged  every  week.''  Good  night  This  would  be  a  ftoious 
long  letter,  if  it  was  not  short  by  containing  a  whole  revolution. 


SrSL    TO  OSOSOX  MONTAGU,  KM). 

Strawberry  Em,  StpL  9, 175S. 

I  HAYB  but  a  minute's  time  for  answering  your  letter;  my  house 
is  full  of  people,  and  bas  been  so  from  the  instant  I  break&sted, 
and  more  are  coming ;  in  sbort,  I  keep  an  inn ;  the  sign,  ''The 
Gbthio  OasUe."  Since  my  GbUery  was  finished  I  bave  not  been 
in  it  a  quarter  of  an  hour  togetiier ;  my  wbole  time  is  passed  in 
giving  tibkets  for  seeing  it,  and  hiding  myself  while  it  is  seen. 
Take  my  advic^  never  build  a  charming  bouse  for  yourself  between 
London  and  Hampton-court :  everybody  will  live  in  it  but  you.  I 
fear  you  must  give  up  all  thoughts  of  the  Vine  for  this  year,  at  least 
for  some  time.  The  poor  master  is  on  the  rack ;  I  left  bim  tiie  day 
before  yesterday  in  bed,  where  be  bad  been  ever  since  Monday  witii 
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the  gout  in  both  knees  and  one  foot,  and  saffiaring  marfyxdom  eyeqr 
night.  I  go  to  see  him  again  on  Monday.  He  has  not  had  ao  had 
a  fit  these  fonr  yeaFS,  and  he  has  pTohaUy  the  other  foot  stOl  to 
come.  Yon  mnst  oome  to  me  at  least  in  the  mean  time,  hefore  he 
is  well  enough  to  reoeiye  you.  After  next  Tuesday  I  am  unengaged, 
except  on  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday  following ;  that  is,  the 
tenth,  eleventh,  and  twelfth,  when  the  &mily  from  Paik-place 
are  to  be  with  me.  Settle  your  motions,  and  let  me  know  them 
as  soon  as  you  can,  and  gire  me  as  much  time  as  you  can  spare. 
I  flatter  myself  the  Qeneral*  and  Lady  Grandison  will  keep  flie 
kind  promise  they  made  me,  and  (hat  I  shall  see  your  brother  Johs 
and  Mr.  Miller  too. 

My  niece  is  not  breeding.  Ton  shall  hare  the  auction  books  as 
soon  as  I  can  get  them,  though  I  question  if  there  is  any&ing  in 
your  way ;  howerer,  I  shall  see  you  long  before  the  sale,  and  we 
will  talk  on  it. 

There  has  been  a  reyolution  and  a  re-revolution,  but  I  must  defer 
the  history  till  I  see  you,  for  it  is  mudi  too  big  for  a  letter  written 
in  such  a  hurry  as  this.    Adieu ! 


S78.    TO  OBORGS  MOHTAOU,  BSQ. 

Stntwben^  HiU,  8epL  7, 176S. 

As  I  am  sure  the  house  of  Conway  will  not  stay  with  me  beyond 
Monday  next,  I  shall  rejoice  to  see  the  house  of  Montagu  this  day 
se'nnight  (Wednesday),  and  shall  think  myself  highly  honoured  by 
a  visit  teooL  Lady  Beaulieu ; '  I  know  nobody  flmt  has  a  bett^ 
taste,  and  it  would  flatter  me  exceedingly  if  die  should  happen  to 
like  Strawberry.  I  knew  you  would  be  pleased  with  Mr.  Thomas 
Pitt ;  he  is  very  amiable  and  very  sensible,  and  one  of  the  veiy  few 
that  I  reckon  quite  worthy  of  being  at  home  at  Strawberry. 

I  have  again  been  in  town  to  see  Mr.  Chute ;  he  thinks  the  worst 
over,  yet  he  gets  no  sleep,  and  is  still  confined  to  his  bed :  but  his 
spirits  keep  up  surprismgly.  As  to  your  gout,  so  for  from  pitying 
you,  'tis  the  best  thing  that  can  happen  to  you.    All  that  daiet  and 

*  Gtmeitl  Konftsgi,  wh^  In  ths  pnotding  Febnniy,  had  msnied  (he  CoaatSiB 
dowagsr  of  GtaadiMiA^— Wu«BT. 

*  IasbeUa»  eldest  daughter  and  oo-heir  of  John,  Dnke  of  Hontagn,  died  1749,  and 
xeUet  of  William,  Doke  of  Haneheater,  died  1780 ;  manled,  aeeon^  (1746),  Bdwaid 
Hxmtj,  Baq.,  aftanrarda  Lord  Beanllia.  She  la  the  heroine  of  fiir  Charlea  Hanhuj 
WlUiam^a  poem,  '  JaabeUa^  or  the  Momlaf.'  See  vol  IL  p.  38,  uidpod,  p.  117.— 
CravneHAX. 


17e8.1  TO  SIB  HORAGB  MAKK.  lU 

port  aie  Tery  kind  to  yon,  when  thejr  prefer  the  dupe  of  lameneii 
to  that  of  apopleziefly  or  dropsies,  or  feven,  or  plenrisieB. 

Lot  me  liave  a  line  certain  what  day  I  may  expect  your  parfy, 
that  I  may  pray  to  the  son  to  illnminate  the  cabinet    Adieu ! 


S74.    TO  THS  RIGHT  HOK.  GXOROK  OREmTILLS.^ 
Bbab  Sibs  8iimpbm'9 HH  AfL  7. 176S. 

Though  I  am  sensihie  I  have  no  pretensions  fer  asking  you  a 
fikToaTy  and,  indeed,  shonld  be  yery  unwilling  to  trespass  on  your 
good  nature,  yet  I  flatter  myself  I  shall  not  be  thought  quite  imper- 
tinent in  interceding  for  aperson,  who  I  can  answer  has  neither  been 
to  blame,  nor  any  way  deserred  punishment,  and  therefore,  I  think 
you,  Sir,  will  be  ready  to  sare  him  from  prejudioe.  The  person  is 
my  deputy,  Mr.  (Jrosrenor  Bedford,  who,  aboTO  fiye-and-twenty 
years  ago,  was  appointed  OoUeotor  of  flie  Customs  in  Philadelphia 
by  my  fiither. 

I  hear  he  is  threatened  to  be  turned  out  If  the  loast  &ult  can 
be  laid  to  his  charge,  I  do  not  desire  to  have  him  protected.  If 
iiiere  cannot,  I  am  too  well  persuaded,  Sur,  of  your  justice  not  to  be 
sure  you  will  be  pleased  to  protect  him. 

When  I  haye  appealed  to  your  good  nature  and  justice,  it  would 
be  impertinent  to  say  more  than  that  I  am,  &c.  &c. 

H0RAC8  Walpolb. 
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^Kratpfteny  HiU,  ApC  13, 176S. 

Thb  Administration  is  resettled:  the  Opposition  does  not  come  in; 
and  the  old  Ministers  haye  resumed  their  fimctions.  The  Duke  of 
Bedford,  who  had  formerly  adyised  to  inyite  Mr.  Pitt  to  court, 
finding  himself  omitted  in  Mr.  Pitt's  list,  is  cordially  united,  nay, 
incorporated  with  the  Administration;  he  has  kissed  hands  for 
President  of  the  OoundL  Lord  Sandwich  is  the  new  Secretary  of 
State,  Lord  Egmont  the  new  head  of  the  Admiralty,  and  Lord 
Hilsboroug^  the  new  First  Lord  of  Trade,  for  Lord  Shelbume,  whom 
I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  last,  has  resigned  in  flie  midst  of  these 
bustles.    Many  reasons  are  giyen,  but  the  only  one  that  people 

^  ITowfintoolleGted.— CvnmiaRAa. 
vobiy.  I 
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many  irere  Engfish,  and  offered  me  ilie  use  of  ibem.  This  was  one 
of  the  nnmoioQS  unknown  oorrespondentB  wliieh  my  books  hare 
drawn  npon  me.  I  put  it  off  then,  but  being  to  pass  near  his  door 
[at  Holyport],  for  he  liTes  but  two  miles  from  Maidenhead,  I  sent 
him  wcard  I  would  call  on  my  way  to  Park-pkoe.  After  being 
earned  to  three  wrong  houses,  I  was  directed  to  a  yery  ancient 
mansion  [Filberts],  composed  of  timber,  and  looking  as  unlike 
modem  habitations,  as  the  picture  of  PendereFs  house  in  Clarendon. 
The  garden  was  oTentm  with  weeds,  and  with  difficulty  we  found  a 
beH  Louis  came  riding  back  in  great  haste,  and  said,  **  Sir,  the 
gentleman  is  dead  suddenly."  Tou  may  imagine  I  was  surprised ; 
however,  as  an  acquaintance  I  had  nerer  seen  was  a  very  enduraUe 
Busfortone,  I  was  preparing  to  depart ;  but  happmung  to  ask  some 
women,  that  were  passing  by  flie  chaise,  if  fliey  knew  any  ciieam- 
stance  of  Sir  Thomas's  death,  I  discovered  that  this  was  not  Sir 
Thomas's  house,  but  belonged  to  a  Mr.  Meoke,'  a  fellow  of  a  college 
at  Oxford,  who  was  aotoally  just  dead,  and  that  the  antiquity  itself 
had  formerly  been  flie  residence  of  Nell  Owyn.  Ttsiy  inquire  after 
it  the  next  time  you  are  at  Frogmore.  I  went  on,  and  after  amis- 
take  or  two  more  found  Sir  Thomas,  a  man  about  thirty  in  age,  and 
twelve  in  understanding ;  his  drawings  very  indifferent^  even  for  the 
latter  calculation.  I  did  not  know  what  to  do  or  say,  but  commended 
them,  and  his  child,  and  his  house ;  said  I  had  all  the  heads,  hoped 
I  should  see  him  at  Twickenham,  was  afraid  of  being  too  late  for 
dinner,  and  burned  out  of  his  house  before  I  had  been  there  twenty 
minutes.  It  grieves  one  to  receive  civilities  when  one  feek  obliged^ 
and  yet  finds  it  impossible  to  bear  the  people  that  bestow  them. 

I  have  giyen  my  assembly,  to  show  my  OaUery,  and  it  was 
glorious ;  but  happening  to  pitoh  upon  the  hast  of  tebemades,  none 
of  my  Jews  could  come,  though  Mrs.  GUve  proposed  to  them  to 
change  their  religion ;  so  I  am  forced  to  exhibit  once  more.  For 
the  morning  speotetors,  the  4nrowd  augments  instead  of  diminishing. 
It  is  really  true  that  I^y  Hertford  called  here  t'other  morning,  and 
I  was  reduced  to  bring  her  by  the  back  gate  into  the  kitchen ;  the 
house  was  so  full  of  company  that  came  to  see  the  Gallery,  that 
I  had  nowhere  else  to  carry  her.    Adieu ! 

P.  S.  I  hope  the  least  hint  has  neyer  dropped  from  flie  Beaulieus 

>  The  Ber.  Mr.  Uecke,  of  Pembroke  CoUegv.    He  died  on  the  2S(li  ef  Septanber 
— WweHf. 


ITA]  TO  THS  BST.  MB.  OOIA  IIT 

of  that  terriUe  pietuie  of  Sir  Charles  WiUiams,  that  pat  mo  iiito 
such  confosion  tiie  morning  they  breakfEuted  here.*  If  they  did 
obsenre  the  izuGription,  I  am  sure  they  mast  haye  seea  too  how  it 
distressed  me.  Yoor  ooUeotion  of  piotores  is  packed  ap»  and  makes 
two  large  cases  and  one  smaller. 

My  next  assembly  will  be  entertaining ;  tbere  will  be  five 
ooontesses,  two  bishops^  fourteen  Jewsp  five  papists,  a  doctor  of 
physic,  and  an  actress  [Mrs.  Oliye] ;  not  to  mention  Scotch,  Irish, 
East  and  West  Indians. 

I  find  that,  to  pack  ap  yoor  piotores,  Louis  has  taken  scmie  paper 
out  of  a  hamper  of  waste,  into  which  I  had  cast  some  of  the  Conway 
Piqpers,  perh^is  only  as  useless;  howerer,  if  you  find  any  such  in 
the  packing,  be  so  good  as  to  lay  them  by  for  me. 


877.    TO  THS  BBY.  WILLIAM  COLS. 
DsAmSim:  SkmAurrp  S91,  Qefc  S^  176S> 

You  are  always  obliging  to  me  and  alwajrs  tfiinVing  of  mo 
lundly ;  yet  for  once  you  have  forgotten  the  way  of  obliging  me 
most  You  do  not  mention  aiiy  thoogbt  of  coming  hither,  which 
you  bad  giren  me  cause  to  hope  would  be  about  this  time.  I  flatter 
myself  nofliing  has  intenrened  to  deprive  me  of  that  yisit  Lord 
Hertford  goes  to  France  the  end  of  next  week ;  I  shall  be  in  town 
to  take  leave  of  him ;  but  after  the  15th,  that  is,  this  day  se'nnigbt, 
I  shall  be  quite  unengaged,  and  the  sooner  I  see  you  after  the  15th, 
the  better,  for  I  should  be  sorry  to  drag  you  across  thecountryin  the 
badness  of  Noyember  roads. 

I  shall  treasure  up  your  notices  against  my  second  edition^  for  the 
volume  of  Engravers  is  printed  off,  and  has  been  some  time ;  I  only 
wait  for  some  of  the  plates.  The  book  you  mention  I  have  not 
seen,  nor  do  you  encourage  me  to  buy  it  Some  time  or  other 
liowever  I  will  get  you  to  let  me  turn  it  over. 

As  I  will  trust  that  you  will  let  me  know  soon  when  I  shall  have 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  here,  I  wiU  make  this  a  very  ^ort  letter 
indeed.    I  know  nothing  new  or  old  worth  telling  you. 

1  The  porinii  of  Sir  Charies  Hanbary  WUlianu,  holding  t  ^apet  infcribcd 
'laftbelUcr  the  Morning.*    Seep.  112.~CgjiiiivaHAJi. 


lis  HOBACS  WALPOIiVB  LKmBS.  [176IL 


<78.    TO  SIB  HORACE  MA9K. 

»naAm^  HiO.  (kU  17, 1768, 

I  don't  know  Kow  long  it  is  sinoe  I  wrote  to  you,-— I  fear  a  great 
while;  butlthinkmyfidelity  toyouasaooneepoadeiitisaoiiroTedt 
ttiat  yoa  may  be  sure  not  an  incident  worthy  of  a  paragiapli  has 
happened  when  you  do  not  hear  from  me.  The  revy  newspapera 
have  aubflisted  only  on  the  price  of  atodoB,  horBe-xaoee,  the  anival  of 
the  good  ahip  Oharming  Nancy,  and  such  aneodotesi  with  the  aasia- 
tance  of  the  heroic  controversy  between  Mr.  WilkeaandMr.  Forbes, 
of  which  one  is  heartily  sicL  But  tiie  campaign  draws  near,  and 
will  be  hot  enough.  Methinks  I  wish  we  had  some  fresh  generals ;  I 
am  rather  tired  of  the  old  ones,  all  of  whom  I  have  seen  so  often 
both  on  the  aSeoBYe  and  defensiye,  that  I  am  incredibly  inooiious 
aboat  their  manomiYres. 

The  press  for  soLdiers  is  so  warm  that  Augustus  Hervey  could  not  be 
qwued  to  attend  the  I>ukeofYork,who  has  sailed  some  time.  Ishallbe 
Tery  impatient  to  hear  of  the  Duke's  arrival  at  Fbrence;  tell  me  the 
whole  history.  Tou  will  be  very  anxious,  but  you  will  acquit  your- 
self perfectly  welL  Lord  Heriford  set  out  on  his  embassy  last 
Thursday,  and  by  this  time  I  suppose  Monsieur  de  Ouerchy  is  in 
London.  Most  of  our  Parisian  English  are  come  back.  The  news- 
papers have  given  the  rage  of  going  to  Paris  a  good  name ;  they  call 
it  tiie  Reneh  dkeoie.  I  d^  be  a  little  ashamed  of  having  it  so  late; 
but  I  shall  next  spring.  Having  Lord  Hertford  there  will  be  so 
agreeable  away  of  seeing  Paris,  that  one  cannot  resist,  especially  as 
I  took  such  pains  to  see  so  little  of  it  when  I  was  there  before.  I 
don't  expect  to  Uke  it  much  better  now,  though  having  a  particular 
friend  Mimster  goes  a  great  way  in  reconciling  one  to  a  country  not 
one's  own ;  I  don't  believe  I  should  have  been  quite  so  fond  of 
Florence  if  I  had  lived  with  nothing  but  Florentines.  This  time  I 
am  determined  to  ascertain  what  I  have  always  doubted  of^  whether 
there  is  any  such  thing  as  a  lively  Frenchman ;  the  few  I  knew,  and 
all  those  I  have  seen  here,  have  had  no  more  vivadfy  than  a  (German. 
You  see  I  do  not  go  prejudiced. 

Have  you  got  Mr.  Garrick  yet  P  If  you  have,  you  may  keep  him; 
there  is  come  forth  within  fliese  ten  days  a  young  actor,  who  has 
turned  the  heads  of  the  whole  town.  The  first  night  of  his  appear- 
ance the  audience,  not  content  with  dapping,  stood  up  and  shouted. 


1761]  TO  BIB  HOXACX  MASH.  m 


His  name  is  Powell;'  he  was  cleric  to  Sir  Bobeit  Ladbroke,  and  so 

deTor  in  bmmeM  thai  his  naater  would  have  taken  him  in  as  a 

partner,  bat  he  had  an  impulae  &r  the  stage,  was  a  JSTeeiMii-ioni  hero, 

as  ]£r.  Pitt  called  my  Lord  CfUre.    Hisfignre  is  fine  and  voice  most 

sonorous,  as  they  say,  for  I  wait  for  the  rebound  of  his  &me,  and  till 

I  can  get  in,  for  at  present  all  the  boxes  are  taken  for  a  monUi.    As 

the  lepntation  of  tins  prodigy  could  not  hare  reached  France,  where 

they  have  the  JBnghtk  d^Mm^  they  were  content  with  showering 

honoars  on  Mr.  Cbniek ;  appointed  abox  for  him,  revived  their  best 

plays,  and  recalled  their  veteran  actors.    Their  Helvetius,  whose 

bode  has  drawn  such  persecution  on  him,  and  the  persecution  such 

&me,  is  coming  to  settle  here,  and  brings  two  Miss  Hdvetiuses,  with 

fifty  thousand  pounds  a-piece,  to  bestow  on  two  immaculate  members 

of  our  most  august  and  incorruptible  senate,  if  he  can  find  two  in 

this  virtuous  age  who  will  condescend  to  accept  his  money.     Well, 

we  may  be  dupes  to  French  follies,  but  they  are  ten  times  greater 

Ibols  to  be  the  dupes  of  our  virtue.    Qood  night 

AHiM0fm8krtti,OdU\%. 

I  BBouoHT  this  to  town  to-day  for  the  Secretary's  oflBoe,  and  found 
yours  of  October  1st.  Marshal  Botta's  advice  of  ceding  your  palace 
to  the  Duke  of  York  may  be  very  proper,  but  his  Boyal  Highness, 
who  is  all  good-breeding  and  good-humour,  will  certahily  not  sufier 
it.  Tet,  I  am  not  averse  to  your  making  the  oflfer,  if  it  is  still  to 
make.  Do  you  know,  my  national  pride  is  wonderfully  gratified  by 
the  Pope's  humility  and  respect  for  whom  we  please  to  have  Duke<^ 
Toik.  An  hundred  and  fifty  years  agoanEngUsh  Protestant  dared 
not  own  himself  for  such  at  Bome ;  now  Uiey  invite  the  yery  son  of 
a  fomily  that  has  turned  out  their  Stuarts,  under  the  nose  of  those 
very  Stuarts,  nay,  when  the  Stuart  Duke  of  York  is  even  a  cardinal 
I  trust  it  is  not  only  the  Papal  chair  that  has  sunk,  but  the  crown  of 
Kngland  that  has  risen.  Think  of  the  mighty  Elisabeth  excommuni- 
cated by  Sixtus  Y.  and  the  brother  of  Oeorge  III.  invited  to  Borne 
by  Clement  XIII.  I  If  thehonours  I  have  toldyouMr.  Garrickhas 
received  in  France  do  not  obtain  him  a  chair  in  a  Florentine 
tonoenawionef  Ithink  you  must  threaten  them  with  the  thunder  of  the 
Yatican,  which  you  see  we  have  at  command ;  but  to  be  serious,  I 
would  not  have  you  get  into  a  squabble  about  him ;  he  is  not  worth 
thai 

>  WilUsm  Powell,  an  actor  of  s^Mt  promlM,  bora  at  Hereford  in  1785,  died  at 
Brietol  July  8, 1768,  at  the  age  of  thirty-four.  Ilia  fiiat  appearance  was  in  I'hilaAter 
.— CuvjiiireniM. 


120  HOKiCB  WAIiFOZjrB  LBTTSB&  [fln. 

We  hear  fhe  King  of  Poland  is  dead;  is  that  to  be  the  aooroe  of 
a  new  warP  Ton  will  see  1^  the  Gazette,  that  without  sooh  an 
event  we  had  a  nest  egg  for  another  war.  There  have  been  half-a- 
dossen  battles  in  miniatore  with  the  Indians  in  Amerioa.  It  looked 
so  odd  to  see  a  list  (tf  killed  and  wounded  jnst  treading  on  the  heels 
of  the  Peace. 


S70.    TO  THB  XABL  OF  HBETFOBD.* 
Mt  Diab  Lobd:  ArU$igUm  Strtd,  QeL  !$»  176S. 

I  AM  very  impatient  for  a  letter  fixmi  Paris,  to  hear  of  your  outseti 
and  what  my  Lady  Hertford  thinks  of  the  new  world  she  is  got  into, 
and  whether  it  is  bettor  or  worse  than  she  expected.  Pray  tell  me 
all :  I  mean  of  that  sort,  for  I  have  no  curiosity  about  the  funily 
compact,  nor  the  harbour  of  Dunkirk.  It  is  your  private  history— 
your  audiences,  reception,  comforts  or  distresses,  your  way  of  life, 
your  company — that  interests  me ;  in  short,  I  care  about  my  cousins 
and  Mends,  not,  like  Jack  Harris,  about  my  Lord  Ambassador.'  Con- 
sider you  are  in  my  power.  You,  by  this  time,  are  longing  to  hear 
fromEngland,  and  depend  upon  me  for  the  news  of  London.  Ishall 
not  send  you  a  tittle^  if  you  are  not  very  good,  and  do  not  (<me  of  you, 
at  least)  write  to  me  punctually. 

This  letter,  I  confess,  will  not  give  you  much  encouragement^  for  I 
can  absolutely  tell  you  nothing.  I  dined  at  Mr.  Grenville's  to-day, 
where,  if  there  had  been  anything  to  hear,  I  should  have  heard  it ; 
but  all  consisted  in  what  you  will  see  in  the  papers — some  diminu- 
tive *  battles  in  America,  and  the  death  of  the  King  of  Poland,^  which 
you  probably  knew  before  we  did.  The  town  is  a  desert;  it  is  like 
a  vast  plain,  which,  though  abandoned  at  present^  is  in  three  weeks 
to  have  a  great  battle  fought  upon  it  One  of  the  colonels,  I  hear,  is 
to  be  in  town  to-morrow,  the  Duke  of  Devonshire.  I  came  myself 
but  this  morning,  but  as  I  shall  not  return  to  Strawberry  till  the  day 

>  Wa)pole*i  oonsiii ;  and  the  fiiii  of  Um  pabUahed  aeries  of  leiten  which  Wtlpole 
•ddiened  to  him  during  his  embusj  in  PMris.  See  Mr.  Groker's  FwUm  to  the  CkM^ 
rewondenee  in  toL  L  of  this  edition.— Cvmivobak. 

^  Lord  Hertford  was  Lord  Ambassador  from  England  to  France,  and  Walpole's 
coadn  and  friend.    Jack  Harris  was  Lord  Hertford's  brother-in-law.— CuvviiranAM. 

*  The  actions  at  Detroit  and  Edge  Hill,  on  the  81st  of  Jnly  and  5th  and  6th  of 
Angnst^  between  the  British  and  the  Indians.  In  the  former  the  Britbh  were 
defeated,  and  their  leader,  Captain  Dalydl,  killed ;  in  the  latter  engagements,  nndcr 
Colonel  Bongaety  they  defeated  the  Indians.-r-CaouB. 

^  Stanislaus  A^gnstos,  Elector  of  Saxon  j  and  King  of  Poland.  He  died  at  Dresden, 
on  the  5lh  of  October.— Caonaa. 


17tt.]  TO  THX  lABIi  Of  HUlTfOBIX  ISl 

after  to-monow,  I  flbaU  not  seal  my  letter  tni  then.  Inthemeantime, 
it  is  but  fidr  to  give  yon  some  more  particular  partionlars  of  what  I 
expect  to  know.  For  instance,  of  Mondenr  de  Niyemois's  cordiality ; 
of  Madame  Dnsson^s  affection  for  England ;  of  my  Lord  Holland's 
joy  at  seeing  yon  in  FranoCi  especially  without  yonr  secretaiy ; '  of 
all  my  Lady  Hertford's'  consins  at  Si  Oermains ;  and  I  should  not 
didike  a  litUe  anecdote  or  two  of  the  late  embassyi*of  which  Ido  not 
doubt  you  will  hear  plenty,  I  must  trouble  you  with  many  compli- 
ments to  Madame  de  BoufBers,  and  with  still  more  to  the  Duchesse 
deMirepoiz/ who  is  always  so  good  as  to  remember  me.  Her  brother, 
Prince  de  Beauyau,*  I  doubt  has  foigotten  me.  Li  flie  dis- 
agreeableness  of  taking  leaye,  I  omitted  mentiomng  these  messages. 
Oood  night  for  to-night — Oh  I  I  forgot — pray  send  me  some  caSi  an 
lait :  the  Due  de  Picquigny*  (who  by  the  way  is  somebody's  son,  as 
I  thought)  takes  it  for  snuff,  and  says  it  is  the  new  fiLshion  at  Paris ; 
I  suppose  they  drink  rappee  after  dinner. 

I  might  as  well  haye  finished  last  night ;  fer  I  know  nothing 
more  than  I  did  then,  but  that  Lady  Mary  Coke  arrived  this  erening. 
She  has  behaved  very  honourably,  and  not  stolen  the  Hereditary 
Prince.' 

'  Wluifc  la  wMBLi  hf  Ui  joy  si  Melng  Loid  HerUbrd  in  FmiM  U  aoi  dear ;  IwiUM 
iUmIob  to  tlM  teerdarp  probablj  lefen  io  tka  abMiioe  of  Sir  Oluuriw,  tken  Jtr.  Bui* 
Imry,  who  was  nominiUed  lecrBUiy  io  ilio  aabtmj,  bai  who  had  noi  aoeompanied 
Loi^  Hertford  io  Puria :  aa  Mr.  Btmbniy  had  murled  Lady  Holland'a  niooe^  there 
may  hate  beenaomo  iHaily  raaaon  for  ihia  alliuioiL — Cboebb. 

*  Lady  Hertford  waa  a  graad-danghier  of  Gharlea  IL,  and  therefore  eonain  io  the 
Fkeiender,  who,  howerer,  waa  ai  thia  period  in  Italy ;  and  the  eonntu  alluded  to  were 
probably  ihe  ftmily  of  riiaJamea.— CnoKn. 

*  John,  fimrih  Doha  of  Bedford,  waa  Lord  Hertlbrd'a  piedeoeaaor.  Mr.  Walpole 
had  been  on  tenna  of  peraonal  and  political  iniima^  ai  Bedford-honae ;  bat  political 
and  priTate  dlflTereneea  had  ocenned  to  aharpen  Ua  reaenimeni  agidnai  the  Dnke,  and 
even  oceaakmally  agalnai  ihe  Doeheaa  of  Bedford. — Cboesb. 

*  The  MariSachale  de  Mirepoiz  waa  a  doTer  woman,  who  waa  ai  ihe  head  of  one 
daaa  of  French  aodeiy.  She,  however,  qaarrelled  with  her  fiunily,  and  loai  ihe  reapeei 
of  ihe  public  by  ihe  meanneaa  of  oonnienancing  Madame  dn  BanL — Oaoua. 

*  Sett  of  ihe  Prince  de  Oraon :  he  waa  bom  in  1720;  aerred  with  greai  diatinctlon 
from  ihe  earlieai  age,  and  waa  ereaied,  in  17S2,  marahal  of  France^  Hia  eondoci  in 
diaeonntenaaeing  the  IhTooriiiam  of  the  laai  yeara  of  Lonia  X Y.  waa  rery  hononrable, 
aa  waa  hia  derotion  io  Lonia  XYL  in  ihe  Srai  yean  of  ihe  reroluiion.  The  manhal 
anrfiTcd  hiannforianate  aorerelgn  bni  three  montha. — Ciouu. 

*  Son  of  ihe  Dnke  de  Chaalnea.— Wbioby. 

'  The  Hereditaiy  Prince  of  Bmnawicfc  waa  ai  thia  time  betrothed  io  the  King'a 
eldeai  aiater ;  and  Mr.  Walpole,  a  eonatani friend  and  admirer  of  Lady  Mary,  affects  io 
think  thai  her  beanty  and  viTacity  might  have  aednoed  hia  Serene  Highneaa  from  hia 
royalbride,— CaoKia.  There  ia  alirther  meaning.  Lady  Maiy  Coke  (a  vivacioaa  widow ) 
wa4  iiying  to  aieal  the  hand  of  the  Dnke  of  York,  brother  of  George  IIL^CuaviaoHAM. 


in  HORAOB  WAIiF0UB*8  LKTTKB&  [170. 

Mr.  Bowman  ^  called  on  me  yesterday  before  I  oame,  and  left  woid 
fliat  he  would  oome  again  to-day,  but  did  not  I  wished  to  hear  of 
you  fix>m  him,  and  a  little  of  my  old  aoquaintanoe  at  T^liftw^%  Bid 
you  find  Lord  Beauohamp '  much  grown  ?  Are  all  your  aona  to  be 
like  those  of  the  Amalddtes  ?  who  were  I  forget  how  many  cahiis 
hiah. 

Pray  remind  Mr.  Hume*  oi  colleoting  the  whole  history  of  the 
expulsion  of  the  Jesuits.  It  is  a  subject  worthy  of  his  inquiry  and 
pen.    Adieu!  my  dear  lord. 

SSO.    TO  OaOROK  llOFTAGU,  XSa 

airawberr^  Mm,  Kfm.  12, 1761 

I  SEND  you  the  catalogue  as  you  desired ;  and  as  I  told  you,  you 
will,  I  think,  find  nothing  to  your  purpose :  the  present  loxd  [  Wal* 
degrave]  bought  all  the  furniture  pictures  at  Nayestodc  [in  Essex] : 
{he  few  now  to  be  sold  are  the  very  fine  ones  of  the  best  masters, 
and  likely  to  go  at  vast  prices,  for  there  are  several  people  deter- 
mined  to  have  some  one  thing  that  belonged  to  Lord  Waldegrave. 
I  did  not  get  the  catalogue  till  the  night  before  last,  too  late  to  send 
by  the  post,  for  I  had  dined  with  Sir  Bichard  Lyttelton  at  Richmond, 
and  was  forced  to  return  by  Kew-bridge,  for  the  Thames  was  swelled 
so  violently  that  the  ferry  could  not  work  I  am  here  quite  alone 
in  the  midst  of  a  deluge,  without  Mrs.  Noah,  but  with  half  as  many 
animals.  The  waters  axe  as  much  out  as  they  were  last  year,  when 
her  vice-majesty  of  Lreland  [Countess  of  Northumberland],  that 
now  is  sailed  to  Newmarket  with  both  Iqjs  out  at  the  fore  glass,  was 
here.  Apropos^  the  Ixish  court  goes  on  ill ;  they  lost  a  question  by 
forty  the  very  first  day  on  the  address.  The  Irish  not  being  so 
absurd  or  so  compUmental  as  Mr.  Allen,  they  would  not  suffer  the 
word  adequate  to  pass.*  The  Prime  Minister  is  so  unpopular  that 
fliey  think  he  must  be  sent  back.  His  patent  and  Bigby's  are  called 
in  question.    You  see  the  age  is  not  favourable  to  Prime  Ministers : 

>  Tbh  gmtianui  waa  iiaiFvUiiif  tutor  to  Lord  H«fftliMd'«  oldoti  ton,  and  had  baan 
lataly  radding  with  bim  at  Bhaima.— Cbokba.    ^ 

*  Fnuda,  aftarwaxda  aaoond  Marqnla  of  Hortfoid,  who  diod  in  tho  yaar  ISSS.— 
Wbiort. 

*  DftTid  HnmOy  tha  hlatorlan.  Ha  waa  at  fint  privata  aaerataiy  to  Laid  Hactfoid, 
and  aftarwarda  laeratary  of  ambaaiy. — Wnionv. 

^  To  prorant  tha  praiantation  of  a  mora  oltjaotionabla  addma  from  tha  oorporatlon 
of  Bath,  in  Ikvonr  of  tha  paaca,  Mr.  AUan  had  aaonrad  tha  introdnation  of  tha  word 
odegwofa  into  tha  ona  agreed  to;  which  gara  aadi  oflTanaa  to  Mr.  PiU  that  horafuad 
to  preaaat  ii— Wbioht 
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well  I  I  am  going  amidst  it  all,  very  miwilliiifl^y ;  I  had  rather  stay 
liere,  for  I  am  dok  of  the  atoima,  that  onee  loyed  them  ao  oordially : 
orm  and  aboye,  I  am  not  well ;  this  is  the  third  winter  my  nighUy 
fever  has  retomed ;  it  oomes  like  the  bellman  before  Chxiatmaay  to 
put  me  in  mind  of  my  mortality. 

Sir  Minhael  Foster'  is  dead,  a  Whig  of  the  old  rock:  he  is  a 
greater  loss  to  his  ooontry  than  the  prim  Attemey-General  [Qiarles 
Yorke],  who  has  resigned,  or  thmi  the  Attorney's  fiMher  [Lord 
Haidwieke],  who  is  dying,  wiU  be. 

My  Gbllray  ib  still  in  snsh  request,  that,  though  the  middle  of 
November,  I  gave  oat  a  ticket  to-day  hr  seeing  it  I  see  little  of  it 
mysd^  tor  I  cannot  sit  alone  in  snch  state ;  I  should  think  myself 
like  the  mad  DuoheBS  of  Albemarle,*  who  £uieied  herself  Empress  of 
Cfliina.    Adieu! 


SSI.  TO  TBI  SABL  OF  HXSTrOHD. 

AHmgt^m  8kmt,  N09. 17, 176S. 

If  the  winter  keeps  up  to  the  vivacity  of  its  d^but,  you  will  have 
no  reason  to  complain  of  the  steiiliiy  of  my  letters.  I  do  not  say 
this  from  the  spirit  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  thefirst  day,' which 
vras  the  most  fatiguing  and  dull  debate  I  ever  heard,  dull  as  I  have 
heard  many ;  and  yet  for  the  first  quarter  of  an  hour  it  looked  as  if 
we  were  met  to  choose  a  King  of  Poland,  and  that  aU  our  names 
ended  in  itiky.  Wilkes,  the  night  before,  had  presented  himself  at 
the  Cockpit :  as  he  was  listening  to  the  Speech,*  Oeoige  Selwyn  said 

>  Sir  Midiael  Fotter,  om  of  Uie  Jadgw  In  tlie  «mrt  of  KIb|^i  Boadi,  ditd  Nov.  7* 
17S8.    He  U  and*  Immortal  bJt]MBMciad^- 

"At  MmmHhIiI  wIm^  and  m  oU  Footer  Juli.*'—<)inr>iMOHAic 

*  BllmbeUi  GoTondlili,  widow  of  Chrletophor  Duke  of  AlbemeilOi  and  wife  of  Balpk 
Doko  of  Mo&tegii.  See  the  itoiy  to  whieh  Walpole  lefere  told  iaa  note  to  Omofer, 
od.  1776»  ToL  It.IML  Giueer  adda  tliafc  keowea  the  note  to  Mr.  Hoiaee  WalpoleL— 
CnnmmBAM. 

'  Fariiament  met  on  tbe  16th  of  KoTomber.  The  pnblio  mind  waa  at  thia  moment 
In  n  eonaldenble  ferment^and  the  King*a  speeeh  InTited  Parliament  "to  diieonnge 
thai  Ueentlena  aplrit  which  li  lepngnant  to  the  tme  piinelplea  of  libertj  and  of  tUa 
happj  oonatitntlon."  It  waa  expected  that  theae  worda  would,  from  their  being  nnder- 
atood  aa  a  direct  attack  on  Mr.  Wllkea,  hare  opened  a  debate  on  hla  qnettion,  which 
waa  then  nppermoat  in  erery  mind ;  but  the  oppodtlon  were  nnwillii^gf  to  pot  them- 
aelvea  nnder  the  dimdvantage  of  oppocing  the  addrem  and  of  excepting  agalnat 
wwdi^  which.  In  their  geneial  meaidng,  were  nnexceptlonaMe ;  th^,  thereifore,  had 
noooiae  to  the  preceedinga  ao  weU  deicribed  in  tUa  letter.— Caonia. 

^  The  King'a  apeech,  which  la  now  read  at  the  hooae  of  the  miniater,  to  n  aelection 
of  the  frienda  of  goremmenti  waa  formerly  read  at  the  Cockpit  [at  Whitehall,  where 
thi8ecrataiy  of  State'a  oStoe  waa]»  and  all  who  choae  attended.— CaoMUU 
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to  him,  in  the  woids  of  iihe  Bunciad,  ''May  Heaven  preBenre  the 
ean  you  lend  I " '  We  lost  four  hoozs  debating  whetLer  or  not  it 
was  neoossary  to  open  the  eesaion  with  reading  a  bilL  The  oppodte 
flidesy  at  the  same  tune,  pushing  to  get  the  start,  between  the  King's 
message,  which  Mr.  Grenyille  stood  at  the  bar  to  present,  and  whieh 
was  to  aoqaaint  us  with  the  arrest  of  Wilkes  and  all  that  affair,  and 
the  complaint  which  Wilkes  himself  stood  up  to  make.  At  six  we 
divided  on  the  question  of  reading  a  bilL  Young  Thomas  Town- 
shcnd '  divided  the  House  injudiciously,  as  the  question  was  so  idle ; 
yet  the  whole  argument  of  the  day  had  been  so  complicated  with 
this  question,  that  in  effect  it  became  the  material  question  for  tiying 
forces.  This  will  be  an  interesting  part  to  you,  when  you  hear  that 
your  brother  [Mr.  C!onway]  and  I  were  in  tibie  minority.  You  know 
hinif  and  therefore  know  he  did  what  he  thought  right;  and  for  me, 
my  dear  lord,  you  must  know  that  I  would  die  in  the  House  for  its 
privileges,  and  the  liberty  of  the  press.  But  como,  don't  be  alarmed: 
this  will  have  no  consequences.  I  don't  think  your  brother  is  going 
into  opposition ;  and  for  me,  if  I  may  name  myself  to  your  affection 
after  Aim,  nothing  but  a  question  of  such  magnitude  can  cany  me  to 
the  House  at  alL  I  amsibk  of  parties  and  fistctions,  and  leave  them 
to  buy  and  sell  one  another.  Bless  me  I  I  had  foigot  the  numbers : 
they  were  300,  we  IIL  We  then  went  upon  the  King's  message ; 
heard  the  '  North  Briton '  read ;  and  Lord  North,*  who  took  the 
prosecution  upon  him  and  did  it  very  well,  moved  to  vote  it  a  scan- 
dalous libel,  &C.  tending  iofomemt  iretuonabh  insurreeHona.  Mr.  Pitt 
gave  up  the  paper,  but  fought  against  the  last  words  of  the  censure. 
I  say  Mr.  Pitt,  for  indeed,  like  Almanzor,  he  fought  almost  singly, 
and  spoke  forty  times :  the  first  time  in  the  day  with  much  wit, 
afterwards  with  little  energy.  He  had  a  tough  enemy  too ;  I  don't 
mean  in  parts  or  argument,  but  one  that  makes  an  excellent  bull^dog, 
the  Solicitor-General  Norton.  Legge  was,  as  usual,  conciso ;  and 
Charles  Townshend,  what  is  not  usual,  silent    We  sat  till  within 

*  Yet  (^  my  fona !  a  father's  words  attend ; 
So  may  the  Fatea  preserre  the  ears  you  lend.— Pc»p^  Th/B  Duneiad. 

— Wu«n. 

*  Afterwanb  [1783]  Lord  Sydney  [of  ChiilehiirBt  and  St  Leonards,  died  Jnae  18, 

1800].    The  Townshends  were  nqiposed  to  be  my  onsteady,  if  not  flckle,  in  their 

poUtioal  eondaet ;  a  eireomstance  whieh  gives  point  to  Goldsmith's  mention  of  this 

Mr.  Town^nd  in  his  character  of  Burke : — 


yet  straining  his  throat 


To  persuade  Tommy  Townshend  to  lend  liim  a  Tote. — CaoB«&. 
'  Lord  North  was  at  this  time  one  of  the  Junior  lords  of  the  Trsasufy.^ Wmobv. 
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few  minutes  of  two,  after  dinding  again;  we,  our  ezaet  former 
nnmber.  111 ;  they,  373 ;  and  then  we  adjourned  to  go  on  the  point 
of  pmrflege  the  nest  day ;  but  now 

Utiea,  lordingi,  and  hold  yon  itin ; 
Of  dooi^  deeda  taU  yra  I  wUL 

Martin,'  in  the  debate,  mentioned  the  'North  Briton,'  in  which  lie 
himself  had  been  so  heayily  abased ;  and  he  said,  "  whoeyer  stabs 
a  reputation  in  the  dark,  without  setting  his  name,  is  a  oowardly, 
malignant,  and '  scandalous  sooundreL''  This,  looking  at  Wilkes,  he 
repeated  twice,  with  such  rage  and  violence,  that  he  owned  his 
passion  obliged  him  to  sit  down.  Wilkes  bore  this  with  the  same 
indifference  as  he  did  all  that  passed  in  the  day.  The  House  too, 
who  from  Martin's  choosing  to  take  a  public  opportunity  of  resent* 
ment,  when  he  had  so  long  declined  any  private  notice,  and  aftei 
Wilkes's  courage  was  become  so  problematic,  seemed  to  think  there 
was  no  danger  of  such  champions  going  further;  but  flie  next  day, 
when  we  came  into  the  House,  the  first  thing  we  heard  was  that 
Martin  had  shot  Wilkes:  so  he  had ;  but  Wilkes  has  six  lives  still 
good.  It  seems  Wilkes  had  writ,  to  avow  the  paper,  to  Martin,  on 
which  the  latter  chaUoDged  him.  They  went  into  Hyde-park  about 
noon ;  Humphrey  Cotes,  the  wine-merohant,  waitbg  in  a  post- 
chaise  to  convey  Wilkes  away  if  triumphant.  They  fired  at  the 
distance  of  fourteen  yards :  both  missed.  Then  Martm  fired  and 
lodged  a  ball  in  the  side  of  Wilkes ;  who  was  going  to  return  it,  but 
dropped  his  pistoL  He  desired  Martin  to  take  care  of  securing 
himself,  and  assured  him  he  would  never  say  a  word  against  him, 
and  he  allows  that  Martin  behaved  welL  The  wound  yesterday  was 
thought  little  more  than  a  flesh-wound,  and  he  was  iu  his  old  spirits. 
To-day  the  account  is  worse,  and  he  has  been  delirious :  so  you  will 
think  when  you  hear  what  is  to  come.  I  think,  from  the  agitation 
his  mind  must  be  in,  from  his  spirits,  and  from  drinking,  as  I  sup- 
pose he  will,  that  he  probably  will  end  here.  He  puts  me  in  mind 
of  two  lines  of  Hudibras,'  which,  by  the  arrangement  of  the  words 
combined  with  Wilkes's  story,  are  stronger  than  Butier  intended 

Hiem  >^ 

Bat  he  tliat  Sghto  and  mas  avay 
Mmj  lire  to  Sgbi  another  day. 


1  Wilkea'  and  Walpole'a  Samuel  Martin,  ante,  p.  Si>.— Cuvvivmux. 
'  Theae  liasa,  and  two  othen,  nsaallj  appended  to  then-^ 

<'He  thai  U  in  battle  ihiin 
Can  nerer  rise  to  ftght  agidtty**  * 
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His  adTentares  with  Lord  TalboV  Forbesy*  and  Mariiii,  make  these 
linea  history. 

Now  for  Part  Ihe  Seoond*  On  the  first  day,  in  po9tr  Hoose, 
where  the  address  was  moTed  by  Lord  Hillsborough  and  Lord 
Suffolk,  after  some  wrangling  between  Lord  Temple,  Lord  Hafifiuc, 
the  Duke  of  Bedford,  and  Lord  Oower ;  Lord  Bandwioh*  laid  hefore 
the  House  the  most  blasphemous  and  indecent  poem  that  ever  was 
composed,  called  **  An  Essay  on  Woman,  with  notes,  by  Dr.  War- 
bnrton/'*  I  will  tell  you  none  of  the  partumlars :  tliey  were  so 
exceedingly  bad,  that  Lord  Lyttelton  begged  the  reading  might 
he  stopped.  The  House  was  amazed;  nobody  yentured  even  to 
ask  a  question :  so  it  was  easily  voted  everything  you  pleae^  and 
a  breadi  of  privilege  into  the  bargain.  Lord  Sandwich  then 
informed  your  Lordships  that  Mr.  Wilkes  was  the  author.'  Four- 
teen copies  alone  were  printed,  one  of  which  the  ministry  had 

tnnoiUk  HndibiMi    Bntlor hutbe aam« thooglit  In  two Uaw 

"  For  thoM  iluU  fly  nifty  ^t  iSftiHi 
WUeh  he  cfto  naTcr  do  Uiai'i  slain." 

FM  iiu  OanL  S»  248w—Cw>kiil 
>  At  tbo  eoioiiatloB«  Lord  Mbot,  u  lofd  itowinl,  appeared  on  honeba^  In  Weii* 
mlneter-halL  His  hone  had  been,  al  namerous  nheanila»  ao  attidnonaly  teaiaed  to 
perform  what  waa  thoo^t  the  moat  diflicalt  part  of  hia  daty,  namely,  the  retiring 
badtwarda  from  the  royal  toble,  that,  at  the  eeremony  itaelf,  no  art  of  Ua  ridor  eovld 
pieront  tha  too  docile  animal  from  making  his  approaehes  to  the  royal  presenoe  tall 
foremoat.  This  ridiealons  incident  waa  the  oocaiion  of  aome  sareaatie  romaika  in  the 
'  North  Briton,'  of  the  21st  Angost^  wliidi  led  to  a  oorrespondenee  between  Lord 
Talbot  and  Mr.  WUkea,  and  nKimately  to  a  dvel  in  the  garden  of  the  Red  Lion  Inn. 
at  Bagihot— Cbokbb. 

*  A  yonng  Scotch  ofl&cer,  of  the  name  of  Forties,  fJMtened  a  qnanel  on  Mr.  Wflkei^ 
in  Paris,  for  baring  written  against  BooUaad,  and  insisted  on  his  fighting  him.  Wilkes 
deelined  nntll  he  shoold  have  settled  an  engagement  of  the  same  nature  which  ka  had 
with  Lord  Sgremont  Jnst  at  this  time  Lord  Bgremont  died,  and  Wilkes  Imasedtotelj 
offered  to  meet  Captain  FortMS  at  Menin,  in  FUndersL  By  some  mistake  Forbea  did 
not  appear,  and  the  aflhlr  blew  otot.  A  long  eontroTorsy  was  kept  np  on  the  sntjeet 
by  partisans  in  the  newspapers;  bat  on  the  whole  it  Is  impossible  to  deny  that  Foibes^s 
oondoet  waa  hasty  and  foolish,  and  that  Wilkes  behared  himself  like  a  man  of  temper 
and  honour. — Caosuu 

*  At  this  time  seeretaiy  of  states  "  It  is  a  great  mengr,"  says  Lord  Chesterfield,  In 
a  letter  to  his  son,  of  the  8rd  of  Deeember,  "that  Mr.  Wilke%  the  Intrepid  ddbnder  of 
oar  rights  and  liberties,  is  oat  of  danger ;  and  It  is  no  less  a  merej,  that  Qod  haa 
raised  np  the  Barl  of  Sandwidi,  to  rindicato  and  promote  trae  religion  and  morality. 
These  two  blessings  will  Jnstly  make  an  epoch  In  the  annals  of  this  eQantry.''^-WnMR^ 

*  The  Bishop  ^  Olonoester,  whose  laborioas  commentaries  on  Pope's  Essay  on  Man 
gave  Wilkes  the  idea  of  fktherlng  on  him  the  notes  on  the  Essay  on  Woman. — 
CaoKia. 

*  The  anther  of  this  "  indecent  patehworic "  as  Walpole  himself  afterwards  disooTered 
was  not  Wllfcea,  bat  Thomas  Potter,  son  of  the  late  Archbishop  of  Canteriiaiy.  See 
WalpoU'9  Otorffe  IlL,  toL  L  p.  810—812,  and  ChnnhiU's  Dedication  of  his  SermofU 
to  Warbnrton.  See  al^o  Nc*«»  and  Queri€$  for  Jnly,  1857.  For  Potter,  who  died  In 
1789^  see  toL  IL  p.  99.— GvnmvoBAic* 
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bribed  the  printer  to  gire  up.  Lord  Temple  then  objeeted  to  the 
manner  of  obtaining  it ;  and  Biahop  Warborton,  ae  mneb  aboeked 
at  infidelitjr  as  Lord  Sandwich  had  been  at  obeoenityy  said*  ''the 
blackeet  fiends  in  hell  wonld  not  keep  company  inth  Wilkes  when 
he  shoold  anire  there."  Lord  Sandwich  moved  to  Yote  Wilkes  the 
author;  bat  fliis  Lord  Mansfield  stopped,  advertising  the  Honse 
that  it  was  necessary  first  to  hear  what  Wilkes  oonld  say  in  his 
defence.  To-day,  therefore,  was  appointed  for  that  pnipose;  but 
it  has  been  put  off  by  Martin's  lodging  a  coMot?  This  bomb  was 
certainly  well  conducted,  and  the  seoreti  though  known  to  many, 
well  kept  The  management  is  worthy  of  liord  Sandwich,  and  like 
him.  It  may  sound  odd  for  me,  with  my  principles,  to  admire  Lord 
Sandwich ;  but  besides  that  he  has  in  several  instances  been  very 
obliging  to  me,  thore  is  a  good  humour  and  an  industry  about  him 
thatare  very  unconmion.  I  do  not  admire  politicians;  but  when  they 
are  excellent  in  their  way,  one  cannot  help  allowing  them  their  due. 
Nobody  but  he  could  have  struck  a  stroke  like  this. 

Yesterday  we  sat  till  eight  on  the  address,  which  yet  passed 
without  a  negative :  we  had  two  very  long  speeches  from  Mr.  Pitt 
and  Mr.  Qrenville ;  many  fine  parts  in  eacL  Mr.  Pitt  has  given 
the  latter  some  strong  words,  yet  not  so  many  as  were  expected.* 
To-morrow  we  go  on  the  great  question  of  privilege ;  but  I  must 
send  this  away,  as  we  have  no  chance  of  leaving  the  House  before 
midnight,  if  before  next  morning. 

This  long  letter  contains  the  history  of  but  two  days ;  yet  if  two 
days  furnish  a  history,  it  is  not  my  &ult.    The  Mixustry,  I  think, 

*  Dr.  Bixdi,  In  s  letter  to  Lord  Boytton,  girei  tbe  fbUowlDg  seeovnt  of  what  pewed 
in  tlie  Hoaie  of  Lorde  os  thU  oeeeslon  ^  •"  The  lenioii  eommeneed  with  a  eemplslftt 
made  bj  Lord  Ssadirleli  egaintt  Mr.  WOkei  for  »  braeh  of  priTilege  la  being  the 
mihor  of  a  poem  full  of  obieenity  and  blaaphemji  intituled  '  An  Kmay  on  Woman,' 
with  notety  nnder  the  name  of  Uie  Bldiop  of  Oloncetter.  His  letters,  wldch  dieoorered 
the  pieee  wai  hit*  had  been  leiied  at  Keanley*!  the  bookMller,  when  the  latter  waa 
taken  np  for  pnbliihittg  No.  45  of  the '  North  Briton.'  Lord  Temple  and  Lord  fiandja 
objeeted  to  the  reading  letten,  till  the  teeretary  of  ttate'i  warranty  by  which  Keanlqr 
had  been  arretted,  had  been  prodneed  and  shown  to  be  a  legal  act ;  bnt  thia  ol^ieetlon 
bdng  orermled,  Uie  Lords  Toted  the  Ecaay  a  meet  icandaloaf^  obceene,  and  Impiona 
libel,  and  a^Joorned  the  fiurther  conaideration  of  the  rabject,  ai  fiur  aa  eoneemed  the 
anthor,  till  the  Thnnday  following.**— WaioB*. 

*  Lord  Harrington,  in  a  letter  to  Sir  Andrew  Mitchell,  girec  the  following  aoconnt 
of  Mr.  Fitt'a  spoMh :— "  He  epoke  with  great  ability,  and  Ihe  ntmoet  degree  of  temper: 
he  spoke  cirilly,  and  not  nnfidrly,  of  the  mintften ;  bnt  of  the  King  he  said  ererything 
which  dnty  and  affection  eonld  inaplre.  The  effect  of  this  was  a  Tote  for  an  address^ 
ncflk  con.  I  think,  if  Jfft^  thowand  pound*  had  been  giren  for  that  speedi,  it  wonld 
haTo  been  well  expended.  It  secures  ns  a  qnlet  session."  See  Chatham  Ourrttpandinmg 
foL  IL  p.  262.— Waiont. 
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may  do  whatever  ihejr  pleaae.  Three  handled,  that  will  give  op 
fheir  own  privilegeBy  may  be  dep^ded  upon  forgiving  up  anytiung 
else*  I  have  not  tLme  or  room  to  ask  a  questiony  or  say  a  word 
more. 

Nov,  18,  Friday. 

I  have  laoldly  got  a  holiday,  and  can  oontinne  my  despatch,  as 
you  know  dinner-time  is  my  chief  honr  of  business.  The  Speaker 
[Cust],  unlike  Mr.  Onslow,  who  was  immortal  in  the  chair,  is  taken 
very  ill,  and  our  House  is  adjourned  to  Monday.  Wilkes  is  thought 
in  great  danger:  instead  of  keeping  him  quiet,  his  friends  have 
shown  their  zeal  by  vidting  him,  and  himself  has  been  all  spirits 
and  riot,  and  sat  up  in  his  bed  the  next  morning  to  correct  the  press 
for  to-morrow's  'North  Briton.'  His  bon-mots  are  all  over  the 
town,  but  too  gross,  I  think,  to  repeat;  the  chief  are  at  the  expense 
of  poor  Lord  George.'  Notwithstanding  Lord  Sandwich's  masked 
battery,  the  tide  runs  violraitly  for  Wilkes,  and  I  do  not  find  people 
in  general  so  inclined  to  excuse  his  lordship  as  I  was.  One  heim 
nothing  but  stories  of  the  latter's  impiety,  and  of  the  concert  he  was 
in  with  Wilkes  on  that  subject  Should  this  hero  die,  the  Bishop 
of  Gloucester  may  doom  him  whither  he  pleases,  but  Wilkes  will 
pass  for  a  saint  and  a  martyr. 

Besides  what  I  have  mentioned,  there  were  two  or  three  passages 
in  the  House  of  Lords  that  were  diverting.  Lord  Temple  dwelled 
much  on  the  Spanish  Ministry  being  devoted  to  France.  Lord 
Halifax  replied,  ''Can  we  help  thatP  We  can  no  more  oblige 
the  King  of  Spain  to  change  his  ministers,  than  his  lordship  can 
force  his  Maje^  to  change  the  present  administration."  Lord 
Gower,'  too,  attacking  Loi^  Temple  on  want  of  respect  to  the 
King,  the  Earl  replied,  "  he  never  had  wanted  respect  for  the  King: 
he  and  his  fSEunily  had  been  attached  to  the  House  of  Hanover  fuU 
as  long  as  his  lordship's  family  had." 

Ton  may  imagine  that  little  is  talked  of  but  Wilkes,  and  what 
relates  to  him.    Indeed,  I  believe  there  is  no  other  news,  but  that 

'  Probably  Lord  Gcorg«  SadEriUe,  lo  dlaagroeably  oelebnted  for  his  eondnei  »! 
Hinden ;  •Aenrardi  a  peer,  bj  the  title  of  Lord  Sackrille,  and  aeeretaiy  of  itate. 
In  the  '  North  Briton '  whidi  waa  in  preparation  when  Wilkes  was  taken  np,  he  adTlsed 
that  Lord  Qeoige  should  cany  the  moord  before  the  King  at  an  intended  thank^giTing. 


'  Oianyille  Lereson  Qower,  first  llarqnis  of  Stafford  (died  1808),  son  of  the  JaodhiU 
ijnA  Qower  (died  1754).  See  rol  L  p.  176,  and  Ryder^s  reply  to  the  Jaeohite  Lord 
Ck>wer,  in  toL  iL  p.  141.^€vav»«BAM. 
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Sir  George  Warren  manries  Min  Bishop,'  the  Maid  of  Honoiur. 
Hie  Bnchesa  of  Grafton  is  at  Eastoiiy  and  kopt^  to  stay  tiiere  till 
after  Ghristniaa.  Operas  do  not  begin  till  to*niORow  se'nnight; 
bat  ike  llGngotti  is  to  sing,  and  that  contents  me.  I  forgot  to  tdl 
yon,  and  you  may  wonder  at  hearing  nothing  of  flie  Reverend 
Mr.  Oharies  Pylades  [Ghnrchill],  while  Mr.  John  Orestes  [Wilkes] 
is  making  such  a  figure:  but  Dr.  Pylades,  the  poet,  has  fonaken 
his  consort  and  the  Mnses,  and  is  gone  oflP  witii  a  stone-catter's 
danghter.  If  he  dionld  come  and  oflBsr  himself  to  yon  for  <*ftplwn 
to  the  embassy  I 

The  Oonntess  of  Harrington  [Caroline  Fitsroy]  was  extremely 
alarmed  last  Sunday,  on  seeing  the  I>iic  de  Perquigny  enter  hinr 
assembly :  she  forbade  Lady  Oaroline*  q[)eaking  to  such  a  debauched 
young  man,  and  commnnicated  her  fright  to  everybody.  Hie 
Duchess  of  Bedford  observed  to  me  that  as  Lady  Berkeley*  and 
some  other  matrons  of  the  same  stamp  were  fliere,  she  fliought 
there  was  no  danger  of  any  violence  being' committed.  For  my 
part,  the  sisters  are  so  different,  that  I  condnde  my  Lady  Hertford 
has  not  fonnd  any  young  man  in  France  wild  enough  for  her.  Your 
counterparty  M.  de  Guerohy,  takes  eztreniely.  I  have  not  yet  seen 
his  wife. 

I  this  minute  received  your  diarming  long  letter  of  the  11th,  and 
give  you  a  thousand  thanks  for  it  I  wish  next  Tuesday  was  pasty 
for  Lady  Hertford's  sake.  You  may  depend  on  my  letting  you 
know,  if  I  hear  the  least  rumour  in  your  dis&vour.  I  should  do  so 
without  your  orders,  for  I  could  not  bear  to  have  you  traduced  and 
not  advertise  you  to  defend  yourself.  I  have  hitherto  not  heard 
a  syllable ;  but  the  newspapers  talk  of  your  magnificence,  and  I 
approve  extremely  your  intending  to  support  their  evidence;  for 
though  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  scatter  pearls  and  diamonds 
about  the  streets  like  their  vice-majesties  *  of  Ireland,  one  owes  it  to 
one's  self  and  to  the  long's  choice  to  prove  it  was  weU  made. 

The  colour  given  at  Paris  to  Bunbuiy's*  stay  in  England  has 

>  Thflj  wore  married  Fek  4, 1764^— OravivsHAiL 

*  Lidj  Gaxoline  Stanhope,  her  eldett  daoghtor,  aftenrwdt  Tiiooiiiiie«  Foriroie. 
She  died  la  17S7,  At  the  age  of  twenty. — ^Waioav.  . 

'  SliaabethDnz,wilbof  Ang!iatiia,lbarthBariBeitel^:  ahe  had  heen  lady  of  the 
bedchamber  to  the  PvineeMdowager. — WaioBT. 

^  Hugh,  Earl  and  afterwaida  Duke  of  Northunberiand,  and  hia  lady,  Eliiabeth 
Seymour,  only  aonriving  child  of  Algernon  Doke  of  Somenet^  and  heireai,  Ipr  her 
grandmother,  of  the  Peielea.^WBioHT, 

*  Sir  Chailea  Bnnbniy,  Bart  The  reaaoa  evidently  wai^  that  he  remained  to  vofta 
tai  the  Honae  of  Commona.— ^TaoKmu 

VOL.   IT.  K 
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been  gxren  oat  here  too.  Yoa  need  iiot»  I  think.  tiouUe  yomtdf 
about  that ;  a  majority  of  three  hundred  will  soon  flhow»  that  if  ha 
waa  detained,  the  leaeon  at  kart  no  longer  subakis. 

Hamilton  [Sinj^e-Speedi]  is  oertainly  retnming  fix>m  Ireland. 
Lord  Shannon's'  son  is  gomg  to  marry  the  leaker's  dang^ter, 
and  the  Primate  has  begged  to  have  the  honour  of  joining  their 

This  letter  is  woelblly  blotted  and  ill-written,  yet  I  must  say  it  is 
print  oompared  to  your  lordship's.  At  first  I  thought  you  had  forgot 
that  you  was  not  writing  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  had  put  it 
into  cipher.  Adieul  I  am  neither  dead  of  my  feyer  nor  apopleiy, 
nay,  nor  of  the  House  of  Commons.  I  rather  thLjc  the  violent  heat  of 
the  latter  did  me  good.  Lady  Aylesbury  was  at  oourt  yesterday, 
and  benignly  reoeiyed ;'  a  oiroumstanoe  you  will  not  dislike. 

P  j3.  If  I  haye  not  told  you  all  you  want  to  know,  interrogate  me, 
and  I  will  answer  the  next  post 


S8S.    TO  8IB  HORACS  UANIT. 

AHiHffUm  Strtd,  Nov.  17. 17SS. 

The  campaign  is  opened,  hostilities  begun,  and  blood  shed. 
Now  you  think,  my  dear  Sir,  that  all  this  is  metaphor,  and  mere 
eloquence.  You  are  mistaken :  our  diets,  like  that  approaching  in 
Poland,  use  other  weapons  than  the  tongue ;  ay,  in  good  truth,  and 
they  who  use  the  tongue  too,  and  who  perhaps  you  are  under  flie 
common  eiror  of  thinking  would  not  fight,  haye  signalised  their 
prowess.  But  stay,  I  wiU  tell  you  my  story  more  methodically ; 
perhaps  you  shall  not  know  for  fliese  tvro  pages  what  member  of  flie 
Britieli  Senate,  of  that  august  diyan  whose  wisdom  influences  the 
councils  of  all  Europe,  as  its  incorrupt  yirtne  recalls  to  mind  the 

*  Ridiard  Loid  BoyK  eldeit  loii  of  the  lint  Bad  of  Skaanoa,  numrlod.  In  the  fol- 
lowing month,  Gathirlno,  eldest  denghter  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Poneonby,  Speaker 
of  the  Irish  Honse  of  Commons,  by  Ledj  Ellen  OaTendiih,  seoond  denghter  of  the 
third  Deke  of  Devonshire.  Lord  Shannon,  Mr.  Ponsonbj,  and  the  Primate,  Dr. 
George  Stone,  Arehbisliop  of  Armagh,  were  the  mllng  trinmTinte  of  Irsland.  Th^ 
were  fonr  times  dednred  lords  Justices  of  that  kingdom.  Some  diflbrenees  had,  how* 
e?er,  oeenrred  between  these  great  leaden,  whieh  Mr.  Walpole  Inslnnatss  thai  thla 
marriage  waa  likely  to  heal— Caona. 

f  The  benignity  of  her  reeeptlon  at  oourt  Is  notieed,  beeanse  Qeneral  Oonwi/a  late 
Totes  against  the  minister  might  natnnlly  hare  displeased  the  King,  to  whom  he 
groom  of  the  bedchamber. — OaatrntL, 
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purest  ages  of  Borne,  wai  shot  in  4  duel  yestoiday  in  flyde  Paik. 
The  Parliament  met  on  Tuesday.  We— for  you  know  I  luiTetiba 
honour  of  being  a  senator— sat  till  two  in  the  morning;  and  had  it 
not  been  that  there  is  always  more  oratory,  more  good  sense,  more 
knowledge,  and  more  sonnd  reasoning  in  the  House  of  Oommons, 
than  in  the  rest  of  the  nnlyerse  put  together,  the  Hoose  of  Lords 
only  ezoepted,  I  should  have  thought  it  as  tedious,  dull,  and  un- 
entertainbiig  a  debate  as  erer  I  heard  in  my  days.  The  business 
was  a  complaint  made  by  one  King  George  of  a  certain  paper  oalled 
'  the  Norfli  Briton,'  No.  45,  whidh  Ihe  said  King  asserted  was 
written  by  a  mudli  more  fitmous  man  oalled  Mr.  Wilkes. — Well  I 
and  so  you  imagine  that  Mr.  Wilkes  and  King  George  went  from 
the  House  of  Commons  and  fought  out  their  quarrel  in  Hyde-Park  f 
And  which  do  you  guess  was  killed  f  A^oin  yon  are  mistaken. 
Mr.  Wilkes,  with  all  the  impartiality  in  the  world,  and  with  the 
phlegm  of  an  Areopagite,  sat  and  heiud  the  whole  matter  disenssed* 
and  now  and  then  put  in  a  word,  as  if  the  aflSur  did  not  concem 
Mm.  The  House  of  Oommons,  who  would  be  wisdom  itself,  if  they 
could  but  all  agree  on  which  side  of  a  question  wisdom  lies,  and 
who  are  sometimes  fenced  to  divide  in  (nrder  to  find  this  out,  did 
divide  twice  on  (his  affidr.  The  first  time,  one  hundred  and  eleven, 
of  which  I  had  the  misfortune  to  be  one,  had  more  curiosity  to  hear 
Mr.  Wilkes's  story  than  King  Gteorge's ;  but  three  hundred  being  of 
the  contrary  opinion,  it  was  plain  they  were  in  the  right,  especially  as 
they  had  no  privat$  motives  to  guide  them.  Again,  the  individual 
one  hundred-and-eleven  could  not  see  that  *  the  North  Briton ' 
tended  to  Ibment  treasonable  insurrections,  though  we  had  it 
argnmentatively  demonstrated  to  us  for  seven  hours  together :  but 
the  moment  we  heard  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  gentlemen 
counted,  it  grew  as  plain  to  us  as  a  pike-staff,  fer  a  syllogism  carries 
leas  conviction  than  a  superior  numbor,  (hough  that  number  does 
not  use  the  least  force  upon  earth,  but  only  walk  peaceably  out  of 
the  house  and  into  it  again.  The  next  day  wo  were  to  be  in  the 
same  fmmerieal  way  convinced  that  we  ought  to  be  but  one  hundred 
and  ten,  for  that  we  ought  to  expel  Mr.  Wilkes  out  of  the  house : 
and  the  majority  were  to  prove  to  us  (for  we  are  slow  of  compre- 
hension, and  imbibe  instruction  very  deliberately)  that  in  order  to 
have  all  London  acquainted  with  the  person  and  features  of 
Mr.  Wilkes,  it  would  be  necessary  to  set  him  on  a  high  place  called 
the  piUory,  where  everybody  might  see  him  at  leisure.  Some  were 
even  almost  ready  to  think  that,  being  a  very  uc^y  man,  he  would 
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look  better  niQioiit  his  e«n;  and  poor  Sir  THlfieia  8taiiIiope»  ivho 
endeaTOQied  all  day  by  the  bdp  of  a  trumpet  to  liaten  to  theae  wiae 
debatea  and  fimnd  it  to  no  porpose,  aai^  **  11  they  want  a  pair  of 
ears  they  may  take  mine,  for  I  am  sore  they  are  of  no  use  to  me/'* 
The  regdarityy  however,  of  flieae  systematic  prooeeding^  been  a 
little  intemi^ed.  One  Mr.  Martin,  who  has  mudi  the  same 
qnarrd  wiHt  Mr.  Wilkes  as  King  George^  and  who  diose  to 
suspend  his  resentment  like  lus  Majesty,  till  with  proper  dignity  he 
oonld  notify  his  wrath  to  Parliament,  did  esquress  his  indignation 
with  rather  less  temper  than  the  Sing  had  done,  calling  Mr.  Wilkes 
to  lus  &oe  c&wardlp  wrnndrel^  which  yon,  who  represent  monamhi^ 
know,  is  not  royal  language.  Mr.  "Wilkes,  who,  it  seems,  whatever 
may  have  been  thought,  had  rather  die  compendiously  than  piece* 
meal,  inquired  of  Mr.  Martin  by  letter  next  moning,  tf  he^ 
Mr.  Wilkes,  was  meant  by  him,  Mr.  Martin,  under  the  peri^irasis 
GomarHy  ieoundrel  Mr.  Martin  replied  in  the  affirmative^  and 
accompanied  his  answer  with  a  challenge.  Ihey  immediately  went 
into  Hyde-Park ;  and,  at  the  second  fire,  Mr.  Wilkes  received  a 
bullet  in  his  body.  Don't  be  frightened,  the  wound  was  not  mortal 
— at  least  it  was  not  yesterday.  Being  coiporaUy  deliiious  to- 
day, as  he  has  been  mentally  some  time,  I  cannci  tell  what  to 
say  to  it  However  the  breed  will  not  be  lost,  if  he  should  die. 
You  have  stiU  countrymen  enough  left:  we  need  not  despair  of 
amusemeni 

Now,  would  not  you  think  that  fliis  mati  had  made  noise  enough, 
and  that  he  had  no  occasion  to  bum  a  temple  to  perpetuate  his 
nameP  Alas,  alas  I  there  ib  nothing  like  having  two  strings  to 
one's  bow.  The  very  day  in  which  the  scene  I  have  mentioned 
passed  in  the  House  of  Oommons,  Lord  Sandwich  produced  to  the 
Lords  a  poem,  called  an  Asoy  <m  Wwum^  written  by  the  same 
Mr.  Willm,  though  others  say,  only  enlarged  by  him  fitm  a  sketch 
drawn  by  a  late  son'  of  a  late  archbishop.  It  is  a  parody  on  Pope's 
**  Essay  on  Man ; ''  and,  like  that,  pretending  to  notes  by  Dr.  War» 
burton,  the  present  holy  and  orthodox  Bishop  of  Oloncestv.  The 
piece,  indeed,  was  only  printed,  and  only  fourteen  copies,  but  never 

'  The  greit  Loid  Ghflileiield,  Sir  WQUain*!  brotlMr,  wu.  It  wiU  bt  lemembend, 
equally  deaf.  "  Here  Is  a  plienomeiioii  eome  in  to  dinner,  tlie  Eari  of  Gherterfleld, 
looking  at  well  as  I  hate  seen  him  these  many  yean.  He  says  he  shall  not  be  psr- 
fecUy  so  tffl  Haaid  eomes  in.  He  is  as  deaf  as  the  die  bos.*'  J9^«y  to  the  IMv  ^ 
Betf/ard,  n,  d.-— OwviaoBAM. 

'  Thomas  Potter  [died  17591  son  of  Dr.  Potter,  Archbishop  of  Oanteibuy.^ 
Wiuou.   See  Toi  tt.  p. 
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pabUshod.'  Kr.  Wilkes  oomplains  tiiat  he  never  read  it  but  to  two 
penonSy  wlio  both  approved  it  hi^y,  Lotd  Sudwioh  and  Lotd 
BeBpenoer.*  The  style,  to  be  sure,  is  at  least  not  unlike  tiiat  of  the 
last  The  widrod  eren  affinn,  that  very  lately,  at  a  dub*  wifli 
Mr.  Wilkes,  held  at  the  iiofp  of  the  playhouse  in  Dnuy  Lane,  Lord 
Sandwieh  talked  so  profimely  that  he  drore  two  harleqtdns  ont  of 
company.  You  will  dlow,  however,  that  the  production  of  this  poem 
so  criticelly  was  masterly :  the  seeret  too  was  well  kept :  nor  till  a 
vote  was  passed  against  it,  did  even  Lord  Temple  snqiect  who  was 
fhe  author.  If  Mr.  Martin  has  not  killed  him,  nor  should  we,  you 
see  here  are  fieiggots  enough  in  store  for  him  stilL  Hie  Bishop  of 
Oloueester,  who  shudders  at  abuse  and  infidelity,  has  been  measuring 
out  ground  in  Smithfield  for  his  ezeeutiim ;  and  in  his  speedh  begged 
flie  devil's  pardon  for  comparing  him  to  Wilkes. 

Well,  now  I  after  all,  do  you  with  your  plain  Florentine  under* 
standing  comprehend  one  word  of  what  I  have  been  saying  f  Do 
you  think  me  or  your  countrymen  quite  distracted  ?  Go,  turn  to 
your  Livy,  to  your  history  of  Athens,  toyour  lifeof  SachevereL  Find 
upon  record  what  mankind  has  been,  and  then  you  will  believe  what 
it  is.  We  are  poor  pigmy,  short-lived  animals,  but  we  are  comical, 
— ^I  don't  think  the  curtain  foUen  and  the  drama  dosed.  Three 
hundred  is  an  omnipotent  number,  and  may  do  whatever  it  will ; 
and  yet  I  think  tiiere  are  some  single  men,  whom  three  hundred 
cannot  convince.  Well,  but  then  they  may  cut  their  ears  off;  I 
don't  see  what  could  hinder  it    Adieu  t 


883.    TO  GEOROX  MONTAOU,  BSa 

Ariingitm  Skrmt,  ^ov.  90, 1788. 

Tou  are  in  the  wrong ;  believe  me  you  are  in  the  wrongs  to  stay 
in  the  oonntry ;  London  never  was  so  entertaining  since  it  had  a 
steeple  or  a  mad-house.  Cowards  fight  duels ;  Secretaries  of  State 
turn  Mediodists  on  the  Tuesday,  and  are  expelled  the  playhouse  for 
bkaphemy  on  Friday.    I  am  not  turned  Methodist,  but  patriot,  and 

'  A  tofj  li  not  now  known  to  exist.  It  eonuntneed,  "  Awako  my  Vanny,"  meaaiDg 
Finny  Mnmy  (rol  iL  p.  88  and  p.  188),  tlM  miitnii  of  Jack  Sponcer,  iad  after  hU 
deaAh  in  1748»  miitieM  of  Bean  Kaah.  She  manied  a  Mr.  Uoh,  and  died  in  1770. 
flee  Ifvie§  amd  Qturw  for  July,  184^7. — GoaiivaHAV. 

*  Sir  Franda  Daahwood,  Lord  Despeneer. — Waltolb. 

*  Tke  Beef-eteak  Clnb,  now  (1867)  kwated  orer  the  Lyoenm,  and  catted '  The  Steaka.' 
For  the  best  aoeonnt  of  thia  dab  lee  Hr.  Tom  Taylor's  artlde, '  The  Clnbs  of  London,' 
in '  The  National  BeTiew '  for  April  1867.— CuaaiBOBAX. 
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what  is  more  eaAnxaijjMixyt  am  not  goiiig  to  have  a  plaoe.    What 
is  more  wondarfbl  stilly  Loid  Hanhnet^  has  made  two  of  his  sons 
resigii  their  employmeiits.    I  know  my  letter  souids  as  enigmatie 
as  Merlin's  almimaek;  but  mp  events  haTe  really  happened.    I  had 
almost  persuaded  myself  like  yon  to  qoit  the  world ;  thank  my  stars 
I  did  not    Why,  I  have  done  nothing  but  laugh  since  last  Sunday ; 
tiiough  on  Tuesday  I  was  one  of  a  hundred  and  eWen,  who  were 
outvoted  by  three  hundred ;  no  laughing  matter  generally  to  a  irue 
patriot,  whether  he  thinks  his  country  undone  or  himsel£    Nay,  I 
am  still  more  absurd ;  even  fer  my  dear  country's  sake  I  cannot 
bring  myself  to  connect  with  Lord  Hardwioke,  or  the  Duke  of  New* 
castle,  though  they  are  in  ihe  minority— an  unprecedented  case,  not 
to  love  everybody  one  despises,  when  they  are  ^  the  same  side.   On 
the  contrary,  I  fear  I  resemble  a  fond  woman,  and  dote  on  the  deat 
hetrayer.  In  short,  and  to  write  something  thai  you  can  understand, 
you  know  I  have  long  had  a  partiality  for  your  cousin  Sandwich,  who 
has  out-Sandwiched  himseH    He  has  impeached  Wilkes  for  a  Uaa* 
phemous  poem,  and  has  been  expelled  for  blasphemy  himself  by  the 
Beef-steak  Club  at  Ooyent-gaiden.    Wilkes  has   been   shot   by 
Martin,  and  instead  of  beiDg  burnt  at  an  a«fe  dafe^  as  the  Bishop  of 
Olouoester  [Warburton]  intended,  is  reverenced  as  a  saint  by  the 
mob,  and  if  he  dies,  I  suppose,  the  people  will  squint  themsehres  into 
convulsions  at  his  tomb,  in  honour  of  his  memory.  Now,  is  not  this 
better  than  feeding  one's  birds  and  one's  bantams,  poring  one's  eyes 
out  over  old  histories,  not  half  so  exiaraordinary  as  the  present,  or 
ambling  to  Squire  Bencow's  on  one's  padnag,  and  playing  at  orib- 
bage  with  one's  brother  John  and  one's  parson  P    Prithee  come  to 
town,  and  let  us  put  off  taking  the  veil  for  anoilier  year :  besides,  by 
this  time  twelvemonth  we  are  sure  the  world  will  be  a  year  older 
in  wickedness,  and  we  shall  have  more  matter  for  meditation.    Ono 
would  not  leave  it  methinks  till  it  comes  to  the  worst,  and  that  timo 
cannot  be  many  months  off.    In  the  mean  time,  I  have  bespoken  a 
dagger,  in  case  the  circumstances  should  grow  so  classic  as  to  make 
it  becoming  to  kill  oneself;  however,  though  disposed  to  quit  the 
world,  as  I  have  no  mind  to  leave  it  entirely,  I  shall  put  off  my 
death  to  the  last  minute,  and  do  nothing  rashly,  till  I  see  Mr.  Pitt 
and  Lord   Temple   plaoe   themselves  in   their  curule   chairs  in 
St  James's  market,  and  resign  their  throats  to  the  victors.    I  am 
determined  to  see  them  dead  first,  lest  they  should  play  me  a  trick, 
and  be  hobbling  to  Buckingham-house,  while  I  am  shivering  and 
waiting  for  them  on  the  banks  of  Lethe.    Adieu  I    Yours, 

HOBATIUS. 
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You  tell  mbf  my  daar  lordi  in  a  letter  I  have  this  moment 
reoenred  fifom  yaa,  that  you  hafe  had  a  oom&rtable  one  from  me } 
I  &ar  it  was  not  the  last:  yon  will  not  have  been  Ibnd  of  yoni 
bfother's  [Mr.  Conway's]  roting  against  the  Oonrt  Sinoe  that,  h^ 
lias  been  tdd  by  di£Emnt  ehannels  that  they  think  of  taking  away 
legimentB  from  opposers.  He  heard  it,  as  he  would  the  wind 
whistle :  while  in  the  shape  of  a  threat  he  treats  it  with  oontempt; 
if  pnt  into  exeoation,  his  soom  wodd  subside  into  indifference. 
Yon  know  he  has  bat  one  objeot^doing  what  is  right ;  the  rest  may 
betide  as  it  wilL  One  or  two  of  ilie  mxnistetSy' who  are  honest  me% 
would,  /  iace  reason  to  beUew,  be  heartily  oonoenied  to  have  suoh 
tneasores  adopted ;  bat  they  are  not  direetors.  The  little  fiivoar 
ttej^  poasees,  and  the  desperateness  of  their  sitoafion,  oblige  them  to 
swaUow  many  things  they  disapprore,  and  which  rain  their  character 
with  the  natim;  while  others,  who  haTO  no  character  to  lose,  and 
whose  sitoation  is  no  less  desperate,  cue  not  what  inconToniences 
tliey  bring  on  their  master,  nor  what  confbrion  on  their  coantryi 
in  which  they  can  never  prosper,  except  when  it  is  convulsed.  The 
nation,  indeed,  seem  thoroo^y  sensible  of  this  trnth.  lliey  are 
m^epnlar  beyond  conception:  even  of  those  that  vote  with  them 
there  are  numbers  that  eacpress  their  aversion  without  reserve. 
Indeed,  on  Wednesday,  the  28rd,  this  went  fiurtfaer :  we  were  to 
debate  the  great  p(»nt  of  privilege:  Wilbraham'  objected,  that 
Wilkes  was  involved  in  it>  and  ought  to  be  present  On  this, 
though,  as  you  see,  a  question  of  slight  moment,  fifty-seven  left 
them  at  once :  they  were  but  243  to  166.'  As  we  had  sat,  however, 
till  eight  at  ni^t,  tiie  debate  was  posiponed  to  next  day.  Mr. 
Pitt,  who  had  a  fever  and  the  gout,  came  on  crutdies,  and  wrapped 
in  flannels :  so  he  did  yesterday,  but  was  obliged  to  retire  at  ten  at 

*  There  ie  reieon  to  think  thai  «t  this  moment  Mi*.  Qrenrille  and  Lord  Halifax 
were  thoee  to  whom  Mr.  Walpole  gare  credit  for  honest  Intentioni  and  a  disposition 
to  moderate  and  eonciliate.  Tlds  opinion,  though  probably  correct,  Walpole  soon 
dunged,  as  to  Mr.  OrenTiUe.*— Oboku. 

*  Bandie  Wilbraham,  LL.  D.  a  banister,  deputy  steward  of  the  Unlterilty  of  Oxford, 
and  member  for  Newton,  in  Lancashire. — Wuort. 

*  The  question  was,  **  That  privilege  of  Parliament  does  not  extend  to  the  case  of 
writing  and  publishing  seditious  libels,  nor  ought  to  be  allowed  to  obstruct  the 
ordinary  courN  of  the  laws  in  the  speedy  and  elTecfeaal  prosecution  of  so  heinous  and 
dangerous  an  ofibnce."— Caoxaa. 
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night,  after  makiiig  a  speedi  of  an  hoar  and  fifty  minatea;  the 
worst,  I  think,  I  ever  heard  him  make  in  my  life.  For  our  parts, 
we  sat  till  within  ten  minutes  of  two  in  the  morning ;  yet  we  had 
but  few  speeches,  all  were  so  long.  Hnssey,'  solicitor  to  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  was  against  the  Oonrt,  and  spoke  with  great 
spirit,  and  true  Whig  quit  Gharles  Yorke'  shone  eroeedingly. 
He  had  qwke  and  voted  with  ns  the  night  before ;  bat  no#  main- 
tained his  opinion  against  Pratfs.*  It  was  a  most  aUe  and  learned 
performance,  and  the  latter  part,  which  was  oratoric,  nnoommonly 
beantifiil  and  eloqneni  You  find  I  don'tlet  partiality  to  the  Whig 
cause  Uind  my  judgment  That  speech  was  certainly  the  master- 
piece of  the  day.  Norton  would  not  have  made  a  figure^  even  if 
Ciharles  Yorice  had  not  appeared;  but  giving  way  to  his  natural 
bmialify,  he  got  into  an  ugly  scrape.  Having  so  little  delicacy  or 
decern^  as  to  mention  a  cause  in  which  he  had  proaecuied  Sir 
John  Bushout  *  (who  sat  just  under  him)  for  perjury,  the  tough  old 
knight  (who  had  been  honourably  acquitted  of  the  chai^)  gave 
the  House  an  account  of  theafEur;  and  then  added,  *' I  was  assured 
the  prosecution  was  set  on  foot  by  that  koneri  getUbman;  I  hope  I 
don't  call  him  out  of  his  name— and  that  it  was  in  revenge  for  my 
having  opposed  himin  an  election.''  Norton  denied  tiie  charge,  upon 
his  honour,  which  did  not  seem  to  persuade  everybody.  Immedi- 
ately after  this  wehad  another  episode.  Bigby,*  totally  unprovoked 
either  by  anything  said  or  by  the  conqilenon  of  the  day,  which  was 


*  Bichaid  KnMMjf  member  tm  St.  lUwee.  He  wm  eosasel  to  die  nsrf ,  te  well  m 
■oUdtor  to  tlM  QftitBLt  aot,  ae  Kr.  Walpote  «jf  b,  to  tlie  PriAeem.  He  was  aftenpaido 
her  Mijee^'s  ■ttomcj-geiiisnd. — Cbokbb. 

*  Olmriei  Totke^aeeMid  eon  of  Lord  CheaoeUor  Hardwioke.  He  had  been  attorney- 
Seneral,  bat  resigned  oa  the  Slat  of  October.  He  agreed  with  the  miniatiy  on  the 
qaeation  of  priTikge,  bat dUlbred  fkom them  oa  generU  wanaato.  lUa  hMtdUfiBrenoe 
may  haTO  aeoelenited  his  resignation ;  bnt  the  erent  itself  had  been  determined  on, 
ever  sinee  the  fUhue  of  a  negodation,  wideh  tMk  place  towards  the  end  of  tlM  pio- 
eeding  Aognst^  throngh  Kr.  Pitt  aad  Lord  Hardwieke,  to  fom  a  new  artministiatioa 
on  a  Wliig  basis.— Gaosna. 

'  Chief  Jnstiee  of  the  Common  Pleas,  afterwards  Jjord  Camden.  He  had  diseharged 
Wilkes  ottt  of  eonfinenwnt  on  the  grottaid  of  pfirilege. — Wbiobv. 

*  Sir  John  Bnshont^  of  Korthwick,  the  fonrth  baronet^  died  177&  He  had  sat  in 
ten  Paiilaments ;  in  the  three  first  for  Malmosbniy,  and  in  the  rest  for  EveshanL  See 
ToL  L  p.  127  and  128.--Cv»»OHAa. 

*  The  Bight  Hon.  BIdiard  Rigby,  master  of  the  roUs  in  Ireland,  afterwaids  pay- 
master of  the  focees :  a  statesman  of  the  second  class,  and  a  ban  vivatU  of  the  fint 
Kr,  Rigby  was  at  one  time  a  chief  friend  and  fiironrite  of  Kr.  Walpole's,  bnt  became 
inTolTcd  in  Mr.  Walpole's  dislike  to  the  Dnke  of  Bedford,  to  whom  Hr.  Rigby  was 
sincerely  and  constantly  attached,  and  OTcr  whom  be  was  sapposed  to  have  great 
inflaenee.— CaoxHL  SeeToLLp.3d8.  His  letters  are  veiy  lirely,  aad  dcserre  oollectioB. 
— OvwureBAX. 
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grave  and  aigamentatmi  fell  upon  Lord  Temple,  and  deaeribed 
Ilia  bohayionr  on  fhe  commitment  of  Wilkea.  Jamea  OrenTittey 
who  sat  behind  him,  roae  in  all  the  aerimony  of  reeantment :  drew 
a  very  favourable  ptetore  of  hia  brother,  and  then  one  of  Bigby, 
eonjuring  up  the  bittereat  worda,  efntheta,  and  oironmatanoea  that  he 
eodd  aman  together:  told  him  how  inteveated  he  was,  and  how 
ignorant:  painted  hia  jooxney  to  Ireland  to  get  a  law-^aoe,  tar 
which  he  waa  ao  nnqnalified;  and  oonelnded  with  afirming  he  had 
fled  from  thenee  to  avoid  flie  vengeanoe  of  the  people.  The  paaaive 
Speaker  anffBredbolh  painters  to  finish  their  worka,  and  would  have 
let  them  carry  their  colonrs  and  bnuhea  into  Hyde-park  the  next 
monung,  if  other  people  had  not  repreaented  the  necesaiiy  of 
demanding  their  parolee  diai  it  shonld  go  no  fiirther.  They  were 
bofli  miwilling  to  rise :  Bigby  did  at  last,  and  pot  an  end  to  it 
with  humour '  and  good^hnmoor.  The  nmnbers  were  268  to  133. 
The  best  speech  of  all  fhoae  that  were  nai  spoken  waa  Gharlea 
Townshend's.*  He  haa  for  aome  time  been  ii^onning  the  world 
that  for  the  last  three  months  he  had  constantly  employed  six  derks 
to  aearoh  and  tranacribe  records,  journals,  precedents,  &o.  The  pro- 
duction of  all  this  mountain  of  matter  was  a  mouse,  and  that  mouse 
atill-bom :  he  haa  voted  with  us,  but  never  uttered  a  word. 

We  shall  now  repeee  for  some  time ;  at  least  I  am  sure  I  shall. 
It  has  been  hard  seryioe :  and  nothing  but  a  Whig  point  of  this 
magnitade  could  easily  have  carried  me  to  the  House  at  all,  of 
which  I  have  so  long  been  sioL  Wilkes  will  live,  but  is  not  likely 
to  be  in  a  situation  to  come  forth  for  some  time.  The  blasphemous 
book  [Wilkea'a '  Essay  on  Woman  ']ha8  follen  ten  timea  heavier  on 

>  Lid  J  Svffolk,  In  ftletlartotbe  Sftri  of  Bookingluun,  of  tlM  SOtli  of  Novrnter, 
•ajjr^  '*  JcnaiyQraiTUlo  and  Mr.  lUgby  von  ao  Tioleai  ogslnil  oodi  othMv  ono  lahli 
nuuMT  of  tTColinf  l^oitd  TomplOb  who  «M  in  tho  Howa^  and  tho  brother  hi  hii  Jaaii- 
ftcntion  of  hit  brother,  thai  tho  Honaa  waa  oMigod  to  interfere  to  praront  liiCihtef. 
Lord  Taaple  aoaiae  to  ma ;  bat  politiaa  la  the  bine  of  friandiUp^  and  whan  panonal 
raaentnanta  Join,  the  nan  beeonee  another  enatnre."— Wbioht. 

'  Aa  Mr.  Walpole  leemi  to  Inpnta  Mr.  Gharlea  Townehend'a  aUanee  on  the  qneetion 
of  priTilege  to  aeklenen,  or  aome  worn  canea,  it  ia  but  Jaat  to  etate  that  l»e  nefw 
qniia  i^>proTed  that  qneetioiL  Tliia  will  be  aeen  from  the  following  estiact  fron  one 
of  hia  oonfideniiai  letten  to  Dr.  Brobklee^j,  written  two  montha  before  the  Parilament 
net : — "  Yon  know  I  nerer  approred  of  'Ka  46/  or  engaged  in  any  of  the  eonaeqnen* 
tinl  meaenree.  Aa  to  the  <|neetion  of  priTilegeb  it  ia  an  intricate  maiier.  The 
antiioritlee  are  contradlotoiy,  and  the  diatioctioni  to  be  reaionably  made  on  the  pra- 
eadenta  are  planeible  and  endleea.**  Mr.  Townahend  gare  a  good  deal  of  farther  con* 
afcdamtlon  to  the  enhject,  and  hia  eilence  in  the  debate  onlj  proree  that  hia  fliat  im- 
preeeioni  were  confirmed.  Mr.  Bofke'a  beantifiil,  bnt,  perhape,  too  iavouable 
chancier  of  Gharlea  Townehend  will  immortaliae  the  writer  and  the  anljeok— 
Gaol 
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Siadwicli's  ownhead  than  on  WiUces's :  it  has  bzoug^  finih  siusb  a 
catalogue  ot  anecdotes  as  is  incredible  I  Lord  Haidwioke  fluctuates 
between  Ufe  and  deailL  Loid  Effingham  is  dead  soddenlj,  and 
Lord  Cantdnpe '  has  got  his  troop. 

These  are  all  our  news ;  I  am  g^  yours  go  on  so  smoothly.  I 
take  care  to  do  you  justice  at  M.  de  Ghierdiy's  for  all  tiie  jnstioe 
you  do  to  France,  and  particnlaily  to  the  house  of  NiTornois.  D'Eon* 
is  here  still :  I  know  nothing  more  of  him  but  that  flie  honour  of 
having  a  hand  in  the  peace  overset  his  poor  brain,  lliis  was 
evident  on  the  &tal  night'  at  Lord  Hali&ac^s:  when  tiiey  told  him 
his  behaviour  was  a  breach  of  the  peace,  he  was  quite  dirtraoted* 
thinking  it  was  the  peace  between  his  country  and  this. 

Our  operas  begin  to-morrow.  The  Duchess  of  Qrafton  is  eome 
for  a  fortnight  only.  My  compliments  totheAmbasBadress,  and  all 
your  court 

*  Joka  Wetl^  aA«wiidt  MMod  SmI  of  DtUiwacr,  tlst-duHabeikdm  to  ih«  Qaeen, 
dl«d  1777. — Cuvxivoiuic 

*  This  Bingular  penon  bad  been  secrBUiy  to  the  Duke  de  KirernoU'i  embasqr*  and 
In  tho  Inleml  boiweon  that  ambiaHidoi^f  deporinre  uid  the  arriYAl  of  M.  de  Chierehj» 
the  Freneh  miHion  to  oar  eowrt  derolved  ttpon  him.    Tliii  honour,  ae  Mr.  Walpole 
intimates,  Memi  to  hare  tnmed  his  head,  and  he  was  so  absordly  exasperated  at  beioff 
superseded  by  M.  de  Qverchy,  that  he  reftised  to  dellrer  his  letters  of  reeaU,  sot  his 
eonit  at  deSsMe,  and  mibiiahed  a  Tolnme  of  Ubeb  on  M.  de  ChMrshy  and  the  Frendi 
ministers    As  he  perAstod  in  withholding  the  letters  of  recall,  the  two  eonrto  wero 
obliged  to  notuy  in  the  London  Gasetto  that  his  mission  was  at  an  end ;  and  the 
Vrsneh  gofonunent  desired  that  he  might  be  given  np  to  them.    This,  of  eonne,  eo«M 
not  be  done ;  bat  he  was  proeeeded  agaiaat  by  eriminal  Information,  and  finally  eonf 
▼leted  of  the  libels  against  M.  de  Qnerchy.    D*Eon  asserted  that  the  French  minittry 
had  a  design  to  cany  him  off  priTately :  and  it  has  been  said  that  he  was  apprised  of 
this  seheme  by  Lonis  XT.,  who,  it  seems,  had  entertained  some  kind  of  seoret  mad 
eztra-oflieial  oommnnieation  with  this  adrentorsr.     He  afterwards  oontinood  in 
obscority  tlU  1777,  when  the  pablie  was  astonished  by  the  trial  of  an  action  before 
Lord  Mansfield,  for  money  lost  ona  wager  respecting  his  eez.  On  that  trial  it  aesmed 
proved  beyond  all  donbt,  that  the  person  was  a  li^ale.    Proceedings  In  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Paris  had  a  similar  resalt,  and  the  soldier  and  the  minister  was  condemned  to 
wear  woman's  attire,  whidi  D'Eon  did  for  many  years.     He  emigrated  at  the  revola- 
tlon,  and  died  In  London  In  May  1810.  On  ezaodnation,  after  death,  the  body  proved 
to  be  that  of  a  male.  This  drenmstanee,  attested  by  the  most  rsspeetoble  anthorities, 
w  so  strongly  at  variance  with  all  the  former  evidence,  that  the  French  biographers 
hnve  been  Indneed  to  donbt  wheUier  the  original  Chevalier  D*£on  and  the  person  who 
died  in  1810  were  the  same,  and  they  even  endeavoar  to  show  that  the  real  person,  the 
OheMdiire,  as  they  tenn  It,  died  in  1790 ;  bat  we  cannot  admit  this  solntion  of  the 
difllcnlty,  fiir  one,  at  leasts  of  the  soigeons  whoexamined  the  body  in  1810,  had  known 
D^lEon  in  his  female  habiliments^  and  he  had  for  ton  years  lived  nnqoestloned  under 
the  name  of  IVBon. — Oiokbb. 

*  On  the  26th  of  October,  D'Eon,  meeting  M.  de  Ouerehy  and  a  M.  de  Yergy  at 
Lord  Halifoz's,  in  Great  Geoige^treet,  barst  ont  Into  such  riolence  on  some  obeervn- 
tion  made  by  De  Veigy,  that  it  became  neoemary  to  call  in  the  guard.  His  whole 
behatvionr  in  this  aflUr  looks  Uke  insanity.-— Ciouu. 
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III.    TO  THB  lABL  OF  HX8T70RD 

Ariimgian  Street,  Dec  2, 1768. 

I  HAYB  been  expecting  a  letter  all  day,  as  Friday  is  tlie  day  I 


have  generally  received  a  letter  from  yon,  but  it  is  not  yet 
and  I  begin  mine  without  it  M.  de  Guerohy  has  given  us  a  pros- 
perous aooount  of  my  Lady  Hertford's  audienoe :  still  I  am  impdaent 
to  hear  it  from  yourselves.  I  want  to  know,  too,  what  you  say  to 
your  broflier's  being  in  the  minority.  I  have  already  told  you  that 
unless  they  use  him  ill,  I  do  not  think  him  likely  to  take  any  warm 
part  With  regard  to  dismissiim  of  ofSoers,  I  hear  no  more  of  it : 
such  a  violent  step  would  but  spread  the  flames,  which  are  already 
fierce  enough.  I  inll  give  you  an  instance:  lastSaturday,  Lord  Com- 
wbIUs^  and  Lord  Allen '  came  drank  to  the  Opera :  the  former  went 
up  to  Bigby  in  the  pit,  and  told  him  in  direct  words  that  Lord 
Sandwich  was  a  pickpocket  Then  Lord  Allen,  with  looks  and 
gestures  no  less  expressive,  advanced  close  to  him,  and  repeating 
this  again  in  the  passage,  would  have  jnrovoked  a  quarrel,  if  Ctoorge 
West'  had  not  carried  him  away  by  force.  Lord  Oomwallis,  the 
next  morning  in  Hyde-park,  made  an  apology  to  Bigby  for  his 
behaviour,  but  the  rest  of  the  world  is  not  so  complaisant  His 
pride,  insolence,  and  over-bearingness^  have  made  him  so  many 
enemies,  that  they  are  glad  to  tear  him  to  pieces  for  his  attack  on 
Lord  Temple,  so  unprovoked,  and  so  poorly  performed.  It  was 
well  that  with  his  spirit  and  wannth  he  had  the  sense  not  to  resent 
the  behaviour  of  those  two  dmnkoi  young  fellows. 

On  Tuesday  your  Lordship's  House  sat  till  ten  at  nighty  on  the 
resolutions  we  had  communicated  to  you ;  and  you  agreed  to  them 
by  114  to  86 :  a  puny  minority  indeed,  consid^nng  of  what  great 
names  it  was  composed !  Even  the  Duke  cf  Cumberland  voted  in 
it ;  but  Mr.  Torke's  speech  in  our  House,  and  Lord  Mansfield's  in 
yours,  for  two  hours,  carried  away  many  of  the  opposition,  particu- 
larly Lord  Lyttelton,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle's Bishops.*    The  Duke  of  Ghrafion  is  much  commended.    The 

>  Charlet,  fini  Marqiiii  of  CorawalUi :  bom  in  1788,  raooeeded  hU  fftiher,  Uio  fini 
Em-U  in  1752,  and  died  in  India  in  1805.— Wuobt. 
'  Joshoa,  fifth  Yifloonnt  Allen,  of  Ireland,  born  in  1788.— Wuoht. 
*  George,  leeond  ton  of  tlie  first  Borl  of  Delawarr. — Wriqbt. 
^  Biahopa  made  during  tbe  Duke  of  Newcastle*!  adminiatraUon,  and  wko  were 
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Duke  of  Portland  coininonoed,  bat  was  too  rnneh  fiig^tened.  Tlieie 
was  no  wannth  norevent ;  but  Lord  Shelbumei  wbo  Ihey  say  spoke 
welly  and  against  the  Court,  and  as  his  Mends  had  voted  in  our 
House,  has  produced  one,  the  great  Mr.  Calcraft^  being  tamed  oat 
yesterday,  from  some  muster-mastership ;  I  don't  know  what. 

Lord  Sandwich  is  oanyassing  to  succeed  Lord  Hardwicke,  as  Bigh 
Steward  of  Cambridge;  another  egg  of  animosity.  We  shidl, 
however,  I  believe,  be  tolerably  quiet  till  after  Ohristmas,  as  Mr. 
Wilkes  will  not  be  able  to  act  before  the  holidays.  I  rejoice  at  it : 
I  am  heartily  ndcof  all  this  folly,  and  shall  be  g^  to  get  to  Straw- 
berry again,  and  hear  nothing  of  ii  The  ministry  have  bought  off 
Lord  Give  with  a  bribe  tikat  would  frighten  <lie  King  of  France, 
himself:  they  have  given  him  bad:  Us  25,000/.  a-year.  Walsh  has 
behaved  nobly :  he  said  he  could  not  in  conscience  vote  wifli  flie 
admimstration,  and  would  not  vote  against  Lord  dive,  who  chose 
him :  he  has  therefore  oflfered  to  resign  his  seat  Lady  Augusta's 
fortune  was  to  be  voted  to-day,  and  Lord  Strange  talked  of  opposing 
it;  but  I  had  not  the  ouriosiiy  to  go  down.  This  is  all  our  politics, 
and  indeed  all  our  news ;  we  have  none  of  any  other  kind.  So  hr 
you  will  not  regret  England.  For  my  part,  I  wish  myself  with  you. 
Being  perfectly  indifferent  who  is  miiuster  and  who  isnot»  and  weary 
of  laughing*  at  both,  I  shall  take  hold  of  the  first  spring  to  make 
you  my  vini 

Our  Operas  do  not  succeed.  Giaidini,  now  become  mnkter^  and 
having  no  exchequer  to  buy  an  audience,  is  grown  unpopular.  The 
Mingotti,  whom  he  has  forced  upon  the  town,  is  as  much  disliked  as 
if  he  had  insisted  on  her  being  first  lord  of  the  treasury.  The  first 
man,  though  with  sweet  notes,  has  so  weak  a  voice  that  he  might  as 
weQ  hold  his  tongue  like  Charles  Townshend.  The  figurantes  are 
very  pretty,  but  can  dance  no  more  than  Tommy  Pelham.*  The 
first  man  dancer  is  handsome,  well  made,  and  strong  enough  to  make 
his  fortune  any  where :  but  you  know,  fortunes  made  in  private  are 

ihswfow  Mppoted  Ukdy  to  be  of  his  opinion.  The  Dnke  of  NeweaaCle,  after  being 
neariy  half  a  oeiitafy  in  ofioe^  waa  now  in  oppoiitton. — Caoum. 

'  John  Caleimft,  Baq.  waa  depnty-eommiMaiy-geneial  of  mosien:  he  was  paxtlen- 
kil/  attaehed  to  Mr.  Fox ;  whldi  if,  peihapt,  one  reaaon  why  Mr.  Walpole,  who  had 
BOW  qnarralled  with  Mr.  Fox,  ipeaka  lo  aUj^tingly  of  Mr.  Caleraft— CaoxBa. 

*  Mr.  Walpole  afleeted  iniUffeienee  to  politicly  bat  the  tone  of  hla  correnpondenea 
doea  not  qnlte  Jnatliy  the  expreiaion  of  laughing  at  either  party;  he  waa  wannly 
intereated  in  the  one,  and  bitterly  hoetile  to  the  other,  and  for  a  eonaiderable  period 
took  a  deep  and  actiTe  interest  in  political  party. — Caoxia. 

*  Thomaa  Pdham,  member  for  Sussex,  afterwazds  comptroller  of  the  hoosehold,  and 
fini  Karl  of  Ghieheater.— Waioat. 
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aeldm  agreeable  to  the  pabUe.'  In  Atai,  it  will  not  do;  there  wat 
not  a  flool  in  the  pit  the  aeoond  dghi 

Lady  Maiy  Goike  has  leoeiyed  her  gown  bj  the  Prince  de 
Maflfleran,  and  is  ezoeedingly  obliged  to  yon,  though  much  dieap* 
pointed ;  ibis  being  a  alight  gown  made  up,  and  not  the  one  ahe 
expected,  which  ia  a  fine  one  bought  for  her  by  Lady  Holland,'  and 
which  yon  moat  aend  aomehow  or  oilier :  if  yon  cannot,  yon  mnat 
deapaieh  an  ambaasador  on  pupoee.  I  dined  with  the  Prince  de 
Maaaeran,  at  Gnerehy'a  the  day  after  hia  aniTal ;  and  if  &cea  ^eak 
tmth,  he  will  not  be  our  ndn.  Oh  I  bat  there  is  a  ten  times  more 
^lightfiil  man— the  Austrian  mimater :  *  he  is  ao  stiff  and  iqxrig^t, 
that  yon  would  think  all  his  mistress's  diadems  were  npon  his  head, 
and  that  he  waa  afiraid  of  their  dropping  ofil 

I  know  80  little  of  Liah  politics,  that  I  am  afiraid  of  miainfbnning 
yott ;  but  I  hear  that  Hamilton  [Sing^e^Speech]  who  has  come  off 
wifli  honour  in  a  aqnabble  with  Lord  Newton,*  about  the  latter^s 
wife,  speaks  and  votes  with  the  opposition  against  the  Oastle.*  I 
don't  know  the  meaning  of  it,  nor,  except  it  had  been  to  teU  you, 
diould  I  hare  remembered  it« 

Wdl  I  your  letter  will  not  come,  and  I  must  send  away  mine. 
Bemember,  the  holidays  are  coming,  and  that  I  shall  be  a  good  deal 
oat  of  town.  I  haye  been  charming  hitherto,  but  I  cannot  make 
brick  without  straw.  Encore,  you  are  almost  the  only  person  I  ever 
write  a  line  to.  I  grow  so  old  and  so  indolent  that  I  hate  the  sight 
of  apenandiok. 

S8S.    TO  THX  BKY.  WILUAM  COUL 

AcooBDiNG  to  custom  I  am  excessiYely  obliged  to  you :  you  are 
continaally  giving  me  proofis  of  your  kindness.    I  have  now  three 

>  The  rate  vUl  obterrv,  in  tUs  dMeriptkm  of  the  Op«n»  aa  ft«^i!T'ffy  sUarioo  to 
pablie  affidn ;  tli«  last  aentenee  nim,  no  doobt,  io  Lord  Bato.— Cbokul 

'  Lody  Gooigina  Garolino  Lenox,  eldest  dengbter  of  Chirlei»  seeoad  Deke  of  Bieb- 
nond.    She  bad  been,  in  1762,  crested  Beronees  HoUand  in  ber  own  risbtw--OnoKnB. 

'  Pxobebly  tbe  Connt  de  Beleim,  minieterlkoin  tbeSmpve»Onee%  HsiUTberao. 


*  Brindey  Lord  Newton,  ellerwarde  eeeond  Eeri  of  LoneibMongb,  nuuvied  Lady 
Jane  Boehfort^  eldeat  daughter  of  the  Aist  Barl  of  Belridere.  In  the  affair  beie 
allnded  to.  Lord  Newton  exhibited  at  firtt  an  extreme  Jealonqr  and  mbeeqnently  what 
waa  thought  an  extreme  facility  in  admitting  Mr.  Hamilton's  exealpatory  aanianeea. 


*  Thia  is  not  qvite  tme;  bat  Mr  Hamilton  waa  on  TSiy  bad  terms  with  the  Lord 
lientenaat,  and  certainly  did  not  take  that  prominent  part  in  the  House  of  CoBsmoM 
of  Irebmd  which  his  station  as  chief  secretaiy  seemed  to  reqnire. — Caoaxa. 
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paoketi  to  thank yonfinr,  full  of  infonnatioii,  and  have  only  laaunted 
the  trouble  you  have  giyen  youneI£ 

I  am  fjitA  for  the  tomb's  sake  and  my  own,  thai  Sir  Giles 
AUington's  monument  is  restored.  The  draught  you  haye  sent  is 
very  peifeet  The  aooount  of  your  anoestor  Tuer'  shall  not  be 
forgotten  in  my  next  edition.  The  pedigree  of  Allington  I  had  from 
CkdUns  before  his  death,  but  I  think  not  so  perf eet  as  yours.  You 
have  made  one  little  slip  in  it :  my  mother'  was  grand-dangfatery  not 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Shorter,  and  was  not  heiresSy  having  three 
brottieiSy  who  all  died  after  her,  and  we  cmly  quarter  the  arms  of 
Shorter,  which  I  &ncy  occasioned  the  mistakis  by  flieir  leaving  no 
children.  The  verses  by  Sir  Edward  Walpole  [grandfaflier  ef  Sir 
Robert  Walpole],  and  the  translation  by  Bland,  are  published  in 
my  Description  of  Houghton. 

I  am  come  late  from  the  House  of  Lords,  and  am  just  going  to  ilie 
Opera;  so  you  will  excuse  me  saying  more  than  that  I  have  a  print 
of  Arohlnshop  Hutbm  for  you  (it  is  Dr.  Ducarel's),  and  a  litQe  plate 
of  Strawberry ;  buti  do  not  send  them  by  the  post,  as  it  would  crease 
them :  if  you  will  tell  me  how  to  convey  them  otherwise,  I  wilL  I 
repeat  many  thanks  to  you. 


887.    TO  THE  SABL  OF  HKETFORD. 

P^da^  Det.  S,  17SS. 

Your  brother  has  sent  you  such  a  full  account  of  his  transaction 
with  Mr.  Grenville,*  lliat  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  add  a  syllable, 
except,  what  your  brother  will  not  have  said  himself,  that  he  has 
acted  as  usual  with  the  strictest  honour  and  firmness,  and  has  turned 
this  n^tiation  entirely  to  his  own  credit    He  has  learned  the  ill 

>  Herbert  Tiier,  the  painter.  After  tlie  death  of  Gharlet  I.  he  withdrew  into  Hol- 
land, and  it  ii  belieyed  tliat  he  died  at  Utrecht. — Wbigrt. 

'  Walpole'i  mother  "was  the  daughter  of  a  Daniah  timber  merdiaat^  and  an  honest, 
lenaible  Whis."      WcJpoU  to  Mason,  AprU  18, 1782.^Cv»niQHAJC. 

'  Thii  tnuuiaetlon  was  an  endeaTonr  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Orenrille  to  obtain  from 
General  Conway  a  dedaration  tliat  "  his  diapodtlon  was  not  a^ene  from  a  general 
■npport  of  the  perMns  and  meamree  of  thoae  now  employed,**  and  permimion  "  to  say 
■o  much  wlien  lie  might  hare  ooeaaion  to  speak  of  liim."  TUs  declaration  General 
Conway  declined  to  gire,  althoujf^  Mr.  GrenriUe  seemed  to  ask  it  only  to  enable  him 
to  Bare  Conway  from  dismianl  on  aeoonnt  of  his  late  Tote.  There  is  reason  to  beUere 
that  at  this  eonference  (at  which  the  Duke  of  Richmond  was  present^  as  Conway's 
friend)  some  oyertnres  of  a  mors  intimate  connexion  with  the  administration  were 
made ;  bnt  Conway  declared  his  determination  to  adhere  to  the  politics  of  his  friendly 
the  Dnkes  of  Deronshire  and  Grafton.  "  At  leas^"  he  said, "  if  he  shonld  hereafter 
hi^ipen  to  differ  from  them,  he  shonld  so  steer  his  condvet  as  not  to  be,  in  any  way  of 
office  or  emolunent,  the  better  for  if-^noKmu 
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wifliheB  ot  liis  enemieB,  and  what  is  more,  knows  who  they  aie :  he 
haa  laughed  at  them,  and  Ibund  at  last  that  their  maUce  was  mneh 
bigger  than  their  power.  Mr.  GienTille,  as  you  would  wkh,  has 
prored  how  mnch  he  disliked  the  TioLenoe  of  his  asBoeiates,  as  I 
trust  he  will,  whenever  he  has  an  opporhmity,  and  has  at  last  eon- 
tented  himself  with  so  little  or  nofhing,  that  I  am  sure  you  will  feel 
yourself  obliged  to  him.  For  the  measure  itralf,  of  turning  out  the 
offieers  in  general  who  oppose,  it  has  been  mnoh  pressed,  and  idiat 
is  still  sillier,  openly  threi^ened  by  ooe  set ;  but  they  dare  not  do  it| 
and  having  notified  it  without  eflEeot^  are  ridiooled  by  the  whole 
town,  as  well  as  by  the  persons  threatened,  particularly  by  Lord 
Albemarle,  who  has  treated  their  menaces  with  tike  utmost  oontempt 
and  qpiiii  This  mighty  storm,  Hke  another  I  shall  tell  yon  of,  Iws 
▼ented  itself  on  Lord  Shelbune  and  Oolond  Barri,*  who  were  yes- 
terday turned  out ;  the  first  from  aide-de-camp  to  the  King,  the  latter 
from  adjutant-general  and  governor  of  Stirling.  Oampbell,'  to  whom 
it  was  promised  before,  has  got  the  last ;  Ned  Harvey,*  tiie  former. 
My  present  expectation  is  an  cralion  ftcm  Barr^^  in  honour  of  Mr. 

'  Imm  Btn<  WW  A  oatiTe  of  Ireland,  and  bon  in  1786 :  hs  taitrad  iht  inay  mAj 
in  life,  and  roM  giadnally  to  iho  laak  of  oolonaL  Ha  was  in  176S  made  ad|JntaaV 
genonl  and  Uie  gorenor  of  Stilling  Cutla,  Imt  waa  Uimad  out  on  tlda  oooadon,  and 
iran  TC^gDid  Ua  lialf-pay.  Hacontinaad  tomatcaaoonddaiablaSgnraintliaHoaaa 
of  Commoni :  in  1788  lia  bacana  a  priTy^ooanidilor  and  tnannr  of  the  mmjj,  whiek 
latter  oflioa  be  aoon  ezeliuiged  for  paymaiter  of  tba  foroei :  bat  on  tbe  eliange  of 
government  be  xetired  on  a  pendon  of  SSOOL,  wbieb  liia  political  Mende  luid  preTioM^ 
aeenred  for  bfan.  Jnm  tlUa  tine  liia  sigbi  li^led  liim,  and  lie  wai  blind  for  many 
yean  prerioas  to  bia  deatb  in  1808  — Caosii. 

*  Captain  Jameiy  afterwaide  Sir  Jamea  Campbell,  of  AidkinglaM :  a  captain  in  tba 
army,  and  member  for  tbe  county  of  Stirling. — Wmoht. 

*  Maior-QtiMttX  Sdward  Harr^,  lientenaat^enenl  In  1778. — Wbioht. 

*  "  Wonld  you  know  aUttle  of  tbe  bnmour  of  Parliament,  and  particvkrly  wltb  regard 
to  Mr.  Pittt  I  mnct  then  tell  yon  tbat  Colonel  Barr6,  a  coldier  of  fortana,  a  yoang 
man  bom  in  Dublin,  of  parenta  of  a  mean  condition,  bli  iktber  and  mother  from 
France,  and  cctabliibed  fai  a  little  grocer^s  ihop  by  the  patronage  of  the  Bishop  of 
Clogfaer;  a  ^d  of  whom  tbe  motiier  nvned;  this  yonng  man  (a  man  of  addresa 
and  parte),  foond  ont^  poshed,  and  bronght  into  Parliament  by  Lord  Shenmme,  bad 
not  sat  two  days  in  the  Hoose  of  Commons  before  be  atta^ed  Mr.  Pitt  I  shall  giro 
yon  a  qvedmen  of  his  philippics.  Talking  of  the  manner  of  Mr.  Pitt's  qteaking;  he 
saidy  'Tliere  he  wonld  stand,  taming  np  hii  eyes  to  heaTen,  tbat  witnessed  bia 
perjuries,  and  laying  his  hand  in  a  solemn  manner  npon  the  table,  that  saerUagiona 
band,  tbat  bad  been  employed  in  tearing  out  the  bowels  of  his  motlierHsonntiy  1 ' 
Would  you  think  that  Mr.  Pitt  would  bear  this  and  be  silent;  or  would  you  thli^ 
thai  the  Hoose  would  suffer  a  respectsble member  to  be  so  treatedl  Tet  so  it  was." 
Mr.  S^nmen  to  Sir  Andrew  MUAeU,  39  Jtmuary,  1768.— Waianr.  Tou  baTo  no 
doubt  hesrd  of  the  mde  and  foul-mouthed  attack  made  on  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  House  of 
Common^  b7  one  Colond  Bair6,  whom  all  the  world  blames  most  extremely,  so  that 
I  suppose  the  gentleman  will  be  muasled  for  the  fliture.  Lord  Bath  to  Oolmtm, 
I8i>ee.]761.  B99  •iMO  Mr.  MilbanJx  to  the  Marquu  <^  MoMn(fham,  9S  I>ec,,  lU^ 
for  a  defer  report  of  Barry's  speech  and  bearing  on  this  occssion. — CoavxaaaAM. 
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Pitt;  for  AoBB  axe  seenes  that  make  the  ivoiid  so  entortaming. 
After  tM,  I  ahall  demand  a  aaiixe  n  Mr.Fittifrom  WHkea;  and 
I  do  not  beliere  I  ahall  be  balked,  fer  Wilkes  has  already  eMfnm&i 
bis  resentment  oa  being  given  up  by  Pitt,  who,  says  Wilkes,  aofjbi 
to  be  expelled  for  an  impostor.'  I  do  not  know  wbeCher  the  Duke 
of  Newrastle  does  not  eiqiect  a  palinodia  60m  me.*  T'oflier  morning 
at  the  Duke's  lerfe  he  embraoed  me,  and  hoped  I  would  oome  and 
eat  a  fait  of  Siisaez  mnttoni  with  him.  I  had  saoh  diffionUy  to  avioid 
langhing  in  his  taee  that  I  got  from  him  as  &st  as  I  eould.  Do  yoa 
thiidi  me  very  likely  to  forget  that  I  haye  been  lau^iing  at  him  these 
twenty  years  P 

Well  I  but  we  have  had  a  prodigious  liot :  are  not  you  impatiwit 
to  know  the  partieolarsP  It  was  so  prodigioiis  a  tamnlt»  that  I 
verily  thought  half  the  administration  would  have  run  away  to 
Hanowgate.  '  The  North  Briton '  was  ordered  to  be  burned  by  the 
hangman  at  Gheapside,  on  Saturday  last  The  mob  rose;  the 
greatest  mob,  says  Mr.  Sheriff  Bhmt,  that  he  has  known^in  forty 
years.  They  were  armed  with  Hiat  most  bloody  instrument,  flie 
mud  out  of  the  kennek :  they  hissed  in  the  most  murderous  manner; 
broke  Mr.  Sheriff  Barley's  ooach-glass  in  the  most  firangent  manner ; 
scratched  his  forehead,  so  that  he  is  Ibroed  to  wear  a  little  patch  in 
the  most  beooming  manner ;  and  obliged  the  hangman  to  bum  the 
paper  with  a  link,  though  feigots  were  prepare  to  execute  it  in  a 
more  solemn  manner.  Numbers  of  gentlemen,  from  windows  and 
baloonies,  encouraged  the  mob,  who,  in  about  an  hour  and  half,  were 
so  undutiful  to  the  ministry,  as  to  retire  without  doing  any  miiw^ii*^ 
or  giving  Mr.  Carteret  Webb*  the  opportunity  of  a  smgle  informap 
tion,  except  against  an  ignorant  lad,  who  had  been  in  town  but 
ten  days. 

>  In  Um  Home  of  Commoni,  a  few  dajs  befon,  Mr.  Pitt  luul  emidemiied  the  w]K>le 
leries  of '  Noiili  Brltou,'  and  ealled  them  Dlibml,  nnmanlj,  and  detattaUe :«  he  ab- 
horred/' he  laid,  "  all  national  reflection! ;  the  King's  inldeoU  were  one  pel^ ;  who- 
erer  dirlded  them  was  gnlltj  of  sedition:  his  M%|esty*s  com|»Uint  was  well-founded; 
it  was  Jnst ;  it  was  neeessary :  the  author  did  not  desenre  to  be  ranlwd  among  the 
human  spedes;  he  was  the  blssphemer  of  Us  God  and  the  libeller  of  the  King.*-* 
WaioHT. 

*  This  improbable  erent  a  few  weeks  brought  about  We  shall  see  that  Xr. 
Walpole  did  sing  his  palinodla,  and  went  down  to  Claremont  to  eat  a  bit  of  mutton 
with  the  man  bt  the  world  whom  (as  all  his  writings,  but  especially  his  lately  pnh* 
liMhed  MemoireB,  show)  he  had  most  heartily  hated  and  deepiied.— Obokbu. 

*  Philip  Carteret  Webb,  Ksq.,  Solicitor  to  the  Traasniy  and  M.P.  fer  Haslemenu 
Bee  p.  18t>- 

"  Whilst  Martin  flatters  only  to  betn^. 
And  Webb  gires  up  his  dirty  soul  for  pay." 

CkmrchiU  £p,  to  //o^forCA.— GAiaixoaAU. 
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TtoB  teniUe  iqnroar  has  empbyed  us  finur  days.  The  Sherifb 
wera^called  befim  your  Hoiue  on  Monday ,  and  made  their  narrative. 
My  Inotiier  Chobnondeley»*  in  the  mort  pathetic  manner,  and  suitably 
to  the  oooasion,  reoonmiended  it  to  your  lordshipsy  to  search  for 
precedents  of  what  he  believed  never  happened  since  the  world 
began.  Lord  Egmont»*  who  knows  of  a  plot,  which  he  keeps  to 
himself  though  it  has  been  canying  oH  these  twenty  yean,  thcraght 
more  vigorous  measures  onght  to  be  taken  on  such  a  crisis,  and 
moved  to  summon  the  mistress  of  the  Union ,  Coffee-honse.  The 
Duke  of  Bedford  thought  all  this  but  piddling,  and  at  once  attacked 
Lord  Mayor.  Common  Council,  and  duurter  of  the  City,  whom,  if  he 
had  been  supported,  I  believe  he  would  have  ordered  to  be  all  burned 
by  the  hanpnan  next  Saturday.  Unfortunately  for  such  national 
justice,  LcnrdMansfield,  who  delights  in  every  oppcnrtnnity  of  exposing 
and  mortifying  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  and  Simdwich,  interposed  for 
the  magistracy  of  London,  and,  after  much  squabbling,  saved  them 
firom  immediate  execution.  The  Duke  of  Grafton,  with  infinite 
shrewdness  and  coolness,  drew  from  the  witnesses  that  the  whole 
mob  was  of  one  mind ;  and  the  day  ended  in  a  vote  of  general 
censure  on  the  rioters.  This  was  communicated  to  us  at  a  conference, 
and  yesterday  we  acted  the  same  fieuroe ;  when  Rigby  trying  to  revive 
the  imputation  on  the  Lord  Mayor,  Ac.  (who,  by  the  by,  did  sit  most 
tranquilly  at  Quildhall  during  the  whole  tumult),  the  ministry 
disavowed  and  abandoned  him  to  a  man,  vindicating  the  magistracy, 
and  plainly  discovering  their  own  fear  and  awe  of  the  City,  who  feel 
the  insult,  and  will  frran  hence  feel  their  own  strength.  Lishort,  to 
finish  this  Ibolish  story,  I  never  saw  a  transaction  in  which  appeared 
so  little  parts,  abilities,  or  conduct ;  nor  do  I  think  there  can  be  any- 
thing weaker  than  the  administration,  except  it  is  the  opposition : 
bnt  an  opposition,  bed-rid  and  tongue-tied,  is  a  most  ridiculous  body. 
Mr.  Pitt  is  laid  up  with  the  gont ;  Lord  Hardwicke,  though  mudi 
relieved  by  a  quack  medicine,  is  still  very  ill ;  and  Mr.  Charies 
Townshend  is  as  silent  as  my  Lord  Abercom  * — ^that  they  two  should 
ever  be  alike  I 

*  George,  third  liieii  Cfbolmondeley ;  born  in  1708;  married  Mr.  Walpole's  only 
logiiimmte  sister,  who  died  ti  Aix  in  1781 ;  and  as  all  Sir  Robert  Walpole's  sons  died 
wHhoni  [legitiniate]  issne,  Lord  Cholmondeley's  family  saoeeeded  to  Hovf^ton,  and 
the  rest  of  the  Walpole  property,  ss  heiis«Vhifr  of  Sir  Robert-^CaoKaa. 

*  John,  second  Earl  of  Egmont^  at  this  time  first  lord  of  the  AdmirsHy.  Lord 
Kgmont  had  been  in  the  Hoase  of  Commons  what  Coze  calls  "  a  ilaent  and  plausible 
debater ; "  but  he  had  some  peculiarities  of  mind,  to  which  Walpole  here  and  dsewhere 
allndes. — CioKan. 

'  James,  eighth  Earl  of  Abercom,  "a  nobleman,'*  says  his  panegyrist^  "whose 

▼Ob  IT.  I. 
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This  is  not  all  ovr  politiml  news;  "Vnikes  is  aa  insarliiiiMtiMe 
fond :  on  Monday  was  li6aid»  in  the  Gommon  Pleas,  his  suit  against 
Mr.  Wood/  when,  after  a  trial  of  idorteen  hours,  tike  jniy  gate  him 
damages  of  one  thousand  pounds ;  hat  this  was  not  flie  heaviest 
part  of  ihe  blow.  The  8olieitor*general'  tried  to  pnore  WillDos 
anthor  of  *  The  Norfli  Briton,'  and  ftiled  in  the  prooiL  Yon  may 
jndge  how  mnoh  that  misoarriage  adds  to  the  defeat  D^mkesisnot 
yet  ont  of  danger:  they  tiiink  there  is  still  a  pieoe  of  eoat  or  lining 
to  oome  out  of  the  wonnd.  The  campaign  is  orer  fcr  the  present, 
and  the  troops  going  into  oonntry  qnarters.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
honse  of  Hani^gton  has  supplied  ns  wiQi  new  matter  of  talk.  My 
Lord  was  robbed  about  three  o'dotak  in  the  ni^t  between  Saturday 
and  Simday  last,  of  money,  bills,  watohes,  and  snniF*boses,  to  the 
amount  of  three  thousand  pounds.  Nothing  is  yet  disoorered,  but 
that  the  guard  in  the  Stable-Yard*  saw  a  man  in  a  great-coat  and 
white  stoddngs  come  from  thereabouts,  at  the  time  I  haye  named. 
The  servants  have  all  been  examined  oyer  and  oyer  to  no  purpose. 
Fielding^  is  all  day  in  the  house,  and  a  guard  of  his  at  night  The 
bureau  in  my  lord's  dressmg-room  (the  little  red  room  where  the 
pictures  are)  was  fixreed  open.  I  fear  you  can  guess  idb  was  at  first 
suspected.* 

I  haye  receiyed  yonrs,  my  dear  lord,  of  Noy.  30th,  and  am  pleased 
that  my  Lady  Hertford  is  so  well  reconciled  to  her  ministry.  You 
forgot  to  give  me  an  account  of  her  audience,  but  I  have  heard  of 
the  Queen's  good-natured  attention  to  her. 

The  anecdotes  about  Lord  Sandwich  are  numerous ;  but  I  do  not 
repeat  them  to  yon,  because  I  know  nothing  how  true  they  are,  and 
because  he  has,  in  several  instances,  been  very  obliging  to  me;  and 
I  haye  no  reason  to  abuse  him.  Lord  Hazdwicke's  illness,  I  tliink^ 
is  a  ruptore  and  consequences. 

dbmwter  wti  but  UiUa  known,  or  ntker  but  Uttle  nndonlood ;  bnt  wko  poMMMd 
■iosvltf  yigoiir  of  mind,  inUerity  of  oondnot,  tnd  patriotic  ▼Iowa."  Mr.  Walpolo 
eliewhero  kngha  »t  lUt  lordihlp's  dlgnUed  STenion  to  throwing  away  bia  woida»^ 
CaoKia. 

*  An  aetton  brought  by  WUkoa  agidnai  Boberi  Wood,  Esq.,  late  nndoraecratary  oC 
itata,  for  idaing  WUkaa'a  papcfB,  ae.  It  waa  trMbelbn  Chief  Jnatleef^tmitk  and 
under  hia  dlraetion  the  Jniy  foond  for  the  plaintiC— Caoaaa. 

'  Sir  neleher  Norton  waa  not  nude  attomej-geMial  till  after  thia  triaL^Waien. 

*  In  Si.  Jamea'a  Falaoe,  where  the  Xari  of  Hani^gton  liTed.— CmnrnMBiM. 

*  Sir  John  Fielding,  ehief  police  nMgiatrate,  and  half-brother  of  the  novnUai.— 
OvvHiaeBAM. 

'  The  robbeiy  waa  eommiited  hj  one  Bradley,  a  diaohaiged  footaan,  and  one  John 
WIskei.  Thefonnerwaaadmitteda  witneia  for  the  crown,  and  the  latter  waa  hanged 
en  hie  eridenee^  in  Dee.  1764.— Oaoisa. 


17M.]                               TO  BIB  HOBACB  HAHIT.  U7 

I  hope  to  hear  fliat  your  Htfle  boy  is  reooTerecL  Adiea  I    I 

hare  filled  my  gazette,  and  exhausted  my  memoiy.  I  am  g^ 

muk  gasettee  please  you :  I  oan  haye  no  other  ezoiue  for  sending 
aooh  tittle-tatfle. 


888.    TO  SIB  HOBACI  XAKK. 

Mt  last  journal  was  dated  the  18th  of  last  month.    Since  that 


we  hare  been  solely  employed  upon  Mr.  Wilkes,  or  eyents 
flowing  from  him ;  for  he  is  an  inexhaustible  sonroe.  I  shall  move 
regularly,  and  tell  you  his  history  in  order. 

Li  the  first  place,  he  is  not  dead  of  his  wound,  though  not  yet  out 
of  danger,  for  they  think  another  piece  of  his  coat  is  to  oome  away, 
as  two  haye  already. 

On  the  23rd  we^  the  Gommons,  had  a  debate  that  lasted  late, 
whether  we  should  proceed  to  the  question  on  priyilege,  as  Wilkes 
could  not  attend.  There  was  a  great  defection  among  the  royal 
troops,  and  the  minority  amounted  to  166 :  but  the  next  day,  on  the 
question  itself,  it  sunk  to  183,  when  we  resigned  our  privilege  into 
the  hands  of  any  messengers  that  should  be  sent  for  it  lir.  Pitt 
was  brought  thither  in  flanneb,  and  spoke  for  two  hours,  but  was 
forced  to  retire  four  hours  before  we  came  to  the  question. 

These  debates  were  followed  by  a  curious  account  of  the  fomous 
blasphemous  and  indecent  poem,  the  '  Essay  on  Woman,'  published 
by  one  Kidgell,  a  Methodist  parson,  who  had  been  employed  to  hunt 
it  out  The  man  has  most  deservedly  drawn  on  himself  a  torrent  of 
indignation  and  odium,  which  I  suppose  he  will  forget  in  adeanery.* 

The  next  proceeding  was  in  the  Lords,  who  sat  till  ten  at  night 
on  the  question  of  agreeing  to  our  resolutions.  The  Duke  of  Cum* 
berland,  who  voted  at  the  head  of  the  minority,  was  as  unsuccessful 
as  he  has  been  in  other  engagements,  and  was  beaten  by  114  to  35. 

So  much  for  within  doors.  But  without,  where  the  minority  is 
the  majority,  the  event  was  veiy  different  *  The  North  Briton ' 
was  ordered  to  be  burned  by  the  hangman  at  Cheapside  on  the  third 
of  this  month.  A  prodigious  riot  ensued ;  the  Sheriffs  were  mobbed, 
the  constables  beaten,  and  the  paper  with  much  difficulty  set  on  fire 
by  a  link,  and  then  rescued.    The  Ministry,  some  in  a  panic  and 

>  Kldg«ll  WIS  Ibned  to  letve  JSn^Und  for  d&hL,  and  diod  almMid.---WAi.rou.  Ho 
was  Chaplain  "  to  tho  Scotcn  Earl  of  March ''  afterwards  Doko  of  Qaeembnrj.  Soa 
WaipM$  Otorgt  III,,ioL  I  p.  811.-— CuKHiiraiuii. 
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some  m  a  nge,  fetehed  the  Sberifb  befiire  boih  Honaes ;  hot,  after 
examinations  SBd  eonferenecs  for  four  daySy  liie  whole  result  was, 
fliat  all  the  world  had  appeared  to  be  on .  the  same  side,  that  is, 
not  well  disposed  to  the  administration.  This  dissatisfoetion  has 
been  increased  by  a  Tiolent  attack  made  bj  the  Doke  of  Bedford  on 
&e  Lord  Mayor,  Aldennen,  and  Common  Gonncil,  for  not  disooim* 
tenancing  and  snppressing  the  riot ;  and  though  he  was  abandoned 
by  the  rest  of  the  Ministry,  who  paid  oourt  to  the  City  at  his  graoe's 
expense,  they  were  so  exasperated,  that  a  motion  being  made  to 
thank  the  Sherifib  for  their  behaviour,  and  to  prosecute  one  of  the 
rioters,  who  is  in  prison,  it  was  rejected  on  a  division  by  flie  casting 
vote  of  the  Lord  Mayor. 

The  Ministry  have  reoeived  a  still  greater  mortification:  flie 
Under-Secretary,  Mr.  Wood,  has  been  cast  in  the  Common  Pleas  in 
damages  of  a  thousand  pounds  to  Mr.  Wilkes ;  the  printers  too  have 
recovered  four  hundred;  and,  what  is  still  more  material^  tiie 
Solicitor-General  could  not  make  out  his  proof  of  Wilkes  being 
author  of  the  '  North  Briton.' 

The  last  scene  has  been  an  attempt  to  assassinate  Wilkee.  A 
sea-lieutenant,  called  Alexander  Dunn,  got  into  his  house  on  Thursday 
night  last  for  that  purpose ;  but  he  is  not  only  mad,  but  so  mad  that 
he  had  declared  his  intenticm  in  a  co£Eee-house  some  nights  before ; 
and  said  that  twelve  more  Scotchmen,  for  he  is  one,  were  engaged  in 
the  same  design. 

I  have  told  you  all  this  briefly,  but  you  may  imagine  what  noise 
so  many  events  have  made  in  the  hands  of  some  hundred  thousand 
commentators. 

The  fomous  Lord  Shelbume,  and  the  no  less  fiunous  Colonel  Barr^ 
— ^I  don't  know  whether  their  hme  has  readied  you — are  tamed  out 
for  joining  the  Opposition* 

The  apjffoaching  holidays  will  suspend  fSarther  hostilities  for  some 
time,  or  prepare  more.  We  have  scarce  any  other  kind  of  news 
than  politics.  The  interlude  of  Princess  Augusta's  wedding  will  be 
of  very  short  duration. 

You  have  seen  some  mention  in  the  papers  of  Monsieur  D'Eon^ 
who,  from  secretary  to  Monsieur  de  Nivemois,  became  Plenipo- 
tentiary ;  an  honour  that  turned  his  brain.  His  madness  first  broke 
out  upon  one  V ergy,  an  adventurer,  whose  soul  he  threatened  to 
put  into  a  certain  vessel  and  make  him  drink  ii  Hib  rage  was  car- 
ried so  hr  one  night  at  Lord  Hali&x's,  that  he  was  put  under 
arrest    Being  told  that  his  behaviour  was  a  breach  of  the  peace^ 
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he  tfaoQglit  it  meant  the  pe§ee  he  had  ogned,  and  grow  ten  times 
mere  mad.  This  idea  he  has  tfanut  into  a  wild  book  that  he  has 
paUished,  the  title-page  of  which  would  divert  70a ;  he  states  all 
his  own  namesy  titlesy  and  offiees :  Noble  CSIande,  GeneTiere,  Loaii» 
Angnste^  OflBsar,  Alexandre,  Heronlet  and  I  don't  know  whai^ 
Doeteor  en  Droit:  the  ehuste  from  Oanar  to  Master  Boohv  is 
ndmirable.  The  oonclnsion  of  the  story  is,  that  the  poor  oeattue 
has  an  the  papers  of  the  negotiation  in  hk  hands,  and  thieesooie 
thousand  livres  belonging  to  the  Comte  de  Ghierchy,  and  will  ddiyer 
neither  one  nor  flie  oflier.  He  is  reoalled  from  home,  and  Ibibidden 
the  Oonrt  here,  but  enjoys  the  papers,  and  Uves  on  the  money,  and 
fhey  don't  know  how  to  reooyer  either.  Monsieor  de  Ouerohy  has 
behaved  wilh  the  utmost  tendomeas  and  humanity  to  him.  This 
Minister  is  an  agreeable  man,  and  pleases  mudu 

I  have  leeeiTed  your  long  letter  of  November  12th,  with  your 
expectations  of  the  Duke  of  York,  the  Wbronxows,  and  the  Ganicks, 
most  of  whom  are  I  suppose  arrived  by  this  time.  The  QielBea 
ehina,  as  you  guessed,  was  a  present  from  the  Duchess  of  Grafton : 
I  told  her  how  jdeased  you  were  with  it,  and  that  yon  flattered 
yourself  it  was  her  present  She  thought  yon  knew  it,  for  she  says 
ahe  had  written  to  you  two  letters. 

Adieu  I  You  must  Uve  upon  this  letter  for  some  time.  Our 
MAsyyis/affW  begins  when  yours  ends.  The  town  will  be  quite  empty 
in  a  week,  till  the  18th  or  20th  of  January,  unless  folks  oome  to 
stare  at  the  Prince  of  Brunswick ;  but  I  don't  know  when  he  is  to 
be  here.  Nay,  yon  will  not  want  English  news,  while  yon  have 
English  Princes,  Russian  Chancellors,  and  English  players. 


880.    TO  THE  KABL  OF  HSBTVORD. 

Aritns^om  Stnet,  Ike.  18, 1788. 

On  the  very  day  I  wrote  to  yon  lasti  my  dear  lord,  an  extra- 


ordinary event  happened,  which  I  did  not  then  know.  A  motion 
was  made  in  the  Oonuqon  Ooqnoil,  to  thank  the  Sheriffs  for 
their  behaviour  at  the  liot,  and  to  prosecute  the  man  who  was  appie- 
bended  for  it  This  was  opposed,  and  &e  previous  question  being 
pnt,  the  numbers  were  equal ;  but  the  casting  vote  of  the  Lord 
Mayor '  was  given  against  putting  the  first  question — a  pretty  strong 

1  WUIism  BrMsen,  £iq.— Wbiskt. 
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proceeding ;  for  though,  in  oonaequenoe  and  in  reeentment  of  the 
Duke  of  Bedford's  speedh,  it  seemed  to  justify  his  gnoe,  who  had 
acoosed  the  Major  and  magistraoy  of  not  trying  to  sappreas  the 
tomult ;  if  they  will  not  prosecate  the  xiotersy  it  is  not  reiy  nnfur 
to  sumuse  that  they  did  not  dislike  the  rioi  Indeed,  the  Oity  is  so 
inflamed,  and  the  Ministry  so  obnozions,  that  I  am  very  ajqprehensiTe 
of  some  violent  oommotion.  The  court  ha^e  lost  the  Essex  election,^ 
merely  from  Lord  Sandwich  interfering  in  it»  and  from  the  Doke  of 
Bedford's  speech ;  a  great  number  of  votes  going  from  the  Gty  on 
that  account  to  vote  for  Luther.  Sir  John  Griffin,'  who  was  dis* 
obliged  by  Sandwich's  espousing  GonyerSi  went  to  Ghehnsford  at 
the  head  of  five  hundred  voters. 

One  of  flie  latest  acts  of  the  Ministry  wQl  not  please  my  Lady 
Hertford:  they  have  turned  out  her  brother.  Colonel  Fitsroy:* 
Fitaherbert,*  too,  is  removed,  and*  they  say,  Sir  Joseph  Yorke 
recalled.*  I  must  do  Lord  Halifoz  and  Mr.  Oienville  the  justice  to 
say  that  these  violences  are  not  imputed  to  them.  It  is  certain  that 
the  former  was  the  warmest  opposer  of  the  measure  for  breaking  the 
officers;  and  Mr.  Grenville's  friends  take  every  opportunity  of 
throwing  the  blame  on  the  Buke  of  Bedford  and  Lord  Sandwich* 
The  Duchess  of  Bedford,  who  is  too  fond  a  wife  not  to  partake  in 
all  her  husband's  fortunes,  has  contributed  her  portion  of  indis- 
cretion. At  a  great  dinner,  lately,  at  Lord  Hali&x's,  all  the  servants 
present,  mention  being  made  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury' 
[Seeker],  M.  de  Guerohy  asked  the  Duchess,  ''Est-il  de  fiunilleP  " 
She  roplied,  "Oh I  mon  Dieu,  non,  il  a  itj  sage-fomme."  The 
mistake  of  Bage^femtne  for  acooueheur,  and  the  strangeness  of  the 
proposition,  confounded  Ghierohy  so  mudh,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
it :  but  think  of  a  minister's  wife  telling  a  fcnreigner,  and  a 


>  John  LaUiir,  Baq.,  wm  retamed  for  Biitz,  on  the  popnlsr  iatsrett,  iOor  a  mmtn 
and  moti  ezpontlTo  eontMt— Cbokbb. 

*  Sir  John  QrlAn  Qrifln,  K.  B.,  nujor-genoril,  and  oohmol  of  tho  SSrd  regimoai; 
Biembor  for  AndoYor.  Ho  eBtobliahed,  in  1784,  a  daim  to  the  boronj  of  Howard  do 
WaUen,  and  was  eraatod,ial788,  Baroa  Bnjbiooh,  with  rMwOnder  to  A.  ▲.  KerUK 
Eiq.    Ho  died  in  1797.—Cbokbb. 

*  Colonel  Charles  Fitsroy,  member  for  Buy,  afterwards  Lord  Sonthamptoa.  li 
seems  strange  thai  Kr.  Walpole  shoild  be  mistaken  in  saeh  a  point;  but  Coloaei 
Fitsroy  was  moi  Lady  Hertford's  brother,  bnt  her  brother's  son.— Cioxn. 

*  William  Fitsheiberti  Esq.,  member  for  Deiby :  a  lord  of  trade.— CaoKsa. 

*  The  mmonr  mentioned  in  the  text  was  nnfonnded.  Sir  Joeeph  oontlnned  at  tho 
Hagne  till  178S.*<?Boua. 

*  The  gnmnds  for  this  stnmge  story  (which  Walpole  was  fond  of  repeating)  wa^ 
that  the  Archbishop  had,  in  eariy  yonth,  been  intended  for  the  medical  profession,  aad 
had  attended  some  hospitala— Caoua.    See  toL  L  p.  171.— CmmiaoBAJi. 
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CMkoliOy  fliit  flie  pnawte  of  bar  own  chuieh  had  teen  bred  a  man* 
niidwiid  I 

Hie  day  after  my  laat^  anotlier  Tordiet  was  given  in  the  Common 
Fleae,  of  fimr  hnwbed  poimds  to  the  printers ;  and  another  episode 
hiqipeDed,  lelating  to  Wilkes :  one  Dmm,  a  mad  Sootdhman,  was 
aeued  in  Wilkes's  hovue,  whither  he  had  gone  intending  to  assassinate 
liim.  This  was  eomplained  of  in  the  House  of  Commons,  but  the 
man's  phransy  was  verified ;  it  was  even  proved  fliat  he  had  notified 
hia  design  in  a  eoflbo^house,  some  days  before.  The  mob,  however, 
who  ai«  determined  that  Lord  Sandwich  shall  answer  for  every- 
body's firalts,  as  well  as  hii  own,  believe  that  he  employed  Bonn. 
I  wish  the  recess,  which  begins  next  Monday,  may  cool  matters  a 
Kttle,  for  indeed  it  grows  very  serious. 

Nothing  is  discovered  of  Lord  Harrington's  robbery,  nor  do  I  know 
any  other  news,  but  that  George  West'  is  to  marry  Lady  Mary 
Ghrey.  The  Hereditary  Prince's  wound  is  broken  out  again,  and 
will  defer  his  arrivaL  We  have  had  a  new  comedy,'  written  by 
Mrs.  Sheridan,  and  admirably  acted ;  but  there  was  no  wit  in  i^ 
and  it  was  so  vulgar  that  it  ran  but  three  nights. 

Poor  Lady  Hervey  derires  you  will  tell  Mi.  Hume  how  incapable 
she  is  of  answering  Ids  letter.  She  has  been  terribly  afflicted  for  these 
m  weeks  with  a  complication  of  gout,  rheumatisin,  and  a  nervous 
complaint  She  cannot  lie  down  in  her  bed,  nor  rest  two  minutes  in 
her  chair.    I  never  saw  such  continued  sufifering. 

Tou  say  in  your  last,  of  the  7th,  Ihat  you  have  omitted  to 
invite  no  TSuglishman  of  rank  or  name.  This  gives  me  an  oppor- 
tunity, my  dear  lord,  of  mentioning  one  Englishman,  not  of  great 
rank,  but  who  is  very  unhappy  that  you  have  taken  no  notice  ol 
him.  You  know  how  utterly  averse  I  am  to  meddle,  or  give  imper- 
tinent advice ;  but  the  letter  I  saw  was  expressed  with  so  much 
respect  and  esteem  for  you,  that  you  would  love  the  person.  It  is 
Mr.  Selwyn,  the  banker.  He  says,  he  expected  no  favour ;  but  the 
great  regard  he  has  for  the  amiableness  of  your  character,  makes 
him  miserable  at  being  totally  undistinguished  by  you.  He  has  so 
good  a  character  himself,  and  is  so  much  beloved  by  many  persons  here 
that  you  know,  that  I  think  you  will  not  dislike  my  putting  you  in 

>  Mr.  WMi  nuunied,  in  Febmary,  1764,  UAj  Muy  Grey,  dMghter  of  the  Xwl  of 
BUmford :  be  died  witboat  iiAite,  in  1776. — Wbight. 

*  "The  Dupe,"  bj  Hn.  Sheridan,  meOier  of  Biehaid  Brioslej  Sheridia.  The 
Biognphia  Dramatiea  layt  it  was  oondemned,  "  on  account  of  a  few  paeeagc^  whioh 
the  audience  thought  too  indelicate."— Waioht. 
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mind  of  him.  The  letter  was  not  to  me,  nor  to  any  finend  of  mine ; 
therefore,  I  am  sure,  nnaffeoted.  I  saw  the  whole  letter,  and  he 
did  not  even  hint  at  its  heing  oommnnioated  to  me. 

I  have  not  mentioned  Lady  Holdemesse's  presentation,  thofogh  I 
by  no  means  approve  it,  nor  a  Dntoh  woman's  lowering  the  peerage 
of  England.  Nothing  of  that  sort  eonld  make  me  more  angiy, 
except  a  commoner's  wife  taking  such  a  step ;  for  yon  know  I  haye 
all  (he  pride  of 

«•*—  A  citizen  of  Boait,  while  Some  nrTiree : 

In  that  respect  my  name  k  thoroughly 

HOBATIUB. 


m.    TO  TUB  BABIi  OF  HK8TF0RD. 

Ariingiom  Bind,  Dec  S9, 1763. 

Ton  are  sensible,  my  dear  lord,  that  any  amusement  firom  my 
letters  must  depend  upon  times  and  seasons.  We  are  a  vexy  absurd 
nation  (though  the  French  are  so  good  at  present  as  to  think  ns  a 
very  wise  one,  only  because  they,  themselves,  are  now  a  very  weak 
one) ;  but  then  that  absurdity  depends  upon  the  almanac.  Posterity, 
who  will  know  nothing  of  our  intervals,  will  conclude  that  this  age 
was  a  succession  of  events.  I  could  tell  them  that  we  know  as  well 
when  an  events  as  when  Easter,  wiU  happen.  Bo  but  recollect  these 
last  ten  years.  The  b^;inning  of  October,  one  is  certain  that 
everybody  will  be  at  Newmarket,  and  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  wiU 
lose,  and  Shafto  ^  win,  two  or  three  thousand  pounds.  After  that, 
while  people  are  preparing  to  come  to  town  for  the  winter,  the 
Ministry  is  suddenly  changed,  aud  all  the  world  comes  to  leaxn  how 
it  happened,  a  fortnight  sooner  than  they  intended ;  and  fully  per- 
suaded that  the  new  arrangement  cannot  last  a  month.  The 
Parliament  opens ;  everybody  is  bribed ;  and  the  new  establishment 
is  perceived  to  be  composed  of  adamant  November  passes,  with 
two  or  three  self-murders,  and  a  new  play.  Christmas  arrives; 
everybody  go^  out  of  town ;  and  a  riot  happens  in  one  of  the 
theatres.  The  Parliament  meets  again ;  taxes  are  warmly  opposed ; 
and  some  citizen  makes  his  fortune  by  a  subscription.'    llie  oppoei- 

*  Robert  ShaAo,  Eeq.,  ef  VTUiwoiih,  member  for  Dnikam,  weU  known  on  tbe  tori 
— 0«osuu 
'  To  »  Una.— Oboua. 
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Hxm,  languidies ;  balls  and  assemblies  begin ;  some  master  and  miss 
begin  to  get  together,  are  talked  of,  and  give  occasion  to  forty  more 
matches  being  inyented ;  an  nnexpeoted  debate  starts  up  at  flie  end 
of  the  session,  that  makes  more  noise  than  anything  that  iras 
designed  to  make  a  noise,  and  subsides  again  in  a  new  peerage  or 
two.  Bandagh  opens  and  Yanxhall ;  one  prodnces  scandal,  and 
fotibor  a  drunken  qnarreL  People  separate,  some  to  Tnnbridge, 
and  some  to  all  the  horse-races  in  England ;  and  so  the  year  comes 
again  to  October.  I  dare  to  profAiesy,  that  if  yon  keep  this  letter, 
yon  will  find  that  my  fatore  correspondence  will  be  but  an  illustra- 
tion of  this  text;  at  least,  it  is  an  excuse  for  my  having  very  little 
to  tell  you  at  present,  and  was  the  reason  of  my  not  writing  to  you 
last  week. 

Before  the  Parliament  adjourned,  there  was  nothing  but  a  trifling 
debale  in  an  empty  House,  occasioned  by  a  motion  from  the  Minis- 
tiy,  to  order  another  phjrsician  and  suigeon  to  attend  Wilkes :  it 
was  carried  by  about  seventy  to  thirty,  and  was  only  memorable  by 
producing  Mr.  Charles  Townshend,  who,  having  sat  silent  through 
the  question  of  privilege,  found  himself  interested  in  the  defence  of 
Dr.  BrmUesbyl*  Charles  ridiculed  Lord  North  extremely,  and 
had  warm  words  with  Oeorge  Ghrenville.  I  do  not  look  upon  this 
as  productive  of  consequential  speaking  for  the  opposition ;  on  the 
contrary,  I  should  expect  him  sooner  in  place,  if  the  Ministry  could 
be  fools  enough  to  restore  weight  to  him,  and  could  be  ignorant  that 
he  can  never  hurt  them  so  mudi  as  by  being  with  theuL  Wilkes 
refused  to  see  Heberden  and  Hawkins,  whom  the  House  commis- 
sioned to  visit  him ;  and  to  laugh  at  us  more,  sent  for  two  Scotch- 
men, Duncan  and  Middleton.  Well  I  but  since  that,  he  is  gone 
off  himself:  however,  as  I  did  in  D'Eon's  case,  I  can  now  only  ask 
news  of  bun  from  you,  not  tell  you  any ;  for  you  have  got  him.  I 
do  not  believe  you  will  invite  Um,  and  make  so  much  of  him,  as 

^  Dr.  RidbMd  BrodUtby,  an  eminent  phyilcian.  He  had  been  examined  before 
the  HoaM  of  Commona,  as  to  Mr.  Wilkeali  ino^MMitj  to  attend  in  hit  plaee.  Hia 
WUg  polities^  whieh  probably  induced  Mr.  Wilkea  to  aend  for  him,  indneed  the 
m^ority  of  the  Hovie  to  diatraat  hia  report,  and  to  order  two  other  medical  men  to 
viaii  the  patient  Tliia  proceeding  implied  a  donbt  of  Dr.  BroekleiVy'i  venMity, 
which  certainly  called  for  the  interference  of  Mr.  Charlea  Townahend,  who  was  a 
priTate  aa  well  aa  a  poUtical  friend  of  the  doctor^a.  Dr.  Brocklesby,  beaidea  being  one 
of  the  Srrt  physicians  of  hia  time,  was  a  man  of  literature  and  taste,  and  did  not  eon- 
fine  his  society  nor  his  beneficence  to  those  who  agreed  wiUi  him  in  politics.  He  was 
Um  friend  and  physician  of  Dr.  Johnson ;  and  when,  towards  the  doae  of  that  great 
man's  life,  it  was  supposed  that  his  drcumstancea  were  not  quite  easy,  Dr.  Brocklesby 
generously  pressed  him  to  accept  an  annuity  of  one  hundred  pounds,  and  he  attended 
him  to  his  death  with  unremitted  alTection  and  caie.--CaouB. 
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the  Duke  of  Bedfari  did.  Bofli  sides  pretend  joy  at  hia  being 
gone ;  and  for  onoe  I  ean  beUeve  both.  You  will  be  diverted,  as  I 
wasy  at  the  cordial  esteem  the  ministers  have  for  one  amiQier; 
Lord  Waldagraye  *  told  my  nieoe  [Lady  Waldegrave],  this  mom- 
ingy  that  he  had  offered  a  shilling,  to  reoeire  an  hnndred  pomids 
when  Sandwich  shall  lose  his  head  I  what  a  good  opinion  Qiej  have 
of  one  another  I  apropos  to  losing  heads,  is  Lally  beheaded  f 

The  East  Lidia  Gcnnpany  have  come  to  an  nnanimoos  resolntion 
of  not  paying  Lord  (Xm  the  three  hundred  thovsand  poonds,  which 
the  Ministry  had  promised  him  in  lien  of  his  Nabobical  annnity. 
Jnst  after  the  baigain  was  made,  his  old  mstie  of  a  Mhet  was  at 
flie  King's  ler^;  tiie  King  asked  where  his  son  was  ;  he  replied, 
''Sire,  he  is  coining  to  town,  and  then  your  Majesty  will  have 
another  vote.*'  If  you  like  these  franknesses,  I  can  tdl  yoa  another. 
The  Chancellor  [Northington]  is  chosen  a  governor  of  St  Bifttho* 
lomew's  Hospital :  a  smart  gentleman,  who  was  sent  with  the  staff, 
carried  it  in  the  evening,  when  the  Chancellor  happened  to  be 
dnmL  ''  Well,  Mr.  Bardemy,"  said  his  lordship,  snuffing,  ''  what 
have  you  to  sayP''  The  man,  who  had  prepared  a  fimnal 
harangue,  was  transported  to  have  so  fiiir  opportunity  given  him 
of  uttering  it,  and  with  much  dapper  gesticulation  eongratnlated  his 
lordship  on  his  health,  and  the  nation  on  enjoying  such  great 
abilities.  The  Chancellor  stopped  him  shorty  Gryingf  ''^7  ^^^ 
it  is  a  lie  I  I  have  neither  health  nor  abilities ;  my  bad  health 
has  destroyed  my  abilities.'^  Hie  late  Chancellor  [Hardwibke]  is 
much  better. 

The  last  time  the  King  was  at  Druiy-lane,  the  play  given  out  for 
next  night  was  'All  in  the  Wrong: '  the  galleries  chq^ped,  and  then 
cried  out,  "  Let  ««  be  all  in  the  right !  Wilkes  and  Liberty  I '' 
When  the  King  comes  to  a  theatre,  or  goes  out,  or  goes  to  the 
House,  there  is  not  a  single  applause ;  to  the  Queen  there  is  a  little: 
in  short,  Lama  le  bienaim^  is  not  French  at  present  for  King  GFeorge. 

The  town,  you  may  be  sure,  ii  very  empty ;  the  greatest  party  is 
at  Wobum,  whither  the  Comte  de  Guerchy  and  the  Duo  de 
Pecquigny  are  going.  I  have  been  three  days  at  Strawberry,  and 
had  George  Selwyn,  Williams,  and  Lord  Ashbumham ;  *  but  the 
weather  was  intolerably  bad.    We  have  scarce  had  a  moment's 

>  John,  third  Eirl  of  WaldagimTO,  wd  brothn^n-law  of  Walpolo's  nieoe  (died  1784). 
"— CvmivoDAX. 

'  John,  Moond  Kerl  of  Athbornham ;  one  of  the  lordi  of  the  bedchnmber,  end 
keeperoftheperka,MMoeededhis&therinl787,enddiedinl81S.  HeweseooUeetor 
of  pictaree,  end  bought  with  taete  and  libeimUt7.--^i»nasoHAiL 
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drought  flinoe  yea  wont,  no  more  than  for  so  many  months  be&ire. 
The  town  and  the  roads  are  beyond  measurQ  dirfy,  and  everything 
else  under  water.  I  was  not  wdl  neither,  nor  am  ye^  with  pains  in 
my  stomaoh :  however,  if  I  ever  used  one,  I  oonld  a£brd  to  pay  a 
physieLan.  T'other  day,  coming  from  my  Lady  Townshend's 
[Harrison's]  it  came  into  my  head  to  stop  at  one  of  the  lottery 
offioes,  to  inquire  after  a  single  ticket  I  had,  expecting  to  find  it  a 
blank,  bat  it  was  five  hundred  pounds — Thank  you  I  I  know  you 
yriak  me  joy.  It  will  biqr  twenty  pretty  things  when  I  come  to 
Paris. 

I  read,  last  night,  your  new  French  play,  'LeCSomte  de  Warwic,'^ 
which  we  hear  has  succeeded  much.  I  must  say,  it  does  but  con- 
firm  the  cheap  idea  I  have  of  you  French :  not  to  mention  the 
prepcsterous  perversion  of  history  in  so  known  a  story,  the  Queen's 
ridiculous  preference  of  old  Warwick  to  a  young  Ebg ;  the  omis- 
sion of  the  only  thing  she  ever  said  or  did  in  her  whole  life  worth 
recording,  which  was  thinking  herself  too  low  for  his  wife,  and 
too  high  for  his  nustress ; '  the  romantic  honour  bestowed  on  two 
snch  savages  as  Edward  and  Warwick :  besides  these,  andforty  such 
glaring  absurdities,  there  is  but  one  scene  that  has  any  merit, 
that  between  Edward  and  Warwick  in  the  third  act  Indeed, 
indeed,  I  don't  honour  the  modem  French:  it  is  making  your 
son  but  a  slender  compliment,  with  his  knowledge,  for  them  to 
say  it  is  extraordinary.  The  best  proof  I  think  they  give  of  their 
taste,  is  liking  you  all  three.  I  rejoice  that  your  little  boy  is 
recovered.  Your  brother  has  been  at  Park-place  this  week,  and 
stays  a  week  longer :  his  hill  is  too  high  to  be  drowned. 

Thank  you  for  your  kindness  to  Mr.  Selwyn :  if  he  had  too  much 
impatience,  I  am  sure  it  proceeded  only  from  his  great  esteem 
for  you. 

I  will  endeavour  to  learn  what  you  desiro ;  and  will  answer,  in 
another  letter,  that  and  some  other  passages  in  your  last  Dr. 
Hunter  is  very  good,  and  calls  on  me  sometimes.  You  may  guess 
whether  we  talk  you  over  or  not    Adieu  I 

PS.  There  has  not  been  a  death,  but  Sir  William  Maynard's, 

>  By  La  Hazp&  Thli  pUy,  written  when  the  anthor  wae  only  twenty-three  yean 
old,  rdeed  him  into  gfeat  celebrity ;  and  ii,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Frendi  eritioi,  his 
int  woric  in  merit  aa  well  as  date. — Caoxia. 

'  Thii  phnie  baa  been  alio  attributed  to  ICademoiselle  de  Montmorency,  afterwafde 
Princeas  de  Cond6,  in  reply  to  the  eolidtationa  of  Henry  IV. ;  and  ia  told  alao  of 
Mademoiaella  de  Bohan,  afterwaida  Dncheaa  of  Deox  Ponta.— Caoxuu 
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wlio  IB  oome  to  life  again ;  or  a  ]iianiage»  but  Admiral  KnoUys'is 
irko  has  married  his  divoroed  wife  again. 


aai.    TO  THK  BBY.  WILLIAK  XASON.> 
8iB  t  ArlimffUm  8ire^  Dee.  29, 17CS. 

Youn  bookseller  has  brought  me  the  volume  of  yonr  Wodcsy'  for 
which  I  give  yon  a  thousand  thanks :  I  hare  read  them  again  in 
this  form  with  great  saiis&ction.  I  wish  in  return  that  I  had  any 
thing  literary  to  tell  you  or  send  you,  that  would  please  you  half  as 
much.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  how  to  convey  to  you  another 
volume  of  my  Anecdotes  and  a  volume  of  Engravers,  which  will 
be  published  in  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks — but  they  will  be  for 
from  amusing  you.  If  the  otiier  volumes  were  trifling,  these  are 
ten  times  more  so ;  nolhing  but  my  jnstioe  to  the  public,  to  whom  I 
owed  them,  could  have  prevailed  over  my  dissatisfaction  with  them, 
and  have  made  me  produce  them.  The  painters  in  the  third  volume 
are  more  obscure,  most  of  them,  than  those  in  the  former ;  and  the 
feots  relating  to  them  have  not  even  th0  patina  of  ambiguity  to  hide 
and  consecrate  their  insignificance.  The  tome  of  Engravers  is  a 
mere  list  of  very  bad  prints.  You  will  find  this  account  strictly  true 
and  no  a£betation.  To  make  you  son^  amends,  it  wiU  not  be  long 
before  I  have  the  pleasure  oi  sending  you  by  for  the  most  curious 
and  entertaining  book  that  my  press  has  produced;  if  it  diverts  you  as 
much  as  it  does  Mr.  Ghray  and  me,  you  will  think  it  the  most 
delightful  book  you  ever  read ;  and  yet,  out  of  150  pages,  you  had 
better  skip  the  fifty  first  Are  not  you  impatient  to  Imow  what  this 
curiosity  is  and  to  see  it  P  It  is  the  life  of  the  famous  Lord  Herbert 
of  CShert>ury,  and  written  by  himself— of  the  contents  I  will  not 
anticipate  one  word*  I  address  this  letter  to  Aston,  upon  the 
authority  of  your  book'*  I  should  be  sorry  if  it  miscarried  only  as 
it  is  a  mark  of  my  gmtitude. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  much  obliged  humble  servant, 

Hon.  Walpole. 

■ThbistlMiniofWalpoto'iltfitentoMMOiithapoek  Ai  Um  Satimale  Mend  of 
Omy,  Walpok  wm  pvefNtfed  to  tUnk  woU  of  ICaaon.  In  %  few  7«nn  fkom  thU 
Omf  boQuno  pnUy  oonoUnt  oom^iondonti,  wiolo  pooUeid  nnd  polltieftl  aqntbt 
togetiiar,  nnd  ihoa  qoMrdled.  ICaoon  oaUivod  Wilpole  only  *  few  montlu,  dyins 
April  7, 1797.  When  th^  correipondenoe  oommenoed  KMon  was  rector  of  Aeton, 
nenr  Rotlieriuun  in  ToiUdre,  and  ohaplain  in  ordinaiy  to  tlie  King. — CmrnieHA«. 

*  Poenu  by  William  Maeon,  M.A.,  London,  8?o.»  1764.— CoaaiiraBAX. 

*  The  Dedicalory  Sonneito  Uid  HoMeneaae,  datwi  "May  12, 17S8"  iefer«  to 
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PJ5L  HaTd  you  xead  Mis.  Macniilay  P  I  am  j^  again  to  hare 
Kr.  Gray's  opbion  to  oonoborate  mine,  that  it  is  the  most  swunHfl^ 
unaffected,  and  best  bistory  of  England  that  we  lutYO  had  yet' 
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Sttwubarif  HiU,  Jam.  Q,  1764. 

Mt  dear  Sir,  it  does  not  rain  histories  as  it  did  the  first  week  of 
the  Session.  I  am  very  fidtbful  to  yon,  and  never  omit  a  material 
event  The  Pariiament  has  been  adjonmed  these  three  weeks,  and 
party  been  to  keep  its  Christmas  in  the  country.  To*morrow 
se'nnight  we  meet  i^ain,  and  some  of  our  passions  will  revive,  though 
a  good  quantity  probably  will  subside,  as  Mr.  Wilkes,  theheroof  the 


*' ArtM'i  McrafcihMde''— tiMttTins  in  Tortdili«,io  wUch  IfMonhad  bMn  pivnisa 
in  1764  bj  Bobert^  Sari  oi  HoMeraene.    CwnrmqiiL 
*  lUaon'i  loply  dtmnm  inierUon ; — 

to  ma  BOH.  BMUOB  WALWU. 

8ik  Afim,  /on,  9, 1TS4» 

Tia  bad  weftthar  which  hM  confined  ma  a  fbrinlshi  longar  in  thii  |daoa  than  I  in- 
tended, has  glTen  ma  an  oppoiinniiy  of  leeeiTing  yonr  moat  obliging  letter  in  dn» 
time.  1  eannoi  help,  hoverer,  animadTertiag  on  yonr  waaon  Ibr  dineting  it  to  Aaton^ 
whieh  yon  ny  waa  on  the  anthority  of  my  Book»  thai  iatoiay,  '*  becaaae  I  had  written 
a  aonnet  here  the  12th  of  laat  Hay,  yon  oondnded  I  ahonld  be  here  alao  in  the  feiy 
depth  of  one  of  the  wotat  winters  in  tiie  memoiyof  Kan."  A  oondnaion  this  wbMi 
wonid  only  beeome  a  Bishop  to  make,  and  he  too  ooght  to  be  one'a  dioeeoan.  I  kmnr 
nobody  else  that  should  expect  a  poor  rector  to  kesp  snch  strict  parodiial  reridenea. 
The  aMt»  howerer,  ia  on  yonr  side ;  bat  I  mnst  own  I  am  here  mnch  against  my  wil^ 
and  shall  therefovs  BMnre  aJMrthward,  wheneiar  I  can  mnater  np  eoange  saOcieai— to 
wade  aeren  mite  to  a  tampike. 

I  am  Tciy  highly  obliged  to  yon  for  yonr  intention  of  sending  me  the  condnding 
tolnaeaof  yonr  Aneedotea  of  Psinting,  bnt  hope  to  be  in  town  soon  enongh  toreeahro 
them  then.  Should  thoy  prore  to  be  merely  what  yon  say  they  are  I  shJl  rsad  them 
with  grsai  pleasnra,  for  though  I  am  no  antiquarian  I  hare  as  groas  an  appetite  aa  any 
of  them  in  matters  where  painting  ia  concaiBed.    LordHerbert'alifewillbealMai 

I  ahonld  aa  soon  haye  thought  of  purchasing  Aulay  ICaeaulay's  Short  Hand,  aa  Hr^ 
Haeanlay's  History,  on  seeing  them  both  adTcrtised.  I  shall  now  howerer  lead  the 
lady  into  my  Ubiary  Tcty  speedily,  where  she  will  And  no  oompetitioD,  for  I  narer 
met  with  a  Histosy  of  Baglaad  yet  that  I  thonghl  worth  buying,  nor  indeed  could  I 
erer  read  one  thirty  through,  except  Darid  Hume's.  I  wish  yon  had  told  me  whether 
4m  was  a  maU,  wUb,  or  widow;  not  that  IhaTC  any  intenttonaof  making  my  addiuaisa 
to  her,  bnt  that  I  mlghi  have  known  whether  aha  be  bem  of  Bngliah  parents^  a  ibsl 
whidi  I  am  national  enough  to  be  Tory  anxious  about.  I  shall  learn  this  I  hope  when 
I  see  Mr.  Gray  at  Cambridge,  where  I  mean  to  stay  a  week  or  two  before  I  come  to 
town. 

Bettare  me,  Acl, 

W.  HAaon« 
-OeannoBin. 


IM  HORAOK  WALF0IiB*8  LETTERS.  \}76L 


HsBBBf  has  prafbmd  Fraiioe  to  niArtyrduiu.  This  cngnaes  id6  fiom 
whaty  by  ilie  way,  I  would  have  ezcviaed  myaelf  some  how  or  oihery 
the  entering  with  yon  into  a  disoosnon  of  flie  conimvewy  on  his 
subject  I  haye  no  objection  to  the  opinion  yon  have  fonnedy  while 
you  ana  at  such  a  distance ;  lam  no  maker  of  oonvertB,  and  yon  and 
I  shall  never  love  one  another  the  leas  for  thinking  diflTerently.  I 
will  have  the  fiunous  '  No.  46 '  written  out  for  you,  for  it  is  not  to 
be  had  now  but  in  ihe  collection  printed  together.  The  'Essay  on 
Woman '  I  do  not  wonder  you  concluded  had  been  reprinted,  but  it 
has  not;  nor  have  I  ever  seen  it,  though  it  lies  in  the  House  of 
liordi.'  The  public  attention  was  instanfly  diverted  from  the  piece 
itself  to  indignation  at  flie  manner  in  which  it  was  obtained.  Then 
there  was  a  dirty  parson,  one  Kidgell,  who,  not  content  wifli  being 
Ihe  procurer,  published  such  an  indecent  account  of  it,  as  at  once 
satL^ed  flie  curiosity  of  the  town,  and  provoked  them  to  abhoiience 
of  the  wretched  tool  himsel£  He  has  been  pelted  in  every  news- 
paper, while  the  work  itself  was  forgotten.  Whether  the  ministers 
will  be  so  weak  as  to  revive  this  clamour  now  Wilkes  is  gone,  I  don't 
know,— judgment  is  not  their  bright  side  I 

Don't  think  I  disapprove  your  magnificence  for  your  Russian 
guests ;  and  yet,  my  dear  Sir,  the  generosity  of  your  temper  is  fond 
of  catching  at  a  command  to  be  expensive.  I  can  excuse  it  too,  as  I 
conclude  the  Muscovite  Ohancellor  hates  his  mistress,  the  murderess ; 
one  can't  help  being  civil  to  anybody  who  wishes  her  dead.  We  are 
on  the  eve  of  a  Boyal  wedding,  but  not  a  very  sumptuous  one.  The 
Hereditary  Prince  is  expeded  every  hour,  and  if  arrived,  is,  Uiey 
say,  to  be  married  on  the  12tL  You  see  I  talk  of  it  with  little 
certainty.  I  shall  satisfy  my  curiosity  by  seeing  him  at  the  Opera ; 
a  glimpse  of  a  hero  will  content  me.  He  is  to  take  away  his  bride 
almost  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  nuptials. 

There  is  a  wedding  in  embryo  that  touches  you  much  nearer  ihan 
the  Princess  Augusta's.  Your  nephew  Horace  is  to  marry  a  sister 
of  the  Earl  of  Ghdnsborough.  I  believe  it  is  quite  fixed,  though  not 
to  be  perfected  till  he  is  of  age.  She  has  little  beauty,  I  hear,  and 
less  fortune,  but  the  boy  likes  her,  and  the  allianoe  is  very  credit- 
aUe.  He  is  a  most  amiable,  gentle,  good-natured  lad ;  I  grieve  that 
this  business  will  prevent  your  seeing  him,  but  I  recollect  that  you 
were  not  fond  of  having  him  at  Florence. 

*  Seep.  18S.  My  friend  Mr.  Bnrtt,  of  the « Public  Reooid  Office,' msde  »  longlmt 
fMUeii  Miirch  imong  the  pepen  of  the  Solicitor  to  the  Treainry  for  a  copy  of  thia 
eHij^— CvmniaBAM. 
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ThundiHi  iritdtt'iiKiSm  AmI  iitf  At  mAMM^i^UhlL 

We  hare  heard,  but  sinee  six  this  ereonig,  that  the  HereditaTy 
Prinoe  has  landed ;  the  wedding,  I  &nxfy,  inll  searoely  be  sooner 
flian  Monday.  Next  week  will  be  the  reign  of  gold  and  silyer  stiifb, 
for  besides  the  marriage,  iliere  is  the  Qaeen's  birth-day ;  bnt  Mr. 
Wilkes  will  spoil  half  flie  solenmity,  if  he  does  not  retnm  to  be 
sacrificed.  Bishop  Warbnrton  has  whetted  ready  a  dassic  knife, 
which  he  woold  swear  came  fiom  Diana's  own  altar  in  the  Cherso- 
nesos,  whose  religion  he  belieres  as  mnch  as  that  he  professes, 
except  that  the  archbishopric  of  Tanris  is  at  present  m  parHbu% 
mJUeHum;  and  the  Turks  have  sequestered  the  revenues.    Adieu. 

MS.    TO  GEOBOX  MOKTAOU,  SSQ. 

AHmgim  Skrmi,  Jam.  U,  1764. 

It  IS  an  age,  I  own;  since  I  wrote  to  yon:  but  except  politics, 
what  was  there  to  send  youF  and  toot  poJitics,  the  present  are  too 
contemptible  to  be  recorded  by  anybody  but  joomalisls,  gaietteeirsy 
and  sudi  historians  I  The  ordinuy  of  Newgate,  or  Mr.  •  •  •  \ 
who  write  for  their  monthly  half-crown,  and  who  are  indiffiarent 
whether  Lord  Bute,  Lord  Melcombe,  or  Maclean  [the  highwayman], 
is  their  hero,  may  swear  they  find  diamonds  on  dunghiUs ;  but  you 
will  excuse  me,  if  I  let  our  correspondence  lie  donnant  rather 
than  deal  in  such  trash.  I  am  foroed  to  send  Lord  Hertford 
and  Sir  Horace  Mann  such  garbage,  because  they  are  out  ol 
Enghmd,  and  the  sea  softens  and  makes  palatable  any  potion,  as  it 
does  claret ;  but  unless  I  can  divert  you,  I  had  rather  wait  till  we 
can  laug^  together;  the  best  employment  for  finends,  who  do  not 
mean  to  pick  one  another's  pocket»  nor  make  a  property  of  cither's 
frankness.  Lutead  of  politics,  therefore,  I  shall  amuse  you  to^y 
with  a  fiury  tale. 

I  was  desired  to  be  at  my  Lady  Suffolk's  on  New-year's  mom, 
where  I  found  Lady  Temple  and  others.  On  the  toilet  llGss  Hotham ' 
spied  a  small  round  box.  She  seised  it  with  all  the  eagerness  and 
curiosity  of  deven  years.  In  it  was  wrapped  up  a  heart-diamond 
ring,  and  a  paper  in  which,  in  a  hand  as  small  as  Buckingor's,'  who 

*  In  th<  original  letter  the  name  if  obliterated  b^ond  reeoTery.— CumnvaBAii. 

s  MiM  Hotluiin,  great  nieoe  of  HenrietU  Hobart^  Connieaa  Dowager  of  Snffolk.-^ 

CUBVISOBAX. 

*  Mattliew Bnekinger, bom  1674,  without banda or  feet^ died  172S.  Tberalaaprlnt 
of  him  drmwn  and  written  bj  himadf,  with  the  book  of  Paalma  engrared  on  the  eorla 
of  hia  la^ipe  flowing  periwig.  See  Mrs.  Ploiii*a  AneedoUa  qf  Dr.  Johntcm,  p.  61.— 
CvmnoBAM. 


l«d  HORAGK  WALFOLBB  LRTKBa  (lf«^ 

used  to  write  the  Loid's  Prayer  in  the  oompaaB  of  a  sUtbt  peonj, 
were  the  following  linea : — 

BflBt  by  a  ^jlpb,  vnlieard,  voieea, 

A  new^yfltr't  gift  irom  Mab  ow  queen : 

But  tell  it  not,  for  if  yon  de^ 

Ton  wUl  be  pindi'd  all  Uaek  nod  blue. 

Coneider  weU,  wbnt  n  dlignee^ 

To  ihow  abroad  jonr  mottled  hot : 

Then  aeal  your  1^  pni  on  tbe  ring; 

And  aoaetlnMa  *i>*nb  of  OK  tbe  kim^ 


Ton  will  easily  gaess  fliat  Lady  Temple  was  the  poetess,  and  fliai 
we  were  delighted  with  the  gentleness  of  the  thought  and  exeeotion. 
The  child,  yon  may  imagine,  was  less  transported  with  the  poetry 
than  the  present.  Her  attention,  however,  was  hurried  backwaids 
and  forwards  frpm  the  ring  to  a  new  coat,  fliat  she  had  been  trying 
on  when  sent  for  down ;  impatient  to  leristt  her  ooat,  and  to  diow 
the  ring  to  her  maid,  she  whisked  up  stairs ;  when  she  eame  down 
again,  she  fonnd  a  letter  sealed,  and  lying  on  the  floor— 4iew  exol** 
mations  I    Lady  Suffolk  bade  her  open  it :  here  it  is  >-^ 

Tonr  iongne,  too  nimble  Ibr  you  aenae, 

la  gniHy  of  a  high  oflbnea; 

"Htih  intndneed  nfMiMJ  debate. 

And  topqr-tnrfy  tom'd  our  atate. 

In  gallantly  I  aeni  the  ring, 

The  token  of  a  lofoaiA  king: 

Under  fiJr  Mab'a  aaapidona  name 

From  me  tbe  tiifling  preient  came. 

Ton  Uabb'd  tbe  newa  In  Svllblk'a  ear ; 

The  tattling  aepbyra  broaght  it  here; 

Aa  Mab  waa  indolently  bOd 

Under  a  poppy'a  aprendlng  ahade. 

The  Jealooa  qneen  atarted  in  nge; 

She  kick*d  her  erown,  and  beat  her  page : 

"  Bring  me  my  magic  wand,"  abe  ciiea; 

"Under  thai  pzinuraa^  there  it  Ilea 

111  change  the  ailly,  aancy  diit, 

Into  a  flea,  a  lonae,  a  nit, 

A  worm,  a  graaabopper,  a  rat» 

An  owl,  a  monkey,  hedge^Mg^  bai> 

But  hold,  why  not  by  fairy  art 

Tranaform  tbe  wretdi  into — 

Izion  once  a  dond  embiaoed. 

By  Jove  and  Jcalonqr  well  placed ; 

MThai  aport  to  ace  proud  Oberon  stare^ 

And  flirt  it  with  ajMC  en  Vairr* 

Then  thrioe  she  stamp'd  the  trembllDg  gronnd. 

And  thrice  abe  wared  her  wand  around; 

When  I,  endowed  with  greater  akill. 

And  Ida  inclined  to  do  yon  ill, 

Muttered  aome  words,  withheld  her  arm. 

And  kindly  aiopp'd  the  nnfiniah'd  charm. 


1M11  fO  m  MOVTAOVi 

Or  aomMUi^  MM  laMicnle ; 
TM»  tf  yw  loagM  hM  i«B  IM  M» 

Tov  VirirttrtI  biM^  mmI  mI  iMlb 

Vo  BHin  ihall  fMIe  Capid  Ito 

la  amlmNtde  la  «lllMr  ^y«» 

Vkmb  tlMBoe  to  aba  kis  kaoMii  dwi 

To  o^vato  eaeh  jovlliM  bitri; 

Vo  aiova  ihaQ  aavioas  bIiim  piaa 

At  duinu  aow  flowBt  thai  oaoa  wmt  tkiaa: 

Ko  i»on,  iiaoa  yoa  ao  III  bahav«^ 

Shall  ii^Jarod  Obeioa  be  yoar  aUftt. 

llieie  18  one  ward  which  I  oonld  wish  had  not  been  Qiae, 
ihoo|^  it  18  prettily  excused  afterward8.  The  next  day  my  Lady 
SufUk  desired  I  would  write  her  a  patent  fsr  appointing  Lady 
Temple'  poet  laureate  to  the  finries.  I  was  ezcestively  ont  ef 
mder  wifli  a  pain  in  my  stomach,  whidi  I  had  had  fcr  ten  day8» 
and  was  fitter  to  write  Tsnes  like  a  Poet  Lanreate,  than  fixr  making 
one ;  howeyer,  I  was  going  home  to  dinner  alonoi  and  at  six  I 
sent  her  some  Unei^  which  yon  ought  to  haTe  seen  how  siet  I 
was,  to  exoQse ;  hut  first  I  mnet  tell  you  my  tale  mefliodioally. 
Ihe  next  morning  by  nine  o'dook  Miss  Hotham  (she  must  fMrgiTe 
me  twenty  years  hence  for  saying  she  was  eleven*  for  I  leooUeet  she 
18  hat  ten),  airired  at  Lady  Temjde's,  her  fiice  and  neck  all  spotted 
with  saffion,  and  limping.  ''Oh,  Madamt"  said  she,  ''I  am 
undone  for  ever  if  you  do  not  assist  me  t "  ''  Lord,  child,"  cried  my 
Lady  Temple,  ''what  is  the  matter? "  thinking  she  had  hurt  herself 
or  lost  the  ring,  and  that  she  was  sfaden  out  before  her  aunt  was  up. 
"  Oh,  Madam,''  said  the  girl,  "nobody  but  you  can  assist  me  I  '^ 
My  Lady  Temple  protests  tlw  child  acted  her  part  so  well  as  to  deceiTo 
her.  "What  can  I  do  for  youP"  "  Dear  Madam,  take  this  kiad 
from  my  back ;  nobody  but  you  can.''  Lady  Temple  turned  her 
roimd,  and  upon  her  back  was  tied  a  child's  waggon.  In  it  were 
three  tiny  purses  of  blue  relyet ;  in  one  of  them  a  silTcr  cup,  in 
another  a  crown  of  laurel,  and  in  the  third  four  new  silver  pennies, 
with  the  patent,  signed  at  top, "  Oberon  Lnperator ; "  and  two  sheets 
of  warrants  strung  together  with  blue  silk  according  to  form ;  and 
at  top  an  office  seal  of  wax  and  a  chajdet  of  cut  paper  on  ii 
The  Warrants  were  these : — 

From  the  Boyal  Mews : 

A  waggon  with  the  draught  horses,  deliyered  by  command  with- 
out fee. 

I  Lady  Temple'a  latUr  of  thaaki  to  Walpola  is  priatod  Id  the  OrtrnfifU  Pa^en^ 
ToLIL  p  ISO.— CvmiiaaBAM. 
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out  fee. 


From  flie  Loid  Ohambeiliiii's  Qfiee : 

Awamat  with  tte  rojral  sign  manual,  delmrod  by  oommaiid 
without  fee,  being  fint  entered  in  flie  oflloe  books. 

Fran  file  Lord  Steward's  Qffiee : 
A  butt  id  saok,  delivered  wiikout  fee  or  gratuity,  with  an  erder 
for  leturaing  the  eask  for  llie  use  of  the  offiooi  bjr  eommand. 

From  flie  Great  Wardrobe : 
Three  Telyet  bags,  ddivered  without  fee,  by  oommand. 

From  the  Treasurer  of  the  Household's  Office : 

A  year's  salary  paid  free  from  land-tax,  poundage,  or  any  o&er 
deduodon  whatever,  by  oommand. 

From  the  Jewel  Office: 
A  silver  butt,  a  silver  cup,  a  wreath  of  bays,  by  eommand  witfi* 

Tlien  came  the  Patent : 

By  tlMM  pfeMnte  be  It  knomi. 
To  all  who  btsd  bdfoio  oor  throne^ 
Tftji  and  fMm,  oItm  and  ipriiea, 
Botntoooi  daniM  md  gft^^fit  knis^tef 
Thaft  we»  Oberon  the  gnuMi, 
Smperor  of  Ukj  land, 
Xing  of  moonalilMy  prinoa  of  dnamsi 
Lord  of  Agaalppo'a  aireanae, 
Baran  of  Um  dimpled  idea 
Tbal  lie  in  pretty  maiden's  amileit 
Aidii4ieaiiii«r  of  att  the  graoea 
DiipeiMd  through  fifty  love^  jheeii 
SofWelgn  of  the  aUp|Mf  a  order, 
With  an  the  ritee  theteoa  that  border, 
Defender  of  the  lylphie  fldth, 
Deelart—aad  tlms  yoor  monaroh  aalth: 
Whereaa  there  ia  a  noble  dame^ 
Whom  mortala  Oonntem  Temple  aaoM^ 
To  whom  onrw^did  errt  impart 
The  choieeit  aeorela  of  onr  art^ 
Taught  her  to  twie  the  hatmonloaa  Use 
To  ov  own  melody  dlrine^ 
Tanght  her  the  graoeftil  negligence^ 
Whieh,  aooming  art  and  nSling  aena% 
Adderee  that  oonqneat  o'er  the  heart 
Senae  aeldom  gaitt%  and  never  art : 
TUa  kdy,  'tia  ov  royal  will 
Our  ]a«eate*8  vaeant  aeat  ahonld  fill : 
A  ohaplet  of  immortal  bay  a 
Shall  erown  her  brow  and  gmffd  her  hqra 
Of  neotar  laek  an  aoom  cap 
Be  at  her  board  eaeh  year  filled  np ; 
And  aa  eaah  quarter  feart  eomea  ronnd 
A  iilTer  penny  shall  be  fimnd 
Within  Uie  oompaas  of  her  shoo— 
And  so  we  bid  yon  all  adien  I 


ItM.]  TO  MR.  UOVfAm.  IM 

GiTtt  at  our  palaM  of  OormMp  OasUe,  the  Bhortest  nij^t  of  the 
year.  Obebok. 

HOTHAMINA. 

How  shall  I  ten  you  the  greatest  oarioeity  of  the  story  f  The 
whole  ^aa  and  ezeeatioii  of  the  seoond  act  was  laid  and  adjusted  by 
my  Lady  Sdblk  herself  aad  Will  Cfhetwynd,  Master  of  the  Mint, 
Lord  Bolingbroke's  Oroonoko-Ghetwynd;*  he  foarsoorey  she  past 
seventy-six;  and,  what  is  more,  mnoh  worse  than  I  was,  for,  added 
to  her  deafaess,  she  has  been  oonfined  these  three  weeks  with  the 
gout  in  her  eyes,  and  was  aetnally  then  in  misery,  and  had  been 
withoat  sleep.  What  spirits,  and  eleremess,  and  imagination,  at 
that  age,  and  nnder  those  aiBicting  drcnmstanoes  I  Yon  teoon- 
tioitre  her  old  eonrt  knowledge,  how  charmingly  she  has  applied  it  I 
Bo  yon  wonder  I  pass  so  many  hours  and  evenings  with  herP 
Alas  I  I  had  like  to  have  lost  her  this  morning  t  They  had  poultioed 
her  feet  to  draw  the  gout  downwards,  and  began  to  snooeed  yesterday , 
lut  to-day  it  flew  up  into  her  head,  and  she  was  almost  in  oon- 
Tulsions  with  the  agony,  and  screamed  dreadfully ;  proof  enough 
how  ill  she  was,  for  her  patience  and  good  breeding  makes  her  for 
ever  sink  and  conceal  what  she  feds.  Thi^  evening  the  gout  has 
been  driven  back  to  her  foot,  and  I  trust  she  is  out  of  danger.  Her 
loss  will  be  irreparable  to  me  at  Twickenham,  where  she  is  by  fiir 
the  most  rational  and  agreeable  company  I  have. 

I  don't  tell  you  thattilie  Hereditary  Prince  [of  Brunswick]  is  still 
expected  and  not  arrived.  A  royal  wedding  would  be  a  flat  episode 
after  a  real  feiry  tale,  though  the  bridegroom  is  a  hero.  I  have  not 
seen  your  brother  General  yet,  but  have  called  on  him.  When 
6ome  you  yourself?  Never  mind  the  town  and  its  filthy  politics ; 
we  can  go  to  the  Gkdlery  at  Strawberry— stay,  I  don't  know  whether 
we  can  or  not,  my  hill  is  almost  drowned,  I  don't  know  how  your 
mountain  is — weU,  we  can  take  a  boat,  and  always  be  gay  there ; 
I  wish  we  may  be  so  at  seventy-six  and  eighty  I  I  abominate 
politics  more  and  more ;  we  had  glories,  and  would  not  keep  them : 
well !  content,  that  there  was  an  end  of  blood ;  then  perks  pre- 
rogative its  ass's  ears  up ;  we  are  always  to  be  saving  our  liberties, 
and  then  staking  them  again  I  'Tis  wearisome  I  I  hate  the  dis- 
cussion, and  yet  one  cannot  always  sit  at  a  gaming-table  and  never 
make  a  bet    I  wish  for  nothing,  I  care  not  a  straw  for  the  ins  or 

'  SceToLLp.  139, — CoanvoBAii. 
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hI6  outs  f  1  dctonmiid  tti&vBt  to  umk  of  wuBBk^  jot  ioB-  imiuipoii 
eaiAeB  me;  can  yoa  tdl  anyfliiiig  fluit  will  pievent  infeetinP 
Wen  then,  beie  I  swear, — no,  I  won't  swear,  one  ahraya  bieaks 
one's  oafh.  Oh,  tibat  I  had  heen  horn  to  lo?e  a  eonit  like  Sr 
William  Breton !  I  should  haro  lived  and  died  wifli  flie  eooadbrt 
of  thinking  that  eourts  thera  will  be  to  all  eterniijr,  and  the  fibeity 
of  my  ooimtiy  wonld  never  onee  have  railed  my  male,  or  spoiled 
mj  bow.    I  envy  Sir  WiUiam.    Good  nig^t  I 


S94.    TO  SIB  HOUCB  MAVK. 

Shall  I  tell  yon  of  all  our  crowds,  and  baDs,  and  embroideffiea  P 
Don't  I  grow  too  old  to  deooribe  drawing-rooms  P  Sorely  I  do^ 
when  I  fibad  myself  too  old  to  go  into  them.  I  fenwore  poppet- 
shows  at  the  last  coioiiation,  and  have  kept  my  word  to  myaoUL 
However,  being  boond  by  a  pri<»  vow,  to  keep  np  the  aoqnaintanee 
between  yoa  and  yonr  own  ooontiy,  I  will  showyoot  what  by  the  way 
I  have  n9t  seen  myself,  the  Prince  td  BmnswioL'  He  anived  at 
Someraet  Hoose  last  Friday  evening;  at  Chebnsferd  a  qaaker  walked 
into  the  room,  did  poll  off  his  hat,  and  said,  *'  Friond,  my  religiflsi 
finbids  me  to  fight»  bat  I  honoor  those  that  fig^t  wolL"  The 
Prince,  thoog^  he  does  not  speak  KngMsh,  onderstands  it  enoog^ 
to  be  pleased  with  the  compliment.  He  reoeived  another,  veiy 
flattering.  As  he  went  next  morning  to  8L  James's,  he  (^ied  in 
the  crowd  one  of  EUiof  s  lij^t-horse  and  kissed  his  hand  to  the  man. 
''WhatI"  said  the  pop^ace,  ''does  he  know  yoaP"  *<Yes,'' 
rofdied  the  man ;  ^  he  once  led  me  into  a  scrape,  which  nothing  bat 
himself  coold  have  brooght  me  oat  of  again."  Yoa  may  goeos  how 
moch  this  added  to  the  Prince's  popalarity,  which  was  at  high- 
water-mark  before. 

> 

.  When  he  had  visited  the  King  and  Qneen,  he  went  to  the 
Princess  Dowager  at  Leicester  Hoose,  and  saw  his  mistress.  He 
is  very  gabmt,  and  professes  great  satisfaction  in  his  fortone^  lor 
he  had  not  even  seen  her  pictore.  He  carries  his  good-breeding 
so  £ur  as  to  declare  he  woold  have  retomed  onmanied,  if  she  had 
not  pleased  him.  He  has  had  levto  and  dinners  at  Somerset 
Hoose ;  to  the  latter,  company  was  named  for  him.  On  Monday 
evening  they  were  married  by  the  Archbishop  in  the  great  drawing- 


>  Fodiaaad,  Daks  of    Braiitwi<^,  bora  1785,  dM  at  OUonMiit  Mtr  AHona, 
KoTombor  10, 1806,  of  »  wound  reeeirod  al  tho  balUe  of  J6iuL-~Coaiiiii«BAii. 
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twokf  wifli  little  eeremony;  mq^ped,  a&d  lay  at  Leieealer  HooBe. 
Teatnday  moniiig  was  a  drawing-room  at  St  James's,  and  a  baU 
at  night;  botti  repeated  tiMlqr,  for  the  Qneen's  birthday.  On 
nmnday  diey go  to  the  play;  on  Friday  the  Queen  gives  thmn 
a  ball  md  dinner  at  her  honse ;  on  Satorday  they  dine  with  the 
Prinoess  at  Kew,  and  retnm  for  the  Opera;  and  on  Wednesdays- 
why,  they  make  their  bow  and  oortqrt  and  saiL 

The  Prinee  has  jAeased  every  body;  his  manner  is  thought 
sensible  and  engagmg;  his  person  dim,  genteel,  and  handsome 
enough;  that  is,  not  at  all  handsome,  but  martial,  and  agreeably 
weather-worn.  I  should  be  aUe  to  swear  to  all  this  on  Satorday, 
when  I  intend  to  see  him ;  bat,  alas !  the  post  departs  on  Friday, 
and,  however  material  my  testimony  may  be,  he  mnst  want  it. 

By  the  subsequent  post  I  shall  have  forgotten  him.  A  new  hero^ 
or  rather  a  revived  hno,  was  to  have  takttn  his  plaoe.  To-monow 
is  the  day  appointed  by  flie  House  ol  Oommons  for  the  appeannee 
of  Mr.  Wilkes.  He  had  ordeved  a  dinner  for  to-day,  and  oompany 
to  be  invited ;  nay,  he  sent  word  he  should  eertainly  be  hero  and 
who  do  you  think  was  (he  messenger  P  only  Mr.  Martin,  who  was  at 
Paris  ht  murdering  him.  Wilkes  made  Martm  a  visit  there,  sat 
Willi  him  an  hour,  joked  as  usual,  told  him  he  had  really  eome 
thither  only  to  see  his  daughter ;'  that,  oonduding  he  should  be  shut 
up  in  prison  for  six  or  twelve  months,  he  oould  not  bear  the  thoughts 
of  not  seeing  her  before  that ;  that  fliis  passion  was  as  strong  as  the 
maladie  du  paj^  of  the  Swiss — very  well :  we  had  no  doubt  but 
we  should  see  him.  Osrds  were  sent  to  the  mob  to  invite  them 
to  meet  him— alas!  last  night  oame  a  letter  of  excuse  to  tiie 
Speaker,  pleading  the  impediment  of  his  wound,  and  aeoompanied 
by  certificates  ^  Frendi  surgeons.  Paris  seems  very  fotal  to 
Wilkes's  couragel  If  h^  had  sent  an  insulting  message  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  or  even  professed  having  fled  from  persecution, 
it  might  pass,— all  that,  or  either,  would  have  coupled  very  well 
with  his  patriotism.  I  cannot  possibly  honour  this  paltry  w^Miiimn 
However,  I  am  very  glad  he  is  not  come.  But  he  must  fight  the 
Parliament  of  Paris  to  retrieve  his  character,  or  at  least  be  sent 
to  the  Bastille,  to  excuse  his  not  being  in  Newgate.  For  our  ports, 
we  have  no  occasion  to  practiBe  at  a  target ;'  we  may  do  what  we 

>  "  Maij,  the  aeoompUdiad  ud  only  ehUd  of  John  WUket,  Biq.,  died,  Mereh  12, 
ISOS,  iBt  58."  TabUi  m  Swih  AwOe^  JShrtel  Ouipel.  She  wm  reiy  beentifal :  See 
AipkommlUijfleff'iLife,  p.  150.— CvmvaHAK. 

*  Mr.  MerUn  pnettaed  shoottng  at  a  teiget  for  eome  montlu  before  he  fought 
WHkei.    See  ChoMhiU'e '  DoelUat.'— WAtPoui. 
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wQl  with  him,  now  we  can  do  notlung;  eipel  Um,  Bend  lus  wiila^ 
to  gaoli  and  ezeoaio  liis  eaamos  nay,  we  nay  bom  Ub  memoty ; 
nobody  will  say  a  word  fer  it;  I  expexA  teiy  btave  inToetiTeB 
against  bim  to-monow. 

Testerday  was  different  from  wbat  I  expeeted;  bat  I  never  gaeas 
rigbt  I  Who  oonld  bave  ezpeoled  tbat  a  bandied  and  two  men 
wonld  bate  defended  Wilkes,  wbo  wonld  not  defend  bimeelf,  till 
foor  in  tbe  morning  f  Tet  tbis  was  tbe  case  of  at  least  filly,  ibe 
rest,  of  wbiob  I  was  one,  retired  at  eleven  at  nij^i  He  was 
eoqieUed  at  last,  after  mx  divisions.  But  we  bave  not  yet  done 
witbbim;  bis  'Essay  on  Woman'  is  to  be  tried  next  Toesday  in 
tbe  HoQse  oILonis. 

Hie  crowds  of  tbis  week  bave  proved  tbe  goodness  of  oar  oon- 
slitations;  tbat  on  tbe  Qneen's  birtbday  was  immoderate ;  bat  last 
nigbt,  to  see  tbe  Prince  ol  Bronswiek  at  tbe  piny,  exceeded  all 
beliet  Tear  brotber  James  told  me  tbis  morning,  tbat  be  went 
to  Oovent  Qarden  at  two  in  tbe  afternoon,  to  wait  till  tbe  doors  of 
tbe  plajdioose  sboold  be  opened.  He  soon  feond  bimself  boiied 
in  snob  a  mob,  tbat  be  coold  not  even  lift  bis  band  to  bis  bead,  and 
so  remained  fixr  five  boors,  witboot  gettbg  in  at  last ;  and  flioagb 
be  bad  stood  in  tbe  open  Piaaia,  be  perspired  so  violently  tbat  at 
bis  retain  be  was  forced  to  change  every  tbread  be  bad  on.  The 
dioats,  daps,  and  bozns,  to  tbe  Prinoe  were  immoderate ;  be  sat 
behind  bis  Princess  and  her  faroiben;  the  galleries  called  bim  to 
come  forward.  In  tbe  middle  of  the  play,  be  went  to  be  eieoted 
a  member  of  tbe  Boyal  Society,  and  retained  to  tbe  theatre,  when 
tbe  applause  was  renewed.  Tbis  was  the  stronger,  as  there  were 
other  JblkB '  present,  wbo  bad  no  share  in  tbe  triompb.  When  be 
bad  gone  oat,  be  retained,  presented  bimself  in  the  front  of  tbe  box, 
and  made  a  most  respectfol  bow  to  tbe  audience^  wbo  retamed  it 
with  tbe  \oadest  acclamations.  Do  yoa  think  be  will  not  go  on 
Wednesday  f    Adieu  I 


sas.    TO  THB  BIBL  OF  HSRTFORIX 

Arimgkm  mnd.  Jam.  8a»  U64. 

MoNBiEiTR  MoNiK,  wbo  wiU  deliver  this  to  yoa,  my  dear  lord,  is 
die  particular  friend  I  mentioned  in  my  last,'  and  is,  indeed^  no 

^  The  King  and  QMen.—WAi.poiJE.  '  Thli  leClsr  doet  aoi  i^pMCr-Caoauu 
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iMuiiaiilar  finid  of  ninB  si  tlL  bat  I  hid  ft  mind  to  tninlionH  Mf 
Loid  Sttidwielit  aad  aend  yaa  one  letter  whioli  lie  ahoald  not  open. 
This  I  wiite  in  peooliar  confldemee  to  yon,  and  inmst  npon  your 
kaepng  it  entiroljr  to  joniielf  from  erery  liying  eroatiue.  It  will 
be  an  anewer  to  8e?eral  paasagw  in  yonr  letteiBi  to  whioli  I  did  not 
cnie  to  leply  by  the  poft 

Yonr  brotiier  was  not  pleaaed  with  yonr  laying  the  stopping  yonr 
bilk  to  his  ehaige.'  To  tell  yon  the  tmth,  he  thinks  yon  as  too 
flinch  i«i4iiMi^  to  eonrts  and  niinisterSk  as  von  think  him  too  litde 
ao.  Botox  fipom  iqpbraiding  him  on  that  head,  give  me  leave  to  say 
yon  have  no  reason  to  be  eonoemed  at  it  Ton  mnst  be  sensible^ 
my  dear  lord,  that  yon  are  fiur  from  standing  well  with  the  Oppo* 
sitioii,  and  shonU  any  change  hqppent  your  biothar^s  bsing  well 
with  them,  wonU  prevent  any  appearanee  ttiat  might  be  disagreeable 
to  yon.  In  troth,  I  eannot  thmk  yon  have  abradant  reason  to  be 
fimd  of  the  Administration^  Lord  Bute '  never  gave  yon  Ae  least 
real  mark  of  friendship.  The  Bedfbids  certainly  do  not  wish  yon 
well:  Lord  Holland  has  an^y  proved  himself  your  enemy:  for  a 
man  of  yonr  morals,  it  would  be  a  diagraee  to  yon  to  be  connected 
with  Lord  Sandwich!  and  fcr  Qemg^  QrenviUe,  he  has  shown 
Kimafttf  j]|i9  falii^  and  most  contemptible  of  n^^iinfi^,    TTa  jg  now 

the  intimate  tool  of  the  Bedfards,  and  reconciled  to  Lord  Bute, 
whom  he  has  served  and  dinerved  just  as  occasion  or  inteiest 
directed.  In  this  situation  of  things,  can  yon  wonder  that  particular 
marks  of  &vonr  are  withheld  from  yon,  or  that  the  espouses  ol 
yonr  journey  are  not  granted  to  yon  as  they  were  to  the  Duke  of 
BedfiifdP 
Ton  ask  me  how  yonr  letters  please :  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 

'  Lord  H«tford  kad  diiaMd  eniala  omdmi  of  kis  Joan^y  to  PktfU  whiek  had 
been  allowed  to  Ua  predeoeaaora,  but  vhidi  ware  refbaad  to  him;  1m  tharafora  may 
Imto  agpwMad  Ua  aoapklon  that  hia  brotliaf^a  oppoaitton  in  Ruiiainaiit  raadarad  tha 
wlniitarB  at  homo  Saia  Stfoaimbla  to  him ;  bat  thaMnarar  waa  any  dlfferanea  or  eold- 
naaa  beiwaen  tha  biotborB  in  thair  prirata  rahitiona.  Thia  appaara  from  thafar  prlrata 
letten  ai  thia  parlod. — Caonn. 

'  In  April,  176S,  Lord  Bate  anrpriaed  both  hia  frianda  and  hia  opponenta  by  % 
aaddan  laaignatlon.  The  motire  of  thia  leaolnUon  ia  atill  n  myataiy.  Some  lia^ 
mid,  thai  haying  eoadnded  the  peaoe,  hia  patriotic  rlewa  and  ambition  were  aatia- 
fled ;  othera  that  he  reaigned  in  dligvat  at  tlia  lUaehood  and  ingtatitude  of  pnblie 
men ;  othera  that  he  waa  driren  from  hia  atation  by  libela  and  nnpopnlarity.  None 
of  theie  veaaooa  aeem  eonaiatent  with  a  deaira  whioh  Lord  Bate  appeals  to  Imre  enter- 
tained, to  ratnm  to  oAoe  with  n  new  adminiatimtion.  A  elamonr  waa  long  kept  np 
againat  Lord  Bate'a  aacret  and  irreaponaibla  inflaenee;  but  it  ia  now  generally  ad- 
autted  that  no  aneh  inflnenoa  eziated,  and  that  liord  Bate  aoon  ceaaed  to  hare  any 
weight  in  pnblie  affidra.— Caoaai.  Fear,  and  with  roaaon,  for  hia  peraonal  mfcty 
had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  Lord  Bnto'a  audden  reaignation.— Cvairiaan/x. 


aoftid  WALPotn  Limn.  [iwl 

ktfiit now  I  am  ao  diseooiietM witli €irevytih^  Iwvk 

jmi  not  to  mike  ihem  plojie  too  m»dL  Tlie  negotmiioni  wlk 
Fnnoe  miut  be  flie  great  point  on  wUoli  flie  natMm  will  fix  its 
egree:  with  Franoe  we  moat  Imak  aooner  or  later.  Taarktten 
will  be  atriedy  eaaTamed :  I  bope  and  flnnly  beliefe  ibat  noflnng 
win  iqipear  in  Hum  bat  attention  to  the  honour  and  interaat  of  fte 
natbn;  pohtii  I  doiibt»  litOe  at  the  heart  of  the  preaent  Adminia- 
tration,  whohafegonetoofiuraottobeinthepowarofSVBiieeb  and 
who  mnat  bear  anything  rather  than  qfoamL  Twouid  not  take  Ae 
liberty  of  aaying  ao  mnoh  to  yon,  i(  ^  being  on  the  apol^  I  waanot 
a  judge  how  veiy  aeiioaa  affidra  grow,  and  how  neeeaaaiy  it  »  ftr 
yon  to  oe  npon  your  guarcL 

AnoBier  qyeaiion  yon  aak  ii,  iHieflier  it  IB  trim  that  flie  Oppoaitw 
ia  diaonited.  I  will  gire  yon  one  very  neoeaaary  direeliont  iriiioh  ii» 
not  to  credit  any  eonrt  atoiiea.  Sandwiah  ii  the  bther  of  Uea^*  and 
every  report  is  tinotured  by  himu  The  Adminiatration  give  h  oat, 
and  tmat  to  this  diaonion.  I  will  tell  yon  very  nearly  what  tralh 
there  u  or  ii  not  in  flua.  The  party  in  general  ia  aa  fbinly  and 
eoidia%  anited  aa  ever  party  waa.  Oonnkr,  fliat  wilhoat  any 
heada  or  leadera  at  all,  102*  men  ataok  to  Wilkea,  the  wont  oaaae 
they  eonld  have  had,  and  wifli  all  the  weight  of  flie  T<akaa  against 
tibem.  With  regard  to  the  leadera  there  ii  a  diffarenea  The  old 
ChaneeUor  [HardwidEe]  is  violent  agabat  the  Orart :  bat.  I  believe^ 
diapieaaed  ttat  hia  aon  waa  aaerifioed*  to  Pratt^  in  the  eaae  of  privi- 
lege. Oharlea  Yorke  reaigned,*  againat  hit  own  and  Lord  BoyrtonV 
jiwJmaljnm^  jB  partjealaily  angry  wilh  Neweaatle  for  oomplying  with 
Pitt  ia  the  affidr  of  privilege,  and  not  leaa  diapieaaed  that  Pitt 
preCBra  Fhttt  to  him  for  the  aeala;  bat  then  Norton  ia  Attomey- 
Geoeral,  and  it  would  not  be  graoefol  to  retom  to  Ooart,  which  he 
haa  quitted,  while  the  preaent  miniatera  remain  there.    In  ahort^  aa 

*  Lord  teidwkli  wmmi  aUe  mlnbier,  ftiid  to  importoat a  member  of  tiie  •dmlaU' 
iiatioBto  which  Mr.  Wilpole  was  now  oppooed,  thai  we  mini  road  idl  thai  ho  aayoof 
this  lotd  with  lome  "gnfaii  of  aUowanoo.**— Oboku. 

*  Oa  the  19(h  of  Jammry^whoD  the  miaiilem  won  aboai  to  proceed  to  vote  Wllkof 
la  eonlompti  aad  expel  him,  a  motion  wee  nude  by  WUkee'e  ftiondj  to  pootpono  the 
eonaldenOloB  oftheafidr  till  imxftdagr;  thle  wee  hMi  by  899  to  loa.— CaoKaa. 

*  He  Bieoae  that  the  oppoolUon  had  adopted  Pfeatt'iiriew  Inetead  of  Mr.  Tofhe'a 


^  Thltianei  trae;  the  realcaaM  of  hie  reiigaatlon  !•  etated  — 1<^  p.  898 ;  hecw- 
lelaly  dimamd  ft«m  the  Dake  of  XowomUo  and  othere  of  hie  ftieikb»  who  made  tho 
miUer  ef  pilvttege  a  par^  ipmetlon  Initoad  of  twietfag  It  ae  a  U§pX  one^  aa  Mr.  Torfce 
did.— Caoum. 

*  FhiUp,LQfdRojBton,afterwaideeeeendBerlefHardwMke»elderbiotheref  Mr. 
Charlei  Toifce.— Waienr. 
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•oon  BB  ISbe  utUat  tii  WSkm  and  pirifil^ge  is  at  aa  and,  H  is  miiok 
expected  tlui  flie  Torkaa  wm  take  part iriih  the  On^^^  Itk 
lor  that  dedaration  tbat  CharieB  Tewnabend  aaya  he  waits.  Ha 
again  bioke  out  atrongly  on  SViday  last  against  the  Mimstiy, 
attacHng  George  Gienvflle,  idio  seems  his  objeot  Howerer,  the 
chiMiah  flnetoation  of  his  temper,  and  the  Tehemepee  of  his  hroflier 
George' lor  the  Gowti  that  is  fer  hiouMl^  wiU  fer  ever  make  (^^ 
Kttle  to  he  depended  en.  Fcnr  Mr.  Fitt»  you  knoWi  he  never  irill 
aet  Kke  any  other  man  in  Oppootiony  and  to  that  Geoige  Gienville 
tnists;  however,  here  are  sadi  materialsi  that  if  they  eonld  onee  be 
pot  in  opeiation  tar  a  Ibrtnight  togetheri  the  preeent  Administration 
would  be  blown  iq^  To  this  yoa  may  throw  in  diswnaons  among 
themselves:  Lord  HaK&K  and  Lord  Tslbot are gieatty  dissatisfied. 
Lord  Bate  is  reooneDed  to  the  rest ;  sees  tibe  King  oontinnally;  and 
will  aoon  want  more  power,  or  will  have  more  jeaknisy  tiian  is 
eonsistent  wifli  their  nnion.  Kany  sing^  men  are  ill-disposed  to 
them,  partienlaily  Lord  Geotge  Saekville :  indeed,  nobody  is  with 
them,  bat  as  it  ia  tufSbtat  off  from,  or  nearer  to,  quarter-day:  the 
natkm  is  unanimous  against  tiiem :  a  diqMisition,  whioh  their  own 
fiDolidi  eonduet  during  die  episode  of  the  Prinoe  of  Brunswick,*  to 
whieh  I  am  now  ooming^  has  sufficiently  maniftsted. 

The  Ibufti&questkMi  put  to  him  on  h^  arrival  was,  '^Whendoyou 
goP"  The  servants  of  the  King  and  Queen  were  forlnd  to  put  on 
tiieir  new  clothes  lor  the  wedding,  or  drawing-room  next  day,  and 
ordered  to  keep  them  fer  the  Queen's  birth-day.  Sueh  pains  were 
taken  to  ke^  (he  Prinoe  from  any  interooune  with  any  of  flie 
Oppoeitian,  that — he  has  done  nothing  but  take  notioe  of  them.  He 
not  only  wrote  to  flie  Duke  of  Newcastle  and  Mr.  Pitt,  but  has  been 

'  Qwigb,  Snt  MarqoU  of  TownilMiid,  ai  thii  tiine  a  nujor-gMienl  in  the  urmy.  Ib 
Um  divldoiis  on  braadies  of  the  Wilkes  queetion,  we  tometimes  find  Oenenil  1V>wn»- 
bend  ft  tdler  oBone  Mb,  and  Mr.  Towniheiid  on  the  otiMr^^OioEu. 

*  The  Horadiliiy  Piinee^  who  cune  to  ans^Md  to  many  Uio  Princeii  Aagutft» 
eldert  lielflr  of  Qeoigo  III.,  [wkoM  Urth  si  St  Jtmes's  inttead  of  Hampton 
Court  waa  the  final  and  fiital  eanae  of  her  Sithei^a  qnarrel  with  her  srandfiither 
and  gnndfflother].  He  buded  at  Harwieh  on  the  13th  of  Janoaiy,  and  afrlred 
the  ame  efonlng  at  SomerMVhoaae  where  he  waa  lodged.  Lady  Chatham,  In  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Fltt^  rdatea  the  following  aneodoto  >— "  Mia.  Boicawen  telle  me,  that 
whUe  the  Prinoe  waa  ai  Harwich,  the  people  almott  pulled  down  the  hoiue  in 
whidi  he  waa.  In  order  to  aee  him.  A  labrtantlal  Qaaker  inaUted  m  atrongly  npon 
aaelng  him,  thai  he  waa  attowed  to  oome  Into  the  room :  he  polled  off  Ua  hnt  to  him. 
and  Mid,  *  Noble  Mend,  giro  me  thy  handl'  whieh  waa  givnn,  and  he  Uaied  it; 
*altho«^  I  do  not  Sght  myadf,  I  lore  a bvave  man  thai  wUlfi^t:  thon  art  a  Taliant 
Prinoe,  and  art  to  be  married  to  a  lovely  Princeat ;  lore  her,  make  her  n  good  boa- 
band,  and  the  Lord  bkaa  yon  both ! '"  See  Ckatkam  OormpoiuUi^  toL  ILp.  373. 
— Waionr. 
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wi  Hayei  to  aee  tbe  latter,  and  has  dined  Mo^  wik  the  Duke  of 
Omnboiaiid ;  flie  first  time  on  Friday  last»  wken  ha  ms  appointed 
to  be  at  St  James's  at  half  aa  hour  after  seven,  to  a  oonoert  As 
the  time  dienr  near,  F^ranee  *  polled  out  his  wateh ;  the  Duke  took 
the  hint,  and  said,  ''I  am  sony  to  part  wifli  yon,  but  I  fear  yonr 
time  is  oome.''  Herqdied,  '^  N'importo ; ''  sat  on,  drank  oofiee,  and 
it  was  half  an  hour  after  eight  beCore  ha  set  out  fiom  Upper 
Grosrenor-street  finr  St  James's.  He  and  Prinoess  Angnsto  have 
ftlt  and  shown  their  di^gnsts  so  stnmi^y,  and  his  suite  hare  oonk* 
fdained  so  mnoh  of  flie  neg^eot  and  disregard  of  him,  and  of  the 
yety  qnibk  dismission  of  him,  that  the  people  ha?e  oang^t  it^ 
and  on  Thnnday,  at  tiia  play,  reoeived  the  King  and  Qneen  wittont 
the  least  symptom  of  applanse,  but  repeated  suoh  outrageons  aoola- 
matiims  to  <he  Prinoe,  as  operated  very  visiUly  on  the  King's  ooon* 
tenanoe.  Not  a  gon  was  fired  for  the  marriage,  and  Prinoess 
Augoste  asking  Lord  Gower*  abont  some  oeremony,  to  whioh  he 
replied,  it  oonld  not  be^  as  no  such  thing  had  been  done  for  the  Prinee 
of  Orange ; '  she  said,  it  was  extnundinary  to  quote  that  preoedent 
to  her  in  one  oase^  whioh  had  been  followed  in  no  other.  loonld 
tell  yon  ten  more  of  these  stories,  but  one  shall  soffioe.  The  Boyal 
Fttmily  went  to  the  Opera  on  Satorday:  the  crowd  not  to  be 
described:  tteI)i]ehessafLeeds,l4MlyI>enbigfa,  Lady  S^^ 
and  others,  sat  on  chairs  between  the  scenes:  the  doors  of  tiie  firmt 
boxes  were  thrown  open,  and  flie  passages  ware  all  fiUed  to  the  back 
of  the  stores ;  nay,  women  of  foshion  stood  on  the  very  stairs  till 
eig^t  at  night  In  the  middle  of  the  second  act,  the  Hereditary 
Prince,  who  sat  with  his  wife  and  her  brothers  in  their  box,  got  np^ 
iimied  kk  bwdt  to  Kiog  and  Queen,  pretending  to  ofier  his  place 
to  Lady  TankenriUe  *  and  then  to  Lady  Susan.  You  know  enough 
of  Germans  and  their  stiffiiess  to  eliquetto,  to  be  sure  that  fliis  could 
not  be  done  inadvertently;  especially  as  he  rqpeaied  this,  only 
without  standing  up,  w^  one  of  his  own  gentlemen,  in  the 
third  act 


'  The  Piiiifle'ft  chief  MoreUiy.—WiMRV. 

*  GiUTiUe,  wooiid  Stri  Gower,  AAwwariU  flni  lUrqaii;  groom  of  Uw stole  r<iied 
180S].— WuoHV. 

'  WilUam  Ohariee  Henrjr,  Prinoe  of  Omnge,  who^  In  1784,  auuried  Amie,  eldeit 
dMghter  of  Geoige  II.— Wuobv. 

*  AlicU  Aihky,  wife  of  Chariot,  third  Eeri  of  TankenriUe,  Udy  of  the  bedchamber 
to  Prinoeet  Angurtai  Nothing  but  Hr.  Walpole*a  Ihcetioiu  iagenaity  eonld  have  tor- 
tnrad  the  Prinoe'e  little  attention  to  Ladjr  Tknkenrille  into  a  deaire  to  innilt  the 
King.— Cbouou 
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I  saw  hinii  withoiit  any  difiimlty,  firam  tbe  DaohfliB  of  Giafton's 
box.  He  18  exbemely  dender^  and  looks  many  yean  older  than  he 
la :  in  shorty  I  mippoae  it  ia  Mi  ma$mer  with  lAibh  ereiy  mortal  is 
captitatedt  fer  ilunigh  he  ia  well  enough  for  a  man,  he  is  fiur  from 
having  anything  alrfldng  in  his  peiaon*  To-day  (tlua  is  Toesday) 
there  was  a  drawing-room  at  LoioeBter-hoas^  and  to-night  there  is 
a  subscription  ball  ftr  him  at  Oarlide^hoos^  Soho,  made  ekk^  by 
the  Dukes  of  DeTonshire  and  Giafton.  I  was  invited  to  be  of  it^ 
but  not  having  been  to  wait  on  himt  did  not  think  it  eiyil  to  meet 
him  there.  l%e  ooiirt»  by  aoddent  or  deagn,  had  fiugot  to  have  a 
bin  passed  for  natnralinng  him.  The  Doke  of  Giafton  nndertook 
it»  OB  which  they  adopted  it|  and  the  Duke  of  Bedford  moved  it ; 
bat  the  Prinee  sent  word  to  the  Doke  of  Qrafbm,  that  he  should 
not  have  Uked  ihe  oompliment  half  so  well  if  he  had  not  owed  it 
to  his  graoe.  Tou  may  judge  how  he  will  report  of  us  at  his 
return  I 

Wifh  regard  to  yonr  behavioor  to  Wilkes,*  I  think  you  observed 
fhe  just  medium :  I  have  not  heard  it  mentioned :  if  they  should 
ehooee  to  blame  it»  it  will  not  be  to  me,  known  as  your  firiend  and  no 
fiiend  of  theirs  They  very  likely  may  say  that  you  did  too  much, 
though  the  Duke  of  Bedford  did  ten  times  more.  Churdull  has 
puUiflthed  anew  satire^  called  'The  DueUist,'  the  finest  and  bitterest 
of  his  works.  The  poetry  is  glorious ;  some  lines  on  Lord  Holland* 
hemlook :  chaiming  abuse  on  that  soanikus  mortal.  Bishop  War- 
burton:  an  ill-drawn,  though  deserved,  ehamoter  of  Sandwidh ;  and 
one^  as  mush  deserved,  and  better,  of  Norton. 

The  Lord  knows  when  this  letter  will  be  finished ;  I  have  been 
writing  it  tins  week,  and  believe  I  shall  continue  it  till  old  Monin 
sets  out.  Aieoiey  the  Prince  of  Brunswick.  At  the  ball,  at 
Buokin|^iam*house^  on  Monday ;  it  had  b^gan  two  hours  before  he 
arrived.  Except  the  Eing  and  Queen's  servants,  nobody  was  there 
but  the  Duohesses  of  Marlborough  and  Ancaster,  and  Lord  Bute's  two 
daug^terB.  No  supper.  On  Sunday  evening  the  Prince  had  been 
to  Newoastle*house^  to  virit  the  Duchess.  His  speech  to  the  Duke 
of  Bedford,  at  first,  was  by  no  means  so  strong  as  they  gave  it  out : 
he  only  said,  ''Milord,  nous  avons  fait  deux  metiers  Uen  differens ; 


*  Mr.  WUket  had  thoaght  It  pradeni  to  retlrs  to  F^rU,  vadff  dreomtluMi  wUeh 
eoitinlj  rendered  it  vnlikelj  Uiti  tlie  King'i  smbMMdor  elioald  pej  Um  saj  Und  of 
cItU  aUeation.--CioKXB. 
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le  TAtre  a  M  le  phis  agfCafcle :  j'ai  Cut  eoular  dn  augp  tow  I'ami 
Cnteesser."  ffig  whole  belumomr,  aQmiiA^liiwiiiiorif<,BiaiBeBfliii 
modi  more  improlMMe.  ffie  FriiioeiB  OoraiiigUj  agrees  wifli  Ua. 
When  Mr.  OreaTiIIe  olgeeled  to  the  greatnoM  of  her  fartue^  the 
Kmg  said,  ''Ohl  it  iriU  not  be  opposed,  far  Angosta  is  in  the 
oppositioii. 

The  baU,  h»t  nighti  at  Osiliflfe>hoiise,  Soho»  was  mo^ 
one  hnndred  and  fifty  men  sabseribed,  at  five  gnneas  eaeh,  and  had 
eadk  three  tiiAets.  All  flie  beauties  in  town  were  flien^  that  is,  of 
rank,  fof  (here  was  no  bad  oompany.  TheDokeof  Oambeilandwas 
flieretoo;  and  the  HereditBry  Prinoe  so  pleased,  and  in  saoh  spirit^ 
Oat  he  stayed  till  fi^e  in  flie  morning.  He  is  gone  to-day,  heartQy 
sorry  to  leaTO  everything  hot  St  James's  and  Lewester*!^^  They 
lie  to-ni|^t  at  Lord  AberooraV  ^  Witiuaa  [in  Essex],  who  does 
notal9»>hMiiMiiMdMa{tomeetihsni.  Lady  Straffind  said  to  him, 
^'Sohl  my  lord!  I  hear  yonr  house  is  to  be  royally  filled  on 
Wednesday/'— *"  And  termefy/* '  he  replied,  and  elosed  his  month 
again  till  next  day. 

Oar  politics  hare  been  as  fallow.  Last  Friday  die  Opposition 
moved  far  Wilkes's  eomphint  of  breaoh  of  privilege  to  be  heard  as 
to-day:  Grenville  objeoted  to  it,  and  at  last  yielded,  after  reoetviiv 
some  smart  raps  from  Charles  Townshend  and  Sir  George  Saville. 
On  Tuesday  the  latter,  and  Sir  William  Meredith,  proposed  to  pat  it 
off  to  flie  13th  of  Febroary,  that  Wilkes's  servant,  the  most  material 
evidence,  miglht  be  h^e.  George  Grenville  again  opposed  it,  was  not 
supported,  and  yielded.  Afterwards  Dowdeswell  moved  far  a  oom^ 
miltoe  on  the  (Sder-faill ;  and,  at  last,  a  eommittee  was  appointed  for 
Tuesday  next,  with  powers  to  report  the  grievanoes  of  (lie  bill,  and 
suggest  amendments  and  redress,  but  with  no  anthority  to  repeal  ii 
This  the  administration  carried  bat  by  167  to  125.  Indeed,  many 
of  their  people  were  in  the  House  of  Lords,  where  the  Ooart 
triumphed  still  less.  They  were  upon  the  'Bssay  on  Woman.' 
Sandwich  proposed  two  questions ;  Ist,  that  Wilkes  was  the  author 
of  it;'  2dly,  to  order  the  Black  Bod  to  attach  him.    It  was  much 

'  Mr.  Walpole^byoMorthoM  hippj  «ipraMloin  wiiiek  make  tlie  chief  dMum  af 
hb  wriUngi,  <Aarael«riMt  tin  itatoly  fonMlitgr  «r  thk  BoUe  locd.  Hit  liovtM  aA 
Witham  ii  don  to  the  great  road,  a  UtUa  beyond  the  town  of  Wilham.  Qveon 
Charlotte  elept  there  on  her  way  to  London,  in  17S1. — Caoua. 

*  Mr.  Walpole  probably  nnderrtood  hU  lordahlp  to  mean  that  a  Serine  Htf»«MM> 
vaa  liot  aiAeleatly  Important  to  raqnira  hie  attendanoe  at  Witham.— Caoua. 

*  Wllkea  was  eoBYkted,  in  the  Court  of  King*s  Bench,  on  the  2l9t  of  Janoary,  the 
day  before  thia  letter  waa  b^gnn,  of  having  written  the '  Bmigr  on  Woman.'— Caaau. 
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objeeted  by  Ae  Dnkes  of  Dofoiidiin^  Gndbn,  Neimwtte,  aoi  ena 
JSMmmm^  Oiat  flie  first  WM  not  profed,  nd  ^^ 
oouriB  below.  Lord  Msnsfield  tried  to  eqdain  tbk  atway,  tod  L^ 
Maiebmoiit  end  Lord  Tensile  bad  wsnii  words.  At  last  Seadwidit 
mriUJlj,  to  get  sometbing,  if  not  eU,  agreed  to  melt  botb  qaeslune 
into  one,  wldck  was  aeoepted ;  and  tbe  Tote  passed,  tbat  U  ^gpmtmg 
Wilkes  was  flie  antbor,  be  sbodd  be  taken  into  easlofy  bj  Ike 
naber.  It  appearing,  was  allowed  to  nean  at>br  at  ^yesn.  Iben 
a  eonunittee  was  appointed  to  searsb  lor  presedsnts  bow  to  proeeed 
on  bis  being  wiibdrawn.  That  dirty  dog  Kidgcl' bad  been  smnnwTsied 
bj  (be  Bnke  of  Grafton,  but  as  tbej  only  went  on  tbe  breaoh  at 
pri¥ilege^  be  was  not  oalled.  Ibe  new  Qnb/  at  tbe  boose  (bat 
was  tbe  late  Lord  Waldegraye's,  in  Albemsrie-street,  makes  tbe 
ministiy  Tory  nneasy ;  bat  tbey  bave  woise  grievances  to  ifpre- 
bendl 

Sir  Robert  Baeb  *  is  extremely  angiy  with  my  nephew,  tbe  BiAop 
of  Exeter,  wbo,  like  bis  own  and  irife's  &mily,  is  tdieraUy  wann. 
They  were  taDdng  together  at  Si  James's,  wban  AKknui*  came  in. 
''lliere's  poor  A'Court,''  said  the  Bishop.  «<Poor  AHloartI'' 
iqdied  the  Marshal,  **  I  wish  all  those  fiallows  tbat  oppose  tbe  King 
were  to  be  toned  eat  of  tbe  anny  I ''  '*  I  hope,''  said  the  Bishiqp^ 
"'Oiey  win  first  turn  all  the  old  women  oat  of  iti " 

The  Doo  de  Pecfoigny  was  on  the  point  of  a  dnel  with  Lord 
Gnriies,*  at  Lord  Milton's*  ball,  tbe  fermer  banding  the  letter's 
partner  down  to  sapper.  I  wish  )^oa  bad  this  Doke  again,  kst  yon 
siboald  have  troable  witb  bim  from  benoe :  be  seems  a  genios  of  tba 
wrong  sort  His  bebarioor  on  tbe  yisit  to  Wobom  was  Tory  wrong* 
beaded,  tboag^  their  treatment  of  bim  was  not  more  right  Lotd 
Sandwisb  flong  bim  down  in  one  of  their  borse^playB,  and  almost 
pat  bis  shoulder  oat  He  said  the  next  day  there,  at  dinner,  that 
fi^r  the  rest  of  bis  life  be  sboold  fear  nothing  so  mock  as  a  lettre  de 
eachet  from  a  IVeneh  seeretary  of  state,  or  a  ooap  d'^paole  from  an 

'  Hr.  Kldsel,  a  dtigyniB,  ktd  obtalMd  from  a  printer  a  eopy  of  the  ''Emaj  on 
Woman,'  wblch  1m  laid  be  Mi  it  hit  duty  to  denounee.  HSa  own  peieonal  ehaiaeter 
twrnod  ool  to  be  htfnm  leqpeetablo.— Cboxib. 

s  Tbe  Oppoeitlon  dnb  wee  In  Albemrio«tnet^  and  tbe  MlnMerial  at  tbe  Coeea- 
treo;  and  tbe  pi^en  of  tbe  dej  badieveial  poUUedlettenaddieeiedte  and  from  tbeie 


*  Tlie  oldest  Seld-manbal  In  tbe  army. — Cioua. 
«  M^m-gBOBnA  A'Coart  bada  Utile  befoie  leilsned,  or  miber  been  dlmtoied,  hr 
ble  pariiaaontair  opposition,  from  tbe  eommaad  of  tbe  seeond  regiment  of  fool 


*  Jobn.  aftfrfnuds  seventb  Bari  of  Galloway.— Cbokhu 

*  JoMpb  Darner,  flist  Lord  Milton.— Caonxa. 
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Sn^idi  one*  After  this  ke  had  a  jiiqiie  wiili  the  Diulieai,  irifli 
irlunt  he  ked  been  pbjing  at  iriiidL  A  ahiUmg  and  eixpenee 
left  on  die  Wde^  wtikk  nobodj  elaimed.  He  was  asked  if  it 
his,  and  said  no.  Then  thejr  said,  let  as  pot  it  to  the  caida :  there 
was  already  a  guinea.  The  DiMhess^  in  an  air  of  grandeur  aaid,  aa 
tiheie  was  gold  for  the  Grooai  of  the  CSuanben,  the  sweepor  of  Hie 
room  mi^  have  the  siher,  and  broshed  it  off  the  taUe.  The 
Peoqnigny  took  this  to  hinisel^  thoa|^  I  don't  bdioTe  moaned; 
and  oomplained  to  the  lAole  town  of  it^  witii  hoge  ooDinientB»  at  his 
retonL  It  is  mOj  to  tell  yea  sook  silly  stories^  bat  in  yoor  siton- 
tion  it  may  grow  neeessary  for  yon  to  know  the  trath,  if  yon  shoall 
hear  them  repeated.  I  am  oontent  to  have  yon  call  me  goas^  if  I 
prove  bat  of  flie  least  use  to  yoa. 

Here  have  I  tapped  the  ninth  page  t  Well  I  I  am  this  momeni 
going  to  M.  de  Gneiohy'Sy  to  know  wken  Monin  sets  oat»  that  Imay 
finish  this  eternal  letter.  If  I  tire  yon,  tell  me  so :  I  am  sore  I  do 
mysell  If  I  speak  with  too  mnoh  freedom  to  yoo,  tell  me  so;  I  have 
done  it  in  emseqaenoe  of  yoor  qaestions»  and  mean  it  most  kindly. 
In  shorty  I  am  ready  to  amend  anything  yoa  disapprove ;  so  don't 
take  anything  ill,  my  dear  lord,  imlees  I  continne  after  yon  have 
reprimanded  me.  The  safe  manner  in  whieh  this  goes,  has  made  me» 
too,  more  explicit  than  yoa  know  I  have  been  on  any  other  occasioQ. 
Adieu  t 

irwhusifflw  iifaif  lafi, 

Wdl,  my  letter  will  be  finidied  at  last  M.  Monin  sets  oat  on 
Friday ;  so  does  my  Lord  Holland :  bat  I  affect  not  to  know  i^  far 
he  isnot  jnst  the  person  that  yon  orl  should  diooee  to  be  the  bearer 
of  this.  You  will  be  diverted  with  a  story  they  told  me  to-night  st 
the  French  Ambassador's.  When  they  went  to  sapper,  at  Soho,' 
last  night,  the  Doke  of  Oomberland  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  the 
table.  One  of  the  waiters  tapped  him  on  tibe  shooldOT,  and  said, 
'^Sir,  yoor  Bqyal  Highness  can't  sit  there;  that  place  is  designed 
for  the  Hereditary  Prince.''  You  ought  to  have  seen  how  eveiy- 
body's  head  has  been  tamed  with  this  Prince,  to  make  this  stoiy 
credible  to  yon.  My  Lady  Rockingham,  at  Leicester-hoose,  yester- 
day,  cried  great  sobs  for  his  departure.    Yours  ever, 

Page  ths  Nimth. 

*  A4  diUslo  HooM.— Oijnmr«HAH. 
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89e.    TO  THX  00U9TX8S  nMPLX.' 

[/oMMiryl  1764. 

Mb.  Waunxu  caimot  ezpTOfls  luiw  mock  lie  is  oUig^ 
Iqr  ilie  trust  Lady  Temple*  is  so  good  m  to  pot  in  him,  nor  will  her 
Ladyship's  modcefy  let  her  he  a  proper  jndge  how  gieat  that  18.  He 
win  say  no  more  hot  fliati  more  ftan  slight  coneetions  in  measme 
wonld  destroy  Ihe  chief  merit  of  the  poems,  whioh  oonsists  m  the 
heantifiil  ease  and  ne|^igence  of  the  eomposition — a  merit  which  oor- 
reetion  may  take  away,  but  oan  never  bestow.  I  do  real  jnstaoe  to 
these  poems :  they  should  be  oompaied  with  the  first  thong^ts  and 
sketehes  of  other  great  poets.  Mr.  Addison,  with  infinite  labour, 
aeoomplished  a  few  fine  poems ;  but  what  does  yoor  Ladyship  tibink 
were  his  rough  draughts  f 

8S7.    TO  THl  C0UNTBS8  TSMPUL' 

Jmmmrjf  18, 1764. 

I  HAVB  now.  Madam,  rery  careftilly  stadied  your  Ladyship's 
poems,  in  whidi,  asltold  yon,  I  ean  find  no  firalts  but  in  the  longer 
metre,  lliis  I  have  tried  to  supply  here  and  thereby  a  syllable,  or 
by  Utile  inversions  whieh  m^d  tiie  oadence ;  and  these  I  submit  to 
yomr  Ladyship's  judgment  as  mere  medianio  oorreetions,  and  not  at 
all  as  improving  the  ease  and  natural  grace  of  the  original,  muebleas 
the  poetiy,  which  perhaps  suffers  by  my  dull  eritioisms. 

Tour  Ladyship  will  probably  improve  <m  my  hints,  for  your  own 
genteel  pen  is  much  more  likely  to  strike  out  proper  alterations  than 
I,  who  work  by  dull  rules,  ean  do.  One  thing  I  am  sure  ol^  that 
larger  changes  than  I  have  ventured  to  make,  would  entnely  prqu- 
dioe  flie  agreeable  air  of  your  yerses,  whieh  is  so  mueh  imd  so 
peculiarly  your  own. 

When  I  have  the  honour  of  seeing  you,  I  will  hope  for  further 
orders  as  to  the  impression,  whidi  I  trust  will  not  be  so  rigidly  con- 
fined as  you  first  proposed.    I  am.  Madam,  your  most  obedient  and 

most  sensibly  obliged  humble  servant, 

Hon.  Walfole. 

^  Now  8nt  eoUeded.— CmrnmBAic. 

*  Ahm  CbiinlMr,  Oanshter  of  Thomai  GhamlMr,  of  Hanvortb,  by  LmIj  Mary, 
dmi^ier  of  tho  lu  1  of  Bcrkel^,  mirriod  1787,  at  the  Couiteis  of  Saffolk*!,  at  Marble 
Hill,  to  Blehard  Qre&TiUeb  Xarl  Temple.  Tbia  waa  tbe  Coanteai  Temple  whoie  Poema 
were  ininted  la  1764  at  SAimwbeny  HUL — CmriiaoRAH. 

'  Kow  fifrt  eoUooied.— CvsimraHAM. 
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8M.    TO  THB  BIT.  WILLIAM  OOUL 

Bkvxral  wedcs  ago  I  bagged  yoa  to  tell  me  how  to  WKwey  to  joa 
a  print  of  Strawbeny  Hil1|  and  another  of  Aidibbhop  Hutten*    I 
most  now  lepeat  the  aame  reqaeflt  fior  two  more  Tolnmes  0^ 
dotes  of  Paintings  wfakh  are  on  flie  point  of  being  poUiahed.    Ihope 
no  iIlneM  prevented  my  hearing  from  yon. 

899.    TO  THB  BEY.  WILUAM  COLB. 
DiAB  Stm: 

I  AM  impatient  for  yoor  mannaeript^  bat  have  not  yet  reeeiYed  it 
Yon  may  depend  on  my  keeping  it  to  myself  and  returning  it  aafdy. 

I  do  not  koow  fliai  history  of  my  fittber,  which  you  mention  by  the 
name  of  Mnsgrave.  K  it  is  Ihe  eritioal  histoiy  of  his  administration, 
IhaToit;  if  not»  I  shall  be  obliged  to  yon  for  it 

Your  kindness  to  yoor  tenants  is  like  yourself  and  moat  hmnane. 
lamg^  yonrpriae  rewards  yon,  and  wish  yonr  fortone  had  been 
as  good  as  mine»  who  with  a  sing^  tidost  in  this  last  ktteiy  got  fire 
hundred  ponnds. 

I  hare  nothing  new,  that  is,  nothing  old  to  tell  yon*  Yon  eare 
not  about  the  present  worid,  and  are  flie  only  re^  phiksopher  I 
know* 

I  this  winter  met  wilh  a  Tery  laige  lot  of  En^lidi  head^  okieily  ef 
the  reign  of  James  L,  whibh  rety  neaify  perfeots  my  eoUeetioB. 
There  were  several  wfaieh  I  had  in  yain  hunted  for  there  ten  years. 
I  hare  bought  too^  some  reiy  soaroe,  but  more  modem  ones  out  of  Sir 
Charles  OotbeH's^ooIleotion.  Ezeept  a  few  of  Faithome's,  there  are 
scarce  any  now  that  I  much  wish  for. 

With  my  AneodotesI  packed  isp  for  you  (he  head  of  Ardibiahop 
Hutton,  and  a  new  little  print  of  Strawbeny.  If  the  volumes,  as  I 
undeistand  by  your  letter,  stay  in  town  to  be  bound,  I  hope  your 
bookseller  will  take  care  not  to  lore  there  trifles. 

1  WU  it  leivnd  to  on  the  next  page  m  Sir  Ciement  GoitralL 
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OOa    TO  SIB  DAVID  DALBTMPLK 

ArUngUm  Street,  Jan.  81, 1764. 

I  AM  very  soiry.  Sir,  that  your  obliging  corrections  of  my  'Anec- 
dotes of  Painting'  Iiave  come  so  latci  tiiat  fhe  first  volume  is  actually 
reprinted.  The  second  shall  be  the  better  for  fhem.  I  am  now 
publishing  the  third  yolumCy  and  another  of  Engravers.  I  wish  you 
would  be  so  kind  as  to  tell  me  how  I  may  convey  them  speedily  to 
you :  you  waited  too  long  the  last  time  for  things  that  have  little 
merit  but  novelty.  These  volumes  are  of  still  less  worth  than  the 
pieoeding ;  our  latter  painters  not  compensating  by  excellence  for  the 
charms  that  antiquity  has  bestowed  on  their  antecessors. 

I  wish  I  had  known  in  time  what  heads  of  Nanteuil  you  want 
There  has  been  a  very  valuable  sale  of  Sir  Clement  Cottr ell's  prints,  the 
impressions  most  beautiful,  and  of  which  Nanteuil  made  tiie  capital 
part  I  do  not  know  who  particularly  collects  his  works  now,  but  I 
have  ordered  my  bookseller  Bathoe,'  who  is  much  versed  in  those 
things,  to  inquire ;  and  if  I  hear  of  any  purchaser.  Sir,  I  will  let  you 
know* 

I  have  not  bought  the  'Anecdotes  of  Polite  literature,'  *  suspecting 
them  for  a  bookseller's  compilation,  and  confirmed  in  it  by  never 
hearing  them  mentioned.  Our  booksellers  here  at  London  disgrace 
literature  by  the  trash  they  bespeak  to  be  written,  and  at  the  same 
time  prevent  everything  else  from  being  sold.  They  are  littie  more 
or  less  than  upholsters,  who  sell  nts  or  bodies  of  arts  and  sciences  for 
fdmitnre ;  and  the  purchasers,  for  I  am  sure  they  are  not  readers, 
buy  only  in  that  view.  I  never  thought  there  was  much  merit  in 
reading:  but  yet  it  is  too  good  athingtobe  put  upon  no  better  foot- 
ing than  damask  and  mahogany. 

Whenever  I  can  be  of  the  least  use  to  your  studies  or  collections, 
you  know,  Sir,  that  you  may  command  me  fireely. 

*  TUi  Teiy  IntelUgeiit  bookMUer,  who  Uyed  near  Exeter  'Chuige,  in  the  Stnmd, 
died  in  176S.— Wbi«ht. 

*  Tide  WM  A  Teiy  amimfng  and  Jndidons  eeleetion,  in  fire  imaU  Toliunei^  yeiy 
Bes^y  printed.— Wizan. 
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OOL    TO  THB  BABIi  OF  HSBTFOBD. 

AHkigtmBk^FA,  6, 1764. 

YoxT  have,  I  hope,  long  before  flus,  my  dear  lord,  reoeiyed  tibe 
immenae  letter  that  I  seat  you  by  old  Moxun.  It  esplained  mneh, 
and  announced  most  part  of  which  has  already  happened :  fiir  yon 
will  observe  that  when  I  tell  you  anything  very  positively,  it  is  on 
good  intelligence.  I  have  another  much  bigger  secret  for  yon,  hot 
that  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  word  of  mouth.  I  am  not  a  Uttle  im- 
patient for  the  long  letter  you  promised  me.  In  the  mean  time 
thank  you  for  the  account  you  give  me  of  the  King's  esctreme  civility 
to  you.  It  is  like  yourself  to  dwell  on  that,  and  to  say  little  of 
M.  de  Ghaufaxes's  dirty  behaviour ;  but  Monsieur  and  Madrnne  de 
Chierdhy  have  told  your  brother  and  me  all  the  particuLais. 

I  was  but  too  good  a  prophet  when  I  warned  you  to  ei^ect  new 
extravagances  from  the  IXic  de  Ohaulnes's  son.  Some  weeks  ago  he 
lost  five  hundred  pounds  to  one  Yirette,  an  equivocal  being,  that  you 
remember  here.  Paolucd,  the  Hodenese  minister,  who  is  not  in  flie 
odour  of  honesty,  was  of  the  party.  The  Due  de  Pecquigny  said  to 
the  latter,  "  Monsieur,  ne  jouez  plus  avec  lui,  si  vous  n'fites  pas  de 
moiti^.^'  So  far  was  very  welL  On  Saturday,  at  the  Maccaroni 
Glub '  (which  is  composed  of  all  the  travelled  young  men  who  wear 
long  curls  and  spying-glasses),  they  played  again :  the  Due  lost,  but 
not  much.  In  llie  passage  at  the  Opera,  the  Duo  saw  Mr.  Stuart 
talking  to  Yirette,  and  told  the  former  that  Yirette  was  a  coquin,  a 
fripon,  &c.  &0.  Yirette  retired^  saying  only,  "  Yoili  un  fou.''  The 
Duo  than  desired  Lord  Tavistock  to  come  and  see  him  fight  Yirette, 
but  the  Marquis  desired  to  be  excused.  After  the  Opera,  Yirette 
went  to  the  Due's  lodgings,  but  found  him  gone  to  make  his  com- 
plaint to  Monsieur  de  Ghierohy,  whither  he  followed  him;  and 
farther  this  deponent  knoweth  not  I  pity  the  Count  [De  Gfuerchy], 
who  is  one  of  the  best-natured  amiable  men  in  the  world,  for  having 
this  absurd  boy  upon  his  hands ! 

Well  I  now  for  a  little  poUtics.    The  Cider-bill*  has  not  answered 

1  The  "  maoouroni"  of  1764  wm  nearly  qmonymoiu  with  the  teni  ''dudy'^  at 
preeent  in  rogne,  and  eren  booome  daeaiiad  bj  the  nae  of  it  by  Loid  Byron. — Wniam. 

'  A  bill,  pawed  in  the  lait  aeaaion,  for  an  additional  duty  on  cider  and  peny,  vhidi 
waa  violently  oppoeed  by  the  elder  conntiea,  and  taken  up  ae  a  general  oppoaition 
qneation.  Thia  measure  waa  considered  as  a  great  eitor  on  tiie  part  of  Lord  Bute,  and 
the  unpopularity  consequent  upon  it  is  laid  to  have  contributed  to  fala  realgnaUon^— 
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to  die  minority,  though  lliejr  ran  the  mimfltry  hard;*  but  last 
Riday  iras  eztraorduiflry,  GtoorgeQieoDLviUe  was  poshed  upon  some 
Nayy-fafllfl.  I  don't  nndersiand  a  Byllable,  yon  know,  of  money 
and  aooounts;  bat  irhatorer  was  the  matter/  he  was  driven  from 
entwHmhinent  to  entienofament  by  Bakw'  and  Gharles  Townshend. 
After  that  affior  was  OYer,  cmd  many  gone  away,  Sir  W.  Meredith 
moved  for  the  depositioDS  on  whieh  flie  warrant  against  Wi^^  ^^ 
been  granted.  The  Ministera  complained  of  the  motion  being  made 
solateintheday;  oaUedit  asniprise;  and  Bigby  moved  to  adjoorni 
whieh  was  eariied  but  by  78  to  60.  Had  a  surprise  been  intended, 
yon  mayimagine  the  minority  wonld  have  been  better  provided  with 
nmnban;  bat  it  certainly  had  not  been  concerted:  bowever,  a 
majority,  ahnmk  to  thirteen,  fingbtened  them  out  of  the  small  senses 
&qr  possess.  Heaven,  Earth,  and  the  Treasmy,  were  moved  to 
recover  their  ground  to-day,  when  the  question  was  renewed.  For 
about  two  hoars  the  debate  bobbled  on  very  lamely,  wben  on  a 
sadden  your  brotiier  rose,  and  made  each  a  speech* — but  I  wish 
anybody  was  to  give  you  the  account  except  me,  whom  you  will 
think  partial :  but  you  will  hear  enough  of  it,  to  confirm  anything 
I  can  BBBf.  Tmaginft  fixe,  rapidity,  aigmnent,  knowledge,  wit,  ridi- 
cole,  grace,  spirit;  aU  pouring  like  a  torrent,  but  without  clashing. 
Imagine  the  Hoose  in  a  tumult  of  continued  applause :  imagine  the 
Mmiaten  tfaunderatrack ;  lawyers  abashed  and  almost  blushing,  for 
itwaa  on  their  quibblea  and  evBflioDS  he  fell  most  heavily,  at  the  same 
time  answering  a  whole  session  of  aigaments  on  the  side  of  the 
court  No,  it  was  ftnique;  you  can  neith^  conceive  it,  nor  the 
exclamations  it  occasioned.  Ellis^  tiie  Forlorn  Hope,  EUis  presented 
himself  in  the  gap^  till  the  ministers  could  recover  themselves,  when 

'  On  a  molioii  for  a  omnmiUee  on  the  Cider-liiU  on  the  24th  of  January.  Mr. 
Jamae  GtanTille  In  a  letter  to  his  iliter.  Lady  Chatham,  speeking  of  this  debate,  says, 
''I  should  mtke  yon  as  old  a  woman  as  either  Sandys  or  Bnshont,  if  I  were  to  state 
all  the  Jargon  that  arose  In  this  debate.  It  was  plain  the  Covrt  meant  to  preolade 
any  repeal  of  the  bill;  the  eider  people  eoldly  wished  to  obtain  it  Sir  Richard  Bam- 
lyide,  at  the  head  of  them,  spoke,  not  his  own  sentiments,  as  he  dedarod,  bat  tiiosa 
whieh  the  instraetions  and  petitions  of  his  eonatltaents  Ibroed  him  to  maintain.  We  ' 
airidedisrvithns;  against  ns,  167."  OkiAam  O&rretpimdmee,  y<A.  VL  p.  aS2.— 
Wbiob*. 

*  It  was  a  proposal  Ibr  eonrertlng  certain  ontstanding  navy-bills  into  ansnitlaB  at 
four  per  eent — OaoKm. 

*  Sir  WUUam  Baker,  member  fbr  Hympton;  an  aldennaB  of  London.  He  mauled 
the  eldest  daughter  of  the  seoond  Jaoob  Tonson,  the  bookseller. — ^WaioBf . 

*  Tkae  Is  no  other  aoeonnt  of  this  remarkable  speeeh  V>  be  fonnd;  and  Indeed  we 
hare  little  notiee  of  General  Conway's  parliamentaiy  ilTorts,  exoept  Mr.  Buke's 
general  and  bfHliant  description  of  his  eondaet  as  leader  of  the  Hoose  of  Oonmona 
in  the  Bo^ingham  admialstiation.— Cbokbb. 
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im^tniiiieiaJjordQec^  qraloe  wilii  at 

mnoli  wannfh  as  yomr  broflier  luid^  and  irifli  graat  fixroa  oqubhiim 
the  attack  whioh  he  had  begun.  Did  not  I  tell  yon  he  would  taloe 
this  part  P  I  was  made  priyjr  to  it;  bni  this  is  far  bmi  aU  yom  an 
to  expect  Lord  North  in  Tain  mmUed  about  hia  mnataid-bowl, 
and  endeavonred  alone  to  oniroar  a  idude  partjr:  him  and  Farreater, 
Oharles  Townahend  took  np,  bat  lesa  well  than  nanaL  His  jealonajr 
of  your  brother's  soeoess,  which  was  very  evident^  did  not  he^  Um 
to  shine.  There  were  seyeral  other  apeechea^  and,  iqxm  the  idiole^ 
it  was  a  capital  debate ;  but  Plntns  is  so  mnoh  more  persaaaLTe  an 
orator  than  your  brother  or  Lord  Geoige,  thi^  we  divided  but  122 
against  217.  Lord  Strange,  who  had  agreed  to  the  qnestioDt  did 
not  dare  to  vote  fcr  it,  and  dedored  off;  andGeoige  Towndiend^wlio 
had  actually  Toted  for  it  on  Friday,  now  voted  against  ns.  Well  I 
upon  the  whole,  I  heartQy  wish  this  admimstration  may  last :  both 
their  characters  and  abilities  are  so  contemptible,  thai  I  am  sore  we 
can  be  in  no  danger  fiom  pierogaiive  when  trosted  to  sueh  hands  I 

Before  I  have  done  with  Oharies  Townshend,  I  must  tell  yon 
one  of  his  admirable  bon-mots.  Miss  Draycote,*  the  great  ferfame, 
is  grown  yery  tat:  he  says  her  tonnage  is  become  ecpal  to  her 
poundage. 

There  is  the  devil  to  pay  in  Nabob-land,  bat  I  understand  Indian 
histories  no  better  than  stocks.  The  couneQ  rebelled  against  the 
Governor,*  and  sent  a  deputation,  the  Lord  knows  why,  to  the 
Nabob,  who  out  off  the  said  deputies'  heads,  and  then,  I  think,  was 
dis-NaboVd  himself  and  Olive's  dd  Mend  reinstated.  There  is 
another  rebellion  in  Minorca,  where  Johnston  has  renounoed  his 
allegiance  to  viceroy  Dick  Lyttelton,  and  set  up  fer  himself  Sir 
Bi<^aTd  has  laid  the  affair  bcrfbre  the  King  and  Oooncil;   Oharles 

*  Mr.  Walpole  tingw  his  iq;»piobAtlon  of  Lord  Qooigo's  poUtlei  bgr  this  allniioii  to 
Minden,  when  hit  loidsldp  had  «io<  "  lad  up  the  BfaMS."— Oiosn. 

*  MiM  Ann*  ICuiA  Dnyoote,  muried,  in  Apdl^  1768,  to  Barl  PomlM.  To  taito 
Mr.  Townahend'i  Jest^  one  mvit  recolleet^  that  in  Uie  financa  of  that  dsy  tha  dntlei  of 
tonnage  and  poundage  held  s  pvindpal  plaoa. — Oioxu.^ 

*  Qoyemor  Vanaittar^  oontraiy  to  the  adviee  of  Us  eooneil,  had  depoaed  the  Kabob 
Meer  JaAer,  and  tranafemd  the  aoTeieigntiy  to  hli  aon-Ui-bw,  Coaiim  Ali  Gawn. 
The  latter,  howerer,  loon  foigot  hla  obligationt  to  the  Xnc^lih ;  and,  in  oonaaqnenee 
of  some  aggreMiou  on  his  part^  a  depataiion,  conriattng  of  MeannL  Amyatt  and  Haj, 
membeiB  of  council,  attended  hj  half  a  down  other  gentlemen*  waa  aent  to  the  nev 
Nabob.  While  thia  depntation  waa  on  ita  retun,  hoatilitiea  broke  ont^  and  theie 
gentlemen  were  put  to  death  aa  they  were  paaiing  the  city  of  Morahedabad.  Abont 
the  aame  time  the  BngUih  conndl  at  Fataa  and  their  attendanta  were  made  piiaonen, 
and  afterwaidf  crerily  maamerwL  Thme  erwita  newMMitatftd  the  depfwitliWi  iiQotnnL 
and  Jaffier  was  accordingly,  after  a  ihort  campaign,  reatored. — Oaosn. 
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Townahand  fint,  and  then  your  broflieri  (you  know  why  I  am  sony 
fhey  shoiild  appear  together  in  that  oanse^)  hare  tried  to  deprecate 
Sir  Biohazd's  wrath :  but  it  was  then  too  late.  The  silly  fellow  has 
brought  himself  to  a  precipioe. 

I  foigot  to  tell  you  that  Lord  Geoige  Sabkville  earned  into  the 
minority  with  hbn  his  own  brother'  Lord  Middlesex;  Lord 
Milton's  brother;'  young  Beauclere;  Sir  Thomas  Hales;  and 
Colonel  Irwine. 

We  have  not  heard  a  word  yet  of  the  Hereditary  Prince  and 
Princess.  They  were  sent  away  in  a  tempest^  and  I  believe  the  best 
one  can  hope  is,  that  they  are  driren  to  Korway.* 

Good  nighty  my  dear  lord ;  it  is  time  to  finish,  for  it  is  half  an 
hoar  after  one  in  the  morning :  I  am  forced  to  purloin  sudi  hours 
to  write  to  you,  for  I  get  up  so  late,  and  then  hare  such  a  perpetual 
auooession  of  nothings  to  do,  such  auctions,  politics,  visits,  dumers, 
sappers,  books  to  publish  or  revise,  &c.,  that  I  have  not  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  without  call  upon  it ;  but  I  need  not  tell  you,  who  know 
my  life,  that  I  am  forced  to  create  new  time,  if  I  urill  keep  up  my 
correspondence  with  you.  You  seem  to  like  I  should,  and  I  wish 
to  give  you  every  satis&otion  in  my  power. 

JSuBdaiy,  Febntarff  7,  Four  o*doek 

I  tremble  whilst  I  continue  my  letter,  having  just  heard  such  a 
dreadfbl  story  I  A  captain  of  a  vessel  has  made  oath  before  the 
Lord  Mayor,  this  morning,  that  he  saw  one  of  the  yachts  sink  on 
the  coast  of  HoUanGl ;  and  it  is  believed  to  be  the  one  in  which  the 
Primee  was.  The  Oity  is  in  an  uproar ;  nor  need  one  point  out  all 
aooh  an  accident  may  produce,  if  true ;  which  I  most  fervently  hope  it 
IB  not  My  long  letter  will  help  you  to  comments  enough,  which 
will  be  made  on  this  occasion.  I  wish  you  may  know,  at  this 
moment,  that  our  fears  are  ill-placed.  The  Princess  was  not  in  the 
same  yacht  with  her  husband.  Poor  Fanshawe,^  as  Clerk  of  the 
Gbeen  doth,  with  his  wife  and  sister,  was  in  one  of  them. 

Here  is  more  of  the  Due  de  Pecquign/s  episode.  An  officer  was 
sent  yesterday  to  put  Yirette  under  arrest    His  servant  disputed 

>  Oharleib  afterwErdiBaooDd  Dvke  of  Donet^WuciHf . 

'  Jobit  Dimer,  member  for  Dorolietter.     Lord  Milton  hftd  married  Lord  Geoige'e 
TOVDgeil  eleter.  Lady  Caroline. — WwMwt. 

*  Tlie  Dnke  and  DadieM  landed  lalUy  at  HelToei  on  the  Snd  of  Vebmary.— 
Wuon. 

*  8in«n  taniiaire,  Biq.,  member  fbr  Oiampoond.    He  Imd  manied  a  ladj  of  Ui 
own  name.— OaoKSB. 
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with  the  o£5o6r  on  his  (ndevSy  till  his  master  made  his  esespe. 
Yiiette  sent  a  Mend,  whom  he  oidered  to  deliTer  his  letter  in  penon, 
and  see  it  read,  with  a  nhallenge,  appointor  tibe  Due  to  meet  him  at 
half  an  honr  after  seyen  this  momingy  at  Bndbdngham-gaie^  niiere 
he  waited  till  ten  to  no  purpose,  thoagh  tiie  Doc  had  not  been  pot 
under  arrest  Yirette  absconds^  and  has  sent  M.  de  Pecqpngny 
word,  that  he  flliall  abscond  till  he  can  find  a  proper  opportunity  of 
fighting  him.  Your  discretion  will  naturally  prevent  your  talking 
of  this ;  but  I  thought  you  would  like  to  be  prepared^  if  this  affidr 
should  anyhow  happen  to  become  your  businessi  though  your  late 
discussion  with  the  Duo  de  Qhaulnes  will  add  to  your  disinclination 
from  meddling  with  it. 

I  must  send  this  to  the  post  before  I  go  to  tiie  Opera,  and  theore- 
fore  shall  not  be  able  to  tell  yon  more  of  the  frinoe  of  Brunswick 
by  tins  post 
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You  ought  to  be  witness  to  the  fatigue  I  am  su£Eering,  befi»e  you 
can  estimate  the  merit  I  haye  in  being  writing  to  you  at  this 
moment  Cast  up  eleven  hours  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
Monday,  and  above  seventeen  hours  yesterday, — ay,  seventeen  at 
length, — and  then  you  may  guess  if  I  am  tired  I  nay,  you  must  add 
seventeen  hours  that  I  may  possibly  be  there  on  Friday,  and  then 
calculate  if  I  am  weary.*  In  short,  yesterday  was  the  longest  day 
ever  known  in  the  House  of  Commons — why,  on  the  Westminster 
election  at  the  end  of  my  other's  reign,'  I  was  at  home  by  six.  On 
Alexander  Murray's*  aflhir,  I  believe,  by  five— on  the  militia,  twenty 
people^  I  think,  sat  till  six,  but  then  they  were  only  among  them- 
selves,  no  heat,  no  noise,  no  roaring.    It  was  half  an  hour  after 

'  The  important  debate  on  the  qneation  of  Qeneral  Wanants,  which  is  the  eabjeet 
of  the  following  able  and  interesting  letter,  haa  never  been  reported.  There  are, 
indeed,  in  the  parliamentary  hiatorj,  a  letter  from  Sir  Qeorge  Yonge,  and  two  itate- 
menta  1^  Sir  William  Meredith  a^d  GharleB  Townahend,  on  the  anlyect^  bvt  thej 
relate  chiefly  to  thsir  own  motiToa  and  reaaonings,  and  give  neither  the  namea  nor  the 
aignmenta  of  the  debfttera,  and  fall  Teiy  short  indeed  of  thoTigonr  and  Tividty  of  Mr. 
Walpole'a  animated  aketeh. — Ciokbe. 

*  On  the  22nd  Dwwmber,  1741.  This  waa  one  of  the  deb*tea  that  tMmiaalfld  Sir 
Bobert  Walpole'a  administration :  the  nnmbers  on  the  diviaion  wove  220  againat  210. 
— OiOKn. 

'  The  proceedings  on  the  6th  of  Febniary,  1751,  against  the  Honmnable  A.  Mnmy; 
far  Impeding  the  Weatmlnster  eleetioB;  bnt  Walpolflbia  hia'MaM^M^'akatestlisI 
Ihe  Honae  adyonmed  ai  iwo  in  the  morning.— -Oaogn* 
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80vea  fills  moining  before  I  was  at  home.  Think  of  ^bal,  and  flm 
bfag  of  your  French  parUaments  I ' 

What  is  ten  times  greater,  Leonidas  and  the  Spartan  minarity 
did  not  make  sueh  a  stand  at  ThennopyloB,  as  we  did.  Do  you 
knofWy  we  had  like  to  haye  been  the  wufforityf  "SksnasB^  is  fright^ed 
out  of  his  senses;  Sjrsigambis*  has  sent  an  express  to  Luton  to 
forbid  Phraates^  coming  to  town  to-morrow:  Norton's*  impudence 
has  forsaken  him ;  Bishop  Warburton  is  at  this  moment  reinstating 
Mr.  Pitf  s  name  in  the  dedication  to  his  SennonSy  which  he  had 
ezponged  for  Sandwich's;*  and  Sandwich  himself  is-— at  Paris, 
perhaps,  by  this  time,  for  the  first  thing  I  expect  to  hear  to-morrow 
is^  that  he  is  gone  off. 

Now  are  you  mortally  angry  with  me  for  trifling  with  you,  and 
not  telling  you  at  once  the  particulars  of  this  ahiM»Urevohilikm^ 
You  may  be  angry,  but  I  shall  take  my  own  time,  and  shall  giye 
myself  what  airs  I  please  botti  to  you,  my  Lord  Ambassador,  and  to 
you,  my  Lord  Secretary  of  State,  who  will,  I  suppose,  open  this 
letter — if  you  have  courage  enough  left.  Li  the  first  place,  I  assume 
all  the  impertinence  of  a  prophet, — aye,  of  that  great  cariosity,  a 
prophet  who  really  prophesied  before  the  event,  and  whose  pre- 
dictions haTS  been  accomplished.  Hare  I,  or  have  I  not,  announced 
to  you  the  unexpected  blows  that  would  be  giyen  to  the  adminis- 
tration P-^come,  I  will  lay  aside  my  dignity,  and  satisfy  your 
hnpatience.    There's  moderation. 

We  sat  all  Monday  hearing  evidence  against  Mr.  Wood,'  that 
wretch  Webb,*  and  the  messengers,  for  their  illegal  proceedings 


1  Tiie  ^sputM  betiTMn  Loufa  XY.  and  hii  paittameati^  whteh  pnparad  the  nrola- 
tiooy  wen  li  tliis  period  aiiiminfng  a  aeriom  appeannoe.— -Obokbs. 

*  Tlie  King.— OionB.  '  The  PrineeM  Dowiger.— Oboxib. 
^  Lord  Bute.    Luton  wm  hU  leat  in  BedrordBhire^-OnoKia. 

*  Mr.  Walpole  me  too  eangiiiiie :  Sir  Fletcher  had  not  eren  lost  hie  hMnen  ;  for 
in  the  ferther  progress  of  the  acUonmed  debate  we  fehaU  find  that  he  told  the  HoniM 
thai  he  would  regard  their  reeolvtlon  of  no  more  Talne  {inpoiiU  qf  law,  must  be 
nndenrtood)  than  the  Yoelfbrationa  of  bo  many  drunken parter$,^Gut>Kaau 

*  Lord  Bandwieh  was  an  agreeable  companion  and  an  able  minister ;  bat  one  who«e 
monl  eharacter  did  not  point  Um  out  as  exactly  the  Stieet  patron  Ibr  a  tolume  of 
sermons;  and  he  was  at  this  moment  so  nnpopdar,  that  Mr.  Walpde  affects  to 
think  he  may  hare  been  intimidated  to  fly. — Caosn. 

'  Bobert  Wood,  Esq.,  under-seeMmry  df  state ;  against  whom,  Ibr  hia  offidal  ittiare 
in  the  aflUr  of  the  Qenend  Wamhta,  Mr.  Wilkes's  complaint  was  madOi— GaoKia. 

*  Philip  Osrteret  Webb,  Esq.,  solicitor  to  the  trsasniy,  complained  of  on  the  same 
groond.  Mr.  Walpole  probid>ly  applies  these  ii^fnriona  terms  to  Mr.  Webb  on 
aeeoont  of  a  sopposed  error  in  his  eiidence  on  the  trial  in  the  Oommon  Pleaa,  for 
whieh  he  waa  aftcmrda  indicted  fbr  peijury,  but  h^  was  ftiDy  acquitted,  the  point 
was  of  little  importawee  ■  whether  he  had  or  had  not  had  a  kayinhia  hittd.  Sea 
pi  141— Caoso. 
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against  Mr.  Wilkea.  At  midbighty  Mr.  GbenTille  offared  qb  to 
adjonm  or  proceed.  Mr.  Pitt  humbly  begged  not  to  eat  or  aleep 
till  so  great  a  point  should  be  deoided.  On  a  division^  in  which 
though  many  said  offe  to  adjourning,  nobody  would  go  out  for  fear 
of  losing  their  seats,  it  was  carried  by  379  to  31,  for  proceeding — 
and  then — half  the  House  went  away.  The  ministers  representbig 
the  indecency  of  this,  and  Fitzherbert  saying  that  many  were  within 
call,  Stanley  observed,  that  after  yoting  against  adjournment,  a  third 
part  had  adjourned  themselyes,  when,  instead  of  being  within  oail, 
they  ought  to  have  been  witiiin  hearing :  this  was  unanswerable^  and 
we  adjourned. 

Yesterday  we  fell  to  again.  It  was  one  in  the  morning  before 
the  evidence  was  dosed.  Oairington,  the  messenger,  was  alone 
examined  for  seven  hours.  This  old  man,  Ihe  cleverest  of  all  minis- 
terial terriers,  was  pleased  with  recounting  his  achievements,  yet 
perfectly  guarded  and  betraying  nothing.  However,  the  areana 
innperii  have  been  wofully  laid  open. 

I  have  heard  Garrick,  and  other  players,  give  themselves  aire  of 
fotigne  after  a  long  part — ^think  of  the  Speaker,  nay,  think  of  the 
clerks  taking  most  correct  minutes  for  sixteen  hours,  and  reading 
them  over  to  every  witness ;  and  then  let  me  hear  of  fotiguel  Do 
you  know,  not  only  my  Lord  Temple,' — who  you  may  swear  never 
budged  as  spectator, — but  old  Will  Ohetwynd,'  now  past  eighty,  and 
who  had  walked  to  the  House,  did  not  stir  a  single  moment  out  of  his 
place,  from  three  in  the  afternoon  till  the  division  at  seven  in  the 
morning.  Nay,  we  had  poMote^seSf  too,  who  stayed  out  the  whole : 
Lady  Bockingham  and  Lady  Sondes  the  first  day ;  both  again  the 
second  day,  with  Miss  Mary  Pelham,  Mrs.  Fitzroy,'  and  the  Duchess 
of  Bichmond,  as  patriot  as  any  of  us.  Lady  Mary  Coke,  Mrs. 
Qeorge  Pitt,  and  Lady  Pembroke,  came  after  the  Opera,  but  I 
think  did  not  stay  above  seven  or  eight  hours  at  most 

At  one.  Sir  W.  Meredith  moved  a  resolution  of  the  illegality  of 
the  Warrant,  and  opened  it  well.  He  was  seconded  by  old  Darling- 
ton's brother,*  a  convert  to  us.    Mr.  Wood,  who  had  shone  the  pre- 

^  Lord  Temple  wm,  as  eveiy  one  knowa,  a  veiy  keen  politidan,  and  took  in  all  this 
matter  a  moat  prominent  part;  indeed,  he  was  the  prime  mover  of  the  whole  affiur, 
and  bore  the  expense  of  all  Wilkes'a  law  proeeedinga  out  of  hia  own  podcetb — Cbokii. 

'  See  ToL  L  p.  168,andToL  ir.  p.  168.— CunrnoHAX. 

*  Probably  Anne,  daughter  of  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Wanen ;  married,  In  17(^8,  to 
Colonel  Charles  Fitzroy,  afterwards  first  Lord  Soathampton.~CBOijn. 

*  Gilbert*  youngest  brother  of  Heniy,  first  Earl  of  Darlington,  who  was  so  well 
known  in  Sir  Robert  Walpole's  and  Mr.  Pelham's  time  as  "Huiy  Tana.*     Mr 
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ceding  day  by  great  moiatjf  deoeiioy»  and  ingemnfy,  forfbited  iheee 
meritB  a  good  deal  by  starting  up,  (aooording  to  a  MinisteiJal  plaUi) 
and  very  arrogantly,  and  repeatedly  in  the  night,  demanding  jnatm 
and  a  previons  aoqnittal,  and  telling  the  Honae  he  aoomed  to  aooept 
being  merely  MviiMi;  to  whidh  Mr.  Pitt  replied,  that  if  he  A'aaamflil 
to  be  excused,  he  woidd  deserve  to  be  eei^mreeL  Mr.  Oharles  Yorke 
(who,  wilh  his  family,  have  oome  roondly  to  us  for  support  against 
the  Doke  of  Bedford  on  the  Marnage-biU')  propoaed  to  adjonnL 
Gbenville  and  the  ministry  would  have  agreed  to  adjoom  the  debate 
on  the  great  question  itself  bat  declared  they  would  posh  this 
acquittal.  This  they  announoed  haog^tily  enouf^— for  as  yet^  they 
did  not  doubt  of  their  strength.  Lord  Erederiok  Oanq^bell'  was  the 
most  impetuous  of  all,  so  little  he  foresaw  how  much  witer  it  would 
be  to  follow  your  brother.  Pitt  made  a  short  speedh,  ezoellently 
argumentative,  and  not  bombast,  nor  tedious,  nor  deviating  from  the 
question.  He  was  supported  by  your  brother,  and  Gharles  Towns- 
hend,  and  Lord  George;*  the  two  last  of  whom  are  strangely  firm, 
now  they  are  got  under  the  cannon  of  your  brother:— Charles,  who, 
as  he  must  be  extraordinary,  is  now  so  in  romantic  nioety  of  honour. 
His  fother,^  who  is  dying,  or  dead,  at  Bath,  and  from  whom  he  hopes 
two  thousand  a  year,  has  sent  for  him.  He  has  refused  to  go—lest 
his  steadmesB  should  be  questioned.  At  a  quarter  after  four  we 
divided.  Our  cry  was  so  loud,  that  both  we  and  the  ministers 
thought  we  had  oarried  it  It  is  not  to  be  painted,  the  dismay  of 
the  latter — in  good  truth  not  without  reason,  for  tee  were  197,  (hey 
but  207.    Tour  eiq[ierienoe  oan  tell  you,  that  a  majority  of  fta^  ten 

Gilbert  Yuie  wm  depnty  iMMonr  of  Ghdaes  Hofpital,  ha%  on  iUi  ooetiloii  abimloned 
tibA  minlfttarial  sido  of  the  Hooie,  wHh  which  he  had  hitherto  Toted :  he  died  in  1778. 
— Cbokbb. 

'  The  Marriage  Aet  waa  notan  original  measure  of  Lord  Hardwieke;  bat  ae  he,  on 
the  fyinre  of  one  or  two  preriooa  altempte  at  a  biU  on  that  ealjeet^  waa  reqneated  bj 
the  Honae  of  Lords  to  prepare  one,  he,  and  of  ooniae  his  sons,  must  hare  oontinned 
interested  in  its  maintenance ;  bat  Mr.  Walpole*s  suspicion  of  a  bargain  and  sale  of 
sentiments  between  them  and  the  opposition  is  qaite  absard.  Bven  from  Mr.  Walpole's 
own  statement,  it  woald  seem  that,  on  the  sabjeet  of  general  warrants,  Mr.  CbarleB 
Torke  acted  with  sineerity  and  moderalioii, — anziooa  to  hare  a  great  legal  (fnestloB 
properl  J  decided,  and  nnwilling  to  proatitate  iia  snooess  to  the  parposss  of  party.^* 

(htOUB. 

*  Foarth  son  of  John,  third  Dake  of  Aigyle ;  afterwards  keeper  of  the  priTj  seal 
tn  Scotland,  secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieotenant  of  Irehmd,  and  SnaUy  lord  regiater  of 
Scotland.  Aa  he  was  the  broiher>in-law  of  Qeneral  Oonway,  Mr.  Walpole  seems  to 
haTe  expected  him  to  haye  followed  Oonway'a  politl6s.--0iosBB. 

'  Lord  George  Backrille. — Oaoxax. 

«  Oharies,  third  Loid  Townahmd,  died  Uth  Minh,  1764.    Hia  wife  waa  Andny 
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is  8  da&ai.  AjddBt  a  great  defeotton  from  thorn,  was  even  a  wfaite 
stafl^  Lord  CbaiieB  Spenoer  ^--hmtt  7011  know  still  more  of  ivhaft  I 
toll  yon  was  proparing  for  fhem  I 

Orest-fidlen,  the  miniaters  liieii  propoaed  simply  to  disdiaige  ihe 
complaint;  but tfaephmies  wbioh  fliey  had  dicfppeA,  Pitt  soon  plaoed 
in  hk  own  beaTor.     He  broke  oat  on  fiberty,  and,  indeed,   on 
whateyer  he  pleased,  nninteamipted.    Bagby  sat  feeling  thevioe- 
treaanrershipslippingfromunderhim.   Nugent  was  not  less  pensile 
---Lord  Strange,' flioagh  not  interested,  did  not  like  it    Eveiybody 
was  too  mnch  taken  np  with  his  own  oonoems,  or  too  mnbh  daanted, 
to  giTe  the  least  disbnbanoe  to  the  Pindaria    GrenyiUe,  however, 
dropped  a  ftw  words,  which  did  bttt  heighten  the  flaaie.    Pitt,  with 
leiB  modesty  than  ever  he  showed,  pronoanoed  a  panegyrio  on  his 
own  administnttton,  and  from  thence  broke  oat  on  ^  digmktkm  (^ 
ojffhen.    Una  increased  the  roar  from  ns.    Qreanlle  replied,  and 
very  finely,  very  pathetically,  Yerj  animated.    He  painted  "Vl^lkea 
and  fieusiion,  and,  with  very  little  troth,  denied  the  charge  of  menaoes 
to  officers.     At  that  m<»nent,  General  A'Oonrt*  walked  vf  the 
Hoose— think  what  an  impression  such  an  incident  most  make^  when 
passions,  hopes,  and  fsais,  were  all  afloat— "think,  too,  how  joar 
broflier  and  I,  had  we  been  angenerons,  could  have  added  to  these 
sensations  I    There  was  a  man  not  so  deHcate.    Oolonel  Barr^  rose 
—and  this   attended  with  a  striking  oiroamstance ;  Sir  Bdward 
Deering,  one  of  tmr  noisy  fooli,  called  oni,  **Mr.  Barr^.''*    The 
latter  seised  the  thooght  with  admirable  qfoickness,  and  said  to  the 
Speaker,  who,  in  pomting  to  him,  had  called  him  Oobmelf  '<I  beg 
yoor  pardon.  Sir,  you  haye  pointed  to  me  by  a  title  I  have  no  right 
to,''  and  then  made  a  very  artful  and  pathetic  speech  on  his  own 
services  and  dismission ;  with  nothing  bad  bat  an  awkward  attempt 
towards  an  exoase  to  Mr.  Pittfor  his  former  behavioor.    LordNorfh, 
who  will  not  lose  his  beOoWf  though  he  may  lose  his  place,  endea*- 


*  Seecmd  ion  of  the  Duke  of  Maribovovs^ ;  his  while  staff  was  thai  of  ComptroUar 
of  tho  homehold.  Ho  was,  it  soama,  in  Mr.  Walpolo'a  aonaa  of  Uie  word,  wiaer  than 
Lord  Frederick  Gampbail ;  Imt  wo  ahidl  see  pre9enUj>  thai  tUa  wiadom  grewaaliaiiied 
of  itaelf  in  »  doj  or  two,  and  in  1761k,  wlien  the  paviy  wliich  ho  had  thia  night 
aaaisted  came  into  power,  he  was  tamed  ont — ^Obokib. 

*  Jamea,  eldeat  son  of  the  Earl  of  Derby,  bom  in  1717 ;  ho  died  in  1771,  before  liia 
lUher.  1  know  not  why  Walp<^  aaya  he  waa  not  intereated ;  lie  waa  n  Toiy  reapoot- 
able  man,  bnt  he  waa  alao  dianoellor  of  the  dnchy,  and  might  natnrally  hare  fdt  aa 
mnch  intereai  aa  the  other  pkoemeat—CBoun. 

'  Lately  diamiaaed.— Wuohv. 

«  OoloMl  Bbit6  had  been  lata^  diamimed  tan  the  oftco  of  adyatantffMialr^ 

IfjUOBf. 
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vowmI  to  xoior  vsf  ihd  ttnmgo  of  Hb  oonmukBy  but  it  irottli  not  4o 
— the  House  grew  tired,  and  we  again  divided  at  seven  fixr  adjovm* 
ment ;  eosie  of  our  people  were  gone>  and  we  lemained  bat  184, 
tbey  206 ;  however,  yoa  will  allow  our  a&ixa  aie  mended,  wlien  we 
eay,  bui  184.  We  then  eame  away,  and  kft  the  mimsters  to  satisfy 
Wood,  Webb»  and  fhamselves,  as  weU  as  they  oonld*  It  was  eig^t 
Una  morning  before  I  was  in  bed ;  and  oonsidering  that^  tins  is  no 
Tery  diort  letter.  Mr.  Pitt  bote  the  fiitigae  with  his  usual  spirit '^- 
and  even  old  Onslow,  the  late  Speaker,  was  sitting  np,  anzions  for 
ilie  evei^ 

On  Friday  we  are  to  have  the  great  question,  which  would  prevent 
my  writing ;  and  to  morrow  I  dme  with  Gnerdhy,  at  the  Duke  of 
Qrafton'sy  besides  twenty  other  engagements.  To-day  I  have  drat 
myself  np ;  for  with  writing  this,  and  taking  notes  yesterday  aU  day , 
and  all  nig^t,  I  hai?e  not  an  eye  left  to  see  oat  of— -nay,  for  onoe  in 
my  hie,  I  shall  go  to  bed  at  tea  o'oloek. 

I  am  g^  to  be  able  to  oontradiet  two  or  three  pasMiges  in  my  last 
letter.  The  Prinoe  and  Princess  of  Brunswick  are  safely  landed, 
though  fliey  were  in  extreme  danger.  The  Duo  de  Pecquigny  had 
not  <mly  been  put  in  anest  late  on  the  Sunday  night,  which  I  did 
not  know,  but  1ms  retrieved  his  honour.  Monsieur  de  Guerchy  sent 
him  away,  and  at  Dover,  Yirette  found  him,  and  whispered  him  to 
steal  from  D'AllonviQe '  and  fi^it.  Hie  Duo  first  bagged  his  pardon^ 
owned  himself  in  the  wrong,  and  then  fought  him,  and  was  wounded, 
though  slightly,  in  four  places  in  the  arm ;  and  both  are  returned  to 
Xjondon  with  their  honours  as  white  as  snow. 

Sir  Jacob  Downing'  is  dead,  and  has  left  every  shilling  to  his 
wife ;  itf  sf<,  not  siiqienee  to  my  Lord  Holland;^  a  mishap  whii 


>  The  Doka  of  N«iroMtt^  in  a  toller  to  Mr.  Pitt  of  fh«  Utii,  Mji»  "  Mr.  Weel  and 
honest  Oeoige  Onslow  came  to  my  bed-eide  this  morning,  to  s^ve  me  an  acooant  of 
the  glorious  daj  we  had  yesterday,  and  of  the  great  obligations  iddch  ereiy  tme 
loftf  of  Hm  liberties  of  his  eonntry  tad  oar  pieseot  eonstilatioa  owe  to  you,  ibr  the 
anperior  ability,  firmness,  and  resolution  which  yoa  showed  daring  the  longest 
attention  that  erer  was  known.  God  forbid  that  yonr  health  shonld  salFer  by  yonr 
leal  fbr  yoor  ooontiy  I"    Ohaikam  (kfmtpomdmo^  voL  iL  p»  287.— WaxMf. 

'  Probably  the  gentleman  in  whose  ebaige  M.  de  Goerehy  had  sent  away  the  giddy 
Duke. — CaoKsm. 

*  INr  Jaeob  Genid  Downing,  Bail,  member  Iw  Donwieh:  ba  died  lbs  6th  of 
^braaiy,  and  left  bis  estate  [of  6,000<.  per  aanom]  as  Mr.  Walpoto  says,  to  Us  wife  ,* 
Iwi  only  for  her  life,  and  afterwaida  to  bnild  and  endow  Downing  Oollege  at 
Cambridge. — CBozna. 

*  The  gronnds  of  n^  ttpeclation  which  Lord  Hollaod  may  have  entertained  fttmi 
Sir  Jaeob  Downing  have  Ml  reaehed  08;  bat  it  ia  right  to  say,  that  Mh  W«dpile  had 
iiaanallBdwMiIievdHoDind^aadwaa  glad  «f  any  nwMimii  Jant  or  otherlrl%  ts 

ft  mm. — Caosn. 
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•  being  fidlowed  by  a  mmoiitjr  of  197»  iriU  not  make  flue  a  ploaemt 
week  to  him. 

Well  I  now  would  yon  believe  how  I  £mI  and  how  I  wiahP  I 
wiah  we  may  oontume  the  minority.  The  desireB  of  some  of  my 
anociates,  perhaps,  may  not  be  satisfied,  but  mine  are.  Here  is  an 
opposition  formidable  enough  to  keep  abler  ministen  than  Measieiiif 
the  present  gentlemen  in  awe.  lliey  may  pick  podkets,  but  thery 
will  pick  no  more  looks.  While  we  continue  a  minority,  we  dull 
presenre  our  oharaoters,  and  we  have  some  too  good  to  put  wiilu  I 
hate  to  hare  a  camp  to  plunder ;  at  least,  I  am  so  Whig,  I  hate  all 
spoils  but  the  opima  spolia.  I  think  it^  too,  much  more  oredifaUe 
to  oontrol  ministers,  than  to  be  ministers— and  much  more  orediiaUe 
than  to  become  mere  ministen  ooiselTes.  I  have  sereral  other 
excellent  reasons  against  our  success,  though  I  could  combat  finem 
with  as  many  drawn  from  the  insufiBcience  of  the  present  folk,  and 
from  the  propriety  of  Mr.  Pitt  being  minister ;  but  I  am  too  tired, 
and  Tery  likely  so  are  you^  my  dear  lord,  by  this  tirn^  and  therafore 
goodnightl 

I  had  sealed  my  letter,  and  break  it  open  again  on  receiving  yours 
of  the  ISfli,  by  the  messenger.  Though  I  am  very  sorry  yon  had 
not  then  got  mine  from  Monin,  which  would  have  prepared  yoa  finr 
much  of  what  has  happened,  I  do  not  fear  its  miscaniage,  as  I  think 
I  can  account  for  the  delay.  I  had,  for  more  security,  put  it  into 
the  parcel  wiih  two  more  volumes  of  my  'Anecdotes  of  Painting ; ' 
whi^,  I  suppose,  remained  in  Monin's  baggage ;  and  he  might  not 
have  unpacked  it  when  he  deUvered  the  sin^  letters.  If  he  has 
not  yet  sent  you  the  parcel,  you  may  ask  for  it»  as  Ihe  same  delioaey 
is  not  necessary  as  foor  a  letter. 

I  thank  Lord  Beauchamp  much  for  the  pqwr,  but  should  thank 
him  much  more  for  a  letter  from  himself.  I  am  going  fliis  minute 
to  the  House,  where  I  haye  already  been  to  prayers,'  to  takeaplaoe. 
It  was  yeiy  near  frill  then,  so  critical  a  day  it  is  I  I  expect  we  shall 
be  beaten— but  we  shall  not  be  so  many  times  more.    LordGranby/ 

'  It  may  be  neoeiiiiy  to  maaik,  that  aayaMmber  who  attandi  >fc  flie  dally  pwyew 
of  tho  Hovae  haa  a  right,  for  that  oroning^  to  the  plaoo  ho  oooapies  at  piayan^  On 
aighta  of  graat  intoret^  whon  tho  Honao  ia  eipootod  to  bo  erowded^  than  la  ooft> 
aaoBontly  a  oonaldorablo  attendanoo  at  prayen. — Cbokbb. 

*  Eldoat  aoa  of  tho  third  Doha  of  Bntland,  woU  known  for  Ua  gallant  oondnot  at 
MfadiB,  and  aftUl  romombored  for  hla  popularity  with  tho  army  and  tho  ptddiOi  Ho 
waa  at  thia  tinto  <*otpT"ftiv^frw)[f|«rfti^f  n^d  maalargenacid  of  the  ordsaaoab  Ho  died 
bofora  hia  fkther,  in  1770. — Caoxaa. 
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I  hdiTi  18  to  moY8  ibe  prafiooa  qiMstio^  are  reduced  to  fheir 

heavy  eannon.' 

SttndaM  nmniliiflr-  IML 

Happening  to  bear  of  a  gentleman  who  sets  out  for  Paris  in  two 
or  three  days,  I  stopped  my  letter,  both  out  of  pradence  (pray 
admire  me  I)  and  from  thinlnTig  that  it  was  as  well  to  send  you  at 
onoe  the  complete  history  of  onr  Great  Week.  By  the  time  you 
have  read  the  preceding  pages,  you  may,  perhaps,  expect  to  find  a 
change  in  the  ministry  in  what  I  am  going  to  say.  You  must  have 
aHtUe  patience;  our  parliamentary  war,like  the  last  war  in  GFermany, 
produces  yery  considerable  battles  that  are  not  decisiTe.  Marshal 
Pitt  has  given  another  great  blow  to  the  subsidiary  army,  but  they 
remained  masters  of  the  field,  and  both  sides  sing  Te  Deum,  I  am 
not  talking  figuratiyely,  when  I  assure  you  that  bells,  bonfires,  and 
an  illumination  firom  the  Monument,  were  prepared  in  the  City,  in 
case  we  had  had  the  majority.  Lord  Temple  was  so  indiscreet  and 
indecent  as  to  have  fiagots  ready  for  two  bonfires,  but  was  persuaded 
to  lay  aside  the  design,  even  bdbre  it  was  abortive. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  you  the  detail  of  so  long  a  debate  as 
Friday's.  You  will  regret  it  the  less  when  I  tell  you  it  was  a  very 
dull  one.  I  never  knew  a  day  of  expectation  answer.  The  im- 
promptus and  the  unexpected  are  ever  the  most  shining.  We  love 
to  hear  ourselves  talk,  and  yet  we  must  be  formed  of  adamant  to  be 
able  to  talk  day  and  night  on  the  same  question  for  a  week  together. 
If  you  had  seen  how  ill  we  looked,  you  would  not  have  wondered  we 
did  not  speak  welL  A  company  of  colliers  emerging  from  damps 
and  darkness  could  not  have  appeared  more  ghastly  and  dirty  than 
we  did  on  Wednesday  morning ;  and  we  had  not  recovered  much 
bloom  on  Friday.  We  spent  two  or  three  hours  on  corrections  of, 
and  additions  to,  the  question  of  pronouncing  the  warrant  illegal, 
tin  the  ministry  had  contracted  it  to  fit  scarce  anything  but  the 
individual  case  of  Wilkes,  Pitt  not  opposing  the  amendments  because 
Oharles  Yorke  gave  into  them ;  for  it  is  wonderfbl'  what  deference 
is  paid  by  both  sides  to  that  house.  The  debate  then  began  by 
Norton's  moving  to  adjourn  the  consideration  of  the  question  for 
fear  months,  and  holding  out  a  promise  of  a  bill,  which  neither  they 
meaii»  nor,  for  my  part,  should  I  like :  I  would  not  give  prerogative 

1  Lord  Gitaby  wm  mastirgeiMnl  of  ilia  ordniaoe.— -CuinmRAiL 

'  Wonderflil  to  Mr.  Walpolo  onlj,  wlio  hid  %  priTato  piqm  tgaiiiifc  Um  Toikoi;  M 

obooIm  oovld  wondor  Uial  dofennoe  dioiild  be  paid  to  long  MrfXoe^  Ugh  ttatlona, 

gnst  ablUtlM,  and  unimpoMhed  Integrity.— Obosbu 


80  mncli  88  a  dsftnifiQii.  Tou  are  a  P^^y  '^^  fltcfofeny  pcriiapo^ 
will  hear  it  with  paiienoe— but  thiiuc  how  war  ean  nnut  Iimb 
tingled,  when  he  told  as,  that  shoold  we  paas  the  lescdnfioii,  and 
he  were  a  jadge^  he  woald  mind  it  no  suire  than  the  reaolntioii 
of  a  drunken  porter  1 — Had  old  Onslow  been  in  the  chair,  I  believe 
he  would  have  knoolced  him  down  with  the  maoe.  He  did  hear  of 
it  daring  the  debatOi  though  not  soTerely  enough ;  but  the  town 
rings  with  it.  Charles  Yorke  replied,  and  was  much  admired. 
Me  he  did  not  please;  I  require  a  little  nu>ie  than  palliatives  and 
sophistries.  He  ezoosed  the  part  he  has  taken  by  pleading  that 
he  had  never  seen  the  warrant  till  after  Wilkes  was  taken  np— 
yet  he  then  pronounoed  the  'No.  45 '  a  libel,  and  advised  the  ooon- 
mitment  of  Wilkes  to  the  Tower.  If  you  advised  me  to  knock 
a  man  down,  would  you  excuse  yourself  by  saying  you  had  never 
seen  the  stiok  with  which  I  gave  the  blow  P  Other  speeches  we  had 
without  end,  but  none  good,  except  from  Lord  Geoi^  SackviUa,  a 
short  one  from  Elliot,  and  one  from  Charles  Townshend,  so  fine  iliat 
it  amoM/id^  wen  fhm  km.  Your  brother  had  spoken  with  excdient 
sense  against  the  coireotions,  and  began  well  again  in  the  debate, 
but  with  so  much  rapidity  that  he  confounded  himself  firsts  and  flien 
was  seized  with  such  a  hoarseness  that  he  could  not  proceed.  Pitt 
and  George  Ghrenville  ran  a  match  of  silence,  striving  which  should 
reply  to  the  other.  At  last,  Fitt»  who  had  three  times  in  the  debate 
retired  with  pain,'  rose  about  three  in  the  morning,  but  so  langnid^ 
so  exhausted,  thaf^  in  his  life,  he  never  made  less  figure.  GrenviUe 
answered  him ;  and  at  five  in  the  morning  we  divided.  The  Noes 
were  so  loud,  as  it  admits  a  deeper  sound  than  Aye,  that  the 
Speaker,  who  has  got  a  bit  of  nose'  since  the  (^ipositian  got 
numbers,  gave  it  for  us.    They  went  forth;  and  when  I  heud 

'  Mr.  PiU'i  flnqneni  fits  of  tho  goot  tn  veil  knovn :  he  wti  erea  mp«el«d  of 
■ometimes  ading  %  fit  of  the  gout  in  the  House  of  CommoDB. — Gboub.  A  leftmioQ 
to  the '  Chatham  CoRespondenoe '  will,  it  k  bellered,  remove  the  Ulibenl  wasfAxkm, 
that  Mr.  Plt^  on  this,  or  any  other  occasion,  was  in  the  practice  of  "acting  a  fit  of  the 
goat"  On  tiie  morning  after  the  debate  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  thns  wiote  to  Mr. 
Pitt  >-^  I  shall  not  be  easy  tUl  I  hear  yon  have  not  increased  your  pain  and  disorder, 
1^  your  long  attendance  and  the  gnal  ier?ice  yon  did  yesterday  to  the  publie.  I 
could  not  omit  thanking  yon  and  congratulating  you  upon  your  great  and  glorioa 
minority,  before  I  went  to  Olaremoni  Such  a  xninority,  with  such  a  leader,  cra^^osed 
of  gentlemen  of  the  greatest  and  moat  Independent  fortanee  in  the  kingdom,  l^alntt 
a  majority  of  fourteen  only,  influenced  by  power  and  force,  and  fetdied  fhmi  all 
eomersofthe  kingdosvmnit  have  its  wei(^^  and  produce  the  moat  happy  con* 
•equenoee  to  the  public"    ChaUuxm  Carretpondenoc,  toL  it  p.  28d. — ^Wixobt. 

*  Sir  John  Cust's  nose  was  rather  shorty  as  his  pictures  by  Beynolds^  as  wdl  aa  by 
Walpole,  testify. — Caouix. 
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our  side  eoanM  to  &e  iuoimt  of  S18,  I  dii  oaMhide  ve 
TiofanJons ;  but  thefr  letamed  232.  It  is  true  we  were  beaten  \f 
fimrteen,  but  we  were  inoreaeed  by  twenty-ooe ;  and  ao  ittiiiuiUy 
eonld  stand  on  so  slight  an  adyantage,  if  we  ooidd  eontbuie  above 
two  handled.' 

We  may,  and  probaUy  diall.  Ml  off:  ibis  was  oar  strangest 
qnestion— but  our  troops  will  siamd  hat;  their  hopes  and  Tiews 
depend  npon  it»  and  thcdr  spizitB  are  raised.  But  Isr  the  oilier  side 
it  will  not  be  (he  same.  The  lookers-oat  will  be  strayers  away,  and 
their  yery  sobsidies  will  ondo  them.  They  boog^t  two  single  wtes 
that  day  with  two  peerages;*  Bur  B.  Bampfylde*  and  Sir  Ohailes 
Tynte*— and  so  are  going  to  Ug^t  np  the  flame  of  two  moie  oooniy 
eleotioiis— and  that  in  ilie  west,  where  sorely  nofliing  was  wanting 
bat  a  tinder-boz  I 

Yoa  would  have  abnost  laog^ied  to  see  the  qpeotres  prodaeed  by 
both  sides;  one  woold  have  thought  that  they  had  sent  a  seaxeh- 
vmrant  for  Members  of  Parliament  into  every  hospitaL  Votes 
were  brought  down  in  flannels  and  blankets,  till  ihe  floor  of  the 
House  looked  like  the  pool  of  Bethesda.  lis  wonderftd  that  half 
of  us  are  not  dead — ^I  should  not  say  m  ;  Beroolean  I  have  not 
suffered  the  least,  exoept  that  from  b^ng  a  Hercules  of  ten  grains, 
I  don't  believe  I  now  weigh  above  eight  I  felt  from  nothhig  so 
much  as  the  noise,  which  made  me  as  drunk  as  an  owl — you  mqr 
imagine  the  damours  of  two  parties  so  nearly  matched,  and  so 
impatient  to  come  to  a  deoision. 

The  Duchess  of  Bichmond  has  got  a  fever  with  ihe  attendance 
of  Tuesday— but  on  Friday  we  were  fbroed  to  be  unpolite.  The 
AmaiBons  came  down  in  such  squadrons,  that  we  were  foreed  to  be 
denied.  However,  eight  or  nine  of  the  patrioteBses  dined  in  one 
of  the  ^leaker's  rooms,  and  stayed  ihere  till  twelve*«-aay,  worse, 


'  In  nUmneb  to  tUi  defeat  of  tlM  minlitiyi  Qnj,  In  » letter  to  Br.  Wharton,  mjn, 
^  Their  eroite  are  miieh  fellen  and  eonntenances  lengthened  by  the  tnuiaaetiona  of 
laat  week ;  for  the  miniatiy,  on  Thuaday  last  (after  sitting  tUl  near  eight  in  the 
morning),  eanied  a  small  point  hy  a  mijoritj  of  only  forty,  and  on  another  prerioos 
dlTision  hy  one  of  ten  only;  and  on  Friday  last^  at  five  in.  the  morning,  there  ver* 
220  to  284 ;  and  hj  this  the  eonrt  only  obtained  to  a^joom  the  debate  for  fou 
months  and  not  to  get  any  decUration  in  &Toar  of  their  measnres.  If  ibsj  hold 
their  ground  many  weeks  after  this  I  shall  wonder;  bnt  the  new  reign  has  almdy 
prodaeed  many  wonden."    Worbi,  by  Mitford,  yoL  ir.  p.  80.— Wsioht. 

^  Koteorrect    See  afterwards.--OBOKBa. 

'  Sir  mehard  Wanriek  Bampfylde,  fourth  baronet;  member  for  Deyonshire.— 
Caoxxa. 

^  £Hr  OhaileaKam^ys  Tynte,  fifth  baionat;  member  for  Somenetshire.— Caoaaa. 


19k  HOBAcn  WAXiVom  Lnmi&  pm. 

ijridle  Aeb  dear  ooimtiy  was  at  stake,  I  am  afi^ 
aiLool 

The  Towiwhandsi  ytm  peroem  by  tliia  aooonnt,. aie  letuzned; 
their  fiither  not  dead*'  Lord  Howe*  and  the  Colonel  voted  with  ns; 
80  did  Lord  Newnham,'  and  ia  likely  to  be  tamed  out  of  doors  fer  iL 
A  warrantto  take  up  Lord  Qharles  Spencer  waa  sent  to  Blenheun 
from  Bedferd  Honae,^  and  aigned  by  his  brother,  and  retomed  for 
him ;  so  he  went  thithei^— not  a  very  kind  office  in  the  Dnke  of 
Marlbonragh  to  Lord  GharWs  charaoier.  Lord  Granby  refosed  to 
make  the  motion,  but  spoke  for  ii 

Lord  Hardwioke  is  rebpsed;  bat  we  do  not  now  fear  any  con- 
sequences from  his  death.  The  Yorkes,  who  abandoned  a  triomphant 
administration,  are  not  so  tender  as  to  retam  and  comfort  tbem  in 
iheir  depression. 

The  chief  business  now,  I  suppose^  will  lie  in  9auterrem$  and 
intrigues;  Lord  Bute's  panic  will,  probably,  direct  bim  to  make 
application  to  us.  Sandwich  will  be  manu&ctoring  lies,  and  Bigby 
negotiations.  Some  change  or  other,  whether  partial  or  extensive, 
must  arrive.  The  best  that  can  happen  for  the  Ministers,  is  to  be 
able  to  ward  off  the  blow  till  the  recess,  and  they  have  time  to  treat 
at  leisure;  but  in  just  the  present  state  it  is  impossible  things  should 
remain.  The  Opposition  is  too  strong,  and  their  leaders  too  able  to 
make  no  impression. 

Adieu  I  pray  tell  Mr.  Hume  that  I  am  ashamed  to  be  thus  writing 
the  history  of  Enj^d,  when  he  is  with  you  I 

P.S.  The  new  baronies  are  contradicted,  but  may  recover  truth  at 
the  end  of  the  session.* 

^  He  died  en  the  18th  of  the  ensuing  month.— Obokbb. 

'  BiehAid,  fourth  Yiwxran^  end  fini  Earl  Howe,  the  hero  of  the  first  of  June ;  hud 
hU  brother,  Colonel,  afterwirda  Qenend  Sir  WiUiun,  who  suooeeded  him  at  fifth 
Viaeount  Howe.— Cioku. 

'  Geoige  Simon,  Tiaeount  Kewnham,  afterwarda  aeeond  Eazl  of  Haramit^  ramari:- 
Ma  for  a  aomewhat  exaggerated  imitation  of  French  ftaUona.  Hii  fiither,  the  fint 
Earl,  waa  aft  thia  time  chamberlain  to  the  Queen. — Cbokbr. 

^  The  meaning  of  thia  paaaage  la,  that  the  Duke  of  Bedford  (who  waa  president 
of  the  oouneO)  wrote  a  letter,  which  he  aent  to  Blenheim  for  the  Duke  of  Hariboroug^ 
to  aign,  deairing  hia  brother.  Lord  Chjirlea,  to  abstain  firom  again  Toting  againat  the 
goTemmeni.  Ae  Duke  of  Marlborough  (who  was  priTj  seal)  signed,  aa  VTalpole 
Ditimaftea,  the  letter ;  and  Lord  Ohariea,  instead  of  attending  the  Houae^  and  voting, 
aa  he  had  done  on  the  former  nighty  againat  minlsten^  went  down  to  BlenhQim.— * 
CnooB. 

'  Thqr  nerer  took  place,  and  probably  never  were  in  ecmtempUtion.<--OnoKnu 
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AHvHgUm  Sftnd,  Feb.  20, 1704. 

Thb  seeds  of  oppoatkm  were  eown  a  long  time  before  Ok&j 


prodnoed  any  fruity  bat  a  violent  oiop  has  shot  up  ibis  week. 
I  dcm't  know,  my  dear  Sir,  whether  you  are  not  too  much  a 
foreigner  to  comprehend  what  I  am  going  to  tell  yon.  Boes  not 
it  sound  strange  fo  your  Tuscan  ears  that  a  Member  of  Padiament^ 
after  being  expelled  the  House  and  fled  from  his  conntiy,  should 
have  his  complaint  tried  against  the  whole  secretary's  office  for 
breach  of  his  privikgeP  Learn  to  adore  lAbwi^^  when  it  defends 
the  rights  df  a  man  after  he  has  forfeited  them  1 — and  don't  despise 
file  constitiitions  of  your  coontiymen,  who  have  endured  such 
fiitigne  for  a  week  as  will  give  yonr  Italian  nerves  the  headache 
bat  to  hear  ofl 

On  Monday  we  sat  till  past  midnight  hearing  evidence  on  the 
seisare  of  Wilkes's  papers.  The  next  day  we  proceeded,  closed  the 
evidence  at  one  in  the  moning,  and  then  went — not  to  bed — bat 
into  a  debate.  The  Disposition  moved,  to  vote  Ihe  seisnre  of  papers 
by  wannuifai  not  speofying  names,  to  be  ill^gaL  The  Ministers 
insisted  that  we  should  first  dear  the  accused,  as  having  acted 
acoofding  to  the  fonns  of  office.  A  quarter  after  four  we  divided, 
wheo,  to  the  atter  confusion  of  the  Oomrt,  they  proved  bat  207 ;  we 
197.  Here  your  Florentine  arithmetic  may  again  be  at  fimlt, 
and  not  teU  you  that  a  minority  of  ftii/  ^  is  a  defeat;  for  yoa  most 
redcon  into  the  minority,  popularity,  the  hopes  of  the  interested, 
and  their  foais,  and  twenty  circumstances  that  contribate  to  drown 
a  sinking  administration.  To  give  them  their  doe^  they  dispate  the 
ground  incsh  by  inch.  We  again  fell  to  debating,  divided  again, 
208,  and  184 ;  and,  in  shorti  sat  till  a  quarter  dter  seven  in  the 
morning.  On  Friday  we  went  on  the  great  question  itself  which 
held  us  from  three  o'dook  in  the  afternoon  till  half  an  hour  after 
five  the  next  morning.  We  are  again  beaten ;  but  how  beaten  P 
by  232  against  218 ;  a  minority  increasing  as  it  is  defeated. 

Do  not  you  wonder  that  I  am  alive P  that  I  am  writing  to  yoaP 
Was  ever  such  a  week  P  never.  Was  there  ever  so  late  a  day  as 
Tuesday  P  never.  Go  and  look  over  the  Fasti  in  your  Oapitol,  you 
win  find  nothing  like  this.  If  we  have  oat-oonqueaed  the  Bomans, 
we  have  out-talkod  them  top— I  mean  in  length  of  time ;  I  cannot  say 
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our  eloquence  has  been  eqnal  to  our  peiseveranoe.  There  was 
some  spirit  towards  morning  on  Tuesday ;  very  little  indeed  on 
Friday  that  was  not  absolute  dulness ;  yet  Mr.  Pitt  oomxnanded, 
but  so  oppressed  with  gout»  and  so  esdiausted,  thati  though  he 
spoke  above  an  hour,  at  four  in  the  morning  it  was  as  langnid 
as  tf  he  had  been  paid  for  ii  In  tnith,  his  enemies  were  not 
formidable.  We  had  the  five  best  speakers  in  the  house, — him, 
Charles  Townshend,  Mr.  Oonway,  Charles  Yorke,  and  Lord  George 
Saokville,  who  has  deBerted  from  ihe  Court 

The  world  you  may  conclude  waits  in  anxious  suspense  Ibr  the 
subsequent  operations  of  the  campaign.  The  Ministera  must  tiy 
if  by  weight  of  metal  they  can  maintain  their  ground.  For  my 
part,  I  am  satisfied.  I  did  not  believe  that  there  were  197  men  who 
had  spirit  and  virtue  enough  to  resist  all  temptations,  when  their 
liberties  were  at  stake.  Since  ihere  are  so  many,  it  is  enough  to 
ward  off  any  danger  from  such  bunglers  as  ihe  present  MiiiiBterB, 
the  badness  of  whose  characters,  assisted  by  no  better  parts,  is  an 
antidote  to  their  own  poison.  Their  best  champion  has  parts  and 
shrewdness,  but  is  so  impudently  profligate  that  even  absolute 
power  in  the  Crown,  which  he  is  so  ready  to  promote,  could  not 
protect  him  long,  lliis  hero  of  brass,  is  the  Attomey-Gteneral 
Norton,  who  ia  qualified  to  draw  up  impious  manifestoes  for  a 
Czarina  I 

There  is  nothing  in  the  shape  of  news  except  these  politics ;  but 
they  are  foil  employment  for  the  town;  and  one  that  will  not 
speedily  be  concluded.  Should  even  a  change  of  administration 
happ^  I  do  not  see  that  tranquilliiy  would  be  restored^  Lord 
Bute  has  set  sudh  humours  afloat  as  may  take  half  a  century  to 
reduce  into  a  quiet  channeL  Even  a  delay  of  change  may  cost  some 
men  very  dear.  The  longer  the  torrent  of  a  nation  is  opposed,  with 
the  more  fory  it  is  apt  to  carry  away  the  dykes. 

The  foreigners,  of  whom  there  are  numbers  here,  for  we  have  not 
yet  lost  our  foshionableness  in  Europe,  attend  our  debates  assiduously, 
though  even  the  language  is  a  secret  to  them  1  What,  then,  must  a 
question  of  law  beP  But  they  think  themselves  rewarded  by  eeemg 
Mr.  Pitt  epeak  at  five  in  the  morning. 

I  was  diverted  with  your  account  of  the  Princess  of  Modena's 
transit  through  Florence,  and  of  the  regales  they  gave  her.  I  am 
impatient  for  the  Duke  of  York's  arrival  there ;  but  do  you  know 
that  (he  speculations  of  one  of  your  politicians  on  that  journey  was 
not  so  wide  of  the  mark  as  you  think  r    Xwgrieeef   I  do  not  mean 


irei]  TO  SIB  DAYID  DALBTMPL&  190 

tbo  simpleton  who  thought  the  flames  raised  by  the  ^North  Briton ' 
would  reach  8i  James's. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  guess  what  will  happen,  for  I  have  laid  an 
embargo  on  my  own  prcq[>hesying.  If  any  change  anxres,  this  letter 
wiIL  at  leasts  hare  prepued  you  for  it    Adien  I 


904.    TO  SIR  DATm  DALBTHPLB. 

I>iAB  Sn:  Aflmgtim  Bind,  JU.  8$,  1764. 

I  AM  mnch  in  yonr  debt,  but  haye  had  bat  too  much  exoose  for 
being  so.  Hen  who  go  to  bed  at  six  and  seven  in  the  momingy  and 
who  rise  but  to  return  to  the  same  fatigue,  have  little  leisure  for 
other  most  necessary  duties.  The  severe  attendanoe  we  haye  had 
lately  in  the  House  of  Commons  cannot  be  unknown  to  you,  and 
will  already,  I  trust,  haye  pleaded  my  pardon. 

Mr.  Ballioe  has  got  the  two  volumes'  for  you,  and  will  send  them 
by  the  conyeyance  you  prescribe.  You  wfll  find  in  them  much, 
I  fear,  that  will  want  your  indulgence ;  and  not  only  dryness,  trifles* 
and,  I  conclude,  many  mistakes,  but  perhaps  opinions  dbOTerent  from 
yonr  own.  I  can  only  plead  my  natural  and  constant  frankness, 
whioh  always  speaks  indifBarently,  as  it  flunks,  on  all  sides  and 
subjects.  I  am  bigotted  to  none ;  Oharles  or  Oromwell,  Whigs  or 
Tories,  are  aU  alike  to  me,  but  in  what  I  flunk  they  deserve, 
applause  or  censure ;  and  therefore,  if  I  sometimes  commend,  some- 
ibnes  blame  them,  it  is  not  from  being  inconsistent,  but  from  con- 
sidering them  in  the  single  light  in  which  I  then  speak  of  fliem ; 
at  the  same  time  meaning  to  give  only  my  private  opinion,  and  not 
at  all  expecting  to  have  it  adopted  by  any  other  man.  Thus  much^ 
perhaps,  it  was  necessdry  for  me  to  say,  and  I  will  trouble  you  no 
fruiher  about  myself. 

Sii^  portraits  by  Y  andyck  I  shall  avoid  particularising  any 
forther,  ai^  also  separate  pieces  by  other  masters,  for  a  reason  I  may 
trust  you  with.  Many  persons  possess  pictures  which  they  believe 
or  call  originals,  without  their  being  so,  and  have  wished  to  have 
them  inserted  in  my  Ksts.  This  I  certainly  do  not  care  to  do,  nor, 
on  the  other  hand,  to  assume  the  impertinence  of  deciding  from  my 
ownjudgmeni  I  shall,  therefore,  stop  where  I  have  stopped.  The 
portrait  which  you  mention,  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  Sir,  is  yery 

>  Cfttalogves  of  King  Gharlw  I.  and  King  James  li'i  picinres,  Ac— CnmivasAv. 
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famom  and  indubitable ;  but  I  believe  yon  will  assent  to  my  pro- 
denee,  wbioh  does  not  tnmUe  me  too  oAol  I  have  heard  as  mndi 
fione  of  the  Earl  of  Benbifh. 

You  will  see  in  my  next  edition,  that  I  haye  been  so  faioky  as  is 
find  and  purdhase  both  the  drawings  that  were  at  Buchingham- 
house,  of  the  Triumphs  of  Biohes  and  PoTerty.'  They  hate  laiaed 
even  my  idea  of  Holbein.  Gould  I  afford  it»  and  we  had  engraTers 
equal  to  the  task,  the  public  should  be  acquainted  with  flieir  meiit; 
but  I  am  disgusted  wii^  paying  great  sums  for  wretched  performanees. 
I  am  ashamed  of  the  prints  in  my  booksy  which  were  eztravaganfly 
paid  fixr,  and  are  wietdiedly  executed. 

Tour  seal  for  reviving  the  publication  of  'Illustrious  Heads' 
accords,  Sir,  extremely  with  my  own  sentiments;  but  I  own  I 
despair  of  that»  and  every  other  public  work.  Our  artists  got  so 
much  money  by  hasty,  slovenly  p^onnances,  that  they  will  under- 
take nothu^;  that  requires  labour  and  time.  I  have  never  been 
able  to  perraade  any  one  of  them  to  engrave  tiie  'Beautiea  at 
Windsor,'*  which  are  daily  perishing  for  want  <tf  fires  in  that  palace. 
Most  of  them  entered  into  a  plan  I  had  undertaken,  of  an  edition  of 
Grammont,  with  portraits.  I  had  three  executed;  but  after  the  first, 
which  was  well  done,  the  others  were  so  wretchedly  performed, 
though  even  the  best  was  much  too  dear,  that  I  was  forced  to  drop 
the  design.  Walker,  who  has  done  mudi  tiiebest  heads  in  my  new 
volumes,  told  me,  when  I  pressed  him  to  consider  his  reputation, 
thaf  he  had  got  feune  enoug^I"*  What  hopes.  Sir,  can  one 
entertain  after  so  shameful  an  answer  P  I  have  had  numerous 
schemes,  but  never  could  bring  any  to  bear,  but  what  depended 
solely  on  myself;  and  how  littie  is  it  that  a  private  man,  with  a 
moderate  fortune,  and  who  has  many  other  avocations,  can  accom- 
plish alone  P  I  flattered  myself  that  this  reign  would  have  given 
new  life  and  views  to  the  artists  and  the  curious.  I  am  disi^ 
pointed;  politics  on  one  hand,  and  want  of  taste  in  those  about 
his  Majesty  on  theother,  have  prevented  my  esi^eotations  from  being 
answered. 

The  letters  you  tell  me  oi^  Sir,  are  indeed  curious,  both  those  of 
Atterbujy  and  the  rest;  but  I  cannot  flatter  mysdf  that  I  shall  be 

^  Two  dntringi  by  Znodiero^  after  the  Holbeiiis  in  Uie  Steel-yaxd;  sold  at  the 
Btiawbeny  HUl  nOe,  in  184S,  for  191, 16«. ;  now  (18S7)  In  the  poeiBeiloa  of  Sir 
Charlea  BeeUtk^  P.R,A.— CunimiuM. 

*  Thai  ia»  the  Leiy  beanilei,  now  (1857)  at  Hampton  Court— CnnnvoHAiL 

*  Walker  wanted  higher  piieea  than  Walpole  (near  ia  neh  matten)  was  wilUoff  to 
pij.— Cvwwa^nAiL 
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able  to  oontribiite  to  pablieatioii.  My  {msSy  from  fhe  nanowness  of 
its  exbaatt  and  having  but  one  man  and  a  boy^  goes  Tory  sloir ;  nor 
lutTe  I  room  <Mr  fortune  to  cany  it  fiirther.  Wbat  I  have  already 
in  band,  or  promised,  will  take  me  np  a  long  time.  The  London 
bodkaellerB  play  me  all  manner  of  tricks.  If  I  do  not  allow  them 
ridieoloQs  profit,  they  will  do  nothing  to  promote  the  sale ;  and 
when  I  do^  they  bny  np  the  impression,  and  sell  it  at  an  adraneed 
price  before  my  fiwe.  This  is  the  case  of  my  two  first  Tolnmes  of 
'Anecdotes,'  1^  whidi  people  haye  been  made  to  pay  half  a  guinea, 
and  a  guinea,  more  than  the  adyertised  price.  In  truth,  the  plague 
I  have  had  in  every  shape  with  my  own  printers,  engraven,  the 
bookseOerB,  Ac.,  besides  my  own  trouble,  have  almost  discouraged 
me  firom  what  I  took  up  at  first  as  an  amusement^  but  whieh  has 
produced  very  UtOe  of  it 

I  am  sorry,  upon  the  whole^  Sir,  to  be  forced  to  confess  to  you, 
that  I  have  met  with  so  many  diBconragementB  in  virtii  and  literature. 
If  an  independent  gentleman,  though  a  private  one,  finds  such 
obstacles,  what  must  an  ingenious  man  do^  who  is  obliged  to  couple 
views  of  profit  wifli  aeal  for  the  public?  Or,  do  our  artists  ajid 
bookseUera  cheat  me  the  more  because  I  am  a  gentlemaaf  What- 
ever is  the  cause,  I  am  almost  as  sidk  of  the  profession  of  editor,  as 
of  author.  If  I  touch  upon  either  more,  it  will  be  more  idly,  though 
cihiefly  because  I  never  can  be  quite  idle. 


90&    TO  THE  KARL  0?  HEBTFOBD. 

AHimgiai^  »rtd,  Feb.  U,  17S4. 

As  I  had  an  opportunity,  on  Tuesday  last,  of  sending  yon  a  letter 
of  eleven  pages,  by  a  very  safe  conveyance,  I  shall  say  bnt  few  words 
to-day ;  indeed,  I  have  left  nothing  to  say,  but  to  thank  yon  for  the 
answer  I  received  from  yon  this  morning  to  mine  by  Monsiettr 
Monin.  I  am  very  happy  that  yon  take  so  kindly  the  freedom  I 
nsed :  the  circamstances  made  me  think  it  necessary ;  and  I  flatter 
myself,  that  you  are  persuaded  I  was  not  to  blame  in  speaking  so 
openly,  when  two  persons  so  dear  to  me  were  concerned.'  Your 
indulgence  will  not  lead  me  to  abuse  it.  What  you  say  on  the 
caution  I  mentioned,  convinces  me  that  I  was  right,  by  finding  your 
judgment  correspond  with  my  own — ^but  enough  of  thai 

>  U  rekted,  as  we  have  wen,  to  General  Coawa^'e  Tote  in  oppoiitioB  io  the  go?eni. 
meni. — CaoKsi, 
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My  long  letter,  which/ perhaps,  you  will  not  receive  till  after  this 
(you  will  receive  it  from  a  lady),  wiU  give  you  a  full  detail  of  the 
last  eactraordinary  week.  Since  that,  there  has  been  an  accidental 
suspenflon  of  arms.  Not  only  Mr.  Pittislaid  up  with  the  goat»  but 
the  Speaker  has  it  too.  We  hiave  been  adjourned  till  to-day,  and, 
as  he  is  not  recovered,  have  again  adjourned  till  next  Wednesday. 
The  events  of  the  week  have  been,  a  complaint  made  by  Lord 
Lyttelton  in  your  House,  of  a  book  called  'Droit  le  Boy;'"  a  trad 
written  in  the  highest  strain  of  prerogative,  and  drawn  from  all  the 
old  obsolete  law-books  on  that  question.'  The  muusters  mot  this 
complaint  with  much  affected  indignation,  and  even  on  theoomplaint 
being  communicated  to  us,  took  it  up  themselves ;  and  both  Houses 
have  ordered  the  book  to  be  burned  by  the  hangman.  To  oom&it 
themselves  for  this  forced  zeal  for  liberty,  Ike  *  North  Brit^m,'  and 
the  'Essay  on  Woman,'  have  both  been  condemned'  by  juries  in  the 
King's  Bench;  but  that  triumph  has  been  more  than  balanced 
again,  by  the  City  giving  their  freedom  to  Lord  Chief-Justioe  Pratt,* 
ordering  his  picture  to  be  placed  in  the  King^s  Bench,  ttianking 
their  members  for  their  behaviour  in  Parliament  on  the  warrant, 
and  giving  orders  for  instructions  to  be  drawn  £or  their  future 
conduct 

Lord  Granby  is  made  lord  lieutenant  of  Derbyshire;  but  the 
vigour  of  this  affront  was  wofrilly  weakened  by  excuses  to  Qxe  Duke 

*  'Droit  le  Roy,  or  the  Righte  and  FrerogatiTee  of  tlio  Imperlil  Grown  of  Greet 
Britain.'  In  the  examination  of  Oriffln,  the  printer,  before  the  Peers,  he  atated  that 
Timothy  Brecknodc,  afterwarda  hanged  In  Ireland  aa  an  aooomplioe  of  (koxge  Robert 
Fltagerald,  had  aent  the  pamphlet  to  the  preaiy  and  waa,  Griflln  beiloTed,  the  anther 
oflt— CaOKBB. 

'  Gray  writee  to  Dr.  Wharton,  on  the  2l8t  of  Febmazy  :— ''The  Honae  of  Lorda,  I 
hear,  will  aoon  take  Ui  hand  a  book  lately  pnbliahed  by  aome  aooondrel  lawyer,  on 
the  prerogative ;  in  which  la  acraped  together  all  the  ilalteiy  and  blasphemy  of  oor 
old  law-booka  in  honour  of  kinga.  I  preinme  It  la  understood,  that  the  ooui  will 
support  the  canae  of  thla  Impudent  aeribbler.''-»irorfa,  5y  Mitfbrd,  vol.  It.  p.  80.— 

WSIOBC 

'  Mr.  Wilkea  waa  tried  on  the  Slat  of  February,  for  republishing  the  'North 
Briton,'  No.  46,  and  for  printing  the  '  Sssay  on  Woman,' and  found  guilty  of  both. — 
Gaoaaa. 

^  The  preamble  of  theae  resolutiona  la  worthy  of  obeenratlon :— "  Whereaa  the 
Independency  and  uprightness  of  Judgea  ia  essential  to  the  intpofiiat  adminlatraUon 
of  Juatiee,  fta,  thla  eoaxt  in  manifestation  of  their  Juat  senae  of  the  inflexible  finnneai 
and  Integrity  of  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  0.  Pratt,  lord  chlefjuatice,  Aa,  givea  him 
the  freedom  of  the  City,  and  orders  hii  picture  to  be  plaoed  in  Guildhall; "  as  if  im- 
partiality eonld  only  be  aaaailed  from  one  side,  and  aa  if  gold  boxea  and  pleturoa,  and 
addresses  from  the  corporation  of  London,  were  not  as  likely  to  haye  influence  on  the 
human  mind  as  the  farours  from  the  Crown.  Their  applause  was  either  worth 
nothing,  or  it  was  an  attempt  on  the  Impartiality  of  the  Judge. — CAoxsa. 
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of  Deyooflhire,  and  by  ito  being  kncywn  that  the  meBsore  was  deter- 
mined two  montha  ago. 

An  this  aonndB  rerj  bostfle;  yet,  don't  be  aoipriaed  if  yon  hear 
<tf  aoma  sudden  treaty.  Don't  yon  biow  a  little  bnay  squadron  that 
had  the  chief  hand  in  the  negotiation'  last  automn  ?  Well,  I  have 
reason  to  think  that  Fhiaates  tBnte]  is  negotiating  with  Leonidas 
[Pitt]  by  the  same  intervention.  All  the  worid  sees  that  the  pre^^ 
Mnt  ministers  are  between  two  fires.  Wonld  it  be  extraordinary  if 
the  artillery  of  both  ahoold  be  diwharged  on  them  at  onoe  ?  But 
this  is  not  proper  for  the  post :  I  grow  prudent  the  less  pradenoe  is 
neoessary. 

We  are  in  pain  finr  the  Duohess  of  Biohmond,  who,  instead  of  the 
jaundioe,  has  relapsed  into  a  ferer.  She  was  blooded  twice  last 
nighty  and  yet  had  a  very  bad  night  I  called  at  the  door  at  three 
o'dook,  when  they  thought  the  fever  rather  dixninishedt  bat  spoke  of 
her  as  very  ilL  I  have  not  seen  your  brother  or  Lady  Aylesbnry 
to<4ay,  but  fonnd  they  had  been  very  much  alarmed  yesterday 
evening.'  Lord  Suffolk^'  they  say,  is  going  to  be  married  to  Miss 
Trevor  Hampden. 

Tour  brotiier  has  told  me,  that  among  Lady  Hertford's  things 
seized  at  Dover,  was  a  packet  for  me  from  you.  Mr.  Bowman  has 
undertaken  to  make  strict  inquiry  for  it.    Adieu,  my  dear  lord. 

P.S.  We  had,  last  Monday,  the  prettiest  ball  that  ever  was  seen, 
at  Mrs.  Anne  Pitf  s,^  in  the  compass  of  a  silver  penny.  There  were 
one  hundred  and  four  persons,  of  which  number  fifty-five  supped. 
The  supper-room  was  disposed  with  tables  and  benches  back  to  bade, 
in  the  manner  of  an  ale-house.  The  idea  sounds  ill ;  but  the  fiuries 
had  BO  improved  upon  it,  had  so  be^garhnded,  so  ^weeimeaM^  and  so 
detserted  it,  that  it  looked  like  a  vision.  I  told  her  she  Could  only 
have  fed  and  stowed  so  much  company  by  a  miracle,  and  that,  when 

>  The  neaotiMlon  In  Anguit,  1768,  ilrady  aUnded  to,  for  Mr.  Pitt's  makag  into 
power.  There  ii  some  reason  to  suppose  that  Mr.  Caleimfi  was  empl<^ed  in  the  first 
steps  of  this  negotiation,  and  this  maj  be  what  Mr.  Walpole  iiere  refers  to. — 
CaoKiB. 

*  The  Dachesi  was  the  siiter  of  Lady  Aylesbniy's  fint  hosband. — Cbokib. 

*  Heniy,  twelfth  Earl  of  Snffolk,  married,  May,  1764,  Mlai  TrsTor,  who  had  been  on 
the  point  of  marriage  with  Mr.  Child  of  Osterley,  wlian  lie  snddenly  died  in  Septem* 
ber,  1768.— Cbokxb. 

^  SiBter  of  the  great  Lord  Cliatham,  whom  she  resembled  in  some  qnalitles  of  her 
mind^  Mr.  Walpole,  when  some  foreigner,  who  eould  not  see  Mr.  PiU  himself,  had 
asked  him  if  he  was  like  his  sister,  answered,  in  his  nsnal  hsppf  style  of  giving  a 
portrait  at  a  touch,  "  lis  ee  reseemblent  comme  deaz  gouttes  de/eu  /  **  She  was  privy 
pnrM  to  the  Princess  Dowager  [and  died  9th  Febmaiy,  1780].--CaouB. 
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we  weie  gone,  die  iroiild  take  19  twolTe  baflketv-foH  of  i^^  Hm 
DueheoR  of  Bedfind  asked  me  before  Madame  de  Gneraby,  tf  I  irooU 
not  giye  them  a  ball  at  Sbawbenrjr P  Not  finr the  unhene I  Wlwil 
turn  a  ball,  and  duity  and  dirt,  mi  a  million  of  oandlea,  into  my 
ehaiTning  new  gallery  I  I  said,  I  eouU  not  flatter  myself  tbai 
people  would  give  themeelYee  flie  teouUe  of  gomg  eleren  milea  tar  a 
ball — (though  I  believe  they  would  go  fifty) — **  Wdl,  then^'*  majB 
she, ''  it  shall  be  a  dinner.**—''  With  aU  my  heart»  I  have  no  ohgi 
tion ;  but  no  batt  shall  aet  its  foot  within  my  dooia." 


900.    TO  OSOBYBKOB  BKDfOSD. 
Dbab  iaim:  JUc  39, 1704. 

I  wux  get  yon  to  send  one  of  the  porters  of  the  Ezflheqner,  in 
whom  you  have  moat  oonfideDcei  with  the  enclosed  three  gmnflafli 
Two  are  for  the  prisoners  that  are  siok  in  the  new  jail,  Sonfliwazk; 
the  other  for  those  in  the  oommon  dde  of  &e  Marshalsea  prieoii. 
He  must  not  say  from  whom  he  oomeSi  but  in  the  name  of  A.  B., 
and  don't  let  him  go  into  the  prisoD,  for  the  jail  distemper  is 
there. 

I  want  some  gilt  paper  and  a  penknife.    Tours  ever, 

H.  W. 

007;    TO  THX  RBV.  WILUAM  OOIiX. 
DiAi  Sim :  AHuigUM  SUtd,  MarA  8, 1764. 

Just  as  I  was  goingto  the  Opera,  I  receiyed  your  manuscript  I 
would  not  defer  telling  yon  so,  that  yon  may  know  it  is  safe.  BntI 
haye  additional  reason  to  write  to  yon  immediately;  for,  on  open- 
ing the  book,  flie  first  thing  I  saw  was  a  new  obligation  to  you,  the 
charming  Faithome  of  Sir  Orlando  Bridgman,  which  according  to 
your  constantly  obliging  manner  youhaye  sent  me,  and  I  almost  fear 
yon  think  I  bagged  it ;  but  I  can  disculpate  myself,  for  I  had  dis- 
coyered  that  it  belongs  to  Dugdale's  *  Oiigines  Juridieiales,'  and  had 
ordered  my  bookseller  to  try  to  get  me  that  book,  which  when  I  ac- 
complish, yon  shall  command  your  own  print  again ;  for  it  is  too  fine 
an  impression  to  rob  yon  ofl 

I  haye  been  so  entertained  with  your  book,  that  I  haye  stayed  at 
home  on  purpose,  and  gone  through  tliree  parts  of  it  It  makes  me 
wish  earnestly  some  time  or  other  to  go  through  all  your  collectioiiSy 


1764.]  TO  THB  KARL  Of  HlMfOKDi  M 

for  I  hftTB  alreaay  finmd  tWBntjr  things  of  grout  moniBQt  to  iD0t  Ono 
b  partioolaily  saiufiustoiy  fo  me ;  it  is  in  Ifr  Baker's  MBS.  atOem- 
faiidge;  the  title  of  Eg^esham's  book  against  the  Doke  of  Books,' 
menticnied  by  ine  in  the  aeooimt  of  GerUeTi  from  Yertne,  who  fished 
out  eTeiythingy  and  always  proves  in  the  right  This  piece  I  must 
get  transerihed  by  Mr.  Gray's  aasistanoa.  I  fear  I  shall  detain  yonr 
mannaofipt  prisoner  a  Uttle,  for  the  notioes  I  haye  finmd,  but  I  will 
take  infinite  ears  of  it»  as  it  deserves. 

I  have  got  among  my  new  old  prints  a  most  eorions  one  of  one 
Toole.  It  seems  to  be  a  bnriesqne.  He  lived  in  imp.  Jae.  I.,  and 
appears  to  have  been  an  adventurer^  like  Sir  Ant  Sherley  :*  can  yoa 
tell  me  anything  of  him  P 

I  most  repeat  how  infinitely  I  think  myself  obliged  to  yon  both  £« 
the  print  and  the  nse  of  yonr  mannsoript  whichis  of  the  greatest  nse 
and  entertainment  to  me ;  bnt  yon  fnghten  me  about  Mr.  Baker's 
MBS.  tmsi  the  n^lect  of  them.*  I  should  lose  all  patience  if  yours 
were  to  be  treated  so.  Bind  them  in  iron,  and  leave  them  in  a  chest 
of  cedar.  They  are,  I  am  sure,  most  valuable,  from  what  I  have 
finmd  abeady. 

008.    TO  THX  SABL  Of  HBBTIOBD. 
Mt  Dur  Low  :  fllrwffterry  ffO,  Sunday,  Monk  11, 17S4. 

The  last  was  so  busy  a  week  with  me,  that  I  had  not  a  minute's 
time  to  teU  you  of  Lord  Hardwicke's  death.*  I  had  so  many  auctions, 
dinners,  loo-parties,  so  many  sick  acquaintance,  with  the  addition  of 
along  day  in  the  House  of  Ciommons  (which,  by  the  way,  I  quitted 
for  a  sale  of  books),  and  a  ball,  that  I  left  the  common  newspapers 
to  inform  you  of  an  event,  which  two  months  ago  would  have  been 
of  much  consequence.  The  Torkes  are  fixed,  and  the  contest*  at 
Cambridge  will  but  make  them  strike  deeper  root  in  opposition.     I 

^  TUt  llbeUoM  book,  wrlUen  bj  a  Sootdi  phyddaii,  and  whioh  It  reprintod  in  Um 
Monid  TolvoM  of  the  Hirieian  MntUKUf,  and  in  the  flfth  Tolnme  of  the  Someii^ 
CoUeetlon  of  Tiaefa^  wm  eoniidered  l^  Sir  Heniy  Woiton  "m  ono  of  Um  aUq^ 
ineenlivM  whkk  Ininiod  Felton  to  beeomo  ta  ainadn." — ^Wbioh*. 

*  Slierlej's  Tarioni  emboMiflt  will  be  fonnd  in  the  colleetlons  of  Hiklnji  and 
PnrehaaL  An  article  npon  hia  timte]%  whidi  irere  pvbliahed  in  1601,  ocenza  likewiia 
in  the  aeeond  Tolnme  of  the  '  SetroapeetiTO  Berieir/  The  tnTda  of  the  three 
brothera,  Sir  Thomaa^  Sir  Anthony,  and  Maater  Robert  Sherl^,  were  pnbliahed  from 
the  original  mannaeripta  in  1820. — ^Wuohv. 

*  G6le*a  M8S.  are  aa&,and  aoeeaaible,  in  the  Britiah  Mnaeno.— ConrnroHix. 
^  Lord  Hardwicke  died  6th  March,  1764.— OvaaiaeBAX. 

*  For  high  steward  of  the  Vwtniijt  between  Lord  Sandwich  and  the  new  Lord 
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nave  not  heard  how  their  firiher  has  portaoned  oat  his  iininflnaft 
treasuies.  The  eieotion  at  Gambxidge  is  to  be  on  Tuesday,  24th; 
Charles  Townshendis  gone  thither,  and  I  suppose,  by  this  tune,  has 
ranted,  snd  romanoed,  and  tamed  eveiy  one  of  (heir  ideas  topsy- 
toryey. 

Our  long  day  was  Friday,  the  opening  of  the  bodget  MrGbenTille 
spoke  for  two  hoars  and  finty  minutes ;  muoh  of  it  well,  but  too  long^ 
too  many  repetitions,  and  too  evident  marlm  of  being  galled  by 
reports,  which  he  answered  with  more  art  than  sincerity.  Therewere 
a  W  more  speedies,  tiU  nine  o'dock,  but  no  division.  Onrarmistioe, 
you  see,  continues.  Lord  Bute  is,  I  belieTe»  negotiating  with  both 
sides;  I  know  he  is  with  the  opposition,  and  has  a  prospect  of 
making  yery  good  tenns  for  hirnself,  for  patriots  seldom  have  the 
gift  of  perBOverance.    It  is  wonderful  how  soon  their  virtue  ttiawsl 

Last  Thursday,  the  Duchess  of  Queensberry '  gave  a  ball,  opened 
it  herself  with  aminuet,  and  danced  two  country  dances :  as  she  had 
enjoined  everybody  to  be  with  her  by  six,  to  sup  at  twelve,  and  go 
away  directiy.  Of  the  Campbell-sisters,  all  were  left  out  but  Lady 
Strafford.'  Lady  BockLngham  and  Lady  Sondes,  who,  having  had 
colds,  deferred  sending  answers,  received  notice  that  their  places  were 
filled  up,  and  that  they  must  not  come ;  but  were  pardoned  on  sub- 
mission. A  card  was  sent  to  invite  Lord  and  Lady  Cardigan,  and 
Lord  BeauUeu  instead  of  Lord  Montagu.'  This,  her  grace  protested, 
was  by  accident  Lady  Cardigan  was  very  angry,  and  yet  went 
Except  these  flights,  the  only  extraordinaxy  thing  the  Duchess  did, 
was  to  do  nothing  extraordinary,  for  I  do  not  call  it  very  mad  that 


Hardwicke.— Cbokuu  Gnj,  in  »  letter  of  the  Slti  of  Fetauuy,  written  from 
Cambridge,  ujb,  "  Thie  silly  dirty  place  has  had  all  its  thoughts  taken  np  with 
choosing  a  new  high  steward ;  and  had  not  Lord  Hardwire  sorprislngly,  and  to  the 
shame  of  the  fiu»lty»  recovered  by  a  quack  medidne^  I  belicTe  in  my  conseienee  the 
noble  Earl  of  Sandwich  had  been  chosen,  though  (let  me  do  them  the  justioe  to  say) 
not  without  a  considerable  opposition." — Workt,  fty  Mi^crd,  Tol.  ir.  p.  29. — Wbiort. 
1  "TheDnchessof  Qneen8berry[GaiherineHyde]hasbeenpassinganightheie,  and 
endeaTOttiing  to  recollect  the  ideas  of  past  pleasure.  She  was  eza^  henwU^— yery 
derer,  Teiy  whimsical,  and  Just  not  mad.**— JfA  LetUr,  Middleton  F>»k,  Jnly  11th, 
1768. — CunrnaBAM. 

*  The  sirters  omitted  were  Lady  DaUceith,  Lady  KUiabeth  Mackenale,  and  Lady 
Mary  Coke.— CaoEna. 

*  John,  Dnke  of  Montsgv,  left  two  daaghters ;  the  eldea^  Isabella,  manied  fini  the 
Puke  of  Manchester,  and,  secondly,  Mr.  Hnssey,  an  Irish  gentleman,  created,  in  con- 
sequence of  this  union.  Lord  Bioanlieu.  Maiy,  the  younger  sister,  nsRied  Lbid 
Cardigan,  who  was,  ia  1776,  created  Duke  of  Montsgn :  their  eldest  son  baring  been, 
in  1762,  created  Lord  Montagu.  The  marriage  of  the  elder  sister  with  Mr.  Uussey 
was  considered,  by  her  £unily  and  the  world,  as  &  mi9a^ianee ;  and,  therefore,  the 
mistake  of  Lord  SeauUeu  for  Lord  Mimianu  was  likely  to  gife  offcnce.-'-CaoKca. 


CATHERINE  HYUE.  DUCHKSS  OF  QUEKNSBERRY. 
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flome  pique  happening  between  her  and  the  Duoheas  of  Bedford,  the 
latter  had  this  distioh  sent  to  her. 

Come  with  a  wbiitle,  ind  eome  with  a  eil^ 
Come  with  a  good  will,  or  como  not  at  aU. 

I  do  not  know  whether  what  I  am  going  to  tell  yon  did  not  border 
a  UtOe  upon  MoorfieldB.'  The  gallery  where  they  daneed  was  yery 
cold.  Lord  Lorn/  G^eozge  Selwyn,  and  I,  retired  into  a  little  room^ 
and  sat  oomfortably  by  the  fire.  The  Duchess  looked  in,  said 
nothing,  and  sent  a  smith  to  take  the  hinges  of  the  door  ofL  We 
understood  the  hint,  and  left  the  room,  and  so  did  the  smith  ihe  door. 
13us  was  pretty  legible. 

My  niece  Wald^grove  talks  of  accompanying  me  to  Paris,  but  ten 
or  twelye  weeks  may  make  great  alteration  in  a  handsome  young 
widow's  plan :  I  eren  think  I  see  some'  who  will — not  forbid  banns, 
but  propose  them.  Indeed,  I  am  almost  afraid  of  coming  to  you 
myself.  The  air  oi  Paris  works  such  miracles,  that  it  is  not  safe  to 
trust  oneself  there.  I  hear  of  nothing  but  my  Lady  Hertford's 
rakeiy,  and  Mr.  Wilkes's  religious  deportment,  and  constant  attend- 
ance at  your  chapeL  Lady  Anne,*  I  conclude,  chatters  as  fiut  asmy 
Lady  Essex  *  and  her  four  daughters. 

Princess  Amelia  told  me  f  otiier  night,  and  bade  me  tell  you,  that 
she  had  seen  Lady  Massarene*  atBath,  who  is  warm  in  praise  of  you, 
and  said  that  you  had  spent  two  thousand  pounds  out  of  friendship,  to 
support  her  son  in  an  dection.  She  told  the  Princess  too,  thatshe 
had  found  a  rent-roll  of  your  estate  in  a  farm-house,  and  that  it  is 
fourteen  thousand  a-year.  This  I  was  ordered,  I  know  not  why,  to 
tell  you.  The  Duchess  of  Bedford  has  not  been  asked  to  the  loo- 
parties  at  Gayendish-house '  this  winter,  and  only  once  to  whisk 
there,  and  that  was  one  Friday  when  she  is  at  home  herseli  We 
haye  nothing  at  the  Piincess's  but  silyer-loo,  and  her  Bath  and 

'  It  1b  now  almost  neoenaiy  to  lemind  the  reader,  tliat  qld  Bedlam  stood  in  Moor* 
fields. — Cbokih. 

*  Afterwards  fifth  Duke  of  Aigyle.— -Gboub. 

'  He  means,  as  sobseqnentlj  ^ipears,  the  Duke  of  Portland. — Cboksk. 

*  Lord  Hertford's  eldest  daughter,  afterwards  wife  of  Mr.  Stewart,  snhseqnently 
created  Earl  and  Marqnis  of  Londonderry. — CaoKna. 

«  Eliiabeth  Bnssell,  daughter  of  the  seoond  Duke  of  Bedford.  She  had  four 
daughters ;  bat  the  eldest  died  yonng. — Cioxeb. 

*  Blizabethy  daughter  of  Henry  Eyre,  Esq.,  of  Derbyshire,  seoond  wife  of  the  first, 
and  mother  of  the  seoond  Earl  of  Xassarene;  the  latter  being  at  this  time  a  minor. 
The  election  was  probably  for  the  eooniy  of  Antrim,  in  which  both  Lord  Massarene 
and  Lord  Hertfoid  had  consi'Jerable  property. — Caoaaa. 

'  Princess  Amelia's,  the  comer  of  Harley-street ;  since  the  residenoe^  of  Mr.  Hope, 
and  of  Mr.  Watson  Taylor.— Caoaia. 
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Tollbridge  aoquaintanoe.  Die  trade  at  our  gold-loo  is  ma  oontn- 
band  as  erer.  I  cannot  help  sayingy  that  the  DoehesB  rf  Bedford 
would  mend  onr  ailTBr^loo^  and  that  I  wish  everybody  played  Uka 
her  at  the  gold. 


Yon  thank  me,  my  dear  lord«  for  my  gasettes  (in  yoor  letter  of  (he 
8th)  more  Hum  tiiey  deserve.  There  is  no  trouble  in  sending  yon 
news ;  as  yon  ezcnse  flie  careless  manner  in  which  I  write  anjrUiing 
I  hear.  Don't  flunk  yourself  obliged  to  be  punctual  in  answering 
me:  it  would  be  paying  too  dear  far  such  idle  and  trifling  despatches. 
Tour  picture  of  the  attention  paid  to  Madame  Pompadour's  iDnesB, 
and  of  file  ridicule  attached  to  the  mission  of  flmt  homage,  is  veiy 
striking.  Itwould  be  stQl  more  so  by  comparison.  Hunk  if  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  was  to  set  up  with  my  Lord  Bute  t 

The  East  India  Company,  yesterday,  elected  Lord  CSive — Great 
Mogul ;  that  is,  they  have  made  him  Oovemor-Genend  of  Bengal, 
and  restored  his  Jaghire.'  I  dare  to  say  he  will  put  it  out  ai  tbeh 
power  ever  to  take  it  away  again.  We  have  had  a  deluge  of  disputes 
and  pamphlete  on  the  late  events  in  that  distant  province  of  our 
empire,  ihe  Indies.  The  novelty  of  the  manners  divert  me :  onr 
governors  there,  I  think,  have  learned  more  of  their  treachery  and 
injustice,  than  they  have  taught  them  of  our  discipline. 

Monsieur  Helvetius*  arrived  yesterday.  I  will  take  care  io 
inform  the  Princess,  that  you  codd  not  do  otherwise  than  you  did 
about  her  trees.    My  compliments  to  all  your  hotel 

*  A  renidiMse  irlikk  hid  beta  gnatad  him  I7  tiw  late  Kaboh,  and  trhidi,  m  tha 
Mison  of  the  tafiiloiy  on  whidi  U  waa  ^aigad  faj  tha  Baai  India  Oolnpa^J,  Imrd 
CUfo  inilstad  thai  tha  Company  ihoald  oontinna  to  paj.  It  waa  aboni  iwanlj-Aro 
thovaaad  povnda  per  annum. — Cnoxn. 

*  A  Fmadi  p]iiloioiAer»  the  aon  ofa  Dvtchi4tjBieian»hronght  into  Fiaaoe  bf  Lonia 
XIY.  Hewaatheaathorofndnllbook.mia-named'Del'Bipril'  Weeannoireaiaiie- 
peating  a  Joke,  made  aboni  thia  period,  on  the  ooeaaion  of  a  reqnisltion  made  bj  the 
French  ndniatiy  to  the  gorenuneni  of  Genera,  thai  ii  ihonld  aeiae  eopiea  of  thla  book, 
'DenEaprit»'andYoltalre'i'PnoeUed*Ori«ani,'irhieh  were  loppoeed  to  be  eolleeled 
therayinordertobeamngsled  into  France.  The  worthy  maglttratea  were  aaidiohnfe 
reported  that^  after  the  most  diligeni  aearch,  th^  conld  find  in  thdr  whole  town  no  tcice 
"  de  tBsprU,  ei  paa  nne  JVeeOie."— Cboub.  The  foDowing  ia  Gibbon'a  character  of 
Helretina,  in  a  letter  of  the  12th  of  Febn^aiy,  1T68 :— "  Amongii  my  aegnainUnoe  I 
cannoi  help  mentioning  U.  HelTcUos,  the  anther  of  the  iamooa  book  *  De  llfieprii.' 
I  mei  him  ai  dinner  ai  Madame  Oeolfirin'i,  where  he  took  greai  notice  of  me ;  made 
me  a  Tiait  neact  day;  hai  erer  aince  ireated  me,  not  in  a  poUie,  bat  a  ftiendly  manner. 
Beaidea  being  a  aenaible  man,  an  agreeable  companion,  and  the  worthiest  ereaiore  in 
the  worid,  he  has  a  Tciy  pretty  idh,  an  handred  thousand  linea  a-year,  and  one  of 
the  besi  Ublea  in  Paris."    He  died  in  1771,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six.— Wuon. 
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900.    TO  SIB  H(HUOK  MAKN. 

Smmben^  HiU,  Mwrch  18, 1764. 

Ab  I  meant  my  dear  m,  that  my  letters  should  amuse  or  infonn 
you,  I  on^t  nott  at  least  in  flie  first  intention^  to  write  them  here, 
whither  I  generally  eome  to  tranqniHise  myself  from  folly  and  bustle^ 
or  to  compose  my  mind  under  any  misfixrtune ;  my  situation  at  thia 
moment.  I  hare  just  lost  my  nephew.  Lord  Malpas;'  a  worthy 
amiable  man,  whom  I  haye  loYod  firom  his  dhildhood.  But  my 
grief  is  light  compared  to  that  of  poor  Lady  Malpas.  He  manied 
her  sixteen  yean  ago,  with  no  considerable  portion  of  beauty^  and 
less  furtune^  though  of  an  exceedingly  good  fionily.  Ab  his  fiither'a 
piofiision  called  for  his  restoring  the  estate,  we  lamented  this  match; 
but  it  proved  a  blessing :  there  neyer  was  a  more  prudent^  estimable 
woman.  They  lired  in  the  happiest  union.  Ahore  two  montha 
ago  he  went  to  hia  regiment  in  Ireland,  and  came  away  ill.  He 
arrived  in  town  last  Monday,  grew  immediately  worse ;  it  turned 
to  an  inflammation  in  his  bowek,  and  earned  him  off  in  fire  days. 

Thia  haa  been  a  filial  montL  Lord  Hardwicke,*  Lord  Townshend," 
and  Lord  Macclesfield,*  are  all  dead.  The  first  immensely  rich,  and, 
I  at  least  think,  no  leas.  Hie  second  has  given  everything  he  could 
to  a  housemaid,  by  whom  he  had  three  children ;  but  a  great  deal 
reverts  to  my  lady,*  who  cannot  enjoy  that,  or  her  widowhood,  as 
athe  would  have  done  a  few  years  ago.  She  is  paralytic ;  and  it 
afEwts  all  that  jdeased  one  in  her—her  speech  and  spirits.  Lord 
Macdesfield  had  manied  hit  mistress,  or  at  least  other  people'^— 
but  she  was  a  gentlewoman,  and  has  behaved  extremely  welL  His 
Tellership  of  the  Exchequer  comes  by  reversion  to  Mr.  Qrenville's 
son.* 

Don't  you  wonder  what  has  become  of  our  politicsP    Did  not 

>  Geotgtt  Chalm<mdel«7,  Mmi  loii  of  Q^orgep  ihiid  Kill  of  Cbdlmoiideloj,  1^ 
Maiy,  dMj^tor  of  Sir  BoUri  Walpolo.  Loid  Malpia  mMiiod  [1747]  Herter,  only 
tagbtor  of  Sir  Fisaeb  ifidwarda.— Waltoia  Tbefonitli  Kid  of  Oliolmoadolqr»  who 
diod  in  1827,  wbi  thu  Lord  Milpii'i  ton.— Cuhvzhobax. 

*  PhUip  Toiko,  Kill  of  Hirdwieko,  hid  been  Lord  Chineellor.— Walpou. 
'  Chiriciy  YiMonni  Townshend,  ton  of  the  Secretaiy  of  Stite.— Waltoul 

^  Geoige  Puker,  leeond  Kirl  of  Mieoleefleld,  one  of  the  TeUeri  of  the  Kxofaeqner 
Mid  Preiident  of  the  B^yil  Society.— CvsinranAM. 

*  Andrey,  or  Klhdred%  only  ehlld  of  GoTenuir  Hiiriioa,  n  lidy  of  celebnted  wit— 
WaiiPou.    See  toL  i.  pu  75.— CvsmvoEAx. 

*  Kldeit  eon  of  Geoige  OrenTiUe,.  and  ilterwirda  Karl  Temple.— WAi>K>uk 


toe  HOEACl  WALPOLn  LRTBB&  [ITM. 

you  expect  to  hear  that  the  oppositioii  were  poflhing  their  almost 
triumphant  arms  into  everj  qiiarter  P  No  soeh  thing ;  yet  Hannibal 
[Pitt]  is  not  enervating  himself  at  Gapna.  A  gouty  bed  is  his  bed 
of  roses.  Mr.  Yorke  has  been  confined  with  his  firiher,  and  by  hia 
death ;  and  Lord  Townshend's  death  has  seduded  Charles  Towns- 
bend.  This  confinement  of  the  generals  might  account  to  flie  world 
finr  tibe  suspension  of  arms;  but  I  beHeve  is  not  tibe  true  cause. 
Both  sides  are  treating  wititi  the  abdicated  &70urite  [Bute] ;  and 
ihe  balance  he  cannot  hold,  he  can  incline  as  he  pleases.  When  the 
Pailiament  riseSi  I  shall  expect  he  will  decide. 

Lord  Gliye  has  been  suddenly  nominated,  by  the  East  India 
Oompeny,  to  the  empire  of  Bengal,  where  Bnpleiz  has  taught  all 
our  merchants  to  aflBdot  to  be  King-making  Earis  of  Warwick,  and 
where  the  chief  things  they  have  made  are  blunders  and  confusion. 
It  is  amaring  that  our  usoipations  have  not  taught  the  TnJiMig 
union,  discipline^  and  courage.  We  are  gOTeming  nations  to  ^diich 
it  takes  a  year  to  send  our  orders. 

I  am  Sony  for  what  you  teU  me  in  your  letter  of  the  18th,  that 
Lord  B.'  does  not  please  in  Bussia ;  for  his  own  particolar  I  am 
yery  indifierent,  but  I  haye  great  regard  for  his  aunt,  Lady  Sufifi>lk 
[Henxietta  Hobart],  and  know  how  mudi  it  will  hurt  her  if  she 
hears  it.  That  he  should  be  pert  mat  ^  prcpas,  does  not  surpiise 
me.  He  would  never  have  been  my  choice  for  such  an  employment, 
which  ought  so  little  to  be  ghren  by  fiiyoor,  and  is  so  seldom  given 
finr  any  other  reason — so  seldom  given  to  a  Sir  Horace  Mann.  Tou 
know  it  is  my  opinion,  that  the  reason  of  sending  so  many  ibols 
about  Europe  from  all  parts  of  Europe,  is,  that  sooh  are  elected 
whose  capacities  resemble  most  the  heads  of  those  they  are  to 
represent  Adieu !  It  is  time  to  finish  when  I  attack  the  Chrps 
DiphmaUpie  and  the  PidrammMa,  though  writing  to  a  minister. 

PJ9u  We  expect  every  day  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Madame 
Pompadour." 

*  Jobn  Hobizi,  aeoond  Eul  of  Bnddngliiiiialiin.— Walpou. 
<  Madame  Pompadoor,  miatrcaa  of  Looia  XY^  died   14tli  of  April.  1764*- 
OmmraBAii. 
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910.    TO  THS  lARL  OF  HSBTFORD. 

Simdajf,  Mardi  18, 176i. 

You  will  fed,  my  dear  lord,  for  the  loss  I  have  had»  and  for  the 
much  greater  affliction  of  poor  Lady  Malpaa.  My  nephew  went  to 
his  regiment  in  Iieland  before  OhristmaSi  and  retonied  bat  laal 
Monday.  He  had,  I  suppose,  heated  himself  in  that  baoohanalian 
oonntry,  and  was  taken  ill  the  very  day  he  set  out,  yet  he  oame  on, 
but  grew  much  worse  the  night  of  his  arrival ;  it  tamed  to  an 
inflammation  in  his  bowels,  and  he  died  last  Friday.  Ton  may 
imagine  the  distress  where  there  was  so  much  domestio  felicity,  and 
where  ihe  deprivation  is  angmented  by  the  very  dander  oiroom- 
stanoes  in  which  he  ooold  but  leave  his  &niily ;  ashiB&tber — sooh 
an  improvident  &ther— is  living  I  Lord  Malpas  himself  was  very 
amiable,  and  I  had  always  loved  him — but  this  is  the  crael  tax  one 
pays  for  living,  to  see  one's  friends  taken  away  before  one  I  It  has 
been  a  week  of  mortality.  The  night  I  wrote  to  yon  last,  and  had 
sent  away  my  letter,  came  an  account  of  my  Lord  Townshend's 
death.  He  had  been  ill-treated  by  a  surgeon  in  the  country,  then 
was  carried  improperly  to  the  BaQi,  and  again  back  to  llainliam ; 
thou^  Hawkins,  mi  other  surgeons  and  phydoians,  represented  his 
danger  to  him.  But  the  woman  he  kept,  probably  to  prevent  his 
seeing  his  fiunily,  persiBted  in  these  extravagant  journeys,  and  he 
died  in  exquidte  torment  the  day  after  his  arrival  in  Norfolk.  He 
mentions  none  of  his  children  in  lus  wiU,  but  the  present  lord ;  to 
whom  he  gives  800/.  i^year  that  he  had  bought,  adjoining  to  his 
estate.  But  there  is  sai^  or  supposed  to  be,  50,000/.  in  the  funds 
in  his  mistress's  name,  who  was  his  housemaid.  I  do  not  aver  this, 
for  truth  is  not  the  staple  commodity  of  that  family.  Charles  [his 
second  son]  ia  much  disappointed  and  discontented — not  so  my 
lady,  who  has  to  2000/.  a-year  already,  another  lOOOA  in  jointure, 
and  1600/.  her  own  estate  in  Hertfordshire.'  We  condude,  that 
the  Duke  of  Argyle  will  abandon  Mrs.  Yilliers'  for  this  ridier 
widow;  who  wiQ  only  be  inconsolable,  as  she  in  too  cunning, 
I  believe,  to  let  anybody  console  her.  Lord  Macdesfidd  is  dead 
too ;  a  great  windfidl  for  Mr.  Grenville,  who  gets  a  Teller's  place 
for  his  son. 

*  BsUi^i&Hertfoiddiire. — OoirvnroaAii. 

*  Fkobsbly  Hary  Fowkt,  wMow  of  Mr.  Henty  VlUion,  nepliAir  of  tho  fint  Sari  of 
Jensj. — Ceokbb. 
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There  is  no  pablic  news :  piere  was  a  longisb  day  on  Friday  in 
our  Hoosei  on  a  demand  for  money  fer  tiie  new  bridge  firam  ibe 
City  [Blaokfriazs].  It  was  refiued,  and  into  the  aooampt  of  con- 
tempt^ Dr.  Hay'  threw  a  good  deal  of  abuse  on  the  oommon-coimdl 
—a  nest  of  horaetSi  that  I  do  not  see  the  pmdenoe  of  attacking. 

I  leaye  to  yoor  brother  to  tell  yon  the  particulars  of  an  impeiti- 
nent  paragraph  in  flie  papers  on  yon  and  yonr  embaasy;  but 
I  most  tell  yon  how  instanttyi  warmly,  and  sealonsly,  ha  resented 
ii  He  went  direoily  to  the  Duke  of  Somerset^  to  bag  bnn  to 
complain  of  it  to  the  Lords.  His  grace's  baahfalness  made  him 
choose  rather  to  second  the  complaint^  bat  he  desiied  Lord  Maidi- 
Burnt  to  make  it»  who  liked  the  oflBce,  and  the  printers  are  to  attend 
yoor  House  to-morrow.* 

I  went  a  little  too  fitft  in  my  history  of  Lord  diTO,  and  yet  I  had 
it  from  Mr.  Orenrille  himself.  The  Jaghire  is  to  be  decided  by 
law,  that  is»  in  the  year  1900.  Nor  is  it  certain  that  his  Omarship 
goes ;  that  will  depend  on  his  obtaining  a  board  of  directors  to  his 
min^  at  Hie  approaching  election.*  I  forgot,  too,  to  answer  your 
question  about  Luther ;  *  and  now  I  rraiembw  it,  I  cannot  answer 
it  Some  said  his  wife  had  been  gallant  Some,  that  he  had  been 
too  gallant,  and  that  she  8u£Fered  for  it  Others  laid  it  to  his 
expefoaes  at  his  election ;  others  again,  to  political  squabbles  on  that 
subject  between  him  and  his  wife— but  in  short,  as  he  sprung  into 


*  Qtngt  Hay«  LLD,,  member  for  Sendwidi,  aad  ooe  of  Um  lords  of  tiie  adminlty. 


<  WeflndiatlMJouiiAbitiuiitkepriiitenof  inoptpenin  vUdi  «h«  libelkMi 
pMigraph  appeared,  were,  after  ezamination  al  the  bar,  eommitted  to  Keiwpte. 
Tbe  ttbel  iteelf  Is  not  reoorded.  Tiie  prooeedings  in  the  House  of  Lords  were  notified 
to  Lord  HertlMd  by  the  secntaiy  of  states  and  the  foUowing  Is  a  eopy  of  Ue  rep^  to 
this  eommnnlcatlon ;— **  V$x\m,  March  27, 176i.  I  am  Infonned  by  ngr  friends  of  the 
Insolt  thai  has  been  offered  to  mj  chanxtter  in  two  pablie  papen^  Mid  of  the  nai 
riiown  by  administration  In  seeonding  the  resentment  of  the  Hosio  of  Peen  in  my 
IhTonr.  Periiapa  my  own  Indlnatien  might  have  led  me  to  despbe  aaeh  tow  Indlgoi* 
ties;  bat  if  ouers^  and  particolarly  my  friend^  take  the  matter  more  wann^,  I  am 
not  insensible  to  their  attention,  and  receive  with  gratitnde  sash  pledges  of  their 
Ngard.  I  had.  Indeed,  Sattersd  a^seHthat  my  eomae  of  life  had  hitherto  erestsd 
me  no  enemy ;  but  as  I  Snd  that  this  feUeity  Is  too  grsaiforanyman,!  am  pleased,  st 
kast^toibidthatheisafeiylowone:  andlamsothrobUgedtohimfordlseoveriag 
to  me  the  share  I  have  in  the  friendship  of  so  many  great  permns,  and  lor  proeoiiog 
me  a  testimony  of  esteem  from  so  honooiable  jMi  assembly  as  thai  of  the  Feen  flf 
IngfauuL" — Oaosaa. 

*  Lord  CUto  made  it  a  condiU<m  of  his  going  to  India,  that  Mr,  SnUitan  ahosld 
be  deprived  of  the  lead  he  had  in  the  direction  at  home. — Caosna. 

^  John  Lather,  Ssq^  of  Mylem,  near  Oogar,  in  Ssse^  who,  on  the  death  of  Mr. 
Harvey,  of  GhlgweU»  stood  on  the  pepnbur  Intermi  fer  thai  eoonty  against  Xc. 
Oonyers,  and  soooeeded. — CaouBv 
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the  irorU  by  his  eltetion,  to  he  withered  when  it  mm  oter,  and  hat 
not  been  tiumght  aa  flanoe. 

George  Selwyn  has  had  a  frightfbl  aooideiiti  that  ended  in  agreat 
eaoape.  He  was  at  dinner  at  Lord  OoventiT'Sy  and  jnst  as  he  was 
drinidng  a  glass  of  wine^  he  was  seised  with  a  fit  of  eongfaing,  the 
liqnor  went  wnmg,  and  sofiboated  him :  he  got  op  fer  some  water  at 
the  side-boaidy  but  being  strangled,  and  losing  his  senseSi  he  fell 
against  the  eomer  of  the  marble-taUe  with  sooh  Tiolenoe,  that  fliey 
thought  he  had  killed  himsdf  by  a  fraetme  of  Ids  skoIL  He  lay 
sensdesB  &r  some  time,  and  was  recoyered  with  diffioolty.  He  was 
immediately  blooded,  and  had  the  ehief  wonnd,  which  is  jnst  over 
tiie  eye^  sewed  up-— bat  yon  never  saw  so  baiterod  a  figure.  AU 
round  his  eye  is  as  black  as  jet,  and  besides  the  soar  on  lus  ferdkead» 
he  has  cut  his  nose  at  top  and  bottom.  He  ii  wdl  off  with  his  life, 
and  we  with  his  wit 

P.  S.  Lord  Macdesfield  has  left  his  wife '  threeseore  fliousand 
pounds. 

911.    TO  Tim  lAEL  OF  HSKTfOBD. 

JStetda^  n%ffki,  Mardi  27, 1764. 

■ 

YouB  bruiher  has  just  tdid  me^  my  dear  lord,  at  the  Opera,  that 


Cdonel  Keith,  a  friend  of  his,  sets  out  for  Paris  on  Thmsday. 
I  take  that  opportunity  of  saying  a  few  things  to  you,  which  would 
be  less  public  than  by  the  common  post ;  and  if  I  have  not  tone  to 
write  to  Lord  Beauohamp  too»  I  will  defer  my  answer  to  him  till 
Friday,  as  the  post-office  will  be  more  welcome  to  read  tibat. 

Lord  Bute  is  come  to  town,  has  been  long  with  the  King  alone, 
and  goes  publidy  to  court  and  the  House  of  Lords,  where  the 
Barcmy  of  Bottetourt  *  has  engrossed  them  some  days,  and  of  which 
the  town  thinks  much,  and  I  not  at  all,  so  I  can  tell  you  nothing 
about  it  The  first  two  days,  I  hear.  Lord  Bute  was  little  noticed; 
but  to-day  muck  court  was  paid  to  him,  even  by  the  Duke  of 
Bedford*  Why  this  difference,  I  don't  know:  that  matters  are 
somehow  adjusted  between  the  fevourite  not  minister,  and  the 

■  Lord  Maceladldd's  leeond  wife,  whom  ho  UArriod  ia  1757,  wm  a  lliii  Dorolhy 
Koibit — Cioum, 

'  The  aaeioiii  Boronj  of  Boitetoari  had  boon  eonsidored  m  eitinoi  eror  tliioo  iho 
nign  of  Kdwud  IIL,  and  wm  now  dolmod  by  Mr.  KotboriM  Boilceley,  mtmbor  for 
Oloooestenhire,  and  s  groom  of  tho  bed-chamber;  the  rrHval  of  a  claim  fio  long 
Enfouen  crmted  conriderable  interest— Oaonni 
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inmisfcen  not  finwimteB,  I  have  no  doabi    Pitt  certaiidy  has  been 
treating  with  hisii  and  ao  threw  away  the  great  and  imeaqpeoted 
progreas  which  the  opposition  had  made.    They^  good  pec^Je^  are 
either  not  angry  with  him  for  this,  or  hare  not  found  it  out.    The 
SondwibheB  and  Bigby8»  who  foel  another  half  year  eoming  into  their 
poeketSy  are  not  eo  blind*    For  my  own  part»  I  lejoioe  that  tiie 
of^KMition  are  only  foob,  and  by  thus  missing  flieir  treaty,  will  not 
appear  knaTes.    In  the  mean  tunot  I  hare  no  doubt  but  tlie  letoin 
of  Lotd  Bute  mnet  prodnee  oonfosion  at  oonri    He  and  GienTiQe 
are  both  too  fond  of  being  mimsten^  not  to  be  jeakNu  of  one 
another.    If  what  is  said  to  be  designed  prores  tm^  that  the  King 
will  go  to  HanoTer,  and  take  the  Queen  with  him,  I  shall  expeet 
that  damoor  (which  you  see  depends  cm  very  few  men,*  fcr  it  has 
subsided  during  these  iwivate  negotiations)  will  rise  higher  tiian 
ever.    The  Queen's  absenoe  must  be  designed  to  leave  the  regency 
in  the  hands  of  another  lady  [the  Prineess  Dowager] ;  eomieot  that 
with  Lofd  Bute's  tetnfn,  and  judge  what  will  be  the  eoneequenee ! 
These  are  the  present  polities,  at  least  mine,  who  trouUe  myself 
little  about  them,  and  know  less.    I  have  not  been  at  the  House 
this  month ;  the  great  points  which  interested  me  are  over,  and  the 
very  stand  has  shut  the  door.    I  might  like  some  folks  out,  bat 
there  are  so  few  that  I  desire  to  see  in,  that  indifference  is  my 
present  most  predominating  principle.    The  busier  world  are  atten- 
tive  to  the  election  at  Cambridge,  which  comes  on  next  Friday ;  and 
I  think,  now.  Lord  Sandwich's  Mends  have  little  hopes.    Had  I  a 
Tote,  it  would  not  be  given  for  the  new  Lord  Haidwioke. 

But  we  have  a  more  extraordinary  affiiir  to  engage  us,  and  of 
which  y&u  particnlarly  will  hear  much  more, — indeed,  I  fear  must 
be  involved  in.  D'Eon  has  published  (but  to  be  sure  you  have 
already  heard  so)  a  most  scandalous  quarto,  abusing  Monsieur  de 
Ouerchy  outrageously,  and  most  offensive  to  Messieurs  de  Praslin 
and  Nivemois.'  In  truth,  I  think  he  will  have  made  all  three 
irreconcQeable  enemies.  The  Due  de  Praslin  must  be  enraged  as  to 
the  Duke's  carelessness  and  partiality  to  D'Eon,  and  will  cOTtainly 
grow  to  hate  Ghierchy,  concluding  the  latter  can  never  foigive  km. 
D'Eon,  even  by  his  own  account,  is  as  culpable  as  possible,  mad  with 
pride,  insolent,  abusive,  ungrateful,  and  dishonesti  in  short,  a  com- 

'  TbU  it  M  importaai  obieration :  it  affords  a  doe  to  the  caiuM  of  tlM  m* 
pODoUritj  of  tiM  wilj  jmn  of  Gkoige  IIL— Cioxkb. 

.  *  IL  do  PiMlia  WM  McreUuT  for  foreign  affiOn,  and  M.  de  Niremob  had  bcei 
lalol  J  ambaeeador  in  Sngland.— Caoaaa. 


ITM:]  fO  THB  BABIi  OF  HSStlOBll  fltt 

plSoaimt  of  abomiimtioiiBi  jret  origiiially  ill^uaed  by  his  oonr^ 
afterwaids  too  wdl ;  above  aU,  he  has  great  malioey  and  great  parts 
to  pat  that  oialioe  in  play,  lluyagh  there  are  even  many  bad  puna 
in  faia  book,  a  veiy  nnooinnum  £e»dt  in  a  French  book,  yet  there  is 
mnbh  wit  too.'  Monsienr  de  Gnerdhy  is  extremely  hurt,  though 
with  the  least  reason  of  the  flnee ;  finr  his  oharaoter  for  braveiy  and 
good-natore  is  so  established,  that  here,  at  least,  he  will  not  suffer. 
I  oonld  write  pages  to  yon  upon  this  sabjeot,  for  I  am  fall  of  it-*biit 
I  will  send  yon  the  hock.  The  oonncil  have  met  to-day  to  oonsider 
what  to  do  upon  it  Mostpeople  think  it  difficult  for  them  to  do 
anythii^.  Lwd  Mansfield  thinks  they  ean — but  I  fear  he  has  a 
little  ahMsrity  on  the  severe  aide  in  such  oases.  Yetl  should  be  glad 
the  law  would  allow  severity  in  the  present  esse.  I  should  be  glad 
of  it,  as  I  was  in  your  ease  last  week ;  and  considering  the  present 
eonstitutionof  things,  would  put  the  severity  of  the  law  in  execution. 
You  will  wonder  at  this  sentence  out  of  my  mouth,'  but  not  when  yon 
have  heard  my  reason.  The  liberty  of  the  press  has  been  so  much 
abased,  that  almost  all  men,  espesially  such  as  have  weight,  I  mean, 
grave  hypocrites  and  men  of  arbitrary  principles,  are  ready  to  demand 
a  restraint  I  would  therefiore  show,  that  the  law,  as  U  already 
siandSf  is  efficacious  enou^  to  repress  enormities.  I  hope  so, 
particulaily  in  Monsieur  de  Ouarohy's  case,  or  I  do  not  see  how  a 
foreign  minister  can  come  hither;  if,  while  their  peraons  are  called 
aaered,  their  characters  are  at  the  mercy  of  every  servant  that  can 
pick  a  lock  and  pay  for  printing  a  letter.  It  is  an  odd  coincidence 
of  acddentB  that  has  produced  abuse  on  you  and  your  tally  in  the 
same  week — but  yours  was  a  flea-bite. 

Thank  yon,  my  dear  bid,  for  your  anecdotes  relative  to  Madame 
Pompadour,  her  illness,  and  flie  pretenders  to  her  succession.  I 
hope  she  may  live  till  I  see  her ;  she  is  one  of  the  greatest  curiosities 
of  the  age,  mi  I  am  a  pretty  universal  virtuoso.  The  match  of  my 
nieoe  with  the  Duke  of  Portiand  was,  I  own,  what  I  hinted  at,  and 
what  I  then  believed  likely  to  happen.  It  is  now  quite  ofl^  and 
with  very  extraordinary  eiroumstances ;  but  if  I  tell  it  you  at  all,  it 
must  not  be  in  a  btter,  especially  when  D'Eons  steal  letters  and 
print  them.    It  is  a  secret,  and  so  little  to  the  lover's  advantage^ 

>  At  tUt  dlstanoe  of  time,  lyEon'i  book  leenui  to  u  the  mere  ravins*  of  insant 
▼inity ;  the  pmu  poor,  aad  the  wit  mre  and  forced.— ^iokks. 

'  it  certainly  does,  not  appear  quite  oonaistent,  that  Mr.  Walpole,  who  to  ranch 
diiiapproTee  of  an  attack  on  hh/rieiub.  Lord  Hertford  and  M.  de  Oveichy,  Khonld 
hare  been  delighted,  bat  a  few  pages  einoe,  with  the  hemlock  adminlatored  to  LoiJl 
Holland,  and  the  MurrUUif  againat  Bishop  Warborton.— CaoKsa. 
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tiuit>l,  who  hare  a  great  regati  for  Ub  fioniljr,  shall  not  be  the  first 
todiYiilgeii 

We  had,  lart  night,  a  magnificent  bell  at  Lady  Oardigan's;  direo 
Bomptaoos  snppen  in  three  rooms.    ThehooseiyotilmoWyisoranimed 
with  fine  things,  pictmes,  ohina,  japan,  vases,  and  erery  species  cf 
eoriosity.    These  are  mneh  increased  even  sniee  I  wasini»vo«r 
there,  particolarly  by  Lord  Monti^'s  importations.    I  was  carious 
to  see  how  many  quarrels  my  lady  mnst  have  gnlped  before  she  eoold 
fill  her  house — ^tmly,  not  many,  (though  some,)  for  fliere  were  '^ery 
few  of  her  own  acquaintance,  chiefly  remits  of  her  son  and  daughter. 
There  was  not  the  sQupfwi  of  a  Bedford,  though  the  town  has  married 
Lord  Tavistock  and  Lady  Betty*— but  he  is  coming  to  you  to  France. 
The  Duchess  of  Bedford  told  me  how  hard  it  was,  that  I,  who  had 
personally  oflfended  my  Lady  Oardigan,  should  be  invited,  and  Uiat 
she,  who  had  done  nothing,  and  yet  had  tried  to  he  reconciled,  slKNdd 
not  be  asked.    "  Oh,  Madam,"  said  I,  ^be  easy  as  to  that  point,  Icnr 
fliough  she  has  invited  me^  she  will  scarce  speak  to  me — but  I  let  all 
sudi  quarrels  come  and  go  as  theyplease :  if  people,  so  indifferent  to 
me,  quarrel  wifli  me,  it  is  no  reason  why  I  should  quarrel  wiHi  ihenip 
and  ttiey  have  my  full  leave  to  be  reconciled  when  they  jAeaso." 

I  must  trouble  you  once  more  to  know  to  what  merchant  yoa 
consigned  the  Princess's  trees,  and  Lady  Hervey's  bibliothdque — ^I 
mean  for  the  latter.  I  did  not  see  the  Princess  last  week,  as  ttie  lose 
of  my  nei^ew  [Lord  Malpas]  kept  me  from  public  places.  Of  all 
public  places,  g^ess  flie  mo^  unlikely  <me  for  the  most  unlikely 
person  to  have  been  ai  I  had  sent  to  know  how  Lady  Macclesfield 
did :  Louis  [his  valet]  brought  me  word  fliat  he  could  hardly  get 
into  Si  James's-square,  there  was  so  great  a  crowd  to  see  my  lord 
Ke  in  state.  At  night  I  met  my  Lady  Milton'  at  the  Duchess  of 
Argyle's,  and  said  in  joke,  ^Soh,  to  be  sure,  you  have  been  to  see 
my  Lord  Macclesfield  fie  in  state  1"  thinking  it  impossible — she 
burst  out  into  a  fit  of  laughter,  and  owned  she  had.  She  and  my 
Lady  Temple  had  dined  at  Lady  Betty's,'  put  on  hats  and  doaks^ 
and  literally  waited  on  the  steps  of  the  house  in  the  tiiick  of  tiie 
mob,  while  one  posse  was  admitted  and  let  out  again  for  a  second  to 
enter,  before  they  got  in. 


'  UAj  Cardigan'!  eldest davghtar,  nantod^ia  1767,totiie  khiid  Duke  of 
died  1827. — Cvwuikquam. 

*  Lady  Caroline  SackvUle,  wife  of  Jeeeph  Duncr,  Loid  HUUni.  of  Inlaad.*-- 
CaouB. 

'  Ladj  Bettj  Oermain.~^aoKn. 


17M.1  TO  KB.  OHUBGHILU 

Yua  will  as  little  gnen  wliai  a  praeent  I  have  had  froni  HoUaad 
— <Mify  a  treatifle  of  mathematical  metaphysioB  fiem  ao  aafhor  I 
never  heard  ot,  with  great  eneomii^u  on  my  taste  and  knowledge. 
To  be  fioxey  I  am  wanranted  to  iniert  this  oertifieate  among  the 
ietimonia  mUkarum^  before  my  next  edition  of  the  Painters.  Now* 
I  assure  yoo,  I  am  mooh  more  jnst— I  have  sent  flie  gentleman 
word  what  a  perfeot  ignoramus  I  am,  and  did  not  treat  my  vanity 
with  a  moment's  respite.  Yonr  brother  has  langhed  at  me»  or 
rather  at  the  poor  man  who  has  so  mistaken  me,  as  mooh  as  ever  I 
did  at  his  abtenee  and  flinging  down  everything  at  breakfast.  Tom, 
your  brother's  man,  told  him  to-day,  that  MuUr  Sekoei9htp$  had 
been  to  wait  on  him — ^now  yon  are  goessing,— did  you  find  out  this 
was  Helvetins  P 

It  is  piteons  late^  and  I  most  go  te  bed,  only  tdling  yon  a  bon-* 
mot  of  Lady  Bell  Fmch.*  Lord  Bath  owed  her  iU^  a  erowm;  he 
sent  it  next  day,  with  a  wish  that  he  ooold  give  her  a  enmn.  She 
replied,  that  though  he  eonld  not  give  her  a  araim^  he  eonld  give  her  a 
eoroneif  and  she  was  very  ready  to  aooept  it*  I  oongratolate  yon  en 
yonr  new  honse ;  and  am  yonr  very  sleepy  humble  servant 


M2.    TO  CHABLE8  CHURCHILL,  BSQ.' 
DiAft  Sim :  AHingUm  Street,  Marck  S7, 17S4. 

I  HAD  just  sent  away  a  half-scoldiug  letter  to  my  sister,  for  not 
telling  me  of  Robert's  *  arrival,  and  to  acquaint  you  both  with  the 
loss  of  poor  Lord  Malpas,  when  I  received  your  very  entertaining 
letter  of  the  19tL  Ihadnot  then  got  the  draught  of  the  Oonqueror's 
kitchen,  and  the  tiles  you  were  so  good  as  to  send  me ;  and  grew 
horribly  afraidlest  old  Dr.  Ducarel,  who  is  an  ostrich  of  an  antiquary, 
snd  can  digest  superannuated  brickbats,  should  have  gobbled  them 
up.  At  my  return  from  Strawberry  Hill  yesterday,  I  found  the 
whole  cargo  safe,  and  am  really  much  obliged  to  you.  I  weep  over 
the  ruined  kitdien,  but  enjoy  Uie  tiles.    They  are  exactly  like  a  few 

'  See  ToL  I.  p.  18S ;  toL  iL  p.  79. — CvnriieRAM. 

*  It  Menu  tliAi  Lord  Bftih*t  ooronett  and  perhape  fill!  more  hb  greet  wealth,  for 
whlel^  efter  lih  eon'e  death,  he  had  no  dlreet  heir,  enljooted  hU  lordehip  to  fiewa  of 
the  nature  alluded  to  in  Ladjr  Beira  boi^moL  In  the  Soffolk  Letten,  It  a  propoaliioa 
to  this  effect  from  Mm.  Anne  Pitt,  made  with  all  appearance  of  ierionsaeiB. — CaoKia. 

*  Ocnetal  Chuchiira  eon  by  Mn.  Oldfleid,  and  hnaliand  of  Lady  Maiy  Walpol^ 
Ut  Robert'i  naUuil  «langfatcr  if  Mary  Skemtt.— CvmiiaaHAX. 

*  Bobert  and  Uoraoe,  both  mentioned  in  tliia  letter,  were  ionii  of  Mr.  ChvrehllL— 
WaieuT. 


tl4  HOKACK  WALPOLKB  URTRBEL  [liH 

wluch  I  obtebed  tnm  Ae  eallieclral  of  Qhnoutatf  wben .  it  urn  sew 
paired ;  they  are  inlaid  in  tibe  Hoot  of  my  China-xoom*  I  moU 
have  got  enough  to  pave  it  entirely ;  but  tibe  oaaone,  iriio  vera 
flinging  them  away,  bad  so  much  devotion  left,  that  they  eqoined 
me  not  to  pave  a  pagoda  with  thoai,  nor  put  them  to  any  pnvfiuDe 
we.  AsMnqdesineieaaeinantiototheirdeareaBeb  Ididn^koow 
hot  a  chinapioom  mig^  oaenistioally  be  inteqpwted  a  pagoda,  end 
rned  fer  no  mote.  My  CSoister  is  finished  and  eonaeonited;  but  ml 
intend  tooonverttibe  oUl  hbe  and  white  hall  next  to  the GSiina-iooiii 
into  a  Gothie  oolnmbaiinm,  I  ahonld  aerioosly  be  glad  to  finish  the 
floor  wifli  Nonnan  tiles.  However,  as  I  shall  certainly  make  yoa  s 
visit  in  aboat  two  months,  I  will  wait  till  thent  and  bring  tho 
dimensions  with  me. 

Depend  upon  it,  I  will  pay  some  of  yonr  debts  to  M.  de  liale- 
bonne;  that  is,  I  wiU  make  as  great  entertainments  for  him  as  anyone 
can,  idm  almost  always  dines  alone  in  his  dressing-room ;  Iwillshow 
him  everything  aU  the  morning,  as  mook  as  any  one  can,  who  lies  abed 
till  noon,  and  never  gets  dressed  tiU  two  o'olook;  and  I  will  endeavour 
to  amnse  him  with  variety  of  diversions  every  evemng  as  mndi  ss 
any  one  can,  who  does  nothing  bnt  play  at  loo  till  midnight,  or  sit 
behind  Lady  Mary  Coke  in  a  oomer  of  a  box  at  the  Opera. 
Seriously,  though,  I  will  try  to  show  him  thai  I  think  distinctions 
paid  to  yon  and  my  sister  Csvonrs  to  me,  and  will  make  a  point  of 
addiog  the  few  civilities  whidi  his  name,  rank,  and  alliance  with  the 
Gnerdiy's  can  leave  necessary.  M.  de  Gneroky  is  adored  bere,  and 
will  find  so,  particulariy  at  this  juietore,  when  he  has  been  most 
emeUy  and  publicly  insulted  by  a  mad,  but  villainous  fellow,  one 
lyEon,  left  here  by  the  Doc  deNivemois,  wbo  in  effect  is  still  worse 
treated.  This  oreatore,  who  has  been  made  minister  plenipotentiaiy, 
which  turned  his  brain,  as  you  have  already  headL,  had  stolen 
Nivemois's  private  letters,  and  has  pubUshed  Uiem,  and  a  thoosand 
scandals  on  M.  de  Ouerchy,  in  a  very  thick  quarto.  The  affiiir  is 
much  too  long  for  a  letter,  makes  great  noise,  and  gives  as  great 
offence.  The  council  have  met  to-day  to  consider  how  to  avenge 
Guerchy  and  punish  D'Eon.  I  hope  a  l^al  remedy  is  in  their 
power. 

I  will  say  little  on  the  subject  of  Robert ;  you  know  my  opinion 
of  bis  capadiy,  and  I  dare  say  ihink  as  I  do.  He  is  worth  taking 
pains  with.  I  heartily  wish  those  pains  may  have  success.  The 
cure  performed  by  James's  powder  diarms  me  more  than  mirprises 
me.    I  have  long  thought  it  could  cure  everjibing  but  physicians. 


ITfl.)  TO  THB  SABL  OF  HEBTTOBII  fU 

Polities  aro  all beoalmed.  LordBuie^s  reappearaaee  on  fhesoeii^ 
tlMNig^  luB  name  is  in  no  play-Ull,  may  ohaooe  to  reviye  the  luirly* 
bnily. 

My  Lord  Townahend  Ima  not  named  Cbarka  [Us  aaeond  aon] 
in  Ida  Will,  irlio  ia  as  moob  diaappointed  as  he  haa  often  diaap* 
pointed  othen.  We  had  last  night  a  magnifioent  ball  at  my  Lady 
Gardi^an'a. 

ThoM  flddlM  pUy'd  tint  nemr  pU j'd  bdbi«» 

Aad  we  ]»T«  daaoedi  wImiv  w«  abftU  daaeeao  iMia, 

Wif  that  18,  the  tottitn  pro  parte, — ^you  do  not  suspect  me,  I  hope,  of 
any  youthfiillities ; — iTautani  mains  of  dancing ;  I  that  have  rumours 
of  gout  flying  about  me,  and  would  fain  coax  them  into  my  foot. 
I  have  almost  tried  to  make  them  drunk,  and  inveigle  them  Uiither 
in  their  cups ;  but  as  they  are  not  at  all  £amiliar  ehe»  nun,  they 
formalise  at  wine,  as  much  as  a  middle-aged  woman  who  is  just 
b^;inning  to  drink  in  priyate. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Sir  1  my  best  love  to  all  of  you.  As  Horace 
is  evidently  descended  from  the  Conqueror,  I  will  desire  him  to 
pluck  up  the  pavement  by  the  roots,  when  I  want  to  transport  it 
hither. 

91S.    TO  TUB  £ARL  OF  HERTFORD. 

AriingUm  Btrtd,  Apra  (^  1764. 

Your  idea,  my  dear  lord,  of  the  abusive  paragraph  on  you  being 
conceived  at  Paris,'  and  transmitted  hither,  tallies  exactly  with  mine. 
I  guessed  that  a  satire  on  your  whole  establishment  must  come  frt)m 
thence :  I  said  so  immediately  to  two  or  three  persons ;  but,  I  did 
not  tell  you  I  thought  so,  because  I  did  not  choose  to  fill  you  with 
suggestions  for  whidi  I  had  no  ground,  but  in  my  own  reasoning. 
Your  arguments  convince  me  I  was  in  the  right  Yet,  were  you 
master  of  proofe,  the  wisest  thing  you  oan  do,  is  to  act  as  if  you  had 
no  suspicion ;  that  is,  to  act  as  you  have  done,  civilly,  but  ooblly. 
There  are  men  whom  one  would,  I  think,  no  more  acknowledge  for 
enemies  than  friends.  One's  resentment  distinguishes  them,  and  Qie 
only  gratitude  they  can  pay  for  that  distinction  is,  to  double  the 
abuse.    Wilkes's  mind,  you  see,  is  sufficiently, volatile,  when  he  can 

>  Lend  Hertloxd  iiiip«eied  ibi«  ptngraph  to  hare  beea  •  written  by  Mr.  Wiik«3| 
whldi  oertainlj  wo«ld  kare  been  nngrftleftilt  m  Lord  Hertford  showed  Mr.  WUkei 
more  attentlon.thAn  most  people  thought  proper  to  be  shown  by  the  King's  ambasp 
sudot  to  a  person  in  Mr.  WUkes*s  circumstmccs.— Ckorul 


•bMd^  fcrget  Loid  Sandwkli  and  ihe  800^ 

on  you.    He  wili  iooii  iiil  to  otliar  pray,  irhea  you  diar^i^ftid  Um. 

It  is  my  way :  I  never  pnbluli  a  Aee/k,  bet  Imzs !  out  fly  a  swam  of 

honielB,  laaeotB  tliat  never  settle  i^on  yen,  if  yen  ixm't  strike  at 

them;  and  irfioee  ▼enom  is  diveried  to  lie  next  objeet  fliat  pffwiinte 

itsell 

We  have  divine  weedier.  The  Bishop  of  Chudisto  [Igrtteltcm]  hna 
been  with  me  two  days  at  Stfawbeny,  where  we  saw  the  eelipse* 
to  perfection  >-4iot  that  fliere  was  mneh  sig^t  in  it  Ikeairwae 
very  diiU  at  Ihe  timoi  and  the  lig^t  snignlar ;  but  there  was  not 
a  UadLbird  that  left  off  singing  fiir  it  In  the  evening,  the  Dnke  of 
Devonshire  came  with  the  Straflfords  from  t'other  end  of  Tvrii&en- 
haniy  and  drank  tea  vrith  ns.  They  had  none  of  them  seen  the 
GhJleiy  since  it  was  finished ;  eventfaeCShapelvrasnewto  theDnke^ 
he  was  so  strode  with  it  that  he  desired  to  offer  at  the  shrine  an 
incense-pot  of  silver  phiUgrain* 

The  election  at  CSamhridge  has  ended,  for  the  present^  in  strange 
eonfbsion.*  The  proetorB,  who  were  of  diflbrent  sides,  assomed  each 
a  majority;  the  votes,  however,  iqppear  to  have  been  eqnaL  The 
learned  in  nniversity  derisions  say,  an  equality  is  a  n^ative :  if  so^ 
Loid  Hardwioke  is  exdnded.  Tot  the  novelty  of  the  case,  it  not 
having  been  very  costomaiy  to  wBcU  such  a  trifling  honour,  and  the 
antiqiiated  finms  of  proceeding  retained  in  colleges,  leave  the  matter 
wide  open  for  fnrther  contention,  an  advantage  Lord  fiandvrioh 
cherishes  as  mooh  as  success.  The  grave  are  hij^y  scandalised : — 
popularity  was  siall  waimer.  The  under-graduates,  who,  having  no 
votes,  had  consequently  been  left  to  their  rml  opinions,  were  very 
near  6]qpressing  tlieir  opinions  against  Lord  Sandwich's  Mends  in 
the  most  outrageous  manner:  hissed  they  were;  and  after  the 
election,  tiie  juniors  burst  into  the  Senate-house,  elected  a  fictitioue 
Lord  Hardwudce,  and  chaired  hinL  Hie  indecent  arts  and  iqppK- 
cations  which  had  been  used  by  the  HcUekerites  (as  they  are  Cfdled, 
finom  Lord  Sandwich's  nick-name.  Jemmy  TicUeker,)  had  provoked 


'  A  eoiidi<leiable  eelipM  of  tlie  mn,  wbldi  took  pUuse  oa  tbe  Irt  of  ApriL    li 
anmilar  «t  Bonlogne,  in  France,  and  of  conne  nearly  ao  ai  Vuim  and  London. — 

CaOKBB. 

*  TIm  oontoai  waa  belween  Loidt  Haidwieke  and  Sandwidi ;  bni^  aooording  to 
nniforaity  forms,  tlie  poll  waa  token  on  the  Sni  name ;  there  appearod  among  the 
Blackhuoda  for  Lord  Uardwidce,  placet  108 ;  non-plaeet  101 :  among  the  Whitebood^ 
the  procton*  aoeonaU  difAred ;  one  made  plaeet  108,  non^beet  107 ;  the  other 
made  plaeet  107,  non-plaoet  101  :  on  tUi  a  acnitiny  waa  demmided,  and  reftued, 
and  a  great  eonfnakm  enaning^  the  Yioe-Chanoeilor  aiQonmed  the  aenato  nne  die,-^ 

CkOKKA. 
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UoM  nge.  I  will  give  joa  bat  one  mfltenoe: — ^A  TOter,  wbo  wit 
Uooded  on  pnipose  tliat  morning,  was  bronght  ont  of  a  madhonae 
with  hia  keeper.  This  is  the  great  and  wiae  nation,  which  the 
phikaopher  Kdvetins  is  oome  to  study  I  When  he  says  of  ns,  C'ett 
nmfimeuxpak  t  he  does  not  know  thai  the  literal  tranlBlation  is  the 
true  description  of  ns. 

I  don't  know  whether  I  did  not  tell  you  some  lies  in  my  last ; 
Tery  likely:  I  tell  you  what  I  Aeor,  and  do  not  answer  for  truth  but 
when  I  tell  you  what  I  knom*  How  should  I  know  anythingP  I 
am  in  no  eonfldenoe ;  I  think  of  both  sides  alike ;  I  eare  for  neither; 
I  ask  few  questions.  The  King's  jonmey  to  Hanoyer  is  oontradioted. 
The  return  of  Lord  Bute  is  still  a  myrtery.  The  lealous  say,  he 
deebures  for  the  administration ;  but  some  of  the  latter  do  not  trust 
too  mudi  to  that  security ;  and,  perhaps,  they  are  in  the  right :  I 
know  what  I  think  and  why  I  think  it;  yet  some,  who  do  not  go 
on  ill  grounds,  have  a  middle  opinion,  thai  is  not  very  reooneileable 
to  mine.  Ton  will  not  wonder  that  there  is  a  mystery,  doubt,  or 
irresolution.    Hie  scene  will  be  opened  further  before  I  get  to  Paris. 

Lord  Lyttelton  and  Lord  Temple  have  dined  with  each  other, 
and  flie  leoonfliliation  of  the  former  with  Mr.  Pitt  is  concluded.  It 
is  well  that  enmities  are  as  frail  as  friendships. 

The  Archbishop  and  Bishops,  who  are  so  eager  against  Dr. 
Pearse's  divorce  from  Us  see,  not  as  ill^al,  but  improper,  and  of 
bad  example,  have  determined  the  King,  who  left  it  to  them,  not  to 
consent  to  it,  though  the  Bishop  himself  still  insists  on  it  As  this 
decision  disappoints  Bishop  Newton,  Lord  Bath  has  obtained  a  con- 
aolatoiy  promise  for  him  of  the  mitre  of  London,  to  the  great 
discomfort  of  Terrick  and  Warburton.  You  see  Lord  Bath  does 
not  hobble  up  the  back-stairs  for  nothing.  Oh,  he  is  an  excellent 
ooortier  t  The  Prince  of  Wales  shoots  him  with  play-fliing  arrows ; 
he  foUs  down  dead ;  and  the  child  losses  him  to  life  again.  Melan- 
choly ambition!  I  heard  him,  t'other  night,  propose  himself  to 
Lady  Townshend  as  a  rich  widow.  Such  spirito  at  fourscore  are 
pl^^wg ;  but  when  one  has  lost  all  one's  children,  to  be  flattering 
those  of  Kings ! 

The  Bishop  of  Garlisle  told  me,  that  t'other  day  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  Warburton  said  to  another  of  the  bench,  ^*  I  was  invited  by 
my  Lord  Mansfield  to  dine  with  that  Helyetius,  but  he  is  a  professed 
patron  of  atheinn,  a  rascal,  and  a  scoundrel,  and  I  would  not  coun* 
tenance  him ;  besides,  I  should  have  worked  him,  and  that  Lord 
Mansfield  would  not  have  liked."    No,  in  good  truth :  who  can  like 
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imoh  TolgariBm  I  Wb  FieBflh,  ioo^  I  sappose,  is  equal  to  hu  wife  andt 
his  pietjr. 

I  dinedy  on  Tuesdayi  willi  tlie  imperial  miniflter ;  we  were  two- 
and-twentyy  oolleoted  from  the  fimr  eoinen  of  the  eaxtlL  Siiifle  it 
is  become  the  fiubion  to  banquet  iriiole  kiiigdoms  by  taraB,  I  dioald 
pray,  if  I  was  minister,  to  be  seat  to  Liioca.  Hare  yvm  reoeived 
lyEon's  very  eorioiis  book,  wbioh  I  seat  by  Oblonel  Keifli  P  I  do 
not  find  that  the  administration  can  diseoTer  any  mefliod  of  attacking 
him.  Moofliear  de  Gnerohy  wry  propeily  determines  to  take  no 
notice  of  it  In  the  mean  time,  the  wit  of  it  gains  ground,  and 
palHates  the  abominaiiony  though  it  oogfat  not 

Princess  Amelia  asked  me  again  aboat  her  trees.  I  gave  her 
yonr  message.  8he  does  not  Uame  yoo,  bat  Madame  de  Boofflers, 
for  sending  them  so  large.  Mr.  Legge  is  in  a  very  bad  way ;  but 
not  without  hopes:  his  last  n%lit  was  better.  Adieu  I  my  dear 
lords  and  ladies  I 


914.    TO  SIS  HOEACS  MAKK. 

8brambar$  ffSU,  April  9, 1764. 

Thank  yon,  thank  you  for  your  accounts  of  the  Duke  of  Tork, 
and  of  the  reception  you  have  giyen  him.  Why,  you  have  feasted 
him  as  if  you  were  sovereign  of  Tuscany !  But  pray,  has  the 
marshal  consigned  to  you  the  revenues  of  the  duchyP  I  tell  yon, 
you  will  be  bankrupt ;  you  will  lie  above  ground  in  a  velvet  coffin, 
like  the  Spanish  AmbaJssador's  in  Westminster  Abbey  I  I  did  not 
doubt  but  the  duke's  good  humour  would  charm  you,  and  his  ease  ; 
but  I  should  tremble  at  your  magnificence,  unless  he  were  his  own 
elder  brother,  and  could  indemnify  you.  If  the  rumour  of  your 
banquets  reaches  Naples,  you  will  have  tliat  whole  city  swarming  to 
Florence,  and  knockiag  at  your  gate  for  that  bread  which  they  want 
at  home.  Seriously,  I  feel  for  the  poor  Neapolitans,  since  St. 
Januarius  has  not  the  secret  of  feeding  them  wifli  five  loaves  and 
a  few  small  fishes. 

We  are  fuU  of  a  wonderful  book,  just  published  here,  by  the 
Chevalier  D'Eon,  who  was  secretary  to  the  Due  de  Nivemois,  and 
who  was  made  Plenipotentiaiy  in  his  room,  on  having  carried  over 
the  preliminaries,  as  he  had  before  carried  two  or  three  treaties  from 
Petersburgh,  for  which  they  never  paid  him.  His  honours  turned 
his  head,  the  first  consequence  of  which  was  his  extravagance  last 
October  at  Lord  Halifax's,  of  which  you  heard.    The  affection  of 
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Monsieiir  do  Nhetrnoisy  and  the  eoonamy  of  the  Duo  de  Pradin, 
ocmeqrred  to  try  to  plaoe  him  as  secretarywith  Monaieiirde  Gtieroliy. 
This  pxojooted  tumblo  enraged  him  against  innocent  Monsieur  de 
Chierchy,  and  the  refasal  of  his  aneara  against  Fraslin.  Bes^t- 
asienii  pride,  and  frenzy,  precipitated  him  into  a  Eterary  war  with 
tliem.  He  was  recalled,  refoaed,  and  indeed  did  not  dare  to  return. 
Necessity  ftUowed,  and  has  made  him  ahominaUe,  for  he  has  not 
only  published  the  Doe  de  Praslin's  letters,  and  abased  Be  Gnerohy 
intolmbly,  but  has  sacrificed  Nivemois'  letters  too,  and  the  private 
oonespondenoe  between  the  latter  and  PraaUn,  and  has  without  any 
provocation  printed  the  letters  of  a  private  finend  of  his  own,  who  is 
under  Fmslin,  and  who  speaks  of  his  master  in  a  manner  that  may 
niinhimseljL  Prasl]n,NiTemoiB,  and  Guerdhy,  were  intimate  Mends; 
the  two  former  talk  to  one  another  of  the  IsAtar  in  a  tone  of  tender 
oontempt,  which  the  last  can  never  forgive,  as  Pnudin  never  can  the 
carelessness  of  Nivemois.  Praslin  says  of  Gnerchy,  "  Je  crains  ses 
d^pAches  comme  le  feu ;  notre  panvre  Qnerohy ;  il  no  sait  pas  da 
tout  imie — mow  nam  n'avons  de  meillenr  k  employer/'  I  am  glad 
of  it ;  and  yet,  thoogh  Gnerchy  is  no  derk,  he  is  for  from  being 
contemptible.  The  Goort  of  France  indeed  appears  to  be  so ;  and, 
for  Monsiear  de  Praslixi,  it  will  soffioe  to  give  yoa  the  measore  of 
his  genios,  by  t^Jing  yoa  of  one  of  his  plans, — ^it  was  to  make  the 
Fr^ch  language  universal,  by  p^iblishing  a  monthly  Beview  I  Tou 
are  to  understand,  that  beside  a  thousand  cuiious  circumstances, 
lyEon's  book  is  fall  of  wit  and  parts ;  and  what  makes  it  more  pro- 
voking, oar  Ministers  know  not  what  to  do,  nor  how  to  procure  any 
satislBustion  to  Ghierohy. 

I  am  going  to  realise  the  very  low  ideas  I  have  of  modem  France, 
by  a  journey  to  Paris.  By  all  I  see  imd  hear,  they  seem  to  be  sunk 
in  every  light ;  even  in  the  trifles  of  which  they  boast  themselves, 
they  are  gone  backwards  a  century.  They  are  as  formal  as  we  were 
in  Queen  Anne's  days,  and  believe  they  make  discoveries,  when  they 
adopt  what  we  have  had  these  twenty  y^ars.  iFor  insAance,  they 
be^  to  see  beauties  in  the  antique— everything  must  bed  fo  Om^tfC 
— accordingly,  the  lace  on  their  waistcoats  is  copied  from  a  frieze. 
Monsieur  de  Guerchy  seeing  a  Doric  fret  on  a  fender  at  Wobum, 
which  was  common  before  I  went  abroad,  ^d  to  the  Duchess  of 
Bedford,  "  Comment  I  Madame,  vous  avez  li  du  Grec,  sans  le 
savoir  I " 

A  melancholy  affair  has  happened  to  Lord  Echester :  his  eldest 
daughter.  Lady  ^usan,  a  very  pleasing  girl,  though  not  handsome, 
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aianied  hendf  two  dajs  ago  at  Oovent-gaidoi  chovdi  to  O^Bnea, 
a  handsome  foaag  actor.  Lord  HAester  doated  on  har,  and  vat 
the  most  indulgint  of  fiithfln.    Tis  a  cruel  bknr. 

Oar  Pariianent  is  going  to  rise ;  an  erenti  whkh^  oontraiy  to 
easton,  will,  I  haeyt  prodnoe  politiM,  instead  of  sasfnudiiig  Umbl 
Lord  Bute  is  retamed  to  town ;  probaUy  not  as  a  sim^  apectatni'. 
Lord  Sandwielt's  oontest  at  Onnbridge  kas  taken  a  sfaange  torn; 
Hm  nambers  for  liim  and  Lord  HardwioioB  wave  eqnal,  but  bo&  sidet 
pretended  to  a  majority  of  one.  The  deeiion  broke  19  in  coiifitfuay 
0i  h  imU  mi  i  recomwumter^  wifli  additkmal  heat. 

I  am  writii^  to  yon  in  my  lofely  (Salleiy,  wiih  Boflkient  indiflhrenM 
to  all  those  sqnabbles — yet  the  perqieetiTe  of  pohlie  afiora  is  not 
so  agreeaUe  as  to  pramioe  anybody  a  qdet  enjoyment  <rf  hia  galleiy 
hmg !  Tis  fortniiate»  however,  that  Franee  has  not  <fe  tneSkwrm 
Ute$  a  emphfer. 


•11    TO  THX  BABL  OP  HBKTFOBD. 

Arlm§im  Stf^  AprU  It^  ITOA. 

ILun  yoarodf  perfectly  easy*  my  dear  lord,  about  newap^eis 
and  flieir  tattle ;  &ey  are  not  worth  a  momentTs  regard.  In  timeo 
of  party  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  abuse.  If  attached  to  one  side, 
one  is  pdted  by  the  other;  if  to  neither,  by  both.  One  can  plaee 
onesdf  aboTO  deserring  inveeiives;  and  then  it  sigmfies  Cttle^ 
whether  they  are  eecaped  or  not  But  when  one  is  conscioos  that 
thqr  are  unmerited,  it  is  noblest  to  scorn  them-  -periiaps,  I  even 
think,  that  such  a  situation  is  not  ineligible.  Character  is  the  most 
precious  of  all  blessings ;  but,  pray  allow  that  it  is  too  sscred  to  be 
hurt  by  anjrthing  but  itself:  does  it  depend  on  others,  (ht  on  its  own 
existenceP  That  character  must  be  fictitious,  and  formed  for  man, 
which  man  can  take  away.  Your  reputation  does  not  depend  on  Mr. 
Wilkes,  like  his  own.  It  is  delighiftd  to  deserve  popularity,  and  to 
despise  it 

You  will  have  heard  of  the  sad  misfortune  that  has  happened  to 
Lord  Ilbhester  by  his  daughter's  [Lady  Susan  Fox's]  marriage  with 
O'Brien  the  actor.  But,  perhaps,  you  do  not  know  the  ciroom- 
stances,  and  how  much  his  grief  must  be  aggravated  by  relectkm 
on  his  own  credulity  and  n^ligence.  The  afiair  has  been  in  train 
for  eighteen  months.  The  swain  had  learned  to  counterfeit  Lady 
Sarah  Buubury's  hand  so  well,  that  in  the  country  Lc»d  Bchestor 
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has  himfldf  ddiTored  scrranl  of  O'Srien's  letters  to  Lady  Susan ; 
but  it  was  not  till  about  a  week  before  the  eatastrophe  that  the 
fiimily  was  apprised  of  tke  intrigue.  Lord  Cathoait  went  to  Miss 
BeadV  ^  paintress :  she  said  softly  to  him,  **Hj  lord,  there  is  a 
oouple  in  next  lOom  that  I  am  sure  ought  not  to  be  together,  I  wish 
your  lordship  would  look  in/'  He  did,  shut  the  door  again,  and 
vent  diieetly  and  informed  Lord  Ikhester.  Lady  Susan  was  exa- 
mined, flung  herself  at  her  other's  feet,  eonfessed  all,  vowed  to  break 
off— 4mt — ^what  a  Aif^ /— desired  to  see  the  loTod  objeot,  andtakealast 
Icaye.  Tou  will  be  amaied— eren  this  was  granted.  The  parting 
aoene  happened  the  beginning  of  the  week.  On  Friday  she  oame 
of  age,  Mid  on  Saturday  morning — instead  of  being  uncter  lock  and 
keyin  the  country — walked  down  stairs,  took  her  Ibotman,  said  she 
was  going  to  breakfiist  with  Lady  Sarah,  but  would  call  at  Miss 
Bead's ;  in  the  street,  pretended  to  reeoUect  a  particular  cap  in 
which  she  was  to  be  drawn,  sent  the  footman  back  for  it,  whipped 
into  a  hackney  chair,  was  married  at  Covent-garden  church,  and  set 
out  fer  Mr.  O'Brien's  lilla  at  Dunstable.  My  Lady — my  Lady 
Hertford!  what  say  you  to  permittmg  young  ladies  to  act  plays,  and 
go  to  painters  by  themselYes  P* 

Poor  Lord  Hchester  is  almost  distracted ;  indeed,  it  is  the  com- 
pletion of  disgrace-^eren  a  foofanan  were  preferable ;  the  puUieitf 
of  the  hero's  profession  perpetuates  the  mortification.  II  ne  $era 
pa$  wtUordf  tout  eomme  nn  autre.  I  could  not  have  beUeved  that 
Lady  Susan  would  have  stooped  so  low.  She  may,  however,  stiD 
keep  good  company,  and  say,  '^  nos  numeri  sumus " — ^Lady  Mary 
Duncan,'  Lady  Caroline  Adair,^  Lady  Betty  Ghillini* — the  shop* 
keqpers  of  next  age  wiU  be  mighty  well  bom.  If  our  genea- 
logies had  been  so  confused  four  hundred  years  ago,  Norbome 
Betkdey  would  hare  had  still  more  difficulty  with  his  obsolete 
Barony  of  Bottetourt,  which  the  House  of  Lords  at  last  has  granted 
him.    I  hare  nerer  attended  the  hearings,  though  it  has  been  much 

'  If bi  OtUieriB«  Bend,  now  ddofly  remenibered  by  htr  praltj  portnil  of  tiM 
<7mifiMv  BMkiM  of  HamUtoB.  Sho  woai  to  tho  Ewt  ladlM^  TCiBinod  nd  died  In 
London  aboai  17S0  or  ITM.—CvnnioBAii. 

■  800  QtonvOlo  Coirwpondonee^  IL  447 ;  and  Conwpondenee  of  Omy  and  Maaoa, 
pu  SSa. — Cvranonax. 

'  DangliUr  of  tho  wrenth  Kail  of  Thanei,  marrlod,  in  SopianiWr  ]76S»  to  Docioi 
Danean,  li.D.,  toon  after  cnatod  a  taionot— Cbobxb. 

*  IMaghter  of  tU  aocdad  lari  of  Albanutf^  aumiad.  In  17«»,  to  Mr.  Adair,  a 
ani^goon.— Caoxnn. 

*  DanghterofthotUrdlarlof  AUi^rdoB^flianicdto  SIrJohn  OaUlnL  Bha  died 
ia  1804,  at  tho  ago  of  elgkiy.— Caona. 
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the  fashion,  but  nobody  cares  leas  fhan  I  aboat  what  tbej  don't 
for.  I  have  been  as  indifferent  about  other  points,  of  whioh  all  tha 
world  is  talking,  as  the  restriction  of  fianldng,  and  the  great  canse 
of  Hamilton  and  Doug^  I  am  almost  as  tared  of  what  is  atill 
more  in  Togucb  our  East  India  affidrs.  Mir  Jaffoir  and  Cossiia  Alj 
Gawn,  and  their  deputies  GUto  and  Sullivan,  or  rather  their  prindpala, 
employ  the  public  attention,  instead  of  Mcgnl  Pitt  and  Nabob  Bute ; 
the  fonner  of  whom  remains  shut  up  in  Asiatic  dignity  at  Hayeo. 
while  the  other  is  again  mounting  his  dephant  and  levying  tioope. 
What  Lord  Tavistock  moaned  of  his  invisible  Hanghtinees's  [Pitt} 
invective  on  Mr.  Neville,  I  do  not  know.  He  has  not  been  in  the 
House  of  C!ommons  since  the  war  of  privilege.  It  must  have  been 
something  he  dropped  in  private. 

I  was  diverted  just  now  with  some  old  rhymes  that  Mr.  Wilkes 
would'  have  been  glad  to  have  North-Britonised  f<Hr  our  little  Bishop 
of  Osnaburgh.' 

Eligimiu  pnenim,  paerornm  fetto  eolentov, 
NoQ  nostnun  morsm,  lod  n^gUJiuia  iaqnentM. 

They  were  literally  composed  on  the  dection  of  a  juvenile  bishopu 

Young  Dundas  marries  Lady  Charlotte  FitzwilUam.'  Sir  Law- 
rence' settles  four  thousand  per  annum  in  present,  and  six  more  in 
future — compare  these  riches  got  in  two  years  and  a  hal^  with 
B'Eon's  account  of  French  economy  I  Lord  Ghurlies  remarries 
himself  with  the  Duchess  of  Manchester's  ^  next  sister.  Miss  Dash* 
wood.  The  youngest  is  to  have  Mr.  Enig^tley — ft*pn>po6  to  D'£on» 
the  foreign  mimsters  had  a  meeting  yesterday  moming  at  the  imperial 
minister's^  and  Monsieur  do  Guerohy  went  from  thence  to  the  Kin^- 
but  on  what  result  I  do  hot  know,  nor  can  I  find  that  the  lawyers 
agree  that  anything  can  be  done  against  him.  There  has  been  a 
plan  of  some  changes  among  the  Dii  Minores^  your  Lord  Norths,  and 
Garysforts,  and  Ellises,  and  Frederick  Campbells,  and  such  like  ; 
but  the  supposition  that  Lord  Holland  would  be  willing  to  accommo- 
date the  present  mimsters  with  the  Paymaster's  place,  being  the  axle 
on  which  this  project  turned,  and  his  lordship  not  being  in  the 

1  FrederidL  Duke  of  Toxk,  born  in  August  1763,  elected  BUhiop  of  OnalMuigik,  27tb 
of  Febmuy,  1764.— Cbokb*. 

*  Second  dughter  of  the  third  Esri  FitiwilUam,  bom  in  1746.— Obokul 

'  8ir  Lftwrenee  Dandas,  liither  of  the  lint  liord  Dandai»  is  snid  to  Iiato  made  hi* 
fortune  in  the  oommissariiit,  during  the  Scotch  retell  ton  of  1745. — Cbokb*. 

*  Bliabeth,  danghter  of  Sir  James  Daahwood,  Bari,  and  wife  of  the  fonrth  Dnk^ 
of  Manchester. — Ciouu. 


17«4.]  to  THE  HOH.  a  a  OONWAT  f» 

aooomniodatiiig  humour,  there  are  half  a  dozen  abortioiis  of  new  lonb 
of  the  Treasnry  and  Admiralty— excoae  me  if  I  do  not  send  yon  this 
list  of  embryos ;  I  do  not  load  my  head  with  subh  fiy.  I  am  Httle 
more  au  faU  of  the  oonfiudon  that  happened  yesteiday  at  the  East 
India  Honse;  I  only  know  it  was  exactly  like  the  jnmble  at 
Cambridge.  SnlUyan's  list  was  chosen,  all  but  himself— his  own 
election  turns  on  one  disputed  vote.  Eyerything  is  intricate— « 
presumption  that  we  have  few  heads  TOiy  dear.  Qooi  night,  for  I 
am  tired ;  since  dinner  I  have  been  at  an  auction  of  prints,  at  the 
Antiquarian  Society  in  Ghancery-lane,  at  Lady  Dalkeith's  in 
Ofosrenor-square,  and  at  Loo  at  my  niece's  [Lady  Waldegrare's] 
in  PaH  Mall ;  I  left  them  going  to  supper,  that  I  might  come  home 
and  finish  this  letter ;  it  is  half  an  hour  after  twdre,  and  now  I 
am  going  to  supper  myself.  I  suppose  all  this  sounds  very  sober 
to  youl 

Old.    TO  THE  BIT.  WILLIAM  COLI. 
Dkab  Sim :  A  HitkgUm  Brtd,  April  12, 1764. 

I  SHALL  send  your  MS.  Tolume  this  week  to  Mr.  Gartwright,  and 
with  a  thousand  thanks.  I  ought  to  beg  your  pardon  for  haying 
detained  it  so  long.  The  truth  is,  I  had  not  tizne  till  last  week  to 
copy  two  or  three  Uttle  things  at  most  Bo  not  let  this  delay 
discourage  you  from  lending  me  more.  If  I  have  them  in  summer, 
I  shall  keep  them  much  less  time  than  in  winter.  I  do  not  send  my 
print  with  it  as  you  ordered  me,  because  I  find  it  is  too  laige  to 
lie  within  the  volume;  and  doubling  a  mezzotmto,  you  know, 
spoils  it  You  shall  have  one  or  more,  if  you  please,  whenever  I 
see  you. 

I  have  lately  made  a  few  curious  additions  to  my  collections  of 
various  sorts,  and  shall  hope  to  show  them  to  you  at  Strawberry  Hill. 
Adieu  1 

917.    TO  THX  HON.  H.  8,  CONWAT. 

ArUmgUm  Sbnei,  April  19, 17S4. 

I  AM  just  come  from  the  Duchess  of  Argyll's^'  where  I  dined. 
Oeneral  Warburton  was  there,  and  said  it  was  the  report  at  the 

1  Widow  of  John  CtmpbellyDiiko  of  Argyle.  She  fraa  sbfttr  to  Gonenl  Waibvrton. 
iriid  htui  boom  mM  of  hooour  to  Qnoen  Anno.— Waxifou. 


SH  BOEAOB  WAIiPOLM  LETnun.  [ITM. 

Honae  of  IiOidB»  that  yoa  are  tamed  oat — he  imiiginfid,  of  joor 
B^giment— bat  that  I  eappoee  is  a  mistake  for  the  Bedchamber.'  I 
shall  hear  more  to-night|  and  Lady  Strafford,  who  brings  yoa  thisi 
will  toll  yoa ;  though  to  be  sore  yoa  will  know  earlier  by  the  post 
to*morrow.  My  only  reason  for  writing  is,  to  repeat  to  yoa»  that 
whatever  yoa  do  I  shall  act  with  you.'  I  resent  anything  done  to 
you  as  to  mysel£  My  fortones  shall  never  be  separated  from  yoon 
— except  that  some  time  or  other  I  hope  years  will  be  great,  and  I 
am  cont^it  with  mine. 

The  Manns  go  on  with  the  basiness'— The  letter  you  received  wis 
from  Mr.  Edward  Mann,  not  from  6al/s  widow.  Adieal  I  wss 
goingtosay,myifM0TaMrffriend<--HbwdeUghtfa^  a  character 

so  onspotted,  that  the  word  dkgrace  recoils  on  those  who  diqdsce 
you  I    Yours  unalterably. 


911    TO  THE  SABL  OF  HSRTFOBIX 

AMigtam  8ktH,  AprU  tO,  1764. 

Thbrb  has  been  a  strong  report  about  town  for  these  two  dayi 
(hat  your  brother  is  dismissed,  not  only  from  the  Beddtamber,  bat 
from  his  Regiment,  and  that  the  latter  is  given  to  Lord  Pembroke. 
I  do  not  believe  it    Your  brother  went  to  Park-place  but  yesterday 
morning  at  ten :  he  certainly  knew  nothing  of  it  the  night  before 
when  we  parted,  after  one,  at  Grafton-house ;  nor  would  he  have 
passed  my  door  yesterday  without  stopping  to  tell  me  of  it :  no 
letter  has  been  sent  to  bis  house  since,  nor  were  any  orders  arrived 
at  the  War-office  at  half  an  hour  after  three  yesterday ;  nay,  though 
I  can  give  the  ministiy  credit  for  much  folly,  and  some  of  them 
credit  for  even  violence  and  folly,  I  do  not  believe  they  are  so  rash 
as  this  would  amount  to.    For  the  Bedchamber,  you  know,  your 
brother  never  liked  it,  and  would  be  glad  to  get  rid  of  it.    I  should 
be  Sony  for  his  sake,  and  for  yours  too,  if  it  went  fiffther: — gentle 
and  indifferent  as  his  nature  is,  his  resentment,  if  his  profession  were 
touched,  would  be  as  serious  as  such  spirit  and  sudi  abilities  could 

^  Mr.  Cornray  waa  dinniMed  from  all  4iii  employmenti,  cItU  and  mlUtaij,  for 
hairing  oppoaad  the  miniatry  in  tlie  Honae  of  Goinnioni»  on  tiM  qneaiioa  of  th« 
legality  of  General  WairanU,«i  the  time  of  the  proeecnUoB  of  Mr.  Wilkeafbr  the 
publication  of  the  North  Briton. — WALroLi. 

'  Mr.  Walpole  wae  then  in  the  Honae  of  Commona,  member  for  King*a  Lyan  fa 
XorfollL— WaLfouL 

'  Of  army-dothiera. — ^Wawoul 


1764.]  TO  TRB  SABL  Of  HUTYOBD.  SSB 

make  ii  I  would  not  be  the  man  that  adyised  pioTokmghim ;  and 
oneman'  has  put  himflelfwofiilly  in  Ins  power !  In  my  own  opinioB, 
this  is  one  of  the  lies  of  whioh  the  time  is  so  frcdtfiil ;  I  wotdd  not 
even  swear  that  it  has  not  the  same  parent  with  the  legend  I  sent 
yon  last  week,  relating  to  an  intended  disposition  in  oonseqnence  of 
Lord  Holland's  resignation.  The  court  oonfidentiy  deny  the  whole 
plan,  and  ascribe  it  to  the  fertility  of  Gharles  Townshend's  brain. 
However,  as  they  have  their  Gharles  Townshends  too,  I  do  not 
totally  disbelieye  it 

The  Parliament  rose  yesterday, — no  new  peers,  not  even  Irish : 
Lord  Northumberland's  list  is  sent  back  ungranted.'  The  Duke  of 
Meddenbuxgh'  and  Lord  Hali&x  are  to  have  the  garters.  Bridg- 
man*  is  turned  out  of  the  green-doth,  which  is  given  to  Dick 
y emon ;  and  his  place  of  Surveyor  of  the  Gkirdens,  which  young 
Dickinson  held  for  him,  is  bestowed  on  Cadogan.'  Dyson'  is  made  a 
Lord  of  Trade.  These  are  all  the  changes  I  have  heard — ^not  of  a 
complexion  that  indicates  the  removal  of  your  brother. 

The  foreign  ministers  agreed,  as  to  be  sure  you  have  been  told,  to 
make  Monsieur  Guerohy's  coum  cammuns  ;  and  the  Attorney-general 
has  filed  an  information  against  D^Eon :  that  poor  lunatic  was  at  the 
Opera  on  Saturday,  looking  like  Bedlam.  He  goes  armed,  and 
tlureatens,  what  I  dare  say  he  would  perform,  to  kill  w  be  killed,  if 
any  attanpt  is  made  to  seise  him. 

The  East  Indian  affairs  have  taken  a  new  turn.  Sullivan  had 
twelve  votes  to  ten :  Lord  Clive  bribed  off  one.  When  they  came 
to  the  election  of  chairman,  Sullivan  desired  to  be  placed  in  the  chair 
without  the  disgrace  of  a  ballot ;  but  it  wasdenied.  On  the  scrutiny, 
the  votes  appeared  eleven  and  eleven.  Sullivan  understood  the 
blow,  and  with  three  others  left  the  room.  Bous,  his  great  enemy, 
was  placed  in  the  chair ;  since  that,  I  think  matters  are  a  little 
compromised,  and  Sullivan  does  not  abdicate  the  direction ;  but  Lord 

*  No  doabi  Mr.  Ctooige  OrenrUle  b  here  mesnt — Omebb. 

'  This  list  waa,  Str  fiftlph  Oor^  Sir  Bidurd  King;  and  Xr.  SteplMii  Moore*  all 
cneted  peen  la  thU  ninmer  l^  the  respeetive  Uilee  of  BellUle»  Kingston,  and 
Kilworth.— Giosn. 

*  Adolphvs  Traderiok  III.  Dake  of  MeoUenbugh  Strelit^  the  Qoeen'e  brother. 
Be  died  in  1794.--Giosu. 

^  Mr.  Oeoige  Bridgmaa,  brother  of  the  fint  Lord  Bndfbid.  He  had  been  aanj 
TMnaofrejor  of  the  royai  gaideoa»  aad  vaa  edebnled  for  bla  tante  la  ornamental 
Sttdenlng.    He  died  at  Uabon,  In  17S7.— Ciosna. 

'  Probably  Chariea  Sloaae  Cadogan,  ton  of  the  •eeond  Lord  Cadogaa,  who  wai 
tTBHoter  to  Bdwaid^  Doke  of  Yoik.— Caona. 

*  Jeramlah  Dyaon,  Xiq. ;  bow  bait  lamambared  si  the  friand  of  Akanilda.-— 

CWKIBOBAK. 
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ttf  HOBACB  WAIiFOLn  LKTTSBa.  [ITM. 

Cnive,  it  18  suppoeedy  will  go  to  Bengal  in  the  atead  of  Colond  Bair^ 
as  Sidliyaa  and  Lord  Sbdbame  had  intended. 

Mr.  Pitt  is  worse  than  ever  with  the  gout  Legge's  oaae  is 
thought  T0ry  dangerous: — thus  stand  our  poUtiss,  and  probahly 
will  not  flnotnate  much  lor  some  months.  At  least— I  eoqieot  to 
have  little  more  to  tell  hefere  I  see  yon  at  Parisy  ezoept  balla^ 
weddings,  and  fidUes,  of  which,  thank  the  moon  I  we  never  have 
m  dearth :  for  one  of  the  latter  olass  we  are  oUiged  to  the  Ardi- 
faishop  [Seeker],  who,  in  lemembranee,  I  sappose,  of  his  originAl 
profession  of  nudwi&ry,'  has  ordered  some  deeent  alterations  to  be 
made  in  Sing  Henr/s  [the  Bighth's]  figoie  in  the  Tower.  Poor 
Lady  Susan  O'Brien  is  in  the  most  deploraUe  situation,  for  her 
Adonis  [O'Brien]  is  a  Boman  Gatholio,  and  cannot  be  provided  for 
out  of  his  calling.  Sir  Franois  Delaval,  being  fcmohed  by  lier 
calamity,  has  made  her  a  present'--of  what  do  yon  think^— of  a 
rich  gold  stuff  I  The  delight&l  charity !  O'Brien  comforts  himeeil^ 
and  says  it  will  make  a  shLiing  passage  in  his  little  hisfany. 

I  will  tell  yon  but  one  more  foUy,  and  hasten  to  my  signature. 
Lady  BeanUen  was  complaining  of  being  waked  by  a  noise  in  ilie 
nig^t :  my  Lord'  lepliedf  ''01^  for  my  part,  there  is  no  distorbing 
me ;  if  they  don't  wake  me  before  I  go  to  sleeps  there  is  no  waldng 
me  afterwards." 

Lady  Hervey's  table  is  at  last  arrived,  and  the  Princess's  trees, 
which  I  sent  her  last  night;  but  she  wants  nothings  for  Lady 
Banymore*  is  arrived. 

I  smiled  when  I  read  yonr  account  of  Lord  Tavistock's  ezpeditiQjn. 
Bo  you  remember  that  I  made  seven  days  firom  Calais  to  Parie^ 
by  laying  out  my  jonmeys  at  the  rate  of  travelling  in  "Rnglimd^ 
thiriy  miles  a-day ;  and  did  not  find  but  that  I  conld  have  gone  in 
athirdof  the  timePI  shall  not  be  snch  a  snail  the  next  time.  It  is 
said  that,  at  Lord  Tavistock's  retain,  he  is  to  dedde  whom  he  will 
marry.  Is  it  tme  that  the  Ohoisenls  totter,  and  that  the  Broglios 
are  to  succeed ;  or  is  there  a  Charles  Townshend  at  Yensailles  ? 
Adieu!  my  dear  lord. 

'  8m  vol  L  p.  174,  and  toL  It.  p.  160.— OvmnsosAii. 
'  JiOid  BeMdimi  (Hr.  Bnamj)  wm  an  iHihouuk— OvnnMSAii. 
*  KaqpMsiDavia, liiMr and UlreM  of  Sdwtnl,  ths  laat  YImouU MoataMhal  tf 
llai  Ibadlj,  and  widow  of  JauAH  lari  of  BaR7aNia--^0»oaa 


1764.1  TO  THE  HOV.  H.  a  OOVWAT.  m 


•19.    TO  THE  HOK.  H.  &  CONWAT. 

Btnuoberrp  ma,  Saimdag  nigki,  <^  o'ctoci^ 

Apra  81, 1764. 

I  WBin  fo  yoa  with  a  yeiy  bad  head-ache;  I  haye  paased  a 
nig^^  fiur  whieh  Qeorge  Gxenyille  and  the  Bake  of  Bedford  shall 
pasB  many  an  uneasy  one  I  Notwithstanding  I  heard  from  every- 
body  I  mei»  that  your  Begnnent,  as  well  as  Bedohamber,  were  taken 
away,  I  would  not  beUare  it»  till  last  night  the  Buohess  of  Ghrafton 
told  me,  that  the  night  befiue  the  Boohess  of  Bedford  said  to  her, 
"Axe  not  yon  Tery  sony  finr  poor  Mr.  Conway  P  He  has  lost  every- 
fhing/'  When  the  Witoh  of  Endor  pities,  <me  knows  she  has  raised 
thedeviL 

I  am  oome  hither  alone  to  pot  my  thong^is  into  some  order,  and 
to  aTOid  showing  the  first  sallies  of  my  resentment,  which  I  know 
yoa  would  dis^pirove ;  nor  does  it  beoome  your  fincoid  to  raiL  My 
anger  shall  be  a  little  more  manly,  and  the  plan  of  my  roTenge  a 
little  deeper  laid  than  in  peevish  bon-mots.  Yoa  shall  jadge  of  my 
indignation  by  its  dnrataon. 

In  the  meantime,  let  me  beg  yoa,  in  the  most  earnest  and  most 
sinoere  of  all  professions^  to  sa£Ear  me  to  make  yoor  loss  as  light  as 
it  is  in  my  power  to  make  it:  I  haye  six  thoarand  pounds  in  the 
fhndi ;  accept  all,  or  what  part  you  want  Bo  not  imagine  I  will 
be  pot  off  with  a  refoiaL  The  retrenchment  of  my  expenses,  which 
I  shaU  from  this  hoar  oommflnce,  will  oonyince  you  that  I  mean 
to  ie*plaee  yoor  fortane  as  far  as  I  can.  When  I  thong^t  yoa  did 
not  want  it,  I  had  made  another  disposition.  Yoa  haye  ever  been 
the  dearest  person  to  me  in  the  world.  Yoa  have  shown  that  yoa 
deserve  to  be  so.  You  sofifor  lor  yoor  spotless  integrity.  Can  I 
hesitate  a  moment  to  show  that  there  is  at  least  one  man  who  knows 
how  to  yalne  yoa  P  The  new  will,  which  I  am  going  to  make,  will 
be  a  testimonial  of  my  own  sense  of  virtoe. 

One  ciroomstance  has  heightened  my  resentmeni  If  it  was  not 
an  accident,  it  deserves  to  heighten  ii  The  reiy  day  on  which 
yoor  dismission  was  notified,  I  received  an  order  from  the  Treasury 
for  the  payment  of  what  money  was  due  to  me  there.  Is  it  possible 
that  thqr  could  mean  to  make  any  distinction  between  us  ?  Have 
I  separated  myself  from  you  P  Jb  there  that  spot  on  earth  where 
I  can  be  suspected  of  haying  paid  court?    Have  I  eyen  left  my 


HORACS  WALF0LV8  LBTTSBS.  [17M. 

name  at  a  Mmister's  door  sinoe  you  took  your  part  P  If  ihejr  haje 
dared  to  hint  this,  the  pen  that  is  now  writing  to  you  will  bitteiiy 
nndeoeiye  them. 

I  am  impatient  to  see  the  letters  yon  haTe  reeeiTed,  and  the 
answers  you  have  sent  Do  you  oome  to  town  P  If  you  do  not» 
I  will  oome  to  you  to-morrow  se'nnight,  that  is,  the  29ih.  I  gi^e 
no  adviee  on  anything,  because  you  are  cooler  than  I  am — not  so 
oool,  I  hope,  as  to  be  insensible  to  this  outrage,  this  viOany,  this 
injustice !  Tou  owe  it  to  your  country  to  labour  the  erferminatian 
of  such  niinisteis ! 

I  am  so  bad  a  hypocrite,  that  I  am  afraid  of  showing  how  deeply 
I  feel  this.  Yet  last  night  I  received  the  account  from  ike  Duchess 
of  Gbafton  with  more  temper  than  you  beUeve  me  capable  of:  bat 
the  agitation  of  the  night  disordered  me  so  much,  that  Iiord  John 
Oayendish,  who  was  with  me  two  hours  fliis  morning,  does  not,  I 
beUeve,  take  me  for  a  hero.  As  there  are  some  who  I  know  woidd 
enjoy  my  mortification,  and  who  probably  designed  I  should  feel  my 
share  of  it,  I  wish  to  command  myself — ^but  that  straggle  shall  be 
added  to  their  bilL  I  saw  nobody  ebe  before  I  came  away  bat 
Legge,  who  sent  for  me  and  wrote  the  enclosed  for  you.  He  wodd 
have  said  more  both  to  you  and  Lady  Ailesbury,  but  I  would  not 
let  him,  as  he  is  so  ill :  however,  he  thinks  hiniself  that  he  shall 
live.  I  hope  he  will !  I  would  not  lose  a  shadow  tiiat  can  haont 
these  mimsters. 

I  feel  for  Lady  Ailesbury,  because  I  know  she  feels  just  as  I 
do — and  it  is  not  a  pleasant  sensation.  I  will  say  no  more,  though 
I  could  write  volumes.  Adieu  I  Tours,  as  I  ever  have  been  and 
ever  will  be. 


920.    THB  HON.  H.  a  OONWAT  TO  THE  EABL  OF  H8RTF0BD.* 
Dsia  BaoffHBE:  FaHt  Fhee,  April 88, 17M. 

You  will,  I  think,  be  much  surprised  at  the  emtraorJinaiy  news 


I  received  yesterday,  of  my  total  dismission  from  his  Majesty's 
service,  both  as  Qroom   of  the  Bedchamber  and  colonel  of  a 

*  As  two  of  Walpole'i  letien,  lehtivt  to  Gensnl  Oonwi/t  ^'— '*in1,  an  vaatioft 
the  Sdiior  ft  g^  to  be  able  to  nipply  their  pUoe  \fj  two  letten  on  the  laljeel  from 
the  Gtnenl  hlmielf ;  and  as  his  dlemtiiMil  wae,  both  in  ite  prindple  and  eomeqaenee^ 
a  Toiy  important  political  erent^  aa  vail  aa  a  principal  ti^e  in  Mr.  Walpole't  eee- 
ceeding  letten,  it  is  thonght  that  General  Conway's  own  view  of  it  cannot  fril  to  be 
aoeeptable. — Caoaaa. 


1764.)  HON.  H.  &  CONWAT  TO  BABL  0?  HIBTFORD.  W 

B^limeni  Wliat  makes  it  much  siafonger  is,  that  I  do  not  hear 
that  any  of  the  many  offioen  who  voted  with  me  on  the  aame 
questions  in  the  minoriiy,  are  tamed  out  It  seems  ahnost  impossiUe 
to  oonoeive  it  should  he  so,  and  yeti  so  I  suspect  it  is ;  and  tf  it  he^ 
it  seeme  to  me  upon  the  coolest  refleetbn  I  am  able  to  give  it»  the 
luushest  and  most  unjust  treatment  ever  offiared  to  any  man  on  the 
like  ocoaaion.  I  never  gave  a  single  vote  against  the  Ministry, 
but  in  file  questions  on  the  great  constitutional  point  of  the  vxmranU. 
People  are  apt  to  dignify  with  such  titles  any  question  that  serves 
their  factious  purpose  to  maintain  ;  but  what  proved  this  to  be  really 
ao,  was  the  great  number  of  persons  who  voted  as  I  did»  having 
no  connection  with  the  Opposition^  but  determined  friends  of  the 
Ministry  in  all  their  conduct,  and  in  the  Oovemmenfs  service; 
such  as  Lord  Howe  and  his  brother,  and  several  more.  As  to  the 
rest,  I  never  gave  another  vote  against  the  Ministry.  I  refused 
being  of  the  opposition  dub,  or  to  attend  any  one  meeting  of  the 
hand,  from  a  principle  of  not  entering  into  a  scheme  of  opposition, 
but  being  free  to  follow  my  own  sentiments  upon  any  question  that 
should  arise.  On  the  Cider  Act  I  even  voted  for  the  court,  in  the 
only  vote  I  gave  on  that  subject ;  and  in  another  case,  relative  to 
tiie  supposed  assassination  of  Wilkes,  I  even  took  a  part  warmly 
in  preventing  that  silly  thing  from  becoming  an  object  of  clamour. 
So  that,  undoubtedly,  my  overt  acts  have  been  only  voting  as  any 
man  might  from  judgment,  only  in  a  very  extraordinary  and  serious 
question  of  privilege  and  personal  liberty ;  the  avowing  my  friend- 
diip  and  obligation  to  some  few  now  in  opposition,  and  my  neg* 
lecting  to  pay  court  to  those  in  the  administration ;  that  seemed  to 
me  both  an  honest  and  an  honourable  part  in  my  situation,  which 
was  something  delicate.  My  poor  judgment,  at  least,  could  point 
out  no  better  for  me  to  take,  and  I  enter  into  so  much  detail  upon 
this  old  story,  that  you  may  not  think  I  have  done  anything 
lightly  or  passionately  which  might  give  just  ground  for  this  eztra- 
ordinaiy  usage ;  and  I  must  add  to  the  account,  that  neither  in  nor 
out  of  the  House  can  I,  I  think,  be  charged  with  a  sing^  act  or 
ea^iresaon  of  oiiBUoe  to  any  one  of  his  Majesty^s  ministers.  This 
was,  at  least,  a  moderate  part;  and  after  this,  what  the  Ministry 
ahould  find  in  their  judgment,  their  justice,  or  their  prudence,  from 
my  situation,  my  conduct,  or  my  character,  to  single  me  out  and 
stigmatise  ma  as  the  proper  object  of  disgrace,  or  how  the  merit  of 
00  many  of  my  friends  who  are  acting  in  their  support,  and  whom 
they  might  think  it  possible  would  fed  hurt»  did  not,  in  their  pru- 
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dential  lig^t,  tend  to  floAen  the  xigour  ol  their  aTenion  towaxds  me^ 
doea,  I  oonieBS,  posde  me.  I  don't  exactly  know  from  what  pa^ 
ticiilar  quarter  the  bkyw  eomeB ;  bat  I  miut  think  Lord  Bute  has  at 
least  a  share  in  it»  as,  ainoe  hia  retorn^  the  conntenanoe  of  the  Kingv 
who  nsed  to  qpeak  to  me,  afUr  all  my  wte$,  ia  yisibly  altered*  and  of 
late  he  haa  not  spoke  to  me  at  alL 

So  much  for  my  politioal  history :  I  wish  it  was  as  easy  to  my 
fortune  as  it  is  to  my  mind  in  most  other  respects ;  but  tfaat»  too^ 
I  must  make  aa  easy  aa  I  can:  it  comes  milnckfly  at  the  end  of  two 
Gennan  campaigns,  which  I  felt  the  expense  of  wifli  a  much  huger 
income,  and  have  not  yet  recoyered;'  as,  &r  from  haying  any 
reward,  it  was  with  great  difficulty  I  got  the  reimbnraement  of  the 
extraordinazy  money  my  laat  command  through  Holland  coat  ms^ 
though  the  Statea-General  had,  by  a  public  act,  represented  my 
condnot  ao  adyantageoualy  to  our  Oourt;  ao  that,  on  the  whok^ 
I  think  no  man  waa  ever  more  contemptuoualy  uaed,  who  waa  not 
a  wretch  lost  in  character  and  reputetion.    It  requires  all  the 
philosophy  one  can  muater,  not  to  flhow  the  atrongeat  reseotmeni 
I  think  I  haye  as  much  aa  my  neighbours,  and  I  shall  endeavour 
to  use  it ;  yet  not  ao  aa  to  bebay  quite  an  unmanly  inacDsibility  to 
aufih  extraordinary  provocation.    EEorace  Walpde  haa,  on  this  ocea- 
aion,  ahown  that  warmth  of  friendahip  that  you  know  him  capaUe 
of,  80  atrongly  that  I  want  words  to  eigmaa  my  sense  of  it    I  have 
not  yet  had  time  to  see  or  hear  from  any  of  the  rest  of  my  fiiends 
who  are  in  the  way  of  this  buatle ;  many  of  them  have,  I  believe^ 
taken  their  part,  fiur  di£Eerent  reaaona,  another  way,  and  I  em  sure  I 
ahall  never  aay  a  word  to  make  them  abandon  what  they  think  their 
own  intereat  for  my  petty  cauae.    Nor  am  I  amdoua  enougb  in  the 
object  of  my  own  fortune  to  wiah  for  their  taking  any  atep  Umt 
may  endanger  theira  in  any  degree.     With  retrenchmeaiB  and 
economy  I  may  be  able  to  go  on,  and  thia  great  politioal  ^riieel 
that  is  always  in  motion,  may  one  day  or  other  turn  me  up^  that 
am  but  the  %  upon  it' 

I  ahall  go  to  town  for  a  few  daya  aoon,  and  probaUy  to  court,  I 
auppoae  to  be  frowned  upon,  for  I  am  not  treated  with  the  aame 
civility  aa  others  who  are  in  determined  opposition.     Give  my  best 


*  On  ihii  ooeaiioiif  Lord  Hertford,  the  Duke  tff  DerontUre,  and  Kr.  Honee 
Walpok  (etch  withmii  tlie  knowledge  of  the  otheii),  pieewd  Genenl  Oonv^j  to 
accept  from  ihem  an  income  equivalent  to  what  he  had  loet,— Cioesb. 

'  Within  litUe  more  than  a  year,  Mr.  Conway  was  Bocretaiy  of  state,  and  deader  of 
the  HooBC  of  Commons.— CaoKU. 


ncii        B09.  H.  &  ooirwAT  TO  lAsii  omiBnroBD.         m 

kve  and  cwnplinwntB  to  all  widi  y0ii»  and  bdiflTO  iii6»  dear  hrottiart 
eter  aaoat  aJfeotJopately  yoiiWy 

m.   TO  THB  HON.  H.  a  OOHWAT. 

AHuiffion  Ormt,  AprQ  ^4, 1704. 

I  BBJOiGB  that  you  feel  your  loss  so  little.  That  yoa  act  with 
dignity  and  propriety  does  not  soiprise  me.  To  have  you  behave  in 
character  and  with  characteri  is  my  first  of  all  wishes;  lor  then  it  will 
not  be  in  the  power  of  man  to  make  you  unhappy.  Ask  yourself— 
Is  there  a  man  in  England  with  whom  you  woidd  change  character? 
Is  there  a  man  in  England  who  would  not  change  with  you  P  Then 
think  how  little  they  have  taken  away ! 

For  me^  I  shall  certainly  conduct  myself  as  you  prescribe.  Towr 
friend  shall  say  and  do  nothing  unworthy  of  your  friend.  You 
govern  me  in  everything  but  one ;  I  mean,  the  disposition  I  have 
told  you  I  shall  make.  Nothing  can  alter  that  but  a  great  change 
in  your  fortune.  In  another  point  you  partly  misunderstood  me. 
That  Ishall  explain  hereafter. 

I  shall  certainly  meet  you  here  on  Sunday,  and  very  cheerfolly. 
We  may  laugh  at  a  world  in  which  nothing  of  us  wiU  remain  long 
but  our  characters.  Tours  eternally.' 


982.    THB  HON.  H.  &  COKWAT  TO  TH8  KARL  Of  HSBTFOBB. 
0BAB  BiovBn  I  LantUmf  Mag  1, 17S4. 

I  WBOTB  a  letter  some  days  ago  from  the  country,  which,  I  am 
sorry  to  find,  does  not  set  out  till  to-day,  having  been  given  to  M. 
des  Ardrets  by  Horace  Walpole,  as  it  was  one  I  did  not  choose  to 
send  by  the  post  just  at  this  time,  though  God  knows  tiiere  was  less 
in  it,  I  think,  than  almost  any  but  myself  would  have  said  on  such 
an  occasion.  I  am  sorry  it  did  not  go,  as  it  must  seem  very  strange 
to  you  to  hear  on  that  subject  from  anybody  before  me ;  had  it  been 

1  "I  dined  yeiterday  at  Deronihire Home,  s&d,  after  the  Udieihad  reUied  to  eoifee 
eoPTerwUtoa  tamed  epon  poliUeiL  I  took  the  q>portaiiity  of  aaertliig  the  neeeHl^ 
of  onion  and  immediate  activity ;  nnion  deelaiedly  with  Mr.  Pitt  and  ICr.  Torke^  and 
activity  both  in  a  aamoier  and  a  winter  plan.  Mr.  Conway  and  Mr.  Walpole  were 
pnaent:  the  Dnke  made  Bkong  general  profeadons:  Mr.  Conway  aeemed  to  think 
with  me^  and  Mr.  Walp<de  went  before  me  in  many  polnti^  bnt  no  final  Imm;  bo 
plan,  no  potitlTe  anawer  aa  to  great  indiTidnala,  and  the  whole  ended  in  indedsion.'' 
Obnrfef  Tawiulhend  to  LyUeiton,  May  2, 17SI.— CmruoBAiL 
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poBsibb,  at  the  Mane  time,  I  ahonli  b4Te  wiaihed  not  to  write  to  yoo 
upon  it  at  alL    It  is  a  satufaotion,  in  most  ntoatioPB,  oeitainly,  to 
oommmiicato  even  one's  griefiito  ilioae  fiiends  to  whom  one  can  doit 
in  oonfidenoey  but  it  is  a  pain  where  one  (hinks  it  most  gire  tiiem 
any ;  and  I  assoie  yon,  I  feel  this  sinoerely  from  the  shaxe  I  know 
your  goodness  will  take  in  tins,  upon  my  aooount^  as  well  as  that 
whidi,  in  some  respects,  it  may  give  you  on  your  own:  as  the  par- 
ticalar  distinction  with  which  I  am  honoured,  beyond  so  many  of  my 
brother  officers  who  haye  so  much  more  directly,  dedaredly,  and 
longer  been  in  real  opposiiaon  to  the  ministry,  has  great  rnikindww 
in  it  to  all  those  fiiends  of  mine  who  have  been  acting  in  their 
support    However,  I  would  not,  on  any  aoopunty  that  you  or  any  at 
them  should,  for  my  sake,  be  drove  a  singjle  step  beyond  what  is  for 
their  actual  interest  and  inclination.     Nay,  I  would  not  have  the 
latter  operate  by  itself  as  I  know,  from  their  goodness,  how  bad  a 
guide  that  mig^t  be.      I  do  not  exactly  know  the  grounds  upcm 
whidi  the  ministry  made  choice  of  me  as  the  object  of  their  ven- 
geance, for  a  crime  so  general.      The  only  one  I  have  heard,  has 
certainly  no  weight ;  it  was,  that  if  I  was  tomed  out  of  the  Bed- 
chamber,  and  not  my  Regiment,  it  would  be  a  Mnetian  given  toa 
military  men  to  oppose :  that  distinction  had  before  been  destroyed 
by  the  dismission  of  three  military  men ;  nor  did  my  remaining  in 
the  Army  afterwards  any  more  establish  it,  than  any  other  man's : 
it  was  a  paltry  excuse  for  a  thing  they  had  a  mind  to  do :  the  real 
motives  or  authors  I  cannot  yet  quite  ascertain.     I  hope,  fhoo^ 
they  turn  me  out,  fliey  cannot  disgntoe  me^  as  I  presume  fliey  wish; 
at  least,  so  (my  friends  flatter  me)  the  langnage  of  the  world  goes, 
and  I  have  at  least  the  satisfiaction  of  being  really  ignorant  myself 
by  what  part  of  my  civil  or  military  behaviour  I  could  deserve  so 
very  unkind  a  treatment    I  am  sure  it  was  not  for  want  of  any 
respect,  duty,  or  attachment  to  his  Majesiy.    I  shall  at  present  say 
no  more  on  the  subject. 

I  have  heard  from  two  or  three  different  quarters  of  a  disagreeable 
accident  you  have  had  in  your  chaise,  and  calling  by  chance  at  ihe 
Duke  of  Qralbon's  this  morning,  he  read  me  apostscript  in  aletterof 
yours,  wherein  you  describe  it  as  a  thing  of  no  consequence.  I  was 
rejoiced  to  hear  it,  and  should  have  been  obliged  for  a  line  from  any 
of  your  family  to  tell  me  so ;  for  one  often  hears  those  things  so  dis- 
agreeably represented,  that  it  is  pleasant  to  know  the  tmtL 

Ton  are  delightfal  in  writing  me  a  long  letter  the  other  day,  and 
never  mentioning  M.  de  Pompadour's  death ;  so  that  I  flatiy  contra- 
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dkted  iiat  fint,  to  those  iliat  told  me  of  ii  I  am  obliged  to  youlbr 
yonr  intention  of  showing  ciyiUty  to  my  fieiend  Oolonel  Keith ;  I 
think  youirill  like  him. 

I  hear  in  town  that  we  hare  some  little  diapnieB  starring  xxp  with 
onr  new  friends  on  your  side  the  water,  about  thelimitsof  their  fishery 
on  Newfonndland,  and  a  fint  building  on  Si  Pierre :  but  I  ^peak 
from  no  authority. 

We  are  all  sorry  here  at  a  somuse,  that  M.  de  Ghierchy  does  not 
intend  to  return  among  us,  being  too  much  hurt  at  the  bdiaTiour  of 
his  fiiends  of  the  ministry  in  those  letters  so  in£Eanously  published 
bylVEon.  I  hope  it  is  only  report  Adieu  I  dear  brother:  giro  my 
loTe  and  compliments  to  all  your  fSEunily,  as  also  Lady  Aylesbur/s ; 
and  beUeye  me  ever  sincerely  and  aflGBolionately  yours* 

H*  S«  0« 

I  am  here  only  for  a  few  days,  having,  as  you  will  imagine,  not 
many  temptations  to  keep  me  fran  the  country  at  this  tame. 

I  hope,  by  this  time,  your  pheasants,  Ac,  are  sb&  at  the  end  of 
their  journey. 


938.    TO  OEORQE  MONTAGU,  SSa 

*    AHmgUm  aireei,  May  10, 17^. 

I  HOPE  I  have  done  well  for  you,  and  that  you  will  be  content 
with  the  execution  of  your  commission.  I  have  bought  you  two 
pictures.  No.  14,  which  is  by  no  means  a  good  picture,  but  it  went 
so  cheap  and  looked  so  old-fashionably,  that  I  ventured  to  give 
eighteen  shillings  for  ii  The  other  is  very  pretty,  Na  17;  two 
sweet  diildren,  undoubtedly  by  Sir  Peter  Ldy.  This  costs  you  four 
poimdB  ten  shillings ;  what  shall  I  do  with  them — ^how  convey  them 
to  youP  The  picture  of  Lord  Romney,'  which  you  are  so  fond  of, 
was  not  in  this  sale,  but  I  suppose  remains  with  Lady  Sidney.  I 
bought  for  myself  much  the  best  picture  in  the  auction,  a  fine 
Yandyck  of  the  famous  Lady  Carlisle  and  her  sister  Leicester  in  one 
piece :  it  cost  me  nine-and-twenty  guineas.' 

In  general  the  pictures  did  not  go  high,  which  I  was  glad  of;  that 
the  vidture'  who  sells  them  may  not  be  more  enriched  than  could 

^  Heniy  Sidney,  Eui  of  Roauiey ;  the  handieme  Sidney,  of  Oe  Gmmmont,  and 
llonl^^'t  diitaBi  relation. — CmiVDiaBAV. 

*  Thle ftne doaUo portnii by  Yandbrek, aold  at  the  Stiavbeny  HiU nlete iSlA 
It  hung  oTer  the  ehimney  in  the  Bound  Dfawing-nxuD.*CunriiraHAK. 

'  The  wltare  was  Lady  Tonge,  who  inherited  half  of  Penahunt  by  the  will  of  Lady 
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be  helped.    There  was  a  idiole-letigfli  of  8b  Hemy  Sidii^ 

numld  ha^e  liked,  bat  it  went  for  fifteen  gdneM.     Thus  ends  half 

flie  g^xy  of  PeiiBhiiirt  t    Not  one  of  the  mimatores  was  add. 

I  go  to  Strawberry  to-monow  tox  a  week.  Whendo  yon  eome  to 
IVogmoreP  I  wish  to  know,  beoanse  I  Bhall  go  aoon  to  Park-plaoe^ 
and  woaU  not  mifls  the  Yiflit  you  hare  promised  me.    Adieal 


M4.    TO  8IB  HORACI  MAKK. 

Armokrrf  ffiU,  Mof  14, 17<4. 

I HATK  leoeiyed  three  letters  from  you,  my  dear  Sir,  on  the  bade 
of  one  another,  with  aoooonts  of  the  Duke  of  York's  motions,  reoep- 
tions,  and  entertainments.  I  give  you  a  thousand  thanks  for  them; 
they  have  amused  me  aa  mubh  aa  I  suppose  they  haye  Taxed  flie 
phimtoma  at  Borne.*  It  must  be  grieYooa  to  them  to  be  noaed  on 
their  own  Oatholio  dunghill. 

I  said  you  would  die  insohrent ;  I  now  tell  you  you  will  kill  youi^ 
self  before  you  are  insolyeni  You  are  not  made  for  such  fidagncs. 
I  approve  what  you  have  done  as  muoh  as  hisBoyal  Hig^eas  does; 
but  though  you  rqpre^mi  the  strongest  nation  in  the  worid,  you  must 
reoollect  you  are  one  of  its  weakest  members.  Your  seal  ia  rig^t, 
your  expense  oould  not  be  better  placed  than  for  your  Eing'a  brother; 
but  the  Lord  send  you  well  out  of  all  this  I  It  hurts  me,  too,  to  think 
that  before  your  festivities  are  cold  you  will  reoeive  the  news  of  your 
brother's  death.  Be  blooded,  go  to  bed,  and  oompose  yourseUl  I 
wish  poor  Dr.  Gooehi,  with  his  calm  philosophy,  was  at  your  elbow; 
the  agitation  of  your  mind  and  body  will  give  you  a  fever. 

Your  brother  Ned  forgot  to  tell  me  of  Horace's  intended  journey 
to  Florence :  you  know  how  much  I  have  wished  it ;  and  though 
you  di£Eered  with  me,  I  foresee  the  transport  with  which  you 
will  embrace  him.  He  is  a  most  amiable  lad,  and  a  veiy  y(m  in 
gentleness. 

What  shall  I  tell  you  of  England  P  Nothing  that  I  can  approve 
or  that  you  must  disapprove,  therefore  I  shall  say  little  on  it,  and 
desire  you  will  say  less.  I  can  never  doubt  your  affection ;  but 
I  am  not  so  selfish  as  to  expect  you  should  hurt  yourself  merely  to 
show  me  that  you  feel  for  my  friends.     In  short,  you  and  I  are  so 

Browiiknr.    The  lart  Btri  of  Leimter.  of  the  Sidney  fianQy,  died  ia   17iSL— 
CvmiwaBAM. 
'  The  Preieader  and  his  soai. — WaiiVou. 
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euoasutanoed  at  present  that  it  iroold  not  be  just  in  me  to  make 
you  flie  depositoiy  of  my  disgusts ;  nor  wise  in  yon  to  enter  into 
them.  I  w31  therefore  only  write  yon  news  as  I  need  to  do,  withoat 
comments ;  and  yon  will  talk  to  me  in  retom  of  things  of  as  Uttle 
moment  To  tibe  immediate  purport  of  this  ezordinmy  and  to  what 
I  am  going  to  tell  yon,  I  insist  tlmt  yon  make  me  not  one  word  of 
reply.  If  you  are  silent,  I  shall  know  yonr  heart;  but  if  yon  utter 
a  syllable  I  will  only  look  upon  it  as  a  oomplimeni  Mr.  Gonway ' 
is  turned  out  of  the  King's  Bedchamberi  and  ont  of  his  Begimeni 
You  will  judge  of  my  love  for  you,  when  even  my  love  for  him  is 
sQent  on  sooh  a  prooeeding.  One  would  think  that  he  was  aotoated 
by  the  same  motives,  for  his  temper,  patience^  resignation,  are  beyond 
example.  His  calmness  and  content  prove  how  mudi  his  mind  is  at 
t3ase.  He  would  not  bear  his  suflEenngs  with  snch  fortitade  if  his 
eonduct  had  not  been  as  pure  as  virtoe  itsell  Indeed  Us  phUoaophy 
goes  foither  than  I  like,  for  it  extends  to  me.  He  has  insisted  that 
I,  who  am  for  £pom  sodi  sbnoism,  should  be  as  ndld  as  he  is.  It  is 
difficidt  to  govern  (me's  own  passions,  but  much  more  hard  to  let 
any  body  else  govern  them.  Yet»  here  I  sit,  with  my  arms  folded, 
snd  am  to  wait  till  Yirtne  is  pleased  to  acknowledge  us  as  her  mar^ 
tyrs.  She  must  make  haste,  or  I  shall  lose  my  patience;  nay, 
when  she  does  arrive^  I  believe  I  shall  be  so  honest  as  to  tell  her 
thai  she  is  obliged  to  Mr.  Oonway,  not  to  me,  for  my  wearing  her 
Uveiy. 

I  will  inquire  for  a  ship  to  send  you  two  copies  of  B'Eon's  book, 
aa  you  desire.  It  will  divert  you  extremely.  He  premises  another 
soon,  but  I  conclude  he  has  wasted  his  materials  already,  and  that 
his  next  publication  wiU  make  him  entirely  forgotten.  He  told 
peojde  in  the  Park  the  other  day,  that  Madame  de  Querohy  (who  is 
remarkably  plain),  was  going  to  Paris,  to  take  Madame  de  Pompa- 
dour's place.  We  do  not  hear  that  it  is  seriously  filled  up ;  I  mean 
in  the  cabinet,  for  in  the  Bedchamber  it  has  lox^  been  executed 
by  deputies.    Adieu! 

*  HcBiy  Bejmonx  (kmmj,  naly  bvotlMr  of  Viaaci^  Sail  of  Hortford,  and  mflmber 
for  TiMtfonl,  WW  lamed  o«t  of  w  Us  empk^menta  for  oppodng  the  AdminlitnUoa 
on  tiie  qnMtioa  of  tiw  l^piUijr  of  Gonend  WwrMtay — Walmu. 


iM  HOBACX  WALPOUra^LRnEBBu  [lT4i 


925.    TO  THE  EABL  OF  HEBTFORD. 
MTDsAftLoui:  AHmghn  Stn^  Mt^  tT,  17U.     Vergf^i^ 

I  AH  just  oome  home,  and  find  a  letter  from  yon,  which  giyea  me 
too  much  pain  *  to  let  me  reost  answering  it  diieclly  (though  past 
one  in  the  morning),  as  I  go  out  of  town  early  to-morrow. 

I  must  hegai  with  telling  you,  let  me  feel  what  I  will  from  it, 
how  much  I  admire  it  It  is  equal  to  the  difficulty  of  your  situ- 
ation, and  expressed  with  all  the  feeling  whidi  must  possess  you. 
I  will  show  it  your  brother,  as  there  is  nothing  I  would  not  and 
will  not  do  to  preserve  the  harmony  and  friendship  which  has  so 
much  distinguished  your  whole  lives. 

You  have  guessed,  give  me  leave  to  say,  at  my  wishes,  raiiier 
Ihan  answered  to  anything  I  have  really  expressed.    The  truth  was, 
I  had  no  right  to  deUyer  any  opinion  on  so  important  a  step  as  you 
have  taken,  without  being  asked.    Had  you  consulted  me,  which 
certainly  was  not  proper  for  you  to  do,  it  would  hare  been  with  flie 
utmost  reluctance  that  I  should  have  brou^t  myself  to  utter  my 
sentiments,  and  only  flien,  if  I  had  been  p^»uaded  fliat  friendship 
exacted  it  from  me ;  for  it  would  have  been  a  great  deal  for  me  to 
have  taken  upon  myself:  it  would  have  been  a  step,  either  way, 
liable  to  subject  me  to  reproach  from  you  in  your  own  mind,  though 
you  would  have  been  too  generous  to  have  blamed  me  in  any  oilMsr 
way.    Now,  my  dear  lord,  do  me  the  justice  to  say,  that  the  part 
I  have  acted  was  the  most  proper  and  most  honourable  one  I  could 
take.    Did  I,  have  I,  dropped  a  syllable,  endeavouring  to  bias  your 
judgment  one  way  or  the  other  ?    My  constant  language  has  been, 
that  I  could  not  think,  when  a  younger  brother  had  taken  a  part 
disagreeable  to  his  elder,  and  totally  opposite,  even  without  con- 
sulting him,  that  (he  elder  was  under  any  obligation  to  relinquish 
his  own  opinion,  and  adopt  the  younger's.    In  my  heart  I  undoubt- 
edly wished  that,  even  in  party,  your  union  should  not  be  dissolved ; 
for  that  union  would  be  the  strength  of  both. 

^  It  ieenu  thfti  Ur.  Walpolo^  in  one  of  the  letten  not  tend,  had  ezpraMed  &  deiira 
that  Lord  Hertford  ehonld  reient^  in  iome  dedded  nuumer,  the  dJHmiil  of  hk 
htother;  bat  he^  in  the  oonne  of  this  letter,  reoolleeti  thst  at  the  yoonger  brother 
had  aeted  not  onlj  withoat  oonoert  with  Lord  Hertford,  bat  in  direct  opposition  fe 
hie  opinion  and  adnoe,  there  wae  no  kind  of  roaaon  why  his  lordship  shoold  take  any 
extreme  Btepa.-*CBou». 


ITM.]  TO  THB  SABL  OF  RBBTfO^  SS7 

This  is  the  sanunaiy  of  a  text  on  wfaioli  I  Yukre  infinitely  more  to 
say ;  bnt  the  post  is  so  fu  from  being  a  proper  conTeyanoe,  that  I 
flunk  die  most  private  letter  transmitted  in  the  most  seeore  manner 
is  Boaroely  to  be  trostecL  Should  I  resolve,  if  yon  require  it»  to  be 
more  ezplunt  (and  I  oertainly  shall  not  think  of  saying  a  word  more, 
jEoieu  I  know  tiiat  it  is  stron^y  yoor  desire  I  shoold),  it  mnst  only 
be  vipcfa  the  most  positive  assoranoe  on  your  honour  (and  on  flieir 
lumonr  as  striedy  given  too)  that  not  a  syllable  of  what  I  shall  say 
shall  be  communioated  to  any  person  living.  I  ezoept  fiobodjfp 
ezoept  my  Lady  and  Lord  Beauehamp.  What  I  should  say  now  is 
now  of  no  eonaequenoe,  but  for  your  information.  It  oan  tend  to 
nothing  else.  It  therefore  does  not  signify^  whether  said  now,  or  at 
any  distant  time  hereafter,  or  when  we  meet  li^  as  perhaps  you 
may  at  first  suppose,  it  had  the  least  view  towards  makuig  you  quit 
your  embassy,  you  should  not  know  it  at  all ;  for  I  think  that  would 
be  the  idlest  and  most  unwise  step  you  could  take ;  and  believe  me, 
my  afleetion  for  your  brother  will  never  make  me  saorifice  your 
honour  to  his  interest.  I  have  loved  you  both  unalteraUy,  and 
without  the  smallest  doud  between  us,  firom  children.  It  is  true,  as 
you  observe,  Ihat  party,  with  many  other  mischiefB,  produces  dis* 
sensions  in  fomilies.  I  can  by  no  means  sgtee  with  you,  fliat  all 
party  is  founded  in  interest-Hsurely,  you  cannot  think  that  your 
hrstiier's  conduct  was  not  the  result  of  the  most  unshaken  honour 
and  conscience^  and  as  surely  the  result  of  no  interested  motive? 
You  are  not  less  mistaken,  if  you  believe  tikat  the  present  state  oi 
party  in  this  country  is  not  of  a  most  serious  nature,  and  not  a  mere 
contention  for  power  and  em^qyments.'  That  topic,  however,  I 
ahall  pass  over ;  the  diBonssion,  perhqM,  would  end  where  it  began. 
As  you  know  I  never  tried  to  bring  you  to  my  opinion  before,  I  am 
yery  unlikely  to  aim  at  it  now.  Let  this  and  the  rest  of  this  subject 
deep  for  the  present  I  trust  I  have  convinced  you  that  my 
behaviour  has  been  both  honourable  and  respectful  towards  you ; 
and  that,  though  I  think  with  your  brother  and  am  naturally  very 
warm,  I  have  acted  in  the  most  dispassionate  manner,  and  had 
recourse  to  nothing  but  silenoe,  when  I  was  not  so  happy  as  to  meet 
you  in  opinion. 

This  subject  has  kept  me  so  long,  and  it  is  so  very  late,  that  you 
will  forgive  me  if  I  only  skim  over  the  gaaette  part  of  my  lettcos- 
my  next  shall  be  more  in  my  old  gossipping  style. 

>  Y^  in  froqiNiiipnMdiiigpMMgMy  Mr.  Walpolerepntenta  the  oonflieU  of  partiM 
u  only  m  coate&tlon  for  power  and  place. — Caonia. 


»S  HORACl  WAIfOUra  LKnSBS.  [UH 

Dr.  TerAk  and  Dr.  Lambe  are  made  Bishape  of  Loadoa  and 
Peterborough  witfaoot  the  nomination  or  approbation  of  tibe  IGoiB- 
ten.  The  Doke  of  Bedibrd  dedared  tUs  wannly,  &r  ymi  know 
hiB  own  Adminifltration '  always  allow  him  to  dedbre  his  genuine 
opinion,  that  fliey  may  haTO  tbe  credit  of  making  him  alter  il  He 
was  still  more  siaprised  at  the  CShanoellor's  being  made  an  ead 
[Northington]  without  his  knowledge^  ttAer  he  had  gone  oat  of  town, 
blaming  the  GhaneeUor's  coldness  on  D'Eon's  a&dr,  whioh  is  now 
dropped.  Three  nuoqdsates  going  to  be  giyen  to  Lords  Onrdigan, 
Northnmberiandi  and  Townshend,  may  not  ]^ease  his  graoe  moie^ 
though  they  may  his  Minister  [Mr.  Bigby],  who  may  be  glad  his 
master  is  angry,  as  it  may  prodnoe  a  good  qoieting  dxang^t  lor 
himsel£ 

The  Norflinmberlands  are  retained;  Hamilton  is  dismiaand,  and 
the  Earl  of  Drogheda*  made  Seeretaiy  in  his  roonu 

Mitehell  *  is  recalled  by  desire  of  this  Oooi^  who  requested  to  have 
it  done  witlioat  giving  their  reasons,  as  Sir  Gharies  WilUama  had 
been  sent  from  Berlin  in  the  same  manner. 

Ookmel  Johnston  *  is  also  recalled  from  Minoroa.  He  had  been 
very  wrong-headed  with  his  governor.  Sir  Biehard  [Lyttelfam]; 
that  wound  was  scaroe  dosed,  when  the  judicious  deputy  chose  to 
turn  out  a  brother-in-law  of  Lord  Bute.  Lady  Falkener's  daoj^ter 
IS  to  be  married  to  a  young  rich  Mr.  Orewe,*  a  Maearone,  and  of  oar 
Loo.  Mr.  Skreene  has  married  Miss  Sumner,  and  her  broflier  gives 
herlO,OOOiL    Goodnight!    The  Watchman  cries  three ! 


92e.    TO  THOKAS  PTTT,  ESQ.* 
DsAm  Sn:  JSHmmAenp HiU, /twc S^  1761. 

Tou  tell  me  a  report  has  been  maliciously  raised  and  propagated 
by  Mr.  Grenville's  enemies,  iliat  in  the  converBatlon  which  passed 

>  He  means  the  Dnke'i  poHtleal  frienda,  Mr.  Bigby,  Ibo.— Oaoin. 

*  CfaMleiyBariaiidfirit  Man|iihofDn^ghed*»whomeRMdIxMP^ 
Ledj  Anne ;  he  died  in  188S,  at  •  great  age.— Cbokbi. 

'  Miaieter  ftmn  Um  eonrt  of  Ptaieia  to  LondoiL^-CaoKU. 

^  See  ToL  IL  p,  2S.-— CuranoBUL 

■  John  Crave,  laq.,  married  17th  of  ]ia7,1764,to  Mim  F^wkener,  dfl«bler  ol 
Sir  ETenrd  Fawkener,  by  his  wife,  daughter  of  old  Geneml  ChvicUU;  died  1758. 
See  ToL  iL  pp.  74, 76,  and  816.— O^imnHOBAii. 

*  Kowflnt  eoUeetod.  From  the  OreiiTille  Pipen,  ToLiLp.88S.  "OntheSnt 
of  Jvne,  I  reeelted  a  lettei  from  Mr.  Thomaa  Fit^  desiiiag  me  to  eontiadiet  a 
npoit  said  to  eome  from  me»  ebaiging  Mr.  GiwviUo  wtth  having  said  that  if 


1H4.]  TO  MB.  Pm.  W 

at  your  hanBB,  Mr.  GieiiYille  BsiAf  that  if  Mr.  Oaawuj  voted  lo 
PailiaHieiit  tkooaUng  to  his  eonacieiice^  he  was  anfli  to  have  any 
oommand  in  the  Emg's  army.  Ton  add,  that  what  makes  this 
veport  more  painfol  to  Mr.  GreiiTille^  is  that  I  am  said  not  to  have 
disoonraged  it :  and  you  oondnde  with  desiring,  if  I  agree  with  your 
atato  of  that  oonversation  (whioh  you  send  me  to  refresh  my 
memory),  tibat  I  wonld  nse  my  endeaTonrs  to  put  a  stop  to  a  ground- 
less  report. 

I  wfll  begin  with  teDing  yon,  that  I  am  far  from  having  forgot  the 
oonversation  yon  mention.  At  the  very  time  it  passed  I  thought  it 
80  extraordinary,  that  the  next  day  I  wrote  down  an  aoooont  of  it; 
as  I  did  also  of  what  I  heard  passed  at  Mr.  Qienville's  on  the  same 
aubjeot  I  have  it  at  this  moment  lying  before  me,  and  therefore 
can  speak  very  aooorately  on  that  topio. 

li^  therefore,  yon  ask  me  whether  Mr.  Qrenville  said  totidem 
veihis,  that  if  Mr.  Gonway  voted  in  Parliament  aooording  to 


lIr.06Mraj  voted  seooidiiif  to  hli  sooMlMM^bt  arati  bstomidosi  Urn  had 
ih&f  diwMd  ttp  tlM  ml  npoii  and  mbftaaeo  in  alMiird  t«niii  thiil  nobodj  mli^i 
beltofeli 

*I  immtfiatalj  oompnlMiided  tliAt  tUi  vbs  s  msndate  iMud  to  bm^  m  sb  Inftrior 
oAfltr  ol  tbt  faAaqmr,  to  Joitity  OmvUlo  and  sMKifiot  my  Mend.  I  peneivod,  Iqo» 
Um  adfiatage  ihaj  had  put  into  my  lumd^  and  deiennined  to  m^e  the  meet  of  it 
FlU'e  letter  waa  ao  Inendibly  weak,  and  owned  ao  mndi,  thai  nothing  waa  eaaier  than 
toeonfctelk  To  add  to  thefar  eoaftuloii»IhadprHerfedeneimhMilaaoriheiwo 
aoBfwaatioQa  with  Fit!  and  GfenTiU%  of  which  they  had  no  anqiidoB. 

"I  felt  the  opportoniiy  of  doing  Jnatiee  both  to  Hr.  Conway  and  to  myaelf ;  and  ot 
naUag  Mr.  GmTiUe  nadentand,  thai  if  he  did  not  do  me  Joailee  in  the  legahrity 
of  my  poymenta,he  waa  ai  my  mercy,  and  maai  eipeet  thoae  letteia  woald  be  laid 
befoie  the  pnblic^  if  not  befote  the  Houe  of  Oommona. 

"  Thia  I  hinted  obeennly,  being  determined  t^  nothing  bat  peneentlon  ahonld 
dffifemetothaiatep.  KnowiBg»howefir,tlieaamwae«ofOnmvlUe^aadiid»itwaa 
naefel  tocub  him  by  thia  menaoe,  aa  I  did,  too,  in  the  CSonnter-Addreai,  and  Toiy  ano- 
eeiaftilly.  I  wrote  a  long,  firm,  and  nnpleaaant  letter  in  anawer  to  Pltt'a,  Mid  reeeiTod 
another  ftom  him  before  there  eonld  be  time  for  it  (aa  he  waa  in  CornwaB),  but  by 
Ofenvilla'a  opening  mine  at  the  poai;  for  with  him  it  waa  eoneeried;  udyetao 
aimsyf  eo  ftllen  from  the  arroganoe  of  the  former  waa  their  reply,  tiiat  I  eijoyod  not 
only  trimnph,  but,  I  own,  the  teaaing  amnaement  of  keeping  them  in  hot  water  aumy 
montha;  the  only  nee  I  lAowed  myialf  to  amke  of  thooe  kttera  in  panlahiag  their 
culpable  beharioor— moderate  rengeanee  enough  after  meh  iniolenoe  I  and  in  whidi, 
when  I  had  ndbred  the  period  to  eUpee,  GrsnTiDe  waaikr  from  haTing  the  generoaity 
to  imitaie  me.  My  paymenta  were  eareftiUy  made  before  the  PailiameDi  opeaed. 
When  I  had  let  the  leialon  paaa  OTor  withont  making  nae  of  the  material!  la  aiy  haada» 
aa  embaigo  waa  laid  on  the  inoome  of  my  employment  Haye  I  been  nigiiat  in 
aayiag  thaialmoat  any  itepe  that  are  lawfoUy  takea  agaiaat  banditti,  were  joatlfiabie 
agidaBt  aodi  Biea  t 

"  Bat  I  fonnd  meana  to  retaliate,  without  Tiolating  the  atrieteat  law  of  honour ;  nor 
have  Ihey  been  able  to  raproaeh  me,  though  I  had  aneh  opportuniUea  of  reaembling 
ihoBL  Hapidfar,  I  ahaU  aot  have  oocaaioB  to  lay  more  ol  myaelf  for  amay  pagM»  for 
tlMai^/alepraot^theoppoaitioadid.''  WaffoU  i  Mmtiain  </ ikorge  III.  loL  iL 
p.  Id— €vv«n»B4it 


MO  HORACE  WALPOLVB  LETTIUta  09H> 

ooiiBci0iice»  he  wbs  unfit  to  bave  any  eonunand  in  the  anny  P  I 
answer  directly  and  tmlyy  no :  I  never  heard  liim  say  thoee  words, 
nor  have  I  oertainly  ever  said  lie  did.  Yet  I  think  the  report  nuy 
easily  have  arisen  from  what  he  assuredly  did  say,  and  which  I  avow 
I  have  said  he  said. 

Mr.  GrenviDe  said  twioe»  He  King  eannai  trmi  his  army  m  tie 
hmdB  qf  ihtm  ^eho  are  agamd  kit  measures*  Now  give  me  leave  to 
pat  yon  a  little  in  mind.  The  expression  of  the  Kmg  noi  tnutiof 
hie  army  in  eueh  hande^  yon  first  draped  yourself  in  my  room.  Too 
eannot  ferget  Ihe  surprise  it  oecasimied  in  me,  and  fiie  answer  I 
madeyon.  Didlnot, — ^I  ask  you  upon  your  hcmonr, — reply,  "Oood 
God !  Mr.  Pitt,  what  are  you  going  to  do  with  (lie  army  P  or  whst 
do  you  think  Mr.  Gonway  is  going  to  do  P  Do  you  think  he  is  going 
into  rehellionP  If  flie  tenour  of  Mr.  Conway's  servioes  and 
character  do  not  entitle  him  to  be  trusted  with  a  regfanent^  I  do  not 
know  what  can  entitle  any  man  to  one.  Is  he  fiM)tious  P  what  do 
you  think  he  is  going  to  do  P  *'  Mr.  Ghenville  at  nighty  in  your 
room,  twice  used  the  same  expression  of  not  trmKng  the  army  la 
hie  hande. 

I  did  then,  and  still  think  Ihem  the  most  extraordinaiy  wonls 
ever  used  by  English  Minister.  I  repeated  the  same  answer  that  I 
made  to  you.  I  q>peial  to  yourseb^  whether  this  is  not  strictly  trueP 
When  I  saw  Mr.  Gonway,  I  told  him  of  these  words  beliHe  Lady 
Ailesbury ;  I  mentioned  them  to  the  Duke  of  Devonshire ;  I  believe, 
when  it  was  agreed  the  Duke  of  Richmond  should  be  present  at  the 
conv^rarsation  between  Mr.  Grenville  and  lb.  Conway,  I  told  them  to 
his  Giace»  but  of  this  I  will  not  be  positive.  I  do  know  that, 
to  prevent  any  mistakes  thereafter,  I  set  down  the  very  words ;  and 
I  am  g^  I  did  so.  That  paper  has  been  seen  by  tiiose  who  will 
bear  me  witness  that  it  is  no  new  account,  nor  do  yon  or  Mr. 
Grenville  I  dare  to  say  suspect  me  capable  of  having  written  it  now, 
and  calling  it  an  old  account ;  nor  could  it  be  necessary.  I  desired 
to  have  you  fi>r  witness  to  my  converBation  with  Mr.  Grenville,  being 
so  much  convinced  of  the  rigid  strictness  of  your  honour,  thatthough 
much  more  Mr.  Grenville's  tnesiA  than  mine,  I  was  sure  you  would 
do  me  justice,  if  it  should  be  necessary  to  appeal  to  you.  I  do 
appeal  to  you  in  the  most  solemn  manner ;  nay,  I  appeal  to  Mr. 
Grenville  himself,  whether  every  syllable  that  I  have  here  stated  to 
yon  be  not  most  scrupubusly  and  conscientiously  true, — not  only  in 
syllables,  but  in  sense  and  purport ;  for  I  would  scom  to  r^ort 
words,  however  true,  which  yet,  by  adding  to  or  taking  fixmi,  I  should 
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set  in  a  diffarent  Hght  tmrn  that  in  whioh  they  were  intended  by  the 
speaker. 

I  now  oome  to  the  case  as  yon  state  it,  which  in  general  agrees 
very  much  with  my  own  paper ;  but  we  differ  widely  in  the  oon- 
dnsions  we  draw  from  wbat  passed.  Yon  allow  I  insisted  principally 
upon  the  high  point  of  honour  and  delicacy  of  sentiment  in  Mr. 
Oonway,  and  that  I  thought  him  incapable,  m  any  mtuatiai^  of  doing 
anything  but  from  mere  motires  of  conscience  and  honour.  Has  he 
not  acted  invariably  as  I  foretold  P  Has  he  not  sacrificed  his  fortone 
to  his  oonsoience  P  and  do  you  not,  ipsLssimis  verbis,  own,  that  it  would 
have  been  an  absurdity  in  Mr.  Grenville  to  say  Mr.  Oonway  was 
unfit  to  have  any  command  in  the  King's  army  if  he  voted  according 
to  his  conscience ;  unless,  indeed,  hia  eanscienee  leading  him  to  a 
systematical  opposition  to  the  Sing's  Government,  tin  that  cote  Mr. 
Orenviib  may  he  eamtrued  to  have  said  thai  such  a  eoneeience  must 
render  it  very  difficult  and  unlikely  for  him  to  continue  long  in  his 
situationP  Without  dwelling  on  Ihe  woidSf  such  a  oanscienee  (though 
a  man  actbg  uniformly  in  opposition,  against  his  interest,  may  be 
supposed  as  consoientioiis  as  a  man  acting  uniformly  with  his  interest 
for  Government),  it  is  evident  from  your  words  and  opinions,  that  if 
Mr.  Conway's  conscience  led  him  to  opposition,  he  probably  would 
be  removed.  I^  therefore,  Mr.  Conway's  conscience  let  him,  not  to 
systematical  opposition,  but  to  opposition  to  one  single  measure,  and 
yet  he  has  been  dismissed,  will  not  the  world  say  with  reason — 
indeed,  can  it  say  otherwiseP  than — ^that  Mr.  Grenville's  declared 
opimon  let  him  to  remove  officers  for  systematical  opposition  firom 
conscience,  and  that  the  practice  has  been  to  remove  them  for  one 
single  conscientious  vote  P  And  unless  Mr.  Grenville  declares  (which 
I,  tf  autiiorised,  will  publish  with  pleasure)  that  he  had  no  hand  in 
the  removal  of  Mr.  Oonway,  I  do  not  see  how  anybody  can  help 
fliTOViTig  tiiat  lb.  Ghrenville's  opinion  and  practice  went  together. 
You  approve  the  wisdom  of  removing  men  in  the  former  case ;  I 
wonder  you  did,  even  in  speculation ;  surely  the  execution  has  not 
convinced  yon  of  tiie  wisdom  of  this  measnie,  which  has  so  much 
ofiSanded  mankind,  and  has  intimidated  nobody.  For  in  all  this  you 
must  see  clearly,  that  if  I  contradicted  the  essence  of  the  report,  I 
must  contradict  you  and  the  truth,  who  agree  together. 

Yon  allow  I  was  positive  in  opinion,  that  Mr.  Conway  neither 

was,  nor  intended  to  be  in  opposition ;  I  was  most  assuredly  of  that 

opinion,  and  am  now  convinced  that  I  was  in  the  right,  as  in  every 

question  that  did  not  relate  to  the  Warrants  he  voted  with  the 
YOU  XT.  a 
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AdxnixustratioiL  Li  ilie  neoct  ^fdat,  "wiuoh  is  matter  of  iSfgisSan,  yoa 
think  Mr.  Grenville  showed  every  mark  of  kindness  and  ficiendlj 
disposLtion  to  Mr.  Oonway.  Give  me  leaye  to  say  it  did  not  strike 
me  in  that  lig^t.  Mr.  Gienyille^  witili  great  warmth  and  eagemessi 
persisted  in  thinking  Mr.  Oonway  voted  in  oppositian,  which  oooa- 
SLonedy  what  yon  own,  my  repeated  deolarations  of  believing  the 
oontrary.  This  did  not  strike  me  as  any  great  mark  of  VindTifWR  or 
oonfidenoe  to  either  Mr.  Conway  or  me.  Lees  did  I  think  it  kmd  to 
insist  with  the  vehemenoe  Mr.  Orenville  nsed,  on  positive  declarations 
from  Mr.  Oonway.  Such  oommands  appear  to  me  highly  muxm- 
stitational,  and  therefore  I  do  not  see  how  they  can  be  niade  vdth 
firiendahip  to  the  party.  Those  demands  of  positive  deolaratum  were^ 
I  believe,  made  before  the  Doke  of  Biohmond^  as  well  as  to  me. 

You  know  I  went  so  fu  as  to  tell  yon  that  Mr.  Oonway  was^  I 
firmly  believed,  not  only  not  in  opposition,  but  shonld  he  be  ever  so 
ill-nsed,  and  the  Ministry  shonld  propose  a  question  which  he  theng^t 
right  for  this  oonntry,  he  would  vote  for  it.  I  remain  ezaefly  of  the 
same  opinion.  He  has  been  as  ill,  as  hardly,  and  as  unjustly  used, 
as  ever  man  was ;  and  yet  he  will  do  what  he  thinks  rights  though 
his  behaviour  may  serve  his  bitterest  enemies ;  for  he  will  never 
suffer  his  personal  resentments  to  oany  him  to  do  a  wrong  thing; 
even  to  his  foes,  much  less  towards  his  country. 

When  I  say  he  has  been  ill-used,  I  repeat  with  great  dnoeiiiy — 
and  you  who  have  known,  and  are  so  good  as  to  allow  my  real 
regard  to  Mr.  Grenville,  wiU  believe  me— that  few  things  would  give 
^e  more  pleasure  than  to  be  assured  that  flie  diendssioii  of  Mr. 
Oonway  was  without  Mr.  Grenville's  consent  or  approbatLoiL 

You  say  that  bebw  the  Bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  Mr.  Grenville 
told  you  and  me  that  Mr.  Oonway  had  declared  tiiat  he  was  not  then 
engaged,  nor  did  at  that  time  intend  to  engage  in  any  system  of 
opposition ;  but  at  the  same  time  desired  not  to  be  understood  to 
intend  to  separate  himself  from  the  Dukes  of  Grafton  and  Devon- 
shire, to  whom  he  was  obliged.  This  agrees  with  the  message  I 
myself  delivered  to  Mr.  Gbenville  from  Mr.  Oonway,  that  he  was  in 
no  opposition,  nor  thought  of  being  in  any ;  but  in  answer  to  Mr. 
Grenville's  question,  whether  there  was  anything  he  would  like,  he 
declared  he  would  accept  nothing  while  those  Dukes  were  dissatifffied 
with  the  Administration.  Both  your  state  of  Ihe  case  and  mine^ 
which  agree  together,  do  not  at  all  coincide  with  Mr.  Granville's 
letter  to  Lord  Hertford,  that  he  had  found  Mr.  Oonway's  connections 
with  his  friends  unbounded. 
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I  hftTB  otmiited,  ht  the  lut,  one  pasBage,  whiob  I  had  fergottenm 
my  own  memorandimiS;  lAnxii  yet,  fiom  your  assertion — who  I  am 
sore  will  adhere  in  every  point  to  the  strict  matter  of  fieust,  let  it 
affect  whom  it  will — ^I  am  not  only  persuaded  passed,  bnt  I  think  I 
recollect  it  myself  from  the  dzcmnstance  of  the  particular  day  on 
which  it  passed.  You  say  Mr.  Grenville  told  me  that  a  legalar 
system  of  opposition  to  Govenmient  would  render  any  one  nnfit  for 
a  hi{^  rank  in  militaxy  oommaod;  and  that  in  some  instances,  as  in 
oases  of  tamnlts  and  insurrections,  such  a  man  would  be  more 
dangerous  to  the  King  and  Commonwealth. 

I  am  sure  I  do  not  remember  the  word  OofimwmceaUh'beSxLg  used ; 
though  if  yon  assert  it  I  cannot  take  npon  me  to  say  it  was  not 
used,  for  I  remember  this  saho  but  imperfecfly.  I  know  the  day  of 
the  conversation  was  after  the  tumult  on  the  burning  of  the  '  ITorth 
Briton.'  Mr.  GrenyiUe  was  mnch  flustered,  and  very  likely  applied 
tibe  case  of  the  day  to  the  subject  we  were  discussing ;  and  if  he  did, 
it  probably  made  tiie  less  impression  on  me,  because  my  mind  had 
been  already  struck  with  &b  same  wngnlar  words  from  you  before 
the  tumult  happened ;  and  therefore,  when  I  heard  them  repeated 
by  a  Miuister,  it  was  natural  for  me  to  conclnde  yon  had  heard  them 
from  his  mouth,  as  you  came  to  me  witili  a  message  from  him ;  and 
I  am  bold  to  declare,  such  words  in  the  month  of  a  Minister  are  to 
me  exceedingly  alarming.  As  such  I  have  repeated  them,  and  I 
leave  you,  who  know  me,  to  judge  whether  I  will  retract  anything  I 
have  said,  which  I  am  particularly  authorised,  by  having  taken  down 
ilia  words,  to  affirm  are  true,  and  to  the  very  sabstance  of  which  yon 
agree,  as  I  am  sore  yon  will  to  the  precise  words,  being  thus  put 
m  mind  of  tibam,  especiaUy  as  yon  own  yon  are  not  exact  in  the  very 
WQirds* 

I  love  and  hoooar  Mr.  Oonway  above  any  man  in  the  world ;  I 
ironld  lay  down  my  life  for  him;  and  shall  I  see  him  every  day 
basely  and  fialsdy  traduced  in  newspapers  and  libels,  and  not  say 
what  I  know  is  true,  ^en  it  sets  his  character  in  so  &ir  and  noble 
aligihtP  I  am  asked  to  discourage  reports.  I  am  ready  to  discourage 
Bubh  BBBxenat  trae,  and  do  not  come  from  me. 

Mr.  Qienville  is  welcome  to  publish  this  letter ;  it  will  be  the 
fullest  answer  to  anyihing  that  is  said  against  him  without  founda- 
tion. Let  Mr.  Oreoville^  in  his  turn,  discourage  and  disavow  the 
infuDOus  calumnies  published  against  Mr.  Oonway,  the  authors  of 
which,  I  daresay,  are  unknown  to  Mr.  Grenville,  but  who,  not  con- 
tent widi  seeing   Mr.  Oonway's  fortune  ruined,  would  stab  his 
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zepotation  likewise.  I  fhank  God  I  fliey  oaxmoi  fix  a  Hfunwh  vpoa 
ii  I  will  certainly  bear  witness  to  i^  as  mnoh  as  Hes  ia  me.  Fear 
mtBLYOar  will  not  intimidate  or  warpmyfiiendship.  Yetl  wish  Mr. 
Grenville  so  well«  that  I  will  take  tiie  fiberiy  of  giying  him  throngli 
jou  this  pieoe  of  adTioe. 

It  is  high  time  fer  Ihe  Administration  to  disooantenasee  and 
disolaim  the  hmgaage  held  by  all  flie  writers  on  fibair  side»  partieolariy 
by  the  anther  of  the  'Address  to  the  PnUip^'  ikat  officers  are  to  U 
ditmkaedfcr  their  behaebmr  m  PartimnetU.  Snoh  doctrines  toe  new, 
and  never  were  awwed  before.  They  dash  with  all  parliamentaxj 
freedom ;  they  render  the  condition  of  officers  in  Pariiament  most 
abject,  slarish,  and  dishonourable ;  they  alarm  all  tJhinlring  men,  and, 
I  will  do  them  the  justice  to  say,  do  not  seem  nniyeisally  fiie 
sentiments  of  Ministers  themselyesy  as  so  many  generals  and  officers 
in  Parliament,  who  axe  ayowedly  in  opposition,  retain  tiieir  oom- 
missions;  aoireamstancethatmakes  thesing^Ungont  of  Mr.  Oonway, 
who  waE(  not  in  oppositLon,  look  more  like  the  e£Bdct  of  private  piqae 
and  resentment  somewhere  or  other,  I  don't  know  whera^  than  a 
settled  detennination  to  make  Ihe  officers  in  general  the  abaohiie 
tools  of  the  Ministry. 

I  will  now  condnde  this  tedions  letter  with  adding^  by  your  leays^ 
a  fow  words  on  myseli 

It  has  more  than  once  been  insinuated  to  me,  that  I  might  rain 
myself  if  I  took  Mr.  Conway's  part  I  do  Ifr.  Grenrille  the  justice 
to  declare,  that  I  belieye  him  incapable  of  countenancing  sod 
insinuations.  Gome  they  from  whom  Ihey  will,  I  despise  them.  Hy 
place  is  a  patent  for  life,  and  as  mudi  my  property,  by  law,  as  your 
estate  is  yours.  Oh  I  but  I  haTe  been  1»ld  the  payments  may  be 
delayed  or  stopped :  they  may,  by  riolence  or  injustice,  and  that 
insinuation  I  despise  likewise. 

Mr.  Grenrille's  drilities  and  regularity  on  fliese  oj^t^rm^  I 
admowledge  with  gratitude,  though  I  disclaim  all  dependence,  dl 
paying  of  court  I  would  fling  up  my  patent  to-morrow,  if  it  was 
capable  of  making  me  do  one  servile  act»  if  it  detened  me  one 
moment  from  following  the  dictates  of  consdence  and  friendship. 
Both  in  Parliament  and  out  of  it  I  will  say  and  do  what  I  think 
right  andhonest  I  wasbom  free^  and  I  will  Uto  and  die  so,  in  qdte 
of  patents  and  places.  I  may  be  ruined,  as  Mr.  Oonway  has  beeni 
but  I  will  preserre  my  honour  inyiolate.  If  I  did  not^  I  ndgfat 
recdve  you  here  with  more  magnificence^  but  I  had  rather  reodTO 
yoUf  as  I  hope  to  do,  without  a  blush.    You  know  the  passion  I 
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Bare  for  Strawbeny  HQl;  but  trust  me  at  this  moment  I  know  I 
oonld  with  pleasme  see  it  soldi  if  xednoed  to  it  by  sa£fering  for  my 
comtiy  and  my  principles.  Remember  this,  my  dear  Sir, — ^you,  wlio 
are  mnoh  youigeri  and  have  longer  to  liye  than  me.  It  is  this 
satisfiution  of  oonscience  ivfaioh  sweetens  ereiy  evili  and  makes 
Mr.  Chmway  at  this  instant  the  happiest  man  in  England. 

I  am  your  sinoere  and  a&otionate  hnmble  servant, 

HOKAOB  WaLFQUL 

P JS.  I  am  so  desiroQs  of  not  saying  a  syllable  that  is  not  stxiotly 
troe^  that  I  ohoose  to  oontradiot  in  a  postaoripti  rather  than  erase 
one  passage  in  which  I  had  said  what  I  beUeifed  had  passed.  On 
showing  this  letter  to  the  Dnke  of  Riohmond,  his  grace  says  he 
cannot  say  that  before  him  Mr.  Grenville  made  a  demand  of  a 
pofitiTe  deolarationi  tiliotigh  he  expressed  a  strong  desire  that  Mr. 
Oonway  would  declare  what  his  general  system  was. 

If  I  have,  therefore,  stated  the  argument  too  strongly^  I  willingly 
retract  so  much  as  is  overcharged ;  tibough  I  must  own  I  see  little 
difference  between  a  Minister  demanding  a  positive  deolaxation  of  a 
Member  of  Parliament,  and  expressing  a  strong  desire  of  a  dedara- 
tion ;  because,  if  a  Minister  will  take  upon  himscK  to  catechise 
Members  of  Parliament^  he  must  know  that  eitber  the  gentler  or 
rougher  method  will  be  effectual,  or  botili  will  be  resLsted.  The 
Bake  sayB  he  remembers  very  well  my  telling  him  the  words  eannot 
trmt  his  armiy^  Sfc,  b^fbre  his  grace  saw  Mr.  Grenville.' 


M7.    TO  THB  HOK.  H.  S.  OOKWAT. 

Ariingkm  Street,  Jme  6,  I78i. 

You  will  wonder  that  I  have  been  so  long  without  giving  you  any 
signs  of  lifo ;  yet»  tiliougb  not  writing  to  you,  I  have  been  employed 
about  you,  as  I  have  ever  smce  the  21st  of  April ;  a  day  your 
enemies  shall  have  some  cause  to  remember.  I  had  writ  nineorten 
sheets  of  an  Answer  [or  Counter-Address]  to  the  'Address  to  tibe 
Public,'  when  I  received  the  enclosed  mandate.*    You  will  see  my 

'  Tfct  mder  Vho  would  piinaa  tidi  qmirel  itOl  flirther,  ■honld  refer  to  Mr. 
ThoaM  PiU's  Letter  to  Walpoleof  the  lOtii  of  June,  17S4,  »ad  Mr.  QrenTiUe's  Letter 
of  the  19t]i  of  June,  1764,  to  Pltt^  in  reply  to  Walpde'i.  See  them  ia  the  Gre&Tille 
Fmien^  ToL  IJ.  pp.  846  and  858.— Cvvhivoham. 

*  The  peper  here  alivdedto  does  not  appear.— Walpou.  The  paper  waa  the  letter 
from  Mr.  Thomaa  Pitt  of  the  1st  of  June,  to  which  Walpole  replied  on  the  6th.— 
CunneBAii. 
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nuuten  order  me,  as  a  subaliem  of  the  'Exxitequar,  to  drop  joa  and 
defand  them— bat  70a  will  flee  too,  thai»  instead  of  obeying,  I  haoe 
given  tvammg.    I  would  not  oominmiioate  any  part  of  this  tranaactiCTi 
to  you,  till  it  WB8  out  of  my  bands,  because  I  knew  your  afiedion 
for  me  would  not  approTe  my  going  so  br — but  it  was  nfloonoMy. 
My  honour  required  that  I  should  deolaie  my  adherenoe  to  yoa  in 
the  most  authentic  manner.    I  found  that  some  persons  had  dared 
to  doubt  whether  I  would  risk  everything  for  you.    You  see  by  these 
letters  that  Mr.  Grenville  himself  had  presmned  so.    Even  a  change 
in  the  Administration,  howeyer  unlikely,  might  happen  before  I  had 
any  opportonity  of  dedaiing  myself;  and  then  those  who  should 
choose  to  put  the  worst  oonstmction,  either  on  my  actions  or  my 
silence,  might  say  what  they  pleased.    I  was  waiting  for  some 
opportmiity :  they  have  put  it  into  my  hands,  and  I  took  care  not  to 
let  it  slip.    Indeed  they  have  put  more  into  my  hands,  whioli  I  haye 
not  let  slip  neither.    Could  I  erpeot  they  would  give  me  so  absurd 
an  account  of  Mr.  Qrenville's  conduct,  and  give  it  me  in  writingP 
They  can  only  add  to  this  obligation  that  of  provocation  to  print  my 
letter,  which,  however  strong  in  fads,  I  have  taken  care  to  make  vary 
decent  in  terms,  because  it  imports  us  to  have  the  candid  (thatis, 
I  fear,  the  mercenary)  on  our  side ; — np,  that  we  must  not  expect, 
but  at  least  disarmed* 

Lord  Tavistock  has  flung  his  handkerchief  to  Lady  Elisabeiii 
KeppeL'  They  aU  go  to  Wobum  on  Thursday,  and  the  ceremony  is 
to  be  performed  as  soon  as  her  brother,  tilie  Bishop,  can  aizive  from 
Exeter.  I  am  heartily  glad  the  Duchess  of  Bedford  does  not  set 
her  heart  on  marrying  me  to  anybody ;  I  am  sure  she  would  biiog 
it  about  She  has  some  small  intention  of  coupling  my  niece  and 
Dick  Yemon,  but  I  have  forbidden  the  banns. 

Thebirth-day  [4  June],  I  hear,  was  lamentably  empty.  Wehada 
funeral  loo  last  night  in  the  great  chamber  at  Lady  Bdi  Finch's : '  the 
Duke,  Princess  Emily,  and  the  Duchess  of  Bedford  were  there.  The 
Princess  entertained  her  grace  with  the  joy  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
will  have  in  being  a  grand&ther ;  in  which  reflection,  I  believe,  the 
grandmotherhood  was  not  forgotten.    Adieu  I 

^  Of  whom  thwe  U  ao  fine  a  ftiU-leagUi  hj  Sir  Joihiuk    See  LeM«r  to  Moatigu. 
3OU1  December,  1761.— OvnnoBiJC. 
■  The  blaok  fonereal  Ftnchee.— Ooisxiobam. 
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ns.    TO  THS  BABL  OF  HBBTFOED. 

Strawberry  ffiS,  Jmie  B,  1784. 

To  be  sorei  you  liaTO  heard  ike  eyent  of  this  last  week  P  Lord 
TaTistook  liaa  flimg  his  handkerohie^  and,  except  a  few  jealous 
mMana$,  and  some  suUanaa  vaUdea  who  had  marketahle  daughters, 
everybody  is  pleased  that  the  lot  is  fiallen  on  Lady  Elizabeth 
Sej^. 

The  house  of  Bedford  came  to  town  last  Friday.  I  sapped  with 
them  that  night  at  the  Spanish  Ambawidor'Sy  who  has  made  Fowis- 
hoose  magnificent  Lady  Elizabeth  was  not  therOi  nor  mentioned. 
On  the  contrary,  by  the  Dadhess's  conyersatLon,  which  tamed  on 
Ijady  Betty  Monti^;a9  there  were  saspicions  in  her  £EiToar.  The 
next  morning  Lady  Elizabeth  receiTed  a  note  from  the  Duchess  of 
Marlborough  [the  Duke  of  Bedford's  sister],  inaiafa'ng  on  seeing  her 
ihat  evening.  When  she  arrived  at  Marlborough-house,  aha  lound 
nobody  but  the  Duchess  and  Lord  Tavistock.  The  Duchess  coried^ 
**  Lord  I  they  have  left  the  window  open  in  the  next  room  I " — ^went 
to  shut  it,  and  shut  the  lovers  in  too,  where  they  remained  for  three 
hours.  The  same  night  all  the  town  was  at  the  Duchess  of  Bioh- 
mond's.  Lady  Albemarle  \JjbAj  Elizabeth's  mother]  was  at  trediUe ; 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  came  up  to  the  table,  and  told  her  he  must 
speak  to  her  as  soon  as  the  pool  was  over.  You  may  guess  whether 
sbe  knew  a  odid  more  that  she  played.  When  she  had  finished, 
the  Duke  told  her  he  should  wait  on  her  the  next  morning,  to  make 
{he  demand  in  form.  She  told  it  directly  to  me  and  my  niece 
Wald^grave,  who  was  in  such  transport  for  hei  finend,  that  die  pro- 
mised the  Duke  of  Bedford  to  kiss  him,  and  hurried  home  directly 
to  write  to  her  sisters.'  The  Duke  asked  no  questions  about  fortune, 
but  has  since  slipped  a  bit  of  paper  into  Lady  Elizabeth's  hand, 
telling  her,  he  hoped  his  son  would  live,  but  if  he  did  not,  there  was 
something  for  her ;  it  was  a  jointure  of  three  thousand  pounds  a- 
year,  and  six  hundred  pounds  pin-money.  I  dined  wiih  her  the 
next  day  at  Monsieur  de  Gneroh/s,  and  as  I  hindered  the  company 
firom  wishing  her  joy,  and  yet  joked  with  her  myself,  Madame  de 
Guerdhy  said,  she  perceived  I  would  let  nobody  ebe  tease  her,  that 
I  migiht  have  all  the  teasing  to  myseli    She  has  behaved  in  the 

^  Mm  Keppel,  wife  of  tbe  Bishop  of  Sx«ier  (Ldtf  BBabeth'i  bfothor),  and  Udj 
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prettiest  manner  in  the  world,  and  would  not  appear  at  a  Tast 
assembly  at  Northnmberland-hoose  on  Tuesday,  nor  at  a  great  liay- 
making  at  Mrs.  Pitf  s  [at  Wandsworth-hill]  on  Wednesday.  Yes- 
terday they  all  went  to  Wobum,  and  to-morrow  the  ceremony  is 
to  be  performed ;  for  the  Duke  has  not  a  moment's  patience  till  she 
is  breeding. 

You  would  have  been  diverted  at  Northumberland-house;  besides 
the  sumptuous  Eyeries,  the  illuminations  in  the  garden,  the  pages, 
the  two  chaplains  in  waiting  in  their  gowns  and  scarves,  d  VJrland- 
aise*  and  Dr.  Hill  and  his  wife,  there  was  a  most  delightful  CountesB, 
who  has  just  imported  herself  from  Meddenburgh.  She  is  an 
absolute  Princess  of  Monomotapa ;  but  I  fEuicy  you  have  seen  her, 
for  her  hideousness  and  frantic  accoutrements  are  so  extraordinaiy, 
that  they  tell  us  she  was  hissed  in  the  Tuileries.  She  crossed  flie 
drawing-room  on  the  birth-day  [4  June]  to  speak  to  the  Qaeen  en 
amief  after  standing  with  her  bade  to  Pimcess  Amalie.  The  Queen 
was  so  ashamed  of  her,  that  she  said  deverly,  ''This  is  not  (he 
dress  at  Strelitz ;  but  this  woman  always  dressed  herself  as  capri- 
ciously there,  as  your  Dudiess  of  Queensberry  does  here.'' 

The  haymaking  at  Wandsworth-hill'  did  not  succeed,  from  the 
excessiye  cold  of  the  night ;  I  proposed  to  bring  one  of  the  cocks 
into  the  great  room,  and  make  a  bonfire.  All  the  beauties  were 
disappointed,  and  all  the  Macaronies  afraid  of  getting  the  tooth- 
adie. 

The  Guerchys  are  gone  to  Goodwood,  and  were  to  have  been 
carried  to  Portsmouth,  but  Lord  Egmont '  refused  to  let  the  ambas- 
sador see  the  place.  The  Duke  of  Ridmiond  was  in  a  rage,  and  I 
do  not  know  how  it  has  ended,  for  the  Duke  of  Bedford  defends  the 
refusal,  and  says,  they  certainly  would  not  let  you  see  Brest  The 
Comte  d'Ayen  is  going  a  longer  tour.  He  is  liked  here.  The  three 
great  ambassadors  danced  at  court — ^the  Prince  of  Masserano  they 
say  well ;  he  is  extremely  in  fashion,  and  is  a  sensible,  yeiy  good- 
humoured  man,  though  his  appearance  is  so  deceitfuL  They  have 
given  me  the  honour  of  a  bon-mot,  which,  I  assure  you,  does  not 
belong  to  me,  that  I  never  saw  a  man  so  frdl  of  orders  and  cUsarders. 
He  and  his  suite,  and  the  Ghierchys  and  theirs,  are  to  dine  here  next 
week.  Poor  little  Strawberry  never  thought  of  such  flutes.  I  did 
invite  them  to  breakfeust,  but  they  confounded  it,  and  understood 

'  Lord  NortlramberUiid  wm  itOl  lord-Ucnteoant  of  Inland.— Oio: 
*  Mn.  Pitt'i  Tilla.— GioxBi. 
Hint  lord  of  the  Admizilty.— Oiokib. 
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iihat  they  were  asked  to  dinner,  so  I  mnstdo  asireU  as  I  can.  Both 
the  Ambassadors  [France  and  Spain]  are  in  love  with  my  nieoe 
[Waldegrave] ;  fliereforei  I  trust  they  will  not  haye  unsentimental 
atomaohs. 

Shall  I  trouble  yon  with  a  little  oommission  P  It  is  to  send  me 
a  book  that  I  cannot  get  here,  nor  am  I  quite  sure  of  the  ezaet  title, 
but  it  is  called  *  Origine  des  Mcrars,' '  or  something  to  that  import 
It  is  in  three  Tolumes,  and  has  not  been  written  aboye  two  or  three 
years.    Adieu,  my  dear  lord,  from  my  fireside. 

P.8.  Do  you  know  that  Madame  de  Yertein,  the  MeoUenbuigh 
Countess,  has  had  the  honour  of  giving  tiie  King  of  Prussia  a  box 
of  the  earP — ^I  am  sure  he  deserred  it,  if  he  could  take  liberties 
with  such  a  chimpanzee.    Oolonel  Elliot  died  on  Thursday. 


9S9.    TO  0IB  HOBAGB  UASIX. 

YouB  Bed  Biband  is  certainly  postponed.  There  was  but  one 
Tacant,  which  was  promised  to  Gtonml  Draper,  who,  when  he 
thought  he  felt  the  sword  dabbing  his  shoulder,  was  told  that  my 
Lord  dive  could  not  conquer  the  Indies  a  second  time  without 
being  a  Knight  of  the  Bath.  This,  however,  I  think  will  be  but  a 
short  parenthesis,  for  I  expect  that  heaven^bam  hero*  to  return  fix>m 
whence  he  came,  instead  of  bringing  hither  all  the  Mogul's  pearls 
and  rubies.  Yet,  before  that  happens  there  wiU  probably  be  other 
vacancies  to  content  both  Draper  uid  you. 

Yon  have  a  new  neighbour  coming  to  you,  Mr.  William  Hamil- 
ton,* one  of  the  King's  equerries,  who  succeeds  Sir  James  Gray  at 
Naples.  Hamilton  is  a  friend  of  mine,  is  son  of  Lady  Archibald, 
and  was  aide-de-camp  to  Mr.  Oonway.    He  is  picture-mad,  and  will 

'  In  s  labtequeiit  letter  he  eslU  thie  woik  '  Eiuifl  rar  lee  ICoran.'  I  find  s  woik 
of  the  hitter  title  pnhliahed  in  176S  anonTmonaly,  and  nnder  the  dste  of  BmzeUee. 
It  wu  written  hj%H.  Soret,  bnt  it  leemf  to  hsfe  heen  in  onlj  one  Toluae.  Oen 
Mr.  Wtlpole  htTO  meant  Dadod*!  oelebiated '  Oonfiderationi  ear  lee  Momui^'  pabliahed 
aaenyauraalj  in  1750,  bat  labeeqoently  nnder  hie  namel — CioKm. 

*  lEzpreaion  of  Mr.  Pitt,  alterwarda  Lord  Chatham,  in  the  Honae  of  Oommooi  on 
Lord  GUre. — WiiiPOiia 

*  Tonnger  ion  of  Lord  Archibald  Hamilton.  Ladj  Archibald  waa  the  anppoeed 
Hiatrem  of  Fredeiiek»  Prinee  of  Walec  Mr.  HamUton,  alterwarda  Sir  William 
Hamiltont  married,  leoondly,  the  notorlona  Kmma  Hart  He  waa  the  intimate  fHend 
ef  Admfaal  Lord  NelaoiL  Sir  WUUam  died  in  Bnghmd  at  an  adTaaeed  age  in  1S08. 
— ]B^  1848.    Sea  ToL  L  Pi  116,  and  tqL  IL  p.  71— CuranrsiUK. 
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nda  Imnaelf  in  y&tftrland*  Hu  wife  is  aa  mosioal  as  be  is  oon- 
noiflseixr,  but  die  is  dying  of  an  astibma. 

I  have  nerer  heard  dt  the  present*  yon  mention  of  iiie  box  of 
essenoes.  The  secrets  of  that  prison-house  do  not  easily  transpiie^ 
and  the  merit  of  any  ofEsring  is  generally  aaBomed^  I  beLbvet^  by  the 
onunaiang  pnesiB. 

Lord  Taristoek  is  to  be  married  to-monow  to  Lady  Elizabeth 
Keppelf  Lord  Albemarle's  sister. 

I  love  to  tell  yon  an  anecdote  of  any  of  onr  old  aoqnaintance» 
and  I  haye  now  a  delightfiil  one,  relating,  yet  indirectly,  to  one  of 
Ihem.  Yon  know,  to  be  sore^  tiiat  Madame  de  Craon's  danc^ter, 
Madame  de  Bonfflers,  has  the  greatest  power  with  King  Stanislans. 
Our  old  Mend  Ihe  Princess  de  Oraon  goes  seldom  to  LnneyiUe  &r 
this  reason,  not  endnring  to  see  her  danghter  on  that  throne  whidi 
she  so  long  filled  with  absolnte  empire.  Bnt  Madame  de  Bonfflers, 
who,  from  his  Majesty's  age,  caimot  oocnpy  tUl  the  places  in  the 
palace  that  her  moUier  filled,  indemnifies  herself  with  his  Majesiy's 
Ohancellor.  One  day  Ihe  liydy  old  monarch  said,  **  B^ardez,  tpxl 
joli  petit  pied,  et  la  belle  jambe  I  Mon  Ohancdiier  yens  dira  le 
reste."  Yon  know  this  is  tiie  form  when  a  King  of  France  says  a 
few  words  to  his  Parliameni^  and  then  refers  them  to  his  ohancellor. 
I  expect  to  hear  a  great  deal  soon  of  the  princess,  fer  Mr.  CSraiohill 
and  my  sister  are  going  to  settle  at  Fancy  for  some  time.    Adieu  I 


9S0.    TO  GSOBOB  MONTAaU.  BSa 

Stnmberry  BUI,  Jmm  1%  1764. 

I TRT7BT  that  you  haye  thought  I  was  dead,  it  is  so  long  since  you 
heard  of  me.  In  truth  I  had  nothing  to  talk  of  but  cold  and  hot 
weather,  of  rain  and  want  of  raiDt  sulgeots  that  haye  been  our 
summer  conyersation  for  these  twenty  years.  I  am  pleased  that 
you  was  content  with  your  pictures,  and  shall  be  glad  if  you  haye 
begotten  ancestors  out  of  them.  You  may  tell  your  uncle  Algernon' 
that  I  go  to-morrow  where  he  would  not  be  adxamed  to  see  me;  as 
there  are  not  many  such  spots  at  present^  you  and  he  will  guess  it  is 
to  Paik*place. 

Strawberzy,  whose  glories  perhaps  yerge  towards  their  setting,  has 

^  A  pnssBl  frttm  Sir  Hofioe^  I  believe,  lo  Uia  Qnesn.-- WiXMia. 

*  Alfimoii  Sida^,  to  whom  Moiiti«m  was  BwleniOf  Nl^^    Boo  yoL  !?•  f.  SOS. 


17M.]  TO  ICB.  MONTAOtf. 


beea  more  sampinoiis  to-day  fhan  ordizmry,  and  baiuiiiettod  fheir 
repiesentatiYe  majesties  of  France  and  Spain.  I  had  Monsieiir  and 
Madame  de  Goerehy,  Madenunaelle  de  Nangis  their  daughter,  two 
other  Frenoh  gentlemeni  the  Prinoe  of  Masserano,  his  brother  and 
searetaxy.  Lord  March,  George  Selwyn,  Mrs.  AnnPitti  andmynieoe 
Waldeg^Te.  The  refectory  never  was  so  orowdad;  nor  hare  any 
foreigners  been  here  before  that  comprehended  Strawberry.  Tndeed, 
everything  succeeded  to  a  hair.  A  violent  shower  in  the  morning 
laid  the  dnst^  brightened  ihe  green,  refreshed  the  roses,  pinks,  orange- 
flowers,  and  tibe  blossoms  with  which  the  acacias  are  covered.  A  rich 
storm  of  thnnder  and  lightning  gave  a  dignity  of  coloniing  to  the 
heavens ;  and  the  sui  appeared  enough  to  illuminate  the  landscape, 
without  basking  himself  over  it  at  his  lengtL  During  dinner  there 
were  Frendi  horns  and  dazionetB  in  the  cloister,  and  after  ooflEee  I 
treated  them  with  an  English,  and  to  them  a  very  new  collation,  a 
syllabub  milked  under  the  cows  that  were  brought  to  the  browr  of  the 
terraoe.  Thence  they  went  to  the  Printing-house^  and  saw  a  new 
&ahionable  Frendi  song  printed.  They  drank  tea  in  the  GhUery, 
and  at  eight  went  away  to  YauxhalL 

They  really  seemed  quite  pleased  with  the  place  and  the  day;  but 
I  must  tell  you,  the  treasury  of  the  abbey  will  feel  it»  for  without 
magnificence,  all  was  handsomely  done.  I  must  keep  maigie ;  at 
least  till  the  interdict  is  taken  off  from  my  convent.  I  have 
kings  and  queens,  I  hear,  in  my  neighbourhood,  but  this  is  no  royal 
foundation.    Adieu ;  your  poor  beadsman, 

XHX  ABBOT  OF  STRAWBIBST. 

P.S.  Mr.  T.'s'  servile  poem  is  rewarded  with  one  hundred  and 
sixty  pounds  a  year  in  the  Post-office. 


SSI.    TO  aWBM  MOKTAGTT,  B9Q. 

StroMiberry  ffiO,  Jul/y  16, 17S4 

Mb.  GHtTTB  says  you  are  peremptory  that  you  will  not  cast  a  look 
southwards.  Do  you  know  that  in  that  case  you  will  not  set  eyeson 
me  the  Lord  knows  when  P  My  mindis  {Hretty  much  fixed  ongoing 
to  Paris  the  beginning  of  September.  I  think  I  shall  go,  if  it  is  only 
to  scold  my  Lord  and  Lady  Hertford  for  sending  me  their  cousins, 

Mlisvs  noidlMOfsnd  wlio  lCr.T.irM;q.TlflkslL   Ip  the  ot^sinal  litterlhs 
ti  oblitewilad  Iwycad  dwisjUmiK    Cumisssim 
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flie  Duke  and  Daohees  of  Berwidk,  ii^  say  tibey  aie  oocne  to  oee 
{heir  rdatiaDB.    By  their  appeanmoey  y<m  would  imagine  fhey  irore 
come  to  b^  money  of  their  ftmily.    Bb  has  juat  tiie  sort  of  c^Mcity 
which  yon  would  erpeot  in  a  Steart  engrafted  on  a  Spamaid.     He 
asked  me  which  way  he  was  to  oome  to  Twiekenhain  f    I  told  him 
throngh  Kensington,  to  wfaieh  I  supposed  his  geognphy  might 
reaoL    He  replied,  **  Oh  I  dn  cot£  de  la  mer."     She,  who  is  sister 
of  the  Dnke  of  Alva,  is  a  deoent  kind  of  a  body;  bat  tihey  talk 
wudced  French.    I  gaye  them  a  dinner  here  toother  day,  mfli  the 
Marqnis  of  JTamaioay  their  only  ohild,  and  a  fiit  tutor,  and  the  few 
Fitsroys  I  coold  amass  at  this  season.    They  were  yeiy  oiTil,  and 
seemed  mnoh  pleased.    To-day  they  are  gone  to  Blenheim  by  imita- 
tion.   I  want  to  send  yon  something  from  the  Strawbeny  press ;  teD 
me  how  I  shall  conyey  it;  it  is  nothing  less  flian  the  most  onrious 
book  that  ever  set  its  foot  into  the  woiUL    I  expect  to  hear  yoa 
scream  hither :  if  yon  don't  I  shall  be  diEnppointed,  for  I  have  kept 
it  as  a  most  prafonnd  secret  from  yon,  till  I  was  ready  to  surprise  yon 
with  it;  I  knew  yonr  impatience,  and  wonld  not  let  you  haye  it  pieoe- 
meaL    It  is  the  Life  of  Ihe  great  philosopher.  Lord  Herbert,  written 
by  himsell'     Now  are  yon  disappointed  F    Well,  read  it— not  the 
first  forty  pages,  of  which  you  w^  be  sick — ^I  will  not  anticipate  i^ 
bot  I  will  tell  yon  the  history.    I  found  it  a  year  ago  at  Lady  Hiert- 
ford's,  to  whom  Lady  Powis  had  lent  it     I  took  it  iq»,  and  soon 
threw  it  down  again,  as  the  dullest  thing  I  oyer  saw.    Shepersoaded 
me  to  take  it  home.    My  Lady  Waldegraye  was  here  in  all  her 
grief;  Gray  and  I  read  it  to  amuse  her.      We  could  not  get  on  for 
laughing  and  screaming.    I  begged  to  haye  it  to  print:  LordPowifl^ 
sensible  of  Ihe  extrayagance,  refused — I  insisted — he  permsted.    I 
told  my  Lady  Hertford,  it  was  no  matter,  I  would  print  it,  I  was  de- 
termined.   I  sat  down  and  wrote  a  flattering  dedication  to  Lord 
Powis,  which  I  knew  he  would  swallow:  he  did,  and  gaye  up  his 
ancestor.  But  this  was  not  enough ;  I  was  resolyed  the  world  should 
not  think  I  admired  it  seriously,  though  there  are  really  fine  passages 
in  it,  and  good  sense  too :  I  drew  up  an  equiyocal  pr^EU)e,  in  which 
you  will  discoyer  my  opinion,  and  sent  it  with  the  dedication.     The 
Earl  gulped  down  the  one  under  the  palUatiye  of  the  other,  and  here 
you  will  haye  all.    Pray  take  notice  of  the  pedigree,  of  which  I  am 
exceedingly  proud ;  obserre  how  I  haye  clearly  arranged  so  inyolyed 


I  TUidogDlttwoikwiB  printed  from  the  original  lCS.ia  1764,  at  Btnvbvty 
Hill,  and  li  pariiaps  the  most  extraordinsxx  aoommt  thai  e?er  waa  glTtn  avioaafy  h^ 
a  wlae  man  of  hiniaelf •    WalpoU,  Work$,  L  p.  868.— OvamroBAV. 
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adefloeot:  one  may  boast  of  one's  heraldiy.  I  shaU  send  yon,  too. 
Lady  Temple's  Poems.  Pray  keep  boQi  uider  lock  and  keyi  for 
there  are  bat  two  himdred  oopies  of  Lord  Herbert,  and  bat  one 
lumdied  of  the  Poems  suffered  to  be  printed. 

I  am  ahnosterying  to  find  the  glorioos  morsel  of  sommer  that  we 
liave  had,  turned  into  just  sooh  a  watery  season  as  tilie  hist  Even 
my  ezoesB  of  yerdiire,  which  nsed  to  comfort  me  fer  everything,  does 
not  satisfy  me  now,  as  I  live  entirely  alone.  I  am  heartily  tired  of 
my  laigeneighbonrhood,whodo  notfornish  me  two  or  three  rational 
bdngs  at  most^  and  the  best  of  them  haye  no  Tiyaeity.  London, 
whither  I  go  at  least  once  a  fertnight  for  a  night,  is  a  peifoot  desert 
As  the  Conrt  is  gone  into  a  conyent  at  Biohmond,  the  town  is  more 
abandoned  than  ever.  I  cannot,  as  you  do,  bring  myself  to  be  con- 
tent without  yaiiety,  without  erents ;  my  mind  is  always  wanting 
new  food ;  summer  does  not  suit  me ;  but  I  will  grow  old  some  time 
or  other.    Adieu  I 


esa    TO  THB  BBV.  WILLIAM  OOLB. 
DB&m  Sim :  Strawberry  ffiO,  JtUif  It,  1764. 

You  must  think  me  a  brute  to  haye  been  so  long  without  taking 
any  notice  of  your  obliging  offer  of  coming  hither.  The  truth  is,  I 
haye  not  been  at  all  settled  here  for  three  days  together :  nay,  nor  do 
I  know  when  I  diall  be.  I  go  to-morrow  into  Sussex;  in  August 
into  Yorkshire,  and  in  September  into  France.  If,  in  any  interval 
of  these  jaunts,  I  can  be  sure  of  remaining  here  a  week,  whioh  I 
literally  haye  not  been  this  whole  summer,  I  will  certainly  let  you 
know,  and  will  daim  your  promise. 

Another  reason  for  my  writing  now  is,  I  want  to  know  how  I  may 
send  you  Lord  Herbert's  Life,  whioh  I  haye  just  printed.  Bid  I 
jemember  the  foyour  you  did  me  of  asking  for  my  own  print  P  if 
I  did  not,  it  shall  accompany  this  book. 


ass,    TO  THB  BBV.  HBKBT  BOUGH. 
8ib:  Ariimgianairmi.Jyh^A'tBL 

Yon  will  haye  heard  of  the  seyere  attendance  which  we  haye  had 
for  this  last  week  in  the  House  of  Commons.  It  will,  I  trusty  haye 
ejumsed  me  to  you  for  not  haying  answered  sooner  your  yeiy  kind 


jM  HQBAm  WAiiPfflure  wFnR&  (mi 

letter.  My  books,  I  Smut  hsve  oo  merit  orer  Ifr .  Harte^s  '  G^ 
but  by  bebg  much  shorter.  I  read  bk  work,  and  was  sorry  so  muob 
oarious  matter  should  be  so  ill  and  so  tedioasly  pat  togeilier.  His 
anecdotes  are  much  more  interesting  than  mine ;  luckily  I  was  awaie 
that  mine  were  yery  trifling,  and  did  not  dwell  upon  ikem.  To 
answer  the  demand,  I  am  printing  tbem  witih  additions,  but  must 
wait  a  UtQe  for  assistance  and  coKxeotions  to  ttie  two  latter,  as  IbaTe 
bad  for  the  former. 

Yon  are  exceedingly  obliging.  Sir,  to  offier  me  one  of  your  Fer^ 
gnaBons.  I  thank  yon &r it,  as  longbt;  biit»  in  truth,  I  bare  more 
pifltores  than  room  to  place  them ;  both  my  booses  are  full,  and  I 
bare  even  been  tbinh'ng  of  getting  rid  of  some  I  baTe.  That  this  is 
no  deolennion  of  your  ciyility.  Sir,  you  will  see,  wben  I  gladly  accept 
either  of  your  medals  of  Eing  Qharles.  I  shall  be  proud  to  keep  it 
as  a  mark  of  your  ftiendsluqp ;  but  then  I  will  undoubtedly  rob  you 
of  but  one. 

I  condole  with  you.  Sir,  for  the  loss  of  your  firiendand  relation,  as 
I  beartily  take  my  share  in  wbateyer  concerns  you.  The  great  and 
unmerited  kindness  I  baye  reoeiYed  fiom  you  will  ever  make  me 
your  most  obliged,  &c 


984.    TO  THB  BBY.  WILLUH  OOLE. 
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I  MUST  never  send  you  trifles;  for  you  always  make  me  real 
presents  in  return.  The  beauty  of  the  coin  of  Edward  the  Con- 
fessor surprises  ma  Mr.  White  must  be  nob,  wben  such  are  bis 
duplicates.  I  am  acquainted  with  bim,  and  have  often  intended  to 
visit  his  collection ;  but  it  is  one  of  tiiiose  things  one  never  does, 
because  one  always  may.  I  give  you  a  thousand  thanks  in  return, 
and  what  are  not  worth  more,  my  own  print.  Lord  Herbert's  life 
(this  is  curious,  though  it  cost  me  little),  and  some  orange  flowers. 
I  wish  you  had  mentioned  the  latter  sooner :  I  have  bad  an  ^wiagipg 
profusion  this  year,  and  given  them  away  to  the  right  and  left  by 
bandfulls.  These  are  all  I  could  collect  to-day,  as  I  was  coming 
to  town ;  but  you  shall  have  more,  U  you  want  them. 

1  consign  tiiese  things  as  you  ordered :  I  wish  the  print  may 
arrive  without  being  rumpled :  it  is  difficult  to  convey  mezsotrntos ; 
but  if  tUs  is  spoiled,  you  shall  have  another. 

If  I  make  any  stay  in  IVanoe  which  I  do  not  think  I  Aall^ 
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above  ox  wmIdb  at  moat,  yoa  ahall  oertunlj  hear  from  me : — but 
I  am  a  bad  oomnuBsioaer  &r  aflarnhhig  yoa  out  a  hemutage.  It  k 
too  muoh  against  my  intereat:  and  I  bad  mnob  nrfiher  find  yoa  one 
in  the  neigbboarbood  of  Strawberry.    Adieu  I 


08&    TO  SIB  HOBAOB  MAITK. 

I  KHOW  nothing.  Tbia  is  both  my  text  and  my  disoonrse :  yeiy 
entertaining  matter  for  a  letter.  Yet  I  most  imte  to  keep  up  oar 
acqaaintanoe,  and  to  acknowledge  yonr  last  You  tell  me  you  are 
disappoinied  of  the  Duke  of  Yofk'a  retom  to  Horenoe. 
you  wiQ  saye  a  little  money  and  more  health ;  two  hoardfi  in 
you  do  not  too  muoh  abound,  my  dear  Sir;  and  though  ihey  are  not 
much  more  durable  enjo3iinentB  than  honour,  they  are  somewhat 
more  eomjfortable.  I  bdieve  my  Lady  Temple  would  at  this 
moment  be  heartily  glad  to  swop  dtnations  with  yoa.  Piinoess 
Amelia  is  at  Stow,  where  Lady  Temple,  Sir  Biohard  Lyttdton, 
and  the  Duehess  ci  Bridgwater  [bis  wife]  are  all  wheeled  into  the 
room  m  gouty  dhairs. 

They  talk  now  of  our  Parliament  meeting  in  November,  wfaioh  is 
00  muoh  sooner  ihan  I  ezpeeted  that  perhapa  it  may  prerent  my 
journey  to  Paris.  In  the  meantime  I  am  going  to  the  Duke  ci 
Deyoneibire's  and  Lord  Straffi>rd%  and  design  to  know  my  own 
mind  by  the  time  I  return. 

Well  now,  oanone  honestly  oaU  this  a  letter?  Oan  one  haye  less 
to  say  when  one  has  nothing  to  say  P  Don't  think  I  am  gulping 
and  suppressing  polities ;  they  are  dead  asleep.  Their  r^fm/ perhaps 
will  make  some  noise.  Oh  I  I  had  forgot  D'Eon:  they  would  not 
allow  him  time  for  witnesses,  and  so  he  would  not  plead,  and  so  he 
was  found  guilty,  and  so  bis  sentenoe  eannot  be  pnmonneed  tSl  next 
term,  wfaioh  is  not  tiU  November,  and  so  I  sappose  ha  will  go  off 
by  October ;  and  so,  if  you  and  the  post  would  ezeuse  me^  I  would 
fijiiah  my  letter.  Moiuneur  de  Querohy  is  gone  fiir  the  suauner 
months.  We  do  not  quite  behave  he  will  return,  as  his  sojovn 
heate  has  been  but  unpleasahi  BJe  is  an  agreeable  gentleman-like 
eort  of  body,  no  genius ;  but  so  maeh  the  better.  It  is  well  for 
JOB  they  had  no  abler  to  send.  Yet  be  is  a  match  for  those  he  has 
to  treat  with. 

Poland  seems  to  be  the  only  busy  spot  upon  the  ^be  at  present. 
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t  was  Tery  weQ  aoqnainted  iriOi  Gsartcxriaki,  their  kmg*  that  k  to 
be»  when  he  was  here.  He  was  a  seofliUe  young  man,  and  spoke 
English  Yery  tolerably.  Mr.  Conway  was  more  intimate  with  him, 
and  still  more  so  wiili  Poniatowdd,  his  oonsin  and  firiend.  Yet 
[  do  not  belieTe  my  cousin  and  Mend  [General  C!onway]  will  go 
atnd  o£Per  his  seryices  to  them  against  General  Branioki,'  ihough  so 
ill-treated  at  home.    Adien,  my  dear  sir. 


OSS.    TO  OSOBYINOB  BSDVOBD,  BSQ. 
DsiaSn:  /«i^S0,17S4. 

I  DID  not  know  that  the  watoh-eoatB  ware  bought  of  Mr.  Mann. 
I  should  be  yeiy  glad  to  oblige  Mr.  Jaokson,  and  will  in  anything 
dse ;  but  I  don't  see  how  I  can  deal  with  anybody  else,  as  Mr. 
Edward  Mann  and  Ins  fiunily  continne  the  business,  and  I  haje 
such  conneotioDS  with  them.  I  could  wish  yon  had  not  thought  of 
this,  as  I  would  fisdn  oblige  Mr.  Jackson,  and  yet  I  cannot  do  any- 
thing—the Manns  [as  Army  CHothiers]  would  take  it  ilL 

I  enclose  the  warrant  and  a  ticket  for  Strawberry ;  and  three 
adyertisementB,  which,  at  your  leisure  as  yon  go  into  the  City,  I  will 
beg  you  to  inquire  after,  and  if  their  cases  are  really  compaasionatei 
to  ffm  half  a  guinea  for  me  to  each,  and  to  send  a  guinea  to  the 
conmion  sidecf  the  Fleet  Prison,  where  they  advertise  their  sickness, 
"*but  don't  mention  me. 

Yours  ever, 

H.  Wauolb. 

M.    TO  THE  EABL  09  HEBTFOSa 

Strawberry  HH  Aug.  8, 1764 

As  my  lettem  axe  seldom  poroper  for  the  post  now,  I  b^gin  them 
at  any  time,  and  am  forced  to  trust  to  chance  for  a  conveyanoe. 
Ihis  difBoulty  renders  my  news  Tory  stale ;  but  what  can  I  doP 
niere  does  not  happen  enough  at  this  season  of  the  year  to  fill  a 
mere  gaaette.  I  should  be  more  sony  to  hare  you  thirdc  me  sQent 
too  long.  You  must  be  so  good  as  to  recdleot,  when  there  is  a 
large  xntenral  between  my  letters,  that  I  haTe  certainly  one  ready 

>  Onftortiki  vai  noidioMii  King,  Imi  PonSstowiklybj  lh«  aams  of  FHotUIoti  IL^ 
Wauou. 
*  Anothsr  eomptiiior  for  tho  crown. — WaiiMU. 
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in  my  wiitbg-boz,  and  otlj  wait  for  a  messenger.  I  hope  to  send 
tliis  by  Lord  Ooventry.  For  the  next  three  weeks,  indeed,  I  shall 
not  he  able  ^to  write,  as  I  go  in  a  few  days  with  your  brother  to 
Chatsworth  and  Wentworth  Casde. 

I  am  under  more  distress  about  my  visit  to  yon — but  I  will  tell 
you  the  truth.  As  I  think  the  Parliament  will  not  meet  before 
Christmas,  though  they  now  talk  of  it  for  Noyember,  I  would  quit 
our  politics  for  a  few  weeks ;  but  the  expense  frightens  me,  which 
did  not  use  to  be  one  of  my  fears.  I  cannot  but  expect,  knowing 
the  enemies  I  have,  that  the  Treasury  may  distress  me.  I  had  laid 
by  a  little  som  which  I  intended  to  bawble  away  at  Paris ;  but 
I  may  haye  yery  serious  occasion  for  ii  The  recent  example  of 
Lord  Holdemesse,  who  has  had  eyeiy  rag  seized  at  the  OuBtom" 
house,  alaims  my  present  jnrudence.  I  cannot  afford  to  buy  even 
clothes,  which  I  may  lose  in  six  weeks.  These  considerations  dis* 
poee  me  to  wait  till  I  see  a  little  farther  into  this  chaos.  You  know 
enough  of  the  present  actors  in  the  political  drama,  to  belieye  that 
the  present  qrstem  is  not  a  permanent  one,  nor  likely  to  roll  on  till 
Christmas  wifliout  some  change.  The  first  moment  that  I  can  quit 
party  with  honour,  I  shall  seize.  It  neither  suits  my  inclination 
nor  the  years  I  haye  lived  in  the  world  ;  for,  though  I  am  not  old, 
I  have  been  in  the  world  so  long,  and  seen  so  much  of  those  who 
figure  in  it,  that  I  am  heartify  sick  of  its  commerce.  My  attach- 
ment to  your  brother,  and  the  apprehension  that  fear  of  my  own 
interest  would  be  thought  the  cause  if  I  took  no  part  for  him, 
determined  me  to  risk  everything  rather  than  abandon  hinu  I  have 
done  it,  and  cannot  repent  whatever  distresses  may  follow.  One's 
good  name  is  of  more  consequence  than  all  the  rest,  my  dear  lord. 
Do  not  think  I  say  this  with  the  least  disrespect  to  you ;  it  is  only 
to  convince  you  that  I  did  not  recommend  anything  to  you  that  I 
would  avoid  myself;  nor  engaged  myself,  nor  wished  to  engage 
yon,  in  party  from  pique,  resentmenl^  caprice,  or  choice.  I  am 
dipped  in  it  much  agcanst  my  inclination.  I  can  suffer  by  it  infi- 
nitdy  more  than  you  could.  But  there  are  moments  when  one  must 
take  one's  part  like  a  man.  This  I  speak  solely  with  regard  to 
myself.  I  allow  fairly  and  honestiy,  that  you  was  not  circumstanced 
as  I  was.  You  had  not  voted  with  your  brother  as  I  did;  the 
world  knew  your  inclinations  were  different  All  this  certainly 
composed  serious  reasons  for  you  not  to  follow  him,  if  you  did  not 
choose  it  My  motives  for  thinkiug  you  had  better  have  espoused 
his  cause,  were  for  your  own  sake :  I  detailed  those  motives  to 

▼OL.  IT.  • 
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yon  in  my  last  long  letter:  that  opinion  is  as  strong  with  me  as 
ever. 

The  affiront  to  yon,  the  malice  that  aimed  that  affront^  the 
importance  that  it  gives  one,  npon  ilie  long  ran,  to  act  steadily 
and  nniformly  with  one's  friends,  the  enemies  yon  make  in  {he 
Opposition,  composed  of  so  many  great  families,  and  of  yonr  awn 
principal  allies,'  and  the  little  merit  yon  gain  with  Ike  Ifinistry  by 
the  contraiy  conduct, — all  these  were,  to  me,  nnanswerable  reasonsE, 
and  remain  so,  for  what  I  advised ;  yet,  as  I  told  yon  before^  I 
think  the  season  is  passed,  and  that  yon  mnst  wait  for  anopportmnty 
of  disengaging  yoniself  with  credit.  I  am  persuaded  that  occasioii 
will  be  given  yon,  from  one  or  other  of  the  causes  I  mentioned  in 
my  last ;  and  if  the  fiairest  is,  I  entreat  you  by  the  good  wnhes 
which  I  am  sure  you  know  from  my  soul  I  bear  you,  to  seiiee  it. 
Excuse  me:  I  Imow  I  go  too  &r,  but  my  heart  is  set  on  your 
making  a  great  figure,  and  your  letters  are  so  kind,  fliat  they 
encourage  me  to  speak  with  a  friendship  which  I  am  sensible  is 
not  discreet; — ^but  you  know  you  and  your  brother  have  ever  been 
the  objects  of  my  warmest  affection;  and,  however  partial  yon 
may  think  me  to  him,  I  must  labour  to  have  the  world  think  as 
highly  of  you,  and  to  unite  you  firmly  for  your  lives.  If  this  was 
not  my  motive,  you  must  be  sure  I  should  not  be  so  earnest  It  is 
not  one  vote  in  the  House  of  Lords  that  imports  us.  Pariy  is  grown 
so  serious,'  and  will,  I  doubt,  become  every  day  more  so,  that  one 
must  make  one's  option;  and  it  will  go  to  my  soul  to  see  yon 
embarked  against  all  your  friends,  against  the  Whig  principles  yon 
have  ever  professed,  and  with  men,  amongst  whom  you  have  not 
one  well-widier,  and  wiih  whom  you  will  not  even  be  able  to  remain 
npon  tolerable  terms,  unless  you  take  a  vigorous  part  against  all  yon 
love  and  esteem. 

In  warm  times  lukewammess  is  a  crime  with  those  on  whose  side 

>  Lftdj  Hertfind  was  dMghtor  of  the  late,  and  oooaiii  of  the  existing  Duke  of 
Grafton,  who  was  one  of  the  leaden  of  the  opposltlon.-^BouuL 

*  The  state  of  the  public  mind  at  this  time  Is  Urns  described  by  Qray :— "  Onunhle, 
indeed,  vmry  one  does ;  bat,  since  Wilkes's  affidr,  th^  fiJl  off  their  metal,  and  seem 
to  sluink  under  the  biaien  hand  of  Norton  and  his  colleagues.  I  hear  there  will  be 
no  Parliament  UU  after  Christmas.  If  the  French  should  be  so  unwise  as  to  suffer 
the  Spaidsh  court  to  go  on  In  their  present  measures  (for  they  reftise  to  pay  the  run- 
som  <&]fanil]a»  and  hate  driven  away  our  logwood  eutten  aheady),  down  go  their 
friends  in  the  ministiy,  and  aU  the  schemes  of  right  di?ine  and  prerogative ;  and  this 
is  perhaps  the  best  chance  we  have.  Are  you  not  struck  with  the  great  similaiity 
there  is  between  the  lint  yean  of  Charies  the  Fint  and  the  present  times  t  Wka 
would  have  thought  it  posrible  five  yean  agol "—  Woris,  6y  Mitford,  voL  iv.,  p.  84.— 

WSMHT. 
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you  aie  ranged.  Your  good  sense  and  experience  will  judge  whefher 
what  I  say  is  not  strictly  the  case.  It  is  not  your  brother  or  I  that 
have  occasioned  these  oiromnstanceB.  Lord  Bute  has  thrown  this 
country  into  a  confusion  which  will  not  easily  he  dissipated  without 
serious  hours.  Changes  may>  and,  as  I  said  in  the  beginning  of  my 
letteTi  will  probably  happen ;  but  the  seeds  that  have  been  sown 
will  not  be  rooted  up  by  one  or  two  revolutions  in  the  cabinei  It 
had  taken  an  hundred  and  fifty  years  *  to  quiet  the  animosities  of 
Whig  and  Tory ;  that  contest  is  again  set  on  foot»  and  though  a 
struggle  for  places  may  be  now,  as  has  often  been,  the  secret  pur- 
pose of  piincipals,  the  court  and  the  nation  are  engaging  on  much 
deeper  springs  of  action.  I  wish  I  could  elucidate  tihis  truth,  as  I 
haye  the  rest,  but  that  is  not  fit  for  paper,  nor  to  be  comprised 
within  the  compass  of  a  letter ; — I  have  said  enough  to  furnish  you 
^th  ample  reflections.  I  submit  all  to  your  own  judgment : — ^I  have 
even  acted  rightly  by  you,  in  laying  before  you  what  it  was  not 
easy  for  you,  my  dear  lord,  to  see  or  know  at  a  distance.  I  trust  aU 
to  your  indulgence,  and  your  acquaintance  with  my  character,  which 
surely  is  not  artfiil  or  mysterious,  and  which,  to  you,  has  ever  been, 
as  it  ever  shall  be,  most  cordial  and  well-intentioned.  I  come  to 
my  gazette. 

l^ere  is  nothing  new,  but  the  resignation  of  Lord  Carnarvon,* 
who  has  thrown  up  the  Bedchamber,  and  they  say,  the  lieutenancy 
of  Hampshire,  on  Stanley  being  made  governor  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight 

I  have  been  much  distressed  this  morning.  The  royal  fiunily 
reside  chiefly  at  Bichmond,  whither  scarce  necessary  servants  attend 
them,  and  no  mortal  else  but  Lord  Bute.  The  King  and  Queen 
have  taken  to  going  about  to  see  places ;  they  have  been  at  Oatlands 
and  Wanstead.  A  quarter  before  ten  to-day,  I  heard  the  bell  at 
the  gate  ring, — ^truthis,  I  was  not  up,  for  my  hours  are  not  reformed, 
either  at  night  or  in  the  morning, — ^I  inquired  who  it  was  P  the 
Prince  of  Mecklenburgh  and  De  Witz  had  called  to  know  if  they 
could  see  the  house ;  my  two  Swiss,  Favre  and  Louis,  told  them  I 
was  in  bed,  but  if  they  would  call  again  in  an  hour,  they  might  see 
it  I  shuddered  at  this  report, — ^and  would  it  were  the  worst  part  I 
The  Queen  herself  was  bdiind,  in  a  coach :  I  am  shocked  to  death, 

Mi  imot  «M7  to  My  what  hundred  and  fifty  yean  be  aUndee  to ;  the  oontetta  of 
WUf  and  Toiy  were  never  lo  Tiolent  as  in  the  h»t  yean  of  Qaeen  Anne,  Jnit  fifty 
yean  hefoie  thia  time.— Cnoxn. 

*  TheMaitiBia  of  Canarron,  ddest  aon  of  the  lecond  Doke  of  Chandos. — CaoKit. 
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and  know  not  what  to  do!  It  ia  ten  timefi  worso  just  now  than  ever 
at  any  other  time :  it  wOl  certainly  be  said,  ihat  I  refnsed  to  let  the 
Queen  see  my  house.  See  what  it  is  to  have  republican  serFanis ! 
When  I  made  a  tempest  about  it»  Fayre  said,  with  the  utmost  mmg 
frMy  **  Why  could  not  he  tell  me  he  was  the  Prince  of  MeddeD- 
burgh  ?"  I  shall  go  fliis  evening  and  consult  my  orade.  Lady 
Suffolk.  If  she  approves  it^  I  will  write  to  De  Witz,  and  pretend 
I  know  noihing  of  anybody  but  the  Prince,  and  beg  a  thousand 
pardons,  and  assure  him  how  proud  I  should  be  to  have  his  master 
visit  my  castle  at  Thundertentronk. 

AvgitMiik. 

I  have  dined  to-day  at  Glaremont,  where  I  little  thought  I  should 
dine,  but  whither  tmr  affairs  have  pretty  naturally  conducted  me. 
It  turned  out  a  very  melancholy  day.  Before  I  got  into  the  house, 
I  heard  that  letters  were  just  arrived  there,  with  accounts  of  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire  having  had  two  more  fits.  When  I  came  to 
see  Lord  John's  [Cavendish]  and  Lord  Frederick's  [Gavendisli] 
letters,  I  fiynnd  these  two  fito  had  been  but  one,  and  that  very 
slight,  much  less  than  the  fonner,  and  certainly  nervous  by  all  the 
symptoms,  as  Sir  Edward  Wilmot^  who  has  been  at  Chatsworth, 
pronounces  it.  The  Duke  perceived  it  coming,  and  directed  what  to 
have  done,  and  it  was  over  in  four  minutes.  The  next  event  was 
much  more  real.  I  had  been  half  round  the  garden  with  the  Duke 
[of  Newcastle]  in  his  one-horse  chair ;  we  were  passing  to  the  other 
side  of  the  house,  when  George  Onslow  met  us,  arrived  on  purpose 
to  advertise  the  Duke  of  the  sudden  death  of  the  Duchess  of  Leeds,' 
who  6]q;nred  yesterday  at  dinner  in  amoment :  he  called  it  apoplectic; 
but  as  the  Bishop  of  Oxford  [Hume],  who  is  at  Claremont,  concluded, 
it  was  the  gout  flown  up  into  the  head*  The  Duke  received  the 
news  as  men  do  at  seventy-one :  but  the  terrible  part  was  to  break 
it  to  the  Duchess  [her  sister],  who  is  iH  Qteorgd  Onslow  would 
have  taken  me  away  to  dinner  with  him,  but  the  Duke  thought  that 
would  alarm  the  Duchess  too  abnq[)tly,  and  she  is  not  to  know  it  yet: 
with  her  very  low  spirits  it  is  likely  to  make  a  deep  impression.  It 
is  a  heavy  stooke  too  for  her  feither,  poor  old  Lord  Goddphin,  who 
is  eighty-six.  For  the  Duke,  his  spirits,  under  so  many  mortifica- 
tions and  calamities,  are  surprising :  flie  only  effect  they  and  his 

'  Lftdj  Uuj,  dan^Ur  of  the  Mcond  Lord  Godolphin,  gnad«dMisb(er  of  Uie  giwi 
Dike  of  Marlb»roiigh,  and  tiiier  of  the  Dncheai  of  NeweMtle^—OmnwoHAx. 
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years  seem  to  have  made  on  him  is  to  have  abated  his  ridioules.^ 
Our  first  meeting  to  be  sure  was  awkward,  yet  I  nerer  saw  a  man 
oondnct  anything  with  move  sense  tiian  he  did.  There  were  no 
notioes  of  what  is  passed ;  nothing  fblsome,  no  ceremony,  dyility 
enonghy  confidence  enongh,  and  the  greatest  ease.  You  would  only 
haye  thought  that  I  had  been  long  abroad,  and  was  treated  like  an 
old  friend's  son  with  whom  he  might  make  free.  In  tnith,  I  never 
saw  more  rational  behayionr :  I  expected  a  great  deal  of  fiattexy, 
but  we  had  nothing  but  business  whfle  we  were  alone,  and  common 
conyersation  while  the  Bishop  and  the  Ghaplain  were  present  The 
Buke  mentioned  to  me  his  haying  heard  Lord  Holland's  inclination 
to  your  embassy.  He  spoke  yeiy  obligiEigly  of  you,  and  said  that, 
next  to  his  own  children,  he  beUeyed  there  was  nobody  the  kte 
Lord  Hardwioke  loyed  so  much  as  you.  I  cannot  say  the  Duke 
spoke  yery  affectionately  of  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  who  has  neyer  written 
a  single  line  to  him  since  he  was  out  I  told  him  that  did  not 
surprise  me,  for  Sir  Joseph  has  treated  your  brother  in  the  same 
manner,  though  the  latter  has  written  two  letters  to  him  since  his 
dismission. 

AHitigi<m  Street,  Tuesday  niffhi,  10  o'doek 

I  am  here  alone  in  the  most  desohite  of  all  towns.  I  came  to-day 
to  yisit  my  soyereign  Duchess'  in  her  lying-in,  and  haye  been  there 
till  this  moment,  not  a  soul  else  but  Lady  Jane  Scott'  Lady 
Waldegraye  came  fix>m  Tunbridge  yesterday  en  passant,  and 
reported  a  new  wofol  history  of  a  Jhaeas  there— don't  my  Lady 
Hertford's  ears  tingle  P  but  she  wiU  not  be  surprised.  A  footman — 
a  yery  comely  fi)otman — ^to  a  Mrs.  Graster,  had  been  most  extremely 
impertinent  to  Lord  CSlanbrazil,  Frederick  Y ane,  and  a  son  of  Lady 
Aime  Hope ;  they  threatened  to  haye  him  turned  away— he  reined, 
if  he  was,  he  knew  where  he  should  be  protected.  Tunbridge  is  a 
quiet  priyate  place,  where  one  does  not  imagine  that  eyerything  one 
does  in  one's  priyate  frunily  will  be  known : — yet  so  it  happened  that 
the  morning  after  the  fellow's  dismission,  it  was  reported  that  he  was 

'  The  reader  will  not  ML  to  obterre  the  radden  effeei  of  Mr.  Walpole'i  eonrenioo 
to  the  Doke  of  KewcMtle's  poUtiei,  how  it  sbstes  all  ridiodes  and  tweetenf  ah 
aeerUtiei.  Ai  no  writer  haa  eontribnted  ao  mnoh  as  Kr.  Walpole  to  depredate  the 
diazacier  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  thia  kind  otpdUnode  ia  not  nnimportani— Obokbb. 

*  The  Dncheia  of  Qiafkon  [afterwaida  Lady  Oaaoiy]  hqr-in,  on  the  17th  July  1764, 
of  her  yonngeat  son.  Lord  Oharlea. — Cmouul  The  Dn^eaa  lived  in  old  Bond-street, 
In  what  is  now  (1857)  part  of  the  Clarendon  Hotel.'^CraaivaHAX. 

'  Tlie  eldest  danghter  of  Francis,  second  Doke  of  Bnodenohi  bom  1728,  died  in 
1777,  namanied.— Cmoxn. 
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by  anoiher  lady,  tiie  Lord  knows  wlio.  At  mg^^  diat  lady 
was  playing  at  loo  in  the  roomB.  Lord  danbraal  told  her  of  the 
report^  and  hoped  she  wonid  contradict  it:  she  grew  as  angry  as  a 
fine  lady  could  grow,  told  him  it  was  no  businesB  of  his,  andr— and  I 
am  afraid,  still  more.  Vane  whispered  het — one  should  have  flionght 
that  name  would  have  had  some  weight — oh !  worse  and  worse !  the 
poor  'Rfigliwli  language  was  ransacked  fer  terms  that  came  up  to  her 
resentment: — the  party  broke  up,  and,  I  suppose,  nobody  went 
bome  to  write  an  account  of  what  happened  to  their  acquaintance. 

O'Brien  and  Lady  Susan  are  to  be  transported  to  the  Ohio,  and 
have  a  grant  of  forty  thousand  acres.  The  Duchess  of  Ghafton 
says  sixty  thousand  were  bestowed ;  but  a  fiiend  of  yours,  and  a 
rdation  of  Lady  Susan,  nibbled  away  twenty  thousand  for  a  Mr. 
Upton. 

By  a  letter  firom  your  brother  to-day,  I  find  omr  northern  joumeiy 
is  laid  aside ;  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  is  coming  to  town ;  the  phy- 
sicians want  him  to  go  to  Spa.  This  derangement  makes  me  torn 
my  eyes  eagerly  towards  Paris ;  though  I  shall  be  ashamed  to  come 
thither  after  the  wise  reasons  I  have  given  you  against  it  in  die 
bq;inning  of  this  letter;  nous  wrron$ — the  temptation  is  strong,  but 
patriots  must  resist  temptationa;  it  is  not  the  etiquette  to  yield  to 
th^mn  till  a  change  happens. 

I  inclose  a  letter,  which  your  brother  has  sent  me  to  convey  to 
you,  and  two  pamphlets.'  The  former  is  said  to  be  written  by  Sheb- 
beaie,'  under  Gtoorge  Grenville's  direction:  the  hritor,  which  makes 
rather  more  noise,  is  certainly  composed  by  somebody  who  does  not 
hate  your  brother— I  even  feuicy  you  will  guess  the  same  person  for 
the  author  that  everybody  else  does.  I  shall  be  able  to  send  you 
soon  another  pamphlet,  written  by  Charles  Townshend,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Warrants: — you  see,  at  least,  we  do  not  ransack 
Newgate  and  the  pillory'  for  writers.  We  leave  those  to  the 
administration. 

I  wish  you  would  be  so  kind  as  to  tdl  me,  what  is  become  <tf  my 
sister  and  Mr.  GhurchilL  I  received  a  letter  firom  Lady  Mary  to-day, 

>  Th^  were  ttSM  "  An  Addiwi  to  the  Publk  on  the  late  dlnaiadon  of  a  Qcmnl 
Ofieer,"  and  "  A  Oonnter  Addras."  The  Utter  wm  written  by  Mr.  Wa^polahlaadt 


'  Dr.  John  Shebbeue,  ion  of  an  attorney  at  Bideford.  He  had  a  erown  penaion  of 
2001.  tryear  giten  him  In  1764  by  Qeotge  Grenyille  (aee  OrenTiUe  FlHMn^  it  270, 
and  Walpole'a  George  III.,  toL  i,  p.  829).— OmnmreHAM. 

*  Bhebbeare  had  been  in  both.  See  WalpoM  Qeotge  III.,  voL  VL,  p.  829,  aaa 
Boswell,  by  Croker,  p.  602. — CvaHOieHAM. 
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telling  me  she  was  that  instant  setting  out  from  PariSi  but  does  not 
say  whither. 

The  first  storm  that  is  likely  to  bnrst  in  politics,  seems  to  be 
threatened  from  the  Bedford  qnarter.  The  Duke  and  Duohess  have 
been  in  town  but  fer  two  days  the  whole  smnmer,  and  are  now 
going  to  Trentham,  whither  Lord  Qower,  ^tii  9e  doiMuM  pour  faiwri^ 
is  retired  for  three  months.  This  is  very  nnlike  the  declaration  in 
spring,  that  the  Duke  must  reside  at  Streatham/  because  the  King 
could  not  spare  him  for  aday. 

The  memorial'  left  by  Guerchy  at  his  departarOy  and  the  late 
arriU  in  France  on  onr  American  histories,  make  much  noise,  and 
seem  to  say  that  I  have  not  h&em  a  fidse  prophet  I  If  onr  ministers 
can  stand  so  maay  difficulties  from  abroad,  and  so  much  odium  at 
home,  they  are  abler  men  than  I  take  them  for.  Adieu,  tiie  whole 
Hdtel  de  Lassay  I  *    I  verily  think  I  shaQ  see  it  soon,< 


98S.    TO  SIK  HORACE  MAKK. 

Strawberry  HtU,  Aug,  18, 1764. 

I  AM  afraid  it  is  some  thousands  of  days  since  I  wrote  to  you ; 
but  woe  is  met  how  could  I  help  itP  Summer  will  be  summer, 
and  peace  peace.  It  is  not  the  fiishion  to  be  mairied,  or  die  in  the 
former,  nor  to  kill  or  be  killed  in  the  latter ;  and  pray  recollect  if 
tiioee  are  not  the  sources  of  correspondence.  You  may  perhaps  put 
in  a  caveat  against  my  plea  of  peace,  and  quote  Turks  Island*  upon 
me ;  why,  to  be  sure  the  parenthesis  is  a  little  hostile,  but  we  are 
like  a  good  wife,  and  can  wink  at  what  we  don't  like  to  see ;  besides, 
the  French,  like  a  sensible  husband,  that  has  made  a  dip,  have 
promised  us  a  new  topknot,  so  we  have  kissed  and  are  very  good 
friends. 

The  Duke  of  York  returned  very  abruptiy .  The  town  talks  of  re- 
mittances stopped ;  but  as  I  know  nothing  of  tiie  matter,  and  you  are 
not  only  a  minister  but  have  the  honour  of  his  good  graces,  I  do  not 
pretend  to  tell  you  what  to  be  sure  you  know  better  tiian  I  do. 

1  A  Tills  of  tlie  Duke*!  fti  SinsUiain,  d«riTed  from  Mr.  Hovliad,  his  in*teniAl 
Smnd&ther,  from  whom  Howlaad-iireet  ii  named. — Cbokbb. 

'  Tho  points  In  di^nto  between  Fnnce  and  England  at  tliia  period  aroee  ont  of 
the  non-performanee  of  certain  artidee  of  the  treaty — the  payment  of  the  Canada 
biUa,  and  the  ezpenie  of  the  priaoneia  of  war,  and  certain  daims  fbr  oompenaatlon 
for  offecta  taken  at  BeUlale.— <7bokei. 

'  The  honae  whleh  Lord  Hertford  hired  in  Paria. — Cbokib. 

*  Which  had  been  aeiz^  and  taken  from  ns.— Wauou. 


/ 
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Old  Sir  John  BaniATd '  ifi  dead^  which  he  had  heea  to  the  world 
for  some  time :  andMr.  Legge.  The  latter,  who  was  heartily  in  the 
minority,  said  oheerfolly  jiut  before  he  died,  *^  thai  he  was  going  to 
the  majority/' ' 

Lotus  talk  a  little  of  the  north.  Count  Poniatowski,  with  wham 
I  was  acquainted  when  he  was  here,  is  King  of  Poland,  and  calb 
himself  Stanislaus  the  Second.  This  is  the  sole  instance,  I  bdieve^ 
upon  record,  of  a  second  of  a  name  being  on  the  flutme  while  tiie 
first  was  living  without  having  contributed  to  dethrone  him.  Old 
StanisLius  lives  to  see  a  line  of  successors,  like  Macbeth  in  the  cave 
of  the  witches.  So^much  for  Poland ;  don'tletusgofisaihernordi; 
we  ehall  find  there  Alecto  herselfl  I  have  almost  w^  for  poor 
Ivan  I'  I  shall  soon  begin  to  believe  that  Bichard  in.  ^  murdered  as 
many  fidks  as  the  Lancastrian  historians  say  he  did.  I  expect  tliat 
this  Fury  will  poison  her  son  next,  lest  Semiramis  should  have  tiie 
bloody  honour  of  having  been  more  unnaturaL  As  Voltaire  has  un- 
poisoned  so  many  persons  of  fonner  ages,  methinks  he  ought  to  do  as 
much  for  Uie  present  time,  and  assure  posterity  that  there  nev»  was 
sudi  a  lamb  as  Oatherine  11.,  and  that,  so  far  from  assassinating  her 
own  husband  and  Czar  Ivan,  she  wept  over  every  chicken  that  she 
had  for  dinner.  How  crimes,  like  fiidiions,  flit  from  dime  to  dime ! 
Murder  reigns  under  the  Pole,  while  you,  who  are  in  the  veiy  town 
where  Oatherine  de'  Medici  was  bom,  and  within  a  sbme's  throw 
of  Home,  where  Borgia  and  his  holy  father  sent  carrjinals  to  the 
other  world  by  hecatombs,  are  surprised  to  hear  ihat  there  is  suoli 
an  instrument  as  a  stiletto.  The  papal  is  now  a  mere  gouty  diair, 
and  the  good  old  souls  don't  even  waddle  out  of  it  to  get  a  bastard. 

Wdl,  good  night  I  I  have  no  more  monardis  to  chat  over ;  all  the 
rest  are  the  most  Oaiholic  or  most  Olmstian,  or  most  something  or 
other  that  is  divine ;  and  you  know  one  can  never  talk  long  about 
folks  that  are  only  excellent.  One  can  say  no  more  about  Stanislaus 
the  first  than  that  he  is  the  best  of  beings.  I  mean,  unless  they  do 
not  deserve  it,  and  then  their  flatterers  can  hold  forth  upon  flieir 
virtues  by  the  hour. 

^  Foimeriy  Lord  ICajor  of  I^ondon,  and  oao  of  tho  diielk  of  the  oppoiitioa  to  Sir 
B.  Wilpolft  [toL  L,  p.  106].— Waxmu. 

*  Kr.  liCsgo  told  a  rexy  Ikt  feUow  wlio  eune  to  Bee  him  the  daj  he  died, "  Sir,  yoa 
are  a  gntA  weighty  hut  let  me  teU  yon,  yoa  are  in  at  the  deftth."  I  do  not  bdkve 
anj  of  jonr  d-nl  moneieiin  would  go  off  the  itage  io  gallantly.—Oia^  WMawu  ta 
Mtoifn,  Sepi  11«  17S4 — CussnroRAM. 

*  The  depeeed  Giar  Ivan,  attempting  to  make  his  eeeape,  had  heen  rnnrdend; 
\mi  it  ii  nacj  donhtftil  whether  the  Carina  eonld  heprlTy  to  Us  death.-^WALPoi»n. 

«  Mr.  Walpole  afterwarda  [176S]  pnbUahed  hia  "  Hiatorie  DoahU*  on  that  iobjoci. 
—Walfou. 
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M9.    TO  6B0BQS  MONTAGU,  SSQ. 

AriinffUm  Slnd,  Aug.  16, 1704. 

I  AM  not  gone  north,  ao  pray  write  to  me.  1  am  not  going  south, 
BO  pray  come  to  me.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire's  journey  to  Spa  has 
prerentedthe  first,  and  twenty  reasons  the  second;  whenever  there- 
fore you  are  disposed  to  make  a  yisit  to  Strawbenry,  it  will  rejoice  to 
reoeiTeyou  in  its  old  rufib  and  fiirdingales,  and  without  rouge,  blonde, 
andmnsOks. 

You  have  not  said  a  word  to  me,  ingrate  as  you  are,  about  Lord 
Herbert ;  does  not  he  deserve  one  lineP  Tell  me  when  I  shall  see 
you,  that  I  may  make  no  appointments  to  interfere  with  ii  Mr. 
Conway,  Lady  Ailesbuiy,  and  Lady  Lyttelton,  have  been  at  Straw- 
berry with  me  for  four  or  five  days,  so  I  am  come  to  town  to  have 
my  house  washed,  for  you  know  I  am  a  very  Hollander  in  point  of 
deanUness.  This  town  is  a  deplorable  solitude ;  one  meets  nothing 
but  Mrs.  Holman,  like  the  pelican  in  the  wilderness.    Adieu  I 


940.    TO  THX  KABL  OF  HBBTFOBD. 

Strwiberry  Hm,  Aug.  27, 1764. 

I  HOPB  you  received  safe  a  parcel  and  a  veiy  long  letter  that  I 
sent  you,  above  a  fortnight  ago,  by  Mr.  Strange  fiie  engraver. 
Scaxoe  anything  has  happened  since  worth  repeating,  but  what  you 
know  alr^y,  the  death  of  poor  Legge,  and  the  seizure  of  Tork 
Island : '  Uie  latter  event  very  consonant  to  all  my  ideas.  It  makes 
much  noise  here,  especially  in  the  city,  where  the  Ministry  grow 
every  day  more  and  more  unpopular.  Indeed,  I  think  there  is  not 
much  probability  of  their  standing  their  ground,  even  till  dmstmas. 
Several  defections  are  already  known,  and  others  are  ripe  which  they 
do  not  apprehend. 

Doctor  Hunter,  I  conclude,  has  sent  you  Gharles  Townshend's 

'  A  imall  idaad,  also  ein«d  Torillgl^  netr  8i  Damliiffo,  of  whldi  a  FroBcli 
iqudron  hid  dtopoMweed  lome  BiigUiih  letUen.  This  pioceedlng  wai,  however, 
immodialoly  dittTOwed  bj  the  French,  end  orden  were  Immedlatdr  deepelched  for 
nititaUoii  and  eompenaatlon  to  the  mdhnn.  We  can  eeaily  gather  from  lb. 
Wa^pole'a  own  ezpieiatone,  why  this  aflUr  wm  lalsed  Into  toch  moaaeiitaiy  im- 
portaQee.--CM>an. 
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pamphlet :  it  u  well  written,  but  does  not  sell  machi  as  a  notion  pre- 
vails that  it  has  been  much  altered  and  softened. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire  is  gone  to  Spa ;  he  was  stopped  for  a 
week  by  a  rash/  which  those  who  wished  it  so-called  a  miliary  fever, 
butwassofiEurfromity  that  if  he  does  not  find  immediate  benefit  from 
Spa,  he  is  to  go  to  Aiz-la-Ghapelle,  in  hopes  that  the  warm  baths 
will  supple  his  skin,  and  promote  another  eruption. 

I  have  been  this  evening  to  Sion,  whioh  is  becoming  anofiier 
Mount  Palatine.  Adam  has  displayed  great  taste,  and  (he  Earl 
mftto>^fifl  it  with  magnificence.  The  gallery  is  converting  into  a 
museum  in  the  style  of  a  columbarium,  according  to  an  idea  tliat  I 
proposed  to  my  Loid  Northumberland.  Mr.  Bouldby' and  Lady  Mary 
are  there,  and  the  Primate  [Stone],  who  looks  old  and  broken  enough 
to  aspire  to  the  papacy.  Lord  Holland,  I  hear,  advises  what  Ijcnd 
Bute  muck  wishes,  the  removal  of  George  Ghrenville,  to  make  room 
for  Lord  Northumberland  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury.  The  Duchess 
of  Grafton  is  gone  to  her  father.*  I  wish  you  may  hear  no  more  of 
this  journey !  If  you  should,  this  time,  the  complaints  will  oome 
from  her  side. 

You  have  got  the  Sposo  Ooventry  *  with  you,  have  not  you  P  And 
you  are  going  to  have  the  Duke  of  York.  You  will  not  want  soxskL  a 
nobody  as  me.  When  I  have  a  good  opportonity,  I  will  tell  you 
some  very  sensible  advice  that  has  been  given  me  on  that  head, 
which  I  am  sure  you  will  approve. 

It  is  well  for  me  I  am  not  a  Bussian.  I  should  certainly  be 
knouted.    The  murder  of  the  young  Czar  Ivan  has  sluiced  again  all 

*  The  Duke  of  DeroiiBhire'i  iUnan  aeems  to  have  nnk  Hony's  spiiiii  prodSfpoiiiIj. 
He  ezpeots  the  reenrrection  of  Mr.  Pitt,  as  the  Jews  do  the  ooming  of  the  Meniafa, 
and,  for  all  I  can  lee,  with  ai  mnch  nuoiL-^OiUy  WtOiiams  to  Bdwyn^  Sepl  29, 
1764. — ^CinrvniaHAii. 

*  Thomas  BooldVy,  Esq.,  and  his  lady,  sister  of  the  first  Dnke  of  Hontagn,  of  the 
second  creation, — Cbokbb. 

*  Hot  [Walpole]  may  write  another  pamphlet^  for  I  hear  the  Duke  of  Giafton  haa 
tamed  the  DniDhess  out  (though  she  is  hcare  and  has  seen  serrioe)  withoat  assigning 
a  reason. — Lcrd  Holland  to  Bdtoyn,  Sept  28, 1764. — ^CuranroBAM. 

^  The  Bad  brought  his  new  Coontess  [Lady  Barbara  St.  John]  to  ICaigaret-elreei 
the  night  after  the  eonanmmation.  Ton  know  him  so  wdl,  that  I  dare  say  yom  are 
peife^y  master  of  his  words  and  actions  on  sach  an  occasion ;  and  as  for  her  lady- 
ship, it  was  aU  prettiness,  fright,  insipidity;  question  and  answer,  which  neither  gold 
stnlb,  diamonds,  a  new  diair  with  a  veiy  laige  coronet  in  the  centre,  like  the  Queen's 
— neither  of  these  I  say  had  power  to  idter ;  and  as  my  friend  was  never  cut  out  for 
decent  and  matrimonial  gallantly,  a  very  awkward  air  made  them  both  aa  entertun- 
ing  a  couple  aserer  I  passed  an  hour  with.  They  are  to  be  introduced  at  Court  on 
Bimdaj,  and  to  set  oat  for  Crome  the  next  day.  Her  toad-eater  for  the  rammer  ia 
ICiM  HoBhloiir-Ot%  WUUami  to  Sdio^  Sept  29, 1764.-<lvnx]iaiU]c. 
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my  abhorrence  of  the  OEarina.    What  a  devil  in  a  diadem !    I 
wonder  fhey  can  spare  such  a  prindpal  peifbrmer  from  hell  I 

I  had  left  this  letter  nnfiniahed,  from  want  of  common  materialB, 
if  I  ahould  send  it  by  the  post;  and  from  want  of  private  convey- 
ance, if  I  said  more  than  was  fit  for  the  post.  But  being  just  re- 
turned from  Park-place,  where  I  have  been  for  three  days,  I  not  only 
find  your  extremely  kind  letter  of  August  21st,  but  a  card  from 
Madame  de  Chabot,  who  tells  me  she  sets  out  for  Paris  in  a  day  or 
two,  and  offisrs  to  cany  a  letter  to  you,  which  gives  me  the  oppor- 
tnnity  I  wished  for. 

I  must  begin  with  what  you  conclude — your  most  friendly  offer,*  if 
I  should  be  distressed  by  the  Treasury.  I  can  never  thank  you 
enough  for  this,  nor  the  tender  manner  in  which  you  clothe  it ; 
though,  believe  me,  my  dear  lord,  I  could  never  Uush  to  be  obliged 
to  yoxL  In  truth,  though  I  do  not  doubt  their  disposition  to  hurt 
me,  I  have  had  prudence  enough  to  make  it  much  longer  than  their 
reign  can  last,  before  it  could  be  in  their  power  to  make  me  feel 
want.  With  all  my  extravagance,  I  am  much  beforehand,  and 
having  perfected  and  paid  for  what  I  wished  to  do  here,  my  common 
expenses  are  trifling,  and  nobody  can  live  more  frugally  than  I,  when 
I  have  a  mind  to  it.  What  I  said  of  fearing  temptations  at  Paris, 
was  barely  serious:  I  thought  it  imprudent,  just  now,  to  throw  away 
my  money ;  but  that  consideration,  singly,  would  not  keep  me  here. 
I  am  eager  to  be  with  you,  and  my  chief  reason  for  delaying  is,  that 
I  wish  to  make  a  longer  stay  than  I  could  just  now.  The  advice  I 
hinted  at,  in  the  fonner  part  of  this  letter,  was  Lady  Suffolk's,  and 
I  am  sure  you  will  think  it  rery  sensible.  She  told^me,  should  I 
now  go  to  Paris,  all  the  world  would  say  I  went  to  tiy  to  persuade 
vou  to  resign ;  that  even  the  report  would  be  impertinent  to  you,  to 
wham  die  knew  and  saw  I  wished  so  well ;  and  that  when  I  should 
return,  it  would  be  said  I  had  foiled  in  my  errand.  Added  to  this, 
which  was  sorely  yeiy  prudent  and  friendly  advice,  I  will  own  to 

^  Tkii  liUr  Is  enditabto  to  aU  the  ptrtiei.  Whan  Genenl  Conwtj  wm 
tuned  oiit»  Mr.  WiJpole  placed  all  hit  fortune  at  hia  diapoaal,  in  a  reiy 
generous  letter.  Thla  indneed  Mr.  Walpole  to  think  of  economy,  and  to  ttate  in 
a  foimer  letter  aome  ^^prehenaion  aa  to  hia  drenmatanoea ;  in  reply  to  which.  Lord 
Hertfiird,  who  had  already  made  a  aimllar  propoaition  to  General  Ccmway,  now  oflfon 
to  place  Mr.  Walpole  above  the  pecnniarr  difficnlties  which  he  apprehended.— 
OaoKia. 
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you  fiurily,  that  I  think  I  shall  soon  have  it  in  my  power  to  come  to 
you  on  the  foot  I  wish, — ^I  mean,  having  done  with  politics,  which  I 
haye  told  you  all  along,  and  with  great  truths  are  as  much  my  abhor- 
rence as  yours.  I  think  this  administration  cannot  last  till  Ghrist- 
masy  and  I  belieye  they  themBelyes  think  so.  I  am  cautious  when 
I  say  this,  because  I  promise  you  faithfully,  the  last  thing  I  will  do 
shall  be  to  giye  you  any  false  lights  knowingly.  I  am  clear,  Irepeat 
it,  against  your  resigning  now ;  and  there  is  no  meaning  in  all  Ihaye 
taken  the  Uberiy  to  say  to  you,  and  which  you  receive  with  so  much 
goodness  and  sense,  but  to  put  you  on  your  guard  in  such  tiftVligh 
times,  and  to  pave  imperceptibly  to  ihe  world  the  way  to  your  re- 
union with  your  Mends.  In  your  brother,  I  am  persuaded,  you  will 
never  find  any  alteration ;  and  whenever  you  find  an  opportonity 
proper,  his  credit  with  particular  persons  will  remove  any  coldness 
that  may  have  happened.  I  admire  the  force  and  reasoning  with 
which  you  have  stated  your  own  situation ;  and  I  think  there  are 
but  two  points  in  which  we  differ  at  all.  I  do  not  see  how  yotir 
brother  could  avoid  the  part  he  chose.  It  was  the  administration 
that  made  it  decisive — no  inclination  of  his.  l^e  other  is  a  trifle ; 
it  regards  Elliot,  nor  is  it  my  opinion  alone  that  he  is  at  Paris  on 
business :  everybody  believes  it,  and  considering  his  abilities,  and  the 
present  difficulties  of  Lord  Bute,  EUiof  s  absence  would  be  very 
extraordinary,  if  merely  occasioned  by  idleness  or  amusement,  or  even 
to  place  his  children,  when  it  lasts  so  long. 

The  affair  of  Turk  Island,  and  the  late  promotion  of  Colonel 
Fletcher  ^  over  thirty-seven  older  officers,  are  the  chief  causes,  added 
to  the  Canada  bills.  Logwood  and  the  Manilla  afiiEdrs,  which  have 
ripened  our  heats  to  such  a  height  Lord  Mansfield's  violence 
against  the  press  has  contributed  much — but  the  great  distress  of  all 
to  the  Ministers,  is  the  behaviour  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  who  has 
twice  or  thrice  peremptorily  refused  to  attend  coundL  He  has  been 
at  Trentham,  and  crossed  the  country  back  to  Wobum,  wiUiout 
coming  to  town.'  Lord  Gh>w6r  has  been  in  town  but  one  day. 
Many  causes  are  assigned  for  all  this ;  the  refusal  of  making  Lord 
Waldegrave  of  the  Bedchamber ;  Lord  Tavistock's  inclination  to  the 
minority ;  and  above  all,  a  reversion,  whidi  it  is  beUeved  Lord  Bute 
has  becoi  so  weak  as  to  obtain,  of  Ampthill,  a  royal  grant,  in  which 
the  Duke  has  but  sixteen  years  to  come.    You  know  enough  of  that 

'  Colonel  Fleidier  of  tlie  85tli  fool— Cboxul 

'  Not  very  mirpriaiiig^  however,  as  London  ironld  hare  been  about  eigh^  mflta 
roond.— Cboub. 
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oourty  to  know  tliat,  in  the  ariiGle  of  Bedfbrdflhire,  no  influeuco  kis 
any  weight  with  his  grace.  At  present,  indeed,  I  belieye  little  is 
tried.  The  Duohess  and  Lady  Bute  are  as  hosldla  as  possible. 
Righy's  journey  oonyinoes  me  of  what  I  have  long  sospeotedi  that 
his  reign  is  at  an  end.  I  have  even  heard,  though  I  am  fiir  from 
trusting  to  the  quarter  from  which  I  had  my  intelligence^  that  the 
Duke  [of  Newcastle]  has  been  making  OTcrtures  to  Mr.  Fitt»*  which 
have  not  been  received  unfavourably ;  I  shall  know  more  of  this 
soon,  as  I  am  to  go  to  Stowe  in  three  or  four  days.  Mr.  Pitt  is 
exceedingly  well-disposed  to  your  brother,  talks  highly  of 'him,  and 
of  the  injustice  done  to  him,  and  they  are  to  meet  on  the  first  con* 
yenient  opportunity.  Thus  much  for  politics,  which,  however,  I 
cannot  quit,  without  again  telling  you  how  sensible  I  am  of  all  your 
goodness  and  friendly  oflfers. 

The  Court,  independent  of  politics,  makes  a  strange  figure.  The 
recluse  life  led  here  at  Bichmond,  which  is  carried  to  sudh  an  excess 
of  privacy  and  economy,  that  the  Queen's  fiiseur  waits  on  them  at 
dinner,  and  that  four  pounds  only  of  beef  are  allowed  for  their  soup, 
disgusts  all  sorts  of  people,  llie  drawing-rooms  are  abandoned : 
Lady  Buckingham'  was  the  only  woman  there  on  Sunday  se'nnight 
The  Duke  of  York  was  commanded  home.  They  stopped  his  remit- 
tances,' and  then  were  alarmed  on  finding  he  still  was  somehow  or 

'  The  foUowing  is  a  pfiMag«  from  %  letter  written  by  Mr.  Pitt  to  the  Duke  of  New- 
eaailey  in  October,  in  reply  to  one  of  these  OTertnres :— ''  As  for  my  nngU  m{/*,  I 
purpoee  to  eontinne  acting  through  life  upon  the  best  conTlctiona  I  am  able  to  form, 
and  under  the  obligation  of  principles^  not  by  the  force  of  any  particoUur  baigains. 
I  presnme  not  to  Judge  for  those  who  think  they  see  daylight  to  aerre  thdr  country 
by  such  means;  but  shaU  continue  myself^  as  often  as  I  think  it  worth  the  while  to 
go  to  the  House  of  Commons,  to  go  there  free  from  stipulations,  about  every  question 
under  conaiderstlon,  as  well  as  to  come  out  of  the  House  as  free  as  I  entered  it 
Having  seen  the  dose  of  last  session,  and  the  system  of  that  great  war,  in  which  my 
share  of  the  ministry  was  so  laigely  arraigned,  giren  up  by  silence  in  a  full  Houses  I 
have  little  thoughts  of  beginning  the  world  again  upon  a  new  centre  of  union.  Tour 
grace  will  not»  I  trust,  wonder  i(  after  so  recent  uid  so  strange  a  phenomenon  in 
polities,  I  haTc  no  disposition  to  quit  the  f^  condition  of  a  man  standing  single, 
and  daring  to  appeal  to  his  country  at  large,  upon  the  soundness  of  his  principles  and 
the  rectitude  of  his  conduct."  See  CkeUham  Correijxmdenee,  toL  iL,  p.  298. — WaioBT. 
^  Mary  Anne  Brury,  wife  of  John,  second  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire. — Gboxuu 
'  Mr.  Walpole  gires  an  unUr  turn  to  this  drcnmstance.  The  stopping  the 
Duke  of  Toik*s  remittances,  and  ordering  him  home,  was  a  measure  of  prudence,  not 
to  say  of  necessity,  for  that  young  Prince's  eztraragance  abroad  had  made  a  puUic 
clamour ;  so  much  so,  that  a  popular  preacher  deliyered,  about  this  time,  a  sermon 
on  the  following  text: — "The  younger  mm  gathered  aU  together,  and  took  his 
Joomey  into  a  tit  country,  and  there  wasted  his  substance  with  riotous  living."  St 
Luke,  c  XT.  T.  18.  The  letters  and  even  the  publications  of  the  day  allude  to  this 
extravagance,  and  surely  it  was  the  duty  of  his  brother  and  sovereign  to  repress  an 
indisoetion  which  occasioned  such  obBervations.-~CROKHB. 
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other  supplied  infh  money.  The  two  next  Prinoes*  aie  at  ibe 
Pavilions  at  Hampton  Oonrt,  in  very  priyate  circDmstanoee  indeed ; 
no  household  is  to  be  established  for  Fzinoe  William^  who  aooedes 
nearer  to  Hie  malecontents  every  day.  In  short,  one  hears  of 
nothuig  but  dissatisfiustion,  whioh  in  the  dty  rises  almost  to  treaaon. 

Mrs.  Comwallis '  has  found  that  her  husband  has  been  dismissed 
from  the  Bedchamber  this  twelvemonth  wiili  no  notice ;  his 
appointments  were  even  paid;  but  on  this  discovery  they  axe 
stopped. 

You  ask  about  what  I  had  mentioned  in  the  b^pnning  of  my 
letter,  the  dissensions  in  the  house  of  Grafton.  The  world  says  they 
are  actually  parted:  I  do  not  believe  that;  but  I  will  tell  you  exactly 
all  I  know.  His  grace,  it  seems,  ioir  many  months  has  kept  one 
Nancy  Parsons,*  one  of  the  commonest  creatures  in  London,  once 
much  liked,  but  out  of  date.  He  is  certainly  grown  uncommonly 
attached  to  her,  so  much,  that  it  has  put  an  end  to  all  his  decorum. 
She  was  publicly  with  hun  at  Ascot  races,  and  is  nowin  the  Forest  ;^ 
I  do  not  know  if  actually  in  the  house.  At  first,  I  concluded  this 
was  merely  stratagem  to  pique  the  Duchess ;  but  it  certainly  goes 
further.  Before  the  Duchess  laid  in,'  she  had  a  little  house  on 
Biohmond-hill,  whither  the  Duke  sometimes,  though  seldom,  came 
to  dine.  Durmg  her  month  of  confinement,  he  was  scarcely  in  town 
at  all,  nor  did  he  even  come  up  to  see  the  Duke  of  Devonshire. 
The  Duchess  is  certainly  gone  to  her  £Either.  She  afEected  to  talk  of 
the  Duke  femiliarly,  and  said  she  should  call  in  the  Forest  as  she 
went  to  Lord  Bavensworth's.  I  suspect  she  is  gone  thither  to 
recriminate  and  complain.  She  did  not  talk  of  letuming  till 
October.  It  was  said  the  Duke  was  going  to  France,  but  I  hear  no 
more  of  ii    Thus  the  affidr  stands,  as  £eu:  as  I  or  your  brother,  or 

'  WSUiam  cnated,  in  KoTember  1764^  Duke  of  Glonoetter ;  and  Henxy  cmted,  in 
1766»  Duke  of  Ciunberiiad.  The  iijiiitioe  of  Mr.  Walpole'e  insiniifttioui  wiU  be 
erideni,  when  ii  ie  remembered  ibai,  at  the  date  of  this  letter,  the  eldest  of  these 
Prinees  was  bat  twenty,  and  the  other  eighteen  jrears  of  age^  and  that  they  were  both 
created  Dakei^  and  liad  households  established  for  them  as  soon  as  they  respectlTely 
came  of  age. — Oaoua. 

'  Mary,  daoghter  of  Chaxles,  seoond  Yisooimt  Townshend,  wife  of  Bdward,  sixth 
son  of  the  tUH  Lord  ComwaBli.  I  suspect  that  here  again  Mr.  Walpole's  aocnsa- 
tion  is  not  oonect  Qenersl  Comwallis  had  been  groom  of  the  bedchamber  to  Qeoige 
IL,  and  was  continued  in  the  same  oflce  by  the  snooessor,  till  he  was  appointed 
Gowmor  qf  QiJbraUart  whra  Mr.  Henzy  Seymour  was  appointed  in  his  room.— 

'  This  scandal  has  been  immortalised  by  JTuiiu.— Cbokbb. 

*  At  Wakefield  Lodge,  in  Whittlebnxy  Forest,  Northamptonshire.— Cbokbl 

*  Of  Lord  Oharles  Fitsoy,  bom  17tb  Jnly,  1764 ;  died  1829.— dunmroBAV. 
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fhe  Cayendishefi,  know ;  nor  have  we  lieaid  one  word  from  either 
Duke  or  Duchess  of  any  raptore.  I  hope  she  will  not  be  so  weak 
88  to  party  and  that  her  &ther  and  mother  will  prevent  it.  It  is  not 
nnlni^  that  she  has  seen  none  of  the  Bedfords  lately,  who  would 
be  glad  to  blow  the  coals.  Lady  Wald^grave  was  with  her  one  day, 
bat  I  believe  not  alone. 

There  was  nobody  at  Park-place  but  Lord '  and  Lady  William 
Campbell.  Old  Sir  John  Barnard'  is  dead ;  for  other  news,  I  have 
none.  I  beg  you  will  always  say  a  great  deal  for  me  to  my  lady. 
As  I  trouble  you  with  such  long  letters,  it  would  be  unreasonable  to 
overwhelm  her  too.  You  know  my  attachment  to  everjrthing  that 
is  yours.  My  warmest  wish  is  to  see  an  end  of  the  present  unhappy 
posture  of  pubHc  affairs,  which  operate  so  shockingly  even  on  our 
private.  If  I  can  once  get  quit  of  them,  it  will  be  no  easy  matter 
to  involve  me  in  them  again,  however  difScult  it  may  be,  bs  you 
have  found,  to  escape  them.  Nobody  is  more  criminal  in  my  eyes 
than  (Jeoige  Orenville,  who  had  it  in  his  power  to  prevent  what  has 
happened  to  your  brother.  Nothing  could  be  more  repugnant  to  all 
the  principles  he  has  ever  most  avowedly  and  publidy  professed — 
but  he  has  opened  my  eyes — sudia  mixture  of  vanity  and  meanness, 
of  fEdsehood  and  hypoarisy,  is  not  common  even  in  thia  country  I  It 
is  a  ridiculous  embarra»  after  all  the  rest,  and  yet  you  may  conceive 
the  distress  I  am  under  about  my  Lady  Blandford,'  and  the  nego- 
tiations I  am  forced  to  employ  to  avoid  meeting  him  there,  whidi  I 
am  determined  not  to  do. 

I  shall  be  able,  when  I  see  you,  to  divert  you  with  some  excellent 
stories  of  a  principal  figure  on  our  side ;  but  they  are  too  long  and 
too  many  for  a  letter,  especially  of  a  letter  so  prolix  as  this.  Adieu, 
my  dear  brd  I 

>  Loid  WiUiam,  brothor  of  Genotl  Conwagr'g  lady,  tad  tUid  brotiiar  of  the  fifth 
Bake  of  Azgyle;  hie  wife  wm  Sanh,  daughter  of  W.  Teard,  Boq.,  of  OhaiJeitoii,— 
C&oun. 

*  See  vol.  I,  p.  106  ^and  toL  ir,  p.  264.— GvninraBiM. 

*  ICaria  GaUierine  de  Jonge,  a  Datch  lady,  widow  of  William  Qodolphin,  Maiqnii 
of  Blandford,  and  sister  of  Isabella  Countess  of  Denbigh ;  they  were  near  neighboua 
and  intimate  aoqnaintanoes  of  Mr.  Walpole's. — Cbokbb.  '  See  WalpMt  Wcrbt,  ir. 
991t  tar  a  copy  of  Tenes  entitled  "  A  Card  to  Lady  BUndford."— Cramioiux. 


srs  HoiiCB  wALPoure  LiCTraa.  [iru. 


941.    TO  THE  BIQET  HON.  WILUAH  PITT. 
Sn ;  ArUngUm  Strtd,  Aug.  29, 1764. 

Ajs  you  have  always  pennitted  me  to  offer  you  tiie  trifles  printed 
at  my  press,  I  am  glad  to  have  one  [Lord  Herbert's  life]  to  send 
you  of  a  UtUe  more  consequence  than  some  in  whidi  I  have  Iiad 
myself  too  great  a  share,  ^e  singolarity  of  the  work  I  now  trouble 
you  with  is  greater  merit  than  its  rarity ;  though  there  are  but  two 
hundred  copies,  of  which  only  half  are  mine.  If  it  amuses  an  hour 
or  two  of  your  idle  time,  I  am  oveipaid.  My  greatest  ambition  is 
to  pay  that  respect  which  every  Engh'shman  owes  to  your  character 
and  services ;  and  therefore  you  must  not  wonder  if  an  inoonsidenihle 
man  seizes  evexy  opportunity,  however  awkwardly,  of  assoiing  you. 
Sir,  that  he  is.  Your  most  devoted,  Ac 

942.    TO  THB  KEY.  WILLIAH  OOLB. 
Dhab  8n:  BtrwAtrry  BM,  Aug.  29, 1764. 

Amono  the  multitude  of  my  papers  I  have  mislaid,  though  not 
lost,  the  account  you  was  so  good  as  to  give  me  of  your  ancestor 
Tuer,  as  a  painter.  I  have  been  hunting  for  it^  to  insert  it  in  the 
new  edition  of  my  Anecdotes.  It  is  not  very  reasonable  to  sate 
myself  trouble  at  tiie  expense  of  yours ;  but  perhaps  you  can  mudi 
sooner  turn  to  your  not^  than  I  find  your  letter.  Will  you  be  so 
good  as  to  send  me  soon  all  the  particulars  yon  recollect  of  him.  I 
have  a  print  of  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  from  his  painting. 

I  did  not  send  you  any  more  orange  flowers,  as  you  desired ;  for 
the  continued  rains  rotted  all  the  latter  blow :  but  I  had  made  a  vast 
pot-pourri,  from  whence  you  shall  have  as  much  as  you  please,  when 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  here,  whidi  I  should  be  glad 
might  be  in  the  b^jinning  of  October,  if  it  suits  your  convenience. 
At  the  same  time  you  simll  have  a  print  of  Lord  Herbert,  which  I 
I  did  not  send  you. 


P.S.  I  trust  you  will  bring  me  a  volume  or  two  of  your  MSS.  of 
which  I  am  most  thirsty. 


ltM.1 .  VO  THB  HOK.  MB.  WBWAY.  ffl 


$0.    TO  THS  HON.  H.  a  GONWAT. 

Stpiember  1, 17M. 

I BBND  you  the  reply  to  fhe  Counter- Address ;  it  is  the  lowest  of 
all  Ghrab-streety  and  I  hear  is  treated  so.  They  have  nothing  better 
to  say,  than  tibtt  I  am  in  love  with  you,  have  been  so  these  twenty 
years,  and  am  no  giant  I  am  a  very  constant  old  swain :  they 
might  have  made  the  years  above  thirty ;  it  if  so  long  I  have  had 
the  same  unalterable  frimdship  for  yooi  independent  of  being  near 
relations  and  bred  up  together.  For  argtunentsy  so  £aur  fix>m  any 
new  ones,  the  man  gives  np  or  denies  most  of  the  former.  I  own  I 
am  rejoiced  not  only  to  see  how  little  they  can  defend  themselvesi 
bat  to  know  the  extent  of  their  malice  and  revenge.  They  must  be 
sorely  hurti  when  reduoed  to  sobh  seorrility.  Yet  thoe  is  one 
paragraph^  however,  which  I  think  is  of  Gteorge  Orenville's  own 
inditing.  It  says,  ^  I  flattered,  solicited,  and  then  basely  deserted 
him."  I  no  more  expected  to  hear  myself  acoosed  of  flattery,  than 
of  being  in  love  with  you ;  but  I  shall  not  laugh  at  the  former  as  I 
do  at  the  latter.  Nothing  but  his  own  consummate  vanity  could 
anppofle  I  had  ever  stooped  to  flatter  kirn  I  or  that  any  man  waa 
eonnected  with  him,  but  who  was  low  enough  to  be  paid  for  it 
Where  has  he  one  such  attachment  f 

Tou  have  your  share  too.  The  miscarriage  at  Bocfafort  now 
directly  laid  at  your  door;  repeated  insin;aations  against  your 
oourage.  But  I  trust  you  will  mind  them  no  more  than  I  do^ 
excepting  QieJIaUerjf,  which  I  shall  not  forget,  I  promise  them. 

I  came  to  town  yesterday  on  some  business,  and  found  a  case. 
When  I  open^  it,  what  was  there  but  my  Lady  AQesbury's  most 
beautiful  of  all  pictures  I '  Don't  imagine  I  can  think  it  intended 
for  me ;  or  that,  if  it  could  be  so,  I  would  hear  of  such  a  thing.  It 
is  far  above  what  can  be  parted  with,  or  accepted.  I  am  serious — 
there  is  no  letting  such  a  picture,  when  one  has  accomplished  it,  go 
firom  where  one  can  see  it  every  day.  I  should  take  the  thought 
equally  kind  and  friendly,  but  die  must  let  me  bring  it  back,  if  I  am 
not  to  do  anything  else  with  it,  and  it  came  by  mistake.  I  am  not 
80  selfish  as  to  deprive  her.  of  what  she  must  have  such  pleasure  in 
seeing.    I  shall  have  more  satisfection  in  seeing  it  at  Park-place ; 

'  A  Undicape  ezecotod  in  wontedi  bj  Lady  AiUstbnry.    It  is  now  si  Stnwbenj 

Hill.-'-WlLfOLB. 

■f  01.  nr.  t 


m  HORAOX  wAi^Poura  liSRiBs.  imt 

whoref  in  spite  of  fhe  wont  kind  of  malice,  I  shall  penist  in  saying 
mj  heart  is  fixed.  They  may  ruin  me,  bat  no  oahmmy  shall  make 
me  desert  yon.  Indeed  your  ease  ironld  be  oomiiletely  omel,  if  it 
was  mote  hoDouraUe  for  your  reUtions  and  friends  to  abandon  yon 
than  to  stick  to  yon.  My  option  is  made^  and  I  soom  their  abuse  as 
mneh  as  I  despise  their  power. 

I  think  of  ooming  to  you  on  Thnrsday  next  for  a  day  or  two^ 
nnless  yonr  house  is  fall,  or  you  hear  from  me  to  the  contraiy. 
Adien  t  Tonzs  ever. 

M4.    TO  THS  BEY.  DS.  BIKCH. 
8n:  3epiemb^t,l7U. 

I  AH  extremely  obliged  to  yon  for  the  fiiTour  of  your  letter,  and 
the  enelosed  eorions  oae  of  Sir  William  Herbert'  It  would  lutTe 
made  a  yery  valuable  addition  to  Lord  Hertiertf s  lABd,  whioli  if  now 

*  TIm  following  MflrftaditaclumekviitloeBeloranawh^ 
UsSi    Blrdi'il0tt«reMMdWftlp<rf«'sacfaiowtedsmMii  printed  abofiL 

fO  VBS  BOB.  BOEAOl  WAUOU. 

Sn,  JTocTcA  A^^  ill  Ike  ArcMKf,  sou  iltVicil  irei. 

Tnladaied  Si  »  wfj  of  tiia  WtttrofSirWiniiaHMbniBMBlioMdio 
JM  by  Dr.  Walaon,  wUdi  I  bad  tiioagbtt  of  Mndlng  yon  iobm  tlmt  ago^  «pon  ml 
aoddoBtel  rigbi  of  jovr  eUgut  edition  of  Loid  Heibert  of  Cberbviy'i  life  of  THwerif, 
and  remaridng  in  it  tbe  parage  vbera  bit  loidibip  apeaki  of  Sir  WilUaBi,  bia  fiitbar 
i^'hm,  a»bnng  ito4edU>  Uqf  averjf  kifkfiiimdf  of  wbidi  yon  wiU  tbink  tbia  loUv  a 
fftll  proof.  Tbe  eopy  ftom  wbidi  I  to&  wbat  I  aand  yon,  waa  in  an  old  band*  and 
glTen  me  aerwal  yean  ago  by  WilUam  Jwm,  JSmi^  FJL&yand  an  einlneni 


I  obaerved  in  Lord  Heibert'a  Life,  in  a  page  wblab  I  Imto  fcigoi  [p.  185].  bniyon 
will  eaaUy  reeoUeet»  tbat  be  apeaka  of  a  eonrt-wit,  wbo  in  yonr  edition,  I  tblnk,  bean 
tbenaaeoftanCogge.  lampemadedytbattliepenonaieantwaallieaiaaGanv, 
Saq.»  aooMlimea  q»elt  Oary  and  €aiy%  of  wIioib  we  bave  n  Toinne  of  poean,  eang% 
and  aonneli^  witb  a  naaqnei  He  waa  one  of  tbe  gentlemen  of  tbe  Privy  Gbnmber  to 
King  Cbariea  I.  and  aewer  In  ordinaiy  to  bta  mi^ieffy.  Hia  ebaneter  la  given  by 
Lord  Chumidon  in  tbe  blatoiy  of  bla  own  life. 

M  onslevr  Batagny»  wbo  la  aaid  by  Lord  Heritert  to  bave  UUed  ei|^  or  nine  men 
in  tingle  flgbt»  died  biaaaelf  of  tbe  wonnda  wbicb  be  reeeived  in  an  eneonnter  witb 
If  onalenr  Piinoflln,  wbom  be  kiUed  in  tbe  atneU  of  Paria  in  ICanb  1«11-11^  aa 
appean  from  Sir  Balpb  Wiawood'a  MemoriaUf  vol  Ui.  p^  SBO,  S5S. 

lamy&CL 

Tbo.  Biion. 

Copy  (^  a  Letier  qf  Sir  WiOiam  ffefheri  ^  SL  /«Uan'«^  m  MofmoMMn,  fa  • 

yentfeaMm  iffthB/amiUif  qfMcrgtm,  ^  CH«N^ynwMk 

Sin, 

Pi&vaa  tbia  letter  in  Qod'a  name.  Be  not  dia^ieted.  I  rarerenea  yonr 
boenr  balr.  Altbongh  in  yonr  aon  I  find  too  mocb  folly  and  lewdneai,  yet  in  jon  I 
expect  gnvity  and  wiadom.    It  batb  pleaaed  yow  aon  late  at  Briatol,  to  deliver  a 


1T94.]  TO  THX  BBV.  DB.  BIWH.  ITS 

too  late;  as  I  baTe  no  hope  that  Lord  Powis  will  petmit  any  mora 
to  be  printed.  There  were  indeed  so  veiy  few»  and  hot  half  of 
those  fer  my  shares  that  I  ha^e  not  it  in  my  power  to  oflfar  yon  a 
copy,  having  disposed  of  my  part  It  is  redly  a  pity  that  so 
singular  a  eoriosity  shonld  not  be  poblio;  bat  I  mnst  not  oomplain, 
as  Lord  Powis  has  been  so  good  as  to  indnlge  my  request  tiins  fiur. 

I  am,  Sir,  Tour  mnoh  obliged  hnmble  servant^ 

H.W. 


diiDtnge  to  s  man  of  miM  oa  the  baWf  of  s  flpaaticiiiaii,  u  ha  add,  M  good  M  my^^ 
Wko  bo  «M  ho  nomod  not^  aoilhor  do  I  faiov :  hot  If  ho  bo  m  food  m  mjidf,  II 
aiwl  olthar  bo  te  vIrtM.  te  Urth,  Ibr  obllliy,  or  fer  colling  oad  dl^iii/.  For 
TirtM  I  thlak  he  mooat  not;  for  It  k  o  maUor  thai  ozoeodi  hk  Jvdgmoai.  If  for 
birth,  ho  mini  bo  tho  hoir  malo  of  sa  oorl,  tho  hoir  ia  Uood  of  ten  oarla^  fer  In 
ieitlmony  Ihonof  I  boor  their  lofond  oooto ;  beiidei,  ho  araoi  bo  of  the  blood  loyal^ 
for  bj  my  gnndmother  Deroronz  I  am  lineallj  and  lagitimately  degoendod  ont  of  the 
body  of  Bdward  tho  Fonrth.  If  for  ability,  ho  miut  haTo  a  thoaiand  ponnda  a-ycar 
in  powoiiion,  a  thonaaad  ponnda  a-yoar  more  In  ozpoetatioa,  and  ninai  have  loaio  then- 
aaada  In  mbetaaoe  beaidei.  If  for  calliag  and  dignity,  ho  matt  bo  a  hnighi  and 
lord  of  MTenl  ilgnlorioa  In  lOToral  hingdom%  a  lieutenant  of  hli  eonnty,  and  a 
oonnaellor  of  a  pn^oo* 

Kow  to  lay  all  ebenmataneea  aside,  bo  it  haowa  to  yonr  aon  or  to  aay  aiaa  olio, 
ihatif  there  be  aay  one  who  beareth  the  name  of  a  gentleman,  and  whoio  worda  are 
of  r^ntation  In  hla  eonnty,  that  doth  my,  or  dare  my  that  I  haite  done  ni\|netly, 
spoken  an  nntmth,  etalned  my  rapntatlon  or  credit  in  this  nrnttor  or  In  any  matter 
eibo,  wherein  yonr  aon  is  exasperated,  I  my  he  lleth  In  hit  throat,  and  my  aword 
atiaU  maintain  my  word  npon  him  in  any  plaeo  or  prorineo  whereeoerer  he  dars^ 
where  I  stand  not  sworn  to  obserro  the  peace.  Bnt  if  tiiey  be  sneh,  as  are  within  my 
govemanoe,  and  orer  whom  I  hare  aathority,  I  will,  for  their  reformation,  ehaatlae 
them  with  Jnstice,  and  for  their  malapert  misdemeanonr  bind  them  to  thetr  good 
bcharionr.  Of  this  sort  I  aeeonnt  yonr  son  and  his  like,  agiUnst  whom  I  shaU  shmrtly 
direet  my  warranty  If  this  my  waning  will  not  reform  him.  And  so  I  thoighi  good 
to  adfertiae  yon  hereof  and  leare  yon  to  God. 

Yonr  loring  eonsln. 

From  Si.  Jnlian.  Wiiuam  Hnannv. 

Birch  adds,  that  Sir  William  Heibert*s  danghter  and  co-heir,  Kary,  was  married 
Febmary  28th  1598,  to  Edward  Herimri,  afterwards  Lord  Herbert  of  Cherimfy. 

To  this  I  will  heie  H>pend  an  omitted  passage  in  Lord  Herbert's  Life,  with 
Df alpole*s  hitherto  nnpabllshed  note. 

At  page  60,  Edit  4th,  1770.  "One  was  in  defence  of  my  eoien.  Sir  Funnels  New- 
port's danghter,  who  was  married  to  John  Barker,  of  Hamon,  for  the  yonnger  brother 
and  heir  to  the  said  John  Bariwr  hsTlng  betraled  my  ooien,  who  thongh  (sic)  she 
nsing,  perdiance,  some  more  liberty  than  became  her  with  a  serrant  in  the  house, 
whom  she  foTonred  aboTo  the  rest,  Walter  Baiker,  as  I  waa  told  by  another, 
nonrished  the  said  foaiiliarity,  and  afterwarda  discofered  It  to  his  brother,  which 
part  of  hla  being  treacherons,  as  I  conceiTed,  I  thonghi  fit  to  send  him*a  challenge 
which " 

This  paper  wia  given  to  me  in  1789,  by  W.  Seward,  Ssq.,  who  told  me  it  waa  oopied 
by.  Ifr.  Ingnm  from  the  original  MS.,  which  ICS.,  I  snppose.  Is  the  oopy  of  the 
Memolres  of  which  I  had  heard,  bnt  nerer  ww.  The  passage  vas  not  in  the  copy 
which  Lord  Fowls  lent  me,  and  from  which  this  edition  was  priniedw— JSTor.  WnlpA^ 
— CvvanoBAJb 
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945.    TO  THE  KABL  OF  HKSTPORD. 
Mr  Dili  hoMPi  arawberr^  ffiO,  Oct  S,  17$L 

Though  I  wrote  to  jon  but  a  few  days  i^,  I  must  troable  yoa 
with  another  line  now.  Dr.  Blanchard,  a  Oambridge  diTine^  and 
who  has  a  good  paternal  estate  in  Yorkshire,  is  on  his  travels,  whidi 
he  performs  as  a  gentleman ;  and,  therefore,  wishes  not  to  have  his 
profession  noticed.  He  is  very  desirous  of  paying'  his  lespeotB  to 
you,  and  of  being  countenanced  by  you  whSe  he  stays  at  Paris.  It 
will  much  oblige  a  particular  friend  of  mine,  and  consequenfly  me^ 
if  you  will  forour  lum  with  your  attention.  Everybody  experiences 
your  goodness,  but  in  the  present  case  I  widi  to  attribute  it  a  little 
to  my  request. 

I  asked  you  about  two  books,  ascribed  to  Madame  de  Boufflers. 
If  they  are  hers,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  where  she  found,  fliat 
Oliver  Cromwell  took  orders  and  went  over  to  Holland  to  fight  the 
Dutch.  As  she  has  been  on  the  spot  where  he  reigned  (which  is 
generally  very  strong  evidence),  her  countrymen  will  believe  her  in 
spite  of  our  teeth ;  and  Voltaire,  who  loves  all  anecdotes  that  never 
happened,  because  they  prove  the  manners  of  the  times,  will  hurry  it 
into  the  first  lustoiy  he  publishes.  I,  therefore,  enter  my  caveat 
against  it ;  not  as  interested  for  Oliver's  character,  but  to  save  the 
world  from  one  more  fable.  I  know  Madame  de  Boufflers  will 
attribute  this  scruple  to  my  partiality  to  Cromwell  (and,  to  be  sure, 
if  we  must  be  ridden,  there  is  some  satisfaction  when  the  man  knows 
l^ow  to  ride).  I  remember  one  night  at  the  Duke  of  Qrafton's,  a 
bust  of  Cromwell  was  -produced :  Madame  de  Boufflers,  without 
uttering  a  syllable,  gave  me  the  most  speaking  look  imaginable,  as 
much  as  to  say,  **  Is  it  possiUe  you  can  admire  this  man ! " 
Apropos:  I  am  sorry  to  say  the  reports  do  not  cease  about  the 
separation,'  and  yet  I  have  heard  nothing  that  confirms  it. 

I  once  begged  you  to  send  me  a  book  in  three  volumes,  called 
'  Essais  sur  les  Mosurs ; '  forgave  me  if  I  put  you  in  mind  of  it,  and 
request  you  to  send  me  that,  or  any  other  new  book.  I  am  wofully 
in  want  of  reading,  and  sick  to  death  of  all  our  political  stuff,  which, 
as  the  Parliament  is  happily  at  the  distance  of  three  months,  I 
would  fain  forget  till  I  cannot  help  hearing  of  it.  I  am  reduced  to 
Gnicciardin,  and  though  the  evenings  are  so  long,  I  cannot  get 

*  Of  Um  Duke  and  Docbett  of  Omftm, — Csosia. 
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timmgh  one  of  his  periods  between  dinner  and  supper.  They  tell 
me  Mr.  Hume  has  had  sight  of  King  James's  journal ; '  I  wish  I 
oodd  see  all  the  trifling  passages  that  he  will  not  deign  to  admit 
into  History.  I  do  not  lore  great  folks  till  they  have  pulled  off 
iheir  buskins  and  put  on  their  slippers,  because  I  do  not  care  sizi)ence 
fat  what  they  would  be  thought,  but  for  what  they  are. 

Mr.  Elliot  brings  us  woful  accounts  of  the  French  ladies,  of  the 
decency  of  their  oonyersation,  and  the  nastiness  of  thoir  behaviour* 

Nobody  is  dead,  married,  or  gone  mad,  since  my  last    Adieu ! 

PJ3.  I  enclose  an  epitaph  on  Lord  Waldegrave,  written  by  my 
brother  [Sir  Edward],  wluch  I  think  you  will  like,  both  for  the 
composition  and  the  strict  truth  of  it 

AfUiHfif^  Strtd,  Friday  fvm^. 

I  was  getting  into  my  post-chaise  this  morning  with  this  letter  in 
my  pocket,  and  coming  to  town  for  a  day  or  two,  when  I  heard  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  was  dead :  I  find  it  is  not  so.  He  had  two 
fits  yesterday  at  Newmarket,  whither  he  would  go.  The  Princess 
Amelia,  who  had  obsenred  great  alteration  in  his  speech,  entreated 
him  against  it  He  has  had  too  some  touches  of  the  gout,  but  they 
were  gone  off,  or  might  have  prevented  this  attack.  I  hear  since 
the  fits  yesterday,  which  are  said  to  have  been  but  slight,  that  his 
leg  is  broken  out,  and  they  hope  will  save  him.  Still,  I  think,  one 
cannot  but  expect  the  worst 

The  letters  yesterday,  fix)m  Spa,  give  a  melancholy  account  of  the 
poor  Duke  of  Devonshire:  as  he  cannot  drink  the  waters,  they 
fhink  of  removing  him;  I  suppose,  to  the  baths  at  AixJa* 
Cihapelle ;  but  I  look  on  his  case  as  a  lost  one.  There's  a  chapter 
for  moralismgl  but  five-and-forty,  with  forty  thousand  pounds 
ft-year,  and  happiness  wherever  he  turned  him !  My  reflection  is, 
that  it  is  folly  to  be  unhappy  at  anything,  when  felicity  itself  is  such 
a  phantom ! 

^  I  bare  litre  met  with  a  piodlglou  hislorlcAl  cnrioaliy,  the  Meinoire  of  King 
Jamee  II.,  In  fourteen  Tolnmei,  all  wrote  with  hie  own  hand,  and  kept  in  the  Scots' 
College.  I  haTe  looked  into  it  and  made  great  diacoTeriee.  Darid  Hume  to  Dr. 
JMfirU<m9  Porie,  lit  December  176S.  It  appean  ih>m  a  note  made  bj  Mr.  Fox,  that 
^  the  woifci  whidi  were  phwed  in  the  Sootdi  College  at  Parle,  eoon  after  the  death  of 
Jamee  II.,  and  were  there  at  the  time  of  the  French  Kerolntion,**  were  in  fonrteen 
wolamee.  Lard  BoUatuTt  JPr^aee  to  Fox*9  HuHiory,  p.  six.  The  work  published  in 
1816  ae  'The  Life  of  King  Jamee  the  fleeond,  eoUeeted  out  of  Memoirs  writ  hy  his 
own  hand,  is  a  oompibttion  bj  a  Soman  Catholic  follower  of  the  exiled  Stoarts,  of  the 
name  of  Innes.  The  fonrteen  Tolnmet  which  Hume  saw  were  destriyjred  dnring  the 
V^adi  BeTolation.'--</OViiiiaBAM 
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M.    TO  TH£  HON.  H.  &  OONWAT. 

BkvmUrr^  HiB,  (kL  §,  179L 

It  ii  over  with  us  I — ^If  I  did  not  know  your  finnnesB,  I  would 
hare  prepared  you  by  d^;reee ;  bat  yon  are  a  man,  and  oan  hear  &e 
wont  at  onoe.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland  ia  dead.  I  have  heard  it 
but  this  instant  The  Duke  of  Newcastle  was  oome  to  break&st 
with  JOBt  and  pulled  out  a  letter  from  Lord  Frederick,  wifli  a  hope- 
less aooount  of  (he  poor  Duke  of  Devonshire.  Ere  I  could  read  it» 
Colonel  Schuts  called  at  the  door  and  told  my  servant  thia  &tal 
news  I  I  know  no  more — it  must  be  at  Newmarket^  and  Yery 
sudden;  lor  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  had  a  letter  from  Hodgson,  dated 
on  Monday,  which  said  the  Duke  was  perfectly  weU,  and  his  gout 
gone:— yes,  to  be  snre^  into  his  head.  Princess  AmeUa  had 
endeavoured  to  prevent  his  going  to  Newmarket  having  perceived 
great  alteration  in  his  qieech,  as  the  Duke  (tf  Newcastte  had 
Wdll  it  win  not  be. — Everything  fights  against  tiiia  oountiyl 
Mr.  Pitt  must  save  it  hiniself-*K»r,  what  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
will  not  like  as  well,  share  in  overturning  its  liberty — if  fliey  will 
admit  him;  which  I  question  now  if  they  will  be  fools  enou^ 
to  do. 

You  see  I  write  in  despair.  I  am  for  the  whole,  but  peifoefiy 
cranquiL  We  have  acted  with  honour,  and  have  nottiuig  to  reproach 
ourselves  wiih.  We  cannot  combat  fete.  We  shall  be  left  almost 
alone ;  but  I  think  you  will  no  more  go  with  the  torrent  than  I  wilL 
Could  I  have  foreseen  this  tide  of  ill  fortune,  I  would  have  done 
just  as  I  have  done ;  and  my  conduct  shall  show  I  am  satisfied  I 
have  done  right  Fortherest,  come  what  come  may,  I  am  perfectly 
prepared!  and  while  there  is  a  free  spot  of  earth  upon  the  globe» 
that  shall  be  my  country.  I  am  sorry  it  will  not  be  Ihis,  but  to- 
morrow I  shall  be  able  to  laugh  as  usual  What  signifies  what  hap- 
pens when  one  \b  seven-and-forty,  as  I  am  to-day  P 

''They  tell  me  'tis  my  birth-day" — ^but  I  will  not  go  on  with 
Antony,  and  say 

««uianikeepit 
With  double  pomp 


No ;  when  they  can  smile,  who  ruin  a  great  country,  sure  fhoae  who 
would  have  saved  it  may  indulge  themselves  in  that  cheerfrdness 
whidi  conscious  integrity  bestows.    I  think  I  shall  come  to  you  next 
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ireek ;  and  smoe  we  have  no  longer  any  plan  of  operatioiiB  to  settle^ 
we  will  look  over  the  map  of  Europe,  and  fix  upon  a  pleasant  oomer 
bit  oar  exile — ^for  take  notice,  I  do  not  design  to  fall  upon  m} 
dagger,  in  hopes  that  some  Mr.  Addison  a  thousand  years  hence  may 
write  a  dull  tragedy  about  me.  I  will  write  my  own  story  a  little 
more  cheerfully  than  he  would ;  but  I  fear  now  I  must  not  print  it 
at  my  own  press.  Adieu!  You  was  a  philosopher  before  you 
had  any  occasion  to  be  so:  pray  continue  so;  you  have  ample 
occasioni 

Tours,  ever, 

H.  W. 

947.    TO  TH£  BSV.  THOMAS  WABTON.> 

Strawberry  ffiU,  (kL  9, 1764. 

I  SHouu)  be  very  ungrateful,  Sir,  if  I  did  not  execute  with  much 
pleasure  any  orders  you  give  me.  My  knowledge  is  extremely 
confined  and  trifling,  but  such  information  as  I  can  giye  you,  will 
always  be  at  your  service. 

The  most  authentic  picture  of  Margaret,  Queen  of  SooUand,  is  a 
whole-length  at  Hampton  Court  I  have  a  small  copy  of  the  head 
by  Yertue.  She  has  a  round  &ce,  blue  eyes,  and  brown  hair,  not 
light. 

The  original  of  her  sister  Mary  (with  her  second  husband,  Charles 
Brandon),  which  Yertue  engraved  while  Lord  Granville's,  is  now 
mine  ;*  her  &ce  is  leaner  and  longer  than  in  the  print;  her  eyes  blue, 
like  her  sister's,  and  her  hair  rather  more  darL  Yertue  believed 
that  the  small  head  by  Holbein,  which  I  have,  and  was  Biohardson's, 
and  which  is  engraved  among  the  Illustrious  Heads  for  Catherine 
Howard,  is  the  portrait  of  this  Queen  Mary;  but  it  has  no  re^ 
semblance  to  the  large  one,  which  is  unquestionably  of  her.  In  the 
two  first  pictures  I  mentioned,  Mazgaret  is  much  superior  to  Mary 
VOL  point  of  beauty,  though  I  think  neither  of  them  handsome ;  nor 
is  any  sense  in  either  fsice.  The  picture  supposed  of  Catherine 
Howard  has  much  expression,  but  litfle  beauty ;  the  print  resembles 
it  very  imperfectly. 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant^ 

Hob.  Walfolb. 

*  Kow  first  eolleetod  from  WooU'i  Memoln^  fte.,of  JoMph  Wartoa.— OravivoMAM. 
>  Bovghi  ai  the  Stimwbtny  HiU  mUc  for  6851.  lOi.  by  the  Ihike  of  Bedford,  Md 
aow  at  Wolmm. — CoMiiiiaiiAii. 
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M8.    TO  THK  HON.  H.  S.  COKWAT. 

Lord  Johr  Cavendish  has  been  so  Idnd  as  to  send  me  word  of  the 
Dnke  of  Deyonshire's  *  legacy  to  yoiu*  You  oannot  doubt  of  flie 
great  joy  this  gives  me ;  and  yet  it  serves  to  aggravate  the  loss  of  so 
worthy  a  man  I  And  when  I  feel  it  fhus»  I  am  sensible  how  much 
more  it  will  add  to  your  oonoem,  instead  of  diminishing  it  Yet  do 
not  wholly  reflect  on  your  misfortune.  You  might  despiBe  the 
acquisition  of  five  ihousand  pounds  simply;  but  when  that  sum  is  a 
public  testimonial  to  your  virtue,  and  bequeathed  by  a  man  ao 
virtuous,  it  is  a  million.  Measure  it  with  (he  riches  of  those  who 
have  basely  injured  you,  and  it  is  still  more  I  Why,  it  is  gloiy,  it 
is  conscious  innocence,  it  is  satisfieu^on — it  is  affluence  without  gmlt 
—Oh  I  the  comfortable  sound !  It  is  a  good  name  in  (he  histoiy  of 
these  corrupt  days.  There  it  will  exist,  when  the  wealth  of  your 
and  their  country's  enemies  will  be  wasted,  or  will  be  an  indelible 
blemish  on  their  descendants. 

My  heart  is  full,  and  yet  I  will  say  no  more.  My  best  loves  to 
all  your  opulent  family.  Who  says  virtue  is  not  rewarded  in  this 
world  P  It  is  rewarded  by  virtue,  and  it  is  persecuted  by  the  bad. 
Oan  greater  honour  be  paid  to  it  P 


M9.    TO  SIR  HOBACB  ICAKK. 

iSlitw^rry  HO,  OcL  21,  iTdl 

Ik  your  letter  of  September  22nd,  which  I  received  but  yesterday, 
you  make  excuses,  my  dear  sir,  for  your  silence ;  but  in  good  truth 
I  fear  I  am  not  less  culpable  on  that  head.  I  have  for  many  years 
pleaded  summer  and  the  country ;  you  must  add  to  the  account  now, 
fliat  I  am  not  only  in  the  countiy,  but  in  the  minoriiy ;  and  you 
may  be  sure  folks  that  are  disposed  to  blame,  are  not  told  anytUng 
that  can  be  kept  from  them.    London,  whither  I  stroll  now  and 

>  WUUttii,ffMi4kD«kaofD8ToiiAli«.  Duiag  Ua  admialrtisttM  la  Iithiid.  Mr. 
Conwtj  hid  been  McnUiy  of  ttata  th«re.^WAiiPou.  He  died  »!  Spa  oa  tiM  Sod 
of  October.— WuoHT. 

*  The  lege^  wm  oonUioed  ia  the  foUowing  eedidli  wrlttea  in  the  Dohe*e  own 
head.  "I  giro  to  General  Conwrny  five  thowand  ponnde  as  a  teettnony  of  mj 
frieadahip  to  him,  and  of  mj  aeaie  of  hie  hoaoonble  ooadaot  sad  frieadahip  Ibr  Ma." 
— Wuent. 


mL]  TO  SIB  HO&ACn  MANK.  t81 

Chen,  18  a  desert  As  the  Parliament  is  not  io  meet  till  after 
GhristmaSi  both  armies  remain  in  summer  quarters*  We  u  e.  the 
offensiye  army,  hare  lost  one  of  oar  generals,  the  Duke  of  Devon* 
sihire.'  He  has  left  General  Conway  five  thousand  pounds,  which  at 
least  was  not  got  out  of  the  plunder.  The  Duke  of  Oumherland  was 
ireported  dead  three  weeks  ago,  and  the  enemy  still  insist  upon  his 
dying ;  but  he  has  escaped  manrellouslyi  by  the  help  of  Si  Antony's 
fire,  and  though  they  hare  a  good  d^  of  luck,  yet  not  having  tixe 
Czarina's  luck,  I  think  for  this  time  they  will  be  disappointed. 
Tou  see  how  frankly  I  write  to  hostile  quarters,  and  even  by 
the  foe's  couriers;  but  you  know,  no  situation  can  alter  my 
affiwtion  to  you,  and  as  usual,  I  am  most  indifferent  who  opens  my 
letters. 

I  do  not  wonder  you  have  thought  me  in  France ;  I  have  been 
going  and  going  like  an  auctioneer's  hammer ;  but  I  think  now  that 
I  diall  wait  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  and  not  go  till  early  in  the 
spring.  I  would  not  seem  a  deserter,  but  have  litfle  taste  for  this 
wttrfieure.  It  neither  suits  my  age  nor  inclinations,  which  can  amuse 
themselves  much  better  than  with  politics. 

I  was  pleased  with  the  Cardinal's  *  attention  to  his  fietther  on  the 
subject  of  Amphitryon  Duke  of  York.  It  would  have  been  a  cruel 
dose  of  his  no-reign  to  have  been  witness  to  that  triumph.  I  speak 
this  from  pure  compassion,  not  being  at  all  like  patriots  of  former 
days,  whose  principles  veered  to  Albano  *  the  moment  they  left  Si 
James's;  but  I  could  never  conceive  why  liking  one  Court  less, 
made  them  like  any  other  more.  I  shall  live  and  die  in  my  old- 
fiuhioned  Whiggism,  be  the  mode  what  it  will. 

I  am  writing  to  you  by  Mr.  Chute's  bedside,  who  is  laid  up  here 
wiih  the  goui  It  is  not  one  of  his  bad  fits,  which  his  perseverance 
in  water  does  not  suffer  to  come  so  often  as  they  wish.  He  desires 
me  to  say  a  thousand  kind  things  to  you.  As  my  gout  cannot  boast 
of  so  ancient  a  descent,  I  easily  keep  it  in  order  by  the  same 
abstinence.  If  we  had  minded  good  advice  tram  professors  of  gout, 
or  bad  advice  from  physicians,  I  do  not  doubt  but  he  would  be  now 
in  his  grave,  and  I  half  a  cripple ;  but  we  defy  wine  and  all  its 
worics.  I  believe  in  it  no  more  than  in  physic.  James's  powder  is 
my  panacea ;  that  is,  it  always  shall  be,  for,  thank  God  I  I  am  not 

'  WlUUm  CarendUh,  foarili  Duke  of  DeToii8hire.~WALPoi«. 
*  Tiw  OudiiMkl-Oalcd  of  Toik,  leoond  mb  of  the  Pretender.     Bdward  DuLe  of 
Toilc,  the  king^e  brother,  wm  then  at  Rome. — Walpolb. 
'  The  Pretender  had  a  filla  at  Albuo.— Wax-toia 


m  HORACa  WALFOLn  UETTna.  :i7M. 

1^  to  lunre  ooeasion  fer  nwrfkanes :  but  I  ham  sodi  fiath  in  Hua 
powder^  that  I  beUeve  I  thould  take  it  if  the  house  irere  en  five. 
Have  yoa  ever  had  any  of  it  sent  to  70a  P  or  ahall  I  send  yoa  a 
panel  of  papers  P 

Well,  we  Ud  yoa  good  nig^t ;  we  have  nothing  more  to  tell  yoa; 
Mr.  Cfhate  is  going  to  sleep,  and  I  and  my  dogs  are  retbing  to  tlie 
library. 

950.    TO  THE  HON.  H.  &  OOKWAT. 

Stnmiberrt  MiU,  Ott  89, 1764. 

I  AM  (^ad  you  mentioned  it :  I  would  not  have  had  yoa  i^pear 
wiOioat  yoor  olose  moaming  for  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  upon  any 
aoooant  I  was  onoe  going  to  teU  yoa  of  it»  knowing  yoor  inaocoracy 
in  SQch  matters;  but  thought  it  still  impossiUe  you  should  be 
ignorsnt  how  necessary  it  is.  Lord  StrafiEbrd,  who  has  a  hgBoy  of 
<mly  two  hundred  pounds,  wrote  to  consult  Lady  Suffidk.  She  told 
him,  for  such  a  sum,  which  only  implies  a  xing^  it  was  sometimea 
not  done ;  but  yet  advised  him  to  mourn.  Li  your  case  it  is  indis- 
pensable ;  nor  can  you  see  any  of  his  fomily  witliout  it.  Besides  it 
is  much  better  on  sudi  an  occaaon  to  over,  than  under  do.  I 
answer  this  paragraph  firsti  because  I  am  so  earnest  not  to  have  you 
blamed. 

Besides  wishing  to  see  you  all,  I  have  wanted  exceedingly  to  oome 
to  you,  having  modi  to  say  to  you;  but  I  am  confined  here,  that  is^ 
Mr.Ohute  is:  he  was  seised  wifli  the  gout  last  Wednesday  se'nnighty 
the  day  he  came  hither  to  meet  George  Montagu,  and  this  is  the 
first  day  he  has  been  out  of  his  bedchamber.  Imusttherefofeputoff 
our  meeting  till  Saturday,  when  you  shall  certainly  find  me  in  town. 

We  haye  a  report  here,  but  the  authority  bitter  bad,  that  Lord 
March  isi  going  to  be  married  to  Lady  Oonway.'  I  don't  believe  it 
the  less  for  our  knowing  notiiing  of  it;  for  unless  their  daughter  were 
breeding,  and  it  were  to  save  her  character,  neither  your  brother  nor 
Lady  Hertford  would  disclose  a  tittle  about  it.  Yet  in  charity  they 
should  advertise  it,  that  parents  and  relations,  if  it  is  so,  may  look 
up  all  knives,  ropes,  landanuTn,  and  rivers,  lest  it  should  occasion  a 
violent  mortality  among  his  foir  admirers. 

I  am  charmed  with  an  answer  I  have  just  read  in  the  papers  of  a 
poor  man  in  Bedlam,  who  was  iU-used  by  an  apprentice  because  he 
would  not  tell  him  why  he  was  confined  there.     The  unhappy 

'  CooiparD  ;iof<  p,  29!K.^CininvfUiA.ii. 
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creature  said  at  last,  '^  Because  God  has  deprived  me  of  a  Ueasiiig 
Irliich  you  never  enjoyed*"  There  never  was  anything  finer  or 
more  moving  I  Yonr  sensibility  will  not  be  quite  so  mneh  affDoted 
by  a  story  I  heard  t'other  day  of  Sir  Metdier  Norton.  He  has  a 
mottier— yes»  a  mother:  perhaps  yon  thought  that,  like  that  tender 
ludiinLove, 

dorii  in  potibui  Ufum 

Innani%  aui  Bhodopt,  ant  otoemi  GtimiM&iefy 
Kee  BOtftri  geiMris  pnenun  nao  wmgntwla  edonl. 

Welly  Mrs.  Bhodope  lives  in  a  mighty  shabby  hovel  at  Fkeston, 
which  the  dntifdl  and  afSwtionate  Sir  Fletcher  b^gan  to  think  not 
soiiaUe  to  the  dignity  of  one  who  has  the  honour  of  being  his  parent 
He  cheapened  a  better,  in  which  were  two  pictures  which  the  pro- 
prietor valued  at  three-score  pounds.  The  aUamef^^  insisted  on 
having  them  finr  nothings  as  fixtures— the  landlord  refused^  the 
bargain  was  broken  o£^  and  the  dowager  Madame  Norton  remains 
in  her  original  hut  I  could  tell  yon  anoflier  story  which  you  would 
not  dislike ;  but  as  it  might  hurt  the  person  concerned,  if  it  was 
known,  I  shall  not  send  it  by  the  post;  but  will  tell  it  you  when  I 
see  yon.    Adieu  I 

951.    TO  THB  XASL  OF  H8BTF0RIX 

SiromUrry  HiU,  Nim.  1, 1764. 

I  AM,  not  only  pleased,  my  dear  lord,  to  have  been  flie  first  to 
announce  your  brother's  legacy  to  you,  but  I  am  j^jbA  whenever  my 
news  reach  you  without  being  quite  stale.  I  see  but  few  perBcms 
here.  I  be|^  my  letters  without  knowing  when  I  shall  be  able  to 
fill  them,  and  then  am  to  winnow  a  little  what  I  hear,  that  I  may 
not  send  you  absolute  second-hand  fables;  for  though  I  cannot 
warrant  all  I  tell  you,  I  hate  to  send  you  every  improbable  tale  that 
18  vented.  You  like,  as  one  always  does  in  absence,  to  hear  the 
common  occurrences  of  your  own  country ;  and  you  see  I  am  very 
glad  to  be  your  gazetteer,  provided  you  do  not  rank  my  letters  upon 
any  higher  fix>t  I  should  be  ashmned  of  such  gossipping,  if  I  did 
not  consider  it  as  chatting  with  you  mfamiXk^  as  we  used  to  do  at 
eupper  in  Grosvenor-street 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire  has  made  splendid  provision  for  Us 
younger  children ;  to  Lady  Dorothy,"  30,000/. ;  Lord  Bichaid  and 

*  Sir  Fletehflr  Norton,  afterwardi  Lord  Onnilej,  hid  been  appointed  attorn^ 
.gonend  in  the  preceding  December. — Wbiort. 

*  Ladj  Dorothj  married,  in  1766,  the  late  Duke  of  Portland.— Caouu.  1825. 
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Lord  Gooige  will  hum  about  4^0002.  a-year  a  jkoa ;  fer,  bendea 
landed  eatatea,  he  baa  left  them  his  whole  penonal  eatate  wifliovit 
ezeeptkm,  only  oUiging  the  preaent  Duke  to  xedeem  DefondiiFB- 
honae,  and  the  entire  eoUeetion  in  it»  for  20,000<. :  he  givea  SOOil 
to  eadi  of  his  brotfaen,  and  200L  to  Lord  Strafford,  with  aome  otiber 
inconaiderable  legaciea.  Lord  Frederibk  (sairied  the  garter,  and  waa 
treated  by  the  King  with  very  graaoaaepeeohea  of  concern 

The  Dnke  of  Oomberland  is  quite  recoTered,  afl^  an  incialan  of 
many  inchea  in  hia  knee.  Banby  did  not  dare  to  propose  that  a 
hero  ahould  be  tied,  but  waa  frightened  out  of  hia  aenaea  when  the 
hero  would  hold  the  candle  himaelf,  which  none  of  hia  graiends  eoald 
bear  to  do:  in  the  middle  of  the  operation,  the  Dnke  aaid,  "Hold!" 
Banby  aaid,  ''For  Qod'a  aake,  Sir,  let  me  proceed  now — it  will  be 
worae  to  renew  it"  The  Duke  repeated,  **  I  aay,  hold  I "  and  tiien 
calmly  bade  them  gire  Banby  a  dean  waiatooat  and  cap ;  for,  aaid 
he,  the  poor  man  has  sweated  through  these.  It  was  true ;  bat  the 
Duke  did  not  utter  a  groan. 

Haye  you  heard  that  Lady  Susan  O'Brien's  is  not  the  last 
romance  of  (he  sort?  Lord  Rockingham's  youngest  sister.  Lady 
Barriot^'  has  stooped  even  lower  than  a  theatric  swain,  and  married 
her  footman;  but  atill  it  is  you  Irish'  that  commit  all  the  havoc. 
Lady  Harriot,  however,  has  mixed  a  wcmderful  degree  of  prudence 
wUh  her  potion,  and  considering  how  plain  she  is,  has  not»  I  tliink, 
sweetened  the  draught  too  much  for  her  lover :  she  settles  a  single 
hundred  pounds  a^year  upon  him  for  hia  life ;  entails  her  whole 
fortune  on  their  children,  if  they  have  any ;  and,  if  not^  on  her  own 
femily ;  nay,  in  the  height  of  the  novel,  providea  for  a  separation, 
and  ensures  the  same  pin-money  to  Damon,  in  case  they  part.  THhis 
deed  she  has  vested  out  of  her  power,  by  sending  it  to  Lord  Mans- 
field,' whom  she  makes  her  trustee ;  it  is  drawn  up  in  her  own  hand, 
and  Lord  Mansfield  says  is  as  binding  as  any  lawyer  could  make  it 
Did  one  ever  hear  of  more  reflection  in  a  delirium  I  *  Well,  but  hear 
more :  ahe  has  given  away  all  her  clothes,  nay  and  her  Ladyship, 

*  UAj  HearMto  Alids  WentwoHh,  bom  in  1787 ;  nittried  Mr.  WUUam  Btoiswm. 


*  Lord  Hertford  was  ui  IrlBh  peer ;  he  bad  beeldee  lo  large  a  fbriiwe  there,  and 
paid  ao  nmeh  attention  to  the  Uitereata  of  that  eoontiy,  that  Mr.  Walpole  eaUs  him 
/rtM.— CaouR. 

*  Lord  Manafield  had  married  Lady  Haniot'a  annt. — CaoEia. 

«  "  The  girla  talk  of  nothing  bnt  the  match  between  Lord  BocHngham'a  aiater  and 

her  fbotman,  John  [WUliam]  Stnigeon.     Never  ao  mneh and  diaeretion  met 

together,  for  the  baa  entailed  her  fortune  with  as  mnch  circomapection  aa  Lord  Mana- 
field conld  hare  done,  and  baa  not  left  one  cranny  of  the  law  nnstopped.    It  li 
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and  says,  linen  gowns  are  properett  for  a  footman's  wife,  and  is  gone 
to  bis  fomily  in  Ireland^  plain  Mrs.  Henrietta  Sturgeon.  I  think  it 
jS  not  clear  that  she  is  mad,  bat  I  bare  no  doubt  but  Lady  Bel'  will 
be  so,  who  oould  not  digest  Dr.  Dnnoan,  nor  even  Mr.  Milbank. 

My  last  told  you  of  my  sister's  promotion.'  I  bear  she  is  to  be 
succeeded  at  Kensington  by  Miss  Floyd,  who  lives  with  Lady  Boling- 
broke ;  but  I  beg  you  not  to  report  this  till  you  see  it  in  a  OanMe 
of  better  authority  than  mine,  who  have  it  only  from  fame  and 
Mrs.  A[nne]  Pitt 

I  haye  not  seen  M.  de  Gnerehy  yet,  having  been  in  town  but  one 
nigbt  since  bis  return.  Yon  are  very  kind  in  accepting,  on  yonr 
own  account,  his  obliging  expressions  about  me :  I  know  no  founda- 
tion on  which  I  should  like  better  to  receiye  them :  the  truth  is,  he 
has  distinguished  me  extremely,  and  when  a  person  in  his  situation 
shows  much  attention  to  a  person  so  veiy  insignificant  as  I  am,  one 
is  apt  to  beUere  it  exceeds  common  compliment :  at  least,  I  attribute 
it  to  the  esteem  which  he  could  not  but  see  I  conceived  for  him. 
His  dvility  is  so  natural,  and  bis  goodnature  so  strongly  marked, 
that  I  connected  much  more  with  him  than  I  am  apt  to  do  with 
new  acquaintances.  I  pitied  the  various  disgusts  he  received,  and 
I  believe  he  saw  I  did.  If  I  felt  for  him,  you  may  judge  how  much 
I  am  concerned  that  you  have  your  share.  I  foresaw  it  was  unavoid- 
able, from  the  swanns  of  your  countrymen  that  flock  to  Paris,  and 
generally  tbe  worst  part ;  boys  and  governors  are  wofiil  exports.  I 
saw  a  great  deal  of  it  when  I  lived  with  poor  Sir  Horace  Mann  at 
Florence — ^but  you  have  the  whole  market.  We  are  a  wonderful 
people — I  would  not  be  our  King,*  our  minister,  or  our  ambassador, 
for  the  Indies.    One  comfort,  however,  I  can  truly  give  you;  I 

Bnppof  ed  she  is  wiib  child  by  him,  for  they  uted  to  pais  many  honn  together,  which 
die  called  teaching  John  the  maUiematies."  Oitty  WxUiofM  to  Sehcyn,  NoTcmber 
10th  l764.~CimiiieBA]i. 

'  Lady  Isabella  Fineh,  lady  of  the  bedchamber  to  Frincces  Amelia,  was  Lady 
Harriot's  aunt  The  Mr.  Milbank  here  mentioned  had  married  Lady  Mary  Weni- 
worth,  the  elder  sister  of  Lady  Harriot. — Cioaii. 

'  From  being  honsekeeper  at  Kensington  Palace,  to  the  same  ofiee  at  Windsor 
Castle ;  bat  Mr.  Walpole  is  mistaken  as  to  the  name  of  her  siccessor :  it  was  Misa 
Rachel  Lloyd-^Oaoaia.  "  Hony  told  me  last  nighty  he  intended  to  be  at  Paris  in 
Febmary.  It  is  a  d— d  cold  time  for  a  patriot  to  leare  ns  in,  bnt  take  my  word  fw 
it.  Lady  Maiy's  promotion  to  Windsor  has  had  its  dve  operatioii.''  GiUy  WHlutmt  to 
Selwfn,  KoTember  I8th  1764. — Cuksuiohax. 

.  *  It  is  dne  to  the  character  of  the  King  and  the  ministers,  whom  Mr.  Walpole  so 
often  and  so  wantonly  depredates,  to  solicit  the  reader^s  attention  to  each  passages  as 
this,  in  which  ho  impntos  to  others,  and  therefon  implies  in  himself  an  nnfalr  dh^ 
position  to  eritidse  and  censurc-^CaoKna. 
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hKwe  betid  tlieir  Ciwnplainti,  if  Hbey  bftye  aaj,  firam  nobody  Imt 
youndt  Jens  1  if  {bey  are  iiot  content  iiow,  I  iririi  fli^ 
how  the  Eog^kk  iran  reoehed  at  Paris  twenty  yean  ago— "why. 
yoa  and  I  know  fliey  were  not  veoeived  at  alL  Ay,  and  wlien  tibe 
jEuihioa  of  admiring  Eog^  is  past^itwiU  be  just  so  again ;  and 
▼Biy  teasonaUy — ^aiio  wonld  open  fheir  boose  to  ereiy  staring  booby 
from  another  eountiyP 

I  came  to  town  to-day  to  meet  yoor  brotber  [Mr.  Conway],  who 
is  going  to  Boston  and  Tbetferd,'  and  bqie  he  will  bring  bock  n  good 
acoonnt  of  the  domestic  history  [of  the  Grafton  fiimify],  of  which 
we  can  learn  nothing  anthentic.  Fitnoy*  knows  nottiing.  Hie 
town  says  the  Dnchessis  gomg  thither. 

We  bare  been  this  erening  with  Bachess  Hanultany*  who  is 
arrired  from  Scotland»  risiUy  promisbg  anoiher  Lord  Oampbdl 
I  diaU  take  this  opportanitf  cf  seeing  M.  de  Ghierdiy»  and  that 
opportonity  of  sending  this  letter,  and  one  bom.  your  brother.  Our 
poUties  are  an  at  a  sbind.  The  Duke  of  Derondure's  death,  I  eon- 
dnded,  would  make  the  Himstry  all  powexfbl,  all  trinmphant^  and 
all  insolent  It  does  not  appear  to  have  done  so.  They  are,  I 
beUeve^  extremely  ill  among  themselvefl^  and  not  better  in  flieir 
affidrs  foreign  or  domestic.  The  cider  coimties  have  instmcted  their 
members  to  join  (he  minority.  The  kouae  ^  Torke  seems  to  bare 
laid  aside  their  coldneesand  irresolution,  and  to  look  towards  oppo- 
sition.   The  nnpppularity  of  the  Ooort  is  yery  great  h 


I  shall  not  be  soiprised  if  they  maintain  tbeir  ground  a  Ixttie  longer* 
There  is  nothing  new  in  the  way  of  publication:  flie  town  itself 
is  still  a  desert  I  haTe  twice  passed  by  Arthur's  to-day,  and  not 
seen  a  chariot 

Hogarth  is  dead,  and  Mrs.  Spence,  who  lived  with  the  Duchess 
of  Newcastle/    She  had  saved  20fi00l,  which  she  leaves  to  her 

'  He  WM  member  for  Thetford. — CioEn. 

*  Colonel  Chariee  Fttnoj.— Cboxsb. 

*  '*  Ton  will  begladloheer  the  DadieH  of  HamUton  U  breeding  tgiiii ;  lo  there  if 
a  eheaoe  for  another  Imntt  naiune,  and  Onnning  may  Btill  unite  theee  gtmi  rival 
hootei."    OiUf  WiU4am$  to  Sdw^,  November  18th,  1764.-«inraimHAM. 

*  The  Duke  of  NewcasUe,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pitt  of  the  IMh  of  Oetober,  w^jn, 
"  The  many  great  loieea,  both  pnbUe  and  ptlTate,  whieh  we  haTO  had  thia  anmnier, 
have  Teiy  greatly  affteted  the  Dneheae ;  and  the  last  of  all,  of  her  old  friend  and  eom- 
panion  of  above  forty-Sve  yean,  poor  Mre.  Spenee,  baa  added  moch  to  the  mekneho^ 
ftitnation  in  whidi  iha  was  befora.**  Oiaikam  Corrmpondemee,  wL  IL  p.  S9&^ 
WaioBf. 
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fliflter  ht  life,  and  after  her,  to  Tommy  Pelliam.    Ned  Fuicli*  has 
got  an  estate  from  an  dd  Mhl  Hatton  of  ISOOiL  a  year,  and  tabs 
kername. 
Adieu  I  my  lord  and  lady,  and  your  whole  et  cetera. 

95S.    TO  THS  SKY.  WILLIAM  OOLS. 

Sirmbur^  BO,  Jfon  8, 1764. 

I  AM.  much  disappointed,  I  own,  dear  Sir,  at  not  seeing  yoa: 
more  so,  as  I  fear  it  will  be  long  before  I  shall,  for  I  think  erf  going 
to  Paris  early  in  Febmaiy.  I  ought  indeed  to  go  direotty,  as  the 
winter  does  not  agree  with  me  here.  Withoat  being  positiyely  OUf 
I  am  positively  not  well :  abont  this  time  of  year,  I  have  little 
fevers  eveiy  night,  and  pains  in  my  breast  and  stomach,  which  bid 
me  repair  to  a  more  flannel  climate.  These  little  oomplaints  axe 
already  b^pm,  and  as  soon  as  affidrs  will  permit  me,  I  mean  to 
transport  them  southward. 

I  am  sorry  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  make  the  addition  you  wish 
to  Mr.  Tuer's  article :  many  of  the  following  sheets  are  printed  off, 
and  there  is  no  inserting  anything  now,  without  shoving  the  whole 
text  forward,  which  you  see  is  impossible.  Ton  promised  to  bring 
me  a  portrait  of  him :  as  I  shall  have  four  or  five  new  plates,  I  can 
get  his  head  into  one  of  them:  will  you  send  it  as  soon  as  you  can 
possibly  to  my  house  in  Arlington-street;  I  will  take  great  care  of 
it,  and  return  it  to  you  safe. 

058.    TO  THE  SASL  OF  HIBTFOBDl 

Stnnoberr^  ffiO,  N<m.  8,  W4. 

I  don't  know  whether  this  letter  will  not  reach  you,  my  dear 
lord,  before  one  that  I  sent  to  you  last  week  by  a  private  hand,  along 
with  one  from  your  brother.  I  write  this  by  my  Lord  Chamberlain's 
order — ^you  may  interpret  it  as  you  please,  either  as  by  some  new 
connection  of  the  Bedford  squadron  with  the  opposition,  or  as  a 
commission  to  you,  my  lord  ambassador.  As  yet,  I  bdieve  you 
had  better  take  it  upon  the  latter  foundation,  ttiough  the  Buke  of 
Bedford  has  crossed  the  country  from  Bath  to  Wobum,  without 
coming  to  town.     Be  that  as  it  may,  here  is  the  nq;otiation 


*  Idwvd,  ftfth  ton  of  the  lizih  Earl  of  WinehdMS.   Xm  Hstton  vm  hii  iMtonul 
wnig  lisier  of  tht  bit  Viioooiit  HftttoiL---CBoxzB. 
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mtnuted  to  yon.  Yoa  are  dfisired  bjr  my  Loid  Oowor  to  apply 
to  ihe  geutillioiiuiie  de  la  ohambre  Jbr  leaTe  for  Doberad*  tiia 
danoer^  who  was  here  last  year»  to  xetum  and  danoe  at  our  Open 
fortfaiwiih.  K  flie  ooort  of  Fraiioe  wiU  ooniply  witb  this  requ^ 
will  send  them  a  disdhaige  in  fiill,  for  the  Oanada  UUs  and  the 
ransom  of  their  prisoners,  imd  we  will  permit  Mondeor  D'Eatain  to 
oommand  in  the  West  Indies,  whether  we  will  or  not  The  City 
of  London  must  not  know  a  word  of  this  treaty,  for  they  hate  any 
mortal  should  be  diyerted  bnt  themselves,  espeoially  ly  anylUng 
relative  to  harmarip.  It  is,  I  own,  betraying  my  oonntiy,  and  my 
patriotism  to  be  oonoemed  in  a  job  of  this  kind.  I  am  sensTUe  that 
there  is  not  a  weaver  in  Spitalfields  but  oan  danoe  better  fium  the 
first  performer  in  the  French  Opera ;  and  yet,  how  could  I  refbss 
this  oommissLon  P  Mrs.  G^rge  Pitt  delivered  it  to  me  just  now,  at 
Lord  Holdemesse's  at  Sion,  and  as  my  virtue  has  not  yet  been  able 
to  root  out  all  my  good-breeding — ^though  I  trust  it  will  in  time— 
I  oould  not  help  promising  that  I  would  write  to  you — nay,  and 
engaged  that  you  would  undertake  it  When  I  venture,  sore  you 
may,  who  are  out  of  the  reaoh  of  a  mob ! 

I  believe  this  letter  will  go  by  Monsieur  Beaumont  He  break- 
fasted here  t'other  morning,  and  pleased  me  exceedingly :  he  has 
great  spirit  and  good-humour.'  It  is  inoredible  what  pains  he  has 
taken  to  tee.  He  has  9een  Oxford,  Bath,  Blenheim,  Stowe,  Jews, 
Quakers,  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Boyal  Society,  the  Bolunhood,'  Lord  Chief- 
Justice  Pratt,  the  Arts-and-Sdences,  has  dined  at  Wildman's,  and. 
I  think,  with  my  Lord  Mayor,  or  is  to  do.  Monsieur  de  Ghieidiy 
is  full  of  your  pnuses ;  I  am  to  go  to  Park  Place  with  him  next 
week,  to  make  your  brother  a  visit 

You  know  how  I  hate  telling  you  folse  news :  all  I  can  do,  is 
to  retract  as  fost  as  I  can.  I  fear  I  was  too  hasty  in  an  artide  I 
sent  you  in  my  last,  though  I  then  mentioned  it  only  as  a  report 
I  doubt,  what  we  wish  in  a  private  family  [the  Orafton  fondly]  will 
not  be  exactiy  the  event 

'  D'Anberal  wai  not  only  •  eelebnied  dancer,  bai  a  oonpoMr  of  baUeU^— 
CaoKiB. 

*  "  I  spoke  to  Lord  Holland  at  oonrt  laet  Sunday.  He  looks  well  in  Uie  heb,  bat  is 
weaker  in  his  limbs  than  ever  I  saw  him.  Hony  Walpole  dined  there  yestenlay,  and 
says  his  stomach  is  totally  gone.  I  find  the  present  topic  of  abase,  instead  of  Ashtoa, 
Rigby,  to.,  is  the  Wobom  famUy.  De  Beaumont  has  breakfiwted  with  him  at  Straw- 
berry. He  [Walpole]  Is  now  as  maeh  a  cariosity  to  all  foreigners  as  the  tombs  and 
lions."    OiUff  WilUamB  to  Sdwyn,  KoTcmber  18th,  1764.-~GinrHiiraHAX. 

s  A  dnb  or  society  in  Essex-street^  Strand.  See  Walpole's  MemoirtB,  L  S6,  ed.  4to^ 
and  <  Boswell  by  Croker/  p.  684. — CviiHivaHAic. 
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The  Duke  of  Cumberlend  has  had  a  daagerous  8ore*thioaty  but  is 
reooTered.  In  one  of  the  bitterest  days  that  oonld  be  felt,  he  would 
go  upon  the  eouise  at  Newmarket  with  the  windows  of  his  landau 
down.  Newmarket  heathi  at  no  time  of  the  year,  is  plaoed  under 
the  torrid  zone.  I  can  oonoeiye  a  hero  welcoming  death,  or  at  least 
despising  it ;  but  if  I  was  coyered  with  more  laurels  than  a  boar's 
head  at  Ohristmas,  I  should  hate  pain,  and  Banby,  and  an  operation. 
His  nephew  of  York  has  been  at  Blenheim,  where  they  gave  him 
a  ball,  but  did  not  put  themselves  to  much  expense  in  dancers ; 
the  figorantes  were  the  maid-serrants.  You  will  not  doubt  my 
authority,  when  I  tell  jrou  my  Lady  Bute  was  my  intelligenoe.  I 
heard  tcK-day,  at  Siou,  of  some  bitter  verses  made  at  Bath,  on  both 
their  graces  of  Bedford.  I  have  not  seen  them,  nor,  if  I  had  them, 
would  I  send  them  to  you  before  they  are  in  print,  which  I  conclude 
they  will  be,  for  I  am  sorry  to  say,  scandalous  abuse  is  not  the  com- 
modity which  either  side  is  sparing  of.  You  can  conceive  nothing 
beyond  the  epigrams  which  have  been  in  the  papers,  on  a  pair 
of  doves  and  a  parrot  that  Lord  Bute  has  sent  to  the  Princess 
[Dowager]. 

I  hear — but  this  is  another  c^  my  paragraphs  that  I  am  far  from 
giving  you  for  sterling — that  Lord  Sandwich  is  to  have  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire's  garter ;  Lord  Northumberland  stands  against  Lord 
Morton '  for  president  of  the  Boyal  Society,  in  the  room  of  Lord 
Haodesfield.  As  this  latter  article  will  have  no  bad  consequences 
if  it  should  prove  true,  you  may  believe  ii 

Earl  Poulet  is  dead,  and  Soame,  who  married  Mrs.  Naylor's  sister. 

You  will  wonder  more  at  what  I  am  going  to  tell  you  in  (he  last 
place :  I  am  preparing,  in  earnest,  to  make  you  a  visit — ^not  next 
freek,  but  seriously  in  February.  After  postponing  it  for  seven  idle 
months,  you  will  stare  at  my  thinking  of  it  just  after  the  meeting  of 
the  Parliament  Why,  that  is  just  one  of  my  principal  reasons.  I 
will  stay  and  see  the  opening,  and  one  or  two  divisions;  the  minority 
will  be  able  to  be  the  majority,  or  they  will  not :  if  they  can;  they 
will  not  want  me,  who  want  nothing  d  them :  if  they  cannot,  I  am 
sure  I  can  do  them  no  good,  and  shall  take  my  leave  of  them; — ^I 
mean  always,  to  be  sure,  if  things  do  not  turn  on  a  few  votes :  they 
shall  not  call  me  a  deserter.  In  every  other  ease,  I  am  so  sick  of 
politics,  which  I  have  long  detested,  that  I  must  bid  adieu  to  them. 
I  have  acted  the  part  by  your  brother  that  I  thought  right    He 

'  Lord  Mwtoa  wat  e1octed« — Ciokbb. 
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approres  what  I  have  done,  and  wliat  I  mean  to  do ;  so  do  the  km 
I  esteem,  for  I  Kayo  notified  my  intention ;  and  for  the  rest  of  tiie 
worid,  they  may  think  what  they  please.  In  tnitht  I  have  a  better 
reason,  whioh  wonld  presoribe  my  setting  out  direofly,  if  it  was 
eonsistent  with  my  honour.  I  hare  a  retom  of  those  vi^b&j  ftiven 
and  pains  in  my  breast,  which  haye  oome  for  the  three  last  yean 
at  this  season :  change  of  air  and  a  better  eHmate  are  certainly 
neoessary  to  me  in  winter.  I  shall  thus  indulge  my  inclinaiiung 
erery  way.  I  long  to  see  you  and  my  Lady  Hertford,  and  am 
wofolly  sick  of  the  fdlies  and  distractions  of  this  country,  to  which 
I  see  no  end,  come  what  changes  will  I  Now,  do  you  wonder  any 
longer  at  my  resolntionP    In  the  mean  time  adieu  for  the  present  1 


•54.    TO  THE  SIGHT  HON.  LADY  HSRYET. 

NavaiAet  10, 17S4. 

SoH  I  Madam,  you  expect  to  be  thanked,  because  you  have  done 
a  Tcry  obliging  thing ! '  But  I  won't  thank  you,  and  I  won't  be 
obliged.  It  is  very  hard  one  can't  come  into  your  house  and  com- 
mend  anything,  but  you  must  recollect  it  and  send  it  after  one !  I 
will  nerer  dine  in  your  house  again ;  and,  when  I  do,  I  will  like 
nothing ;  and  when  I  do,  I  will  commend  nothing ;  and  when  I  do, 
you  shan't  remember  it  You  are  yeiy  grateful  indeed  to  ProTidence 
that  gave  you  so  good  a  memory,  to  stuff  it  with  nothing  but  bills  of 
fore  cS  what  everybody  likes  to  eat  and  drink  t  I  wonder  you  are 
not  ashamed — ^I  wonder  you  are  not  ashamed  I  Do  you  think  there 
is  no  such  thing  as  gluttony  of  the  memory  f — You  a  Christian  I 
A  pretty  account  you  will  be  able  to  give  of  yourself  t — ^Your  fine 
folks  in  France  may  call  this  friendship  and  attention,  perhaps,  but 
sure,  if  I  was  to  go  to  the  devil,  it  should  be  for  thinking  of  nothing 
but  mysd^  not  of  others,  from  morning  to  night  I  would  send 
back  your  temptations ;  but,  as  I  will  not  be  obliged  to  you  for  them, 
verily  I  shall  retain  them  to  punish  you ;  ingratitude  being  a  proper 
chastisement  for  sinful  friendliness.    Thine  in  the  spirit, 

PlLCHABO  WnrrFiBLDw 

'  La4j  Hcrfij,  ii  It  mppoted,  had  Mni  llr.  Walpdt  toae  pottad  pUduwdi.— 
Bimaf .  I  bvre  Jvrt  ninnied  from  the  Hdtel  de  MUady  [Hemy] ;  at  diaiMr,  Lord 
sad  Lady  Stormont^  Hn.  DiToi,  Si»nl^,  KoitI%  Avgoitiu  [Horr^f],  tad  mytdl 
Kercr  was  taythiaf  m  Frandi  mm  hm  dimm;  aad  the  nMaaer  of  ite  belag  semd 
It  il  a  chanatng  hovae^  and  aa  I  have  lalher  a  partiality  for  the  Freneh,  I  am  rery 
1^  to  have  the  eatrte.  Hoiaee  Walpole,  who  waa  In  town  yesterday,  teUa  me  I  am 
Id grmt fltToar, fte.    JSaHqfMank to Mw^yn, SOtfi Oetoher  17S&— CuaKiaaaix. 
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955.    TO  SIB  HORACE  MANK. 

Afimghm  Stnei,  Nq9.  15b  Htfi. 

Chubckxll  the  poet  is  dead, — to  the  great  joy  of  the  Ministiy 
and  the  Sootoh,  and  to  the  grief  of  very  few  indeed,  I  beliere;  for 
aoch  a  friend  is  not  only  a  dangerous,  but  a  tioklish  posseerion.  The 
next  rerolution  wonld  hare  iatroduoed  the  other  half  of  Eng^d 
into  his  satires,  for  no  party  oonld  hare  promoted  him,  and  woe  had 
betided  those  who  had  left  him  to  shift  for  himself  on  Pamassns  1 
He  had  owned  that  his  pen  itched  to  attack  Mr.  Pitt  and  Charles 
Townshend ;  and  neither  of  them  are  men  to  hare  escaped  by  their 
steadiness  and  miiformity.  This  meteor  biased  scarce  fbnr  years ; 
for  his  'Bosciad^  was  subsequent  to  the  accession  of  the  present 
Kng,  before  which  his  name  was  nerer  heard  of;  and  what  is  as 
remarkable,  he  died  in  nine  days  after  his  antagonist,  Hogarth.* 
Were  I  Oharon,  I  should,  without  scruple,  give  the  best  place  in 
my  boat  to  the  latter,  who  was  an  original  genius.  OhurchiU  had 
great  powers ;  but,  besides  the  fiunlity  of  outrageous  satire,  almost 
all  his  compositiaiis  were  wild  and  extravagant,  executed  on  no  plan, 
and  y<nd  of  the  least  correction*  Many  of  his  characters  were 
obscure  even  to  the  present  age ;  and  some  of  the  most  known  were 
80  unknown  to  kim^  that  he  has  missed  all  resemblance ;  rf  which 
Lord  Sandwich  is  a  striking  instance.  He  died  of  a  drunken  debauch 
at  Calais,*  on  a  visit  to  his  friend  Wilkes,  who  is  going  to  write  notes 
to  his  Wcurks.  But  he  had  lived  long  enough  for  himself,  at  least 
for  his  reputation  and  his  want  of  it,  for  his  works  began  to  decrease 
considerably  in  vent.  He  has  left  some  Sermons,  for  he  wrote  even 
aennons ;  but  lest  iStiej  should  do  any  good,  and  for  fear  they  should 
not  do  some  hurt,  he  had  prepared  a  Dedication  of  them  to  Bishop 
Warburton,  whose  arrogance  and  venom  had  found  a  proper  corrector 
in  ChuichilL  I  donH  know  whether  this  man's  fame  had  extended 
to  Florence ;  but  you  may  judge  of  the  noise  he  made  in  this  part 
of  the  world  by  the  following  trait,  which  is  a  pretty  instance  of  that 
good  breeding  on  which  the  French  pique  themselves.    My  sister' 

1  Mr.  HegArtli  It  Hid  to  ts  dylaf  sad  sf  s  bnkMi  li«it  It  grievw  nw  madi. 
Hs  MjatlMt  be  beltovM  I  wioiethAfc  pftp«r[Tlia  North  Briton],  Im^  bo  foisiTot  me^ 
for  bo  must  own  I  am  o  tborongb  good  bamonred  feUow,  only  FUMUm,  WUke$  to 
Mori  Tmnpi€,  Norember  SSrd,  1762.— Cobvivohak. 

*  A  mlitdtofcr  Bonlosno^OmmnonAii. 

'  Lftdy  Marin  Walpolo*  only  obUd  of  Sir  Bobert  Wa^te  Biri  of  Oflbid»  Vr  bSa 
fccond  wlflb,  and  marriod  to  Obaria^  am  [by  Mn.  Oldiild]  of  Oonml  Cbarloa 
CbnrdiUL— Walpou. 
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and  Mr.  Chmdiill  are  in  Franoe ;  a  Frendhman  asked  him  if  he  was 
Churohill  hfimmtmpoiUt  ''Non'' — ^*'Ma  foi,  monsiear,  taut  pis 
pearyonal'' 

Wilkes  and  OhniehiUy  you  know,  were  £Eriher  and  mother  of 
D'Eon.  This  madman  has  begotten  another,  or  rafiier  has  \xm^ 
mnted  his  old  enemy  Be  Yergy  into  an  ally.  The  latter  having  been 
ten  months  in  prison  for  debt»  has  been  redeemed  by  D'Eon,  and  in 
gratitode,  or  in  concert^  has  printed  (and  sent  dM>ut)  a  French 
North  Briton,  in  which  he  pretends  to  oonfeas  that  he  was  hraoght 
over  by  Monsieor  de  Qnerohy  to  ont  D'Eon's  throat  This  legend 
is  so  ill  pot  together  that»  on  the  fieuie  of  it»  it  oonfiites  itselfl  How- 
ever, he  has  tacked  an  affidavit  or  oath  to  it ;  and  I  hear  within 
these  three  days  he  has  depoeed  the  same  on  oath  before  Judge 
Wilmoi  I  am  not  positive  that  the  last  is  tauA,  or  whether  it  does 
not  grow  out  of  ihe  printed  affidavit,  which  I  have  read.  However, 
the  whole  embroil  is  vexatious  enough  to  poor  Gnerohy,  who  is  in  a 
eonntry  where  to  haye  any  scandal  believed  it  is  not  neoessary  to 
swear  to  it  His  very  being  a  foreigner  would  induce  half  this  good 
town  to  mxpply  the  affidavit,  without  knowing  anything  of  the  miU^ter. 

S^rawbenrjf  HiU,  Nc^emberVOL 

I  had  locked  up  this  letter  in  town  and  forgot  it,  when  I  went  to 
Park-place.  It  does  not  signify ;  my  news  were  of  no  consequence 
and  may  as  well  come  a  week  later  as  not  D'Eon  has  been  dted 
to  reoeLve  his  sentence  in  the  King's  Bench,  but  absconded.  That 
Court  issued  a  search-warrant  for  him,  and  a  house  was  broken 
open,  but  he  was  not  there.  Thus  that  interlude  is  almost  con- 
dttded.  Wilkes  is,  I  hear,  going  to  Italy,  so  you  will  probably  see 
one  of  these  Sacheverells. 

Sir  Thomas  Clarke,  the  Master  of  ihe  Bolls,  is  dead,  and  makes 
some  alteration  in  politics.  Norton,'  a  man  whom  ihe  world  has 
heard  of,  and  I  suppose  you  too,  succeeds  him,  and  Charles  Yoike 
reaccepts  the  Attomey-Gbneral's  place.  This  will  decrease  our  ill- 
staned  minority  by  some  votes ;  but  England  cannot  pay  its  friends 
so  well  as  the  Ministers  of  England  can  pay  theure.  Well,  it  all 
will  expedite  my  journey  to  France,  whither  I  have  so  long  designed 
and  wished  to  go,  and  for  which  I  am  in  earnest  preparing. 

I  have  been  in  town  to  hear  ManzolL'    He  is  not  so  great  as  I 

*  Sir  FletdMr  Kortoa,  afterwtrds  Sp««k«r  of  the  Honae  of  CommoM,  sad  [1782] 
BaroB  Gnatliqr[dlsdl7S9]. — ^WiLfou. 

*  Oiofanni  ICimoli,  having  attaiiied  mvoh  oelebriiy  In  Italy  and  Spain.  airiTed 


1764.1  TO  THE  ZABL  OF  RfiRTPOBD. 

expected,  nor  has  such  pleasing  tones  as  Eliai,  ihongk  a  very  fine 
singer.  The  Duke  of  York  came  into  our  boZ|  and  said  a  thousand 
gracious  and  kind  things  to  me  of  you,  and  how  sorry  he  had  been 
to  disappoint  you  in  not  returning  to  Florence.  I  told  him  how  very 
happy  I  should  make  you  by  this  account  of  his  Boyal  Highnesses 
goodness.  Prince  William  is  Duke  of  Gloucester,  with  twelve 
thousand  pounds  a-year,  like  the  Duke  of  York.  The  papers  per- 
sisted in  creating  him  Duke  of  Lancaster.  I  will  tell  you  my  reflee- 
tion  on  this.  What  authority  we  should  think  it,  if  we  wM  meet 
with  a  'Daily  Advertiser '  printed  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I. !  if  it 
told  us  he  had  created  one  of  his  sons  Duke  of  Twickenham,  should 
not  we  say,  that  must  be  true ;  a  paper  printed  in  flie  capital  could 
not  assert  a  fact  which  every  mortal  could  contradict  P  Yet^  how 
are  our  old  Histories  written  P  By  monks  at  fifty  or  an  hundred 
miles  perhaps  from  ilie  metropolis,  when  there  was  no  post,  scarce  a 
highway :  tliose  reverend  fathers  must  have  been  excellently  well- 
informed  I  I  scarcely  believe  even  a  battle  they  relate— never  their 
details. 

Adieu!  my  dear  sir;  it  will  not  be  three  mcmths  before  I  am 
nearer  to  you  by  some  miles,  and  with  no  sea  betwixt  us— -but  I  fear 
we  shall  not  meet  yet ;  I  donH  know. 

P.S.  I  ought  to  tell  you  how  excessively  Manzoli  was  applauded* 


950.    TO  THS  SARL  OF  HEBTfORD. 

Strawberry  Hill,  Nov.  25,  I7S4. 

How  could  you  be  so  kind,  my  dear  lord,  as  to  recollect  Dr, 
Blanohard,  after  so  long  an  intervaL  It  will  make  me  still  mora 
cautious  of  giving  recommendations  to  you,  instead  of  drawing  upon 
the  credit  you  give  me.  I  saw  Mr.  Stanley  last  night  at  the  Opera, 
wlio  made  his  court  extremely  to  me  by  what  he  said  of  yon.  It  was 
our  first  opera,  and  I  went  to  town  to  hear  Manzoli,  who  did  not 

herain  1764.  Br.  B«ni^  thai  deserlbat  hSs  dUnUi  ''The  ezpeetations  which  the 
▼asi  npnteiyoii  of  this  performer  had  exdied  were  lo  gretl»  that  at  th^  opening  of 
the  theatie  in  NoTember,  with  tiie  ptuHcdo  of  Eiio,  it  was  with  mnoh  diflealtj  I 
obtained  a  plaee,  after  waiting  two  boon  at  the  door.  HanioH's  Toioe  was  the  meet 
powerftil  and  Tolnminom  soprano  that  liad  been  heard  on  oar  stage  sinoe  the  time  of 
Faiinelli ;  and  liis  manner  ci  unging  was  grand  and  fhU  of  dignity.  Tlie  Borers  of 
mude  in  London  were  more  nnanimons  in  approving  liis  roice  and  talents  than 
those  of  any  etlier  singer  within  my  memory."  Manzoli  remained  in  London  only 
one  season.-  £o.,  1843. 
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quite  answer  my  ezpeotatiaay  tilioug^  a  ynaj  fino  aiiiger,biiit  his  ¥oioe 
ia$  been  youngerp  and  wants  the  touching  tones  of  ElisL  Hofwerer, 
the  audience  was  not  so  nice,  but  iqppbnded  him  immodwrateiy,  and 
titcared  three  of  his  songs.  The  fint  woman  was  adTortiaed  tor  a 
perfiMt  beauty,  with  no  Toioe ;  hut  her  beauty  and  voice  are  by  no 
means  so  unequally  balanced :  she  has  a  pretty  little  small  pipe, 
and  <mly  a  pretty  little  snmll  person,  and  share  of  beauty,  and  does 
not  act  ilL  There  is  Tenducci,*  a  moderate  tenor,  and  all  the  rest 
intolersUe.  If  you  don't  make  haste  and  send  us  Doborval,  I  don't 
know  what  we  shall  do.  The  dances  were  not  only  hissed,  as  Indy 
they  deserved  to  be,  but  the  galleiy,  o-fa-Ztrtify-Xaffs,  cried  ou^ 
^'Off!  off  I"  The  boxes  were  empty,  for  so  is  the  town,  to  a  degree. 
The  person'  who  ordered  me  to  write  to  you  for  Doberval,  was 
reduced  to  io«g"<A  in  the  Duchess  of  Hamilton's  box.  My  Duchesi 
£Grafton]  does  not  iqypear  yet — I  fear. 

Shall  I  tell  you  anything  about  D'EonP  it  is  siding  ooals  to 
Paris :  you  must  know  his  story  better  than  me;  so  in  two  words: 
Yergy,  his  antsgodst,  is  become  his  convert :'  has  wrote  toit  him, 
and  sworn  for  him, — nay,  has  made  an  affidavit  before  Judge 
Wilmot,  that  Monsieur  de  Querohy  had  hired  him  to  stab  or  poisoa 
D'Eon.  Did  you  ever  see  a  man  irbo  had  less  of  aa  tum^m^if^  than 
your /Mfiifaii/,  as  Nivemois  calls  itl  In  short,  tilie  story  is  as  dmnsy 
as  it  is  aboninable.  The  King's  Bench  cited  D'Ecm  to  receivB  hk 
sentence:  he  absconds:  that  court  iasned  a  warrant  to  searoh  for 
him,  and  a  house  in  Scotland-yard,  where  he  lodged,  was  broken 
open,  but  in  vain.  If  there  is  any  thing  more,  you  know  it  yoursel£ 
^niis  law  transaction  is  buried  in  another.  The  Master  of  the  BoUs, 
Sir  Thomas  Clarke,  is  dead,  and  Norton  succeeds.  Who  do  you  tliink 
succeeds  himP  his  predecessor.*  The  bouse  of  York  is  returned  to 
thebousectf  Lancaster:  they  could  not  keep  their  white  roses  pure.  I 
have  not  a  little  suspicion  that  disappointment  has  contributed  to  tiiis 

>  At  Baneligh  I  beard  the  fiunous  Tendnod,  a  tldng  from  Italy :  it  looks  for  all 
the  world  Uke  a  aian,  tlioagh  they  fay  iiia  iiot  The  voiee  to  bo  wn  is  iieitiMriiiaB'a 
nor  woman's,  bat  it  is  mora  melodious  that  either,  and  it  warbled  so  diTiasly  that 
while  I  listened,!  really  thou^t  myself  in  paiadiM.  £fmoUeits  Humpki^  OMer. 
£d.  1771#  ToL  L  p.  194.— CunixGBAM, 

s  Probacy  Mrs.  George  Pitk— Caoan. 

'  This  ii  altogether  a  Tsry  mysterious  afibir :  M.  de  Yergy  was  the  caase  of  D'Eon's 
violent  beharioor  at  Lord  Halifaz's ;  he  afterwaids  took  B^n'i  part,  and  had  the 
eAontery  and  the  in&my  to  lay,  that  he  was  suborned  by  the  French  ministiy 
to  qoarrel  with  and  roln  D*Son.— Csokbb. 

<  Mr.  Charles  Toike ;  bnt  we  shall  see,  in  the  next  letter^  thai  the  &ct  ea  which 
all  this  imputation  was  built  wastUi^-^Caoaxa. 
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fignu^poM.  Sb  ThoBUM  nuide  a  new  witt  the  day  befim  he  di^  aod 
gave  his  vut  fortane,  not  to  Mr.  Yoike^  as  was  6zp6oted»  but  to  Lord 
Maodesfiddfto  whoniyitiseoiiieoatyhewttsnatiirdfaroQ^  Norton, 
besLdes  the  BoUs,  which  are  for  hfe,  and  near  3,000£  a-yeari  has  a 
pensLm  of  IfiOQL  Mrs.  Anne  Pitt»  too,  has  got  a  third  pension :  so 
you  see  we  are  not  qnite  suoh  beggars  as  yon  imagined.' 

Piinoe  William,  you  know,  is  Bake  of  Glonnestery  with  the  same 
appanage  as  the  Boke  of  Yoik.  Legraad'  is  his  Cadogmi ;  Clinton* 
and  ligmier*  his  grooms. 

Oolonel  Crawford  is  dead  at  Idinorca,  and  Colonel  Barton  has  his 
regiment ;  the  Primate  [Stone]  is  better,  but  I  suppose  fiom  his  dis- 
temper, whioh  is  a  dropsy  in  Ids  breast,  irreooveraUe.  Toor  Irish 
Qoeen  [Coontess  of  Ncorthnmberland]  exceeds  the  English  Qaeen, 
and  follows  her  with  seven  footmen  before  her  chair-— well  I  what 
trumperies  I  tell  you  I  but  I  cannot  help  it — ^Wilkes  is  outlawed, 
D'Btm  run  away,  and  Churchill  dead — till  some  new  genius  arises, 
you  must  take  up  with  operas,  and  pensions,  and  seyen  footmen.— ^^ 
But  patience  I  your  oountiy  is  seldom  sterile  long. 

George  Selwyn  has  written  hither  his  lamentations  about  that 
Cossack  Princess.  I  am  glad  of  it,  for  I  did  but  hintit  tomy  Lady 
Hiervey,  (flioogh  I  give  you  my  word,  without  quoting  you,  which  I 
never  do  upon  the  most  trifling  occurrences),  and  I  was  cut  very 
short,  and  tdd  it  was  impossible.  A  la  bonne  hmxre  !  Pray,  who  is 
Lord  March  going  to  marry  P '  We  hear  so,  but  nobody  named.  I 
had  not  heard  of  your  losses  at  whisk ;  butif  I  had,  should  not  have 
been  terrified :  you  know  whisk  gives  no  fatal  ideas  to  anybody  that 
has  been  at  Arthur's,  and  seen  hasard,  Qucim^,  and  TrmU*^ 
Quaranie.  I  beg  you  will  prevail  on  the  King  of  France  to  let 
Monsieur  de  Bichelieu  give  as  many  balls  and  flltes  as  he  pleases,  if 
it  is  only  for  my  diverflion.  This  journey  to  Paris  ia  the  last  colt's 
tooth  I  intend  ever  to  cut,  and  I  insist  upon  being  prodigiously 

*  Tbe  townii  Myol  my  empty,  Irat  the  f ew  of  the  bou  Urn  whoAie  here  tn  enttiw 
tained  with  belU  onoe  »-week  at  Uie  sensible  Mn.  Pitt's,  who  hu  had  an  additional 
pension  glren  her  of  fiye  hundred  a-year.  Thomas  Toumskend  to  Sdwyn,  11th  De&, 
1764.    Compare '  Walpole'a  Geoige  III./  toL  L  p.  85.— CvimureBaiL 

'  Bdwaid  L^pand,  £iq.,  tieasarer  to  the  Dnke  of  Qlonceeter;  u  the  Hon.  C.  & 
Cadogan  wac  to  the  Duke  of  York. — Caouou 
'  Colonel  Henry  Clinton,  allerwirds  commander-in-chief  in  America,  and  K.Bb^r 

CaOKBK. 

^  Cokmel  Bdward  Ligonier,  aid-de-camp  to  the  Ki^g.— Crokul 

*  See  voU  ir.  p.  882,  Whom  do  yon  think  they  have  married  Lord  March  tof— 
no  leie  a  pereen  than  Ledy  Anne  Conway;  and  ai  she  is  fifteen,  &&  QUly  WiXUaum 
to  Sdwifn,  Norember  13, 1761— CuvHiiioaAM. 
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entertBiaedy  like  a  Spua  Monaeha,  idiom  fbey  cram  with  fliis  iraiid 
for  a  twelremonthy  before  ahe  bida  adieu  to  it  for  ever.  I  tlunk^ 
when  I  fihnt  myself  up  in  my  convent  herei  it  will  not  be  with  the 
same  regret.  I  have  for  aome  time  been  glutted  with  the  woild»  and 
regret  the  Mends  that  drop  away  every  day ;  thoee^  at  leaat»  with 
whom  I  oame  into  the  world,  already  begin  to  make  it  appear  a  great 
void.  Lord  Edgecambe,  Lord  WaldegravOy  and  the  Ddte  of  Devon- 
shire  leave  a  very  peroqrtible  chasm.  At  ihe  Opera  last  nig^  I  fidt 
almost  ashamed  to  be  there.  Except  Lady  Townshend,  Ijady 
Schauby  Lady  Albemarle,  and  Lady  Northumberland,  I  scarce  saw  a 
creature  whose  iUbut  there  I  could  not  remember :  nay,  the  greater 
part  were  Maccaronies.  You  see  I  am  not  likely,  hke  my  brotiher 
Ghobnondeley  (who,  by  the  way,  was  there  too),  to  totter  into  a 
solitaire  at  three-score.  The  Duke  de  Richelieu '  is  one  of  the  peraona 
I  am  curious  to  see — oh  I  am  I  to  find  Madame  de  Booffien,  Prin- 
cess of  Conti  P  Your  brother  and  Lady  Aylesbury  are  to  be  intovm 
the  day  after  to-morrow  to  hear  Manzoli,  and  on  tiieir  way  tojtfra. 
Comwallis,  who  is  acting  PagomstmU;  but  that  would  be  treason  to 
Lady  Aylesbury.  I  was  at  Park-place  last  week :  the  bridge  is 
finished,  and  a  noble  object. 

I  shall  oome  to  you  as  soon  as  efer  Ihave  my  eongd,  which  I  trust 
will  be  early  In  February.  I  will  let  you  know  the  moment  I  ean 
fix  my  time,  becauae  I  shall  beg  you  to  order  a  small  lodging  to  be 
taken  for  me  at  no  great  distance  firom  your  palace,  and  <mly  finr  a 
abort  time,  because,  if  I  should  like  iSrance  enough  to  stay  some 
months,  I  can  afterwards  accommodate  myself  to  my  mind.  I  ahoold 
like  to  be-so  near  you  that  I  could  see  yon  whenever  it  would  not  be 
inconvenient  to  you,  and  without  being  obliged  to  that  interoourae 
with  my  countrymen,  which  I  by  no  means  design  to  cultivate.  If 
I  leave  the  best  company  here,  it  shall  not  be  for  the  worst  I  am 
getting  out  of  the  worlcC  not  coming  into  it»  and  shall  therefore  be 
most  indifferent  about  their  acquaintance,  or  what  they  think  of  my 
avoiding  it.     I  come  to  see  you  and  my  Lady  Hertford,  to  eaeape 


>  The  odebmted  Maretebal  Dao  de  Richelieu :  he  wm  boni  in  1696,  and  died  In  17SS. 
The  whole  of  his  long  life  was  iUl  of  adventures  so  ezinMrdinaiy  as  to  Juli^  Mr. 
Walpole's  curiosity.  The  most  xemarkable,  howerer,  of  all,  had  not  at  this  period 
oceumd.  In  the  year  1780,  and  at  the  age  of  eighty-four,  he  manied  his  third  wife, 
and  was  sereiely  afflicted  tluat  a  mitearriage  of  the  Duchess  destroyed  his  hopes  of 
another  CcandvuU  de  Bkhetieu, ;  for  to  that  eminence  he  destined  the  dUld  of  his  agei 
His  biographer  adds,  that  the  Duchess  was  an  affectionate  and  attentiTU  wife,  not- 
withstanding that  her  octogenarian  husband  tried  her  patience  by  reiterated 
infidelities. — Caouuu 


17«4.]  TO  THB  BARL  OF  HBBnOBD.  SiT 

from  politics,  and  to  amuse  myself  vith  9eeingf  wbioh  I  intend  to  do 
wiib  all  my  eyes.  labhor  showi  am  not  passionately  fend  of  literati^ 
don't  want  to  know  people  fixr  a  few  months,  and  really  fliink  of 
nothing  bat  some  comfortaUe  honrs  with  yon,  and  indulging  my 
cariosity.  Eacoose  almost  a  page  about  myself,  bat  it  was  to  tell  yoa 
how  litde  trooble  I  hope  to  give  yoo. 


957.   TO  THX  XABL  OF  HSBTFOBD. 

AHingtan  Street,  Dee,  3, 1764. 

I LOYB  to  contradict  myself  as  bat  as  I  can  when  I  have  told  you 
a  lie,  lest  you  should  take  me  for  a  chambermaid,  or  Charles  Towns- 
hend.  But  how  can  I  help  it  P  Is  this  a  consistent  ageP  How 
should  I  know  people's  nunds,  if  they  don't  know  them  themselTes  ? 
In  short,  Charles  Yorke  is  not  Attorney-General,  nor  Norton  Master 
of  the  BoUs.  A  qualm  came  across  the  first,  and  my  Lord  Chan- 
cellor across  the  second,  who  would  not  have  Norton  in  his  court  I 
cannot  imagine  why ;  itis  so  gentle,  amiable,  honest  a  berog  I  But  I 
think  the  Chancellor  says,  Norton  does  not  understand  egwUff,  so  he 
remains  prosecutor-generaL  Yorke  would  have  taken  the  Bolls,  if 
they  woidd  have  made  it  much  more  considerable ;  but  as  they  would 
not,  he  has  recollected  that  it  will  be  elever  for  one  Yorke  to  have  the 
air  of  being  disinterested,  so  he  only  disgraces  himself,'  and  takes  a 
patent  of  precedence  over  the  Solicitor-General: — but  do  not  depend 

'  We  can  Tentaie  to  tUia,  that  there  nerer  was  any  idea  of  Kr.  Torke*t  aoeepting 
the  BoUi ;  and  it  ia  believed  tliat  they  nerer  were  offered  to  him ;  cetiainlj,  he  hha* 
self  never  Uionght  of  taking  that  oi&oe.  The  patent  of  precedence  wldch  he  did 
accept,  waa  an  arrangement^  which,  though  conToiient  for  the  oondnet  of  the  hnrineia 
In  court,  oonld  give  no  addition  of  either  rank  or  profit  to  a  peraon  In  Mr.  Toike'a 
^dreomatances.  The  &eta  were  aa  foUow :  when  Mr.  Yorke,  in  171)6,  waa  made 
•oUdtor-general,  he  waa  not  a  King's  oonnael ;  he  ancoeeded  to  be  attomey-geneialf 
but  on  hU  reaignation  in  Oetober  1763,  he  loat  the  precedence  which  liia  oflicea  had 
gkftgk  him,  and  he  returned  to  the  outer  bar  and  a  atnff  gown.  It  waa  a  noToi  and 
anomaloos  sight  to  see  a  man  who  had  led  the  Chancery  bar  ao  long,  and  filled  the 
greatest  offices  of  the  law,  retire  to,  comparatiTely,  so  humble  a  rank  in  the  eonrt  la 
wlddi  he  might  be  eyeiy  day  expected  to  preside ;  and  accordingly,  on  his  first 
appearance  after  his  resignation,  the  Chancellor,  with  the  concurrence  ^deed,  it  haa 
been  sidd  on  the  suggestion)  of  the  bar,  called  to  Mr.  Yoike,  out  of  hia  turn,  next 
after  the  King's  counsel :  this  irregular  preaudience  had  lasted  aboye  a  year,  when  it 
was  thought  more  proper  and  more  conyenient  for  the  business  of  the  court  to  give 
Hr.  Toike  that  formal  patent  of  precedence,  the  ralue  and  drcnmatancea  of  which 
Mr.  WiJpole  so  much  miaunderatanda.  We  hare  heard  from  old  lawyeta,  that  Mr. 
Toike'a  bnainess  at  thia  period  was  more  eztensiye  and  lucratire  than  any  other  man 
ever  poaaessed  in  Chanceiy,  and  we  find  no  less  than  four  other  banristera  had  at  thia 
lime  patcnta  of  precedence. — Cbokih. 


SM  fiOKAOl  WAliPOUTB  UBTTBUL  pm 

upon  <hib— lie  was  to  htLje  kktei  hmoiB  on  Faday,  but  bat  pnfeit 
off  till  WedneidAf  next — between  this  and  thati  liia  nitiie  mmylum 
anotber  fit  Tke  Goort  ridieole  liim  even  more  tiun  flie  <^poatiiiL 
What  diverti  me  most^  ib,  tiiat  the  pioiia  and  dntiM  house  of  YqiId^ 
wbo  eried  and  loarad  over  thdr  fiitber^s  memoiyy  noir  flirow  all  tibt 
blame  on  him,  and  say,  heforoedthemintooppoMtioa  muoitmmtmm 
eaopelbu  fwred^  Ue$i  uBque  reemrei.^    Sewell*  is  Master  of  the  Bolls. 

Weil  I  I  may  grow  a  little  more  explicit  to  yon ;  besides,  tliis 
letter  goes  to  you  by  a  priTate  hand.  I  gave  jrou  little  bints,  to  pre- 
pare yon  for  flie  separation  in  the  boose  of  Ghnfbm*  It  ia  so,  and  I 
am  heartily  sorry  for  it.  Your  brother  is  diosen  by  the  Duke,  and 
General  Ellison  by  the  Dndiess,  to  adjust  Ibe  tenns,  wbidi  are  not 
yet  settled.  Hie  Ihdoe  takes  all  on  himself,  and  assigns  no  reasons 
bat  disagreement  of  tempers.  He  leaTes  Lady  Geoigiana  with  her 
mother,  who,  he  says,  is  the  properest  person  to  ednoate  her,  andLord 
Gharles,  till  he  is  old  enoogh  to  be  taken  from  Ibe  women.  This  be- 
haTioar  is  noble  andgenerons — still  I  widitilieyooidd  have  agreed!' 

This  is  not  Ibe  only  parting  that  makes  a  noise.  His  grace  of 
Kingston*  has  taken  a  pretty  milUner  from  Cranbom*aIley,  and 
carried  her  to  Thoresby.  Miss  Chudleigh,  at  the  Princess's  birtb-daj 
on  Friday,  beat  her  side  till  sbe  could  not  help  haying  a  real  pain  m 
it,  Ibat  people  might  inquire  what  was  the  matter ;  on  which  she 
notified  a  pleurisy,  and  that  she  is  going  to  flie  baflis  of  Carisbad,  in 
Bohemia.  I  hope  she  will  not  meet  with  the  Bulgares  that  demolished 
^e  Castle  of  Ibunderten-tronck.*    My  Lady  Harrington's  robbery  is 

'  The  reider  is  requested  to  look  back  to  p.  168,  where  he  will  find  Mr.  Wslpole 
himself  stating— long  hefore  Lord  Hsidwicke's  death,  and  eren  before  his  ninesf 
that  ^  the  old  Chanoellor  was  riolent  against  the  eoart»  and  that  Mr.  Charles  Torks 
had  redgned,  eontrary  to  his  own  and  Lord  Royston's  indinatlon."  The  &ct  was  la 
no  way  tme :  for  it  is  well  known  that  there  never  was  the  slightest  dUTerenoe  of 
opinion  between  tlie  old  Lord  Hardwleke  and  his  son  Charles  uptm  their  poIitScsl 
condnet — CaoKsa. 

*  Sir  Thomas  SeweH,  Knight — Cbokxk. 

*  Nothing  ean  be  more  eomplaisant  and  well-bred  than  the  parting  of  the  Deke 
and  Dncheas  of  Orafton.  Vo  lorers  ever  met  with  greater  deoomm  ;  a  oorrespondeoce 
ii  established,  and  thcj  are  to  lire  in  frienddiip  tni  their  death ;  the  opposition  are 
afhdd  of  losing  either,  and  therefore  eommend  both.  Horry  Walpole  told  me  he  Mt 
an  hoar  with  her  yesterday,  and  nothing  oonld  be  more  sensible  or  nnal^eled  than 
her  oondnct  I  beliere  she  is  rather  fatigued  with  her  oonstant  messmate,  the  old 
General  Enison,  as  it  is  the  only  thing  in  breeohes  she  has  as  yet  been  fikmiUar  witk 
OiUff  Wiaia/mt  to  the  BaHqfUatxh,  December  ISth,  1764.— Cuhbivoham. 

^  Brelyn,  last  Duke  of  Kbagston :  he  toon  after  autfried  Mits  Chudleigh,  who  vsi 
supposed  to  hare  been  already  mairled  to  Mr.  Angustna  Henr^,  afterwards  Bail  of 
Bristol— CaoKsa. 

*  An  allusion  to  a  loose  incident  in  Voltaire's  Candide.— Caoua. 
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at  last  eome  to  Ugjit,  and  was  oommitted  by  tiie  porter,  wlio  is  in 
ICewgate. 

Lady  Norflwmhqfimd  (who,  by  the  way,  has  added  an  eighth 
footman  sinoe  I  wrote  to  you  last)  told  me  this  morning  fliat  the 
Qneen  is  very  impatient  to  leoeiTe  an  answer  Irran  Lady  Hertford, 
abont  Prince  George's  letters  coming  fliroug^  your  hands,  as  she 
desired  they  might 

A  correspondence  between  Le^^  and  Lord  Bute  about  the  Hamp- 
shire election  is  publUied  to-day,  by  flie  express  desire  of  the  fcmner, 
when  he  was  dying.*  He  showed  the  letters  to  me  in  the  spring, 
and  I  flien  did  not  think  them  so  strong  or  important  as  he  did. 
I  am  very  dear  it  does  no  honour  to  his  memory  to  haye  them 
printed  now.  It  implies  want  of  resolution  to  pubUsh  ttiem  in  his 
bfe-time,  and  that  he  died  witik  more  resentSMot  than  I  think  one 
should  care  to  own*  I  woidd  send  them  to  you,  bitt  I  know  Dr. 
Hunter  takes  oaie  of  such  things.  I  hope  he  will  send  yxm,  too,  the 
finest  piece  that  I  think  has  been  written  for  liberty  since  Lord 
Somers.  It  is  called 'An Inquiry  into  the  late  Dootrine  on  LAds,' 
and  is  said  to  be  written  by  one  Dunning,*  a  lawyer  lately  started  up, 
who  makes  a  great  noise.  He  is  a  sharp  thom  in  the  sides  of  Lord 
Mansfield  and  Norton^  and,  in  truth,  this  book  is  no  pkster  to  their 
pain.  It  is  bitter,  has  mubh  unafiected  wit,  and  is  the  only  tract 
that  eyer  made  me  undeistand  law.'  If  Dr.  Hunter  does  notsend 
you  these  things,  I  suppose  he  will  eouTey  them  himself,  as  I  hear 
there  will  be  a  fouiteenth  occasion  for  him.  Oharies  Fitsroy  says, 
Ijord  Halifax  told  Mrs.  Cosby  that  you  are  to  go  to  Ireland.    I  said 

1  Mr.  iMgg^  hid,  in  VtSA,  white  ohaaoaUor  of  the  szehtqiwr  to  Owage  IL,  beea 
reqiiMied  bj  Lofd  Bute,  in  the  name  of  the  Prince  of  Welee,  to  pledge  hlneelf  to 
nippMi  ft  Mr.  Stnart  at  the  next  election  for  Hampehire :  thit  Mr.  Legge,  for  toyj 
— JBdeat  naaons,  nftned  to  do ;  and  for  thla  reftual  (aa  he  thonghtk  and  wiehed  te 
pennade  the  pubUo)  he  waa  tnrned  out  of  ofloe  at  the  aeoeiiion  of  the  young  King. — 
Caonnu 

'  Mr.  Donning  soon  roae  into  great  praetioe  and  eminence ;  in  1767  he  waa  made 
ealieito^ggnerai,  which  oiice  he  held  till  1770.  He  then  made  a  ooniid«able  figare 
in  the  oppoaition,  till  the  acceasion  to  the  miniatry,  in  1782,  of  hia  friend  Lord 
Bhdbnnie,  when  he  waa  created  Lord  Aahbnrton ;  he  died  next  year. — Cboxbi. 

*  Mr.  Dnnnin^B  pamphlet  waa  intituled  'Inquiry  into  the  Doctrine  ktelly  pro- 
mnlgated  oonceraing  Jnrieay  Ubels,  ftc  upon  the  prindplea  of  the  Law  and  the  Con- 
atitntion.'  Gray,  in  a  letter  to  Walpole  of  the  80th,  thna  ebaracterlsea  it :— ^  Tour 
canonical  book  I  hare  been  reading  with  great  mtlsfadion.  He  tpeaketh  aa  one 
baring  aathority.  If  Bngliahmen  haye  any  feeling,  metbinki  they  mnat  feel  now; 
and  if  the  miniatiy  bATe  any  feeling  (wliom  nobody  will  auapeet  of  Inienaibility)  they 
mnat  cut  oflrthe  author's  can ;  for  it  ie  in  all  the  forms  a  most  wicked  llbeL  la  the 
old  man  and  ^e  lawyer  put  on,  or  U  it  real  T  or  has  some  real  lawyer  fomlshed  a  good 
part  of  the  materiah^  and  another  person  employed  themi  Thia  I  guess.*'  Worki^ 
hy  MiVardf  toL  It.  p.  40.— Waienr. 


MO  HO&lOl  WALFOLN  LSTTIIKS.  [ML 

he  knows  you  are  not  the  most  oommiinicMriiTe  peracm  in  the  iradi 
and  that  you  had  not  mentioned  it — nor  do  I  now,  by  way  of  adiif 
impertinent  qnestions ;  bat  I  thon^t  yon  would  like  to  know  wbtX 
was  said. 

I  letom  to  Strawbeny  Hill  to^monowy  bot  moat  luluiu  oa 
Thursday,  as  there  is  to  be  something  at  the  Duke  of  Yolk's  that 
eyeningy  for  which  I  have  reoeLved  a  card.  He  and  his  brother  are 
most  ezoeedingly  civil  and  good-humonred — bat  I  assore  yoa  every 
place  is  like  one  of  Shakspeare's  plays: — ^Floorish,  enter  ike 
Duke  of  York,  Qlooeester,  and  attendants.  Lady  Lrwin'  died 
yesterday. 

I  am  jost  oome  from  a  little  impromptu  ball  at  Mrs.  Aaae 
Pitt's.  I  told  yoa  she  had  a  new  pensbn,  bat  did  I  tell  yoa  it  mi 
fivehnndredpoimdsayearP  It  was  entertaining  to  see  the  DooheB 
of  Bedford  and  Lady  Bute  wifli  llieir  respective  finees,  drawn  op  on 
different  sides  of  the  room :  the  latter's  were  most  nnmenraa.  My 
Lord  Gower  seemed  very  willing  to  promote  a  parley  between  the 
two  armies.  It  would  have  made  you  shrug  up  your  shoiildeis  st 
diriy  humanityi  to  see  the  two  Miss  Pelhams  sit  neg^ectedt  without 
being  asked  to  dance.  You  may  imagine  this  could  not  esoape  me, 
who  have  passed  through  the  several  gradations  in  whioh  Lady  Jsue 
Stuart  and  Miss  Pelham  are  and  have  been ;  but  I  fear  poor  Mias 
Pelham  feels  hers  a  little  more  than  ever  I  did.*  The  Duke  of 
York's  is  to  be  a  dinner  and  ball  for  Princess  Amelia. 

Lady  Mary  Bowlby '  gave  me  a  commiasiony  a  genealogic  one^ 
from  my  Lady  Hertford,  which  I  will  execute  to  the  best  of  my 
power.  I  am  glad  my  part  is  not  to  prove  eighteen  generatioM 
of  nobility  for  the  Braces.  I  fear  they  have  made  some  mes- 
alliances since  the  days  of  King  Robert— at  leasts  the  pfeseot 
Scotch  nobiliiy  are  not  less  apt  to  go  into  Lombard-street  than  the 
English. 

My  Lady  Su£folk  was  at  the  ball;    I  asked  the  Prince  of 


>  Aiui«  Howard,  daughter  of  the  third  Eari  of  Cariiik,  and  widow  of  the 
Viaooant  Irwin,    ^e  waa  lady  of  the  bedchamber  to  the  Prinoen  Dowager.    Mr. 
Pftrk  baa  introdaoed  her  into  Ua  edition  of  the  NoUe  Anthora.— Caoxu. 

'  Mr.  Walpole  meana,  thai  he  waa  eonrted  during  hia  &ther*a  power,  and  BQiJMid 
after  hia  UXi,  aa  the  daoi^tera  of  a  Baeoeeding  pitoae  miniater,  Mr.  Henry  Pdhaia, 
now  were :  bnt  aa  Ladj  Jane  Stnart  waa  bot  twoHud-iwenty  yaua  old,  and  Mia 
Pelham  waa  thirty-aix,  we  may  aoeonnt  for  the  preferenoe  given  to  her  ladyiUp  at  a 
ball,  wtthont  any  relbrenoe  to  the  meannem  and  politioal  tin»a-aer?ing  of  aasakini 
Both  the  Mimea  Pelham  died  unmamed. — Gaoaia. 

'  Slater  of  the  Duke  of  Montagu.— CAoxsa. 


17«l.]  TO  MB.  MONTAQIT.  fOl 

Masaeraao  whom  he  thouglit  the  oldest  woman  in  the  room,  as  I 
oondnded  he  would  not  guess  she  was.  He  did  not  know  my  reason 
for  asking,  and  would  not  tell  me.  At  last,  he  said  very  deverly, 
his  own  wife. 

Mr.  Saijent  has  sent  me  this  evening  firam  yon, '  Les  Consid^ra* 
tions  sor  les  Mobuib,'  and  'Le Testament  Politique,'*  fiNrwhiohlgiTe 
yon,  my  dear  lord,  a  thousand  thanks.    Good  night  I 


PJ3.  HansoU  *  is  oome  a  Utde  too  laief  or  I  think  he  would  hare 
as  many  diamond  watches  and  snuff-hoxes  as  Farinelli  had. 

958.    TO  QXOBGE  HOKTAGU,  ESQ. 

As  I  have  not  read  in  tiie  paper  that  you  died  lately  at  Gh*eatwor{h, 
in  Northamptonshire,  nor  have  met  with 'any  Montagu  or  Treyor  in 
mourning,  I  conclude  you  are  living ;  I  send  this,  however,  to  inquire, 
and  if  you  should  happen  to  be  departed,  hope  your  executor  will  be 
so  kind  as  to  bum  it.  Though  you  do  not  seem  to  have  the  same 
curiosiiy  about  my  existence,  you  may  gather  from  my  handwriting 
that  I  am  still  in  being ;  which  being  perhaps  full  as  much  as  you 
want  to  know  of  me,  I  will  trouble  you  with  no  farther  particulars 
about  myself— nay,  nor  about  anybody  else ;  your  curiosity  seeming 
to  be  pretty  much  the  same  about  all  the  world.  News,  tiiere  are 
certainly  none,  nobody  is  even  dead,  as  the  Bishop  of  Carlisle 
[Lyttelton]  told  me  to-day,  which  I  repeat  to  you  in  general,  though 
I  apprehend  in  his  own  mind  he  meant  no  possessor  of  a  better 
bishopric. 

If  you  like  to  know  the  state  of  the  town,  here  it  is.  In  the  first 
place,  it  is  veiy  empty ;  in  the  next,  there  are  more  diversions  than 
the  week  will  hold.    A  charming  Italian  opera,  with  no  dances  and 

*  A  Freneh  torgerj  cftUed  *  Le  Testament  PoUtlque  da  Cheralier  Hobert  WalpolV 
cf  vUdi  Mr.  Walpole  drew  ap  an  txpomn,  whieh  ii  to  be  tend  In  the  Moond 
TohDM  of  hit  Worio-^CioKiB. 

*  TIm  enthtulMiii,  howeter,  na  pret^  high,M  we  learn  from  the  foUowing  piwage 
in  one  of  tli(»  poriodlealpapem  of  tlieday .'— "SlgnorManeoU.  the  Italian  elnger  at  the 
Hajmarketk  got  no  leei,  after  paying  aU  ehaigea  of  ereiy  kind,  bj  hia  benefit  last 
week  (Mareh  1765)^  than  1000  gvineai.  Thia  added  to  a  warn  of  150O  which  he  haa 
alnadgr  eared,  and  the  remaining  profita  of  the  eeaaon,  ia  aon^y  ta  nndonbted  preot 
ofBriiiehyeiMrMJ^.  OnefMriteiiibr  hd7ooii9limentedthe8lBg«rwithaSOO(.blU 
Inr  adagle  tkket  on  thai  ocwaalon,''— Ononin.  Jiainoli  la  jaTli&Ing;  people  with 
and  withovt  ean  are  dying  for  him.  Oi%  WOUmm  to  Mwfii,  December  1%  1764 
CvranroHAii. 
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no  oompaay,  st  latft  on  TteBdays;  to  sapply  wfaidi  defect,  fte 
sabsoriben  are  to  have  a  ball  and  sapper — a  plan  that  inmyhumUe 
qnnion  will  fill  tlie  Tuesdays  and  empty  the  Satardnjra.  At  both 
playhouses  are  wofol  English  operas;  whichy  however,  fill  better 
than  the  Italian,  patriotism  being  entirdy  oonflned  to  our  ears:  bov 
long  the  sages  of  the  law  may  leave  ns  those  I  cannot  aay.  Mis. 
GomelySjHtpprehending  the  fatoie  assembly  at  Ahnack's,  has  enlarged 
her  vast  room,  and  hnng  it  with  blue  satin,  and  another  with  yeDow 
satin ;  but  Almack's  room,  whieh  is  to  be  ninety  feet  long,  jmypows 
to  swallow  up  both  hers,  as  easily  as  Moses's  rod  gobbled  down  those 
of  the  magicians.  Well,  but  there  are  more  joys ;  a  dinner  and 
assembly  every  Tuesday  at  the  Austrian  minister's;  ditto  on 
Thursdays  at  flie  Spaniard's ;  ditto  on  Wednesdays  and  Sundaj^ 
at  die  French  ambassador's;  besides  Madame  de  Welderen's  on 
Wednesdays,  lady  Harrington's  Sundays,  and  oocadonal  piivBte 
mobs  at  my  Lady  Northumberland's.  Then  for  the  mornings  there 
are  levees  and  drawing-rooms  without  end.  Not  to  mention  the 
Maocaroni-Glub,  which  has  quite  absorbed  Arthur's ;  for  you  know 
old  fools  will  hobble  after  young  ones.  Of  all  these  pleasures,  I 
prescribe  myself  a  very  small  pittance, — my  dark  comer  in  my  own 
box  at  the  Opera,  and  now  and  then  an  ambassador,  to  keep  my 
French  going  till  my  journey  to  Paris.  Politics  are  gone  to  sleep, 
like  a  paroli  at  pharaoh,  though  there  is  the  finest  tract  lately 
published  that  ever  was  written,  called  an  '  Inquiry  into  the  Doobms 
of  libels.'  It  would  warm  your  old  Algernon  blood ;'  but  for  what 
anybody  cares,  might  as  well  have  been  written  about  the  wan  of 
York  and  Lancaster.  The  thing  most  in  fashion  is  my  editioa  of 
Lord  Herbert's  Life ;  people  are  mad  after  it,  I  believe  because  only 
two  hundred  were  printed ;  and,  by  the  numbers  that  admire  it,  I 
am  convinced  that  if  I  had  kept  his  lordship's  counsd,  very  lew 
would  have  found  out  the  absurdity  of  it.  The  caution  with  which 
I  hinted  at  its  extravagance,  has  passed  with  several  for  approbation, 
and  drawn  on  tiieirs.  This  is  nothing  new  to  me ;  it  is  ^Hien  oae 
laughs  out  at  their  idok  that  one  angers  people.  I  do  not  wonder 
now  that  Sir  Philip  Sidney  was  the  darling  hero,  when  Lord  Hexbert, 
who  followed  him  so  dose  and  trod  in  his  steps,  is  at  this  time  of  day 


>  lCn.T«Ms()onMl7%odledlijWtlpole«'t]MH«lde8gwoftkeis«."  Shewn 
a  GtfBSB  by  Mitb,  aad  hj  prcfhMton  »  slBaar.  Her  hanM^Mn.  OeriNltf/— vw  ta 
aohoflqpan.  Her  Impmidiaie  radued  hsr  to  a  T»dor  of  mms*  mUk,  aaS  SMfly 
to  the  Fleei  Priioa,  when  the  died  in  1797.— CuMmvasAii. 

*  MoBtegs'i  Al^moa  Sidnegr  bloed.    See  toL  It.  i^  SM.— CwsiMBAa. 
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within  an  aoe  of  rivalUng  hiia.  I  wish  I  had  let  him ;  it  was  ooDh 
tradictiiig  one  of  my  own  mairiinii,  wfaieh  I  hold  to  be  very  just ; 
that  it  IB  idle  to  endeaTonr  to  core  the  world  of  any  folly,  unless  we 
oonid  due  it  of  being  foolish. 

Tell  me  whether  I  am  likely  to  see  yon  before  I  go  to  Paris, 
which  will  be  eaily  in  February.  I  hate  you  for  being  so  indifferent 
about  me.  I  live  in  the  world,  and  yet  love  nothing ;  care  a  straw 
inr  nothings  but  two  or  three  old  friends,  fliat  I  have  loyed  these 
tiuriy  years.  You  haye  buried  yourself  with  half-a-dosen  parsons 
and  'sqpiires,  and  yet  never  cast  a  thought  upon  those  you  have 
always  lived  with.  You  come  to  town  for  two  months,  grow  tired  in 
aix  weeks,  hurry  away,  and  then  one  hears  no  more  of  you  till  next 
winter.  I  don't  want  you  to  like  the  worid,  I  like  it  no  more  than 
you ;  but  I  stay  awhile  in  it,  because  while  one  sees  it  one  laughs  at 
it,  but  when  one  gives  it  up  one  grows  angry  with  it;  and  I  hold  it 
much  wiser  to  laug^  than  to  be  out  of  humour.  You  cannot 
imagine  how  much  ill  blood  this  peneverance  has  cured  me  of;  I 
usod  to  say  to  myself  **  Lord  I  this  person  ii  so  bad,  that  person  is 
00  bad,  I  hate  them.''  I  have  now  feund  out  that  they  are  all 
pretty  much  alike,  and  I  hate  nobody.  Having  never  found  you 
out,  but  for  integrity  and  sincerity,  I  am  much  disposed  to  persist  in 
a  fnendship  with  you ;  but  iflamtobeatallthe  pains  of  keeping 
it  up,  I  shall  imitate  my  neighbours  (I  don't  mean  those  at  next 
door,  but  in  the  Scripture  sense  of  neighbour,  anybody,)  and  say, 
**  That  is  a  very  good  man,  but  I  don't  care  a  bribing  for  him." 
nil  I  have  taken  my  final  resolution  on  that  head,  I  am  yours  most 
eovdially. 

909.    TO  SIB  HORAOB  MAKK. 

ArUngiom  atmt^  Ike. »,  nti. 

I  TOLD  you  in  my  last  that  Mr.  Yorke  was  to  be  Attorney-General, 
but  it  has  ended  in  his  accepting  a  patent  of  precedence  over  &e 
Sdioitor.  Nothing  can  surpass  the  foolish  figure  he  has  made,  which 
has  exposed  him  to  the  derision  of  both  sides— and  the  sum  total  is, 
that  this  is  the  first  time  that  a  Yorke  ever  did  anything  but  for 
money,  and  yet  has  been  in  the  wrong. 

Yesterday  died  that  man  of  bustle  and  noisy  nam^  the  Primate 
of  Ireland  [Stone]  :  a  sacrifice  to  drunkenness,  which,  however,  was 
but  a  libation  to  ambition,  for  he  was  forced  to  drown  his  own 
intellects  that  he  might  govern  the  no-understandings  of  the  Irish—- 


904  HOBACE  WALPOLB*S  LSTTKB3.  (ITM. 

indeed,  lie  suooeeded;  and  fifcm  the  lowest  state  of  nnpopnkrify  had 
raised  himself  to  fiill  power.  Toa  and  I  remember  a  primate'  who 
had  all  Hie  vioes  of  this,  and  not  much  inferior  parts,  hat  who  loTed 
his  yioes  as  sages  pretend  to  lore  yirtae^  for  their  own  sakes.  If 
Stone  did  not  shine  by  his  gratitude  and  moderation,  at  least  he  had 
nnbonnded  charity  and  generosity,  and  whateyer  misdiief  he  did, 
revenge  was  never  the  ingredient  I  do  not  think  the  Administra- 
tion will  be  dispoeed  to  plaoe  the  Metropolitan  mitre  on  an  aUe  head 
again  in  haste ;  and  I  am  sore^  in  that  case,  they  will  hare  littie 
difiicolty  to  famish  themselves  to  their  minds  from  the  English  hench, 
whence  I  hear  the  choice  is  to  be  made. 

You  will  be  concerned  to  hear,  what  perhaps  will  not  sorjoiae  yoa 
more  than  it  did  me;  the  Doke  and  Duchess  of  Grafton  are  parted; 
on  most  honourable  terms :  he  alleges  nothing  but  disagreement  of 
tempers,  and  she  readily  takes  that  blame  on  herself;  though  in 
truth,  I  never  saw  a  case  of  less  mutual  complaisance.  He  gives 
her  her  jointure  of  three  thousand  pounds  a-year,  and  an  allowance 
for  their  daughter  and  youngest  son ;  whidi  last,  however,  is  to 
remain  with  her  but  till  he  is  old  enough  to  be  taken  from  the 
women.  The  afiBair  has  been  transacted  as  a  contention  of  civility 
and  generosity,  and  yet  I  think  the  Duke  has  taken  his  final 
resolution. 

I  know  nothing  of  the  Duke  of  York's  squadron  going  to  the 
Mediterranean,  nor  should  think  that  either  love  or  pditics  would 
cany  him  thither  again.  He  has  just  got  an  addition  of  three 
thousand  pounds  a-year  on  Irehind :  his  palace  is  delightful,  and  he 
has  already  given  a  ball  there  to  Princess  Amelie,  at  which  I  was, 
and  where  he  again  mentioned  you  fully,  and  w^'ili  the  greatest 
goodness. 

My  journey  to  Paris  is  fixed  for  some  time  in  February,  where  I 
hear  I  may  expect  to  find  Madame  de  BoufBers,'  Princess  of  ContL 
Her  husband  is  just  dead ;  and  you  know  the  House  of  Bourbon 
have  an  alacrity  at  marrying  Uieir  old  mistresses.*  She  was  here 
last  year,  being  extremely  infected  with  the  Anglo^numief  though  I 
believe  pretty  well  cured  by  her  journey.    She  is  past  forty,  and 

'  HoDfllenr  de  BetnTan,  eldeii  ion  of  the  Prinoe  de  Cnu>n, »  Primate  of  Lomine. 
-^Waltoul 

*  Thia  waa  not  the  Haiqniae  de  BtmMtn,  daaghter  of  the  Prince  de  Craoii,  and 
Cavonrite  of  lUng  Stanishuu,  mentioned  in  a  former  letter,  but  the  Gomtese  de 
Boniflen,  miftreai  of  the  Prince  de  Conti. — Waltolb. 

*  Lonia  XIY.  married  Hadame  de  Maintenon,  and  hia  son  waa  amipoeed  to  he 
manried  to  Hademoiaelle  Chooin.— Waltoia 
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does  not  appear  ever  to  have  been  handsome,  but  is  one  of  tbe  most 
agreeable  and  sensible  women  I  ever  saw ;  yet  I  must  tell  you  a  trait 
of  her  that  will  not  prove  my  assertion.  Lady  Holland  asked  her 
how  she  liked  Strawberry-Hill  P  She  owned  she  did  not  approve  of 
it,  and  that  it  was  not  digne  de  la  soUdM  Anghiae.  It  made  me 
laugh  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  They  allot  us  a  character  we  have 
not,  and  then  draw  consequences  from  that  idea,  which  would  be 
absurd,  even  if  the  idea  were  just  One  must  not  build  a  Gothic 
house  because  the  nation  is  soHde.  Perhaps,  as  everything  now  in 
France  must  he  a  la  Orecque,  she  would  have  liked  a  hovel  if  it 
pretended  to  be  built  after  Epictetus's — ^but  Heaven  forbid  that  I 
should  be  taken  for  a  philosopher  I  Is  it  not  amazing  that  the  most 
sensible  people  in  France  can  never  help  being  domineered  by  sounds 
and  general  ideas  P  Now  everybody  must  be  a  gSomitre,  now  a 
phUosophe^  and  the  moment  they  are  either,  they  are  to  take  up  a 
character  and  advertise  it :  as  if  one  could  not  study  geometry  for 
one's  amusement  or  for  its  utUiiy,  but  one  must  be  a  geometrician  at 
table,  or  at  a  visit  I  So  the  moment  it  is  settled  at  Paris  that  the 
English  are  solid,  every  Englishman  must  be  wise,  and,  if  he  has  a 
good  understanding,  he  must  not  be  allowed  to  play  the  fool.  As  I 
happen  to  like  both  sense  and  nonsense,  and  the  latter  better  than 
what  generally  passes  for  the  former,  I  shall  disclaim,  even  at  Paris, 
the  profondeury  for  which  they  admire  us ;  and  I  shall  not  cease  to 
admire  Madame  de  Boufflers,  though  her  nonsense  is  not  the  result 
of  nonsense,  but  of  sense,  and  consequently  not  the  genuine  nonsense 
that  I  honour.  When  she  was  here,  she  read  a  tragedy  in  prose  to 
me,  of  her  own  composition,  taken  from  'The  Spectator:'  the 
language  is  beautiful  and  so  are  the  sentimentB. 

There  is  a  Madame  de  Beaumont  *  who  has  lately  written  a  very 
pretiy  novel,  called  *  Lettres  du  Marquis  du  Boselle.'  It  is  imitated, 
too,  from  an  English  standard,  and  in  my  opinion  a  most  woefrd  one ; 
I  mean  the  works  of  Bichardson,  who  wrote  those  deplorably  tedious 
lamentations,  'Clarissa'  and  'Sir  Charles  Grandison,'  which  are 
pictures  of  high  life  as  conceived  by  a  bookseller,'  and  romances  as 

'  Wife  of  Monsieiir  Blie  de  Beaumont^  %  oelebmted  lawyer. — Wauolb. 
*  Riehardaon  was  not  a  bookaeUer  bat  a  printer.— Walpoli.    The  foUowing  letter 
(printed  for  the  first  time)  I  owe  to  the  oonrteqr  of  Mr.  Mnmyi  of  Albemarie  Street 

LOBD  OBuraaniL])  to  datid  xallbv. 

BaOi,  November  5th,  1758. 

"  Ridiaidson  has  sent  me  his '  History  of  Sir  Chariea  Giandison/  in  four  tolnmes 
octaiTO,  which  amuses  me.    It  is  too  long,  and  there  is  too  mneh  mere  talk  in  it 
Vfhenerer  he  goes  UUm  trepidam,  into  liigh  life,  lie  groaly  mistakes  the  modes; 
toIn  it.  z 
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diey  would  be  spiritiialifled  by  a  Meihodist  te^  bat  ICadnne  de 
Beauncmt  has  almort  aroided  mrmons,  and  almost  reconciled  senti- 
ments and  common  sense.    Bead  her  noyel— you  inH  like  it 


960.    TO  QBOBaX  KONTAQH,  BSQ. 


You  are  grown  so  good,  and  I  delight  so  much  in  yonr  letters  when 
you  please  to  write  ihenii  that  though  it  is  past  midnight,  and  I  am 
to  go  out  of  town  to-morrow  morning,  I  must  thank  you. 

I  shall  put  your  letter  to  Bheims  into  the  foreign  post  with  a 
proper  penny,  and  it  will  go  much  safer  and  quicker  tium  if  I  sent 
it  to  Lord  Hertford,  for  his  letters  lie  yery  often  till  enough  are 
assembled  to  compose  a  joUy  carayan.  I  love  your  good  brotber 
John,  as  I  always  do,  for  keeping  your  birthday ;  I,  who  hate  cere- 
monious customs,  approve  of  what  I  know  comes  so  much  from  the 
heart  as  all  he  and  you  do  and  say.  The  General  surely  need  not 
ask  leave  to  enclose  letters  to  me. 

There  is  neither  news,  nor  anybody  to  make  it,  but  the  clergy, 
who  are  all  gaping  after  or  about  the  Irish  mitre,  which  your  old 
antagonist  has  quitted.  Eeene  has  refiised  it;  Newton  hesitates, 
and  they  think  will  not  accept  it ;  Ewer  pants  for  it,  and  many 
of  the  bench,  I  believe,  do  everything  but  pray  for  it  Qoodj 
Carlisle  [Lyttelton]  hopes  for  Worcester  if  it  should  be  vacated,  but 
I  believe  would  not  di^ke  to  be  A^  Orace. 

This  comes  with  your  muff,  my  '  Anecdotes  of  Painting,'  the  fine 
pamphlet  on  'libels,'  and  the  *  Castle  of  Otranto,'  which  came  out 
to-day.  All  this  wiU  make  some  food  for  your  fire-side.  Since  you 
will  not  come  and  see  me  before  I  go,  I  hope  not  to  be  gone  before 
you  come,  though  I  am  not  quite  in  charity  with  you  about  it   Oh ! 

bat,  to  do  Mm  jutioe,  he  nerer  mUtakee  nature,  and  he  has  mraly  gieai  knowledge 
and  ikiU  both  in  painting  and  in  interesting  the  heart  He  has  even  coined  some 
eaEpressiona  fiir  those  little  seeret  motementa  that  are  admirsble.  He  would  well 
hare  deserred  a  higher  education  than  he  has  had;  howerer,  he  deserree  well  of 
mankind,  the  ot^Jeet  of  all  his  writings  being  Tirtne.  I  shall  insensibly  fidl  Into  his 
small  talk,  without  his  merit.  If  I  longer  delay  assuring  yon  that  I  am  with  great 
tmth  and  esteem, 

Tonr  most  fidthfhl. 

Humble  semmt, 


Oonpars  Biehardson's  letter  to  Hia.  DonneUan,  asking  her  and  Met.  Deha^s 
■sidstince  "  in  describing  a  soene  or  two  in  upper  lifb."  SiehanUon's  Oonmpomimci, 
ir.  61.— CinuiuroBAJi, 
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I  had  forgot;  donH  lend  your  Loiri,  Herbert^  it  will  grow  as  dirty  as 
the  street ;  and  as  there  are  so  few,  and  they  have  been  so  lent 
aboat»  and  so  dirtied,  the  &w  dean  oopies  will  be  very  valuable. 
What  signifies  whether  they  read  it  or  notP  there  will  be  a  new 
fiuhion,  or  a  new  separation,  or  a  new  something  or  other,  that  will 
do  just  as  well,  before  you  oan  oonvey  your  copy  to  them ;  and, 
seriously, if  you  lose  it,  I  have  not  another  to  give  you ;  and. I 
would  fiun  have  you  keep  my  editions  together,  as  you  have  had  the 
complete  seL  As  I  want  to  make  you  an  eoQnonust  of  my  books,  I 
will  inform  you  that  this  second  set  of  'Anecdotes '  sells  for  three 
guineas.    Adieu! 

P.8.  I  send  you  a  decent  smallish  muff,  thai  you  may  put  in  your 
pocket,  and  it  costs  but  fourteen  shillings. 


Ml.    TO  THl  SABL  OF  HUTFOBD. 

AfUngkm  Slrdd,  Jan.  10,  ITOS. 

I  SHOULD  prove  a  miserable  prophet  or  almanac  maker,  for  my 
predictions  are  seldom  verified.  I  ihought  the  present  session  likely 
to  be  a  very  supine  one,  but  unless  the  evening  varies  extremely 
firom  the  morning,  it  will  be  a  tempestuous  day — and  yet  it  was  a 
very  southerly  and  calm  wind  that  began  the  hurricane.  The  King's 
Speech  was  so  tame,  that,  as  Gteorge  Montagu  said  of  the  earth- 
quake, you  might  have  stroked  it'  Beokford  (whom  I  certainly  did 
not  mean  by  the  genth  gale)  touched  on  Draper's'  Letter  about  the 
Manilla  money.  Oeorge  Ghenville  took  up  the  defence  of  the 
Spaniard9,  though  he  said  he  only  stated  their  arguments.  This 
roused  your  brother,*  who  told  Grenville  he  had   adopted   the 

Qfijf  In  %  latter  to  Dr.  Wluurton,  mitten  In  Jvlj  1764,  In  givliig  ta  aooonnt  of 
an  UlsflMb  Myiy  "  Towarda  the  end  of  m j  eonfinement^  during  wlddi  I  liTod  on 
notUng^  came  the  goat  in  one  foot,  bat  ao  tame  yoa  mlglit  haTo  stvoked  It"— 
Wbmb*. 

a  Sir  William  Diaper,  K.&,  beat  known  1^  Ua  eontrorer^  with  Jonioa.— Ciona. 
The  letter  here  allnded  to  waa  entitled,  ''An  aaawer  to  the  Spaaiah  Aigomenta  for 
reltadng  the  Payment  of  the  Banaen  Billib''-*Waian. 

*  I  waa  jaateidaj  at  the  opening  of  Fariiament,  when  Mr.  Conway  worked  himaelf 
into  a  rage  at  hia  laat  year^a  diamliaion,  whidi  prodnced  aome  reparteea  fIrom  Mr. 
OrenTUle,  not  qvite  lo  warm,  howerer,  aa  the  ibrmer.  flba.  Hmwrff  A  Jok»  to  JMwyi^ 
11th  Janaary,  176ff.  The  aaaalon  opened  yaaterday ;  Beokford  waa  tedlooa  Mid 
Conway  Tiolently  paaaionai^  hat  chiefly  in  hia  own  canae,  and  called  the  ramoTal  of 
himaelf  the  moat  pidUgate  mcaaara  that  erer  waa  attempted.  OiSy  WiUiam§  to 
Selwifn,  11th  Janaary,  17M.— ComneaAK. 


HOEACK  WALPOLTB  UETTSBSu  [17«aL 

reaaoniiig  of  Spain;  and  showed  the  fidlacy  of  fhar  pvetenaoiiflL 
He  exhorted  ereryhody  to  support  the  King's  goTenunent, "  whidi  I/* 
said  he,  *'ill-iised  as  I  have  been,  wish  and  mean  to  support — not 
that  of  ministersy  when  I  see  the  laws  and  independence  of  Paiiisr 
ment  struck  at  in  the  modproJUgate  manner/'    Yonmaygaesshow 
deeply  this  wounded.    Grenville  took  it  to  himself  and  aflocitod 
that  his  own  life  and  character  were  as  pnrey  unifixnn,  and  little  pro- 
fligate as  your  brother's.    The  silence  of  the  House  did  not  aeenn  to 
ratify  this  declaration.    Your  brother  replied  with  infinite  spiiit, 
that  he  certainly  could  not  hare  meant  Mr.  Grenyilley  fiir  he  did  not 
take  him  tat  the  MiTiigf^ — (I  do  not  believe  this  was  the  least  mor- 
tifying part) — ^that  he  spoke  of  public  acts  that  were  in  eyerybody's 
mouth,  as  the  WarrantB,  and  the  disgrace  thrown  on  the  anny  by 
dismissions  for  parliamentary  reasons ;  that  for  himself  he  was  an 
open  enemy,  and  detested  men  who  smiled  in  his  &ce  and  stabbed 
hjm — (I  do  not  believe  he  meant  this  personally,  but  unfortunately 
the  whole  House  applied  it  to  Mr.  Ghrenville's  grimace) ;  that  for  his 
own  disgrace,  he  did  not  know  where  to  impute  it»  for  every  wiintaf^y 
had  disavowed  it    It  was  to  the  Warrants,  he  said,  he  owed  what 
had  happened ;  he  had  fallen  for  voting  against  them,  but  had  he 
had  ten  r^iiments,  he  would  have  parted  with  them  all  to  obey  his 
conscience ;  that  he  now  could  foil  no  lower,  and  would  speak  as  he 
did  then,  and  would  not  be  hindered  nor  intimidated  from  speaking 
the  language  of  Parliament    Grenville  answered,  ihat  he  had  never 
avowed  nor  disavowed  the  measure  of  diwnisHJng  Mr.  Oonway — (he 
disavowed  it  to  Mr.  Harris'),  that  he  himself  had  been  turned  out 
for  voting  against  German  connexions ;  that  he  had  never  approved 
inquiring  into  the  King's  prerogative  on  that  head — (I  can  name  a 
person  who  can  repeat  volumes  of  what  he  has  said  on  the  subject), 
and  that  the  King  had  as  much  right  to  dismiss  militaiy  as  ciril 
officers,  and  then  drew  a  ridiculous  parallel  betwixt  the  two,  in  whidi 
he  seemed  to  give  himself  the  rank  of  a  civil  lieutenant-generaL 
This  warmth  was  stopped  by  Augustus  Hervey,  who  spoke  to  order, 
and  called  for  the  question ;  but  young  T.  Townshend  confirmed, 
that  the  term  profligaey  was  appli^  by  all  mankind  to  the  conduct 
on  the  Warrants.    It  was  not  the  most  agreeable  circumstance  to 
Grenville,  that  Lord  Gh*anby  closed  ihe  debate,  by  declaring  how 
much  he  disapproved  the  dismission  of  officers  for  civil  reasons,  and  the 
more,  as  he  was  persuaded  it  would  not  prevent  officers  from  acting 
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aooording  to  {heir  oonaoieiioes ;  and  he  spoke  ot  your  brother  with 
many  enoomitUDfi.  Sir  W.  Meredith  then  notified  his  intention  of 
taking  np  the  affiur  of  the  Warrants  on  Monday  se'nnight  Mr. 
Pitt  was  not  there,  nor  Lord  Temple  in  the  House  of  Lords ;  but 
the  latter  is  iU.  I  should  haye  told  you  that  Lord  Warkworth 
[Northumberland]  and  Thomas  Pitt  [Camelford]  moved  our 
addresses ;  as  Lord  Townshend  and  Lord  Botetourt  did  those  of  the 
Lords.  Lord  Townshend  said,  though  it  was  grown  unpopular  to 
praise  the  King,  yet  he  should,  and  he  was  violent  against  libels  ; 
forgetting  that  the  most  ill-natured  branch  of  them,  caricaturas,  his 
own  invention,  are  left  oS.  Nobody  thought  it  worth  while  to  answer 
him,  at  which  he  was  much  offended. 

So  much  for  the  opening  of  the  Parliament,  which  does  not  pro- 
mise serenity.  Your  brother  is  likely  to  make  a  very  great  figure : 
they  have  given  him  the  warmth  he  wanted,  and  may  thank  themselves 
for  it.  Had  Mr.  Orenville  taken  my  advice,  he  had  avoided  an 
opponent  that  he  will  find  a  tough  one,  and  must  already  repent 
having  drawn  upon  him. 

With  regard  to  yourself,  my  dear  lord,  you  may  be  sure  I  did  not 
intend  to  ask  you  any  impertinent  question.  You  requested  me  to 
tell  you  whatever  I  heard  said  about  you ;  you  was  talked  of  for 
Lreland,  and  are  still ;  and  Lord  Holland  within  this  week  told  me, 
that  you  had  solicited  it  warmly.  Don't  think  yourself  under  any 
obligation  to  reply  to  me  on  these  occasions.  It  is  to  comply  with 
your  desires  that  I  repeat  anything  I  hear  of  you,  not  to  make  use 
of  them  to  draw  any  explanation  from  you,  to  which  I  have  no  title; 
nor  have  I,  you  know,  any  troublesome  curiosity.  I  mentioned  Lre- 
land with  the  same  indifference  that  I  tell  you  that  the  town  here 
has  bestowed  Lady  Anne,  first  on  Lord  Mardi,  imd  now  on  Stephen 
Fox — tattle  not  worth  your  answering. 

You  have  lost  another  of  your  Lords  Justices,  Lord  Shaxmon,  of 
whose  death  an  account  came  yesterday. 

Lady  Harrington's  porter  [John  Wisket]  was  executed  yesterday, 
and  went  to  Tyburn  with  a  white  cockade  in  his  hat,  as  an  emblem 
of  his  innocence. 

All  the  rest  of  my  news  I  exhausted  in  my  letter  to  Lady  Hert- 
ford three  days  ago.  The  King^s  Speech,  as  I  told  her  it  was  to  do, 
announced  the  contract  between  Princess  Caroline  Matilda  ^  and 
the  Prince  Boyal  of  Denmark. 

>  The  unhappy  Qaeen  of  ]>eiimark,  who  wm  afterwinlfl  diron^  and  odbd.-* 
Oboku. 
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I  don't  fhink  (lie  tone  the  sessLon  has  taken  will  expedite  my 
visit  to  yon ;  however,  I  shall  be  able  to  jndge  wben  a  few  of  the 
great  qnestiona  are  oyer.  The  ATnArtftaw  bSbSib  are  eipeeted  to 
occasion  mnch  diacossion ;  but  as  I  understand  Ihem  no  more  than 
HebreWi  they  will  throw  no  impediment  in  my  way.  Adieu  I  my 
dear  lord ;  yon  will  probably  hear  no  more  politics  these  ten  days. 
Yours  ever. 

IVuiay. 

The  debate  on  the  Warrants  is  put  off  to  the  Tuesday ;  thereCore, 
as  it  wiU  probably  be  so  long  a  day,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  give  you 
an  account  of  it  till  this  day  fortnight 
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AHingkm  Stnei,  Jam,  IZ,  17S& 

Abb  not  you  growing  impatient  for  news,  now  the  Parliament  is 
opened?  Here  is  a  new  year  begun,  the  twenty-fourtii  of  our  cor- 
respondence !  Orestes  and  Pylades  are  not  to  be  named  with  us ; 
their  fiiendflhip  would  have  cooled  in  a  quarter  of  the  time.  Well, 
what  do  you  expect  f  ihat^  having  lost  all  our  chiefry  we  have  laid 
down  our  aims,  and  been  fined  in  the  Starohamber,  or  what  would 
come  to  much  the  same  thing  fot  the  peo^  that  we  hare  sold  our 
remnant  of  Opposition  for  half-ardosen  pensions  ?  You  are  mistaken; 
there  are  a  few  drops  of  Mercian  and  Cambrian  Uood  still  left  in  our 
veins.  The  Address  on  Thursday  went  unanimously,  in  answer  to  a 
very  tame  speech ;  but  not  till  after  a  very  qxiiited  dialogue  between 
Mr.  Conway  and  Mr.  Grenville,  in  which  the  foxmer  shone  greatiy, 
painting  in  strong  colours  the  scandalous  treatment  he  had  received 
from  a  profligate  administration;  the  epithet  was  his,  but  I  believe 
will  remain  tiieirs.  Lord  Granby  deolaied  warmly  against  dianus- 
lions  of  officers  for  their  conduct  in  ParUameni'  This  prologue  was 
brief,  but  smart  We  shall  probably  have  notidng  particular  till 
Tuesday  se'nnight,  which  ia  fixed  for  a  renewal  of  (he  great  ques- 
tion on  the  Warrants,  the  subject  of  which  has  been  revived  by  a 
large  pamphlet^  that  is  in  the  highest  vogue,  called  '  An  Inquiiy 
into  the  Doctrine  of  libels.'    Though  bulky,  it  is  already  at  its 

*  Did  Wftlpole  remembtf  thai  his  &(her  had  dimniww»d  Lord  Cobhua  from  Ui 
recineni.  and  Mr.  Pitt  from  a  ooraetcy,  ''fbr  thdr  eondud  in  PuliaaMiil''— 

CvvvnroBAM. 
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third  edition;  nor  can  all  tihe  oonrt-lawyersi  oonrt-aoiibbleFS,  or 
oonrt-Iiars,  hitherto  frame  an  anawer  to  it.  They  nibble  at  its  heel8» 
but  cannot  fix  a  tooth  in  it. 

The  King's  Speech  acquainted  ns  with  a  futore  marriage  between 
his  yonngest  nster'  and  the  Prince  Royal  of  DenmarL  Princess 
Lonisa,  who  is  older,  and  has  a  very  pretty  fiace,  is  of  vioommonly 
small  statnie,  and  unhealthy. 

There  is  another  approaching  wedding  notified,  between  Lord 
Shelbnme  and  Lady  Sophia  Oarteret,  the  only  child  of  our  old  friend 
Lady  Sophia  Fermor,  l^  Lord  Granrille.  Her  hce  has  ihe  beauty 
of  neither,  and  is  like  her  half-sisters ;'  but  her  air  and  person  would 
strike  you  from  the  strong  resemblance  to  her  mother.  She  has 
above  thirty  thousand  pounds,  and  he  two  and  twenty  thousand  a-year. 
Their  children  will  have  ^e  seeds  in  them  of  some  eztraord^iary 
qualities,  look  whither  you  will. 

There  has  been  a  bustle  in  the  Oabinet,  more  remarkable  for  its 
symptoms  than  its  effects.  That  busy  ambitions  prelate.  Stone,  is 
dead,  as  I  told  you  I  think  in  my  last  Mr.  GhmriUe,  believing 
himself  possessed  of  power,  because  he  rons  all  the  risk  of  it,  offered 
the  Arohiepiscopal  mitre  about  the  Town,  without  remembering  to 
ask  if  it  was  in  his  disposaL  Two  English  Bishops  declined  ii 
Lord  Granby  then  solicited  it  for  his  tutor,  Ewer  of  Llandaff,  and 
was  suppOTted  by  the  imaginary  minister ;  but  the  Lard  Lieuienani 
(the  most  acute  commentators  read  Lord  Bute)  carried  off  the 
primacy  for  BoUnson,  Bishop  of  Eildare.  The  Duke  of  Bedford, 
still  more  a  phantom  than  Grenrille,  imagined  he  could  obtain  the 
nomination,  and  demanded  it  for  a  Scoto-Hibeniian,  Bishop  Gar* 
michael;  but  the  Scotch  are  too  wise  for  many  of  them  to  embark  in 
that  channel. 

Well,  well  I  all  this  is  paltry,  and  not  in  the  great  style  of  our 
coxmtry;  these  are  such  little  cabals  as  hiqypen  in  every  nation. 
'Tis  the  marrellous,  the  eccentric,  that  characterises  Engtishmen. 
Come,  you  shall  haye  an  event  in  the  genuine  taste,  and  before  it 
has  been  pawed  and  Yulgaiised.  It  is  fresh  tins  very  day.  There 
is  somebody  dead  somewhere-^strong  marks  of  novelty  you  see — in 
Somersetshire  or  Wiltshire,  I  think,  who  has  left  two  hundred 

>  The  Prlneesi  MftiOda^  born  after  the  death  of  her  ikther,  Frederick  PHnee  of 
Walea^maiTiedflstof  October  1766,  OhriaUan,  King  of  Denmark;  died  10th  MMch, 
in0.-Oinnn]reHAM. 

*  The  Ooiinteai  of  Cowper  and  the  Marehionees  of  Tweeddale,  jonnger  danghten  of 
Lord  QtaaTiUe  ^y  hia  tint  wife.— Walpoli. 


M  HORicn  wALPOure  uemBa  |i7tt 

flurasaad  pounds*  to  Mr.  Pitt,  to  Mr.  WilUun  Pitt»  to  ^ile  Ktt,  €be 
man  who  frightened  the  great  Mogul  so  three  yean  ago,  and  who 
had  Eked  to  hare  tossed  the  Kings  of  Franoe  and  Spain  in  a  hknket, 
if  somehody  had  not  oat  a  hole  in  it  and  let  them  dip  throng 
Somehody  the  first,  was  called  Pinsent  or  Yinoent — the  town  and  I 
are  not  sore  of  the  name  yet ;  but  it  is  certain  he  never  saw  tiie 
said  Mr.  Pitt— I  hope  that  was  not  the  best  reason  for  the  legaey. 
The  parson  of  the  parish,  who  made  the  Will,  has  sent  word  to 
Hayes*  that  it  is  lodged  in  the^  housekeeper's  hands,  who  has  com- 
mand from  the  defonct  not  to  deliver  it  but  to  the  legatee,  or  order. 
Unluckily,  Mr.  Pitt  is  in  bed  with  the  goat  in  his  hand,  and  cannot 
even  sign  the  order ;  however,  Lady  Ghattiam  has  sent  for  the  Will, 
and  it  is  supposed  her  order  will  suffice.  You  may  depend  on  all 
this  latter  part ;  I  had  it  but  two  hours  ago  from  Lady  Temple^ 
whose  lord  has  been  to  Hayes  this  morning  on  this  affiur.  The 
deceased,  it  seems,  had  voted  against  the  first  Treaty  of  irtrMlLt» 
and  had  lived  to  see  a  second.'  I  do  believe  now  that  this  country 
will  be  saved  at  last,  for  we  ehall  have  real  Patriots,  when  ilie 
Opposition  pays  better  than  the  Oourt  Don't  you  think  that  Mr. 
Pitt  would  give  half  his  l^acy  that  he  had  never  accepted  apeDsbaP 
It  is  very  singnlar ;  ten  thousand  pounds  from  old  Marlborough^  a 
reversion  of  a  great  estate  from  Jaxk  Spencer,*  and  fliis  fortune  out 
of  the  clouds  I  Lord  Bath  indeed — but  I  never  heard  it  was  \ 
his  virtues  or  services— was  in  so  many  testaments,  fliat  tiiey  used 
to  call  him  emphatically,  WtU  Pulteney — it  is  more  pleasant  to  be 
called  Wm  Pitt  frtmi  such  tributes  to  his  merii  Adieu  till  the 
next  big  event. 

*  Sir  Wlllkm  Pynioit't  1001^  to  Mr.  nu  was  worth  alMMt  f^^ 

The  "  two  hundred  thonaand,"  Maerted  by  popular  report,  was  in  the  asnal  ityle  of 
exaggeration.— Sd.,  1848. 

9  Yilk  of  Mr.  Fitt^  near  Bnmief,  in  Kent--WAi.pou. 

3  The  treaty  of  Fteit.^WALr0Uk 

*  The  Dachees  Dowager  of  Marlborough  left  Mr.  Pitt  ten  thousand  pounds,  and 
her  grandson,  John  Bpenoer,  entailed  the  Simderhnd  estate  npon  him  after  his  own 
son;  bnt  thai  son,  aAerwarda  Sari  Spencer,  cut  off  thai  entaU  as  soon  as  he  caaia  of 

Sge-^WALPOLI. 

*  See  Tol.  L  p.  191,  and  toI.  iL  p.  80.<-€uinrDroRAM. 
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m.    TO  THB  BABL  OF  HEBTFORD. 

Sunday,  Jan.  20, 1766. 

Do  yon  forgive  me,  if  I  write  to  you  two  or  three  days  sooner 
than  I  said  I  would.  Our  important  day  on  the  Warrants  is  put  off 
for  a  week,  in  compliment  to  Mr.  Pitt's  gout — can  it  resist  such 
attention?  I  shall  expect  it  in  a  prodigious  quantity  of  black 
ribands.  You  have  heard,  to  be  sure,  of  the  great  fortone  that  is 
bequeathed  to  him  by  a  Sir  William  Pynsent,  an  old  man  of  near 
ninety,  who  quitted  flie  world  on  the  peace  of  Utrecht ;  and,  luckily 
for  Mr.  Pitt,  liyed  to  be  as  angry  with  its  pendant,  the  treaty  of 
Paris.  I  did  not  send  you  the  first  report,  which  mounted  it  to  an 
enormous  sum :  I  think  the  medium  account  is  two  thousand  pounds 
a-year,  and  thirty  thousand  pounds  in  money.  This  Sir  William 
Pynsent,  whose  fame,  like  an  aloe,  did  not  blow  till  near  an  him- 
dred,  was  a  singularity.  The  scandalous  chronicle  of  Somersetshire 
talks  terribly  of  his  morals'  *  *  *.  Lady  North  was  nearly  related 
to  Lady  Pjrnsent,  which  encouraged  Lord  North  to  flatter  himself 
that  Ebr  William's  extreme  propensity  to  him  would  recommend 
even  his  wife's  parentage  for  heirs ;  but  the  imcomeliness  of  Lady 
North,  and  a  Tote  my  lord  gave  against  the  Cider-biU,  offended  the 
old  gentleman  so  much,  that  he  burnt  his  woidd-be  heir  in  effigy. 
How  will  all  these  strange  histories  sound  at  Paris ! 

This  post,  I  suppose,  will  rain  letters  to  my  Lady  Hertford,  on 
her  death  and  revival.  I  was  dreadfully  alarmed  at  it  for  a  moment ; 
my  servant  was  so  absurd  as  to  wake  me,  and  bid  me  not  befrij^tened 
— ^an  excellent  precaution  I  Of  all  moments,  that  between  sleeping 
and  waking  is  the  most  subject  to  terror.  I  started  up,  and  my  first 
thought  was  to  send  for  Jh.  Hunter ;  but,  in  two  minutes,  I  recol- 
lected that  it  was  impossible  to  be  true,  as  your  porter  had  the  very 
day  before  been  with  me  to  tell  me  a  courier  was  arrived  from  you, 
and  was  to  return  that  evening.  Your  poor  son  Henry,  whom  you 
win  doat  upon  for  it,  was  not  tranquillised  so  soon.  He  instantly 
sent  away  a  courier  to  your  brother,  who  arrived  in  the  middle  of 
the  night.    Lady  Milton,'  Lady  George  Sackville,'  and  I,  agreed 

>  The  original  eontains  an  impatation  agauiBt  Sir  W.  Vjiaeai,  whidi,  if  trae, 
would  induce  vs  to  sutpect  him  of  a  disordered  mind. — Oboxsb. 

*  Lady  Caroline  SackTille,  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Donet,  married,  in  174S»  to 
the  first  Lord  Milton.— Cbokbb. 

'  Diana,  second  daughter  of  J.  Sambrooki  Baq. — Cbokh. 
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this  evening  to  tell  my  Lady  Hertfoid,  that  we  ought  to  have 
beliered  the  newB,  and  to  have  imputed  it  to  ihe  gaming  rakdelly 
life  my  lady  leads  at  Paris,  wUch  soandalises  all  ns  prndesy  her  old 
friends.  In  trath,  I  have  not  much  right  to  rail  at  anyhody  for 
living  in  a  hurricane.  I  fonnd  myself  with  a  violent  cold  on  Wed- 
nesday, and  till  then  had  not  once  reflected  on  all  the  hot  and  cold 
climates  I  had  passed  throi:^h  Ihe  day  before :  I  had  been  at  the 
Dnke  of  Onmberland's  levee :  flien  at  Princess  Amalie's  drawing- 
room  ;  from  thence  to  a  crowded  House  of  Commons ;  to  dinner  at 
your  broflier's ;  to  the  Opera ;  to  Madame  SeiUem's ;  to  Arihar's ; 
and  to  sapper  at  Mrs.  Geoige  Pitf  s ;  it  is  scandalous ;  but,  who 
does  lessP  The  Dnke  looked  much  better  than  I  expGctai ;  is  gcme 
to  Windsor,  and  mends  daily. 

It  was  Lady  Haroourf  s '  death  that  occasioned  the  confaflion,  and 
our  dismay.  She  died  at  a  Colonel  Onghton's ;  sudi  a  small  house, 
that  Lord  Harcourt  has  been  forced  to  take  their  fionily  into  his 
own  house.  Poor  Lady  Digby'  is  dead  too,  of  a  fever,  and  was 
with  child.  They  were  eztremdy  happy,  and  her  own  femily  adored 
her.  My  sLster  [Lady  Mary  Churdull]  has  begged  me  to  ask  a 
favour,  that  will  put  you  to  a  little  trouble,  though  only  for  a 
moment.  It  is,  if  you  will  be  so  good  to  order  one  of  your  servants 
when  you  have  done  with  the  English  newspapers,  to  put  them  in 
a  cover,  and  send  them  to  Mr.  Churchill,  au  Ch&teau  de  Nubeoourt, 
pris  de  Clermont^  en  Argone ;  they  cannot  get  a  Ghu»tte  that  does 
not  cost  them  six  livres. 

We  have  had  a  sort  of  day  in  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
proposition  for  accepting  the  six  hundred  and  seventy  thousand 
pounds  for  the  French  prisoners  passed  easily.  Then  came  the 
Navy :  Dowdeswell,  in  a  long  and  very  sensible  speech,  proposed 
to  reduce  the  number  of  sailors  to  ten  thousand.  He  was  answered 
by — Charles  Townshend — oh  I  yes  I — are  you  surprised?  nobody 
here  was:  no,  not  even  at  his  assertion,  that  he  had  alwayi 
applauded  the  Peace,  though  the  whole  House  and  ihe  whoh 
town  knew  that,  on  the  Preliminaries,  he  came  down  prepared  to 
speak  against  them;  but  that  on  Pitt's  retiring,  he  pludiced  up 
courage,  and  spoke  for  them.    Well,  you  want  to  know  what  place 

'  Babeocfty  dMighter  of  Charles  Le  Bm,  Esq.,  wu  of  the  first  Sari  of  Harcourt— 
CaoKiB. 

'  BUiabeth  Fcilding,  niece  of  the  fourth  Earl  of  Denbigh,  and  wife  of  Emaj  fint 
Lord  Uigbr.— CioxiB. 
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he  is  to  hare— 80  does  he  too.  I  don't  wantto  know  i^at  plaoe,  but 
that  he  lias  some  one ;  for  I  am  sore  lie  will  always  do  most  hurt  to 
the  aide  on  which  he  professes  to  be ;  consequently^  I  wish  him  with 
the  administration^  and  I  wish  so  well  to  both  sides,  that  I  would 
hare  him  more  deoriedi  if  that  be  posstblci  than  he  is.  Colonel 
Barr^  spoke  against  Dowdeswell's  proposal,  though  not  setting  him- 
self up  at  auction,  like  Oharles,  nor  friendly  to  the  ministry,  but 
temperately  and  sensibly.  There  was  no  division.  Tou  know  my 
opinion  of  Charles  Townshend  is  neither  new  nor  sing^olar.  When 
Charles  Yoi^e  left  us,'  I  hoped  for  this  event,  and  my  wish  then 
slid  into  this  couplet : 

10  THB  ADxnninAnoy. 

One  Chatlm,  who  ne'er  wm  oaxi,  yon  Ve  got— 'tis  trae : 
To  make  the  gmce  eomplete,  tain  t'other  too. 

The  fftTours  I  ask  of  them,  are  not  difBcult  to  giani  Adieu!  my 
dear  lord. 

Yours  ever,  H.  W. 

TvMda^,  4  o'doek. 

I  had  sealed  my  letter  and  giyen  it  to  my  sister,  who  sets  out 
to-moiTOW,  and  will  put  it  into  the  post  at  Calais;  but  having 
received  yours  by  the  courier  from  Spain,  I  must  add  a  few  words. 
You  may  be  sure  I  shall  not  mention  a  tittle  of  what  you  say  to  me. 
Indeed,  if  you  think  it  necessary  to  explain  to  me,  I  shall  be  more 
cautious  of  telling  you  what  I  hear.  If  I  had  any  curiosity,  I 
should  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  pretend  I  had  heard  some  report, 
and  so  draw  from  you  what  you  might  not  have  a  mind  to  mention : 
I  do  tell  you  when  I  hear  any,  for  your  information,  but  insist  on 
your  not  replying.  The  vice-admiral  of  America  is  a  mere  feather ; 
but  there  is  more  substance  in  the  notion  of  the  Yicerojr's  quitting 
Ireland.  Lord  Bute  and  George  Grenville  are  so  ill  tc^ther,  that 
decency  is  scarce  observed  between  their  adherents ;  and  the  moment 
the  former  has  an  opportonity  or  resolution  enough,  he  will  remove 
the  latter,  and  place  his  son-in-law'  in  the  Treasury.    This  goes  so 

'  It  is  remeikable  enough,  that  the  epigram  which  Mr.  Walpole  thsa  introdncee 
admits  that  Charles  Torke  had  nerer  Joined  them,  and  therefore  oonld  not  be  said  to 
ha?e  left  thenL—Cionm. 

'  Thoe  is  some  obscuriij  here :  Lord  Waikworth  (aAerwirds  Duke  of  Northnmber- 
Und)»  who  had  ktely  married  Lord  Bvte's  third  daughter,  was,  at  this  period,  a  very 
jonng  man,  little  known  hut  for  his  attachment  to  his  profession— the  armj,  and  the 
idea  of  hi*  being  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Treasory  most  hare  been  absnrd.  His 
fiither,  Lord  Northuaberlaad,  indeed,  had  been  spoken  of  fbr  that  oAee;  and, 
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hgf  that  CJIuurleB  Townflhend,  who  is  openly  dedkaited  to  GrreQ¥iIk» 
may  poanbly  find  himadf  diaappointed,  and  get  no  ^aee  ai  bat 
Howerer,  I  legoioe  that  we  hare  got  rid  of  him.  It  will  te«r  vip  all 
eonnectian  betireen  him  and  yoor  broiher,  root  and  hranch  :  a  cir- 
cnmatanoe  yon  will  not  be  more  sony  for  fliaa  I  am.  In  the  mean 
tune,  the  Opposition  is  so  stanndi  that,  I  think,  after  the  three 
questions  on  WairantB»  Dismission  of  offioers,  and  the  TWanilla- 
money,  I  shall  be  at  liberty  to  oome  to  yon,  when  I  shall  have  a 
great  deal  to  tell  yon.  If  Charles  Townkhend  gets  a  phioe^  IjDrd 
George  SackyiUe  expects  anoflier,  by  the  same  channrf,  interest, 
and  connection ;  bat  if  Charles  may  be  disappointed  himself,  what 
may  aman  be  who  tmsts  to  himP    Adienl 
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AHiMffUm  Sirmt,  JaiL  27,  1765. 

The  brother  of  your  brother's  neighbour,  Mr.  Freeman,  who  is 
going  to  Paris,  and  I  belieye  will  not  be  sorry  to  be  introduced  to 
yon,  gires  me  an  opportunity  which  I  cannot  resist,  of  sending  you 
a  private  line  or  two,  though  I  wrote  you  a  long  letter,  which  my 
sister  was  to  put  into  the  post  at  Calais  two  or  three  days  ago. 

We  had  a  very  remarkable  day  on  Wednesday  in  the  Hooae  of 
Commons, — ^rery  glorious  for  us,  and  yeiy  mortifying  to  the  Admin- 
istration, especially  to  the  principal  performer,  who  was  severely 
galled  by  our  troops,  and  abandoned  by  his  own.  The  business  of 
the  day  was  the  Army,  and,  as  nothing  was  expected,  the  Honse 
was  not  fiiU.  The  very  circumstance  of  nothing  being  expected, 
had  encouraged  Charles  Townshend  to  soften  a  little  what  had  passed 
on  Monday ;  he  grew  profuse  of  his  whispers  and  promises  to  us, 
and  offered  your  brother  to  move  the  question  on  the  Dismission  of 
officers :  the  debate  hegeai ;  Beckford  foil  foul  on  the  dismissions, 
and  dropped  some  words  on  America.  Charles,  who  had  placed 
himself  again  under  the  wing  of  Grenville,  replied  on  American 
affairs ;  but  totally /or^o/  your  brolher.  Beckford,  in  his  boisterous 
Indian  style,  told  Charles,  that  on  a  single  idea  he  had  poured  forth 
a  duirrhaa  of  words.    He  could  not  stand  it,  and  in  two  minutes 

perhapB,  Mr.  Wmlpole,  in  kis  epignunmatic  wsy,  has  Uken  tUs  mode  of  ezpkimiig 
the  motiTe  which  might  haye  induced  Lord  Bate  to  adTince  hU  §«n^m4avf9 
father.— Oaokuu 
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fairly  stole  out  of  the  House.  This  battery  bemg  dismountedy  the 
whole  attack  fell  on  GhenyiUey  and  would  haye  put  you  in  mind  of 
former  days.  Ton  neyer  heard  any  minister  worse  treated  than  he 
was  for  two  hours  together,  by  Tommy  Townshend,  Sir  George 
Sayille,  and  George  Onslow, — and  what  was  worse,  no  sonl  stepped 
forth  in  his  defence,  but  Bigby  and  Lord  Strange,  the  latter  of  whom 
was  ahnoet  as  much  abashed  as  Charles  Townahend ;  conscience  flew 
in  his  black  fiaoe,  and  almost  tamed  it  red.  T.  Townshend  was  still 
more  bitter  on  Sandwich,  whom  he  called  a  profligate  fellow, — hoped 
he  was  present,*  and  added,  if  he  is  not,  I  am  ready  to  call  him  so 
to  his  &ce  in  any  private  company :-— even  Bigby,  his  accomplice, 
said  not  a  word  in  behalf  of  his  brother  culprit  Ton  will  wonder 
how  all  this  ended — ^what  would  be  the  most  ridicolons  conclusion  to 
such  a  scene  P  as  you  cannot  imagine,  I  will  tell  you.  Lord  Harry 
Paulet'  telling  Grenyille,  that  if  Lord  Oobham  was  to  rise  from  the 
dead,  he  would,  if  he  could  be  ashamed  of  anything,  be  ashamed  of 
him; — by  the  way,  everybody  belieyes  he  meant  the  apostrophe 
stronger  than  he  expressed  it :  Ghnenville  rose  in  a  rage,  like  a 
basket-woman,  and  told  Lord  Harry  that  if  he  chose  to  use  such 
language,  he  knew  where  to  find  him.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a 
Prime  Minister,  even  soi-disant  tely  challenging  an  opponent,  when 
he  could  not  answer  him  ?  Poor  Lord  Harry,  too,  was  an  unfor- 
tunate subject  to  exercise  his  valour  upon  I  llie  House  interposed ; 
Lord  Harry  declared  he  should  have  expected  Grenville  to  breakfiast 
with  him  next  morning ;  Grenville  explained  off  and  on  two  or  three 
times,  the  Scotch  laughed,  the  Opposition  roared,  and  the  Treasury- 
bench  sat  as  mute  as  fishes.  Thus  ended  that  wise  Hudibrastic 
encounter.  Grenville  however,  attended  by  every  bad  omen,  pro- 
voked your  brother,  who  had  not  intended  to  speak,  by  saying  that 
some  people  had  a  good  opinion  of  the  dismissed  ofBcers,  others  had 
not.  Tour  brother  rose,  and  surpassed  himself:  he  was  very  warm, 
though  less  so  than  on  the  first  day ;  very  decent  in  terms,  but  most 
severe  in  effect ;  he  more  than  hinted  at  the  threats  that  had  been 
used  to  him, — said  he  would  not  reveal  what  was  improper ;  yet  left 
no  mortal  in  the  dark  on  that  head.  He  called  on  the  officers  to 
assert  their  own  freedom  and  independence.    In  short,  made  such  a 


'  It  wttmM,  from  »  SBbMqiMni  letter,  that  Lord  Sandwieli  uxu  present — 
Cbokbb. 

'  Lord  Henxy  FMilety  member  for  Hampshire,  Tioe^dmiral  of  the  White,  brother 
ef  the  Doke  of  Boltoo;  to  which  dignity  he  himadf  inooeeded  on  the  fith  July  17S& 
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speedi  as  aOflneed  aU  hk  adrenaaesy  but  has  filled  the  wbole  town 
with  hiB  praiica :  I  beliere,  as  aocm  at  his  speeeh  raadieB  Hmyes^  it 
will  ecmtnlniie  extremely  to  cspel  the  goizt^  and  bring  Mr.  Pitt  to 
town,  lest  his  proaoDce  should  be  no  longer  miaaed.  PrineesBAmafie 
told  me  (he  not  nighty  that  if  she  had  heaid  nothing  of  Mr.  Con- 
way's speeoh,  she  shoold  haTD  known  how  well  he  had  done  by  my 
spirits.  I  was  not  sorry  she  made  this  reflection  as  I  knew  die  woold 
repeat  it  to  Lady  [Betty]  Wald^graTe ;  and  as  I  was  wilfiiig  that 
the  DoohesB  of  BedCnrd,  who,  when  your  brother  was  iK— ni—aH^ 
asked  the  Dnehess  of  Grafton  if  she  was  not  soiry  fivr  poor  Mr. 
Coitwaif,  who  had  lost  eyerything,  shoold  reooOeot  that  it  is  they  who 
haye  canse  to  lament  that  dismiaaony  not  we. 

There  was  a  paragraph  in  Bigb/s  speeoh,  and  taken  xq^  and 
adopted  by  (Soody  Gh«nTille,  whidi  makes  nuuh  noise,  and,  I  nap- 
pose»  has  not  giren  less  ofenoe ;  they  talked  of  **  aiUtraiy  Simart 
principles,*'  which  are  supposed  to  have  been  aimed  at  the  Simtari 
frronrite ;  that  breadi  is  wider  than  ever : — not  one  of  Lord  Bute's 
adherents  haye  opened  their  lips  this  session.  I  condnde  a  fiew  of 
them  will  be  ordered  to  speak  on  Friday ;  but  nnless  we  go  on  too 
trimnphantly  and  reconcile  them,  I  think  this  session  will  temunate 
Mr.  Grenrille's  reign«  and  that  of  the  Bedfbrds  too,  unless  they 
make  great  snbmissions. 

Do  yon  know  that  Sir  W.  Pynsent  had  yonr  brother  in  his  eye ! 
He  said  to  his  lawyer,  ''  I  know  Mr.  Pitt  is  mnch  yonnger  ^^mml  I 
am,  but  he  has  yery  bad  health :  as  yon  will  hear  it  before  me,  if  he 
dies  first,  draw  np  another  will  with  Mr.  Conway's  name  instead  of 
Mr.  Pitf  8,  and  l»ing  it  down  to  me  directly."    I  beg 


pardon,  but  I  fear  I  could  haye  supported  Hie  loss  on  these  grounds. 

A  yery  unhappy  aflBeur  happened  lastnight  at  the  Star  andOarter; 
Lord  Byron '  killed  a  Mr.  C9iaworth  there  in  a  duel.  I  know  none 
of  the  particulars,  and  neyer  belieye  the  first  reports. 

My  Lady  Townshend  was  arrested  two  days  ago  in  the  street  at 
the  suit  of  a  house-painter,  who,  haying  brought  her  a  bill  douUe  of 
the  estimate  he  had  giyen  in,  she  would  not  pay  it.  As  this  is  a 
breach  of  priyilege,  I  should  think  the  man  would  hear  of  it* 

There  is  no  day  yet  fixed  for  our  intended  motion  on  the  Dis- 
nussion  of  officers ;  but,  I  belieye,  Lord  John  Oayendish  and  litsroy 

>  William,  illUi  Loid  Byion,  born  In  1782  died  In  1798.  The  Stsr  and  Gaite  m 
a  tavwn  in  Pall  IUXL-^wkol 

*  Her  eomplaini  waa  made  in  the  HooBi  bj  old  Loid  WIndMlMa.  Jma^^SUmpm, 
I.  S67  and  978.— CnrnxoBAii. 
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will  be  the  movers  and  seconders.  Oharles  Townshend,  we  oondnde^ 
^will  be  very  ill  that  day;  if  one  oonld  pity  the  poor  toad,  one  should : 
there  is  jealonsy  of  your  brother, — fear  of  your  brother, — fear  ot 
Mr.  Pitt, — ^inflnenoe  of  his  own  brother, — connections  entered  into 
both  with  Lord  Bate  and  Mr.  Grenville,  and  a  trimming  plan  con- 
certed with  Lord  Oeorge  Sackville  and  Charles  Torke,  all  tearing 
him  or  impelling  him  a  thousand  ways,  with  the  addition  of  his  own 
vanity  and  irresolution,  and  the  contempt  of  everybody  eLse.  I 
dined  with  him  yesterday  at  Mr.  Mackinsy's  [Lord  Bute's  brother], 
where  his  whole  discourse  was  in  ridicule  of  George  Ghrenville. 

The  enclosed  novel  [''  The  Castle  of  Otranto '']  is  much  in  vogue ; 
the  author  is  not  known,  but  if  you  should  not  happen  to  like  it»  I 
could  give  you  a  reason  why  you  need  not  say  so*  There  is  nothing 
else  new,  but  a  play  called  '  The  Platonic  Wife,'  written  by  an  Lnsh 
Mrs.  Griffiths,  whidi  in  charity  to  her  was  suffered  to  run  three  nights. ' 

Smce  I  wrote  my  letter,  the  following  is  the  account  nearest  the 
troth  that  I  can  learn  of  the  fatal  duel  last  ni^t:  a  dub  of  Notting- 
hamshire gentlemen  had  dined  at  the  Star  and  Gbrter,  and  there 
had  been  a  dispute  between  the  combatants,  whether  Lord  Byron, 
who  took  no  care  of  his  game,  or  Mr.  Chaworth,  who  was  active  in 
the  assodation,  had  most  game  on  their  manor.  The  company, 
however,  had  apprehended  no  consequences,  and  parted  at  eight 
o'clock;  but  Lord  Byron  stepping  into  an  empty  diamber,  and 
sending  the  drawer  for  Mr.  Chaworth,  or  calling  him  thither  himself, 
took  the  candle  from  the  waiter,  and  bidding  Mr.  Chaworth  defend 
himself,  drew  his  sword.  Mr.  Chaworth,  who  was  an  excellent 
fencer,  ran  Lord  Byron  through  the  deeve  of  his  coat,  and  then 
received  a  wound  fourteen  indies  deep  into  his  body.  He  was 
carried  to  his  house  in  Berkdey-street, — made  his  will  with  the 
greatest  composure,  and  dictated  a  paper,  whidi,  they  say,  allows  it 
was  a  fair  dud,  and  died  at  nine  this  morning.  Lord  Byron  is  not 
gone  off,  but  says  he  will  take  his  trial,  which,  if  the  Coroner  brings 
in  a  verdict  of  mandaughter,  may,  according  to  precedent,  be  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  without  the  ceremonial  of  Westminster  Hall. 
QeoTge  Sdwyn  is  much  missed  on  this  occadon,  but  we  condude  it 
will  bring  him  over.*  I  fed  for  both  families,  though  I  know  none 
of  dther,  but  poor  Lady  Carlisle,*  whom  I  am  sure  you  will  pity. 

*  It  came  out  at  Druy-lane,  and  was  acted  nz  nights.    Tlie  hint  of  it  was  takes 
from  Marmonters  "  Henrenz  Diyoree." — Wmoht. 

*  Ml,  Selwyn's  morbid  curiosity  alter  trials  and  ezeeutionSy  is  well  known.  — 
Cioun. 

*  Iiabdla,  only  sister  of  Lord  Byron,  wife  of  the  fourth  Earl  of  Carlisle.— Oioaia. 
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Our  last  three  Sstordays  at  tiie  Opera  have  been  prodigious,  and 
a  new  opera  bjr  Bach  *  last  night  was  so  crowded,  that  there  were 
ladies  landing  bdiind  the  scenes  during  flie  whole  perfonaaxioe. 
Adieu !  my  dear  lord :  as  this  goes  by  a  private  hand,  you  may 
possibly  receiYB  its  socceosor  before  it 


965.    TO  SIR  HORACE  If  ANK. 

AHmgUm  Street,  JM.  11,  17a&. 

Ton  haTOy  no  donbt,  eiqieded  to  hear  from  me  for  some  time  ;  but 
erery  week  does  not  produce  eyents,  nor  ereiy  session  revolutioxis. 
We  have  had  but  one  remailcable  day  since  my  last  letter  to  you. 
It  was  on  the  old,  but  important  question  of  Oeneral  Warrants ;  and, 
if  it  is  remembered,  it  wOlbe  owingmore  to  the  weight  of  the  subject 
than  to  the  discussion.    We  sat  till  near  six  in  the  morning ;  but  as 
the  debate  had  been  so  exhausted  last  year,  and  has  been  so  agitated 
in  print  ever  since,  you  cannot  marvelif  it  produced  Utile  new.    The 
numbers  on  the  dirision  were  224,  to  185.    I  expected  that  we  of 
the  minority  should  be  fewer,  considering  the  deaths,  acddents,  and 
desertions  that  have  happened.      It  is  even  comfortable  to  find  that 
there  are  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  men  who  prefer  anything  to 
their  interest ;  and  though  beaten,  we  extorted  an  uniyersal  confession 
that  General  Wanants  are  illegal ;  what  excuse  they  who  made  this 
confession  left  to  themselyes  for  not  going  ferther,  let  their  posterity 
tell  by  their  blushes !  One  man,  indeed,  there  was  who  had  the  front 
not  to  condemn  himself  in  the  same  manner,  I  mean  Norton  the  At- 
tomey-Qeneral — when  he  stabs  a  parent,  he  does  not,  like  Brutus, 
coyer  his  fiu».    The  hero  of  the  day  was  the  femous  Oolonel  Barr^ ' 
— a  man,  or  I  am  mistaken,  whose  frune  will  not  stop  here.  He  spoke 
irith  infinite  wit  and  humour,  and  with  that  first  of  merits  to  me, 
noyelty :  his  manner  is  originaL    He  spoke  too  with  extreme  bitter- 
ness, which  is  ahnost  new  again ;  so  civil  have  Parliaments  been  of 
late.    He  commended  the  present  Secretaries  of  State,  but  foresaw  it 
possible  that,  if  one  of  them  should  die,  his  successor  might  be  the 

>  <*  Adriiao  in  Siiia."  Tko  szpeetotio&s  of  the  public  Um  fini  night  thlft  dmas 
WW  peribnned  oeeadoned  ineh  a  crowd  at  the  King's  theatre  as  had  teldom  been  Men 
there  before ;  bat  whether  from  heat  or  inoonTenknce,  the  nnreaeonableneai  of  ex- 
pectation,  the  oompoeer  bdng  oat  of  fiuqr,  or  too  anxious  to  please.  Dr.  Bonej 
nj%  the  open  lUied,  and  ihtX  ertry  one  came  oat  of  the  theatre  dis^lpdnted.— 
Ifsian 

*  Colonel  Isaac  Ban6y  one  of  the  sappoced  anthon  of  '  Jnniaa.'  Ante,  p^  liS^* 
CeansoBAX. 
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moflt  diasolute  and  abandoned  sad  dog  in  the  kingdom.  There  sat 
Sandwidi  nnder  the  galleiy,  while  the  whole  House  applied  iihe 
piotore  to  him  I  not  a  word  was  offered  in  his  defence.  Yon  will 
ask  if  he  was  thnnderstraok  P  yes,  say  those  who  were  near  him.  Tet 
so  well  did  he  recover  the  blow  thai  at  three  in  the  morning,  he  com- 
menced an  intrigue  with  a  coffee-girl,  who  attends  in  the  Speaker's 
chambers. 

Mr.  Pitt,  whom  we  begin  to  know  only  by  tradition,  was  laid  up 
with  the  gout ;  so  he  is  still,  which  postpones  any  £eurther  questions 
from  the  Opposition,  as  he  has  deigned  to  promise  his  countenance, 
if  he  can  get  to  town.  Tou  have  seen  in  all  the  papers  the  great 
fortune  that  has  been  left  to  him  by  Sir  William  Pynsent,  an  old 
Whig  baronet,  who  quitted  the  world  on  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and 
Uved  to  pass  this  just  censure  on  its  counterpart,  the  Treaty  of  Paris. 
Tis  a  noble  testimonial ;  and  yet,  if  vice  and  virtue  fight  with  the 
same  weapon,  gold,  I  fear  the  odds  will  be  on  the  side  of  the  former ! 
Few  aad  dogs  wiU  wait  for  last  Wills  and  testaments. 

We  are  likely  to  have  another  solemn  puppet  cihow,  the  trial  of  a 
peer.  Lord  Byron  has  killed  a  Mr.  Ghawoiih  in  a  duel  at  a  tavern. 
I,  who  should  like  the  trial  of  a  Laud  or  a  Strafford,  asa  wholesome 
spectacle  now  and  then,  am  not  interested  about  an  obscure  Lord, 
whose  birth  alone  procures  his  being  treated  like  an  oveigiown 
criminaL  This  quarrel  was  about  game;  and  the  very  topic  should 
send  it  to  Hie  Quarter  Sessions. 

Lord  Milton  has  desired  me  to  make  his  and  my  lady's  acknow- 
ledgments to  you  for  your  civilities  to  Mr.  Damer.  I  was  desired  too, 
to  mention  to  you  the  future  arrival  of  Earl  Berkeley;  but  I  do  not 
know  him,  nor  trouble  my  head  about  him.  You  are  attention  itself 
to  everybody;  an  Earl  would  naturally  not  escape  you :  that  is  full 
enough. 

You  will  ask  when  I  go  to  Paris  P  It  is  the  question  I  ask  my 
friends  every  day.  Probably  now  not  till  the  Parliament  rises,  as 
the  session  is  likely  to  end  by  Easter.  At  present  I  am  confined 
with  a  bad  cold,  which  I  increased  at  our  late  day — and  afever ;  but  as 
I  shall  take  James's  powder  to  night,  you  may  be  sure  that  I  shall 
be  quite  well  to-morrow.    Adieu  I 


VOI>.  IV. 


its  HORAOB  WALFOUre  LITTOS.  P^tf. 
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AHmgtom  AM,  /».  IS,  ITttu 

A  GBSAT  many  letten  paas  between  na^my  dear  lord*  but  I  think 
they  are  almost  all  of  my  writing.  I  haTO  not  heard  from  yoa 
this  age.  I  sent  yoa  two  packeta  together  by  Mr.  Freeman,  wifli  an 
aooomitofomr  chief  debates.  Sinoe  the  long  day,  I  haYe  been  mnoh 
outoforder  withacoldandooii^thattoinedtoafeTer:  lammyw 
taking  James's  powder,  not  without  iqiprehensions  of  the  gou^  which 
it  gave  me  two  or  three  years  ago. 

There  has  been  nothing  of  note  in  Parliament  bat  one  slight  day 
on  the  American  taxes,'  which,  Gharies  Townshend  snpporting^ 
reoeiyed  a  pretty  heavy  thump  from  Barr^,  who  is  the  present  Pitt, 
and  the  dread  of  all  the  vooferoos  Norths  and  Bigbys,  on  whose 
lungs  depended  so  much  of  Mr.  Gienrille's  power.  Do  you  never 
hear  them  to  Paris  P 

The  operations  of  the  Opposition  are  saspended  in  oompliment 
to  Mr.  Ktt»  who  has  declared  himself  so  wannly  for  tiiie  question  on 
the  Dismission  of  oflBoers,  that  that  motion  waits  for  his  recoreiy.  A 
callof  the  House  is  appointed  for  next  Wednesday,  but  as  he  has  had 
a  relapse,  the  motion  will  probably  be  defened.  I  should  be  Yery 
gladif  it  was  to  be  dropped  entirely  for  this  session,  but  the  yoojqg 
men  are  warm  and  not  easily  bridled. 

If  it  was  not  too  long  to  transcribe,  I  would  send  you  an  enter- 
taining petition'  of  the  perriwig-makers  to  the  Eing^  in  which  tbsj 
complain  that  men  will  wear  their  own  hair.  Should  one  ahnoet 
wonder  if  carpenters  were  to  remonstrate,  that  since  the  peace  tiieir 
tradedecays,  and  that  there  is  no  demand  for  wooden  legs  P  Afotapm 
my  Lady  Hertford's  friend,  Lady  Harriot  Yemon,*  has  quarrelled 
with  me  for  smiling  at  the  enormous  head-gear  of  her  daughter.  Lady 
Orosvenor.  She  came  one  night  to  Northumberland-house  with  such 


*  Thb  iwolatlosi  wbieh  wen  the  fovndation  of  the  fiuaoae  Stamp«eL— Witi 

*  The  mbfUnee  of  thii  petition,  end  tlie  grare  snewer  whidi  the  King  vie  edrieed 
to  giTO  to  eueh  s  liidleioiui  eppeel,  are  pieeerred  in  the  Gentknui'e  HagMiBe  fur 
1766, p.  OS;  where  slio  we  leern  that  Mr.  Walpole'e  idea  of  the  Oarpenten' pelHioo 
waa  pnt  in  praetice,  and  Ui  Uijeity  waa  hnmblj  entreated  to  wear  a  wooden  leg 
himeell^  uid  to  enjoin  all  hia  lerranta  to  do  the  eame.  It  maj,  therefbie  be  pteenmed, 
that  thia/m  tFeqmi  waa  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Walpole.— Oaosia. 

*  Lady  Harriot  Wentworth,  alitor  of  the  laat  Lord  Btcaflbrd,  wife  of  HeniyTemoB, 
laq.,  and  mother  of  Ladj  Grocrenor,  whoee  intrigve  with  the  Dnke  of  Combeikyid 
made  ao  mneh  noiae. — CioKia. 
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display  of  £rijB,  that  it  literally  sproad  beyond  her  shonlderB.  I 
happened  to  say  it  looked  as  if  her  parents  had  stinted  her  in 
hair  before  marriagOy  and  that  she  was  determined  to  indulge  her 
fanqy  now.  This»  among  ten  thousand  things  said  by  all  the  world, 
was  reported  to  Lady  Harriot,  and  has  occasioned  my  disgrace.  As 
she  nerer  found  &ult  with  anybody  herself,  I  excuse  her  I  You  will 
be  less  surprised  to  hear  that  the  Duchess  of  Queensberry  has  notyet 
done  dressing  herself  manrellously :  she  was  at  Court  on  Sunday  in  a 
gown  and  petticoat  of  redflanneL  The  same  day  tiie  Guerbhysmade 
a  dinner  for  her,  and  inyited  Lord  and  Lady  Hyde,*  the  Forbes's,  and 
her  o&er  particular  friends :  in  the  morning  she  sent  word  she  was 
to  go  out  of  town,  but  as  soon  as  dinner  was  over,  arrived  at  Madame 
de  Ghierchy's,  and  said  she  had  been  at  Court 

Poor  Madame  deSeillem,  the  imperial  ambassadress,  has  lost  her 
only  daughter  and  fityourite  child,  a  young  widow  of  twenty-two, 
whomshe  was  expecting  from  Vienna.  The  news  came  but  this  day 
ae'nnight;  and  the  ambassador,  who  is  as  brutal  as  she  is  gentle  and 
amiaUe,  has  insisted  on  her  haying  company  at  dinner  to-day,  and 
her  assembly  as  usuaL 

The  town  says  that  Lord  and  Lady  Abergavenny'  are  parted, 
and  thai  he  has  not  been  much  milder  than  Monsieur  de  Seillem  on 
the  chapter  of  a  mistress  he  has  taken.  I  don't  know  the  truth 
of  this ;  but  his  lordship's  heart,  I  belieye,  is  more  inflammable  than 
tender. 

Lady  Sophia  Thomas'  has  begged  me  to  trouble  jrou  with  a  small 
commission.  It  is  to  send  me  for  her  twelve  littie  bottles  of  **  le 
Baume  de  Yie,  compost  par  le  Sieur  Lievre,  apoticaire  diaiillatear 

*  Thomii  YUUeriy  teooad  mm  of  Iiotd  J«nej, tei  Lord  Hjrdo  of  hk fkmily:  hb 
hdj  WM  Chirioitfl^  dani^kr  of  Udy  Jane  Hydo,  wifo  of  WUUhb  Iiri  of  Shoe, 
dftnghter  of  Heniy,  aeoond  Xftil  of  Clanadoa,  and  fLitor  of  tho  DoehMi  of  Qaeeno- 
bony.-— CioxnL 

'  Geoigo,  ilfteonth  Lord  Abatgatmiiy ;  tad  Ut  lidy,  HonrloCIa  Nhun,  Mer  of 
tiio  fini  lilt  OMeheotor;  dio  died  im  1708.— Oioxn.  AboifiToniiy't  ■tory  it  tt 
mueli  t  myBtoiy  hon  tt  ti  Ftrit.  He  htt  been  mtking  lovo  to  my  Itd/t  mtid,  I 
beliert,  tad  htr  Itdyihip  it  gone  ovi  of  town  lolkj,  Imt  I  do  aol  and  thoy  tn  ptrtod. 
JKg^  k>  MwyM,  ISth  Xtrdi,  1765.  Whti  ny  yon  to  yonr  fHond  AbtrytTonay  1 
Did  yon  tiiink  thoM  tortltt,  that  were  tlwtya  on  the  aune  peroh,  would  btire  erer 
foughil  I  think  he  mi^i  have  made  lore  to  hit  nnneiy-mtid  taywhere  elie,  tnd 
hit  wife  need  nol  litTt  ran  away  from  1dm  to  have  told  the  whole  town  of  it  In 
abort,  they  hare  both  acted  Uke  a  eonple  of  foolt,  tnd  Jemmy  Plnm,  by  tffeeting  the 
pari  of  a  mediator,  htt  made  the  broach  wider.  CKUff  WiUituiu  to  Sdwjfn,  Mardi 
1 765.~-€innrnioHAK. 

*  Lady  Sophia  Keppel,  davgfater  of  the  lint  Btri  of  AlbemtriOi  and  wife  of  Colonel 
ThomtiL — Oaonia. 
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du  BoL''  If  Qecnge  Sdwyn  or  Lord  Han&  aj^  not  set  oot»  tiisj 
would  bxing  it  with  pleasare,  eapeoially  as  she  liyes  at  the  Duke  of 
Qneensbei^s. 

We  haye  not  a  new  book,  play,  intrigae,  marriage,  elopement^  or 
qoanel;  in  short,  we  are  Tery  dnIL  For  politics,  nnless  the  miniwtora 
wantonly  thmst  their  hands  into  some  fiie,  I  think  there  will  not 
even  be  a  smoke*  I  am  fjbd  of  it»  for  my  heart  is  set  on  my  jonmey 
to  Paris,  and  I  hate  eveiTthing  that  stops  me.  Lord  Bynm's  fiioliah 
trial  is  likely  to  protract  the  sessbn  a  litUe ;  but  unless  there  is  any 
partioolar  business,  I  shall  not  stay  for  a  puppet-diow.  Indeed,  I 
can  defend  my  staying  here  by  nothing  but  my  ties  to  your  brother. 
My  health,  I  am  sure,  would  be  better  in  anoQier  climate  in  winter. 
Long  days  in  the  House  kill  me,  and  weary  me  into  the  bargain. 
The  individuals  of  each  party  are  alike  indi£ferent  to  me ;  nor  can 
I  at  tius  time  of  day  grow  to  love  men  whom  I  have  laughed  at  all 
my  lifetime — no,  I  cannot  alter;— Charles  Yorke  or  a  Obarles  Towns- 
hold  are  alike  to  me,  whether  miusters  or  patriots.  Men  do  not 
change  in  my  eyes,  because  they  quit  a  Uack  livery  fiir  a  white  one. 
When  one  has  seen  the  whole  scene  shifted  round  and  round  so  often, 
one  only  smiles,  whoever  is  the  present  Polonius  or  the  Gravedigger, 
whether  they  jeer  the  Prince,  or  flatter  his  phrenzy. 
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The  new  Assembly  Boom  at  Almack's*  was  opened  the  ni^ 
before  last,  and  they  say  is  very  magnificent,  but  it  was  empty ; 
half  the  town  is  ill  with  colds,  and  many  were  afiraid  to  go,  as  flie 
house  is  scarcely  built  yet  Almack  advertised  &at  it  was  built 
with  hot  bricks  and  boiUng  water — think  what  a  rage  there  must 
be  for  public  places,  if  this  notice,  instead  of  terrifyiug,  conld  draw 
anybody  thither.  They  tell  me  the  ceilings  were  dropping  with  wet 
— but  can  you  believe  me,  when  I  assure  you  the  Duke  of  Cumber* 
land  was  tiiere  P — Nay,  had  had  a  levee  in  the  morning,  and  went 
to  the  Opera  before  the  assembly  I  There  h  a  vast  flight  of  steps, 
and  he  was  forced  to  rest  two  or  three  times.  If  he  dies  of  it, — and 
how  should  he  notP — it  will  sound  very  silly  when  Hercvdes  or 

>  In  King  Street^  St.  Junes's,  now  (1857)  ImoWn  u  WUUi*!  Boomi;  "Ow  teule 
Almack'g  floorUhM  beyond  deieripUon.  If  yon  had  tneh  » thing  at  ^rii»  yon  vonld 
aU  half  a  <)nir«  of  flonriahed  paper  with  the  description  of  it  Almaek'a  Sootdi  be^ 
in  a  bag-wig,  waiting  at  nipper,  would  dlTert  yon,  aa  wonld  hia  lady  in  a  nek^ 
making  tea  and  eartaeying  to  onr  daeheaaa."-Ot2/y  WHUami  to  Sdw^n,  Haith,  17S5. 
Almack  died  8rd  January,  1781.  Many  of  Walpole*s  letten  to  Hontagn  are  written 
7a  JUmruked  paper— paper  with  oolonnd  bordera. — CummroHAX. 
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Theseus  ask  him  what  he  died  of^  to  leply^  "  I  caught  my  death  on 
a  damp  staircase  at  a  new  olab-room/' 

Williams,  the  reprinter  of  the  'North  Briton,'  stood  in  the 
pillory  to-day  in  Palace  Yard.  He  went  in  a  hackney-coach,  the 
number  of  which  was  46.  The  mob  erected  a  gallows  opposite  to 
him,  on  which  they  hung  a  boot'  with  a  bonnet  of  straw.  Then 
a  collection  was  made  for  Williams,  which  amounted  to  near 
200/.'  In  short,  every  public  event  informs  the  Administration 
how  thoroughly  they  are  detested,  and  that  &ey  have  not  a  friend 
whom  tibey  do  not  buy.  Who  can  wonder,  when  every  man  of 
▼irtne  is  proscribed,  and  they  have  neither  parts  nor  characters  to 
impose  even  upon  the  mob  t  Think  to  what  a  government  is  sunk, 
when  a  Secretary  of  State  is  called  in  Parliament  to  his  face  "  the 
most  profligate  sad  dog  in  the  kingdom,''  and  not  a  man  can  open 
his  lips  in  his  defence.  Sure  power  must  have  some  strange 
unknown  charm,  when  it  can  compensate  for  such  contempt  I  I 
see  many  who  triumph  in  these  bitter  pills  which  the  Ministry  are 
80  often  forced  to  swallow ;  I  own  I  do  not ;  it  is  more  mortifying 
to  me  to  reflect  how  great  and  respectable  we  were  three  years  ago, 
than  satisfactory  to  see  those  insulted  who  have  brought  such  shame 
upon  us.  'Tis  poor  amends  to  national  honour  to  know,  that  if  a 
printer  is  set  in  the  piUory ,  his  country  wishes  it  was  my  Lord  This, 
or  Mr.  Thai  They  will  be  gathered  to  the  Qzfords,  and  Boling- 
brokes,  and  ignominious '  of  former  days ;  but  the  wound  they  have 
inflicted  ia  perhaps  indelible.  That  goes  to  my  heart,  who  had  felt 
all  the  Boman  pride  of  being  one  of  the  first  nations  upon  earth  I — 
Good  night  I-^I  will  go  to  bed,  and  dream  of  Kings  drawn  in 
triumph;  and  then  I  will  go  to  Paris,  and  dream  I  am  pro- 
consul there:  pray,  take  care  not  to  let  me  be  awakened  with 
an  account  of  an  invasion  having  taken  place  from  Dunkirk  t  * 
Yours  ever,  H.  W, 

1  A  Jiek-bootk  in  alliwloik  to  the  OhriftiAn  name  and  title  of  Lord  Bate.-^BOKU. 

*  In  a  Uue  pvne  trimmed  with  orange,  the  eoionr  of  the  Berofaition,  in  oppodtion 
to  the  5ktiaHL— OaoxxB. 

*  We  might  be  niipriMd  at  finding  a  pereon  of  ICr.  Walpole's  taete  and  Jndgment^ 
describing  Harley  and  St  John  as  ignominunu,  if  we  did  not  reooUeet,  that  daring 
their  administration  his  fother  had  been  sent  to  theTower^and  expeUed  the  Hoose 
of  Commons  Ibr  alleged  offleial  eormptlons.— OaoKna. 

4  The  demoUtion  of  Dunkirk  was  one  of  the  articles  of  the  Ute  treaty  of  peace,  on 
wUdi  discussions  were  stiU  depending.-^nous. 
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m.    TO  OEOBOI  MOSTAGV,  ISa 

YouB  health  and  spiiitB  and  yoaih  detif^  me;  yet  I  iluiik  yon 
make  but  a  bad  use  of  tfaemy  when  you  destine  them  fo  a  triste 
honae  in  a  ooimtry  solitade.  If  you  weie  condemned  to  reiinaucnt, 
it  wenld  be  fbrtanate  to  haye  spiritB  to  support  it;  bat  great  TiTacity 
is  not  a  cause  for  making  it  one's  option. 

Why  waste  yoor  sweetness  on  the  desert  air  P  at  leasts  why 
bestow  so  little  of  your  cheerfidness  on  yonr  friends  P  I  do  not  widi 
you  to  parade  your  ralocondity  and  grey  haiis  through  the  mobs 
and  assemblies  of  London ;  I  diould  think  you  bestowed  tiiem  as 
ill  as  on  Ghreatworth ;  bat  yon  might  find  a  £9W  rational  craatores 
here,  who  are  heartQy  tired  of  what  are  called  oar  pleasores,  and 
who  woold  be  glad  to  haye  yoa  in  their  chimney-c(»ner.  There 
yon  might  hare  found  tM  any  time  this  fortnight;  I  haye  been 
dying  of  the  worst  and  longest  cold  I  eyer  had  in  my  days,  and 
haye  been  blooded,  and  taken  James's  powder  to  no  purpoee.  I 
look  almost  like  the  skeleton  that  Frederick  found  in  the  aratcny :' 
my  only  comfort  was,  that  I  should  haye  owed  my  death  to  flie  long 
day  in  the  House  of  Commons^  and  haye  perished  with  our  liberties; 
batltfaink  I  am  getting  the  better  of  my  martyrdom,  and  shall  liyetD 
see  you;  nay,  I  shall  not  be  gone  to  Paris.  As  I  design  that  journey 
for  the  term  of  my  figuring  in  the  world,  I  would  fedn  wind  up  my 
politics  too,  and  quit  all  pablic  ties  together.  As  I  am  not  old  yet, 
and  haye  an  excellent  though  delicate  constitation,  I  may  promise 
myself  some  agreeable  years,  if  I  could  detach  myself  from  all  con- 
nections, bat  with  a  yery  fiaw  persons  that  I  yalue.  Oh,  with  what 
joy  I  could  bid  adieu  to  loying  and  hatingi  to  crowds,  pablic  places, 
great  dinners,  yints ;  and  aboye  all,  to  the  House  of  Commons;  but 
pray  mind,  when  J  retire,  it  shall  only  be  to  London  and  Strawbeny 
Hill — in  London  one  can  liye  as  one  will,  and  at  Strawbeny  I  will 
liye  as  I  wilL  Apropos,  my  good  old  tenant  Franklin*  is  dead, 
and  I  am  in  possession  of  his  cottage,  which  will  be  a  ddig^tfiilly 
additional  plaything  at  Strawberry.  I  shall  be  yiolently  tempted 
to  stick  in  a  few  cypresses  and  lilacs  there,  before  I  go  to  Paris.  I 
don't  know  a  jot  of  news :  I  haye  been  a  perfect  hermit  this  fi>rt- 

*  An  ftlluion  to  the  toene  In  the  laii  chapter  of  bis  '  Gaitle  of  Otnnto.'— Wuwi. 

'  600  TOI.  11  p.  451. — CVKBlVaBAM. 


17M.]  TO  THS  BBT.  MB.  COIA  SST 

nighti  and  buried  in  Bonio  poetry  and  Danish  wars.  In  short  I 
have  been  deqp  in  a  late  history  of  Denmark^  written  by  one  Mallet^ 
a  Frenchman/  a  sensible  man,  but  I  oannot  say  he  has  the  art  of 
making  a  yery  tiresome  sabjeot  agreeable.  There  are  six  volnmes^ 
and  I  am  stack  £Eist  in  the  fourth. 

Lord  Byron's  trial  I  hear  is  to  be  in  Hay.  If  yon  are  corioos 
about  it»  I  can  secure  you  a  ticket  for  Lord  Lincoln's  gaUery.  The 
Antiquarian  Society  hare  got  Gh)ody  Oarlisle  [Lyttelton]  for  their 
Presidenti  and  I  suppose  she  will  sit  upon  a  Saxon  ohaUbstone  till 
the  return  of  King  Arthur.    Adieu! 


068.    TO  THB  RSY.  WILLIAM  COLS. 

I>um8sa,  Sirmobei'nf  BiU,  Feb.  %»,  ITSfc 

As  you  do  not  deal  with  newspapers,  nor  trouble  yourself  with 
ocounences  of  modem  times,  you  may  perhaps  conclude  from  what 
I  have  told  you,  and  from  my  silence,  fliat  I  am  in  France.  This 
will  tell  you  that  I  am  not ;  though  I  haye  been  long  thinking  of  it^ 
and  still  intend  it,  though  not  exactly  yet  My  silence  I  must  lay 
on  this  uncertainty,  and  from  having  been  much  out  of  («der  aboya 
a  month  with  a  very  bad  cold  and  cough,  for  which  I  am  come 
hither  to  try  change  of  air.  Your  brother  Apthorpe,  who  was  so 
good  as  to  <»11  upon  me  about  a  fortnight  ago  in  town,  found  me  too 
hoarse  to  speak  to  him.  We  both  asked  one  another  the  same 
question — news  of  you  f 

I  have  lately  had  an  accession  to  my  territory  here,  by  the  death 
of  good  old  Franklin,  to  whom  I  had  given  for  his  life  the  lease  of 
the  cottage  and  garden  cross  the  road.  Besides  a  little  pleasure  in 
planting  and  in  crowding  it  with  flowers,  I  intend  to  make,  what  I 
am  sure  you  are  antiquarian  mough  to  approve,  a  bower,  though 
your  friends  the  abbots  did  not  iadulge  in  such  retreats,  at  least 
not  under  that  appellation:  but  though  we  love  the  same  ages, 
yon  must  excuse  worldly  me  for  preferring  the  romantic  scenes 
of  antiquity.  If  you  will  tell  me  how  to  send  it,  and  are  partial 
enough  to  me  to  read  a  profsme  work  in  the  style  of  former  cen- 
turies, I  shall  convey  to  you  a  littie  story-book,  whidi  I  published 
some  time  ago,  though  not  boldly  with  my  own  name :  but  it  has 

*  Pa«l  Henxy  Ifiallet^  born  ai  Oeaora  in  1781.  TIm  inteodnclioii  to  kls  '  Hiatoiy 
€f  Denmark '  was  inuulatod  bj  Dr.  Poroy,  nndcr  the  Utio  of  '  Nortiwm^nUqiitifl^ 
induding  the  Edda.' — WaiaHT. 
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raooeedad  so  well,  that  I  do  not  any  longer  etUirefy  keep  the  eeevet 
l)oesthetitle'IheGMaeofOtnnt(^'*tempt70uP  IshaUbegUd 
to  hear  yon  are  wdl  and  happy. 


969.    TO  THS  BIY.  WILUAM  OOLK. 
DiAK  8x1,  Strawberry  Hitt,  Mmtk  9,  17ML 

I  HAD  time  to  write  but  a  short  note  with  the  *  Oasile  of  Otranto,* 
as  your  messenger  called  on  me  at  four  o'dock,  as  I  was  going  to 
dine  abroad.    Yonr  partiality  to  me  and  Strawberry  haye^  I  hop^ 
inclined  you  to  ezouse  the  wildness  of  the  story.    You  will  eTen 
have  found  some  traits  to  put  you  in  mind  of  this  place.     When 
you  read  of  the  picture  quitting  its  panel,  did  not  you  recoDect  flie 
portrait  of  Lord  Falkland,*  all  in  white,  in  my  Ghillery  ?    Shall  I 
eren  confess  to  you,  what  was  the  origin  of  this  romance  I    I  waked 
one  morning,  in  the  beginning  of  last  June,  from  a  dream*  of  which, 
all  I  could  reooyer  was,  that  I  had  thought  myself  in  an  ancient 
castle  (a  yery  natural  dream  for  a  head  filled  like  mine  with  Gbthic 
story),  and  that  on  the  uppermost  bannister  of  a  great  staircase  I 
saw  a  gigantic  hand  in  armour.    In  the  eyening  I  sat  down,  and 
b^gan  to  write,  without  knowing  in  the  least  what  I  intended  to  say 
or  relate.    The  work  grew  on  my  hands,  and  I  grew  fond  of  iir— 
add,  that  I  was  yery  glad  to  think  of  anything,  rather  than  politics. 
In  short,  I  was  so  engrossed  with  my  tale,  whidi  I  completed  in  less 
than  two  months,  that  one  eyening^  I  wrote  from  the  time  I  had 
drunk  my  tea,  about  six  o'clock,  tOl  half  an  hour  after  one  in  the 
morning,  when  my  hand  and  fingers  were  so  weary,  that  I  could  not 
hold  the  pen  to  finish  the  sentence,  but  left  Matilda  and  Isabella 
talking,  in  the  middle  of  a  paragraph.    You  will  laugh  at  my 
earnestness ;  but  if  I  haye  amiised  you,  by  retracing  with  any  fidehty 
the  manners  of  ancient  days,  I  am  content,  and  giye  you  leaye  to 
think  me  as  idle  as  you  please. 

You  are,  as  you  haye  long  been  to  me,  exceedingly  kind,  and  I 
should,  with  great  satisfieustion,  embrace  your  offer  of  yisiting  die 

'  In  the  fint  edition  of  thi«  woik,  of  whieh  \m%  rwj  few  eopiet  were  |»iintad,  (ho 
title na  thu:— 'The  Oeette  of  Otimnto,»  Stoiy,  tnuuliled  hj  WilUaia  MviM 
Gent  tmm  the  original  Italian  of  Onnpiuio  Mvialto,  Canon  of  the  OInuek  of  8L 
Nieholas  at  Otranto.  London :  printed  for  ThoBUM  Lowndi,  in  Fleet  Stieel,  176&' 
— -WaiQBV. 

*  The  whole  length  of  Lord  Deputy  Falkland,  bought  at  the  Stiawberrj  HiU  ale 
in  1S4S,  bj  John  ToUemache,  Beq.,  ILP.  finr  19L  lOi.,  and  now  at  Peokfortoa  ia 
Chenhire  ^-GnrvuoBAii. 
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solitude  of  Blechley.  though  my  oold  is  in  a  manner  gone,  and  my 
cough  qnitOi  if  I  was  at  liberty :  hot  as  I  am  preparing  far  my 
fresh  journey,  and  have  forty  bunnesseft  upon  my  hands,  and  can 
only  now  and  then  purloin  a  day,  mr  half  a  day,  to  oome  hither. 
Tou  know  I  am  not  oordially  disposed  to  your  French  journey, 
which  is  much  more  serious,  as  it  is  to  be  much  more  lasting. 
However,  &ough  I  may  saGEier  by  your  absence,  I  would  not  dis* 
Buade  what  may  suit  your  inclination  and  oiroumstances.  One 
thing,  however,  has  struck  me,  which  I  must  mention,  though  it 
would  depend  on  a  droumstance,  that  would  give  me  the  most  real 
ooncem.  It  was  suggested  to  me  by  that  real  fondness  I  have  for 
your  MSS.  for  your  kindness  about  whidi  I  feel  the  utmost  gratitude. 
You  would  nol^  I  think,  leave  them  behind  you :  and  are  you  aware 
of  the  danger  you  would  run,  if  you  settled  entirely  in  FranoeP 
Do  you  know  that  the  King  of  iSrance  is  heir  to  all  strangers  who 
die  in  his  dominions,  by  what  they  call  the  Droit  d'AubaineP 
Sometimes  by  great  interest  and  &vour,  persons  have  obtained 
a  remission  of  this  right  in  their  lifetime :  and  yet  that,  even  that, 
has  not  secured  their  effects  from  being  embezzled.  Old  Lady 
Sandwich'  had  obtained  this  remission,  and  yet,  though  she  left 
everythiog  to  the  present  Lord,  her  grandson,  a  man  for  whose 
rank  one  should  have  thought  they  would  have  had  regard,  the 
King's  officers  forced  themselves  into  her  house,  after  her  death,  and 
plundered.  You  see,  if  you  go,  I  shall  expect  to  have  your  MSS. 
deposited  with  me.  Seriously,  you  must  leave  them  in  safe  custody 
b^ind  you. 

Lord  Essex's  trial  is  printed  with  the  State  Trials.  In  return  for 
your  obliging  offer,  I  can  acquaint  you  with  a  delightful  publication 
of  this  winter,  A  Collection  of  Old  Ballads  and  Poetry,  in  three 
volumes,  many  firom  Pepys's  Collection  at  Cambridge.  There  were 
three  such  published  between  thirty  and  forty  years  ago,'  but  very 
carelessly,  and  wanting  many  ia  this  set :  indeed,  there  were  others, 
of  a  looser  sort,  which  the  present  editor  [Dr.  Percy],  who  is  a 
clergyman,  thought  it  decent  to  omit 

>  Blabetli  Wilmoi,  dinghtw  of  the  odebfited  Wilmot^  End  of  Boehester,  wife  of 
Iho  third  Eiri  of  Sftodwieh  (died  1729)  and  grtadmother  of  the  Iborth  earl,  Jemmy 
TwUdker.    8he  died  in  1767.-<lmnmraRAM. 

*  'A  Colleetiea  of  Old  Bidlede,  eoUeeted  ftom  the  beet  ud  moil ineieni  eopiet 
extant,  with  Introdnetiooi,  hiaiorical,  critieal,  and  ittnatiated  with  eopper-platea.' 
This  anonymona  ooUeetion,  fint  pnbliahed  in  1728,  waa  ao  well  raoeifed  thai  it  toon 
peaaed  to  a  lecond  edition,  and  two  more  Toliunea  were  added  in  1723  and  172& 
The  th&d  edition  of  the  int  Yolame  is  dated  1727.— ComuronAa. 
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When  you  go  into  Ghodimy  and  upon  your  nunUoy  may  I  tcooUo 
yon  mOi  a  oommiflsion  f  bat  about  whieh  yon  mast  pramiae  me  not 
to  go  a  step  out  of  yoor  way.  Mr.  Bateman'  has  got  a  cloaater  at 
Old  Windaor,  forniahed  irifli  anoiaiit  woodon  cbain,  moat  of  them 
triangolari  but  all  of  yariooa  pattenui  and  oarred  and  tamed  in  tbe 
moat  onooatb  and  whimaical  fimna.  He  picked  tbem  op  one  by 
onOy  for  two,  three,  fiTe,  or  six  ahilKnga  a-pieoe  from  diffiBrent  £um* 
hooaes  in  Hereforddiire.  I  have  long  envied  and  ooretad  them. 
There  may  be  aooh  in  poor  cottages,  in  so  neighbouring  a  oomnij  as 
Ciheshire.  I  should  not  grodge  any  esjteme  for  puiohase  or  carriage; 
and  should  be  glad  even  of  a  couple  sooh  for  my  cbister  hen. 
When  you  are  copying  inscriptions  in  a  dmrohyaid  in  bjxj  village^ 
think  of  me,  and  step  into  the  first  cottage  you  see — but  doa't  take 
farther  trouble  than  thai 

I  long  to  know  what  your  bundle  of  manuscripts  from  Qieshize 
contains. 

My  bower  is  determined,  but  not  at  all  what  it  is  to  be.  Ilioiigh 
I  write  romances,  I  cannot  tell  how  to  build  all  that  bdongs  to 
them.  Madame  Danois,  in  the  Fairy  Tales,  used  to  iapniry  them 
with  Jonquih;  but  as  that  fiunitore  will  not  last  above  a  fortnight 
in  the  year,  I  shall  prefer  something  more  huckaback.  I  have 
decided  that  the  outside  shall  be  of  freUiage,  which,  however,  I  ahaU 
not  commence,  tQl  I  have  again  seen  some  of  old  Louis's  old- 
foshioned  Oalanieriea  at  Versailles.  Bosamend's  bower,  you,  and  I, 
and  Tom  Heame  know,  was  a  labyrinth :  but  as  my  territory  will 
admit  of  a  very  short  dew,  I  lay  aside  all  thoughts  of  a  macy  habi- 
taiion :  though  a  bower  is  very  different  from  an  arbour,  and  must 
have  more  chambers  than  one.  In  short,  I  both  know,  and  don't 
know,  what  it  should  be.  I  am  almost  afraid  I  must  go  and 
read  Spenser,  and  wade  through  his  allegories,  and  drawling  stansaa, 
to  get  at  a  picture.  But,  good  night  I  you  see  how  one  gossips, 
when  one  is  alone,  and  at  quiet  on  one's  own  dun^iill  I — ^Well  I  it 
may  be  trifling ;  yet  it  is  such  trifling  as  Ambition  never  is  happy 
enough  to  know  I  Ambition  orders  palaces,  but  it  is  Content  thiat 
chats  for  a  page  or  two  over  a  bower. 

'  Bm  foL  iU.  p.  429,  tad  toL  ir.  p.  %i,  tad  p.  S7S.^OimjsoHAa. 
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•ra    TO  PB.  J08XFH  WABTON.i 
8n,  AHingUm  Onet,  Mardk  19, 1768. 

You  haye  shown  bo  much  of  what  I  fear  I  must  call  partiality  to 
me,  that  I  oould  not  in  consdenoe  send  you  the  trifle'  that  aooom- 
panics  this  till  the  nnbiassed  publio,  who  knew  not  the  author,  told 
me  that  it  was  not  quite  unworthy  of  being  offered  to  you.  Still  I 
am  not  quite  sure  whe&er  its  ambition  of  oopying  the  manners  of 
an  age  which  jou  love,  may  not  make  you  too  &yourable  to  it,  or 
whether  its  awkward  imitation  of  them  may  not  subject  it  to  your 
censure.  In  &cty  it  is  but  partially  an  imitation  of  ancient  romances ; 
being  rather  intended  for  an  attempt  to  blend  the  marvellous  of  old 
story  with  the  natural  of  modem  novels.  This  was  in  great  mea- 
sure the  plan  of  a  work,  whidi,  to  say  the  truth,  was  b^gun  without 
any  plan  at  alL  But  I  will  not  trouble  you,  Sir,  at  present  with 
enlarging  on  my  design,  which  I  have  fully  explained  in  a  preCace 
prepared  for  a  second  edition,  which  the  sale  of  the  former  makes 
me  in  an  hunyto  send  out  I  do  not  doubts  Sir,  but  you  have  with 
pleasure  looked  over  more  genuine  remains  of  ancient  days,  the 
three  volumes  of  old  Poems  and  Ballads :  most  of  them  are  curious, 
and  some  channing.  The  dissertations  too  I  think  are  sensihle, 
concise,  and  una£focted.  Let  me  recommend  to  you  also  the  perusal 
of  the  life  of  Petrarch,  of  which  two  large  volumes  in  quarto  are 
already  published  by  the  Abb6  de  Sade,  with  the  promise  of  a  tbird. 
Three  quartos  on  Petrarch  will  not  terrify  a  man  of  your  curiosity, 
though  without  omitting  the  memoirs  and  anecdotes  of  Petraroh's 
age,  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  work,  they  might  have  been  com- 
prised in  much  less  compass :  many  of  the  sonnets  might  have  been 
sunk,  and  almost  all  his  translations  of  them.  Thou^  Petrarch 
api>e8rs  to  have  been  fiur  from  a  genius,  singly  excepting  the  har- 
monious beauty  of  his  words,  yet  one  forgives  the  partiality  of  a 
biographer,  though  Monsieur  de  Sade  seems  so  much  enchanted  with 
Petraieh  as  the  age  was  in  which  he  lived,  whilst  their  ignorance 
of  good  authors  excuses  their  bigotry  to  the  restorer  of  taste.  You 
will  not,  I  believe,  be  so  thoroughly  convinced  as  the  biographer 
seems  to  be,  of  the  authentic  discovery  of  Laura's  body,  and  the 
sonnet  placed  on  her  bosom.    When  a  lady  dies  of  the  plague  in 

1  Now  fini  oolleeted.— CnniisoHAit. 
*  Tho  <  CuUe  of  OtimQio.'— Cvihixoham. 
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the  hei^t  of  its  ravageBy  it  is  not  yeiy  probable  that  her  haaStf 
ihxnofjbt  of  interring  poetry  with  her,  or  indeed  of  anythu^  but 
burying  her  body  as  qoictdy  as  fliey  oould ;  nor  is  it  more  Iik^ 
that  a  pestilential  yanlt  was  opened  afterwards  fer  that  porpoee.  I 
haye  no  doubt  bat  that  the  sonnet  was  prepared  and  dipped  into 
the  tomb  when  they  were  determined  to  find  her  corpse.  When  yon 
read  the  notes  to  the  seoond  Tolmne,  you  will  grow  Tery  impatient 
for  Mons.  de  St  Palaye's  promised  history  of  flie  TtonbadourB. 
Have  we  any  mannscript  that  oonid  throw  light  on  that  snbjectP 

I  cannot  condnde,  Bur,  without  reminding  you  of  a  hope  yoa  once 
gave  me  of  seeing  you  in  town  or  at  Strawberry  HilL  I  go  to  Paris 
the  end  of  May  or  beginning  of  June,  for  a  few  montiiSy  where  I 
should  be  happy  if  I  could  execute  any  literary  oonmiission  far  yoo.' 


971.    TO  HONSIBUB  SUE  DS  BKAUMOirT.s 
8u :  Strawberry  ffUt,  Mardk  18,  ITSS. 

Whbn  I  had  the  honour  of  seeing  you  here»  I  belieye  I  told  you 
that  I  had  written  a  noyelt  in  which  I  was  flattered  to  find  that  I 
had  touched  an  effusion  of  the  heart  in  a  manner  similar  to  a  passage 
in  the  ehaiming  letters  of  the  Marquis  de  Boselle.'  I  haTO  since 
that  time  published  my  little  story,  but  was  so  diffident  of  its  merits 
that  I  gave  it  as  a  translation  firom  the  Italian.  Still  I  diould  not 
have  ventared  to  offer  it  to  so  great  a  mistress  of  the  passions  as 
Madame  de  Beaomont^  if  the  approbation  of  London,  that  is,  of  a 
country  to  which  she  and  you,  Sir,  are  so  good  as  to  be  partial,  had 
not  encouraged  me  to  send  it  to  you.  After  I  have  talked  of  the 
passions,  and  the  natural  effusions  of  the  heart,  how  will  you  be 

^  Hony  Walpole  his  now  potiponad  bb  Jouney  tlU  May.  He  proaaftiaAiei  m  moeh 
on  ihii  fide  of  the  water  aa  Mardi  [Qveeiuberry]  on  the  other.  To  tell  yon  the  trmth, 
aa  I  bdieve  he  haa  no  great  eordiality  for  hie  eueneney  [Hertford],  he  ia  aoi  leiy 
impatient  to  aae  him.  How  do  yoa  think  he  haa  employed  thai  lelaue  wliich  hia 
political  tnnMj  haa  aUowed  of.  In  writing  a  nord,  entitled  the '  Gaatle  of  Otranto,' 
and  anch  a  noTel  that  no  boarding-achool  i^aa  of  thirteen  eonld  get  through  witliont 
yawning.  It  oonaiata  of  i^oata  and  endiantmenta ;  pietuea  walk  oat  of  their  frasMa, 
atid  are  good  eompany  for  half-«n4ioar  together ;  hdmeti  drop  from  the  moon,  and 
ooTer  half  a  fiunily.  He  aaya  it  waa  a  dream,  and  I  foncy  one  when  he  had  aome 
foreriah  diapoaition  in  Um.^OiU$  WiUiamt  to  Sdwyn,  Mareh  19th,  17S5.— 
CinniiirGaAM. 

^  IC.  Elie  de  Beaumont  waa  admitted  an  adTocate  at  the  French  bar  in  17S2. 
He  waa  bom  in  1782,  and  died  in  1786.— Waio«T. 

*  A  French  epistolary  norel  written  by  Madan^o  Elie  de  Beaumont.    Sho  was  bom 
at  Caen  in  1729«  and  died  in  1788.— Waieax. 
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soipriaed  to  find  a  narratiTe/of  the  most  improbable  and  abtord 
adyentores  I  How  will  you  be  amazed  to  hear  that  a  oonntry  of 
whose  good  sense  you  have  an  opinion  should  have  applauded  so 
wild  a  tale  I  But  you  must  remember.  Sir,  that  whaterer  good  sense 
we  haye,  we  are  not  yet  in  any  light  diained  down  to  precepts  and 
inyiolable  laws.  All  that  Aristotle  or  his  superior  commentators^ 
your  authors,  have  taught  us,  has  not  yet  subdued  us  to  regularity : 
we  still  prefer  the  extrayagant  beauties  of  Shakspeare  and  Milton 
to  the  cold  and  well-disdi^ed  merit  of  Addison,  and  eyen  to  the 
eober  and  correct  march  of  Pope.  Nay,  it  was  but  t'other  day  that 
we  were  transported  to  hear  dhurbhiU  raye  in  numbers  less  chastised 
than  Dryden's,  but  still  in  numbers  like  Dryden's.  You  will  not» 
I  hope,  think  I  apply  these  mighty  names  to  my  own  case  with  any 
vanity,  when  it  is  only  their  enormities  that  I  quote,  and  that  in 
defence,  not  of  myself,  but  of  my  countrjnnen,  who  haye  had  good- 
humour  enough  to  approve  the  visionary  scenes  and  actors  in  the 
<  GasUe  of  Otranto/ 

To  tell  you  the  truth,  it  was  not  so  much  my  intention  to  recall 
the  exploded  marvels  of  andent  romance,  as  to  blend  the  wondexfiil 
of  old  stories  with  the  natural  of  modem  novels.  The  world  is  apt 
to  wear  out  any  plan  whateyer ;  and  if  the  Marquis  de  Boselle  had 
not  appeared,  I  ^ould  have  been  inclined  to  say,  that  that  species 
had  been  exhausted.  Madame  de  Beaumont  must  forgive  me  if  I 
add,  that  Bichardson'  had,  to  me  at  least,  made  that  kind  of  writing 
insupportable.  I  thought  the  nodus  was  become  dignus  vmdiee,  and 
that  a  god,  at  least  a  ghost,  was  absolutely  necessary  to  frighten  us 
out  of  too  much  senses.  When  I  had  so  wicked  a  design,  no  wonder 
if  the  execution  was  answerable.  If  I  make  you  laugh,  for  I  cannot 
flatter  myself  that  I  shall  make  you  cry,  I  shall  be  content ;  at  least 
I  shall  be  satisfied,  till  I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  with 
putting  you  in  mind  of,  Sir,  your,  &c. 

P  J3.  The  passage  I  alluded  to  in  the  beginning  of  my  letter  is 
where  Matilda  owns  her  passion  to  Hippolita.  I  mention  it,  as  I 
fiMur  so  unequfd  a  simiHtode  would  not  sfanke  Madame  de  Beaumont 

'  **  High  M  Bichaidaoii'i  reputation  stood  in  liii  own  oonntiy,  it  wm  «T«n  more 
exalted  in  thoie  of  France  and  Germany,  whose  imaginations  are  more  easily  ezdiedf 
and  thdr  passions  more  easily  moTed,  hy  tales  of  ficUtions  distress^  than  are  the 
eold-4)looded  Snglish.  Foreigners  of  distinction  hare  been  known  to  tiait  Hampatead, 
and  to  inqnixe  for  the  Flask  Walk»  distlogoished  as  a  scene  in  CUtrissa's  history,  Just 
aa  trareUm  Tisii  the  rocks  of  Meillerie  to  riew  the  localities  of  fionssean's  tale  of 
passion.    DVderot  vied  with  Roniseaa  in  heaping  incense  upon  the  shrine  of  the 
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971    TO  THS  XABL  OF  HERTFORD. 

AHwgUm  Sireti,  Monk  26,  17«L 

Thrbb  wedn  ate  a  great  while,  my  dear  lord,  fer  me  to  liATe 


been  without  writing  to  you ;  hut  befiides  that  I  have  passed  many 
days  at  Btrawberry,  to  enre  my  oold  (which  it  has  done),  there  has 
nothing  happened  worth  sending  across  the  sea.  PditioB  hare 
dozed,  and  oommon  erents  been  fiut  asleep.  Of  Gtiarchy's  affiir/ 
yon  probably  know  more  than  I  do ;  it  ib  now  forgotten.  I  told 
him  I  had  absolute  proof  of  his  innooenoe,  for  I  was  sore,  that  if 
he  had  ofiRsred  money  for  aasassinatiim,  the  men  who  swear  against 
him  wonld  have  taken  it 

The  King  has  been  very  serionsly  ill,  and  in  great  danger.  I 
would  not  alarm  yon,  as  thm  were  hopes  when  he  was  at  ihe  wdtbL 
I  doubt  he  iB  not  free  yet  from  his  oomplaint,  as  the  humour  fidlen 
on  his  breast  still  oppresses  him.  They  talk  of  his  having  a  levee 
next  week,  but  he  has  not  appeared  in  public,  and  the  bflls  are 
passed  by  commission ;  but  he  rides  oui  Hie  Royal  Family  have 
suffered  like  us  mortals ;  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  has  had  a  fever, 
but  I  believe  his  chief  complaint  is  of  a  youthfiil  kind.  Prince 
Frederick  is  thought  to  be  in  a  deep  consumption;  and  for  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland,  next  post  will  probably  certify  you  of  his  death,  as 
he  is  relapsed,  and  Ihere  are  no  hopes  of  him.  He  fell  into  his 
le&aigy  again,  and  when  they  waked  him,  he  said  he  did  not  know 
whether  he  could  call  himsdf  obliged  to  Ihem. 

I  dined  two  days  ago  at  Monsieur  do  Gueichy's,  with  the  Count 
de  Caraman,*  who  broughtme  your  letter.  He  seems  a  very  agree- 
able man,  and  you  may  be  sure,  for  your  sake,  and  Madame  de 
IGrepoiz's,  no  civilities  in  my  power  shall  be  wanting.  I  have  not 
yet  seen  Schouvalo£^'  about  whom  one  has  more  curiosity — ^it  is  an 


Bai^iih  Mtkor.  Th*  fboMr  ecnaptiM  him  to  HooMr,  sod  pndleto  fcr  Ids 
Um  atiM  hononn  wliieli  an  raiidsnd  to  tlie  flifclier  of  opio  poetiy;  aad  tlie  )mIL^ 
batldet  Us  weU-knoim  bant  of  eloqneiit  ytmtgjHt,  noords  Ut  opinion  in  a  lotttr  to 
IXAlombert: — '  On  n'a  Jaanli  fdt  enoon,  on  qiial<|no  Inngne  qno  «o  loit^  do  nnan 
<0ia  i  ClariMo,  ni  m«mo ■pproohsat."'--^  WaUer  BeoU:  Pnm  WoHti,  voL  HL 
p.  49.— Wnionv. 

>  TUi  anndoi»  it  It  pmmnod,  to  n  bOl  of  indiotmont  wUch  wno  fonnd  in  tiM 
beginning  of  uixck,  it  the  lenions  at  Hioki's  Hall,  againat  the  Oooni  de  QwmAj, 
for  the  absnid  ebaifge  of  a  oonapincy  to  mnrder  ]ySon.*--€aoKaB. 

'  Probably  Fnnooif  Joiepb,  Connt  de  Ganman,  who  married  a  Priaoeai  de  Chinaj, 
heinn  of  the  home  of  Henin,  nieee  of  Madame  de  Mirepoiz. — CaoKan. 

*  He  had  been  fawmrUe  to  the  Smpreea  Catherine ;  and*  aa  Hr.  Walpole  daevhcn 
nya, "  a  fkrouite  withont  an  enemx.**— Caosan* 
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oppoitoniiy  of  gnitifying  that  paadon  vhioh  one  can  so  addom  do 
in  penonages  cf  his  hiatorio  natare,  especially  remote  foieignen. 
I  wish  M.  de  Caraman  had  hitnight  the  'Bi^ge  of  Galaia,' '  whkh 
he  teUa  me  ia  printed,  thonj^  your  aooonnt  has  a  little  abated  mj 
impatienoe.  II107  teU  na  the  French  onmedianB  aze  to  aot  at 
CUais  this  annuner-HUB  it  poaaible  they  oan  be  so  abanrdi  or  think 
ua  80  absurd  as  to  go  thither,  if  we  wonld  not  go  farther  P  I 
remember,  at  Bheima,  they  belieyed  that  English  ladies  went  to 
Oahas  to  drink  ohampagne— is  this  the  suite  of  that  belief  P  I  was 
mightily  pleased  with  the  Doc  de  Ghoiseul's  answer  to  the  CHairon ;' 
but  when  I  hear  of  the  French  admiration  of  Ghurriok,  it  takes  <xS 
Bomething  of  my  wonder  at  the  prodigions  adoration  of  him  ftt 
home.  I  neyer  oonld  oonceiTe  the  marvellons  merit  of  repeating 
the  works  of  others  in  one's  own  language  witli  propriety,  however 
well  deUrered.  Shakespeare  is  not  more  admired  for  writing  his 
plays,  than  Gbrrick  for  aoting  them*  I  think  him  a  yery  good  and 
▼eiy  Tarions  player — bat  several  haye  pleased  me  more,  though  I 
allow  not  in  so  many  parts.  Qnin  in  Falstafi^  waa  as  excellent  as 
Garrick  in  Lear.    Old  Johnson*  &r  more  natnral  in  eyeiything  he 

>  A  tngMly  bj  H.  du  BeUoj,  wUah,  with  lUtl«  other  merit  (lum  lUiatt>Angiidim, 
(whldi,  in  all  UrneR,  hM  pawed  in  Piance  for  patriotism,)  "faisaU  /urmur'*  at  tUa 
time. — OioEO. 

*  MademoiaeUe  Olalran  wia  ai  thii  moment  in  aneli  Togae  on  the  f  reneh  itage^ 
Ihat  her  admiraia  atmok  a  medal  in  honour  of  heri  and  wore  it  ai  a  kind  of  order. 
A  critic  of  the  name  of  FrCron,  howerer,  did  not  partake  these  sentiments,  and  drew, 
la  Us  Jonmal,  an  if^nfiona  character  of  MademoiaeUe  Clairon.  This  inralt  so  oot- 
nged  the  tngedj-qneen,  that  she  and  her  admiran  nuired  heaven  and  earth  to  have 
Frfon  aent  to  the  BeatUOy  and,  fhiling  in  her  solicitation  to  the  inferior  depart- 
mental she  at  last  had  rsconne  to  the  prfane-mlnister,  the  Duke  of  CTboisenl,  hiinself. 
Hiaaaswer^iridehLefd  Hertford,  no  doibt,had  commvnicated  to  Mr.  Walpole,  waa 
admired  liDrilepoUteiwrii^f(Ve  of  her  theatric  Mijestj.  ''Iam,''BaidtheDBke,''Uke 
yourself.  Mademoiselle,  a  pnblic  performer,  with  this  difference  hi  jonr  fkronr,  that  70a 
ehooee  what  parte  jon  pleiMe,  and  are  sore  to  be  orowned  with  the  applaase  of  the  pnWe 
(te  I  reckon  aa  nothing  the  bad  taete  of  one  or  two  wretched  indiridnala  who  have 
the  misforione  of  not  adoring  yon).  I,  on  the  other  hand,  am  obliged  to  act  the 
parts  imposed  on  me  by  neceerity.  I  am  sore  to  please  nobody ;  I  am  satirised, 
eriUdaed,  libelled,  hissed^-Hmd  yet  I  eonllnne  to  do  my  beet  Let  na  both,  thsn, 
aaeriace  our  little  resentments  and  enndtica  to  the  pnblio  aerries^  and  serve  oar 
eonntry  each  in  onr  own  station.  Besidee,''  he  added, "  the  Quern  has  eondeeoended 
to  Siiglvo  Vriron,  and  yon  may,  therefore^  withont  eompromiting  ytmr  dnfaAy, 
imitale  her  M^feety'a  demenqr."— Jf<fmo<r«s  d€  Bmdiammotifl,  t.  L  p.  Sl^^Oaonnn, 
Mademoiselle  Clairon  waa  bom  in  1723,  and  made  her  Srst  ^>pearance  at  Paris  in 
1748,  in  the  character  of  Phldie.  She  died  at  Peris  in  ISOS.  Several  of  her  letters 
to  the  British  Beectes  wUI  be  fomd  in  the  Oanick  Oevrespondence*— Waran. 

*  Ben  Johnson,  who  died  in  1743,  aged  77.  Johaaon,  that  admirable  dd  oomedlaa, 
the  meet  natural  and  of  the  least  gestlcnlatlon  I  ever  knew,  eo  teaona  for  playing  the 
€hram^Ugff€r  in  '  Hamlet,'  Mctrom,  NoU  Bk^,  BUkop  OartUmmr,  and  a  few  other 
parte.    ITa^pofe's  uineoMsi  (by  Dallaway)  ill  108 ;  and  iv.  54»    The  Sae  fUl  leagth 
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attempted.  Mn.  Porter  and  your  Dameenil  surpaaBed  him  in 
nonate  tragedy ;  Cibber  and  (^ Biien  mate  what  Ganriok  oould  never 
reach,  cozoomhsy  and  men  of  fitMhion.  Mrs.  dire  is  at  least  at 
perfect  in  low  comedy — and  yet  to  me^  Banger  was  the  pari  thai 
Boited  Garriek  the  best  of  aU  he  ever  performed.  He  was  a  poor 
Loiharioy  a  ridicolons  OthellOy  inferior  to  Qnin  in  Sir  John  Brute 
and  Macbethy  and  to  Gibber  in  Bayee,  and  a  wofnl  Lord  HaatingB 
and  Lord  Townley.  Indeed,  his  Bayes  was  original,  but  not  flie 
true  part :  Cibber  was  the  borlesqne  <^  a  great  poet,  as  the  part  was 
designed,  bat  Ganick  made  it  a  Oarretteer.  The  town  did  not  like 
him  in  Hotspnr,  and  yet  I  don't  know  whether  he  did  not  suooeed 
in  it  beyond  all  the  rest  Sir  Charles  Williams  and  Lord  Holland 
thonght  so  too,  and  they  were  no  bad  judges.  I  am  impatient  to 
see  the  Qairon,  and  certainly  will,  as  I  have  promised,  thongh  I 
have  not  fixed  my  day.  But  do  you  know  you  alarm  me  1  There 
was  a  time  when  I  was  a  match  for  Madame  de  Mirepoiz  at 
pharaoh,  to  any  hour  of  the  night,  and  I  beUeye  did  play  with  her 
five  nights  in  a  week  till  three  and  four  in  the  morning — but  till 
eleven  o'clock  to-morrow  morning — Oh!  that  is  a  little  too  much,  eren 
at  loo.  Besides,  I  shall  not  go  to  Paris  for  pharaoh — if  I  play  all 
night,  how  shall  I  see  everything  all  day  ? 

Lady  Sophia  Thomas  has  received  flie  Baume  de  vie,  for  whidi 
she  gives  yon  a  thousand  thanks,  and  I  ten  thousand. 

We  are  extremely  amused  with  the  wonderful  histories  of  your 
hyena^  in  the  Gtovaudan;  but  our  fox-hunters  despise  you:  it  is 
exacfly  the  enchanted  monster  of  old  romances.  If  I  lund  known 
its  history  a  few  months  ago,  I  believe  it  wotdd  have  appeared  in 
the  '  Castle  of  Otranto,' — the  success  of  which  has,  at  last,  brought 
me  to  own  it,  though  the  wildness  of  it  made  me  terribly  afiraid ; 
but  it  was  comfortable  to  have  it  please  so  much,  before  any  mortal 
suspected  the  author :  indeed,  it  met  with  too  much  honour  fer,  for 
at  first  it  was  universally  believed  to  be  Mr.  Gra/s.  As  all  the 
first  impression  is  sold,  I  am  hurrying  ont  anoflier,  with  a  new 
pre&ce,  which  I  wiU  send  you. 

There  is  not  so  much  delioaoy  of  wit  as  in  M.  de  Choiseul's  qpeedi 
to  the  Clairan,  but  I  think  the  story  I  am  going  to  teH  you  in 


of  him  with  Oriffla,  m  finely  mgantA  bj  Van  Bleak,  is  wtm  eft  tha  QnMk  CI«K 
thai  hoepltel  for  old  portnite  of  oelebniod  playere.— OonmoBAM. 

A  wolf  of  enomoiii  liie,  end,  in  tome  nepeoti^  Inogslar  oonfonnalloB,  whieh  for 
ft  Ions  time  nmiged  the  GeTftndan ;  it  wu,  ioon  ftfler  the  dtte  of  thla  letter,  ktUed^ 
and  Hi.  Walpole  mw  it  in  Pteie  [See  nol^  p.  888].— Oaoui. 
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reiiimy  will  divert  ymi  as  mndh:  there  was  a  raflt  assemUy  a| 
Marlbof  OQg^  Hoiuey  and.^  throng  in  the  doorwaj.  My  Lady  Talbot 
said,  ^'Bless  mel  I  think  this  is  Uke  the  StraiU  of  Themiapyl»I'' 
my  Lady  Northumb^land  replied,  ''I  don't  know  what  Striei  that 

is,  bnt  I  wish  I  ooold  get  my throngh/'    I  hope  you  admire 

fhe  eontrasi    Adiea  I  my  dear  lord  I  Yous  ever. 


S7a.    TO  SIB  HOBACS  MAKK. 

ArUngUm  atrtd.  Monk  M.  17ML 

I  dok't  remember  the  day  when  I  was  reduced  to  complain,  in 
winter  and  Parliament-tide,  of  having  nothing  to  say.  Tet  it  is 
this  kind  of  nothing  that  has  occasioned  my  long  silence.  There 
has  not  been  an  event,  from  a  debate  to  a  wedding,  capable  of 
making  a  paragraph.  Snoh  calms  often  fcrerun  storms :  the  worst 
fits  of  the  gont  be&Il  those  who  are  not  subject  to  little  fevers. 

Our  eyes  have  been  lately  turned  to  very  serious  danger;  the 
King  has  been  extremely  ill,  with  a  fever,  violent  cough,  and  a 
humour  fellen  on  his  breast  He  was  blooded  four  times,  recovered 
enough  to  take  the  air,  but  caught  new  cold,  and  was  cupped  last 
Friday.  However,  he  has  been  out  in  his  chaise  every  day  since, 
and  we  trust  the  danger  is  over ;  though  I  doubt  he  is  not  quite 
welL  You  will  shudder  at  the  idea  of  such  a  long  minority  at  such 
a  time,  and  not  wonder  if  all  parties  were  equally  alarmed.  The 
Duke  of  Cumberland's  state  is  less  precarious,  his  fiite  more  certaiut 
and  Yeiging  fast  to  a  conclusion ;  yet  he  has  ordered  his  equipages 
for  Newmarket,  and  persists  in  gmng  thither  if  he  is  aUve ;  he 
seems  indifferent  both  where  he  dies,  and  when. 

This  is  absolutely  the  whole  of  my  public  gaaette.  Nor  have  I 
anything  private  to  teU  you. 

We  have  got  the  renowned  Schouvaloff^  here;  he  does  not 
answer  my  expectation,  whatever  he  did  the  late  Csarina's— that 
is,  he  is  large,  and  not  handsome.  We  expect  Lord  Buckingham 
every  hour,  who  has  been  at  the  Hague  some  time,  where  he  hovers 
on  the  wings  of  a  husband,  not  of  a  lover.  Perhaps  you  wmder 
more  at  my  bemg  still  here :  I  have  now  fixed  ihe  first  of  June  for 
my  journey  to  Paris,  for  having  advanced  so  fiir  towards  the  spring, 

^  CoojitSchouTaloiF,  fiiTOiirita  Mid  nippoied  hnalwiid  of  tbe  Czarina  EliaUiellL  H« 
ran  a  moBt  worthy  man,  and  thovgh  he  ei\io}*ed  abaolnie  power  for  twelve  yeaia,  h^ 
did  not  do  an  iignry  or  make  an  enemy. — Walpoli. 

TOL.  IV.  f 
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I  oaonot  rerign  LSao-tide  and  the  monih  of  May  at  Stnrabeny 
Hill.  I  do  not  propose  passing  Parisy  nor  shall  break  a  spear 
against  flie  Wild  Beast^  in  the  Oerandan,  which  the  French  Geem 
as  Bittch  afi:aid  of  as  if  the  soul  of  Mr.  Pitt  had  transmigrated  into 
a  hyena.  The  peasants  believe  it  to  be  a  mxtoeier,  and  one  of  theai 
swears  that  it  said  to  him  as  it  leaped  a  riTeri  "  N'eat-ce  pas 
assez  bien  santer  pour  nn  homme  do  qnatre-Tringt  ana  P" — Pny 
set  this  against  onr  ghost  in  Code  Lane;  then  cast  up  the  two 
accounts,  and  tell  me  how  much  this  age  is  enlightened  I  How  UtHe 
Sir  Isaac  Newton  thought  tibat  in  little  more  than  thirty  years  he 
should  be  less  talked  of  than  a  second  dragon  of  Wantley ! 

What  part  does  Wilkes  take  at  Rome  ?  Does  he  ccmdesoend, 
like  Lord  BoUngbroke,  to  be  first  minister  to  the  Pretends  P  or 
does  he  give  the  Pope  the  lie,  and  teO  him  that  the  Jesuits  deserved 
to  be  annihilated  P  or  wiU  he,  like  Bonneval  and  Baperda,  turn 
Mussulman  at  lastP  Lord  Temple  is  a  ecpni  moriimm  sinoe 
Churchill  died  and  Wilkes  was  banished.  But  this  state  of 
inaction  cannot  last;  England  must  sail  into  another  latitude^ 
before  it  ceases  to  produce  extraordinary  head-pieces.  I  oould 
comment  at  laige  on  this  text,  but  I  may  as  weD  dismiss  you,  as 
write  revelations  instead  of  a  letter.    Good  night  t 


974.    TO  OBOROE  MONTAaiT,ESa 

Afiinffim  8m$^  April  5^  ITSSL 

I  ssivT  you  two  letters  t'other  day  from  your  kin,  and  might  as 
well  have  written  then  as  now,  for  I  have  nothing  to  tell  you. 
Mr.  Chute  has  quitted  his  bed  to-day  the  first  time  for  above  five 
weeks,  but  is  stiU  swathed  like  a  mummy.  He  was  near  relapsing ; 
for  old  Mildmay,  whose  lungs,  and  memory,  and  tongue,  will  never 
wear  out,  talked  to  him  t'other  nig^t  from  eight  till  half  an  hour 
after  ten,  on  the  Poor-bill ;  but  he  has  been  more  comfortable  with 
Lord  Dacre  and  me  this  evening. 

I  have  read  the  'Siege  of  Calais,'  and  dislike  it  extremely, 
though  there  are  fine  lines,  but  the  conduct  is  wofoL  Hie  out- 
rageous applause  it  has  received  at  Paris  was  certainly  political, 

^  ProdigSou  WIS  the  noiie  Bftde  aboat  thai  betst^  whidi  iras  believ«d  to  be  leeDj 
tome  famished  or  mad  wolres.  At  last,  in  the  foUowing  auamer,  a  rwj  latfo  om 
was  killed  hy  %  peasant  and  earried  to  Versailles,  where  I  saw  it  in  the  i^eeali  aate- 
ehamber,  and  the  peasant  who  killed  it»  as  if  It  had  been  a  pnbKc  aasayf-- 
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and  intended  to  stir  up  their  spirit  and  animosity  against  us,  their 
good,  merciMy  and  foigiTing  alUes.  Thejr  will  have  no  oooasion  &r 
this  ardour ;  they  may  smite  one  oheek,  and  we  shall  torn  t'other. 

Though  I  have  Uttle  to  say,  it  is  worth  while  to  write,  only  to 
tell  yon  two  bon-mots  of  Qnin,  to  that  tum-eoat  hypocrite  infidel. 
Bishop  Warbuiion.  That  sancy  priest  was  haranguing  at  Bafli  in 
behalf  of  prerogatiTe:  Quin  said,  ^Pray,  my  lord,  spare  me,  you 
are  not  acquainted  with  my  prineiples,  I  am  a  rqmblican ;  and 
periiaps  I  even  think  that  the  execution  of  Oharles  the  Fint  might 
be  justified."— "Ay  1"  said  Warburhm,  "by  what  law?"  Quin 
repHed,  "By  all  the  laws  he  had  left  them.'*  The  Bishop'  would 
have  got  off  upon  judgments,  and  bade  the  player  remember,  that 
all  the  regicides  came  to  violent  ends ;  a  lie,  but  no  matter.  "  I 
would  not  advise  your  lordship,"  said  Quin,  "  to  make  use  <rf  that 
in&rence;  for,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  that  was  the  case  of  the  twelve 
apostles."  There  was  great  wit  ad  hammem  in  the  latter  re{dy,  but 
I  think  the  Ibnner  equal  to  anything  I  ever  heard.  It  is  tiie  sum 
of  flie  whole  controversy  couched  in  eight  monosyllables,  and  ccrni* 
prebends  at  once  the  King's  guilt  and  the  justice  of  punishing  it. 
The  more  one  exaTnines  it»  the  finer  it  proves.  One  can  say  nothing 
after  it :  so  good  night  I 

Yours  ever. 


S7ft,    TO  TUlfi  KARL  OF  HERTFOBD. 

Strawberry  ffiU,  Eader  SuMday,  April  7»  1766. 

Your  first  wish  will  be  to  know  how  the  King  does :  he  came  to 
Bichmond  last  Monday  for  a  week;  but  appeared  suddenly  and 
unexpected  at  his  lev^e  at  Si  James's  last  Wednesday ;  this  was 
managed  to  prevent  a  crowd.  Next  day  he  was  at  the  drawing- 
room,  and  at  chapel  on  Good  Friday.    They  say,  he  looks  pale ;' 

>  Gray,  in  a  letter  of  the  89tli,  relates  the  following  anecdote : — "  Now  I  am  talking 
of  biihopa,  I  mast  tell  yon  thai,  not  long  ago,  Bishop  Warbnrton,  in  a  sermon  at  court, 
•Herted  that  all  preferments  were  bestowed  on  the  most  illiterate  and  worthless 
objects ;  and,  in  speaking,  turned  himself  about  and  stared  at  the  Bishop  of  London ; 
he  added,  that  if  any  one  arose  distinguished  for  merit  and  learning,  there  was  a  com- 
bination of  dances  to  keep  him  down.  I  need  not  teU  yon  that  he  ezpoeted  the 
biflhoprick  of  London  himself  when  Terrick  got  it;  so  enda  my  ecclesiastical  histoiy." 
—  fFbrif,  hy  Mitford,  toL  It.  p.  49.— Wuobt. 

*  "  In  April  1765,"  says  the  Qaarterly  Beriew,  for  June  1840,  "  his  Migesty  had  n 
serious  illness;  its  particular  character  was  then  unknown,  but  we  have  the  heat 
auihorUy  for  beliering  that  it  was  of  the  nature  of  those  which  thrice  after  afflicted 
Us  M^esty,  Mid  finally  incapacitated  him  for  Uie  duties  of  goremment"^  Wright. 
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but  it  is  the  &8hioii  to  call  him  yeiy  well : — ^I  wish  it  may  be  tnie. 
The  Duke  of  Cumbexlaiid  is  actually  set  out  for  Nowmaiket  to-day' 
he  too  IB  called  much  better ;  bat  it  is  often  as  true  of  the  heahh 
of  princes  as  of  their  prisons^  that  there  is  little  distance  between 
cocli  and  their  grayes.'  There  has  been  a  fire  at  Ghnmeroboiy, 
which  burned  four  rooms :  her  servants  announced  it  to  PrinoesB 
AmaUe  with  that  wise  precaution  of  "Madam,  don't  be  fiigkt- 
ened ! — "  accordingly,  she  was  terrified.  When  they  told  her  the 
truth,  she  said,  "  I  am  Tery  glad ;  I  had  condnded  my  brother  was 
dead.'' — So  much  for  royalties  I 

Lord  March  and  George  Sriwyn  are  aniyed,  aftw  bdng  wind* 
bound  for  nine  days,  at  Calais.  George  is  so  charmed  with  my 
Lady  Hertford,  that  I  belieye  it  was  she  detained  him  at  Paiu^ 
not  Lord  Mardi.  I  am  full  as  much  transported  with  Schoavaloff ; 
I  never  saw  so  amiable  a  man !  so  much  good  breeding,  humility, 
and  modesty,  with  sense  and  dignity  I  an  air  of  melancholy,  without 
anything  abject  Monsieur  de  Oaraman  is  agreeable  too,  informed 
and  intelligent;  he  sapped  at  your  brother's  f other  night,  after 
being  at  Mrs.  Anne  Pitf  s.  As  the  first  curiosity  of  foreigneis 
is  to  see  Mr.  Pitt,  and  as  that  curiosity  is  one  of  the  most  difficult 
points  in  the  world  to  satisfy,  he  asked  me  if  Mr«  Pitt  was  like  his 
sister  P  I  told  him,  ''Qu'ils  se  ressembloient  comme  deux  goattes 
de/cii." 

The  Parliament  is  adjourned  till  after  the  holidays,  and  the  trial 
[of  Lord  Byron].  There  haye  bem  two  yery  long  days  in  our  own 
House,  on  a  complaint  fiom  Newfoundland  merchants  on  Fkendi 
encroachments.  The  nunistry  made  a  wofiil  piece  of  work  of 
it  the  first  day,  and  we  the  second.  Tour  brother.  Sir  Greorge 
Savile,  and  Borr^  shone ;  but  on  the  second  night,  they  popped 
a  sudden  diyision  upon  us  abont  nothing;  some  went  out,  and 
some  stayed  in ;  they  were  161,  we  but  44,  and  then  they  flung 
pillows  upon  the  question,  and  stifled  it, — and  so  the  French  haye 
not  encroached. 

There  has  been  more  serious  work  in  the  Lords,  npon  mudi  less 
important  matter ;  a  bill  for  regulating  the  poor, — ^(don't  ask  me 
how,  for  you  know  I  am  a  perfect  goose  about  details  of  business,) 
formed  by  one  Gilbert,'  a  member,  and  steward  to  the  Duke  of 


'  Tho  Froneh  ezpraM  thii  thought  rtrj  dnmstlcally ;  "  Monaelgneur  eit 
Monseignevr  est  miflax — ^Momeigneur  est  mort ! " — Cioxn. 

'  Thomas  Gilbert,  Esq.,  at  this  time  member  for  Neircastle-imder-Line,  aad  eonp* 
troUer  of  the  King's  war!lrobe.~CBOKU. 
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Bridgewater,  or  Lord  €k>wer,  or  both, — had  passed  paiufically 
through  the  GominoiiSy  but  Lord  Egmont  set  fire  to  it  in  the 
Lords.  On  the  second  reading  he  opposed  it  again,  and  made  a 
most  admired  speedi;  however  it  passed  on.  But  again,  last 
Tuesday,  when  it  was  to  be  in  the  oommittee,  snoh  forces  were 
mustered  against  the  bill,  that  behold  all  the  world  regarded  it  as 
a  pitched  battle  between  Lord  Bute  and  Lord  Holland  on  one  side, 
and  the  Bedfords  and  Grenville  on  the  other.  Ton  may  guess  if  it 
grew  a  day  of  expectation.  When  it  arrived,  Lord  Bute  was  not 
present,  Lord  Norttiumberland  voted  for  the  bill,  and  Lord  Holland 
went  away.  Still  politicians  do  not  give  up  the  mystery.  Lord 
Denbigh  and  Lord  Pomfret,  especially  the  latter,  were  the  most 
personal  agoinst  his  Grace  of  Bedford.  He  and  lus  friends,  they 
say  (for  I  was  not  there,  as  you  will  find  presently),  kept  .their 
temper  welL  At  ten  at  night  the  House  divided,  and,  to  be  sure, 
tiie  minority  was  dignified ;  it  consisted  of  the  Dukes  of  York  and 
Oloucester,  the  Chancellor,  Chief  Justice,  Lord  President,  Privy 
Seal,  Lord  Chamberlain,  Chamberiain  to  the  Queen,  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Lneland,  and  a  Secretary  of  State.  Ijord  Hali&x,  the  other 
Secretary,  was  SI.  The  numbers  were  44  to  68.  Lord  Pomfret 
then  moved  to  put  off  the  bill  for  four  months ;  but  the  cabinet 
rallied,  and  rejected  the  motion  by  a  majority  of  one.  So  it  is  to 
oome  on  again  after  the  holidays.  The  Duke  of  Newcastle,  Lord 
Temple,  and  flie  Opposition,  had  once  more  the  pleasure,  which,  I 
believe,  they  doH't  dislike,  of  being  in  a  majority. 

Now,  for  my  disaster ;  you  will  laugh  at  it,  though  it  was  wof ul 
to  me.  I  was  to  dine  at  Northumberland-house,  and  went  a  little 
after  hour:  there  I  found  the  Countess,  Lady  Betty  Mackenzie, 
Lady  Strafford ;  my  Lady  Finlater,'  who  was  never  out  of  Scotland 
before ;  a  tall  lad  of  fifteen,  her  son ;  Lord  Drogheda,  and  Mr. 
Worseley.'  At  five,"  arrived  Mr.  Mitchell,*  who  said  the  Lords  had 
begun  to  read  the  Poor-bill,  which  would  take  at  least  two  hours, 
and  perhaps  would  debate  it  afterwards.  We  concluded  dinner 
would  be  called  for,  it  not  being  very  precedented  for  ladies  to  wait 

>  Lsdj  Mary  Unmy,  danghter  of  John,  flni  Dake  of  Athol,  Mid  wife  of  JanMt, 
■Izth  Etfl  of  FiaUter;  her  lOii,  sftenrank  lerenih  Eul,  wm  bora  in  1760.-> 
Cboku. 

*  Pkobebly  Thonuw  Woneley,  Eiq.,  member  for  Oxford,  and  inrveyor-generd  of 
the  board  of  woriu. — Caona. 

*  This  was  probably  the  hoor  of  extreme  fiuhion  at  thia  tlme.*-CaoKBa. 

^  Aftenrards  Sir  Andrew  Mitchell,  K.a  He  was  at  this  time  our  minister  at 
Derliny  and  also  member  for  the  boighs  of  £lgin,  Ac— WaioBT. 
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for  genfleom : — no  mch  iliiiig.    Sz  o'dook  earner — eevon  o'dodk 
eame,— our  ooaeheB  oannie,— wdl  I  we  sent  tbem  away,  and  exaua 
were  we  were  engaged.    Still  the  OoanteiB'a  heart  did  not  mLent, 
nor  nttered  a  syllable  of  apology.    We  wore  out  llie  wind  and  the 
weather,  the  Opera  and  the  Play,  Mrs.  Oomelya's  and  AlmaA*a,  and 
erery  topic  that  woidd  do  in  a  formal  circle.    We  hinted,  lepreeenfted 
—in  vain.    The  dock  atmok  eifjUL :  my  Lady,  at  laat^  aaid,  die 
would  go  and  order  dinner ;  h^  it  waa  a  good  half-hoor  befae  it 
appeared.    We  then  aat  down  to  a  table  for  fouteen  ooTen :  but 
instead  of  aabstantialB,  there  waa  nottiing  but  a  profbdon  of  plates 
striped  red,  green,  and  yellow,  g3t  plate^  blacks  and  nnifionna  I    My 
Lady  Finlater,  who  had  never  seen  (hese  embroidered  dinnen^  nor 
dined  after  three,  was  furnished.    The  first  ooorse  stayed  as  loog  as 
possible,  in  hopes  of  the  Lords :  so  did  the  second.    The  dessert  at 
last  arrived,  and  the  middle  didi  was  actoally  set  on  when  lioid 
Finlater  and  Mr.  Maokay'  arrived I-*-woaU  yon  believe itf — die 
dessert  was  remanded,  and  the  whole  first  eooraebioiig^t  back  again  I 
•—Stay,  I  have  not  done :— jnst  as  this  second  first  coarse  had  done 
its  duty.  Lord   Northnmberland,  Lord  Straffind,  and  v«Atf»«Li 
came  in,  and  the  whole  b^gan  a  third  time  I    Then  the  second  coorsa 
and  the  dessert  I    Ithonght  we  dionld  have  dropped  from  our  dmirs 
with  fiktigae  and  fomes  I    When  the  dock  strock  deven,  we  weve 
asked  to  return  to  the  drawing-room,  and  drink  tea  and  ooflEee,  bat  I 
said  I  was  oigaged  to  sapper,  and  came  home  to  bed.    My  dear 
lord,  think  of  four  hoars  and  a  half  in  a  cirde  of  miled  company, 
and  three  great  dinners,  one  after  another,  withont  interraption; — 
no,  it  exceeded  our  day  at  Lcttd  Archer's  I    Mrs.  Armiger,'  and 
Mrs.  Soathwdl,'  Lady  Glower's  *  nieoei  are  dead,  and  ddDr.  Yoong, 
the  poet    Good  night ! 

1  VtohMy  J.  Bom  lUddte^  minber  for  Kiikcudbiiglit,  tnaiorer  of  the  orduooe.^ 
CaoKBt. 

*  The  UAj  of  ICjJor-Genenl  Boberi  Armlgcr,  who  had  been  aide-decamp  to 
George  IL— baoKBB. 

'  Catherine,  heiieM  of  Sdwaid  Wataon»  Viaooont  Sondeib  and  wile  of  Sdwaixl 
Southwell,  Esq.,  member  for  Oloaoestenhire. — CaoKUu 

*  Haiy,  another  daaghter  and  eoheiieaa  of  the  aixih  Sail  Thaaet^  widow  of 
Attthonj  Oiej,  Barl  of  Harold,  and  tUid  wile  of  John,  first  Barl  Gk>wer.— CaoKia. 
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•7«L   TO  THB  BAY.  WILUAM  MAflOK. 
8cm :  ArUngton  Stteei,  AprU  17, 1788. 

Tub  imeqieoted  and  obliging  fiivoor  of  your  letter  *  I  own  gave 
afte  great  aatjafimtion ;  I  pqMiBhed  the  * Oaafle  of  Otranto'  with  the 
ntmeet  diffidenoe  and  doubt  of  its  snooen.  Yet  thoogb  it  has  been 
xeoeived  mooh  move  &Tonrably  than  I  conld  flatter  myself  it  would 
be^  I  must  say  your  approbation  is  of  another  sort  than  general 
opinion.  The  first  ran  for  or  against  a  new  work  is  what,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  ought  not  much  to  flatter  or  disoonrage  an  author. 
Aocordinglyy  self-love  hitherto  had  not  blinded  me:  I  will  not 
answer  now  but  it  may  get  a  little  hold  on  me.  Your  praise  is  so 
likely  to  make  me  vain,  that  I  oUige  myself  to  reoollect  all  the 
oiieumstances  that  ean  abate  it|  suoh  as,  the  fear  I  had  of  producing 
it  at  all  (for  it  is  not  every  body  that  may  in  this  oountiy  play  tha 
fool  with  impunity) ; — the  huixy  in  whidli  it  was  composed,  and 
its  being  begun  without  any  phin  at  all ;  for  though  in  the  short 
course  of  its  progress,  I  did  conceive  some  views,  it  was  so  far  from 
being  sketched  out  with  any  design  at  all,  that  it  was  actually  com- 
menced one  evening,  from  the  very  imperfect  recollection  of  a 
dream  with  which  I  had  waked  in  the  morning.  It  was  begun  and 
finished  in  less  than  two  months,  and  then  I  showed  it  to  Mr.  Gray, 

*  fO  tn  BO*.  BOHAOB  WAIPOLS. 

an :  AiUm^  AprU  14, 1768. 

Thoum  I  Mgleeted  mtaiaing  7<m  my  tittaki  Ibr  tks  ptnmi  yra  mmd»  me^of  Lord 
Herberi't  LlfD^  sod  ol  whkk,  as  yon  Cnmirod  mo  with  a  iri&w  oif  (he  proof  eheeU,  I 
before  gftre  yon  my  teniimento ;  yet  I  will  not  omit  thanking  yon  for  a  more  extra* 
ordinaty  thing  In  ite  kind,  wUeh  though  it  oonea  aoi  fkwn  yonr  preii,  yet  I  hare 
epiaeoiial  evidonee  ii  written  by  ye«ir  hand.  And  indeed  le«  than  meh  erldenea 
would  Maroe  hare  contented  me,  for  when  a  friend  of  mine  to  whom  I  had  reoom- 
mended  the  '  Castle  of  Otranto  '  returned  it  me  with  lome  doubta  of  ite  originaUty ; 
I  hiught  him  to  aeon,  ^nnd  wondered  he  could  be  ao  absurd  aa  to  think  thatanybody 
now*a-day8  had  imaginntion  enouj^  to  inrent  audi  a  atoiy."  He  replied  that  hU 
anspicion  arose  merely  from  some  parte  of  ikmiliar  dialogue  in  it,  which  he  thought 
of  too  modem  a  cast  Still  enre  of  my  point,  I  aflirmed  this  obJeotioBp  if  there  waa 
anything  in  it»  wne  merely  owing  to  its  not  Iwing  transUted  n  eentniy  ago.  All  this 
I  make  it  a  point  of  oonsdenee  to  teU  you,  for  though  it  proTee  me  yonr  dupe,  I 
ahonld  be  glad  ie  be  eo  duped  again  ereiy  year  of  my  life. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  ke,, 

W.  Miaov. 

— CoVVIKeBAM. 
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who  enoonraged  ma  to  print  it  This  is  the  truo  histoiy  of  it ;  and 
I  oannot  but  be  happy.  Sir,  that  he  and  yon  hare  been  ^eased  with 
it»  yet  it  is  as  true,  if  yon  will  giro  me  leave  to  say  so,  tliat  I  think 
yonr  friend  judged  rightly  in  pronoonoing  part  of  die  dialogue  too 
modem.  I  had  the  same  idea  of  it,  and  I  oonld,  bat  audi  a  trifle 
does  not  deserre  it,  point  oat  oflicr  defects,  besides  some  to  whidi 
most  probably  I  am  not  insensible.  You  most  forgive  me,  if  year 
commendation  has  already  drawn  me  in  to  talk  too  mneh  of  a  tiling 
of  my  own ;  bnt  I  am  vain  of  its  |deasmg  yon,  Sir,  and  what  woold 
have  folly  comforted  me  if  I  had  miscanied  witii  most  readers,  is 
not  likely  to  make  me  think  worse  of  tlieir  judgment  when  confinnod 
by  your  taste. 

I  am,  Sir,  Ac 

PS.  It  is  not  my  interest  to  recommend  it^  bat  in  justice  to  what 
I  owe  to  your  amusement,  I  must  advise  you  to  read  the  Lettres  du 
Marquis  de  Roselle,  if  you  have  not  yet  seen  them.  They  are 
written  by  the  wife  of  Monsieur  Beaumont,  who  has  got  so  much 
credit  by  defending  the  family  of  Galas.  I  do  not  recommend  the 
boasted  ''  Siege  of  Oalais "  to  you,  though  it  contains  some  good 
lines,  but  the  conduct  is  wofiiL 


077.    TO  THE  KARL  OF  HBRTFOIUX 

AHinffUm  Street^  AprU  10, 176S. 

Ladt  Hoixand  carries  this,  which  enables  me  to  write  a  little 
more  explicitly  than  I  have  been  able  to  do  lately.  Ibe  King  has 
been  in  the  utmost  danger;  the  humour  in  his  foce  having  follen 
upon  his  breast  He  now  appears  constantly;  yet,  I  fear,  his  life  is 
very  precarious,  and  that  there  is  even  apprehension  of  a  oonsomp- 
tion.  After  many  difBcuIties  from  different  quarters,  a  B^;enqr«bill 
is  determined ;  tiie  King  named  it  first  to  the  ministers,  who  said, 
they  intended  to  mention  it  to  him  as  soon  as  he  was  well :  yet  they 
are  not  thought  to  be  fond  of  it  The  King  is  to  come  to  the  House 
on  Tuesday,  and  recommend  the  provision  to  the  Parliament'    Tet^ 

>  InaleU«rto1iktMi,«f  Uie32ad€f  April,  Lord  Chettorlleld  nyi :  "Aprttpwid 
a  minoritj ;  Um  King  U  to  come  to  the  Hoiue  to-moRow,  to  reeommend  ft  bill  to 
aettle  a  rq^cj,  in  cue  of  hii  demlfe  while  hii  eucoeMor  it  a  miDor.  Upon  his  bio 
iUneM,  which  wu  no  trifling  one,  the  whole  nation  cried  out  alond  for  loeh  a  bill,  for 
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if  what  is  wliuperod  prov«6  true,  that  the  nominatioii  of  the  Regent 
is  to  be  reeenred  to  the  King's  will,  it  is  likely  to  oanse  groat 
imeasinesB.  If  the  ministers  propoee  such  a  elanse,  it  is  strong 
evidenoe  of  their  own  instability,  and,  I  shonld  think,  would  not 
save  them,  at  least,  some  of  them.  The  world  expeots  changes  soon, 
though  not  a  thorough  alteration ;  yet,  if  any  takes  plaoe  shortly,  I 
should  think  it  would  be  a  material  one  than  nob  The  enmity 
between  Lord  Bute  and  Mr.  GienyiUe  is  not  denied  on  either  side. 
There  is  a  notion^  and  I  am  inoUned  to  think  not  ill  founded,  that 
flie  former  and  Mr.  Pitt  axe  treating.  It  is  certain  that  the  last  has 
expressed  wishes  thai  the  opposition  may  lie  still  for  the  remainder 
of  the  session.  This,  at  least,  puts  an  end  to  the  question  om  your 
brother,*  of  whieh  I  am  g^ad,  for  the  present  The  common  town- 
talk  is,  that  Lord  Northumberiand  does  not  care  to  return  to 
Ireland, — that  you  are  to  succeed  him  there.  Lord  Boehford  you, 
and  that  Sandwich  is  to  go  to  Spain.  Mybelief  is,  that  there  will  be 
no  change,  except,  perhaps,  a  single  one  for  Lord  Northumberland, 
unless  there  are  capital  removals  indeed. 

The  CJhancellor,  Grenville,  the  Bedfords,  and  the  two  Secretaries, 
are  one  body ;  at  least,  they  pass  for  such :  yet  it  is  Tery  lately,  if 
one  of  them  has  dropped  his  prudent  management  with  Lord  Bute. 
There  seems  an  unwillingness  to  discard  the  Bedfords,  though  their 
graces  themselves  keep  little  terms  of  civility  to  Lord  Bute,  none  to 
the  Princess  (Dowager).  Lord  Qower  is  a  better  courtier,  and  Bigby 
would  do  anything  to  save  his  place. 

This  is  (he  present  state,  which  every  day  may  alter:  even 
to-monow  is  a  day  of  expectation,  as  the  last  struggle  of  the 
Poor-bilL  If  the  Bedfords  carry  it,  either  by  force  or  su£ferance, 
(though  Lord  Bute  has  constantly  denied  being  the  auflior  of  the 
opposition  to  it,)  I  shall  less  expect  any  great  change  soon.  In 
those  less  important,  I  shall  not  wonder  to  find  the  Duke  of 
Bichmond  come  upon  the  scene,  perhaps  for  Ireland,  though  he 
is  not  talked  of. 

Your  brother  is  out  of  town,  not  troubling  himself,  though  the 
time  seems  so  critical.  I  am  not  so  philosophic ;  as  I  almost  wish 
for  anything  that  may  put  an  end  to  my  being  concerned  in  the 

MMont  which  will  readily  oeear  to  you,  who  know  •ItoaUoiu,  penona,  and  chaneten 
hert,    I  do  not  know  the  proTiiiona  of  thia  intended  biU ;  but  I  wish  it  may  be 
copied  exactly  from  that  which  waa  paned  in  the  late  Kins's  reign,  when  the  preaeut 
waa  a  minor.    I  am  tore  there  cannot  be  a  better.** — Wajouf. 
'  Aa  to  hia  diamiMaL^-CaoKUu 
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mUte — ^fiir  any  end  to  a  moat  gloomy  proqpect  for  Hie  taumtry: 
alas  I  I  see  it  not 

Lord  Byron's  trial  lasted  two  days,  and  he  was  acquitted  totally 
by  fonr  Lords,  Beanliea,  Falmonflit  DeBpenser»  and  Qc£»d»  and 
found  guilty  of  mandang^ter  by  one  bmdied  and  twenty.  The 
Dukes  of  York  and  GHonoester  wisn  present  in  tibeir  plaoes.  Tbe 
prisoner  behaved  with  great  decorum,  and  seemed  thoroag^y  ahockei 
and  mortified.  Indeed,  the  bitterness  of  the  world  agauut  him  has 
been  great,  and  the  stories  fliey  have  revived  or  invented  to  loadhim« 
veiy  grievous.  The  CSiancellor  behaved  wiQi  his  usual,  or,  rather 
greater  vulgamess  and  blundns.  Lord  Pomfret  kept  awaj  decently, 
from  the  simiUtnde  of  his  own  stoiy.' 

I  have  been  to  wait  on  Messrs.  CSioiseul'  and  Be  Lanragais,'  as 
you  desired,  but  have  not  seen  them  yet  The  former  is  lodged  with 
my  Lord  Pembroke,  and  the  Ouerohys  are  in  terrible  qvprehensioos 
of  his  exhibiting  some  scene. 

The  Duke  of  Cumberland  bore  the  journey  to  Newmarket  eztremdy 
well,  but  has  been  lethargic  since ;  yet  fliey  have  found  01^  that 
ThSfB  Elixir  agrees  with,  and  does  him  good.  Prince  Frederick  is 
very  bad.  Iliere  is  no  private  news  at  alL  As  I  shall  not  deliver 
this  till  the  day  after  to-monow,  I  shall  be  able  to  give  you  an 
account  of  the  fote  of  the  Poor-bilL 

The  medals  fliat  came  for  me  from  Geneva,  I  forgot  to  mentaon 
to  you,  and  to  beg  you  to  be  troubled  with  them  tall  I  see  you.  I 
had  desired  Lord  Stanhope  to  send  them;  and  will  beg  you  too,  if 
any  biU  is  sent,  to  pay  it  for  me,  and  I  will  repay  it  you.  I  say 
nothing  of  my  journey,  which  the  unsettled  state  of  afEsdrs  makes  it 
impossible  for  me  to  fix.  I  long  for  every  reason  upon  earfli  to  be 
widi  you. 

^  See  ToL  tt.  p.  8S0. — Comsosiii. 

*  The  mm,  it  k  inppoeed,  of  the  Due  de  Pnalin.— Omkbb. 

*  Lofoli  lAtm  de  Bnuicu,  the  eldeit  eon  of  the  Dae  de  Vilkn  BmieM :  he  wu, 
dvring  hU  fethei^t  life,  known  m  the  Ciomte,  and  efterwaide  Dnc,  de  teiiniseii»  end 
WM  ft  fecy  iingiil«r  end  eooentric  penon.  He  wie  s  greet  Angiimtme^  and  wm  the 
fint  introdnoer  into  Fnnoe  of  hone-noee  d  tAnglaxH;  it  was  to  him  that  Looii 
XV. — not  pleaaed  at  hia  inaolent  iin^(omaiite--made  ao  ezedlent  a  retort.  The 
Xing  had  aaked  him,  after  one  of  his  Jonm^ya,  what  lie  had  leaned  in  Snglandl 
fjHiimgala  anawered^  with  a  kind  of  republican  dignity,  *'  X  paaaer  "  (penier). — "  h» 
ehefanzl"  inqvired  the  King.  He  died  in  1828,  at  the  age  of  ninety-on»— hit 
yovthlU  name  and  foUiee  foigotten  in  the  rmpeelable  old  age  of  the  One  db  BnacK. 
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AprU  20(Ay  Saharda^. 

The  PooT-bill  is  pat  off  till  Mondaj;  is  then  to  be  amended^  and 
then  diopped :  a  confessioa  of  wealoMSSy  in  a  set  of  people  not  &i^^ 
lor  being  moderate  I  I  was  assoied^  last  nighty  that  Ireland  had 
been  twice  offiorod  to  you,  and  that  it  hnng  on  their  insisting  npoD 
giving  yon  a  seoretazyy  eiiiier  Wood  or  Brntbnry.  I  replied  very 
truly  that  I  knew  nofliing  of  it»  that  yon  had  nerer  mentioned  it  to 
me,  and  I  believed  not  even  to  your  Inoilier.  The  answer  was.  Obi 
Iiis  particular  friends  are  always  the  last  that  know  anything  about 
him.  Princess  Amalie  loves  tins  topic,  and  is  for  ever  teasing  ns 
about  your  mystery.  I  defend  myself  by  pleading  that  I  have 
desired  yon  never  to  tell  me  anything  till  it  was  in  the  Gaaette, 

They  say  there  is  to  be  a  new  alUanoe  in  the  house  of  M<«tagat 
that  Lord  Hinchinbrook'  is  to  many  the  sole  remaining  daughter  of 
Lord  Halifax;  that  her  fortune  is  to  be  divided  into  three  shares^  of 
which  each  father  is  to  take  one,  and  the  third  is  to  be  the  provision 
for  iho  victims.  I  don't  think  this  the  most  unlikely  part  of  the 
story.    Adieu  I  my  dear  lord. 


97&    TO  81B  DATID  DALBYliPLK, 
Bia :  Shawbeity  HH  April  81, 1765. 

Except  the  mass  of  Conway  papers,  on  which  I  have  not  yet  had 
time  to  enter  seriously,  I  am  sorry  I  have  nothing  at  present  that 
would  answer  your  purpose.  Lately,  indeed,  I  have  had  little  leisure 
to  attend  to  literary  pursuits.  I  have  been  inuch  out  of  order  with 
a  violent  cold  and  cough  for  great  part  of  the  winter ;  and  the  diB* 
tractions  of  this  country,  whidi  reach  even  those  who  mean  the  least 
to  profit  by  their  country,  have  not  left  even  me,  who  hate  politics, 
witiiout  some  share  in  flrem.  Yet  as  what  one  does  not  love,  cannot 
engross  one  entirely,  I  have  amused  myself  a  little  with  writing. 
Our  Mend  Lord  iWater  will  perhaps  show  you  the  fruit  of  that 
tirifling,  though  I  had  not  the  confidence  to  trouble  you  with  such  a 
strange  thing  as  a  miraculous  story,  of  which  I  fear  the  greatest 
merit  is  the  novelty* 

I  have  lately  perused  with  much  pleasure  a  collection  of  old 

>  AfterwiHs  fifth  Sirl  of  SandwielL  [died  18141  Tbe  maieh  wilh  Ijidy  Eliza 
Savile  todc  plaoe  on  the  Isi  of  Much,  17(H).— Caouo. 
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BflllAdB  [Perqr's],  to  idiich  I  see,  Sir,  you  have  oontributed  with 
your  usual  benevolenoe.  Oontinae  this  tindnflBS  to  the  piiUic»  and 
smile  as  I  do,  when  the  pains  you  take  for  them  are  miflnnderslood 
or  perverted*  AuthorB  must  ecmtent  fliemselves  with  hoping  that 
two  or  three  intelligent  perKms  in  an  age  will  understand  the  iDerit 
of  their  writings,  and  those  authors  are  bound  in  good  breeding  to 
suppose  that  the  publio  in  general  is  enlightened.  They  who  are  in 
the  secret  know  how  few  ofthat  public  (hey  have  any  reason  to  widi 
should  read  their  works.  I  b^  pardon  of  my  masters  tibe  public, 
and  am  confident.  Sir,  you  will  not  betray  me ;  but  let  me  b^  yea 
not  to  defraud  the  few  that  deserve  your  uifonnation,  in  compliment 
to  those  who  are  not  capable  of  receiving  it  Bo  as  I  do  about  my 
small  house  here.  Everybody  that  comes  to  see  it  or  mc,  ate  so 
good  as  to  wonder  <hat  I  don't  make  this  or  that  alteration.  I  never 
haggle  with  them;  but  always  say  I  intend  it  They  are  satisfied 
with  the  attention  and  themselves,  and  I  remain  with  tike  enjoyment 
of  my  house  as  I  like  it    Adieul   dear  Sir* 


979.    TO  THK  SABL  OF  HERTFORa 

ArUnifUm  Street,  Ma^  ^  1765. 

The  plot  thickens ;  at  least,  it  does  not  dear  up.  I  don't  know 
how  to  tell  you  in  the  compass  of  a  letter,  what  is  matter  for  a 
history,  and  it  ia  the  more  difficult,  as  we  are  but  just  in  the  middle. 

During  the  recess,  the  King  acquainted  the  Ministry  tiiat  he 
would  have  a  Bill  of  B^ncy,  and  told  them  the  particulars  of 
his  intention.  The  town  gives  Lord  Holland  ihe  honour  of  the 
measure ;  *  certain  it  is,  the  Ministry,  who  are  not  (he  court,  did  not 
taste  some  of  the  items :  such  as  the  Regent  to  be  in  petto,  the 
Princes '  to  be  omitted,  and  four  secret  nominations  to  which  flie 
Friaoes  might  be  applied.  However,  thinking  it  was  better  to  lose 
their  share  of  future  power  than  (heir  present  places,  (he  ministers 
gave  a  gulp  and  swallowed  the  whole  potion ;  still  it  lay  so  heavy 
at  their  stomachs,  that  they  brought  up  part  of  it  again,  and  obtained 
the  Queen's  name  to  be  placed  as  one  that  might  be  Bogent 
Mankind  laughed,  and  proclaimed  their  Wisdoms  bit    Upon  this, 

'  It  wu  oerUialy  the  result  of  hbi  Mi^erty't  own  good  senM,  directed  to  tl^ 
•nbject  by  his  late  serious  indisposition  ;  but  tlie  details,  and  the  mismanagemeQl 
of  these  details,  were,  no  doubt,  the  acts  of  the  miaiBters.--CaasBB. 

'  The  King's  uncle  and  brothen.— WaioHt. 
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their  Wisdoms  beat  up  &r  opponentSi  and  set  fiie  to  the  old  stoUde 
of  the  Prinoefls  and  Lord  Bute.  Everybody  took  the  ahurm ;  and 
such  oneadnesB  was  raisedi  that  after  the  VSng  had  notified  the  bill 
to  both  Houses,  a  new  message  was  sent»  and  instead  of  four  seorot 
nominations,  the  five  Prinoes  were  named,  with  power  to  the  erown 
of  supplying  their  places  if  they  died  oC 

Last  Tuesday  the  biU  was  read  a  second  time  in  the  Lords.  Lord 
Lyttelton  opposed  an  unknown  Begent,  Lord  Temple  the  whole  bill, 
seconded  by  Lord  Shelbiime.  The  first  division  came  on  the  com- 
mitment of  the  whole  bilL  The  Duke  of  Newcastle  and  almost  all 
the  Opposition  were  with  the  majcnity,  for  his  grace  could  not 
decently  oppose  so  great  a  likeness  of  his  own  diild,  the  former 
bill,  vdA  so  th^  were  one  hundred  and  twenty.  Lord  Tem|de, 
Lord  Shelbume,  the  Duke  of  Grafbm,  and  six  more,  composed  the 
minority ;  the  slendemess  of  which  so  enraged  Lord  Temple,  though 
he  had  deohired  himself  of  no  party,  and  connected  wiili  no  party, 
that  he  and  the  Duke  of  Bolton  came  no  more  to  the  House.  Next 
day  Lord  Lyttelton  moTcd  an  address  to  the  King,  to  name  the 
person  he  would  recommend  for  Regent.  In  the  midst  of  this 
debate,  the  Duke  of  Bichmond  started  two  questions ;  whether  the 
Queen  was  naturalised,  and  if  not,  whether  capable  of  being  Begent : 
and  he  added  a  third  much  more  puzzling;  who  are  the  Boyal 
Family  ?  Lord  Denbigh  answered  flippantly,  all  who  are  prayed 
for :  ihe  Duke  of  Bedford,  more  sigmficanfly,  those  anfy  who  are 
in  the  order  of  succession— a  direct  exdusion  of  the  Prineeee  ;  for  the 
Queen  is  named  in  the  bUl.  The  Duke  of  Bichmond  mored  to  con- 
sult the  judges ;  Lord  Mansfield  fought  this  off,  deohired  he  had  his 
opinion,  but  would  not  tell  it— and  stayed  away  next  day !  They 
then  proceeded  on  Lord  Lyttelton's  motion,  which  was  rejected  by 
eighty-nine  to  thirty-cme;  after  which,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
came  no  more ;  and  Ghrafton,  Boddngham,  and  many  oihers,  went 
to  Newmarket ;  for  that  rage  is  so  strong,  thai  I  cease  to  wonder 
at  the  gentleman  who  was  going  out  to  hunt  as  the  battle  of 
EdgehiU  began. 

The  third  day  was  a  scene  of  folly  and  confusion,  for  when  Lord 
Mansfield  is  absent, 

Lofi  is  the  nstlon't  tense^  nor  caii  be  found. 

The  Duke  of  Bichmond  moyed  an  amendment,  that  the  persmis 
capable  of  the  Begency  should  be  the  Queen,  the  Princess  Dowager, 
and  all  the  descendants  of  the  late  King  usually  resident  in  England. 
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Lend  Halifax  endeavoimd  to  jodEey  this,  hy  a  prgfioM 
of  n^w  for  tmiatljf.  The  Duke  pereiflted  in&L  great  fiimnesa  and 
olevemeBS ;  Lord  HaMfiiXi  viih  as  much  peeridmeflB  and  abaurditj ; 
in  truth,  he  made  a  wofal  figure.  The  Duke  of  Bedford  sapported 
t'other  Duke  against  the  Seoretaryy  but  would  not  yield  to  name  tli6 
PrinoeflSy  though  the  Chancellor  declared  her  of  the  Boyal  Family. 
This  droU  personage  ia  ezaetlj  what  Woodward  would  be,  if  ibere 
was  such  a  £uoe  as  TrappoHn  CJhaneellor.  Tou  will  want  a  key  to 
all  fliiB,  but  who  has  a  key  to  ohaoa  f  After  puzzling  on  for  two 
hours  how  to  adjust  these  motionSi  while  the  spectators  stood 
laughing  around,  Lord  Folkestone  rose,  and  said,  why  not  say 
now  and  nauaUif  f  They  adopted  this  amendment  at  once,  and  tihen 
rejected  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  motion,  but  ordered  the  judges  to 
attend  next  day  on  the  question  of  naturalisation. 

Now  comes  the  marvelloos  transaction,  and  I  defy  Mr.  Hume,  all 
historian  as  he  is,  to  parallel  ii  The  judges  had  deoided  for  the 
Queen's  capability,  when  Lord  Halifox  rose,  by  the  King's  per- 
mission, desired  to  have  the  bill  recommitted,  and  then  moved  (be 
Duke  of  Richmond's  own  words,  with  the  single  omission  of  the 
Princess  Dowager's  name,  and  thus  she  alone  is  rendered  incapable 
of  the  Regenqr-— 4md  stigmatised  by  Act  of  Parliament!  The 
astonishment  of  the  wodd  is  not  to  be  described.  Lord  Bute's 
fiiends  are  thunderstruck.  The  Duke  of  Bedford  almost  danced 
about  the  House  for  joy.  Comments  there  are,  various ;  and  some 
palliate  it,  by  saying  it  was  done  at  ilie  Princess's  desire ;  but  the 
most  inquisitive  say,  tlie  King  was  taken  by  surprise,  that  Lord 
Halifox  proposed  the  amendment  to  him,  and  hurried  with  it  to  ilie 
House  of  Lords,  before  it  could  be  recalled ;  and  they  even  surmise 
that  he  did  not  observe  to  the  King  the  omission  of  his  moiber^s 
name.  Be  that  as  it  may,  open  war  seems  to  be  declared  between 
the  court  and  the  administration,  and  men  are  gazing  to  see  which 
side  will  be  victorious. 

To-morrow  the  bill  comes  to  us,  and  Mr.  Pitt,  too,  violent  against 
the  whole  bill,  unless  this  wonderful  event  has  altered  his  tone. 
For  my  part  I  shall  not  be  surprised,  if  he  affects  to  be  in  astonish- 
ment at  missing  **  a  great  and  most  respectable  namel"^  This  is 
the  sum  total — but  what  a  sum  total !  It  is  the  worst  of  *  North 
Britons '  published  by  act  of  parliament  I 

I  took  the  liberty,  in  my  last,  of  telling  yon  what  I  heard  about 


>  This  WM  Mr.  P1U*b  ezpranloA  oa  sot  fiadinf  Lord  Aiiioii*a  iuuim  in  lbs  lut  of 


IW.]  TO  THK  tAKL  OF  HSBTPOKD. 

your  going  to  IretancL  It  was  from  one  yon  know  rery  weU,  and 
one  I  thought  well  informed)  or  I  should  not  haye  mentioned  it 
Positiye  as  flie  information  was,  I  find  nothing  to  confirm  it*  On 
the  oontrary.  Lord  Haroourt  serais  the  most  probaUoi  if  anything 
is  probable  at  this  strange  juncture.  Yon  will  scarce  beUeye  me 
when  I  tell  you,  what  I  know  is  tme^  that  the  Bedfords  pressed 
strongly  for  Lord  Weymouth — Yes,  for  Lord  Weymouth.  Is 
anything  extraordinary  in  themP 

Will  it  be  presuming  too  much  upon  your  friendship  and  indul- 
gence, if  I  lunt  another  point  to  you,  whiohi  I  own,  seems  to  me 
right  to  mention  to  youP  You  Imow  how  eagerly  the  Ministiy 
haye  laboured  to  depriye  Mr.  Thomas  Walpole  of  the  Frendi  com- 
merce of  tobacco.  His  correspondent  sends  him  word,  that  you 
was  so  persuaded  it  was  taken  away,  that  you  had  recommended 
another  person.  You  know  enough,  my  dear  lord,  of  the  little 
connection  I  haye  with  that  part  of  my  fiunily,  though  we  do  yisit 
again ;  and  therefore  will,  I  hope,  be  conyinced,  that  it  is  for  your 
sake  that  I  principally  mention  it.  If  Mr.  Walpole  loses  this  yast 
branch  of  trade,  he  and  Sir  Joshua  Yanneck  must  shut  up  shop. 
Judge  the  noise  (hat  would  make  in  the  city  I  Mr.  Walpde's' 
alliance  with  the  Gayendishes  (for  I  will  say  nothing  of  our  family) 
would  interest  them  deeply  in  his  cause,  and  I  think  you  would  be 
cony  to  haye  fbem  think  you  instrumental  to  his  ruin.  Your 
brother  knows  of  my  writing  to  you  and  giying  you  this  information, 
and  we  are  both  solicitous  that  your  name  shotdd  not  appear  in  this 
transaction.  This  letter  goes  to  you  by  a  priyate  hand,  or  I  would 
not  haye  spoken  so  plainly  throughout.  Wheneyer  you  please  to 
recal  your  positiye  order,  that  I  should  always  tell  you  whateyer 
I  hear  that  relates  to  you,  I  shall  willingly  forbear,  for  I  am  sensible 
this  is  not  the  most  agreeable  proyinoe  of  fiiendshq) ;  yet,  as  it  is 
oortainly  due  when  demanded,  I  don't  consider  myself,  but  sacrifice 
the  more  agreeable  task  of  pleasing  you^  to  that  of  senring  you,  that 
I  may  show  myself 

Yours  most  sincerely,    H.  W. 

the  Mlnittiy  foimed  in  1757.  Mr.  Walpole  diiUked  Lord  Antoiip  mod  on  more  than 
one  oocaalon  amniea  himself  with  allasKone  to  this  phrase. — Cbokxb. 

^  Mr.  Thomas  Walpole's  elder  brother  (second*  Lord  Walpole,  and  first  Lord 
Orfoid  «f  Ids  bnaeh)  manied  the  yoiuigest  danghter  of  the  third  Ddu  of  Daronahirsk 
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»S0.    TO  BIR  HORACE  XANK, 

AfUmgtom  Shnd,  Ma^  11,  lYML 

Mr.  SrAKUSTy  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  bas  done  me 


the  honoiir  of  desixing  a  letter  of  reoommendaiion  to  you,  as  be  is 
going  to  pasB  the  sommer  in  Itoly.  Hjb  oharaotor  and  abilities 
most  be  too  well  known  to  you  to  make  my  infereat  in  jxmr 
friendfihip  neceasaryy  even  if  be  shonld  wish  for  greater  8luu«  in 
your  acqnaintanoe  than  your  eonstant  attention  and  good  nature 
direct  yon  to  offer  to  your  countrymen  in  general:  yet  it  »  ao 
flattering  to  me  to  seem  to  contribute  to  your  connection,  that  when 
I  beg  you  to  exceed  your  common  ciTOities  on  hia  account^  I  am 
determined  to  please  myself  with  flunking  that  you  do  it  on  mine. 


SSl.    TO  THX  RARL  OF  HRRTPORa 

AHmgkm  Stnti^  Smdap^  Ma^  1%  1765. 

Tub  clouds  and  mists  that  I  raised  by  my  last  letter  will  not  be 
dispersed  by  this ;  nor  will  the  Bill  of  Begenqyy  as  long  as  it  has 
a  day's  breath  left  (and  it  has  but  one  to  come),  cease,  I  suppose^ 
to  produce  extraordinary  events.  For  agreeable  events,  it  baa  not 
produced  one  to  any  set  or  side,  except  in  gratifying  malice;  eroy 
other  passion  has  receiyed,  or  probably  will  receive,  a  box  on  the  ear. 

In  my  last  I  left  the  Princess  Dowager  in  the  mire.  The  next 
incident  was  of  a  nq;ative  kind.  Mr.  Pitt,  who,  if  he  had  been 
wise,  would  have  come  to  help  her  out,  chose  to  wait  to  see  if  she 
was  to  be  left  there,  and  gave  himself  a  terrible  fit  of  the  gout  Ab 
nobody  was  ready  to  read  hk  part  to  the  audience  (though^  I  assure 
you,  we  do  not  want  a  genius  or  two  who  think  themselves  1x«n  to 
dictete),  the  first  day  in  our  House  did  not  last  two  minutes.  The 
next,  which  was  Tuesday,  we  rallied  our  understandings  (mine, 
indeed,  did  not  go  beyond  being  quiet,  when  the  administnition 
had  done  for  us  what  we  could  not  do  for  ourselves),  and  combated 
tlie  bill  till  nine  at  night  Barr^,  who  will  very  soon  be  our  first 
orator,  especially  as  some*  are  a  little  i^iraid  to  dispute  with  him, 
attacked  it  admirably,  aind  your  brother  ridiculed  (he  House  of 

'  li  acems,  from  the  next  letter,  tliai  thU  allndei  to  Cluurlee  TowadMad. — Cbokxi. 


1765.1  TO  THS  EABL  Of  HEKFFOBD.  S6d 

Lords  deUghtfdlly,  who,  lie  said,  had  deliberated  wUkout  eanekulbtff, 
and  eaneluded  without  deliberating.  Howerer,  we  broke  up  wifliout  a 
diyisioii. 

Oan  70a  devise  wliat  happened  neztP  A  biusz  spread  itself 
that  the  Tories  would  moye  to  reinstate  the  Princess.  Yon  will 
perhaps  be  so  absurd  as  to  think  with  me,  that  when  the  admi- 
nistration  had  exduded  her,  it  was  our  business  to  pay  her  a 
oompliment.  Alas  I  that  was  my  opinion,  but  I  was  soon  given 
to  understand,  that  Patriots  must  be  men  of  virtue,  must  be 
Pharisees,  and  not  oountenanoe  naughty  women:  and  that  when 
the  Duchess  of  Bedford  had  thrown  the  first  stone,  we  had  nothing 
to  do  but  continue  pelting.  Unluckily  I  was  not  convinced;  I 
oould  neither  see  the  morality  nor  prudence  of  branding  the  King's 
mother  upon  no  other  authority  than  public  £une :  yet,  willing  to 
get  somelhing  when  I  could  not  get  all,  I  endeavoured  to  obtain  that 
we  should  stay  away.  Even  this  was  warmly  contested  with  me, 
and,  though  I  persuaded  several,  particularly  the  two  oldest  Caven- 
dishes,' the  Townshends,'  and  your  nephew  Fitzroy,*  whom  I  trust 
you  will  thank  me  for  saving,  I  could  not  convince  Lord  John 
[Cavendish],  who,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  the  most  obstinate,  con- 
oeited  young  man  I  ever  saw;  Gtoorge  Onslow,  and  that  old  simpleton 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  who  had  the  impudence  to  talk  to  me  of 
character ,  and  that  we  should  be  rained  with  the  public,  if  we  did 
not  divide  against  the  Princess.  You  will  be  impatient,  and  wonder 
I  do  not  name  your  brother.  You  know  how  much  he  respects 
virtue  and  honour,  even  in  their  names ;  Lord  John,  who,  I  really 
believe,  respects  them  too,  has  got  canning  enough  to  see  their 
empire  over  your  brother,  and  had  fascinated  him  to  agree  to  this 
outrageous,  provoking,  and  most  imjustifiable  of  all  acts.  Still 
Mr.  Conway  was  so  good  as  to  yield  to  my  earnest  and  vehement 
entreaties,  and  it  was  at  last  agreed  to  propose  the  name  of  the 
Queen;  and  when  we  did  not  carry  it,  as  we  did  not  expect  to  do, 
to  retire  before  the  question  came  on  the  Princess.  But  even  this 
measure  was  not  strictly  observed.  We  divided  67  for  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  Queen,  against  157.    Then  Morton^  moved  to  reinstate 


^  Lord  GMigo  and  Lord  Fiedoriek.— Osoi 

*  ftobobly  MoMii.  Thomai  TownahsBd,  lenloraiid  Jvnior,  and  Oharioi  TowiMlMnd, 
a  ooulii  of  iho  great  Ohaika  TovaahsBd'^  who  Hi  with  Sir  Xdwaid  Walpola  &r 
North  Tarmoath. — Cboui. 

*  Gokmel  Oharlaa  Flttfogr,  aftorwarda  Lord  flonthamptoiu— Wiisat. 

*  John  Xortoa,  Baq.,  mtmbsr  for  AUngdoii,  and  oUalJwt&ea  of  Ohaatat.-* 
Cioixa. 

TOX.,   XT.  A  A 
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the  Fniioe88«    Martin,  her  treasnier,  made  a  moat  indiacroet  and 
offaiifflTe  apeedh  in  her  behalf;  aaid  she  had  been  stigmaiiaed  bj 
the  Honse  of  Lords,  and  had  lived  long  enongh  in  tibia  oountxy 
to  knovr  the  hearts  and  fidsehood  of  those  who  had  prafeaaed  ihe 
most  to  her,    GrenTille  yoito  pnblioly  he  will  neyer  forgiye  Has, 
and  was  not  more  discreet,  declaring,  though  he  agreed  to  the 
restoration  of  her  name,  that  he  thought  the  omission  would  hare 
been  1^liyer8ally  aeeBpUtbk,  George  Onslow  and  all  the  Cavendishes, 
gained  over  by  Lord  John,  and  the  most  attached  of  the  Newcastle 
band,  opposed  the  motion ;  bnt  your  brother.  Sir  William  Meredith, 
and  I,  and  othen,  came  away,  which  reduced  the  numbers  so  znnch, 
that  there  was  no  division.'    But  now  to  unfold  all  this  black  scene;' 
it  oomes  out  as  I  had  guessed*  and  very  plainly  told  fliem,  &at 
the  Bedfords  had  stirred  up  our  fools  to  do  what  they  did  not  dare 
to  do  themselves.    Old  Newcastle  had  even  told  me,  that  unless 
we  opposed  the  Princess,  the  Duke  of  Bedford  would  not.     It  was 
sedulously  given  out,  that  Forrester,*  the  latter  Duke's  lawyer, 
would  speak  against  her;  and  after  the  question  had  pasaed^  he 
told  our  people,  that  we  had  given  up  the  game  when  it  was  in  our 
hands,  for  tiiere  had  been  many  more  noes  than  ayes.    It  was  very 
trn^  many  did  not  wish  well  enough  to  the  Princess  to  roar  for  her ; 
and  many  wiU  say  no  when  the  question  is  put,  who  will  vote  ay 
if  it  comes  to  a  division,  and  of  this  I  do  not  doubt  but  the  Bedfords 

'  Tlie  Ibllowliig  !•  Lord  l^emple'i  Moovnt  of  thli  debste,  in  ft  letter  of  the  lOth,  to 
bit  ditw,  tMdj  ChilhBin^— '*I]ialiUi(7  and  metimeM  are  the  chararteriitki  of  thk 
whole  prooeediag.    I  ahall  pm  orer  the  Tory  unlntereftting  parte  of  thia  matter,  and 
reUte  only  the  phenomenon  of  Morton's  motion  yesterday,  seconded  by  KynaatoOy 
without  a  ipeeeh,  and  thiided  by  the  illnstrions  Bam  Martin.    The  speech  of  the  int 
waa  dvll,  and  of  the  ktter,  veiy  i]\{«diciovs ;  saying  that  the  Hoose  of  Lorda  had 
passed  a  stigma  on  the  Prinoess  of  Walea ;  dlsdniining  all  knowledge  of  her  wiahes» 
bat  eondnding  with  a  strong  aflkimatire.    Geoige  Onslow  opposed  the  motion,  with 
VBiy  bad  rsaaons;  Lord  Fklmenton,  with  much  better.    Geoige  QfenTiUs  aseaaad  to 
eonrey,  that  the  alteration  made  in  the  Lords  was  not  without  the  King's  knowledge ; 
bat  thai,  to  be  sue,  in  his  opinion,  saeh  a  testimony  of  leal  and  affection  which  now 
manifested  itself  in  the  Honse  of  Commons  in  flkroar  of  his  royal  mother,  eoald  net 
but  proTe  agreeable  to  his  M^|esty,  and  that  thersfiore  he  shoold  ooneor  in  it    The 
Goeoa-tree  haTO  thns  capacitated  her  Boyal  Highness  to  be  regent :  it  is  well  they 
have  not  giren  ns  a  king,  if  th^  haTe  not;  for  many  think  Lord  Bate  Is  king.    Ko 
diTiiloa :  many  noes."    CMkam  Oorreapondmi€e,  toL  ii  p.  SOS.— WaiaBii 

'  It  was,  indeed,  a  black  and  scandalons  intrigae,  by  which  the  ehsrantsr  of  the 
Sorerrign's  mother,  and  the  peace  and  comfort  of  the  Boyal  Family,  were  thos  made 
the  coanters  with  which  contending  ftMtioos  played  their  game;  and  if  we  may 
believe  Mr.  Walpole  hlmseU;  the  motlfes  which  aotnated  thoae  who  attacked,  and 
those  who  seemed  to  defend  the  Pkineess  Dowager,  w«raeqiiall|y  aeUsh  and  nnwetthy. 
— Caoxam. 

'  Pkobably  Brooke  Forrseter,  Bsq.,  of  Llneofai'a  Ion,  msmber  for  Orsat  Wenlock^ 
abarrister«i-Uw.~CBOua.  Ckmipara  BttffMl  QwrsyoiMiiiw,  teL  fiL  p^  M.— 
CuanvoBAJf. 
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had  taken  care — ^well !  duped  by  these  gross  arts,  Hie  Carendishes 
and  Pelhams  determined  to  divide  the  next  day  on  the  report.  I 
did  not  leam  this  mad  resolution  till  four  o'clo<^  when  it  was  too 
late,  and  your  brother  in  the  House,  and  the  report  actually  made ; 
80  I  turned  back  and  came  away,  learning  afterwards,  to  my  great 
mortification,  that  he  had  voted  with  them.  If  anything  could 
comfort  me,  it  would  be,  that  even  so  early  as  last  nigh^  and  only 
this  happened  on  Friday  night,  it  was  generally  allowed  how  much 
I  had  been  in  the  right,  and  foretold  exaotiy  all  that  had  happened. 
They  had  vaunted  to  me  how  strong  they  should  be.  I  had  replied, 
"  When  you  were  but  76  on  the  most  inoflSsnsive  question,  do  you 
think  you  will  be  half  that  number  on  the  most  personal  and  inde- 
cent that  can  be  devisedP"  Accordingly,  they  were  but  37  to  167; 
and  to  show  how  much  the  Bedfords  were  at  tiie  bottom  of  all, 
Bigby,  Forrester,  and  Lord  Charles  Spencer,  went  up  into  the 
Speaker's  chamber,  and  would  not  vote  for  the  Princess  I  At  first 
I  was  not  quite  so  well  treated.  Sir  William  Meredith,  who,  by 
the  way,  voted  in  the  second  question  against  his  opinion,  told  me 
Onslow  had  said  that  he,  Sir  William,  your  brother,  and  Lord 
Townshend,  had  stayed  away  from  conscienoe,  but  all  the  others 
from  interest.  I  replied,  *'  Then  I  am  included  in  the  latter  pre- 
dicament :*  but  you  may  teU  Mr.  Onslow  that  he  will  take  a  place 
before  I  shall,  and  that  I  had  rather  be  suspected  of  being  mer- 
cenary, than  stand  up  in  my  place  and  call  Cfod  to  witness  that  I 
meant  nothing  personal,  when  I  was  doing  the  most  personal  thing 
in  the  world.'* — ^I  beg  your  pardon,  my  dear  lord,  for  talking  so 
much  about  myself,  but  the  detail  was  necessary  and  important  to 
you ;  who  I  wish  should  see  that  I  can  act  witii  a  litfle  common 
sense,  and  will  not  be  governed  by  all  the  frenzy  of  party. 

The  rest  of  the  BiU  was  contested  inch  by  inch,  and  by  division 
on  division,  till  eleven  at  night,  after  our  wise  leaders  had  whittled 
down  the  minority  to  twenty-four."  Charles  Townshend,  they  say, 
surpassed  all  he  had  ever  done,  in  a  wrangle  with  Onslow,  and  was 

>  It  eertainlj  doa  leem,  from  tiiA  kngoiag  aoeoaol  of  hh  own  motiTai^  thsi 
MnM&enoe  had  Utile  to  do  wiih  Hr.  WalpoM  oondaot  on  fchlgnffiiir :  m  to  his  pledge 
tbat  Mr.  Onilov  wovld  take  a  place  before  him,  we  miut  obaeire,  that  it  ia  not  quite 
so  generooB  as  it  maj  aeem ;  for  Mr.  Walpole  was  already,  by  the  provident  eaie  of 
hfa  Ihther,  mppUed  with  three  alneenre  plaeeib  and  two  rent-ehaigeo  on  two  otheni 
prodndng  htan  altogether  about  68001.  per  aannm.  See  '  Quarterly  Beriew/  toL 
xxriL  p.  198.— CaoxBE. 

s  On  the  ifnertion  for  the  third  reading  of  the  blU,  the  nnmbeia  ware  160  and  %U 
— WaiOHf, 
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80  Inoky  as  to  have  B$rri  absent,  who  bas  long  lain  m  mat  for 
him.  When  they  told  me  how  wdl  Gharles  had  spoken  an  kmue^, 
I  replied,  "  That  is  oonfonnable  to  what  I  always  thought  of  hts 
parts,  that  he  speaks  best  on  what  he  nnderstands  the  least" 

We  haTO  done  with  tiie  Bill,  and  to-morrow  our  oorreGiion  goes 
to  the  Lords.  It  will  be  a  day  of  wonderful  expectation,  to  see  in 
what  manner  they  wiU  swallow  their  yomii  The  Duke  of  Bed&rd, 
it  is  conjeotored,  will  stay  away : — but  what  will  that  aeape-goose, 
Lord  F<^li^T^  do,  who  is  already  convicted  of  haying  told  tlie  King 
a  most  notorious  Ue,  that  if  the  Princess  was  not  giyen  up  by  the 
Lords^  she  wonld  be  nnanimonsly  excluded  by  the  Commons  P  The 
Duke  of  Bedford,  who  had  broke  the  ground,  is  little  less  blameable; 
but  Sandwich,  who  was  present,  has,  with  his  usoal  address,  oontriyed 
not  to  be  tallrod  o(  since  the  first  hour. 

When  the  Bill  shaU  be  passed,  the  eyes  of  mankind  will  torn  to 
see  what  will  be  the  consequence.  The  Princess,  and  Lord  Bute, 
and  the  Scotch,  do  not  affect  to  conceal  their  indignation.  If  Lord 
Hali&z  is  eyen  reprieyed,  the  King  is  more  enslayed  to  a  cabal  than 
eyer  his  GrandfEither  was :  yet  how  replace  them  P  Newcastle  and 
tiie  most  desirable  of  the  Opposition  haye  rendered  themselyes  more 
obnoxious  than  eyer,  and  eyen  seem,  or  must  seem  to  Lord  Bute^ 
in  league  with  those  he  wishes  to  remoye.  The  want  of  a  proper 
person  fer  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  another  dificuliy,  fliough 
I  think  easily  remoyable  by  clapping  a  tied  wig  on  Ellis,  Barrington, 
or  any  other  block,  and  calling  it  Oeorge  Grenyille.  One  remedy 
is  obyious,  and  at  which,  after  such  insults  and  proyocations,  were 
I  Lord  Bute,  I  should  not  stick;  I  would  deliyer  myself  up,  bound 
hand  and  foot,  to  Mr.  Pitt,  rather  than  not  punish  such  traitors  and 
wretches,  who  murmur,  submit,  affiront,  and  swaUow  in  the  most 
ignominious  manner, — ''  Oh  I  il  faudra  qu'il  y  yianne,''— as  L&>nor 
says  in  the  Marquis  de  Boselle, — "  il  y  yiendra.''  For  myself  I 
haye  another  little  comfort,  which  is  seeing  that  when  the  Ministiy 
encourage  the  Opposition,  they  do  but  lessen  our  numbers. 

You  may  be  easy  about  this  letter,  for  Monsieur  de  Ghierdhy 
sends  it  for  me  by  a  priyate  hand,  as  I  did  the  last  I  wish,  by 
some  such  conyeyance,  you  would  tell  me  a  littie  of  your  mind  on 
all  this  embroil,  and  whetiier  you  approye  or  disapproye  my  conduct 
After  the  liberties  you  haye  permitted  me  to  take  witii  yon,  my  dear 
lord,  and  without  them,  as  you  know  my  openness,  and  how  much 
I  am  accustomed  to  hear  of  my  &ults,  I  think  you  cannot  hesitate. 
Indeed,  I  trust,  I  haye  done,  or  tried  to  do,  just  what  you  would 
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h&re  wished.  Oould  I,  who  ha^e  at  leaat  some  experience  and 
knowledge  of  fhe  world,  have  direotedi  our  party  had  not  been  in 
the  oontemptible  and  ridieolous  sitoation  it  is.  Had  I  had  more 
weight,  things  stQl  more  agreeable  to  yon  had  happened.  Now,  I 
could  almost  despair;  but  I  have  still  persereranoe,  and  some 
resources  left.  Wheneyer  I  can  get  to  you,  I  will  unfold  a  great 
deal ;  but  in  this  critical  situation,  I  cannot  trust  what  I  can  leave 
to  no  management  but  my  own. 

Your  brotiier  would  have  writ,  if  I  had  not:  he  is  gone  to  Park- 
place  to-day,  with  his  usual  phlegm,  but  returns  to*morrow.  What 
would  I  give  you  were  here  yourself;  perhaps  you  do  not  thank  me 
for  the  wish. 

Bo  not  wonder  if,  except  thanking  you  for  D'AIemberf  s  book,*  I 
say  not  a  word  of  anything  but  politics.  I  hare  not  had  a  sing^ 
other  thought  these  three  weeks.  Though  in  all  the  bloom  of  my 
passion,  lilac-tide,  I  hare  not  been  at  Strawberry  this  foxtnighi 
I  saw  things  arrived  at  the  point'  I  wished,  and  to  which  I  had 
singularly  contributed  to  bring  them,  as  you  shall  know  hereafter, 
and  then  I  saw  all  my  work  kicked  down  by  two  or  three  frantic 
boys,  and  I  see  what  I  most  dread,  likely  to  happen,  unless  I  can 
prerent  it, — but  I  haye  said  enough  for  you  to  understand  me.  I 
think  we  agree.  Howeyer,  this  is  for  no  ear  or  breast  but  your  own. 
Remember  Monsieur  de  Niyemois,"  and  take  care  of  the  letters  you 
reoeiye.    Adieu  I 


9S2.    TO  SIB  HOBAOE  MANN. 

iStotMnfteny  HiU,  May  14. 1705. 

You  must  be  surprised  at  my  silence:  it  has  been  of  longer 
duration  tiian  I  oyer  practised  with  regard  to  you,  my  dear  sir, 
except  in  the  most  inactiye  months  of  summer.  It  commenced 
indeed  for  want  of  matter — ^it  has  continued  firom  incessant  occu- 
pation. For  some  time  I  had  nothing  to  tell  you,  but  the  trial  of 
Lord  Byron,  a  solemn  scene  for  a  worthless  man,  but  whose  former 
faults  had  giyen  handle  to  ill-nature  to  represent  him  as  guilty  of 


>  **  De  b  DMtnotion  del  Jtenitei."— Wuohv. 

*  TUa  leems  to  imply  tha*  Ut.  Wtlpole  though  that  if  tlie  OppoeitioA  had  taken 
«p  the  eanee  of  the  PzinoeM  Dowaser  when  ahe  had  been  abandoned  by  the  Hlniaten^ 
the  latter  might  huTe  been  remofed,  and  the  fonner  bronght  into  power. — OaoKan. 

'  He  allndea  to  the  infidelity  of  FSon  to  the  Duke  of  Nhremoia.— Oboku. 
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an  ewent,  ^ptUoh  truly  it  had  been  yerj  difficott  lor  him  in  aToii 
He  escaped  with  liCs;  and  reoovered  aome  porticm  of  honour,  if  thai 
can  oomfort  him^  after  the  publicity  made  of  his  character,  and 
the  misfortune  of  IdUing  an  amiable  man,  but  one  not  WamriffB  in 
the  late  instance. 

Thia  whole  hiatoiy  has,  however,  been  totally  swallowed  up  and 
fergotten  for  some  weeks  in  a  memorable  disensBion,  in  which, 
thongh  the  generality  of  the  world  has  been  mnoh  more  indifferent 
to  it  than  I  eonld  possibly  haye  expected,  the  political  agents  and 
qwotators  have  been  deqply  interested;  and  which,  if  it  should  not 
suddenly  produce  the  consequences  that  ought  naturally  to  attend  i^ 
may  give  birth  to  very  serious  eyents  sooner  or  later.  It  has  occo* 
pied  me  so  mudi,  that  fcr  above  a  montii  I  have  totally  m^Ieeted 
eveiy  otiber  avocation.  The  detail  I  could  not  give  under  many 
voluminous  pages :  I  will  endeavour  to  sketch  out  enough  of  the 
great  lines  to  give  you  some  insight  into  the  present  strange  mtuation 
of  affidis;  and  as  I  mean  to  send  this  by  a  private  hand  to  Paria, 
though  it  may  retard  its  journey,  I  shall  speak  to  you  more  openly 
than  I  have  chosen  to  do  for  these  two  or  three  years,  more  fium 
attention  to  your  interest  than  to  my  own,  which  I  have  plainly 
not  coDsidered,  and  of  whidi  you  know  I  have  never  been  veiy 
carefuL 

My  Lady  Denbi^^ '  told  me^  at  the  very  beginning  of  this  winter, 
that  when  Monsieur  Chavigny  was  minister  here  from  France  several 
years  ago,  he  said  to  her,  *^  I  have  observed,  that  when  the  wannest 
sessions  have  been  expected  in  Parliament,  they  have  proved  the 
most  inactive ;  and  then  when  all  was  thought  to  be  over,  somebody 
has  cried  out»  'YoiUl  im  lidvrel'  Another  has  replied,  'II  n'y 
a  point  de  lidvre  ;*  and  at  last  everybody  has  nm  to  see  if  there 
was  a  hare  or  noi"  This  I  have  known  to  be  a  very  just  remark, 
twice  at  least  in  my  memory ;  foxmarly,  on  the  Maniage  Act,  and 
the  Bill  of  Rq;ency  in  1761 ;  and  now  it  tallies  to  the  occasion,  as 
if  drawn  from  it 

The  Sing's  late  illness,  and  the  precariousness  of  his  health, 
natarally  pointed  to  a  provision  for  a  B^gency ;  but  many  secret 
causes  seem  to  impede  the  necessary  steps.  The  propriety  of  the 
Queen  being  Begent  was  combated  by  the  jealousy  such  a  deda- 
ration  might  give  the  Princess ;  and  the  known  and  almost  avowed 
hatred  between  Lord  Bute  and  the  present  Ministry,  made  both 

^  ImImUa  d«  Joiighc^  a  Dutchwonmiii^WAiiroiJk 
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ndes  aveiBe  to  fiie  meamire.  They  hoped  to  seoore  their  poireif  if 
the  Eiiig  ahould  die  without  such  a  proriaion ;  and  he  ooald  not 
wish  to  dedare  a  oonndl  of  regency,  which  would  eiiher  oonfirm  his 
enemies  in  their  station  or  oblige  him  to  remoTO  them  immediatelyi 
to  which  the  irreeolntion  of  his  nature,  and  the  dilficalijr  of  supply- 
mg  their  places,  did  not  incline  him ;  for  the  Scotch  he  did  not  dare 
to  bring  more  forward.  The  Tories  are  too  contemptible  to  be 
raised,  and  the  Opposition  seem  more  hostile  to  him  than  to  the 
Ministera.  The  measure  was,  howerer,  so  pressed  upon  him  that 
he  yielded,  and  the  King  himself  notified  his  intention  to  the 
Oabinet-council,  of  which  the  five  chieftains  were  in  strict  union, 
that  is,  the  Chancellor  [Nortbington],  the  Duke  of  Bedford^ 
Grenrille,  and  the  two  Secretaries  [Sandwich  and  HaU&x].  Judge 
of  their  surprise,  in  tins  situation  of  things,  when  they  learned  that 
the  Begent  was  to  be  reserved,  in  pettOy  to  the  Singes  secret  nomi- 
nation ;  that  amp  one  of  the  Royal  Family  might  be  the  person ; 
and  that  the  King's  four  brothers  and  undo  were  to  be  left  out  of 
the  Council,  but  with  a  civil  intimation  that  feur  of  the  five  might 
be  admitted  by  the  four  nominations  which  (he  Ejng  had  reserved 
to  himself  as  his  GhrandfiEtflier  had  done.  Nothing  could  have  been 
devised  less  palatable  to  the  princes,  to  the  mimsten,  or  to  the 
people.  From  the  first  band,  however,  there  were  heard  few  mux^ 
murs  except  from  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who  determined  in 
person  to  oppose  the  BilL  The  people,  who  have  little  affection  for 
any  one  person  concerned,  waited  both  for  the  event  and  its  conse- 
quences with  mudi  indifference ;  and  though  egged  on  a  little  by 
some  of  the  Opposition,  and  more  by  the  Administration,  have  taken 
little  or  no  part  in  the  aflEEor.  But  the  IGnisters  have  not  been  so 
neutral.  Their  first  step  was,  to  be  disgusted;  their  next,  to 
swallow  their  disgusts,  and  keep  their  places.  Then  they  grumbled, 
and  prevailed  to  have  the  Queen's  name  inserted,  though  merely  as 
one  tiiat  might  be  Begent.  Then  came  the  Bill  itself  in  the  House 
of  Lords.  There  Lord  Lyttelton  moved  to  address  the  Ejng  to 
name  the  person  he  would  recommend  for  Begent ;  but  the  motion 
was  rejected  by  a  great  majority,  after  Lord  Temple  and  eight  more 
lords  had  divided  against  the  whole  BQl  (after  which  Lord  Temple 
attended  it  no  more).  I  should  have  told  you,  that  after  the  Bill  had 
been  read  the  first  time,  the  King  gave  up  the  four  secret  nomi- 
natioDs,  and  recommended  the  five  Princes,  reserring  only  a  power 
of  filling  up  their  places,  if  any  of  them  should  die,  by  a  secret  act 
On  this  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  went  to  Newmarket 
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Qa  the  aeoond  leadiiigy  a  doubt  was  started  wbeliher  the 
Dowager  is  of  the  Boyal  Family.  The  Ghanoellor,  who  had  heon 
of  the  coatrary  opinion  in  oonncol,  deolared  she  was ;  Lord  Mans- 
fieldy  who  had  in  council  agreed  with  the  Chanoellor,  would  not  tell 
his  opinion  in  the  house,  and  absented  hifnuelf.  In  fliis  imoertaiiitf , 
the  Dnke  of  Biohmond  proposed  to  insert  the  name  of  the  PrinoeeB 
in  the  Bill ;  but  the  motion  was  rejected.  The  very  next  day,  to 
the  astonishment  of  mankind^  Lord  KahTax/  by  the  King's  aider, 
as  was  understood,  moved  the  speoifio  words  of  the  Duke  of  Bidi- 
mcnd  (which,  I  should  have  mentioned,  restrained  (he  pecaons 
capable  of  being  B^gent  to  die  Princess  and  Hie  desoendanis  of 
the  late  King,  resident  in  England),  singly  omitting  tbe  Princess 
of  Wales — and  it  passed.  The  consternation  of  the  Prinoeas'a  and 
liord  Bute's  friends  soon  informed  the  world  how  little  they 
approved,  or  had  been  acquainted  with,  a  stroke  that  stigmaiiaed 
the  Sing's  mother  by  Act  of  Parliament !  The  truth  I  bdieve  ia^ 
that  the  Dnke  of  Bedford  and  the  two  Secretaries  had  soipiised  He 
King  into  an  acquiescence  with  this  most  indecent  and  outrageous 
measure,  and  had  not  given  him  time  to  consider,  communicate^  or 
retract  iL 

From  the  Lords  then  came  the  BiU  to  us.  In  the  mean  time  Mr. 
Pitt,  who  has  not  once  honoured  us  with  his  presence  this  session, 
and  who  was  announced  as  a  determined  opposer  of  flie  whole  Bill, 
was  opportonely  seized  with  a  fit  of  the  gout — and  probably  waits 
the  event  of  this  amariug  oonfdsion*  Men  of  common  sense  con- 
cluded, that  when  so  popular  a  point  was  gained,  the  Bill  would  ran 
its  course  without  interruption :  but  my  friends,*  who  are  not  ezqoi- 
site  in  distJngnisbing  between  little  objects  and  great,  and  who  did 
not  see,  what  every  mortal  else  saw,  the  dismiion  between  the  Court 
and  the  Administration,  and  transported  at  being  delivered  from 
their  apprehensions  of  being  checked  or  traversed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  who 
will  not  connect  with  ihem,  went  on  haggling  about,  and  squabbling 
for  or  against  every  trifle  ui  the  Bill,  and  succeeding  in  none*    Those 

'  Lord  Hslifio,  aad  aoffl«  nld  Lord  Sandwioh  too,  veat  aaddeolj  lo  Um  Qneeft'i 
Home,  and  taking  the  King  bj  luprise,  told  him  tbat  the  Home  of  Commom  would 
certainly  ezelnde  (he  Prinoeie  Dowager  from  the  bill,  which  would  be  aoeh  a  diMgoM, 
thai  hie  lli^esty  had  better  propoae  himaelf  to  omit  her  name.  Heoonaented ;  aad 
Lord  Halifia  drore  ae  fiwt  as  poeaible  to  the  Home  of  Loid%  where  Teiy  few  wen 
yet  aisembledy  and  made  the  motion,  whispering,  thai  it  was  1^  his  Mijesty's  ooa- 
mand,and  then  immediately  moved  to  aiyoam  the  hoose.  before  any  of  the  FriaoMi'i 
and  Lord  Bata*s  friends  were  airiTed. — Waltoia 

*  The  Opposition.— WaiiToul 
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rery  impediments^  like  a  tonistile  which  hinders  yon,  bat  does  not 
stop  yon,  gave  time  to  the  Oonrt  to  rally  their  spirits  and  assume 
their  indignation ;  the  oonseqnenoe  of  which  was,  that  the  Tories 
actoally  moyed  to  reinstate  the  name  of  the  Princess.  Nor  were 
the  Ministers  idle ;  but  by  every  gross  art  and  encouragement  plied 
the  Opposition  to  reject  the  motion^  giving  them  room  to  expect 
their  support  The  Duke  of  Cumberland's  resentment,  flie  Duke  of 
Newcastle's  folly,  and  the  violence  of  some  of  the  young  men,  joined 
in  this  senseless  and  provoking  insult :  but  the  greater  part,  firam 
^mwillingness  to  make  themselyes  desperate,  from  more  temper,  or 
from  more  experience,  or  from  a  sensible  desire  of  widening  and 
profiting  by  so  unexpected  a  breach,  refused  to  concur  in  this 
phrenqr ;  accordingly  the  motion  passed,  with  slight  opposition  and 
no  division — yet  the  next  day,  on  the  report,  the  Duke  of  Bedford's 
friends  openly,  and  Gbenville  more  covertly,  drew  the  senseless 
zealots  into  a  division,  which  at  last  proved  but  39  to  169 :  the 
Duke  of  Bedford's  friends  retiring  rather  than  vote  for  the 
Princess. 

Still  flie  great  difficulty  remained,  to  make  the  Lords  eat  their 
words, — but  it  proved  no  difficulty  at  all.  Sandwich  moved  to 
agree  to  our  amendment,  and  Bedford  and  Halifax  sat  silent,  the 
latter  making  the  most  abject  and  contemptible  figure  one  can 
conceive. 

Well  1  I  have  contrived  to  crowd  this  transaction,  so  fruitful  of 
events  and  revolutions,  into  one  sheet  of  paper.  You  wOl  be  curious 
to  know  the  consequences ;  and  so  am  I ;  yet  I  much  question 
whether  any  material  will  follow.  If  they  do  not,  the  Oi^)08ition 
may  thank  themselves.  Lord  Bute  may  affect  to  be  satii^ed  with 
having  set  aside  a  mark,  that  will  remain  indelible ;  and  the  mean 
part  the  Ministers  have  acted,  may  make  him  think  he  can  nowhere 
find  tools  who  will  submit  to  greater  indignities.  If  he  doubts  tiie 
Sing's  life,  he  may  fear  to  show  his  resentment.  Yet  the  affit)nt  is 
so  glaring,  while  at  least  Lord  Halifax  remains  unpunished,  that  one 
can  scarce  conceive  no  vengeance  being  exerdsed.  Still  it  remains 
to  be  seen  if  Mr.  Pitt  will  not  once  more  be  sent  for.  Bos  terms  may 
be  high,  and  yet  surely  it  is  worth  while  to  grant  any !  But  I  will 
reason  no  farther,— remember  this  letter  \a  for  no  eye  but  your  own. 

Mr.  Stanley,  who  has  negotiated  so  much  at  Paris,  where  he  is  in 
the  highest  vogue,  has  desired  me  to  give  him  a  letter  to  you,  as  he 
is  going  to  Italy  for  the  summer.  I  am  very  well  acquainted  with 
him,  but  have  no  friendship ;  yet  I  should  wish  you  to  be  particularly 
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attenliye  to  him^  axid  finr  yoor  own  sflke.  He  has  yerj  good  paits^ 
mnch  knowledge,  andgood-fareedingy  but  hk  maiuier  la  not  agreeable. 
I  only  warn  yon  to  be  upon  your  guard :  don't  talk  of  me  more  tlian 
is  necessary,  nor  of  politics  more  than  yon  can  help.  In  these  dis- 
tractumsy  I  do  not  know  which  way  he  partionlarly  leans,  and  yon 
had  better  seem  willing  to  be  infimned  by  him,  than  already 
instmcted. 

The  papers  tell  me  your  nefihew  and  Lady  Lucy  are  mairied*  on 
which  I  congratulate  you ;  but  I  know  no  more  of  ii  Lideed,  as 
I  told  you  in  the  outset,  all  my  late  ideas  have  been  absorbed  in 
politics — not  to  get  deeper  into  them,  but  to  spy  an  opportunity  of 
retreating:  it  is  terrible  to  haye  to  do  with  many  fi)ol8,  and  not  with 
enough !    Adieu  1 


aSiL    TO  THS  SABL  OF  HBRTFOBD. 

ArimgUm  Stred,  Momdoj/  etmrng,  MoffO,  17M. 

I SOABGB  know  ^ere  to  begin,  and  I  am  sure  not  where  I  shall 
end.  I  had  com&rted  myself  with  getting  over  all  my  difficulties : 
my  friends  opened  their  eyes,  and  were  ready,  nay,  some  of  them 
eager,  to  list  under  Mr.  Pitt ;  for  I  must  tell  you,  that  by  a  fsttal 
precipitation,*  the  Sing, — ^when  his  Mimsters  went  to  him  last 
Thursday,  161h,  to  receive  his  commands  for  his  speech  at  the  end 
of  tibe  session,  which  was  to  haye  been  the  day  after  to-morrow,  the 
22nd, — forbad  the  Parliament  to  be  prorogued,  which  he  said  he 
would  only  haye  adjourned :  they  were  thunderstruck,  and  asked  if 
he  intended  to  make  any  change  in  his  Administration  ?  he  replied, 
certainly ;  he  could  not  bear  it  as  it  was.  His  unde*  was  sent  for, 
was  ordered  to  form  a  new  administration,  and  treat  with  Mr.  Pitt 


1  Thiftmiistaieia,  that  the  King  aetedii^iadieioaaly  in  iimoimciiig^ 
his  intention  to  dumge  them  before  he  had  ananged  who  were  to  be  their 
In  a  letter  ofMr.Buke  to  Mr.  Flood,  dated  18th  Kaj  1766,  he  thnastatea  hie  liev 
of  the  political  proapect  of  this  period :— "  There  is  a  strong  probabilit j  that  new 
men  will  come  in,  and  not  improbably  with  new  ideas;  at  this  Terj  instant,  the 
eanses  prodvcttre  of  sodi  a  change  are  strom^  at  work.  The  Begenoj  BiU  has 
shown  Boek  a  want  of  concert  and  want  of  capadty  in  Xinistezs— snch  an  inattention 
to  the  honour  of  the  Crown,  if  not  a  design  againti  it — such  impodtion  and  suspicion 
upon  the  King,  and  sndi  a  misrepresentation  of  the  disposition  of  PfeiUament  to  the 
Sovoelgtt,  that  then  is  no  doobt  a  fixed  resolntion  to  get  rid  of  them  all,  (except^ 
parhapo,  OranYille,)  bat  piindpally  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  So  that  yon  wffl  haTs 
more  reason  to  be  surprised  tofindtheMinistiy  standing  by  the  end  of  the  next  week 
than  to  hear  of  their  entire  remenJ."— iVior^s  J^fe  ^Bmie,  p^  SI.— Cioun. 

'  The  Duke  of  Cumberbad.— Caoan. 
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This  negotiation  proceeded  for  four  days,  and  got  wind  in  two.  The 
town,  more  aocommodatmg  than  Mr.  Pitt,  settled  Ihe  whole  list  of 
employments.  The  fiuolities^  however,  were  so  few,  that  yesterday 
the  Hero  of  Gulloden  went  down  in  person  to  the  Conqueror  of 
America,  at  Hayes,  and  though  tendering  almost  carte  blanehe, — 
blanehmme  for  tiie  constitution,  and  little  short  of  it  for  the  whole 
red'-hook  of  places, — brought  back  nothing  but  a  flat  refusal.*  Words 
cannot  paint  the  confusion  into  which  everythiog  is  thrown.  Thefour 
ministers,  I  mean  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  GrenYiUe,  and  the  two 
Secretaries,  acquainted  tiiieir  master  yestraday,  that  Ihey  adhere  to 
one  another,  and  shall  all  resign  to-numow,  and,  perhaps,  must  be 
recalled  on  Wednesday, — must  have  a  carU  noire,  not  bkmeke,  and 
will  certainly  not  expect  any  stipulations  to  be  offiared  for  the  coiiflti* 
tution,  by  no  means  the  object  of  their  care  1 

You  are  not  likely  to  tell  in  Gatii,  nor  publish  in  Ascalon,  the 
alternative  of  humiliation  to  which  the  drown  is  reduced.  But^  alast 
this  is  fiur  from  being  the  lightest  evil  to  which  we  are  at  the  eve  of 
being  exposed.  I  mentioned  the  mob  of  weavers  which  had  besieged 
the  Parliament,  and  attacked  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  and  I  thought 
no  more  of  it ;  but  on  Friday,  a  well  diaoiplined,  and,  I  fear,  too 
well  conducted  a  multitude,  repaired  again  to  Westminster  with  red 
and  blade  flags ;  the  House  of  Lords,  where  not  thirty  were  present, 
acted  with  no  spirit ; — examined  Justice  Fielding,  said  the  magis- 
trates, and  adjourned  till  to-day.  At  seven  that  evening,  a  pro- 
digious multitude  assaulted  Bedford-house,  and  began  to  pull  down 
the  walls,  and  another  party  surrounded  the  garden,  where  there 
were  but  fifty  men  on  guard,  and  had  forced  their  way,  if  another 
party  of  Gbards  that  had  been  sent  for  had  arrived  five  minutes 
later.  At  last,  after  reading  the  proclamation,  the  gates  of  tiie 
court  were  thrown  open,  and  sixty  fDot-soldiers  marched  out ;  the 
mob  fled,  but,  being  met  by  a  party  of  horse,  were  much  cut  and 
trampled,  but  no  lives  lost  Lady  Tavistock,  and  everything  valu- 
able in  the  house,  have  been  sent  out  of  town.  On  Saturday,  all 
was  pretty  quiet ;  the  Duchess  was  blooded,  and  everybody  went  to 
visit  theoL  I  hesitated,  being  afraid  of  an  air  of  triumph ;  however, 
lest  it  should  be  construed  the  other  way,  I  went  last  night  at  eight 
o'clock ;  in  the  square  I  found  a  great  multitude,  not  of  Weavers, 
but  seemingly  of  Sunday-passeugers.     At  the  gate  guarded  by 

1  TUb  ii  not  quite  eocnet  Compsre  the  Duke  of  Camberland'i  own  written 
fitttement^  printed  by  Loid  Albenurla  in  hie '  Memoin  of  the  Hvqnii  of  Rockingham,' 
ToL  L  pp.  186—208*    The  meeting  nt  Hajee  wu  on  Snndny.  ICay  12. — CumuoHAiL 
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grenadierSy  I  femid  so  laige  a  throngs  that  I  had  not  only  difficulty 
to  make  my  way,  fhongli  in  my  chaziot,  but  was  hissed  and  pelted; 
and  in  two  minutes  after,  the  g^ass  of  Lady  Grosyenor^s  ooaidi  was 
broken,  as  those  of  Lady  Ocnk^s  ohair  were  entirely  demolidied 
afterwards.  I  fbond  Bedford-house  a  perfect  garrison,  sustaining  a 
siege,  the  oourt  fall  of  horse-guards,  oonstables,  and  gentiemfin.  I 
told  the  Bake,  that^  however  I  might  happen  to  difEor  with  him  in 
politios,  this  was  a  common  cause,  and  that  everybody  mnsi  feel 
equal  indignation  at  it.  Li  the  mean  time  the  mob  grew  so  liotons^ 
fliat  they  were  forced  to  make  both  horse  and  foot  parade  the  square 
before  Ihe  tumult  was  dispersed. 

To-morrow  we  erpect  much  worse.    The  Weayers  have  declaied 
they  will  come  down  to  Ihe  House  of  Lords  for  redress,  which  tliej 
say  Ihey  have  been  promised.    A  body  of  five  hundred  sailors  were 
on  the  road  from  Portsmouth  to  join  them,  but  luckily  the  Admiralty 
had  notice  of  their  intention,  and  stopped  them.*    A  large  body  <^ 
Weavers  are  on  the  road  from  Norwich,  and  it  is  said  have  been 
joined  by  numbers  in  Essex ;  guards  are  posted  to  prevent^  if  pos- 
sible, their  approaching  the  city.    Another  troop  of  manuiwctarffls 
are  coming  from  Manchester ;  and  what  is  worst  of  all,  there  is  soch 
a  general  spirit  of  mutiny  and  dissatisfaction  in  the  lower  people, 
that  I  think  we  are  in  danger  of  a  rebellion  in  the  heart  of  the  capital 
in  a  week.    Li  the  mean  time,  there  is  neither  administnUion  nor 
government    The  King  is  out  of  town,  and  this  is  the  crisis  in  which 
Mr.  Pitt,  who  could  stop  every  evil,  chooses  to  be  more  unieasonaUe 
than  ever.' 

Mr.  Orawford,*  whom  you  have  seen  at  the  Duchess  of  Grafton's^ 
carries  this,  or  I  should  not  venture  being  so  ezpUcii  Wherever 
the  storm  may  break  out  at  firsts  I  think  Lord  Bute  cannot  escape 
his  share  of  it.    The  Bedferds  may  triumph  over  him,  the  Princess^ 

*  We  find  nowhere  elie  tnj  tnee  of  tliis  pretended  mniinj  of  tlie  nilon ;  it 
was,  probably, »  fiJaehood  intented  by  the  dieeffeoted  to  keep  np  the  ^liiite  of  the 
rioten. — Oboudu 

*  The  letter  of  Mr.  Buke,  before  allnded  to,  deeoribee  in  »  striking  manner  Mr. 
Pitt's  eondnet  at  this  eriiis: — ^"Nothing  bat  an  intractable  temper  in  yoor  friesd 
Pitt  can  prerent  a  most  admirable  and  Usting  lystem  from  being  pat  together,  and 
this  crisis  will  show  whether  pride  or  patiiot&ui  be  predominant  in  Us  duunscter ;  for, 
70a  may  be  assored,  he  has  it  now  in  his  power  to  come  into  the  serrioeofhii 
ooontry  npon  any  plan  of  politics  he  may  choose  to  dictate,  with  great  and  honoor 
able  terms  to  himself,  and  ereiy  friend  he  has  in  the  world,  and  with  each  a  strength 
of  power  as  will  be  eqnal  to  anything  bat  abeolate  despoUsm  orer  King  and 
kingdom.  A  few  days  will  ahow  whether  he  will  take  this  paxt^  or  oontinae  on  bii 
back  at  Hayes,  talking  ftistiaa  1*  PHm^m  Life  <2r  Airfe.-OBoan. 

'  James  Crawford,  of  Aachinames  in  Benfrvwihixe^  the  correspondent  of  Haas 
and  (as  we  shall  see  for  the  first  time)  of  Walpole«— OvraiaeBAV. 
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and  stQl  higher,  if  fhey  are  foitonate  enough  to  aroid  the  preeent 
ugly  appearanoes ;  and  yet  how  the  load  of  odium  inll  be  increased, 
if  they  retain  to  power  I  One  oanname  nuuDiy  in  whose  siioation  one 
-would  not  be, — not  one  who  is  not  sitoated  unpleasantly. 

Adieu  1  my  dear  lord ;  you  shall  hear  as  often  as  I  can  find  a 
oonyeyanoe ;  but  these  are  not  topics  for  the  post  I  Poor  Mrs.  Eits- 
roy  has  lost  her  eldest  girL  I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  the  young  Duke 
of  Deronshire  goes  to  Court  to-morrow.    Yours  ever. 

I  am  forced  to  send  you  journals  rather  than  letters.  Mr.  draw- 
ford,  who  was  to  carry  this,  has  put  off  his  journey  till  Saturday,  and 
I  choose  rather  to  defer  my  despatch  than  trust  it  to  Ghierchy's 
oouiier,  though  he  offered  me  that  conyeyance  yesterday,  but  it  is  too 
serious  to  yenture  to  their  inspection. 

Such  precautions  hare  been  taken,  and  so  many  troops  brought 

into  town,  that  there  has  been  no  rising,  though  Ihe  Sheri£b  of 

London  acquainted  the  Lords  on  Monday  that  a  very  formidable  one 

was  preparing  for  fire  o'dodk  flie  next  morning.    There  was  another 

tumult,  indeed,  at  three  o'clock  yesterday,  at  Bedford-house,  but  it 

was  dispersed  by  reading  the  Biot  Act    Li  the  mean  time,  the 

reyolution  has  tiuned  round  again.    The  Ministers  desired  the  King 

to  conmiission  Lord  Granby,  the  Duke  of  Bichmond,  and  Lord 

Waldegrare,  to  suppress  the  riots,  which,  in  truth,  was  little  short 

of  asking  for  the  power  of  the  sword  against  himself.    On  this,  his 

Majesty  determined  to  name  the  Duke  of  Oumberland  Captain- 

Gtoneral;  but  the  tranquilUty  of  the  rioters  happily  gave  H.  B.  H. 

occasion  to  persuade  the  King  to  suspend  that  resolution.    Thank 

Gbd  I    Erom  deven  o'clock  yesterday,  when  I  heard  it,  till  nine  at 

nighty  when  I  learned  that  the  resolution  had  dropped,  I  think  I 

nerer  passed  such  anxious  hours !  nay,  I  heard  it  was  done,  and 

looked  upon  the  ciyil  war  as  commenced.    During  these  eyents,  the 

Duke  was  endeayouring  to  form  a  Ministry,  but,  luckily,  nobody 

would  undertake  it  when  Mr.  Pitt  had  refused ;  so  the  Eing  is 

reduced  to  the  mortification,  and  it  is  extreme,  of  taking  his  old 

Ministers  again.     They  are  insolent  enough,  you   may  belieye; 

Grenyille  has  treated  his  Master  in  the  most  impertinent  manner, 

and  fliey  are  now  actually  digesting  the  terms  tiiat  they  mean  to 

impose  on  their  captiye,  and  Lord  Bute  is  the  chief  object  of  their 

rage;  though  I  think  Lord  Holland  will  not  escape,  nor  Lord 

Northumberland,  whom  they  treat  as  an  encourager  of  the  rioters. 
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BoCh  he  and  my  lady  went  on  Monday  night  to  Bedfivd-hoofle,  and 
were  reoeiyed  with  every  mark  of  insnlV  The  Doke  tamed  Ids  bw^ 
on  the  Earl,  without  speaking  to  him*  and  he  was  kept  fltaadiBg  an 
honr  exposed  to  all  their  raiDery.  Still  I  have  a  more  ejttnmnlinaiy 
event  to  tell  yon  than  all  I  have  related.  Lord  Temple  and  Geoige 
Gh*enville  were  reooncQed  yesterday  morning,  hy  the  interventioii  of 
Angnstos  Hervey ;  and,  perhaps,  Ihe  next  thing  yon  will  hear,  m^ 
be,  that  Lord  l^ple  is  sent  by  (his  Ministry  to  Irelaad,  though 
Lord  Weymouth  is  again  muoh  talked  of  for  it 

The  report  of  Norwich  and  Manchester  weavers  on  flie  road  is 
now  doubted.  If  Lord  Bute  is  banished,  I  siqipose  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  will  become  Ihe  hero  of  this  very  mob,  and  every  act  dl 
power  which  they  [the  Ministers]  have  executed,  let  who  will  hare 
been  the  adviser,  will  be  forgotten.  It  will  be  entertaining  to  see 
Lord  Temple  supporting  Lord  Halifiu:  on  general  Wairanta  I 

You  have  more  fiian  once  seen  your  old  master  [Geo(rge  II.] 
reduced  to  surrender  up  his  closet  to  a  cabal — but  never  wift  each 
cixcamstances  of  insult,  indignity,  and  humiliation !    For  oar  Utde 
party,  it  is  more  humble  than  ever.    Still  I  prefisr  that  state  toirtiat 
I  dread;  I  mean,  seeing  your  brother  embarked  in  a  desperate 
administration.    It  was  proposed  first  to  make  him  Secretaiy  at 
War,  then  Secretary  of  Stete,  but  he  declined  both.  Yet  I  tremUed, 
lest  he  should  think  himself  bound  in  honour  to  obey  the  oommands 
of  flie  Sing  and  Dnke  of  Onmberland ;  but,  to  my  great  joy,  that 
alarm  is  over,  unless  the  triumphant  &ction  exact  more  tiian  the 
King  can  possibly  snffer.    It  will  rejoice  jou,  however,  my  dear 
lord,  to  hear  that  Mr.  Oonway  is  pezfectly  restored  to  the  King's 
£Eivour ;  and  that  if  he  continues  in  opposition,  it  will  not  be  against 
the  King,  but  a  most  abominable  fiEurfion,  who,  having  raged  against 
the  constitution  and  their  country  to  pay  court  to  Lord  Bute,  have 
even  thrown  off  that  paltry  mask,  and  avowedly  hoisted  the  standard 
of  their  own  power.    1^  the  King  has  signed  their  demand^  one 
cannot  look  upon  this  scene  as  dosed. 

You  will  think,  my  dear  lord,  and  it  is  natoral  you  should,  that  I 
write  my  letters  at  once,  and  compose  one  part  with  my  prophecies, 
and  the  other  with  the  completion  of  them ;  but  you  must  recollect 
that  I  understand  this  country  pretty  well, — attend  closely  to  what 
passes, — have  very  good  intelligence, — and  know  the  characters  of 

>  ykom  tli«  fionily,  not  from  tho  riotos.— Oaoi 
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ihe  actors  fliorov^y.  A  Utile  sagadty  added  to  snoh  foundatum, 
easily  carries  one's  sight  a  good  iray ;  bat  you  i?ill  care  for  my  nar« 
catiTe  more  than  my  ledeotioiis,  so  I  proooed. 

On  Wednesday,  the  Mmisters  dictated  their  terms ;  you  will  not 
es^^ect  muoih  moderation,  and,  accordingly,  there  was  not  a  grain : 
ihey  demanded  a  royal  promise  of  nerer  consulting  Lord  Bute ; 
secondly,  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Mekinsy  from  the  direction  of  Soot- 
land  ;  thirdly,  and  lastly,  for  they  could  go  no  further,  the  Grown 
itself—or,  in  their  words,  the  immediate  nomination  of  Lord  Granby 
to  be  Captain-GtoneraL  You  may  figure  the  King's  indignation — 
for  himself,  for  his  fitvourite,  for  his  undo.  Li  my  own  opinion,  the 
proposal  of  grounds  for  taxing  his  Majesiy  himself  hereafter  with 
brraldng  his  word,'  was  the  bitterest  affiont  of  alL  He  expressed 
his  anger  and  astonishment,  and  bade  them  return  at  ten  at  night 
for  his  answer ;  but,  before  that,  he  sent  the  Chancellor  to  the  junto, 
consenting  to  dispboe  Mekinsy,'  refusing  to  promise  not  to  consult 
Lord  Bute^  thou^  acquiescing  to  his  not  interfering  in  busmess,  but 
with  a  peremptory  refosal  to  the  article  of  Lord  Granby.  The  rebels 
took  tin  next  morning  to  adTise  on  tiieir  answer ;  when  they  gave 
up  the  point  of  Lord  Granby,  and  contented  themselyes  with  the 
modification  on  the  chapter  of  Lord  Bute.  However,  not  to  be  too 
complimentary,  they  demanded  Mackenzie's  place  fox  Lord  Lorn,* 


s  TUiaUndM  io  the  required  pramlee  not  to  eonmih  Lnd  Bvli.--<fio] 
*  The  IbUoi^oig  li  from  Mr.  Stiuuri  MAckensLe't  ovn  aooonni  of  his  remanl,  in  Um 
MitcheU  HSS. :—"  They  demanded  certain  ierma,  without  which  thej  declined 
coming  In ;  the  principal  of  which  waa,  that  I  should  he  dismlMed  from  the  adminia- 
tratian  of  the  aflUn  of  Boothmd,  and  likewise  from  the  office  of  priTj-seaL  Hia 
imesty  aasweredy  that  as  to  the  fixat,  it  would  he  no  great  punishment,  he  belieyed 
to  me,  as  I  had  nerer  heen  Tery  fond  of  the  employment ;  but  as  to  the  second,  I  had 
Us  promise  to  continue  it  for  llfb.  GrenTille  replied  to  this  purpose :  *  In  that  case. 
Sir,  we  must  decline  ooming  in.'— 'ISTo,'  says  the  King,  *  I  will  not,  on  that  aeoounli, 

fut  the  whole  kingdom  in  confusion,  and  leaTC  it  without  a  goyemment  at  all ;  hut 
will  teU  you  how  that  matter  stands,— that  he  haa  my  royal  word  to  continue  in  the 
oAce ;  and  if  yon  force  me^  from  the  situation  of  things,  to  riolate  my  royal  word, 
remember  you  are  responsible  for  it,  and  not  L'  Upon  that  reiy  solemn  chazge, 
Qfeuyflle  answeied, '  Sb,  we  must  make  some  arrangement  for  M%  Mackenzie.'  ^e 
King  answered,  *  11 1  know  anything  of  him,  hewill  giye  himself  reiy  little  trouble 
about  your  anrangements  for  him.'  Hii  Mijesty  afterwards  sent  for  me  to  his  closet, 
where  I  was  a  Teiy  considerable  time  with  1dm ;  and  if  it  were  possible  for  me  to  Iotb 
my  exeelleni  prince  now  better  than  I  erer  did  before,  I  ahonld  certainly  do  it;  for  I 
haTe  ereiy  reason  that  can  induce  a  generous  mind  to  feel  his  goodness  for  me ;  but 
such  was  his  Mijesty's  situation  at  this  time,  that,  had  he  absolutely  r^ected  my 
disminion,  he  would  hare  put  me  in  the  most  dissgreeable  situation  in  the  world ; 
and,  whal  was  of  mueh  li^jwx  eonsequene^  hs  wovid  haTe  greatly  distressed  his 
aflUrs."— WiiOHV. 

'  John,  Marquis  of  Lorn,  afterwards  fifth  Duke  of  Argyle ;  a  lieutenant^^enl  in 
the  amy :  he  was  brother  of  General  Conway's  la^y.^-Caoxn. 
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and  the  insta&t  ramoyal  of  Lord  Hdland ;  bofli  wUoh  have  been 
granted.  CShailes  Townakend  ia  Paymaater,  and  Lord  Weynumtli 
y ioeroy  of  Ireland ;  ao  Lord  Northumberland  remaina  on  iiie  paoi, 
which,  aa  there  ia  no  plaoe  vaeant  for  him,  it  waa  not  neoeasazy  to 
atipnlate.  The  Daeheaa  of  Bedford,  with  oolonrs  flying,  iaaned  out 
of  *her  ganiaon  yeeterday,  and  took  poeaeaBion  of  the  drawing-roam. 
To-day  their  Mqfetfy-Oracei  are  gone  to  Wobom;  but  aa  the 
Duchess  is  a  perfect  Methodist  against  all  saspidoua  diaractenf,  it 
is  said,  to-day,  that  Lord  Talbot  is  to  be  added  to  the  list  of  pro- 
scriptions, and  now  they  think  themaelres  estaUiahed  for  ever. — 
Bo  they  so  P 

Lord  Temple  dedarea  himself  the  warmest  friend  of  the  pro 
sent  Administration ; — there  is  a  mystery  still  to  be  oleazed  up, — 
and,  perhaps,  a  little  to  the  mortification  of  Bedferd-hooae. — -We 
shall  see. 

The  Duke  of  Comberland  is  retired  to  Windsor:  your  brofiier 
gone  to  Park-place :  I  go  to  Strawbenry  to-morrow,  lest  po^e 
should  not  think  me  a  great  man  too.  I  don't  knowwhether  I  ahall 
not  even  think  it  necessary  to  order  myself  a  fit  of  the  goui' 

I  have  receiyed  your  short  letter  of  flie  16th,  with  tlie  memorial 
of  the   fionily  of  Brebeuf ;  —  now  my  head  will  have  a  little 
leisure,  I  will  examine  it,  and  see  if  I  can  do  anytfaxog  in  the  affidr. 
In  that  letter  you  say,  you  have  been  a  month  without  bearing 
from  any  of  your  friends.    I  little  expected  to  be  taxed  on  tbat 
head:  I  have  written  you  volumes  almost  every  day;  my  last 
dates  have  been  of  April  11th,  20ih,  May  5th,  12th,  and  16tL    I 
beg  you  win  look  over  them,  and  send  me  word  exactly,  and  I  beg 
you  not  to  omit  it,  whether  any  of  these  are  missing.    Three  <^ 
them  I  trusted  to  Guerohy,  but  took  care  they  should  contain 
nothing  which  it  signified  whether  seen  or  not  on  fother  side  of 
the  water,  though  I  did  not  care  they  should  be  perused  on  this. 
I  had  the  caution  not  to  let  him  have  this,  tiiough;  by  the  eagerness 
with  which  he  pro£Eered  both  to-day  and  yesterday,  to  send  any- 
thing by  his  couriers,  I  suspected  be  wished  to  help  them  to  better 
inteUigenoe  than  he  could  give  them  himself.    He  even  told  me  he 
ahould  have  another  courier  depart  on  Tuesday  next;  but  I  excused 
myself,  on  pretence  of  having  too  much  to  write  at  once,  and  shall 
lend  this,  and  a  letter  your  brother  has  left  me,  by  Mr.  CSrawford, 
though  he  doea  not  set  out  till  Sunday;  but  you  had  better 

*  An  allniloa  to  Mr.  Pitt.— Obous. 
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wait  for  it  firom  hun,  than  from  the  Dac  de  CfhoifleiiL  Pray  oommend 
my  diBoretion — ^you  see  I  grow  a  oonsammate  politiciaii ;  but  don't  ap- 
prove of  it  too  muohy  lest  I  only  send  yon  letters  as  pmdent  as  your  own. 

Yon  may  acquaint  Lady  Holland  with  the  dismission  of  her  lord» 
if  she  has  not  heard  it,  he  being  at  Kingsgate^  Yonr  seoretaxy'  is 
likely  to  be  prime  minister  in  Ireland.  Two  months  ago  the  new 
Yioeroy  himself  was  going  to  France  for  debt,  leaving  his  mfe  and 
children  to  be  maintained  by  her  mother*. 

I  will  be  much  obliged  te  yon,  my  dear  lord,  if  yon  will  contriye 
to  pay  Lady  Stanhope  for  the  medals ;  they  cost,  I  think,  but  41. 7«., 
or  thereabout — but  I  have  lost  the  note. 

Adieu  I  here  ends  volume  the  first.  Omnia  mutantur,  9ed  non 
mutamur  in  iUk.  Ihinoees  Amelia,  who  has  a  little  veered  round 
to  north-west,  and  by  Bedford,  does  not  speak  tenderly  of  her 
brother— but  if  some  fiimilies  are  reconciled,  others  are  disuiited. 
The  Keppels  are  at  open  war  with  the  Eq)pels,  and  Lady  Mary 
Coke  weeps  with  one  eye  over  Lady  Betty  Mackemde,  and  smiles 
with  Mother  on  Lady  Dalkeith ;  *  but  the  first  eye  is  the  sincerest. 
The  Duke  of  Richmond,  in  exactly  the  same  proportion,  is  divided 
between  his  sisters,  Holland  and  Bunbury. 

Thank  you  much  for  your  kindness  about  Mr.  T.  Walpole — ^I 
have  not  had  a  moment's  time  to  see  him,  but  will  do  fiill  justice  to 
your  goodness.    Yours  ever,  H.  "W. 

Pray  remember  the  dates  of  my  letters — ^you  will  be  strangely 
puzzled  for  a  due,  if  one  of  them  has  nuscarried.  Sir  Gharles 
Bunbury  is  not  to  be  Secretary  for  Lreland,  but  Thurlow  the  lawyer :' 
they  are  to  stay  five  years  without  returning.  Lord  Lorn  has  de- 
clined, and  Lord  Frederic  Campbell  is  to  be  Lord  Privy  Seal  for 
Scotland.    Lord  Waldegrave,  they  say,  Chamberlain  to  the  Queen.  * 

'  On  the  ooaai  between  Margate  and  Bamigftte.— CunmroHAic. 

*  Sir  Chaftee  Bonbuiy,  aeeretarj  of  embatsx  at  Paria,  waa  nominAte4  aeeretaiy  to 
Lord  Weymouth,  and  held  that  office  for  about  two  montha.— Cbokkb. 

*  The  atimitened  drcnmatanoei  of  Lord  Weymouth  made  hia  nomination  Teiy 
unpopular  in  Ireland :  he  never  went  orer.^-CBoun. 

*  In  the  reeent  arrangement^  I^y  Betty'a  huaband  waa,  aa  we  hare  leen,  dia- 
miaaed  from,  and  Lady  I>idkiith*a  (Charlea  Townahend)  receded  to,  ofioe.--GBosBB. 

*  Thia  waa  a  miatakii, — Caosam. 

*  '<  The  atote  of  the  adminirtration,  aa  deacribed  in  the  foregoing  letlera  [to  Lord 
Hertford],  oould  eridently  not  laat;  and  after  the  fidlure  c^  aereral  attempta  to 
induee  Mr.  Pitt  to  take  the  goTenunent  on  tenna  which  the  King  could  grant,  the 
Duke  of  Cumberiand,  at  hia  M%|esty'a  deaire,  auooeeded  in  forming  the  Bodkingham 
adminiatratlon,  in  wUdi  General  Conway  waa  aeeretaiy  of  atate  and  leader  of  the 
Houae  of  Commona»  and  Lord  Hartford,  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland.  There  can  be 
little  doubts  thai  daring  theae  tnnaaetiona,  Kr.  Walpole  (although  he  hadin  the 

Toil.  XT.  a  a 
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AHmgkm  Anea^  Jfoy  S6, 1765»  mrI  if  My  qf  JWAl 

Mt  last  I  think  was  of  the  16th.    Smoe  that  we  have  bad  eyentB 
of  ahnost  every  sort     A  whole  admiiustration  dismissed,  taken 
again,  suspended,  confinned;  an  insanection ;  and  we  have  been 
at  the  eve  of  a  oiyil  war.    Many  thousand  Weavers  losOy  oa  a  UH 
for  their  relief  being  thrown  out  of  the  House  of  Lords  by  the  Dnka 
of  Bedford.    For  four  days  they  were  suffered  to  march  about  the 
town  with  oolonrs  displayed,  petitioning  the  King,  sorroimding  the 
House  of  Lords,  mobbing  and  wounding  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  and 
at  last  besieging  his  house,  which,  with  his  family,  was  naxiowiy 
saved  from  destruction.     At  last  it  grew  a  regular  siege  and 
blockade;  bat  by  garrisoning  it  with  horse  and  foot  liiendly, 
and  calling  in  several  regiments,  the  tumult  is  appeased.    Lord 
Bute  rashly  taking  advantage  of  this  unpopularity  of  his  flnemiffi^ 
advised  the  King  to  notify  to  his  Ministers  that  he  intended  to 
dismiss  fliem, — and  by  this  8tq>,  no  sucoedaneum  being  prepared, 
reduced  his  Majesty  to  the  alternative  of  laying  his  crown  at  fha 
foot  of  Mr.  Pit^  or  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford ;  and  as  it  proved  at 
last,  of  both.    The  Duke  of  Oumberland  was  sent  for,  and  was  sent 
to  Mr.  Pitt,  from  whom,  though  offering  almost  carte  hbmcke,  ha 
received  a  peremptory  refusaL    The  next  measure  was  to  &rm  a 
Ministry  from  the  Opposition.     "Willing  were  they,  but  timid. 
Without  Mr.  Pitt  nobody  would  engage.    The  King  was  finoed 
to  desire  his  old  Ministers  to  stay  where  they  were.    They,  who 
had  rallied  their  very  dejected  courage,  demanded  terms,  and  hard 
ones  indeed— ^>roiitm  of  never  consulting  Lord  Bute,  dismission  of 
his  brother,  and  the  appointment  of  Lord  Ghranby  to  be  Oaptain- 

Interval  a  lerere  fliof  ili«  goat)  wrote  to  Lord  H«rlfiird»  bvt  no  other  letter  of  tUi 
leiies  hie  been  dieeorerid ;  irhioh  le  the  moie  to  be  regretted,  ae  the  itete  of  peitiae 
WM  ti  that  momeiit  partleiileHj  l&tereetlag;  The  relbeal  of  Mr.  PitI  reieed  the 
Minitten  to  a  pitdi  of  eonSdenoe  (perhape  we  mlf^t  anj,  arroganee)^  whSeh,  aa  Ml 
Walpole  foroMw,  acoelented  their  fUL  So  blind  were  they  to  their  trae  iitnitloB. 
that  Mr.  Bigbj,  who  waa  aa  deep  aa  any  man  In  the  mlnlaterial  eoBnell%  writea  to  a 
pilTite  friend — '  I  nerer  thoofllitk  to  teU  yoa  the  truth,  that  we  were  In  any  danger 
from  thii  laet  political  dond.  The  Doke  ii  Ciunberiand'a  poUtkal  iTtteni,  gnlM 
npon  the  Earl  of  Bate'a  ato^  leone,  of  all  othen,  the  leaat  eapeble  of  eoeoeeding.' 
Thia  letter  waa  written  on  the  7th  of  Jn]y,aad  on  the  10th  the  new  MInietiywaf 
fonned.*— Cboxib. 
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Oeneral-— SO  soon  did  fhose  took  of  prerogatiye  talk  to  their  exalted 
soYereign  in  the  language  of  the  Parliament  to  Gharles  L 

The  King,  rather  than  resign  his  sceptre  on  the  first  sunimonQy 
detennined  to  name  his  nnde  Gaptain-GteneraL  Thos  the  oom- 
manders  at  least  were  ready  on  each  side ;  but  the  MinisteFS,  who 
by  the  Treaty  of  Paris  showed  how  little  military  glory  was  the 
object  of  their  ambition^  have  contented  themselves  with  seizing 
St.  James's  without  bloodshed.  They  gave  up  their  General,  upon 
condition  Mr.  Mackenzie'  and  Lord  Holland  were  sacrificed  to 
ihem,  andy  tacitly,  Lord  Northmnberland,*  whose  goyemment  they 
bestow  on  Lord  Weymoath  without  famishing  another  place  to  the 
early  as  was  intended  for  him.  All  this  is  granted.  Still  there  are 
inexplicable  riddles.  Li  the  height  of  negotiation^  Lord  Temple 
was  reconciled  to  his  brother  George,  and  declares  himself  a  fest 
friend  to  the  late  and  present  Ministry.  What  part  Mr.  Pitt  will 
act  is  not  yet  known — probably  not  a  hostile  one;  but  here  are  fine 
seeds  of  division  and  animosity  sown  I 

I  have  thus  in  six  words  told  you  the  matter  of  volumes.  You 
must  analyze  them  yourself,  unless  you  have  patience  to  wait  till 
the  consequences  are  the  comment.  Don't  you  recollect  veiy  similar 
passages  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Pelham,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  Lord 
Granville,  and  Mr.  Fox  ?  But  those  wounds  did  not  poietrate  so 
deep  as  these  I  Here  are  all  the  great,  and  opulent  noble  fam^K^ 
engaged  on  one  side  or  the  other.  Here  is  the  King  insulted  and 
prisoner,  his  Mother  stigmatised,  his  XTncle  afiGronted,  his  Favourite 
persecuted.  It  is  again  a  scene  of  Bohuns,  Montforts,  and 
Plantagenets. 

While  I  am  writing,  I  received  yours  of  the  4th,  containing  the 
revolutions  in  the  fabric  and  pictures  of  the  Palace  PittL*  My  dear 
sir,  make  no  excuse ;  we  each  write  what  we  have  to  write ;  and 
if  our  letters  remain,  posterity  will  read  Ihe  catastrophes  of  St 
James's  and  the  Palace  Pitti  with  equal  indifference,  however 
differently  they  affect  you  and  me  now.  For  my  part,  though  agi- 
tated like  Ludlow  or  my  Lord  COarendon  on  the  events  of  the  day, 
I  have  more  curiosity  about  Havering  in  the  Bower,  the  jointure 
house  of  ancient  royal  dowagers,  than  about  Queen  Isabella  herself. 
Mr.  Wilkes,   whom  you  mention*  will  be  still  more  interested. 


>  Brotiier  of  Lord  Bate.— Walpou. 

*  The  Loid  Korthiimb«rkiid*t  ion  wu  muried  to  Lord  Bnte't  dadslitar.— 
Waltolb. 

*  Tho  PaltM  of  tho  Qxwi  Doke  at  Floranoe.— Walpom. 
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when  he  hean  tiiat  hk  friend  Lonl  Temple  has  ahaken  hands 
with  his  foes  HalifiEUC  and  Sandwich ;  and  I  don't  believe  that  any 
amnesty  is  stipulated  for  the  exile.  Ghuiohill,  TVilkes's  poet»  nsed 
to  wish  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  attack  Mx.  Ktt  and  GhaileB 
Townshend^ — the  moment  is  oome»  bat  Chnrohill  is  gone  I  Gharies 
Townshend  has  got  Lord  Holland's  place' — and  yet  the  people 
will  again  and  again  beUeve  that  nothing  is  int^ided  but  llieir 
interest  I 

When  I  recollect  all  I  have  seen  and  known,  I  seon  to  be  as  old 
as  Methuselah :  indeed  I  was  bom  in  politics, — but  I  hope  not  to 
die  in  them.  With  all  my  ezperienoe,  these  last  five  weeks  havB 
taught  me  more  than  any  other  ten  years ;  acoording^y,  a  retreat  is 
the  whole  scope  of  my  wishes ;  but  not  yet  arrived. 

Tonr  amiable  sister,  Mrs.  Foote,  is  settled  in  town ;  I  saw  her 
last  night  at  the  Opera  with  Lady  Ailesbnry.  She  is  enehanted 
with  Manzuoli — end  yon  know  her  approbation  is  a  test,  who  has 
heard  all  the  great  singers,  learnt  of  all,  and  sings  with  as  much 
taste  as  any  of  them.    Adien ! 


985.    TO  GBOBQB  MONTAQU,  S9Q. 

Stnwburif  BiU,  May  96, 1765. 

If  one  of  the  one  hundred  events,  and  one  hnndredtii  part  of  the 
one  hundred  thousand  reports  that  have  passed,  and  been  spread 
in  this  last  month,  have  reached  your  solitaiy  hill,  yon  must  be  sur- 
prised at  not  a  single  word  fix)m  me  during  that  period.  Thenumber 
of  evente  is  my  excuse.  Though  mine  is  the  pen  of  a  pretty  ready 
writer,  I  could  not  keep  pace  with  the  revolutions  of  each  day,  each 
hour.  I  had  not  time  to  begin  the  narrative,  mudi  less  to  finish  it: 
no,  I  must  keep  the  whole  to  tell  you  at  once,  or  to  read  it  to  you, 
for  I  think  I  shall  write  the  history,  which,  let  me  teU  you,  Buddnger 
himself  could  not  have  crowded  into  a  nut-shell. 

For  your  part,  you  will  be  content  though  the  house  of  Montagu 
has  not  made  an  advantageous  figure  in  this  political  war&re ;  yet  it 
is  crowned  with  victory,  and  laurels  you  know  compensate  for  every 
soar.  Tou  went  out  of  town  fiig^tened  out  of  your  senses  at  the 
giant  prerogative :  alack  I,  he  is  grown  so  tame,  that,  as  you  said 
of  our  earthquake,  you  may  stroke  him.    George  ELI  is  the  true 

'  PliymasterofUieForeoib^WALroLi. 
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SQOoetsor  of  Gteoige  II,  and  inherits  all  his  grandfather's  hnmDi- 
ations — indeed,  they  are  attended  with  drcnmstanoes  a  little  more 
oatdng.  The  Begency-faill,  not  quite  oalonlated  with  that  intent, 
has  prodnoed  four  regents,  king  Bedford,  king  GxenyiUe,  king 
Halifax,  and  king  Twitdier  [Sandwich].  Lord  Holland  is  tamed 
ont,  and  Stoart  Maokenzie.  Gharles  Townshend  is  Paymaster, 
and  Lord  Bute  annihilated;  and  all  done  without  the  help  of 
the  Whigs.  You  lore  to  guess  what  one  is  going  to  say;  now 
you  may  guess  what  I  am  not  going  to  say.  Your  newspapers 
perhaps  have  given  you  a  long  roll  of  opposition  names,  who 
were  coming  into  place,  and  so  all  &e  world  thought ;  but  the 
wind  turned  quite  round,  and  left  them  on  the  strand,  and  just 
where  they  were,  except  in  opposition,  which  is  declared  to  be  at 
an  end.  Enigma  as  all  this  may  sound,  the  key  would  open  it  all 
to  you  in  the  twinkling  of  an  administration.  In  the  mean  time, 
we  haye  fomily  reconciliations  without  end*  The  King  and  flie 
Duke  of  Cumberland  have  been  shut  up  together  day  and  night ; 
Lord  Temple  and  G^rge  Gh:enville  are  sworn  brothers :  well,  but 
Mr.  Pitt,  where  is  he  P  In  the  clouds,  for  aught  I  know ;  in  one  of 
which  he  may  descend  like  the  kings  of  Bantam,  and  take  quiet 
possession  of  the  throne  again. 

As  a  thorough-bass  to  these  squabbles,  we  have  had  an  insurrec- 
tion and  a  si^e.  Bedford-house^  though  garrisoned  by  horse  and 
foot  guards,  was  on  the  point  of  being  taken.  The  besieged  are  in 
their  turn  triumphant;  and,  if  anybody  now  was  to  publish 
*  Droit  le  Due,'  I  do  not  think  the  House  of  Lords  would  censure 
his  book.  Indeed  the  regents  may  do  what  they  please,  and  torn 
out  whom  they  will;  I  see  nothing  to  resist  ttiem.  Lord  Bute 
wiU  not  easily  be  tempted  to  rebel  when  the  last  struggle  has  cost 
him  so  dear. 

I  am  sorry  for  some  of  my  friends,  to  whom  I  wished  more  for- 
tune. For  myself,  I  am  but  just  where  I  should  have  been  had 
they  succeeded.  It  is  satis&ction  enough  to  me  to  be  delivered 
fit)m  politics ;  which  you  know  I  have  long  detested.  When  I  was 
tranquil  enough  to  write  Castles  of  Otranto  in  the  midst  of  grave 
nonsense  and  foolish  councils  of  war,  I  am  not  likely  to  disturb 
myself  with  the  diversions  of  the  Court  where  I  am  not  connected 
with  a  soul.  As  it  has  proved  to  be  the  interest  of  the  present 
ministers,  however  contrary  to  their  former  views,  to  lower  the 
Crown,  they  will  scarce  be  in  a  huny  to  aggrandise  it  again. 
That  will  satisfy  you;   and  I,  you  know,  am  satisfied  if  I  have 
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anyfhing  to  laugb  at — ^'tis  a  Inokjr  age  fivr  a  znaa  who  is  8o  enalj 
oontented. 

The  poor  C9iate  has  had  another  rele^iee,  but  is  out  of  bed  again. 
I  am  thinlring  of  mjjowmBj  to  Fiance ;  bat^  as  Mr.  Oonway  haa  a 
mind  I  shonld  wait  for  him,  I  don't  know  wheflier  it  will  take  place 
before  the  automn.  I  will  by  no  means  releaae  you  from  your  pto- 
miae  of  making  me  a  visit  here  before  I  go. 

Poor  Mr.  Benfley,  I  doubt,  is  under  the  greatest  difficnltjea  of 
anybody.  His  poem,  whibh  he  modesily  detiyered  over  to  immor- 
talityy  must  be  eut  and  tamed;  for  Lcurd  HalxGEut  and  Losrd  Bute 
cannot  sit  in  the  same  canto  together;  then  the  honis  and  hoob 
that  he  had  bestowed  on  Lord  Temple  must  be  pared  awvy»  and 
beams  of  gloiy  distributed  over  his  whole  peraon.  'Tis  a  dangeraas 
thing  to  write  political  panegyrics  or  satixes ;  it  draws  the  unhappj 
bard  into  a  thousand  scrapes  and  contradictions.  The  edifices  and 
inscripiions  at  Stowe  should  be  a  lesson  not  to  erect  numumeDla  to 
the  living.  I  will  not  place  an  ossuarium  in  my  garden  for  my  cai^ 
before  her  bones  are  ready  to  be  placed  in  it.  I  hold  oontradio- 
tions  to  be  as  essential  to  the  definition  of  a  political  man,  as 
any  visible  or  featherless  quality  can  be  to  man  in  generaL  Good 
night  I 


I  shall  send  this  by  the  coach ;  so  whatever  comes  with  tf^  only 
to  make  bundle.  Here  are  some  lines  that  came  into  my  head  yes- 
terday in  the  post-chaisei  as  I  was  reading  in  the  '  Annual  Register' 
an  account  of  a  fomitain-tree  in  one  of  the  Canary  Islands^  irtiich 
never  dies,  and  supplies  the  inhabitants  with  water.  I  don't  war- 
rant the  longevity ;  though  the  hypostatic  union  of  a  fountain  may 
eternize  the  tree. 

In  eUmes  adntl^  where  riYen  nerer  flow. 
Where  constBiit  sani  repel  appzoaehing  mow. 
How  Kature'e  Tarions  and  inyenliTe  hand 
Can  poor  nnheaid-of  moittnre  o'er  the  land  I 
Immortal  plants  ahe  bids  on  rocks  axise» 
And  from  the  dropping  branches  streams  sapplies. 
The  thirsty  natiye  sucks  the  iUling  shower, 
Nor  asks  for  jvicj  frnit  or  blooming  flower ; 
Bat  haply  donbts,  when  travellen  maintain, 
That  Borope's  forests  melt  not  into  rain. 
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Md.    TO  GIOBGS  MONTAGU,  ISQ. 

SirawbenyHiU,  June  10, 1765.    MUvmaim^ 

I  AM  just  oome  out  of  the  gordaa  in  tiie  most  oriental  of  all  oven- 
ingB,  and  from  breathing  odonn  beyond  those  of  Axaby.  The  aoaciasy 
which  the  Arabians  have  the  sense  to  worship,  are  covered  with 
blossoms,  the  honeysncldes  dangle  from  every  tree  in  festoonsi  the 
seringas  are  thickets  of  sweets,  and  the  new-cat  hay  in  the  field 
tempers  the  balmy  gales  with  simple  freshness ;  while  a  thonsand 
sky-rockets  launched  into  the  air  at  Banelagh  or  Maiybone  illu- 
mhiate  the  scene,  and  give  it  an  air  of  Haronn  Alraschid's  paradise. 
I  was  not  quite  so  content  by  daylight;  some  IbieignerB  dined  here, 
and,  though  they  admired  our  verdure,  it  mortified  me  by  its  brown- 
ness — we  have  not  had  a  drop  of  rain  this  month  to  cool  the  tip  of 
our  daisies.  My  company  was  Lady  Lyttelton,  Lady  Schaub,  a 
Madame  de  JuUao  from  tiie  Pyreneans,  veiy  handsome,  not  a  girl^ 
and  of  Lady  Sohaub's  mould ;  the  Comte  de  Oaraman^  nephew  of 
Madame  de  Mirepoix,  a  Monsieur  de  dausonnette,  and  General 
Schouvaloff/  the  favourite  of  the  late  Gzarina ;  absolute  £Btvonrite 
for  a  dozen  years,  without  making  an  enemy.  In  truth,  he  is  very 
amiable,  humble,  and  modest  Had  he  been  ambitious,  he  might 
have  mounted  the  throne:  as  he  was  not,  you  may  imagine  they 
have  plucked  his  plumes  a  good  deaL  There  is  alittle  air  of  melan- 
choly about  him,  and,  if  I  am  not  mistakflii,  some  secret  wishes  for 
the  £a]l  of  the  present  murderess ;  which,  if  it  were  civil  to  suppose,  I 
could  heartily  join  with  him  in  hoping  for.  As  we  have  still  liberty 
enough  left  to  dazzle  a  Russian,  he  seems  charmed  with  Englandf 
and  perhaps  liked  even  this  place  the  more  as  belongLng  to  the  son 
of  one  that,  like  himself,  had  been  piime  minister.  If  he  has 
no  more  ambition  left  than  I  have,  he  must  taste  the  £alicity  of 
being  a  private  man.  What  has  Lord  Bute  gained,  but  the 
knowledge  of  how  many  ungrateful  sycophants  favour  and  power 
can  create  P 

If  you  have  received  the  pared  that  Iconsigned  to  BiohardBxown 

'  TIm  Comte  de  SchoaTaloff.  Walpole  uys,  in  ft  note  to  Madame  dv  Deffimd's 
letter  to  him  of  the  19Ui  of  April,  1766, "  11  tai  le  fiiTori,  Ton  croit  le  mari,  de  la 
Czarine  EUsabeth  de  Soaaie^  ei  pendant  dome  uie  de  fiiyeor  U  ne  ae  fit  pdnt  nn 
ennemi."— WuoHT* 
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for  jon,  you  wR  haye  found  an  explanation  of  my  long  Bpenee. 
Thiuik  yon  for  being  alarmed  for  my  healiL 

The  day  after  to-morrow  I  go  to  Fark-plaoe  for  fonr  or  fire  dmj% 
and  6oon  after  to  Goodwood.  My  Frencb.  journey  is  8t£Q  in  sua- 
pen8e ;  Lord  Hertford  talks  of  coming  over  for  a  fortnight ;  peshaps 
I  may  go  back  with  him ;  but  I  have  detennined  nothing  yat^  till  I 
see  further  into  the  present  chaos,  that  somehow  or  other  I  may  take 
my  leave  of  politics  for  ever ;  for  can  anything  be  so  wearisome  as 
pditics  on  the  account  df  others  f  Qood  nig^t  I  shall  I  not  see  yoa 
here  P    Tours  ever, 

087.    TO  THl  RIGHT  HON.  LADT  HSBYST. 

Skmoberry  HiU^  Jimt  11^  176a. 

I  AM  almost  as  much  ashamed,  Madam,  to  plead  the  true  cause  of 
my  foults  towards  your  ladyship,  as  to  have  been  guilty  of  any 
n^ect    It  is  scandalous,  at  my  age,  to  have  been  carried  baok- 
waids  and  forwards  to  balls  and  suppers  and  parties  by  very  young 
people,  as  I  was  all  last  week.    My  resolutions  of  growing  old  and 
staid  are  admirable :  I  wake  with  a  sober  plan,  and  intaid  to  pass 
the  day  with  my  Mends — ^then  comes  the  Duke  of  Bichmond,  and 
hurries  me  down  to  Whitehall  to  dinner — ^then  the  Duchess  of 
Grafton  sends  for  me  to  loo  in  Upper  Qrosyenor-street — before  I 
can  get  thither,  I  am  begged  to  step  to  Kensington,  to  give  Mrs. 
Anne  Pitt'  my  opinion  about  a  bow-window — after  the  loo,  I  am  to 
march  back  to  Whitehall  to  supper — and  after  that,  am  to  walk 
with  Miss  Pelham  on  the  terrace  tiU  two  in  the  morning,  because  it 
is  moonlight  and  her  chair  is  not  come.    All  this  does  not  help  my 
morning  laziness ;  and,  by  the  time  I  have  break&sted,  fed  my  birds 
and  my  squirrels,  and  dressed,  there  is  an  auction  ready.    In  shorty 
Madam,  this  was  my  life  last  week,  and  is  I  think  every  week,  with 
the  addition  of  forty  episodes. — ^Yet,  ridiculous  as  it  is,  I  send  it 
your  ladyship,  because  I  had  rather  you  should  laugh  at  me  than  be 
angry.    I  cannot  offend  you  in  intention,  but  I  fear  my  sins  of 
omission  are  equal  to  many  a  good  Ghristian's.    Pray  forgive  me. 
I  really,  will  begin  to  be  between  forfy  and  fifty  by  the  time  I  am 
fourscore :  and  I  truly  believe  I  shall  bring  my  resolutions  within 
compass ;  for  I  have  not  chalked  out  any  particular  business  that 

>  Hxi.  Anne  Piti  died  ai  her  house  in  Pitt  Plsce,  KemlBgion  QnTel  Piti^  os  tbe 
9ih  Feb.  1780.— CnmiiiieBAiL 
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will  take  me  above  forty  yean  more ;  so  that,  if  I  do,  not  get 
acquainted  with  the  grandchildren  of  all  the  present  age,  I  shall  lead 
a  qtiiet  sober  life  yet  before  I  die. 

As  Mr.  Bateman's'  is  the  kingdom  of  flowers,  I  must  not  wish  to 
send  yon  any ;  else.  Madam,  I  conld  load  waggons  with  aoaoias, 
honeysocklesy  and  seringas.  Madame  de  Jnliao,  who  dined  here 
yestevday,  owned  that  the  olimate  and  odonis  equalled  Langaedoe. 
I  fear  the  want  of  rain  made  the  torf  put  her  in  mind  of  it,  too. 
Monsieur  de  Garaman  entered  into  tiie  gothic  spirit  of  the  place, 
and  really  seemed  pleased,  which  was  more  than  I  expected ;  for, 
between  you  and  me,  Madam,  our  friends  the  French  have  seldom 
eyes  for  anything  they  have  not  been  used  to  see  all  their  lires. 
I  beg  my  warmest  compliments  to  your  host  and  Lord  Ilchester. 
I  wish  your  ladyship  all  pleasure  and  health,  and  am,  notwith* 
standing  my  idleness,  your  most  fidthful  and  doToted  humble 
servant 


ass.    TO  BIB  HOBAOB  MAKK. 

AHingUm  8ku^  Jwie  26, 1765. 

You  have  known  your  country,  my  dear  Sir,  in  more  perilous 
situations,  but  you  never  knew  it  in  a  more  distracted  one  in  time  of 
peace  than  it  is  in  at  present  Nor  had  I  ever  more  difficulty  to 
describe  its  position  to  you.  Times  of  party  have  their  great  out- 
lines, which  even  such  historians  as  Hollii^ished  or  Smollett  can  seize. 
But  a  season  of  faction  is  another  guess  thing.  It  depends  on  per- 
sonal characters,  intrigues,  and  minute  circumstances,  which  make 
litde  noise,  and  escape  the  eyes  of  the  generality.  The  details  are 
as  much  too  numerous  for  a  letter,  as,  when  the  moment  is  past, 
they  become  too  trifling  and  uninteresting  for  history.  I  can  only 
endeavour  to  preserve  the  thread,  but  it  is  impossible  to  develope  all 
its  windings. 

After  the  King  had  been  obliged  to  take  back  his  old  Ministers, 
the  hard  terms  they  imposed  upon  him,  added  to  their  late  insults, 
made  him  treat  them  with  the  greatest  coldness.  He  not  only 
smiled  on  the  Opposition,  but  bestowed  every  employment  that  fell 
on  the  Duke  of  Cumberland's  or  Lord  Bute's  friends.  This  situa- 
tion was  not  likely  to  last.    Accordingly,  this  day  fortnight,  the 

>  Dicky  Batemui't  at  Old  Windsor.    S«€  toL  ir.,  p.  830.— Cvmuimam. 
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Dake  of  Bedford,  in  the  name  of  hmiBelf  and  his  three  ooUeagne^' 
fmoribed  a  mmik  to  his  Majesty,  in  whioih  he  muui  detennine 
whether  he  would  take  a  new  Administration,  or  keeping  hie  old 
Ministers,  smile  on  them  and  frown  on  their  advenaxies — a  baxd 
lesson  to  a  prinoe,  whom  these  very  men  had  complimented  with  ao 
much  prerogative!    He  made  no  answer,  bat  on  the  faDowing 
Monday  sent  the  Duke  of  Grafhm  to  invite  Mr.  Pitt  to  Goozt.    He 
went,  and  in  fonr  andienoes  fomd  subh  iJMflitiefl  to  all  his  drnnandfl, 
that  a  change  was  believed  in&llible.    This  day  was  even  marked 
in  the  general  ezpeotation  as  the  era  of  a  new  Administration.     I, 
who  am  not  in  the  Ust  of  aapira9U9f  had  stayed  in  the  ooantty  till 
this  very  day,  wishing  for  the  event,  but  content  to  know  it  when  it 
happened.    When  I  arrived,  at  four  o'clock,  to  my  sorpriae  I  heard 
that  Lord  Temple,  who  was  to  have  the  Treasory,  had  been 
yesterday  with  the  King,  and  declared  he  could  not  take  it,  giving 
no  other  reason  than  that  he  had  a  deKcacjf  which  he  could  nU  aiea* 
Han,  and  which  muei  ecer  remain  a  eecret    The  extraoidinariness  of 
the  declaration,  after  Mr.  Pitt  had  gone  so  &r,  anuuses  everybody, 
thongh  this  is  the  third  negotiation  of  individually  the  same  sort 
that  has  been  broken  off  thus  abraptly.    The  mysterions  words  are 
commonly  supposed  to  allude  to  Lord  Temple's  reconciliatum  with 
his  brother ;  yet  why  he  should  not  plead  thai,  is  not  easily  solved, 
unless  he  has  connected  with  the  Duke  of  Bedford  too.    Mr.  Pitf  s 
declarations  and  conduct  seem  not  to  tally  with  such  a  league.    Li 
this  very  transaction  he  has  declared  himself  hostilely  against  the 
Duke  of  Bedford's  people ;  and  ia  an  audience  of  the  King  this 
very  mornings  expressed  himself  still  ready  to  come  in,  if  Lord 
Temple  would  —  but  it  is  an  intrigue  which  time   alcme   can 
explain. 

Thus  you  see  all  is  afloat  again.  Whether  a  new  Administratioo 
can  or  will  be  formed  without  Mr.  Pitt ;  whether  the  King  must 
submit  again  to  his  old  Ministers,  what  new  tenns  they  will  exact, 
or  whether  he  will  grant  them,  is  yet  uncertain.  Should  he  bend  to 
all  they  demand,  it  can  but  aggravate  the  wound,  not  dose  it 
Consequently  no  such  system  can  be  looked  upon  as  permanent 
My  own  opinion  i^  that  after  some  more  convulsions,  it  will  end  in 
an  Administration  of  Mr.  Pitt,  Lord  Temple,  and  Qeorge  Grenville, 
unless  one  or  more  of  them  should  die. 

You  know,  my  dear  Sir,  I  never  expect  you  to  answer  me  on 

>  G«oig»  QnaiUU,  Lord  Hali&z,  and  Lord  SuidwidL~WAi.roi.i. 
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ffaese  ddioate  sobjeoiB.  I  eren  aend  this  by  a  safe  oonveyaoioe 
to  Lord  Hertford  at  Paris,  as  I  did  a  fimner  me,  which  I  hope  yon 
reoeiyed. 

How  I  emry  yoa  who  hear  nottiiiig  hat  the  distant  romour  of 
these  unpleasant  soeoes  I  How  Tezations  to  me  to  he  engaged  in 
them  I  When  men  are  inyolved  in  polities  from  ambition,  interest^ 
or  inclination,  they  most  take  the  bitter  with  the  sweet;  I,  who 
have  been  feroed  into  them  by  principle  and  Mendship,  lament  the 
tranquillity  I  haye  lost,  and  for  which  nothing  can  pay  me  but  the 
restoration  of  ii  I  sigh  for  the  moment  of  reooyering  my  liberty, 
and  £aryently  yow  to  myself  neyer  to  be  in  a  sLtaation  more  in  which 
eyen  duty  can  call  upon  me  to  take  a  part  I  could  explain  and 
justify  tids  detenmnation  in  the  most  ample  manner ;  but  the  time , 
is  not  yet  come  &r  doing  ii    Adieu  I 


989.  TO  GEORGE  MONTAGU,  ESQ. 

I  MUST  scrawl  a  line  to  you,  though  with  the  utmost  difficulty,  fi>r 
I  am  in  my  bed ;  but  I  see  they  haye  foolishly  put  it  into  the 
'Chronicle'  that  I  am  dangerously  ill ;  and  as  I  know  you  take 
in  that  paper,  and  are  one  of  the  yeiy,  yery  few,  of  whose  tenderness 
and  firiendship  I  haye  not  the  smallest  doubt,  I  giye  myself  pain, 
rather  than  let  you  feel  a  moment's  unnecessarily.  It  is  true,  I 
haye  had  a  terrible  attack  of  gout  in  the  stomach,  head,  and  both 
feet,  but  haye  truly  neyer  been  in  danger  any  more  than  one  must 
be  in  such  a  situation.  My  head  and  stomach  are  perfectly  well ; 
my  feet  far  from  ii  I  haye  kept  my  room  since  this  day  se'nnight, 
and  my  bed  these  three  days,  bnt  hope  to  get  up  to-morrow.  You 
know  my  writing  and  my  yeradty,  and  that  I  would  not  deceiye 
you.  As  to  my  person,  it  will  not  be  so  easy  to  reconnoitre  it,  for  I 
question  whether  any  of  it  will  remain ;  it  was  easy  to  annihilate  so 
airy  a  substance.    Adieu  I 

990.  TO  THE  HON.  H.  &  COVWAT. 

Wednuday  noon^  J^  8, 1765. 

The  footing  part  of  my  dance  with  my  shocking  partner  the  gout 
is  ahnost  oyer.  I  had  little  pain  there  this  last  night,  and  got,  at 
twice,  about  three  hours'  sleep ;  but,  whenever  J  waked,  found  my 
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head  yery  bad,  which  Mr.  Graham  thinks  gouty  too.  The  fever  is 
rtQl  very  high ;  but  fhe  same  sage  is  of  opiiiioiiy  with  my  Lady 
Londondeny,  that  if  it  was  a  fever  from  death,  I  should  die;  bat  as 
it  is  only  a  fever  from  the  gout,  I  shall  live.  I  think  so  too,  and 
hope  that,  like  the  Dnke  and  Dobhess  of  Marlborough,  (hey  are  so 
inseparable,  that  when  one  goes  fother  vnlL 

Tell  Lady  Ailesbnry,  I  fear  it  will  be  long  before  I  shall  be  able 
to  compass  all  your  terraces  again.    The  weather  is  reiy  hot,  and  I 
have  the  comf(nrt  of  a  window  open  all  day.    I  have  got  a  bushel  of 
roses  too,  and  a  new  scarlet  nightingale,  which  does  not  sing  'Nancy 
Dawson'  from  morning  to  night    Perhaps  you  ihink  all  these  poor 
pleasures ;  but  yon  are  ignorant  what  a  provocative  the  gont  is,  and 
what  charms  it  can  bestow  on  a  moment's  amnsement !    Oh !  it 
beats  all  the  refinements  of  a  Bonum  sensoalist    It  has  made  eveo 
my  watch  a  darling  plaything ;  I  strike  it  as  often  as  a  child  does. 
Then  the  disorder  of  my  sleep  diverts  me  when  I  am  awake.     I 
dreamt  that  I  went  to  see  Madame  de  Bentheim  at  Paris,  and  fliat 
she  had  the  prettiest  palace  in  the  world,  built  like  a  pavilion,  of 
yellow  laced  with  blue;  that  I  made  love  to  her  daughter,  whom  I 
called  MademoiseUe  Bleue  et  Jaunie,  and  thought  it  very  deyer. 

My  next  reverie  was  very  serious,  and  lasted  half  an  hour  aft^  I 
was  awake ;  which  you  will  perhaps  think  a  little  light-headed,  and 
so  do  L  I  thought  Mr.  Pitt  had  had  a  conference  with  Madame 
de  Bentheim,  and  granted  all  her  demands.  I  rung  for  Louis  at  six 
in  the  mornings  and  wanted  to  get  up  and  inform  myself  of  what 
had  been  kept  so  secret  from  me.  Ton  must  know,  that  all  these 
visions  of  Madame  de  Bentheim  flowed  from  George  Selwyn  telling 
me  last  night,  that  she  had  carried  most  of  her  points,  and  was 
returning.  What  stuff  I  tell  you  I  But,  alas!  I  have  nothiog 
better  to  do,  sitting  on  my  bed,  and  wishing  to  forget  how  brightly 
the  sun  shines,  when  I  cannot  be  at  Strawberry.  Yours  ever. 


Ml.    TO  THE  G0UNT£S8  OF  SUFFOLK. 

iL(md(m\  Jutff  8, 176& 

Your  kdyship's  goodness  to  me  on  all  occasions  makes  me  flatter 
myself  that  I  am  not  doing  an  impertinence  in  telling  you  I  am 
alive ;  though  after  what  I  have  sufbred,  you  may  be  sure  there 
cannot  be  much  of  me  left.  The  gout  has  been  a  little  in  my 
stomach,  much  more  in  my  head,  but  luckily  never  out  of  my  ri^t 
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footy  and  for  twelye,  tfairteeny  and  seTeiiiteen  honn  together,  ituntting 
upon  having  its  way  as  absolutely  aa  erer  my  Lady  Blandford '  did. 
The  extremity  of  pain  seems  to  be  over,  though  I  sQmetimes  think 
my  tyrant  puts  in  his  daim  to  t'other  foot;  and  sorely  he  is»  like 
most  tyrants,  mean  as  well  as  omel,  or  he  eotdd  never  have  thought 
the  leg  of  a  lark  such  a  priae.  The  fever,  the  tyrant's  firstminister, 
has  been  as  vexatious  as  his  master,  and  makes  use  of  this  hot  day 
to  plague  me  more ;  yet,  as  I  was  sending  a  servant  to  Twickenham, 
I  oould  not  help  scrawling  out  a  few  lines  to  ask  how  your  ladyship 
does,  to  tell  you  how  I  am,  and  to  lament  the  roses,  strawbeorries, 
and  banks  of  tiie  river.  I  know  nothing,  Madam,  of  any  kings  or 
ministerB  but  those  I  have  mentioned;  and  this  administration  I 
fervently  hope  will  be  changed  soon,  and  for  all  others  I  shall  be 
very  indifferent  Had  a  great  prince  come  to  my  bedside  yesterday, 
I  should  have  begged  that  the  honour  might  last  a  very  few  minutes. 

Iam,&c. 


992.    TO  THE  OOUKTESS  OF  SUFFOLK. 
Madam  :  AriinffUm  Strtet,  Jul^  9, 176S. 

Though  instead  of  gettmg  better,  as  I  flattered  myself  I  should, 
I  have  gone  through  two  very  painiol  and  sleepless  nights,  yet  as  I 
give  audience  here  in  my  bed  to  new  ministers  andToreign  ministers, 
I  think  it  fiill  as  much  my  duty  to  give  an  account  of  myself  to  those 
who  are  so  good  as  to  wish  me  well.  I  am  reduced  to  noflBg  but 
bones  and  spirits ;  but  the  latter  make  me  bear  the  inconvenience  of 
the  former,  though  they  (I  mean  my  bones)  lie  in  a  heap  over  one 
another  like  the  bits  of  ivory  at  the  game  of  straws. 

It  is  very  melancholy,  at  the  instant  I  was  getting  quit  of  politics,* 
to  be  visited  with  the  only  thing  that  is  still  more  plaguing.  How- 
ever, I  believe  the  fit  of  politics  going  off  makes  me  support  the 
new-comer  better.  Neither  of  them  indeed  will  leave  me  plumper ; 
but  if  they  will  both  leave  me  at  peace,  jrour  ladyship  knows  it  is 
all  I  have  ever  desired.  The  chie&  of  the  new  Ministry  were  to  have 
kissed  hands  to-day;  but  Mr.  Charles  Townshend,  who,  besides  not 
knowing  either  of  his  own  minds,  has  his  brother's  minds  to  know 

'  Lady  Blandford  wu  aomewhal  impati«ni  ia  hst  Ump«r. — Oioxbb. 

*  "I  b«g  my  loT«  to  Hor.  Wilpole :  I  oaaiiot  with  him  Joy  of  Um  goat ;  I  am  Toy 
•ony  lie  i«  afflicted  with  it.  Politics  seem  to  be  taking  the  tun  he  wonld  ehooee.** 
^Lord  HnUamd  to  Sdvfyn,  Calais  July  9th,  1785.— CvxMWOBAa. 
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too,  oodd  not  detenuine  last  night.  Botti  broth«i8  aie  gone  to  the 
King  to-daji;.  I  was  much  conoemed  to  hear  so  bad  an  aoooont  of 
your  ladyakip's  healilL  Other  people  would  wish  yon  a  eerene  fit; 
which  IS  a  Tery  cheap  wish  to  them  who  do  not  £9el  it :  I,  who  do, 
advise  yon  to  be  content  with  it  m  detaiL  Adien!  Madam.  Pray 
keep  a  little  summer  lor  me.  I  will  give  yon  a  bnshel  of  poUtiea; 
when  I  come  to  Marble  Hill,  finr  a  tea-cap  of  strawberneB  and 
cream* 

Mr.  CShetwyndi  I  suppose,  is  making  the  ntmost  advantage  of  my 
absence,  fiisking  and  cutting  capers  before  Miss  Hotfaam,  and 
advismg  her  not  to  flirow  herself  away  on  a  decrepit  old  man. 
WeQ,  well ;  fifty  years  hence  he  may  begin  to  be  an  old  man  too ; 
and  then  I  shall  not  pity  him,  thoughlown  he  isthebest-hnmoured 
bd  in  the  world  now.  Toui8»  fte. 
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AHuiifUm  SkrteL,  J^y  U,  176S. 

You  are  so  good,  I  must  write  you  a  few  lines,  and  yon  will  excuse 
my  not  writing  many,  my  posture  ib  so  uncomfortable,  lying  on  a 
couch  by  the  side  of  my  bed,  and  writing  on  the  bed.  I  have  in 
this  manner  been  what  they  call  out  of  bed  for  two  days,  but  I  mend 
very  slowly,  and  get  no  strength  in  my  feet  at  all ;  however,  I 
must  have  patience. 

Thank  you  for  your  kind  o£kr ;  but,  my  dear  Sir,  you  can  do  me 
no  good  but  what  you  always  do  me,  in  conung  to  see  me.  I  should 
hope  that  would  be  before  I  go  to  France,  whither  I  certainly  go 
the  beginning  of  September,  if  not  sooner.  The  great  and  happy 
change — happy,  I  hope,  for  this  country, — ]b  actually  begun,  llie 
Duke  of  Bedford,  Gfeorge  GrenviUe,  and  the  two  Secretaries  are 
discarded.  Lord  Bobkingham  is  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Dowdes- 
well  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Duke  of  Grafton  and  Mr. 
Conway  Secretaries  of  State.  You  need  not  wish  me  joy,  for  I 
know  you  do.    There  is  a  good  deal  more  to  come,'  and  what  is 

*  **  There  has  been  prettj  dean  eweeping  alreadj,"  writes  Lord  Oheiterfield  oa 
the  16th ;  "and  I  do  not  remember,  in  my  tlme^  to  have  leea  ao  mooh  wX  onee,  as  an 
entire  new  board  of  treaeuy,  and  two  new  aeeretarittiy  fte.  Here  ii  a  new  poUticil 
ansh  built ;  bat  of  materials  of  ao  different  a  nature,  and  without  a  kej-atone,  that  it 
does  not,  in  mj  opinion,  indieate  either  atransth  or  duration.  It  wiO  eertalnly 
require  repairs  and  a  key-stone  next  winter,  and  that  key-atone  wUl  and  must 
necessarily  be  Mr.  Pitt"— Wiion. 

''The  eonfldenoe  Pitt  has  in  himaelf,  has  done  more  for  him  than  his  parts  ot 
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better^  regulation  of  general  Warranis,  and  undoing  of  at  least  some 
of  the  miHohicift  tfaese  wretdhes  have  been  commitiang ;  oom^  indeed, 
is  past  recorery  I  I  long  to  talk  it  all  over  with  yon ;  thongh  it  is 
hard  that  when  I  may  write  what  I  will,  I  am  not  able.  The  poor 
Chute  isrdapeed  again,  and  we  are  no  comfort  to  one  another  but 
by  messages.  An  offer  from  Ireland  was  sent  to  Lord  Hertford  last 
night  yhMn  hk  bn^fher^s  office.    Adieu  I 

Tours  ever. 


M4.    TO  SIB  HORAGB  MAinir 

AHinffion  Street,  Jmty  \%  1761 

If  you  knew  with  what  difficuliy  and  pain  I  write  to  you,  you 
would  allow,  my  dear  sir,  that  I  have  some  zeal  for  your  satis&ction. 
I  have  been  extremely  ill  for  these  last  sixteen  days  with  the  gout 
all  over  me,  in  head,  stomach,  and  both  feet;  but  as  it  never  budged 
from  the  latter,  it  soon  attracted  all  the  venom  from  the  upper  parts* 
Oh  I  it  is  a  venomous  devil  I  I  have  lain  upon  a  ooudi  for  two 
days,  but  I  question  whether  I  shall  be  so  alert  to-day,  as  I  have 
had  a  great  deal  of  pain  in  the  night,  and  little  sleep.  Still,  I  must 
write  to  you,  as  it  is  both  for  your  satisfiEtction  and  my  own,  and  as 
tins  is  the  first  moment  that  I  have  enjoyed  the  Uberty  of  the  post 
for  these  three  years.  We  may  say  what  we  will ;  I  may  launch 
out,  and  even  you  need  not  be  discreet,  when  our  letters  pass 
through  Mr.  Oomcai^s  office.  He  has  already  himself  told  you  in 
form  that  he  is  your  principal,  and  I  repeat  how  glad  of  it  I  am  for 
your  sake,  as  wdl  as  for  all  others.  I  told  him  last  night  that  I 
believed  the  Duke  of  York  had  obtained  the  promise  of  a  Bed 
Biband  for  you,  and  begged  thai  promise  at  least  of  the  late  odious 
Ministers  might  be  fulfilled,  and  that  none  of  our  new  aspirants 
might  be  thrust  in  before  you.  He  readily,  with  most  kind  expres- 
sions towards  you,  promised  me  his  interest. 

Well  I  at  last  the  four  tyrants  are  gone  I  undone  by  their  own 
insolence,  and  unpitied.  Their  arrogance  to  the  King,  and  pro- 
scriptions of  everybody  but  their  own  crew,  forced  his  Majesty  to 

eloquence.  The  eKoe«lTe  lelf-eoiiceit  of  GrenTille,  tbai  eonld  mike  hie  writen  call 
him  (if  he  did  not  wxite  it  himeelf )  the  grefttest  miniiter  thie  eonntry  erer  ttw,  as 
well  ae  hii  pride  and  ohstina^,  eitabliched  him.  It  did  not  hurt  him  that  he  had  a 
better  opinion  of  himaelf  than  he,  or  periiapa  any  body  elae^  oyer  deeemd;  on  the 
contnuy,  it  helped  him :  bat  when  the  fool  lald  npon  that^  '  the  King  cannot  do 
without  me^'  hoc  noemiJ'—Lofd  ffUUmd  to  Sdwifn,  Angi  4, 1766.  «-Cinr«iaiiA» 
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tiy  anythiiig  rather  fhan  submit  to  such  task-nuuton.    Mr.  Piti^ 
1^  was  ready  and  willing  to  haTD  aflsomed  the  bariiieii,  was 
disappointed  by  flie  treadiery  of  Lord  Temple^  who  has  reoonciled 
and  leagued  himself  with  his  brother  George.    In  this  distreaa,  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  has  persuaded  the  Opposition  to  aooept  and 
Ibnn  a  ministry.    Widiont  Mr.  Pitt,  they  were  unwilling;  but 
pressed  and  enoouraged  by  Mr.  Pitt»  and  fearing  the  Crown  ahmild 
be  reduced  to  worse  shifts  rather  than  again  bend  to  the  yoke,  iliey 
have  submitted,  and  eyerything  promises  £Bdrer  than  oonld   be 
expected.    The  Duke  of  Bedford,  GrenTille,  and  the  two  Seocetaiiea 
are  already  diwfnissed,  and  their  places  filled  by  Lord  Winchelaeo, 
Lord  Bockingham  and  Mr.  Dowdeswell,  as  First  Commissionera  of 
the  Admiralty;  and  Treasury  and  Chancellor  of  the  EzcheqiMr, 
the  Duke  of  Orafton  and  Mr.  Conway.    The  list  of  m  and  mtU 
will  be  much  more  considerable  by  degrees,  though  not  rapidly,  nor 
executed  with  the  merciless  hand  of  late  years,  for  the  present 
system  is  composed  of  men  as  much  more  virtuous  in  that  respect 
as  in  every  other  than  their  predecessors.    Nobody  has  resigned  yet 
but  those  immediately  connected  with  the  fallen,  as  Lord  Gower, 
Lord  Thomond,*  and  Lord  Weymouth,  and  who  would  not  have  been 
sufifeied  to  stay  if  they  had  desired  ii 

The  crown  of  Lreland  is  offered  to  Lord  Herifiurd.  All  tibis  sets 
my  fisunily  in  an  illustrious  light  eaough :  yet  it  does  not  dazzle  me. 
My  wishes  and  intentions  are  just  the  same  as  they  were.  Mode- 
ration, privacy,  and  quiet,  sum  up  all  my  future  views ;  and  having 
seen  my  Mends  landed,  my  little  cook-boat  shall  waft  me  to  Straw- 
berry, as  soon  as  I  am  ijble  to  get  into  it  The  gout,  they  tell  me, 
is  to  ensure  me  a  length  of  years  and  health,  but  as  I  fear  I  must 
now  and  then  renew  the  patent  at  the  original  expense,  I  am  not 
much  flattered  by  so  dear  an  annuity.  You  may  judge  of  my 
sensations  when  I  tell  you  I  reckon  the  greatest  mirade  ever  per- 
formed was  that  of  bidding  the  cripple  take  up  his  bed  and  walk — ^I 
could  as  soon  do  the  former  as  the  latter. 

Since  I  began  to  write,  I  hear  that  this  morning  have  kissed 
hands.  Lord  Ashbumham  for  the  Great  Wardrobe,  in  room  of  Lord 
Despencer ;  Lord  Besborough  and  Lord  Grantham  Postmastera,  in 
the  places  of  Lord  Hyde  and  Lord  Trevor;  Lord  Yilliers'  as 
Yice-Ghamberlain,  instead  of  old  Will  Finch,  who  I  believe  has 

>  Perqr  Windham  O'Brton,  Eari  of  Thomoiid,  lnotbier  of  Loid  ^gramoBi  and  of 
JCiB.  Geoigo  GnnTUle. — Walpoul 
'  Only  son  of  the  Eari  of  Jenej.— Walfou. 
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a  penskm;  and  Lord  Soarborongh,  who  anooeeda  Lord  Thomond 
in  {he  Ooflforar'a  office.  Yoa  will  say  {hat  all  {his  is  strongly 
tinetaxed  with  peerage — ^it  is  traoy  but  flie  House  of  Gammons  will 
have  its  dole^  though  not  yet,  as  folks  do  not  like  a  re-eleotion 
depending  fbr  six  months. 

The  Dnke  of  Bolton '  the  other  morning — nobody  knows  why  or 
whereforei  except  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  madness  in  the  blood, 
sat  himself  down  upon  the  floor  in  his  dressing-room,  and  shot 
himself  through  the  head*  What  is  more  remarkable  is,  that  it  is 
the  same  house  and  same  chamber  in  which  [1741]  Lord  Soar- 
borough  '  performed  the  same  exploit.  I  do  not  believe  that  shootmg 
one's  self  through  the  head  is  catching,  or  that  any  contagion  lies 
in  a  wainscot  ihat  makes  one  pull  a  suicide-tcigger,  but  very  pos- 
sibly the  idea  might  revert  and  operate  on  the  brain  of  a  splenetic 
man.  I  am  glad  he  had  not  a  Blue  Ghffter  but  a  Bed  one,  as  the 
more  plenty  the  sooner  one  gets  to  Florence. 

This  is  a  long  epistle,  in  my  condition.  Pray,  unseal  and 
deeypher  your  lips  now ;  the  Tower  has  no  longer  the  least  air 
of  the  Bastille :  Halifox,  Sandwichi  and  General  Warrants  are  sent 
to  the  devil,  though  I  believe  Sandwich  will  contrive  to  return  like 
Belphegor,  even  though  he  should  be  obliged  to  marry  his  own 
wife '  again,  but  he  can  never  get  rid  of  the  smell  of  brimstone. 
Adieu  I 

995.    TO  GEOBGK  MONTAGU,  ESQ 

Strawberry  Sm,  My  2S,  1765. 

Thb  less  one  is  disposed,  if  one  has  any  sense,  to  talk  of  oneself 
to  people  that  inquire  only  out  of  compliment,  and  do  not  listen  to 
the  answer,  the  more  satisfaction  one  feels  in  indulging  a  self- 
complacency,  by  sighing  to  those  that  really  sympathise  with  our 
griefs.  Do  not  think  it  is  pain  that  makes  me  give  this  low-spirited 
air  to  my  letter.  No,  it  is  the  prospect  of  what  is  to  come,  not  the 
sensation  of  what  is  passing,  that  afifects  me.  The  loss  of  youth  is 
melancholy  enough ;  but  to  enter  into  old  age  through  the  gate  of 
infirmity  most  disheartening.  My  health  and  spirits  make  me  take 
but  slight  notice  of  the  transition,  and  under  the  persuasion  of 

^  CliArlei  Poolelt,  Dnke  of  Bdton.— Walpole. 

*  Richard  Lumley,  Sari  of  8<»rborou^1i,  nhot  himself  in  174t. — ^Walpolb. 
'  Lord  Sandwich  was  parted  from  b»  wife  [a  Fane],  who  was  ont  of  her  lensefl.— 
Walpole. 

TOb  |T«  PC 
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temperanoe  being  a  talisman,  1  marchod  boUly  on  towards  Uie 
descent  of  the  hill,  knowing  I  must  fall  at  last^  bat  not  snspeoting 
that  I  shonld  stnmble  by  the  way.  This  oonfeasion  expiaiDS  the 
mortification  I  feel.  A  month's  confinement  to  one  who  never  kept 
his  bed  a  day,  is  a  stinging  lesson,  and  has  hombled  my  insolence  to 
almost  indifference.  Jndge,  then,  how  little  I  interest  myself  about 
public  events.  I  know  nothing  of  them  since  I  came  hither,  where 
I  had  not  only  the  disappointment  of  not  growing  better,  but  a  bad 
retom  in  one  of  my  fiset,  so  that  I  am  still  wrapped  up  and  upon 
a  couch.  It  was  the  more  unlucky  as  Lord  Hertford  is  oome  to 
England  for  a  very  few  days.  He  has  oflGered  to  oome  to  me ;  but 
as  I  then  should  see  him  only  for  some  minutes,  I  propose  being 
carried  to  town  to-morrow.  It  will  be  so  long  before  I  can  expect 
to  be  able  to  travel,  that  my  French  journey  will  certaioly  not  take 
place  so  soon  as  I  intended,  and  if  Lord  Hertford  goes  to  Ireland, 
I  shall  be  stiU  more  fluctuating ;  for  though  the  Duke  and  Duchess 
of  Bichmond  wiU  replace  them  at  Paris,  and  are  as  eager  to  have 
me  with  them,  I  have  had  so  many  more  years  heaped  upon  me 
within  this  month,  that  I  have  not  the  conscience  to  trouble  young 
people,  when  I  can  no  longer  be  as  juvemle  as  they  are.  Indeed  I 
diall  tiiink  myself  decrepit,  till  I  again  saunter  into  the  garden  iu 
my  slippers  and  without  my  hat  in  all  weathers, — a  point  I  am 
determined  to  re^gain,  if  possible ;  for  even  this  experience  cannot 
make  me  resign  my  temperance  and  my  hardineHR.  I  am  tired  of 
the  world,  its  politics,  its  pursuits,  and  its  pleasures ;  but  it  will  cost 
me  s(Hne  struggles  before  I  submit  to  be  tender  and  carefiiL  Christ ! 
can  I  ever  stoop  to  the  regimen  of  old  age  P  I  do  not  wish  to  dress 
up  a  wiiiiered  person,  nor  drag  it  about  to  public  places ;  but  to  sit 
in  one's  room,  dothed  warmly,  expecting  visits  from  folks  I  don't 
wish  to  see,  and  tended  and  flattered  by  relations  impatient  for  one's 
death  I  let  the  gout  do  its  worst  as  expeditiously  as  it  can;  it  would 
be  more  welcome  in  my  stomach  than  in  my  limbs.  I  am  not  made 
to  bear  a  course  of  nonsense  and  advice,  but  must  play  the  fool 
in  my  own  way  to  the  last,  alone  with  all  my  heari^  if  I  cannot  be 
with  the  veiy  few  I  wish  to  see :  but,  to  depend  for  comfort  on 
others,  who  would  be  no  comfort  to  me ;  this  surely  is  not  a  state 
to  be  preferred  to  death:  and  nobody  can  have  truly  enjoyed 
the  advantages  of  youth,  health,  and  spirits,  who  is  cont^t  to 
exist  without  the  two  last,  which  alone  bear  any  resemblance  to 
the  first. 
You  see  how  difficult  it  is  to  conquer  my  proud  spirit :  low  and 
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weak  as  I  am,  I  think  my  resolution  and  perseveranoe  will  get  the 
better,  and  that  I  shall  siill  be  a  gay  shadow ;  at  least,  I  will  impose 
any  severity  upon  myself,  rather  than  humour  the  gout,  and  sink 
into  that  indulgenoe  witii  which  most  people  treat  it.  Bodily  liberty 
18  as  dear  to  me  as  mental,  and  I  would  as  soon  flatter  any  other 
tyrant  as  the  gout,  my  Whiggism  extending  as  much  to  my  health 
as  to  my  principles,  and  being  as  wiUing  to  part  with  life,  when  I 
cannot  preserre  it,  as  your  uncle  Algernon  when  his  freedom  was  at 
stake.    Adieu ! 

996.    TO  SIR  HORACE  MAKK. 

AHingUm  Bireet,  Jyiy  80, 176& 

I  DID  not  think  of  writing  to  you  to-day,  my  dear  sir,  both  as 
I  have  yery  little  to  tell  you,  and  as  I  am  much  fatigued  with 
coming  to  town  to-day  from  Strawberry  Hill,  where  I  hare  been 
these  ten  days,  though  with  bad  success,  having  had  a  severe  return 
of  my  disorder,  which  I  have  as  much  superstitious  aversion  to  name 
as  the  Bomans  had  to  pronounce  the  word  Death.  But  let  us  talk 
of  you,  not  me.  Why,  wherefore,  or  whence,  the  newspapers  have 
taken  it  into  their  paper  heads  to  recall  you  from  Florence,  I  cannot 
tell.  There  never  was  a  worse  time  for  supposing  so  than  when  you 
are  Mr.  Conway's  provincial.  The  instant  I  arrived  and  saw  Um, 
I  named  you  first  of  all  things.  He  stared,  and  had  not  even  heard 
the  report.  However,  I  write,  that  an  authentic  contradiction  may 
arrive  at  the  same  moment  with  the  fialsehood ;  and  as  I  trust  you 
have  partialiiy  enough  to  read  my  letter  before  the  Chronicle,  (and 
indeed  I  have  a  titie  to  such  distinction,  even  as  a  senior  Gazette,) 
the  moment  the  paragraph  perks  up  its  ears,  you  may  give  it  the 
lie,  and  I  wish  you  could  give  it  to  tilie  person  that  invented  it. 
Whoever  he  is,  he  will  not  soon  be  resident  at  Florence. 

The  changes  go  on  leisurely,  as  I  told  you  they  would ;  and  you 
must  only  believe  in  those  who  you  see  by  the  Gazette  have  kissed 
hands.  The  rest  are  like  the  removal  of  Sir  Horace  Mann ;  re- 
ported by  the  ambitious  themselves,  coined  by  the  enemy,  or  in- 
vented to  amuse  a  public  impatient  of  daily  novelty.  The  new 
Opposition  is  as  abusive  as  it  was  clamorous,  rather  rigorous  against 
abuse ;  and  having  stabbed  the  Liberty  of  the  Press  in  a  thousand 
places,  they  now  write  libels  upon  every  rag  of  its  old  dothes. 

Lord  Hertford's  arrival  brought  me  to  town,  though  so  Httle  fit 
to  be  moved.    He  came  for  only  a  few  days,  to  make  his  option 
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between  Ireland  and  Paris.  He  takes  llie  fimner,  not  very  gladly, 
but  to  aooonunodate  his  broflier  and  his  nephew  Grafton*  This  is  a 
great  blow  to  my  long-meditated  French  journey.  At  present  I  am 
not  able  to  undertake  it,  nor  shall  be  probably  fiir  some  time ;  yet 
go  I  think  I  must  Trayelling  is  the  best  medicine  to  my  shattered 
firame,  and  will  be  still  more  sovereign  to  my  mind,  ihat  has  been 
harassed  and  worn  out  with  politics,  and  for  whioh  the  suoceasfal 
event  is  by  no  means  an  adequate  remedy.  I  built  no  castle  in  fliat 
prospect,  nor  like  the  soil  a  jot  better  than  the  view.  My  heart  is 
set  on  retreat,  and  the  decency  of  retiring  so  early  charms  me.  I 
fed  the  sort  of  pleasure  that  I  suppose  christian  heroes  did  formerly 
in  abstaining  from  their  virgin  brides  and  embracing  the  life  of 
hermits.  Stay,  I  am  not  going  to  turn  anehorei  Perhaps  my 
recess  from  politics  is  more  like  a  divorce ;  it  is  to  get  rid  of  fliat 
scold  tiie  House  of  Commons. 

Short  as  this  letter  is,  consider  it  written  by  an  invalid,  and  that  I 
have  even  pain  in  my  wrist  while  I  am  writing.  I  am  carried  to 
bed  by  two  servants,  and  have  not  attempted  to  revive  my  walking 
these  six  days.    Adieu ! 

997.    TO  SIB  HOSACB  lOKK. 

Sbrmoberr^  BiU,  Aug.  18, 17SS. 

Mr.  GoiTWAT,  who  came  to  dine  with  me  here  to-day  with  the 
Duke  of  Bichmond,  brought  me  your  letter  of  the  27th  of  last 
month.  I  was  a  Uttle  disappointed  to  find  you  liad  not  then  re- 
ceived my  history  of  the  total  change  of  Administration  in  this 
country ;  much  more  vexed  to  hear  that  you  have  been  suffering 
with  the  gout  like  me.  I  am,  all  the  world  will  tell  you,  very 
ill-founded  to  preach  on  that  text ;  but  if  Iread  lectures  on  diafitity, 
and  keep  a  mistress,  yet  I  am  not  a  Methodist,  and  may  therefore 
with  propriety  say,  for  heaven's  sake  don't  act  like  a  madman.  Dip 
your  feet  in  cold  water  to  prevent  the  gout  I  no,  I  never  was  quite 
so  distracted.  If  it  would  prevent  it,  d  £i  lonne  heure;  but  all  it 
can  possibly  do  is  to  send  it  into  your  head  or  stomach,  and  you  out 
of  the  world.  The  only  thing  I  know  of  the  gout  is,  that  it  is  flie 
only  distemper  in  the  world  which  insists  upon  curing  itself.  It  is 
a  monster  and  a  mystery,  and  though  I  have  folt  so  much  of  it 
lately,  I  have  not  even  a  guess  at  its  nature  left.  I  have  foncied 
it  wind  or  a  conformation  of  the  blood,  or  the  Lord  knows  what; — 
in  shorty  from  minding  pot  a  word  of  what  anybody  said  about  it^  I 
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am  now  grown  not  to  mind  even  my  own  opinion.  I  have  tried  hot 
medioines  and  ooldy  warmth  and  air,  hnmonring  it»  and  oontradict- 
ing  it ;  water,  ioe,  wine,  brandy,  fruit;  and  have  thought  by  turns 
that  all  of  them  did  me  good  and  did  me  hurt  I  have  had  half-a- 
doasen  returns,  and  sometimes  been  sick  with  Morello  cherries,  and 
sometunes  with  yenison  pasty.  It  is  within  two  days  of  seven 
weeks  ihat  I  have  had  this  fit ;  it  is  but  two  days  that  I  haye  been 
without  pain,  put  on  shoes,  and  crawled  about  the  house ;  and  at 
the  end  of  all  Ihis  torment,  contrary  to  the  doctrine  of  sages  and 
nurses,  I  find  my  spirits  and  my  stomach  worse  than  they  were  a 
month  ago ;  I  don't  mean  my  appetite,  but  the  pain  in  my  stomach, 
which  by  rule  ought  not  to  be  there,  my  feet  never  having  been 
free,  and  by  another  equally  foolish  rule,  ihat  the  gout  cures  every- 
thing else ;  in  short,  I  am  very  peevish,  a  mere  shadow,  and  as  old 
as  a  relic ;  still  I  don't  dip  my  feet  in  cold  water. 

I  immediately  gave  your  letter  to  read  to  our  Secretary  of 
State  [Conway].  He  says  that  Colonel  Draper  has  the  first  pro- 
mise of  a  Bed  Biband*  and  I  remember  well  that  Lord  dive's 
was  torn  from  him.  If  I  could  not  gainsay  that,  I  lost  all  temper 
when  he  told  me  that  Mitdhel*  was  upon  the  ranks  for  another. 
I  said  tiiat  would  be  more  cruel  to  you  than  any  other  competitor, 
Mitdhel  being  in  the  same  walk.  In  short,  I  made  Mr.  Conway 
vow  his  interest  to  you,  and  what  little  I  have  shall  indubitably  be 
employed  for  you.  The  impious  shaU  come  back  again  if  this 
Mimstry  does  not  serve  you. 

The  impious  will  come  back  again,  if  assiduity  and  effrontery  can 
effect  it.  Sandwich  writes  '  North  Britons/  that  is,  abusive  libels, 
every  day,  and  those  gamblers  call  these  Ministers  gamesters ;  but 
as  the  latter  have  not  above  a  heel  that  is  vulnerable,  the  former 
will  hardly  murder  them  by  flinging  mud.  Yet  pray  don't  think 
that  I  reckon  their  power  immortal.  Tant  s'm  faut.  Norton  is 
dismissed,  and  Mr.  Yorke  has  been  hesitating  above  a  fortnight,  but 
has  at  last  yielded  to  be  Attorney-General  again.  Lord  Hertford 
goes  to  Ireland,  and  the  Duke  of  Bichmond  to  Paris.  These,  I 
think,  are  all  the  last  material  changes.  The  Duke  of  Newcastle 
is  busy  in  restoring  clerks  and  tide-waiters,  in  offering  everybody 
everything,  and  in  patronising  the  clergy  again ;  not  being  yet  cured 
by  their  behaviour,'  of  loving  to  make  bishops. 

>  Beaident  at  Beriui.»WALFOLE. 

*  The  Duke  of  Newcastle  bad  made  veiy  nearij  the  whole  bench  of  Kebops )  S^% 
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I  have  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  Churchill  ivho  has  beeu  at  Kanoy : 
could  you  believe  that  Prinee»  Oraon,  ivho,  by  the  WKf,  went  ic 
Frankfort  and  Pragae  to  see  the  election  and  oeronatLon  of  the  Kipg 
of  the  Romans,  is  stepped  to  Vienna  to  put  the  Emperor  in  mind  of 
her  nephew,  whom  she  wishes  to  have  promoted  in  the  army !  Mr. 
Chute  and  I  have  been  computing  her  age,  and  find  her  to  be  com- 
plete nineiy,  for  Prince  Craon,  in  the  year  1746,  owned  that  die 
was  then  seveniy-one.  Tis  surely  very  wholesome  to  be  a  sove- 
reign's mistress! '  My  neighbour  and  friend.  Lady  SuffoIk»'  is  UttLe 
short  of  fourscore,  and  except  her  hearing,  which  she  lost  eaily  in 
her  reign,  has  all  her  senses  as  perfect  as  ever ;  is  dean,  goateelt 
upright ;  and  has  her  eyes,  teeth,  and  memory,  in  wonderful  conser- 
vation, especially  the  last,  which,  unlike  the  aged,  is  as  minutely 
retentive  of  what  happened  two  years  ago,  as  of  the  events  of  her 
youth. 

We  believe  past  all  doubt  that  the  Ptetender's  eldest  son  is 
turned  Protestfmt,  in  earnest  so ;  and  in  troth  I  flunk  he  could 
have  no  other  reason  now.  What  is  more  wonderful,  and  yet 
believed,  is,  that  he  came  over  and  abjured  in  Si  Martin's  CShudi 
in  London.  Though  he  risked  so  much,  what  deigyman  could 
suspect  it  was  he  P  I  asked  if  Johnson,*  Bisih^  of  Woroester,  gave 
him  absolution?  He  declares  he  wiU  never  many,  and  his  reason 
docs  him  honour;  that  he  may  not  leave  Eng^d  embmiled. 
What  a  strange  conclusion  of  the  House  of  Stuart,  to  end  in  a  Pro- 
testant and  a  Cardinal.  I  am  told  that  the  latter,  when  the  Duke 
of  York  was  at  Rome,  said :  **  To  be  sure,  the  real  King  of  England's 
situation  was  preferable  to  his  brother's,  but  that  he  could  not  he^ 
thinkiTig  himself  upon  a  better  footing  than  the  Duke  of  York." 
I  heard  a  still  better  bon  mot  yesterday  qprcpas  to  Hie  eldest  bro- 
ther. The  Dowager  Duchess  of  Aiguillon  wore  his  picture  in  a 
bracelet,  with  the  Saviour  for  the  reverse.  People  could  not  jBnd 
a  reason  for  the  connection.  Madame  de  Bochfort  said,  "  Why, 
the  same  motto  will  suit  both,  ^Mon  royaume  n'est  pas  de  cc 
monde.' "  I  pity  the  old  phantom,  if  they  have  told  lum  of  his 
son's  apostacy. 

when  he  reaigned  the  Tretsoiy,  then  was  but  one  of  them  that  waited  on  him.— 
Walpoul 

>  The  Princess  of  Craoh  had  been  tnUtrau  to  Leopold  Dnhe  of  Loiraine,  fiUher  of 
the  Emperor  Franda. — Walpoli. 

*  See  toL  L  p.  czzTiii— <h7SsnroBA][. 

'  Johnson,  Bishop  of  Woitsster  [died  1774],  had  been  a  Jacobite.— Waliole. 
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The  Boman  Ghuroh  totters  everywhere.  The  Benediotiiies  at 
Paris  have  petLtiened  the  Parliament  for  kave  to  lay  aside  their 
habit  and  rales,  finding  themselves  ridiooloiis.  The  Cordeliers  are 
ready  to  imitate  them,  but  there  is  a  little  hitoh ;  the  Parliament 
asked  shrewdly,  what  they  proposed  to  do  with  their  revenues,  and 
I  don't  hear  that  they  find  them  ridieolons ;  but  the  Parliament  are 
not  men  to  be  stopped  after  they  are  invited.  Monkery  sappressod 
at  its  own  desire !  what  miraole  next  ? 

I  did  not  know  yonr  Dnke  of  Parma,  so  I  am  only  more  sorry 
than  I  generally  am  for  prinoesy  as  yon  tell  me  he  was  one  of  the 
best  of  the  breed. 

Yon  received,  I  hope  in  time,  my  letter  to  oontradiot  your  recall. 
You  must  not  believe  a  syllable  you  see  in  onr  papers.  Their  lies 
and  blunders  exceed  of  late  even  their  usual  ignorance.  They  have 
just  bestowed  a  blue  riband  on  Lord  Hertford,  who  has  had  it  so 
many  years  in  the  faoe  of  all  London.  Every  Bed  Book,  every  list 
of  Parliament,  could  have  set  them  right:  yet  every  paper  has 
copied  it.  If  such  a  tale  appeared  in  a  counti^  gazette^  one  should 
not  wonder — but  to  be  printed  in  the  capital  I 

I  shall  be  impatient  to  hear  that  your  gout  is  going  like  mine ; 
and  then  I  shall  be  impatient  to  make  you  a  knight  of  fiie  Bath. 
At  least  you  have  a  good  solicitor,  though  I  cannot  whip  to  Vienna 
against  a  promotion,  as  if  I  were  but  ninety.    Adieu ! 


998.    TO  OEOHGS  UOKTAOU,  ESQ. 

Brawberr$  HiU,  Aug.  9Z,  176& 

As  I  know  that  when  you  love  people,  you  love  them,  I  foel  for 
the  concern  that  the  death  of  Lady  Bab.  Montagu '  wiQ  give  you. 
Though  yott  have  long  lived  out  of  the  way  of  seeing  her,  you 
are  not  a  man  to  forget  by  absence,  or  all  your  Mends  would 
have  still  more  reason  to  complain  of  your  retirement.  Your 
solitude  prevents  your  filling  up  the  places  of  those  that  are  gone. 
In  the  world,  new  acquaintances  slide  into  our  habits,  but  you  keep 
so  strict  a  separation  between  your  old  friends  and  new  fEuses,  that 
the  loss  of  any  of  the  former  must  be  more  sensible  to  you  than  tt 
most  people.    I  heartQy  condole  with  you,  and  yet  I  must  make 

■  Udj  BsrlMHra  Montagu,  daughter  of  Geoige  aeoond  Bad  of  HalifiuE  [died  1719] 
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you  smile.  The  second  Miss  Jeffisries  was  to  go  to  a  ball  yesterday 
at  Hampton-ooiirt  vitb  Lady  Sophk  Thomas's  daiigh^  The  news 
came,  and  your  aont  Cosby  said  the  giil  most  not  go  to  ii  The 
poor  ohfld  then  cried  in  earnest.  Lady  Sojdiia  went  to  intercede 
for  her,  and  found  her  grandmother  at  baekgammon,  who  wooldhear 
no  entreaties.  Lady  Sophia  represented  that  Miss  Jefferies  was  but 
a  second  eonsin,  and  could  not  have  been  acquainted.  "  Oh !  Madam, 
if  there  is  no  tenderness  left  in  the  world— cinq  ace — Sir,  yon  are 
to  throw." 

We  have  a  strange  story  come  from  London.  Lord  Fortesooe 
was  dead  suddenly ; '  fliere  was  a  great  mob  about  his  bouee  in 
Orosrenor-squarei  and  a  bussz  fb&t  my  lady  had  thrown  up  liie  sash 
and  cried  murder,  and  that  he  then  shot  himself.  How  true  all  this 
I  don't  know :  at  least  it  is  not  so  false  as  if  it  was  in  the  news- 
papers. However,  these  sultry  summers  do  not  suit  English  heads : 
this  last  month  puts  even  the  month  of  November's  nose  out  of  joint 
fer  self*murder8.  If  it  was  not  forthe  Queen  the  peerage  would  be 
extinct :  she  has  given  us  another  Duke." 

My  two  months  are  up,  and  yet  I  recover  my  feet  very  slowly.  I 
have  crawled  once  round  my  garden :  but  it  sent  me  to  my  coudi 
for  the  rest  of  the  day.  This  duration  of  weakness  makes  me  very 
impatient^  as  I  wish  much  to  be  at  Paris  before  tiie  fine  season  k 
quite  gone.  This  will  probably  be  the  last  time  I  shall  travel  io 
ftniah  my  edueoHon,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  look  once  more  at  their 
gardens  and  villas :  nay,  chuiches  and  palaces  are  but  uncomfortable 
sights  in  cold  weather,  and  I  have  much  more  curiosity  for  their 
habitations  than  their  company.  They  have  scarce  a  nuua  or  a 
woman  of  note  that  one  wants  to  see ;  and,  for  their  authors,  their 
style  is  grown  so  dull  in  imitation  of  us,  they  are  H  pkOoMjpkeSf  m 
gSomitres,  ai  fnoraux,  that  I  certainly  should  not  cross  the  sea  in 
search  of  ennui^  that  I  can  have  in  such  perfection  at  home.  How- 
ever,  the  change  of  scene  is  my  chief  inducement^  and  to  get  out  of 
politics.  There  is  no  going  through  another  course  of  patriotism  in 
your  cousin  Sandwich  and  Oeorge  Ghrenville.  I  think  of  setting  out 
by  the  middle  of  September ;  have  I  any  chance  of  seeing  you  here 

'  "  Ai  to  Lofd  Fortescae^  I  thonglit  he  had  neither  p«rU  or  spirits  to  go  out  of  the 
Boieide  door."— 0i%  WUUauu  io  8dwyn,  L  400,  iLd.  ''I  did  not  quote  yon  when  I  toU 
the&lse  newsof  Lord  Fortescne's  death  to  Sir  G.  Onnden.*— Xoni  Hnikuidto  Sdwffik^ 
Aug.  27, 1705.  The  Lord  Forteacoe  of  the  letter  went  quietly  oat  of  the  woild  twenty 
yean  after  hia  reported  soidde. — Cuvvuroaiii. 

*  The  Dnke  of  Clarenoe,  bora  the  2l8t  of  Avgoat;  afterwards  King  Willtam  the 
Foiirth.-~WBiOHT. 
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before  that  P  Won't  y<m  come  and  oommission  me  to  offer  up  your 
devcAioiDs  to  Na^t^  Ikmiede  Lwrfff*  orehez  no$fiUe$de  SaifUe  Marie. 
If  I  don't  make  haste,  the  reformation  in  France  will  demolinh  half 
that  I  want  to  flee.  I  tremble  for  the  Vol  de  Orace  and  St.  Cyr. 
The  devil  take  Luther  for  patting  it  into  the  heads  of  his  methodistB 
to  poll  down  the  churches  I  I  bdiere  in  twenty  yean  there  will 
not  be  a  convent  left  in  Europe  but  this  at  Strawberry.  I  wished 
for  you  to-day ;  Mr.  Chute  and  Cowslade  dined  here ;  the  day  was 
divine :  the  sun  gleamed  down  into  the  chapel  in  all  the  glory  of 
popery ;  the  gallery  was  all  radiance ;  we  drank  our  coffee  on  the 
bench  under  the  great  ash-tree ;  the  verdure  was  delicious ;  our  tea 
in  the  Holbein  room,  by  which  athousand  chaises  and  barges  passed; 
and  I  showed  them  my  new  cottage  and  garden  over  the  way,  which 
they  had  never  seen,  and  with  which  they  were  enchanted.  It  is  so 
retired,  so  modest,  and  yet  so  cheerful  and  trim,  that  I  expect  you 
to  &11  in  kve  with  it.  I  intend  to  bring  itahandful  of  ireiUage  and 
offr^mena  from  Paris ;  for  being  cross  the  road,  and  quite  dei»ched, 
it  is  to  have  nothing  gothic  about  it,  nor  pretend  to  call  cousins  with 
the  mansion-house. 

I  know  no  more  of  the  big  world  at  London,  than  if  I  had  not  a 
relation  in  the  ministry.  To  be  free  from  pain  and  politics  is  such 
a  relief  to  me,  that  I  enjoy  my  littie  comfcurts  and  amusements  here 
beyond  expression.  No  mort^  ever  entered  the  gate  of  ambition 
wiHi  such  transport  as  I  took  leave  of  them  all  at  the  threshold. 
Oh  I  if  my  Lord  Temple  knew  what  pleasures  he  could  create  for 
himself  at  Stowe,  he  would  not  harass  a  shattered  carcass,  and  sig^ 
to  be  insolent  at  St.  James's  t  For  my  part,  I  say  witii  the  Bastard 
in  'King  John,'  though  with  a  littie  more  reverence,  and  only  as 
touching  his  ambition, 

Oh  t  old  Sir  Robert^  £aher,  on  my  koM 
I  giTaHesten  Uianki  I  wm  not  like  to  thoe. 

Adieu  I    Tours  most  cordially. 
>  MadanM  de  S^?ign6,  when  Walpole  freqoently  illides  to  nnder  this  lllle.-^ 
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W9.    TO  BIB  HO&AOS  MANK. 

Ariingtan  Sireet,  A^g.  27, 1765. 

I  CAME  to  town  last  night,  intending  to  lay  your  case  more  oor- 
rccUy  before  our  Secretary  qf  SiaU  [CJonway],  but  he  did  not  aniTe 
from  the  country  himself  till  ten  at  nig}it»  and  then  fomid  himwelf, 
by  an  absence  of  three  days,  so  besieged  with  despatofaes,  which  he 
sat  reading  daring  the  whole  supper  and  afterwaids,  that  I  could  not 
slip  in  a.paragraj^.  Howeyer,  tins  morning  reading  that  Sir  Ghaxles 
Howard  was  dead,  I  immediately  wrote  a  note  to  Mr.  Conway  to 
advertise  him  of  another  Biband  vacant,  and  to  put  in  a  caveat  (as 
he  is  going  to  dine  at  Qaremont)  against  the  Duke  of  ^Newcastle 
promising  it  to  some  head  of  a  college  at  Cambridge ;  and  to- 
night I  shall  fiilly  unfold  your  pretensions ;  but  as  the  post  will  be 
gone  before  Mr.  Conway  comes  home,  I  write  this  to  show  you  how 
good  a  solicitor  you  have.  I  am  in  the  more  hurry  to  decorate  yon, 
as  I  am  going  directly  to  Paris ;  yea,  I  set  out  on  the  9th  of  next 
month:  after  that  date,  direct  to  me  thither,  addressed  to  Mr.  Foley, 
my  banker. 

Well !  after  twenty-three  years  of  designs  and  irresolutions,  I  am 
actually  leaving  England  I  You  will  ask  kindly  whether  almost 
every  foreign  thought  in  those  years  did  not  point  beyond  Paris  F 
Oh  I  yes, — but,  alas !  think  how  ill  I  have  been ;  not  to  mention 
that  I  am  older  too,  by  twenfy-three  years.  That  space  has  made 
Alps  and  Apennines  grow  twenty  times  taller  and  more  wrinkled 
and  horrid !  Oh !  but  you  will  say,  you  may  come  by  sea— wdse 
and  worse — a  sea  voyage  after  the  gout  in  one's  head  and  stomach  I 
I  will  tell  you  what ;  there  is  a  man  who  has  just  invented  what  he 
calls  a  marine  belt ;  you  buckle  it  on,  and  walk  upon  the  sea  as  you 
would  upon  a  grass-plot  I  never  was  an  excellent  walker,  and  my 
feet  at  present  are  pitoously  tender, — but  I  think  a  wave  cannot  hurt 
one, — ^perhaps  I  may  step  to  you  from  Marseilles  to  L^hom.  I 
am  oonvinced  that  tiie  art  of  flying  will  be  next  reduced  to  praotice; 
•—oh  I  I  shall  certainly  make  you  a  visit  on  the  first  pair  of  wings 
that  are  to  be  sold.  However,  I  had  rather  have  made  it  before 
your  new  Austrian  court  arrives :  I  have  a  mortal  aversion  to  any 
detachment  from  Vienna. 

There  is  nothing  new  here,  except  that  the  whole  town  is  iu  an 
uncertainty  whether  my  Lord  —  is  dead  or  alive,  whether  he  has 
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had  a  fit  or  a  bullet;  and  yet  he  is  but  yonder  in  Grosvenor-sqoare. 
The  neighbonrhood  say  my  lady  called  murder  out  of  the  window, 
and  that  immediately  after,  a  pistol  went  off;  the  Ceunily  now  say 
that  nothing  at  all  happened,  but  a  fit, — and  yet  he  does  not  appear. 
Thomas  Oraham,  the  apothecary,  used  on  e^ery  occasion  wh^  you 
complained  of  any  disorder,  to  reply  with  much  solemnity,  ^'Humphl 
it  is  very  extraordinary,  and  yet  it  is  very  common.''  This  curious 
phrase  noTer  happened  to  have  common  sense  in  it  but  on  the 
subject  of  self-murder,  which  is  very  extraordkiarif  a$id  yet  very 

Adieu  I  Perhaps  I  shall  write  to  you  again  before  Monday  se'n- 
night— certainly,  if  I  can  haye  a  star  to  send  in  my  letter.  The 
next  after  that  will  be  from  Paris. 


lOOO.    TO  OEOBGS  MONTAGU,  ESQ. 

ScOurdaff,  Aug.  31, 1765,  Stroimberry  EUL 

I  THOUGHT  it  would  happen  so ;  that  I  should  not  see  you  before 
I  left  England  I  Indeed,  I  may  as  well  give  you  quite  up,  for  eveiy 
year  reduces  our  intercourse.  I  am  prepared,  because  it  must  hap- 
pen, if  I  lire,  to  see  my  friends  drop  off;  but  my  mind  was  not 
turned  to  see  them  entirely  separated  from  me  while  they  live. 
This  is  very  uncomfortable,  but  so  are  many  things  I — ^well  I  I  wiU 
go  and  try  to  forget  you  all — all  I  Gk)d  knows  the  all  that  I  have 
left  to  foiget  is  small  enough;  but  the  warm  heart,  fliat  gave  me 
affdctions,  is  not  so  easily  laid  aside.  If  I  could  divest  myself  of 
that,  I  should  not,  I  think,  find  much  for  friendship  remaining:  you, 
against  whom  I  have  no  complaint,  but  that  you  satisfy  yourself 
wiUi  loving  me  without  any  desire  of  seeing  me,  are  one  of  flie  very 
last  that  I  wish  to  preserve ;  but  I  will  say  no  moro  on  a  subject 
that  my  heart  is  too  full  of. 

I  shall  set  out  on  Monday  se'nnight,  and  force  myself  to  believe 
that  I  am  glad  to  go,  and  yet  this  will  be  my  chief  joy,  for  I  pro- 
mise myself  little  pleasure  in  arriving.  Can  you  think  me  boy 
enough  to  be  fond  of  a  new  world  at  my  time  of  life  P  If  I  did  not 
hate  the  world  I  know,  I  should  not  seek  another.  My  greatest 
amusement  will  be  in  reviving  old  ideas.  The  memory  of  what 
made  impressions  on  one's  youth  is  ten  times  dearer  than  any  new 
pleasure  can  be.  I  shall  probably  write  to  you  often,  for  I  am  not 
disposed  to  communicate  myself  to  anything  that  I  have  not  known 
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these  thirfy  years.  My  mind  is  sach  a  oomponxid  from  the  raet 
variety  that  I  have  seen,  acted,  porsaed,  that  it  would  cost  me  too 
much  pains  to  be  intelligible  to  young  personsy  if  I  had  a  mind  to 
open  myself  to  them.  They  oerbiinly  do  not  desire  I  should.  Toa 
ISse  my  gossipping  to  you,  ihou^  you  seldom  gossip  wUh  me.  The 
trifles  that  amuse  my  mind  are  the  only  points  I  value  now.  I  have 
seen  the  vanity  of  ever3rthing  serious,  and  the  fidsehood  of  eveiy- 
thing  that  pretended  to  be  serious.  I  go  to  see  French  plays  and 
buy  French  diina,  not  to  know  Hieir  ministers,  to  look  into  their 
government,  or  think  of  the  interests  of  nations — in  shorty  unlike 
most  people  that  are  growing  old,  I  am  oonvinced  fliat  nofliing  is 
charming  but  what  appeared  important  in  one's  youth,  which  after- 
wards passes  for  follies.  Oh  I  but  those  follies  were  sincere ;  if  flie 
pursuito  of  age  are  so,  they  are  sincere  alone  to  self-interest  Thus 
I  think,  and  have  no  other  care  but  not  to  think  aloud.  I  would 
not  have  respectable  youth  think  me  an  old  fooL  For  Hie  old 
knaves,  they  may  suppose  me  one  of  their  number  if  they  please ;  I 
shall  not  be  so— but  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  shall  know  what 
I  am.  I  have  done  with  them  all,  shall  amuse  myself  as  well  as 
I  can,  and  think  as  little  as  I  can ;  a  pretiy  hard  task  for  an  active 
mind  I 

Direct  your  letters  to  Arlington-street,  whence  Favre  will  take 
care  to  convey  them  to  me.  I  leave  him  to  manage  all  my  affitirs, 
and  take  no  soul  but  Louis.  I  am  glad  I  don't  know  your  Mrs. 
Anne ;  her  partiality  would  make  me  love  her ;  and  it  is  entirely 
incompatible  with  my  present  system  to  leave  even  a  postern-door 
open  to  any  feeling,  which  would  steal  in  if  I  did  not  double-bolt 
every  avenue. 

If  you  send  me  any  parcel  to  Arlington-street  before  Monday 
se'nnight  I  will  take  care  of  it.  Many  English  books  I  conclude 
are  to  be  bought  at  Paris.  I  am  sure  RichardBon's  Works  are, 
for  they  have  stupi&ed  the  whole  French  nation : '  I  wQl  not  answer 
for  our  best  authors.  Tou  may  send  me  your  list,  and,  if  I  do  not 
find  them,  I  can  send  you  word,  and  you  may  convey  them  to 
me  by  Favre's  means,  who  will  know  of  messengers,  &c.,  coming 
to  Paris. 

I  have  fixed  no  precise  time  for  my  absence.  My  wish  is  to  like 
it  enough  to  stay  till  February,  which  may  happen,  if  I  can  support 
the  first  launching  into  new  society.    I  know  four  or  five  veiy 

^  See  note  to  Letter  of  March  18, 1765.~-CuvirixoBAx. 
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agreeaUe  and  sensible  people  there,  as  the  GnerchyB,  Mftiltttn^  je 
Miiepoixy  Madame  de  BoufflexSy  and  Lady  Maiy  Ghabo^ — these 
intunately ;  besides  the  Duo  de  Niyenioisy  and  seyeral  others  that 
have  been  here.  Then  the  Biohmonds  will  follow  me  in  a  fortnight 
or  three  weeks,  and  their  bouse  will  be  a  sort  of  home.  I  aotnally 
go  into  it  at  first,  tQl  I  can  suit  myself  with  an  apartment;  but  I 
shall  take  care  to  quit  it  before  they  oome,  for,  though  they  are  in  a 
manner  my  children,  I  do  not  intend  to  adopt  the  rest  of  my  country- 
men ;  nor,  when  I  quit  the  best  company  here,  to  live  in  the  worst 
there;  sudi  are  young  traTeUing  boys,  and,  what  is  still  worse,  old 
travelling  boys,  govemors. 

Adieu!  remember  you  haye  defrauded  me  of  this  summer; 
I  will  be  amply  repaid  the  next,  so  make  your  arrangements 
accordingly. 

1001.    TO  THB  EARL  OF  STRAFFORD. 
Mt  DiAft  LoiD :  AHington  StmU,  SepL  8, 1786. 

I GANKOT  quit  a  country  where  I  leaye  anything  that  I  honour 
so  much  as  your  lordship  and  Lady  Strafibrd,  without  taking  a 
sort  of  leave  of  you.  I  shall  set  out  for  Paris  on  Monday  next 
the  9th,  and  shcdl  be  happy  if  I  can  execute  any  commission  fer 
you  there. 

A  journey  to  Paris  sounds  youthful  and  healthy.  I  have  certainly 
mended  much  this  last  week,  though  with  no  pretensions  to  a 
recovery  of  youth.  Half  the  view  of  my  journey  is  to  re-establish 
my  health — ^the  other  half  to  wash  my  hands  of  politics,  which  I 
have  long  determined  to  do  whenever  a  change  should  happen.  I 
would  not  abandon  my  friends  while  they  were  martyrs ;  but,  now 
they  have  gained  their  crown  of  glory,  they  are  well  able  to  shift  for 
themselves ;  and  it  was  no  part  of  my  compact  to  go  to  that  heaven, 
St.  James's,  with  them.  Unless  I  dislike  Paris  very  much,  I  shall 
stay  some  time ;  but  I  make  no  declarations,  lest  I  should  be  soon 
tired  of  it,  and  come  back  again.  At  first,  I  must  like  it,  for  Lady 
Mary  Coke  will  be  there,  as  if  by  assignation.  The  Countesses  of 
Carlisle  and  Berkeley,  too,  I  hear,  will  set  up  their  staves  there  for 
some  time ;  but  as  my  heart  is  f aithfrd  to  Lady  Mary,  they  would 
not  charm  me  if  they  were  forty  times  more  disposed  to  it 

The  Emperor*  is  dead — but  so  are  all  the  MaxiTniliaTiw  and 

^  Fnadf  the  Fint,  Emperor  of  Ckrmsny,  dM  tt  Iniprnck,  on  Simday  tbo  ISih  of 
Angnst^WBiOHV. 
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Leopolds  his  predecessony  and  ivith  no  more  influence  on  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things.  Hie  Empress  Dowager  Queen  will  stiU  be 
master — unless  she  marries  an  Irishman,  as  I  wish  with  all  my  sovil 
she  may. 

The  Duke  and  Dudhess  of  Richmond  will  fellow  me  in  about  a 
fortnight :  Lord  and  Lady  George  Lennox  go  with  them;  and  Sir 
Charles  Bunbury  and  Lady  Sarah  are  to  be  at  Paris,  too,  fer  some 
time:  so  the  En^^ish  court  there  wiU  be  very  juvenile  and  blooming'. 
This  set  is  rather  younger  than  the  dowagers  with  whom  I  pass  so 
much  of  my  summers  and  autumns ;  but  this  is  to  be  my  last  sally 
into  the  world ;  and  when  I  return,  I  intend  to  be  as  sober  as  mr 
cat,  and  purr  quietly  in  my  own  chimney  comer. 

Adieu,  my  dear  lord !  May  ev^  happiness  attend  you  both, 
and  may  I  pass  some  agreeable  days  next  summer  wifli  you  at 
Wentworih-<»stIe ! 


1002.    TO  THK  BIGHT  HON.  LADY  HERVEY. 

AHmgUm  Slrtet,  Sept.  t,  17S5. 

The  trouble  your  ladyship  has  given  yourself  so  immediately, 
makes  me,  as  J  always  am,  ashamed  of  putting  you  to  any.  There 
is  no  persuading  you  to  oblige  moderately.  Do  you  know.  Madam, 
that  I  shall  tremble  to  deliver  the  letters  you  have  been  so  good  as 
to  send  meP  If  you  have  said  half  so  much  of  me,  as  you  are  so 
partial  as  to  think  of  me,  I  shall  be  undone.  limited  as  I  know 
myself,  and  hampered  in  bad  French,  how  shall  I  keqp  up  to  any 
character  at  all?  Madame  d'Aiguillon  and  Madame  Gec^&in  will 
never  believe  that  I  am  the  true  messenger,  but  will  conclude  that  I 
have  picked  Mr.  Walpole's  portmanteau's  pocket.  I  wish  only  io 
present  myself  to  them  as  one  devoted  to  your  ladyship;  that 
character  I  am  sure  I  can  support  in  any  languiaige,  and  it  is  the  one 
to  which  they  would  pay  the  most  regard.^Well  I  I  don't  care, 
MfldftTn — it  is  your  reputation  that  is  at  stake  more  than  mine :  and, 
if  they  find  me  a  simpleton  that  don't  know  how  to  e:^resB  myseU^ 
it  will  all  £b11  upon  you  at  last.  If  your  ladyship  will  risk  that,  I 
will,  if  you  please,  ihank  you  for  a  letter  to  Madame  d'E^ont,  too: 
I  long  to  know  your  fields,  thou{^  at  the  hazard  of  their  knowing 
yours.  Would  I  were  a  Jolly  old  man,  to  match,  at  least,  in  that 
respect,  your  jolli/  old  woman !  * — ^But,  alas !  I  am  nothing  but  a 

>  Lft  Dncheese  Donaiii^re  d'Aigiiillon,  n^  Ohftboi,  mother  of  ihe  Due  d'AigoQlo^, 


« .  " 
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poor  worn-out  rag,  and  fear,  when  I  oomo  to  Paris,  that  I  shall  be 
forced  to  pretend  that  I  have  had  the  gout  in  my  understanding. 
My  spirits,  suoh  as  they  are,  will  not  hear  translating ;  and  I  don't 
know  whether  I  shall  not  find  it  the  wisest  part  I  can  take  to  fling 
myself  into  geometry,  or  oommerce,  or  agriculture^  which  the  Frenoh 
now  esteem,  don't  understand,  and  think  we  do.  They  took  George 
Selwyn  for  a  poet,  and  a  judge  of  planting  and  dancing :  why  may 
I  not  pass  for  a  learned  man  and  a  philosopher  P  If  the  worst 
comes  to  the  worst,  I  will  admire  'Glarissa'  and  'Sir  Oharles 
Grandison ;'  and  declare  I  have  not  a  Mend  in  the  world  that  is 
not  like  my  Lord  Edward  Bomston,  though  I  never  knew  a  cha- 
racter like  it  in  my  days,  and  hope  I  never  shall ;  nor  do  I  think 
Bousseau  need  to  have  gone  so  £ar  out  of  his  way  to  paint  a  dis* 
agreeable  EnglishTnan. 

If  you  think.  Madam,  this  sally  is  not  very  favourable  to  the 
country  I  am  going  to,  recollect,  fliat  all  I  object  to  them  is  their 
quitting  their  own  agreeable  style,  to  take  up  the  worst  of  ours. 
Heaven  knows,  we  are  unpleasing  enough !  but,  in  the  first  place, 
they  don't  understand  us ;  and,  in  the  next,  if  they  did,  so  much 
the  worse  for  them.  What  have  they  gained  by  leaving  Molidre, 
Boileau,  Gomeille,  Bacine,  La  Bochefoucault,  Grebillon,  Marivauz, 
Voltaire,  &c.  P  No  nation  can  be  another  nation.  We  have  been 
clumsily  copying  them  for  these  hundred  years,  and  are  not  we 
grown  wonderfully  like  them  P  Come,  Madam,  you  like  what  I  like 
of  them;  I  am  going  thither,  and  you  have  no  aversion  to  going 
thither — but  own  the  truth;  had  not  we  both  rather  go  thither 
fourscore  years  agoP  Had  you  rather  be  acquainted  with  the 
charming  Madame  Scarron,  or  the  canting  Madame  de  Maintenon  P 
with  Louis  XEY.  when  the  Montespan  governed  him,  or  when 
P^  le  TeUierP  I  am  very  glad  when  folks  go  to  heaven, 
though  it  is  after  another  body's  fashion ;  but  I  wish  to  convcrso 
with  them  when  they  are  themselves.  I  abominate  a  conqueror ; 
but  I  do  not  think  he  makes  the  world  much  compensation,  by  cut- 
ting the  throats  of  his  Ftotestant  subjects  to  atone  for  the  massacres 
caused  by  his  ambition. 

who  taeeoeded  tho  Dne  de  Oholaeol  m  minkter  for  f ordga  al&ln.  She  wu  a  eorre- 
spondent  of  Ladj  Heirey's.  In  a  letter  to  Walpole,  of  the  20th  of  KoTember  17C6, 
Madame  da  Defihnd  aaya :  "  Je  lonpai  hier  dies  Madame  d'AJguiUon :  die  noas  lat  la 
tTadiictloik  de  Ui  Jjeitre  d'Hilobe  da  Pope,  ei  d'mi  diaai  da  poSme  de  Salomon,  de 
Prior ;  eUe  toit  admlraUement  bien ;  j'en  6taia  r6ellement  dana  renthousUflme : 
ditea-le  ft  Mlladi  Herrey."   She  died  in  1772.-.W»iaiiT. 
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The  lesult  of  all  fliis  dissertatioii,  Madam-^&r  I  don't  know  bow 
to  call  it  a  letter— is,  fliat  I  ahall  look  for  Pazis  in  the  midst  of 
Paris»  and  shall  think  more  of  the  Frendi  that  have  been  than  ibe 
Frendi  that  are,  except  of  a  few  of  your  fiiends  and  mine.  Those 
I  know,  I  admire  and  hononr,  and  I  am  sore  I  will  trust  to  yonr 
ladyship's  taste  for  the  others ;  and  if  ibey  bad  no  other  mmt»  I 
can  but  like  those  Ibat  will  talk  to  me  of  you.  They  will  find  more 
sentiment  in  me  on  that  chapter,  than  they  can  miss  parts ;  and  I 
flattor  myself  ibat  the  one  wfll  atone  for  the  other. 


loot.    TO  THS  BEY.  WILLIAM  COLR. 
DiabBib:  8UiMwbe»v$  JRg,  8epk  5, 176&. 

You  cannot  think  bow  agreeable  your  letter  was  to  me,  and  bow 
luckily  it  was  timed.  I  thought  you  in  Cheshire,  and  did  not  know 
bow  to  direct :  I  now  sit  down  to  answer  it  instantly. 

I  have  been  extremely  iU  indeed  with  the  gout  all  over ;  in  bead, 
stomach,  both  fee^  both  wristB,  and  both  shoulders.  I  kept  my  bed 
a  fortnight  in  the  most  sultry  part  of  Ibis  summer ;  and  for  nine 
weeks  could  not  say  I  was  reooyered.  Though  I  am  still  weak,  and 
very  soon  tired  with  the  least  walk,  I  am  in  other  respects  quite 
weUL  However,  to  promote  my  entire  re-establishment,  I  shall  set 
out  for  Paris  next  Monday.  Thus  your  letter  came  luckily.  To 
bear  you  talk  of  going  thither,  too,  made  it  most  agreeable.  Why 
should  you  not  advance  your  journey  P  Why  defer  it  till  ibe  wint^ 
is  coming  on  ?  It  would  make  me  quite  happy  to  visit  diuichesand 
convents  with  you :  but  they  are  not  comfortable  in  cold  weaflier. 
Do,  I  beseech  you,  follow  me  as  soon  as  possible.  The  thought  of 
your  being  Ibere  at  Ibe  same  time  makes  me  mudi  more  pleased 
with  my  journey ;  you  will  not,  I  hope,  Uke  it  the  less :  and,  if  our 
meeting  there  should  tempt  you  to  stay  longer,  it  will  make  me  still 
more  happy. 

If,  in  the  mean  time,  I  can  be  of  any  use  to  you,  I  shall  be  glad ; 
either  in  taking  a  lodging  for  you,  or  anything  else.  Let  me  laiow, 
and  direct  to  me  in  Arlington-street,  whence  my  servant  will  convey 
it  to  ma    Tell  me  above  all  things  that  you  will  set  out  sooner. 

If  I  have  any  money  left  when  I  return,  and  can  find  a  place  for 
it,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  purchase  the  ebony  cabinet  you  mention, 
and  will  make  it  a  visit  with  you  next  summer  if  you  please — ^bat 
first  let  us  go  to  Paris.   I  don't  give  up  my  passion  for  ebony :  but. 
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nnoe  the  destmctioii  of  the  Jesnite^  I  hear  one  oan  piok  up  so  many 
of  iheir  spoils  that  I  am  impatient  lor  the  opportonity . 

I  must  finish,  as  I  have  so  much  bnsiness  before  I  set  out ;  but  I 
must  repeat,  how  lucky  the  aniTal  of  your  letter  was,  how  gkd 
I  was  to  hear  of  your  intended  journey,  and  how  much  I  wish  it 
may  take  place  directly.  I  will  only  add  thai  the  court  goes  to 
Fontainbleau  the  last  week  in  September,  or  first  in  October,  and 
therefore  it  is  the  season  in  flie  worid  lor  seeing  all  Versailles 
quietly,  and  at  one's  ease.    Adieu  I  dear  Sir,  yours  most  cordially. 


1004.    TO  OBOSYSNOB  BKDFOBD,  B8Q.' 
thuB  Sn :  SinuibeFrg  HiU,  8^  5, 17SS. 

I  SHALL  set  out  for  Paris  next  Monday,  but  I  could  not  go 
without  taking  a  kind  leave  of  you,  I  wonld  not  tell  you  the  day 
sooner,  because  I  would  not  disturb  you  if  you  are  in  the  country, 
or  lame ;  and  because,  though  I  shall  be  in  London  for  two  days^ 
I  haye  so  much  to  do,  that  you  would  hardly  find  me  at  home. 

I  have  recovered  very  much  in  this  last  fortnight ;  and  except 
when  I  get  up,  or  attempt  to  take  a  walk,  whidi  very  soon  tires  me^ 
am  now  firee  firom  everything  but  weakness.  Change  of  air  and 
easy  motion,  will,  I  don't  doubt,  soon  quite  restore  me. 

If  you  have  any  business  with  me,  send  a  letter  at  any  time 
to  Arlington-street,  and  Favre,  whom  I  leave  behind,  will  convej 
it  tome. 

Adieu !  dear  Sir.  I  most  heartily  wish  you  healfli  and  happiness; 
and  am  ever  yours. 

Bob.  Walfolb. 

100«.    TO  THB  HON.  H.  a  CONWAT. 
Bbao  Gomnr :  AmAmB,  W^Annia^,  BqpL  U,  176& 

I  HAVB  had  a  very  prosperoos  journey  till  just  at  entering  this 
city.  I  escaped  a  Prince  of  Nassau  at  Dover,  and  sickness  at  sea, 
though  the  voyage  lasted  seven  hours  and  a  ha]£  I  have  recovered 
my  strengtli  surprisingly  in  the  time ;  though  almost  liEunished  for 
want  of  clean  victuals,  and  comfortable  tea  and  bread  and  butter. 
Half  a  mile  firom  hence  I  met  a  coach  and  four  with  an  equipage 

'  Kow  fini  printed.— CnmnaBAM. 

foil.  IT.  •  B 
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of  French,  and  a  lady  in  pea-green  and  alYOt,  a  smart  hat  and 
feather,  and  two  9iiiwmte8.  My  reason  told  me  it  was  the  Aidi- 
bishop's  ooncabine ;  bat  Inoldly  my  heart  whispered  that  it  was 
Lady  Mary  Ooke.  I  jnmped  oat  of  my  chaise — yes,  jnnqped.  aa 
Mrs.  Nugent  said  of  herself,  fall  on  my  knees,  and  said  my  fint 
Ave  Maria,  graHdplemi.  We  jost  shot  a  few  politics  flyinp-4eaid 
that  Madame  de  Mirepoix  had  toasted  me  f  o&er  day  in  tear— shook 
hands,  forgot  to  weep,  and  parted ;  she  to  the  Hereditary  PrineeBS, 
I  to  this  inn,  where  is  actoally  resident  the  Doehess  of  Doug^ 
We  are  not  likely  to  have  an  interooarse,  or  I  woold  declare  myself 
a  Hamilton. 

I  find  this  ooantry  wonderfully  enriched  since  I  saw  it  firar-and- 
twenty  years  ago.  Boulogne  is  grown  quite  a  plump  snug  town, 
with  a  number  of  new  houses.  The  worst  villages  are  ti^it»  and 
wooden  shoes  hare  disappeared.  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  city  of  London 
may  fimcy  what  they  wQl,  but  France  will  not  oome  apbegging  to 
the  Mansion-house  lius  year  or  two.  In  truth,  I  impute  this  air  of 
opulence  a  little  to  ourBelyes.  The  crambs  that  &II  £rom  flie  chaises 
of  the  swarms  of  English  that  Tisit  Paris,  must  haie  contribated  to 
fatten  this  province.  It  is  plain  I  must  have  little  to  do  when  I 
torn  my  hand  to  calculating:  but  here  is  my  observation.  From 
Boulogne  to  Paris  it  will  cost  me  near  ten  guineas ;  but  then  con- 
sider, I  travel  alone,  and  carry  Louis  most  part  of  (he  way  in  the 
chaise  with  me.  Nous  autres  fnilmh  Anglm  are  not  often  so  frogaL 
Your  brother,  last  year,  had  ninety-nine  English  to  dinner  on  the 
King's  birth-day.  How  many  of  them  do  you  think  dropped  so 
Utile  as  ten  guineas  on  this  road  P  In  short,  there  are  the  seeds 
of  a  calculation  for  you ;  and  if  you  will  water  them  with  a  torrent 
of  words,  they  will  produce  such  a  dissertation,  that  you  will  be 
able  to  vie  with  Gteorge  Gienville  next  session  in  plans  of  national 
economy— only  be  sure  not  to  tax  travelling  till  I  come  back,  loaded 
with  purchases ;  nor,  tiU  then,  propagate  my  ideas.  It  will  be  time 
enough  for  me  to  be  thrifty  of  the  nation's  money,  when  I  have 
spent  all  my  own. 

While  they  are  getting  my  dinner,  I  continue  my  joumaL  The 
Duchess  of  Douglas  (for  English  are  generally  the  most  extraordi- 
nary persons  that  we  meet  with  even  out  of  England)  left  Amiens 
before  me  on  her  way  home.  You  will  not  guess  what  she  carries 
with  her — Oh !  nothing  that  will  hurt  our  manufiBctures ;  nor  what 
George  Ghrenville  himself  would  seize.    One  of  her  servants  died  at 
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Paris ;  Bhe  had  him  embalmed,  and  the  body  is  lied  before  her 
ohaise : — a  droll  way  of  being  chief  mourner. 

For  a  French  absurdity^  I  haTe  obeerved  that  along  the  great 
roads  they  plant  walnut-tifeesi  but  strip  them  up  fiv  firing.  It  is 
like  the  owl  that  bit  off  the  feet  of  mice,  that  they  might  lie  still 
ftnd  fiitten. 

At  the  foot  of  this  hill  is  an  Qld-feshioned  di&teau  belonging  to 
ihe  Duke  of  Fita- James,  with  t^pare  ^  ^nwicMfttP  and  clipped  hedges. 
We  saw  him  walking  in  his  waistcoat  and  riband,  yery  well  pow- 
dered ;  a  figure  like  Ghierbhy .  I  cannot  say  his  seat  rivals  Goodwood 
or  Euston.^  I  shall  lie  at  Ghantilly  to-nig^t,  for  I  did  not  set  out 
till  ten  this  morning— not  because  I  could  not,  as  you  wiQ  suspect, 
get  up  sooner — ^but  because  aU  the  horses  in  the  country  have 
attended  the  Queen  to  Nancy.*  Besides,  I  haye  a  little  underplot 
of  seeing  Ghantilly  and  Si  Denis  in  my  way ;  which  you  know  one 
could  not  do  in  the  dark  to-night,  nor  in  winter,  if  I  return  then. 

SM  de/eue  Madame  VAw^boModnM  d^A^gUierrep 

8^  18, 9evM  o'dodt, 

I  am  just  arriyed.  My  Lady  Hertford  is  not  at  home,  and  Lady 
Anne'  will  not  come  out  of  her  burrow :  so  I  have  just  time  to  finish 
this  befixre  Madam  returns ;  and  Brian  sets  out  to-night  and  will 
carry  it  I  find  I  shall  haye  a  great  deal  to  say :  formerly  I  obsenred 
nofliing,  and  now  remark  eyerything  minutely.  I  haye  already 
fSallen  in  loye  wifli  twenty  things,  and  in  hate  with  forty.  Adieu! 
yours  oyer. 

lOOe.    TO  THB  RIGHT  HOK.  LADT  HSBYST. 

Paris,  Sept.  U,  1768. 

I  AM  but  two  days  old  here.  Madam,  and  I  doubt  I  wish  I  was 
really  so,  and  had  my  life  to  begin,  to  liye  it  here.  You  see  how 
just  I  am,  and  ready  to  make  amende  honorable  to  your  ladyship. 
Yet  I  haye  seen  yery  little.  My  Lady  Hertford  has  cut  me  to 
pieces,  and  thrown  me  into  a  caldron  with  tailors,  periwig-makers, 

*  The  Dae  de  Fimamee'e  fitther,  MmpmcImJ  Berwiek,  mm  a  natnnl  ion  of  Jamei  II. 
Mr.  Wilpole  therefore  oomparee  hie  eountry-Mat  with  thoee  of  the  Dukes  of  Blehmond 
•nd  QraftoB,  simUar  defloendeats  ftom  hie  brother^  Cherlee  11. — Oiokib. 

'  Stenifllani,  King  of  Polend,  ikther  of  the  Queen  of  Looii  XY.,  liyed  tA  Nancy.— 
Wbiobt. 

'  Lady  Anne  G^ymoiir  Conway,  afterwaidf  married  to  the  Barl  of  Drogheda.-* 
WaieHf. 
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snnff-box-wri^itsy  nuUinesSy.  &c.  which  really  took  up  but  little  tisie; 
and  I  am  come  out  quite  mm,  with  evexything  but  yoatb.  The 
journey  reooTered  me  with  magic  expedition.  My  straugthy  if  mine 
could  erer  be  called  strength,  is  retained ;  and  the  gout  going  off 
in  a  minuet  step.  I  will  say  nofliing  of  my  spuitB,  whidi  are 
indecently  juvenile,  and  not  lees  improper  for  my  age  than  far  tiie 
country  where  I  am ;  which,  if  you  will  give  me  leaTe  to  say  it» 
has  a  thought  too  much  gravity.  I  don't  yenture  to  lau^  or  talk 
nonsense,  but  in  EngHsh. 

Madame  Gtooffirin  came  to  town  but  last  night,  and  is  not  visilJe 
on  Sundays;  but  I  hope  to  deliver  your  ladyship's  letter  aaad  padrat 
to-morrow.  Mesdames  d'Aignillon,  d'Egmont,  and  Ghabot,  and  the 
Due  de  Nivemois  are  all  in  the  country.  Madame  de  Boufflen  is 
at  risle  Adam,  whither  my  Lady  Hertford  is  gone  to-nig^t  to  sup, 
for  the  first  time,  being  no  longer  ohained  down  to  the  ineivility  of 
an  ambassadress.  She  returns  after  siqyper;  an  irregularity  that 
frightens  me,  who  have  not  yet  got  rid  of  all  my  barbarisms.  There 
is  one,  alas !  I  never  shall  get  over — the  dirt  of  tiiis  country :  it  is 
melancholy,  after  the  purity  of  Strawberry !  The  narrowness  of  the 
streets,  trees  dipped  to  resemble  brooms,  and  planted  on  pedestals  of 
chalk,  and  a  few  other  points,  do  not  edify  me.  The  Froich  Opera, 
which  I  have  heard  to-nigfat»  disgusted  me  as  much  as  ever;  and  tiie 
more  for  being  followed  by  the  Devin  de  Village,  which  shows  that 
they  can  sing  without  cracking  the  drum  of  one's  ear.  The  scenes 
and  dances  are  delightful :  the  Italian  comedy  charming.  Then  I 
am  in  love  with  ireiUage  and  fountains,  and  will  prove  it  at  Sfaraw- 
berry.  Chantilly  is  so  exactly  what  it  was  when  I  saw  it  above 
twenty  years  ago,  fliat  Lrecolleoted  the  very  positkni  of  Monsieur 
le  Due's  chair  and  the  gallery.  The  latter  gave  me  the  first  idea  of 
mine ;  but,  presumption  apart,  mine  is  a  thousand  times  prettier. 
I  gave  my  Lord  Herbert's  compliments  to  the  statue  of  his  friend 
the  Constable ;  *  and,  waiting  some  time  for  the  concieige,  I  called 
out  0&  eat  VaUflf* 

In  short,  Madam,  being  as  tired  as  one  can  be  of  one's  own 
country, — ^I  don't  say  whether  that  is  mmSk  or  little, — I  find  myself 
wonderfully  disposed  to  like  this.    Indeed  I  wish  I  could  wash  it 

>  The  ConsUUe  de  Montmorenej.      See  L^  qfLord  HeiheH  qfCherhwy,  p.  67. 

— WjLLfrOlil. 

*  The  mattr»41idtel,  who,  during  the  Tiiit  which  Lonis  XIT.  made  to  the  tnad 
Cond6  fti  ChAiiiiUy,  pat  an  end  to  hU  ezisieaect,  beevue  he  fosred  the  aea^lih  woatd 
not  airiye  in  time  for  one  da/e  repast — Buuit. 
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Madamo  de  Chierohy  is  all  goodness  to  me ;  but  that  is  not  new.  I 
have  already  been  prevented  by  great  civilities  from  Madame  de 
Beniheim  and  my  old  friend  Madame  deMitepoix ;  but  am  not  likely 
to  see  the  latter  mueh,  who  is  grown  a  most  paxtienlar  &yourite  of 
the  King,  and  seldom  from  bim.  The  Dauphin  is  ill,  and  thought 
in  a  very  bad  way.  I  hope  he  will  live,  lest  the  theatres  should  be 
shut  up.  Your  ladyship  knows  I  never  trouble  my  head  about 
royalties,  farther  flian  it  affects  my  own  interest  In  tmlh,  the  way 
ilutt  princes  affect  my  interest  is  not  the  common  way. 

I  have  not  yet  tapped  the  chapter  of  baubles,  being  desirous  of 
making  my  revenues  maintain  me  here  as  loi^  as  possible.  It  will 
be  time  enough  to  return  to  my  Pariiament  when  I  want  money. 

Mr.  Hume,  that  is  the  Mod^}  asked  much  about  your  ladyship. 
I  have  seen  Madame  de  Monaco,*  and  think  her  very  handsome,  and 
extremely  pleasing.  The  younger  Madame  d'l^ont,*  I  hear,  dis- 
putes the  pahn  with  her;  and  Madame  de  Brionne^  is  not  left 
without  partisans.  The  nymphs  of  the  theatres  are  laide%  a /aire  peur, 
which  at  my  age  is  a  piece  of  luck,  like  going  into  a  shop  of 
curiosities,  and  finding  nothing  to  tempt  one  to  throw  away  one^s 
money. 

There  are  several  English  here,  whether  I.wiU  or  not  I  certainly 
did  not  come  for  them,  and  shall  connect  with  them  as  little  as  pos- 
sible. The  few  I  value,  I  hope  sometimes  to  hear  ot  Your  ladyship 
guesses  how  far  that  wish  extends.  Consider  too,  Madam,  that  ono 
of  my  unworthinesses  is  washed  and  done  away,  by  the  confession  I 
made  in  Ihe  beginning  of  my  letter. 

lOOT.    TO  THB  RBY.  WILLIAM  COLB. 
Ihu»  Sift :  Parii,  Wediteada^,  Sqpi.  18, 1765. 

I  HAVE  this  moment  received  your  letter,  and  as  a  courier  is  just 

*  **  Home's  oonrensUon  to  Btnuigpen,'*  aajs  Lord  Chmilemoiit,  ^  and  BtUl  more  par* 
iicnlarly,  one  would  soppose,  to  Pitnicli  women,  coold  be  liUle  delightftil ;  and  yet  no 
lady's  toilette  was  complete  withont  his  attendance.  At  the  Opcm,  his  broad»  un- 
meaning face  was  nsnally  seen  entre  deux  jolis  minois :  the  ladies  in  France  gave  the 
ton,  and  the  Um  was  deism." — ^Wsioht. 

*  Madame  de  Monaco,  afterwards  Princess  de  Condi. — WaioBt. 

*  Daughter  of  the  celebrated  Mazshal  Dne  de  Biohelien.  She  was  one  of  the  hand- 
somest women  in  France. — Wriout. 

*  Madame  de  Brionne,  n6e  Rohan  Roehefort,  wife  of  M.  de  Brionne  of  the  house 
of  Lorraine,  and  mother  of  the  Prince  de  Lambese ;  known  by  his  imprudent  conduct 
at  the  head  of  Us  regiment  In  the  garden  ef  the  Toileries,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
raroltttion. — Weioht. 


4M  HORAOS  WALPOUrS  UmR&  [17<& 

■ettiiig  oiit»  I  had  father  take  the  opportasiiy  of  iriitmg  to  yoa  a 
short  letter  than  defer  it  fer  a  longer. 

I  had  a  very  good  passage,  and  pleasant  joniney,  and  find  myself 
snrprisin^y  reoovered  for  the  timei  Thank  yoa  finr  the  good  news 
you  tell  xne  of  your  eoming :  it  gfres  me  great  joy. 

To  the  end  ot  this  week  I  shall  be  in  Lord  Hertford's  honae;  so 
have  not  yet  got  a  lodging :  bat  when  I  dO|  yon  will  easily  find  me. 
I  have  no  banker,  bat  credit  on  a  nerohant  who  is  a  pnTate  fi^nd 
of  Lord  Hertford ;  eonseqpiently,  I  cannot  give  yon  cvedit  on  hxai : 
bat  yon  shall  haye  the  use  of  my  eredit»  which  wiU  be  the  same 
thing ;  and  we  can  settle  our  aoeoontB  together.  I  broo^^t  about  a 
hundred  pounds  with  me,  as  I  would  advise  you  to  do.  Ghnneaa 
you  may  change  into  louis  or  IVench  erowns  atOahus  and  Boulogne; 
and  even  small  bank-bills  will  be  taken  here.  In  any  shi^  I  will 
assist  you.  Be  carafdl  on  the  road.  Hy  portmanteau,  with  part  of 
my  linen,  was  stolen  from  before  my  chaise  at  noon,  while  I  went 
to  see  Ghantilly.  If  you  stir  out  of  your  room,  lock  the  door  of  it 
in  (he  inn,  or  leave  your  man  in  it  If  you  arrive  near  the  time 
you  propose,  you  will  find  me  here,  and  I  hope  much  bnger. 

1008.    TO  QEORGB  MONTAQTT,  ESQ. 

Parig,  &SP&  as,  1766. 

Thb  oonoem  I  felt  at  not  seeing  you  before  I  left  England,  might 
make  me  e:q>ress  myself  warmly,  but  I  assure  you  it  was  nothing 
but  concern,  nor  was  mixed  with  a  grain  of  pouting.  I  knew  some 
of  your  reasons,  and  guessed  others.  The  latter  grieve  me  heartQy ; 
but  I  advise  you  to  do  as  I  do :  when  I  meet  with  ingratitude^  I 
take  a  short  leave  both  of  it  and  its  host  Formerly  I  used  to  look 
out  for  indenmification  somewhere  else;  but  having  lived  long 
enough  to  learn  that  the  reparation  generally  proved  a  second  evfl 
of  the  same  sort,  I  am  content  now  to  akin  over  such  wounds  with 
amusements,  which  at  least  leave  no  scars.  It  is  true,  amusements 
do  not  always  amuse  when  we  bid  them.  I  find  it  so  here ;  nothing 
strikes  me ;  everjrthing  I  do  is  indifferent  to  me.  I  like  the  people 
very  well,  and  their  way  of  life  very  well ;  but  as  neither  were  my 
object,  I  should  not  much  care  if  tiiey  were  any  otiier  people,  or  it 
was  any  other  way  of  life.  I  am  out  of  England,  and  my  purpose  is 
answered. 

Nothing  can  be  more  obliging  than  the  reception  I  meet  with 
everywhere.    It  may  not  be  more  sincere  (and  why  should  it  ?)  than 


176&]  10  MB.  MOOT AOV.  107 

oar  cold  and  bare  omlity ;  but  it  is  better  dresBed,  and  looks  nata« 
nl ;  one  asks  no  more.  I  baYe  begun  to  sup  in  French  booses,  and 
as  Lady  Hertfiud  has  left  Paris  to-day,  shall  increase  my  intimacies. 
There  are  swarms  of  English  here»  Imt  most  of  them  are  going,  to 
my  great  satisfiMstioB.  As  the  greatest  part  are  very  yonng,  they 
oan  no  more  be  entertainmg  to  me  than  I  to  themi  and  it  certainly 
was  not  my  eonntrymen  that  I  came  to  live  with.  Snppers  please 
me  fxtremely ;  I  love  to  rise  and  breakfast  late,  and  to  trifle  away 
the  day  as  I  like.  There  are  sights  oiongh  to  answer  that  end,  and 
shops  yon  know  are  an  endless  field  for  me.  The  city  appears  mnch 
worse  to  me  than  I  flionght  I  remembered  it  The  French  mnsio 
as  shoddng  as  I  knew  it  was.  The  French  stage  is  fallen  off, 
though  in  the  only  part  I  have  seen  Le'  Kain  *  I  admire  him  ex- 
tremely. He  is  very  ugly  and  ill  made,  and  yet  has  an  heroic 
dignity  which  Ghirrick  wants,  and  great  fire.  The  Dnmenil  I  have 
not  seen  yet,  bat  shall  in  a  day  or  two.  It  is  a  mcntification  that 
I  cannot  compare  her  with  the  Olairon,  who  has  left  the  stage. 
Ghrandval  I  saw  through  a  whole  play  without  suspecting  it  was  he. 
Alas  I  four-|md-twenty  years  make  strange  havoc  with  us  mortals  I 
Tou  cannot  imagine  how  this  struck  me  I  The  Italian  comedy,  now 
united  wifli  their  opera  eamique,  is  their  most  perfect  diversion ;  but 
alas  I  harlequin,  my  dear  fistvourite  harlequin,  my  passion,  makes 
me  more  melancholy  than  cheerful.  Instead  of  laughing,  I  sit 
sQently  reflecting  how  everything  loses  channs  when  one's  own 
youfli  does  not  lend  it  gilding  I  When  we  are  divested  of  that 
eagerness  and  illusion  with  which  our  youth  presents  objects  to  us, 
we  are  but  the  caput  m&rtuum  of  pleasure. 

Grave  as  these  ideas  are,  they  do  not  unfit  me  for  Frendi  com- 
pany. The  present  tone  is  serious  enough  in  conscience.  Un- 
luckily, the  subjects  of  their  conversation  are  duller  to  me  than  my 
own  Noughts,  which  may  be  tinged  with  melancholy  reflections,  but 
I  doubt  from  my  constitution  will  never  be  insipid. 

The  French  affect  philosophy,  literature,  and  freethinking:  the 
first  never  did,  and  never  will  possess  me ;  of  the  two  others  I  have 
long  been  tired.  Freethinking  is  for  one's  self,  surely  not  for 
socieiy ;  besides  one  has  settled  one's  way  of  thinking,  or  knows 
it  cannot  be  settled,  and  for  others  I  do  not  see  why  there  is  not 

>  Le  Kiln  wis  bom  at  Parbin  1726,  and  died  there  in  1778.  He  wai  originallj 
brought  np  ae  a  mTgical  iaatrament  maker ;  bat  hii  dramatic  talente  baring  been 
made  known  to  Voltaire,  he  took  him  under  his  instnictionB,  and  aecnred  him  an  en- 
gagement at  theFransalB,  where  he  performed  for  the  flist  time  in  1750.— Wriobt. 
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88  niiich  biguiiy  m  attemptbig  omivmioiu  from  any  idjgKn  as 
to  it.  I  dined  to-di^  witb  a  dosen  isaam^  and  though  all  fhe 
servants  were  waitiugi  the  oonfenaiioii  was  maoh  moro  unre- 
strained, even  on  fiie  Old  Testsment*  than  I  wodld  suffiar  at  mj 
own  table  in  Englandj  if  a  sin^  ibotman  was  present  For  ]ite> 
raiare»  it  is  very  amusing  wben  one  has  nothing  else  to  doL  I 
think  it  rather  pedantic  in  sosieiy;  tiiesone  when  diaplaTed  pio- 
fessedly;  and,  besidesi  in  fliis  ooouby  one  is  sure  it  is  only  the 
fiuhion  of  the  day.  Their  tasto  in  it  is  wovst  of  all :  ooold  one 
believe  that  when  they  read  oar  anthon,  RichaTdson  and  Mr.  Hume 
should  be  their  fiivouritesP  The  latter  is  treated  hero  with  perfeot 
▼eneration.  EQs  Hisbny,  so  fidsified  in  many  points^  so  partial  in 
as  many,  so  Teiy  nneqnal  in  iti  partem  is  tfaoogfat  flie  standard  of 
writing. 

In  their  dress  and  equipages  fliey  are  grown  Toiy  sin^leu  We 
English  are  living  upon  their  old  gpds  and  goddesses ;  I  roD  about 
in  a  chariot  decorated  with  cqiids,  and  look  like  the  grendfathcr  of 
Adft|^iif 

Of  their  parliaments  and  deigy  I  hear  a  good  deal,  and  attend 
very  little:  I  cannot  take  19  any  history  in  the  middle^  and  was  too 
sick  of  politics  at  home  to  enter  into  them  here.  In  shorty  I  have 
done  with  the  world,  and  live  in  it  rather  than  in  a  desert,  like  yon. 
Few  m&x  can  bear  absolute  retirement,  and  we  EngUsh  worst  of  aU. 
We  grow  so  humouraome,  so  obstinate  and  aqptioioas,  and  so  pre- 
judiced, fliat  it  requires  a  fimd  of  good-nature  Uke  yours  not  to  grow 
morose.  Company  keeps  our  rind  from  growing  too  coarse  and 
rough ;  and  though  at  my  return  I  design  not  to  mix  in  public^  I 
do  not  intend  to  be  quite  a  recluse.  My  absence  will  put  it  in 
my  power  to  take  up  or  drop  as  muoh  as  I  please.  Adieu  I  I 
shall  inquire  about  your  conmuasion  of  bodcB,  but  having  been 
arrived  but  ten  days,  have  not  yet  had  time.  Need  I  sayP — 
no  I  need  not  —  that  nobody  can  be  more  afifoctionately  yonn 
than,  Ac 

1009.    TO  SIB  HOBACB  KANIT. 

PuHi,  8q^  t%  irSff. 

No  poor  mortal  was  ever  so  glad  to  return  to  his  own  country,  as 
I  was  to  quit  mine.  It  is  true  this  is  pretty  much  the  sum  total  ot 
my  satisfaction.  I  am  very  well  received  here ;  like  much  some  that 
I  knew  before  I  arrived,  and  some  I  am  acquainted  with  sbce; 
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Iiave  sights  to  see*  and  baubles  to  buy,  two  considerable  occupations 
of  my  life ;  but  I  am  not  yoimg  enough  to  be  enchanted  wiUi  any- 
thing new :  still  less  of  an  age  to  form  friendships,  when  one  has 
proved  how  rarely  the  thing  exists  at  alL  But  I  am  unchamed 
fiom  politics,  and  have  no  longer  anybody's  follies  to  answer  for, 
or  care  fer,  but  my  own. 

I  did  not  receive  your  last  till  I  came  hither,  and  it  was  then  too 
late,  when  your  new  grand  Duke  was  on  the  road,  to  mention  to 
Hr.  Conway  what  you  hint  at,  an  increase  of  character.  In  truth, 
my  object  for  you  is  always  of  a  more  solid  nature ;  I  had  rathor 
your  appointiaients  were  increased  than  your  dignify.  At  present, 
too,  a  new  solicitation  might  interfere  with  the  lUband,  which  I 
think  would  cast  more  lustre  on  you  than  a  step  of  ofiBce.  My 
interest  is  not  great  enough  to  obtain  all  I  should  wish  for  you,  if  it 
can  obtain  anytiiing;  and  I  doubt,  the  measore  of  leaving  what  are 
called  all  mpfriemb,  will  not  add  to  my  credit.  It  must  have  been 
you,  and  almost  only  yon,  for  whom  I  would  have  asked  anything. 
The  fewer  obligations  I  have,  the  less  right  has  anybody  to  tax  my 
attendance.  I  want  to  dissolve  most  of  my  connections,  not  to 
increase  them,  and  to  break  off  with  a  world,  of  which  I  am  heartily 
tired  as  to  anything  serious. 

Lady  Heriford  is  gone,  and  the  Duke  of  Biohmond  not  come ; 
consequently  I  am  as  iioU  as  I  can  wish  to  be.  There  are  three  or 
four  houses  whither  I  go  when  I  will,  but  you  may  believe  that  it  is 
not  constant.  Their  histories  are  unknown  to  me,  and  uninterest- 
ing. Their  politics  most  indifhrent;  their  foshionaUe  literatore^ 
and  more  £EMhionable  irreligion,  subjects  of  which  I  am  tired.  I 
neither  love  to  dispute  nor  discuss.  In  short,  nothing  interests  me 
but  a  few  pointB  on  which  I  do  not  caie  to  think,  much  less  to  talk 
with  indifferent  persons.  I  am  Metiiuselah  on  most  things,  and  a 
boy  on  others,  and  one  don'tlove  to  tell  people  that  one's  passions  are 
too  superannuated  or  too  juvenile ;  that  one  is  past  caring  for  what 
they  tike,  and  still  too  attached  to  some  sentiments  of  one's  own. 
When  the  mande  returns  to  Paris,  I  shall  probably  be  more  dissi- 
pated, but  I  am  not  discontented  with  my  present  nonchalance. 

Prince  Beauvau*  is  at  Bordeaux,  and  is  likely  to  stay  some  time* 
I  saw  his  daughter  the  other  night  at  Madame  de  Miropoix's,  who 
is  like  what  he  was,  but  it  is  not  delicate  enough  for  a  girL    Here 

1  Son  of  the  Prinee  de  Cnon.  His  only  ehild  bj  his  first  wife  married  the  Prince 
de  Poiz,  son  of  the  Comte  de  Noaillei.  HU  teoond  wife  was  a  widow,  Madame  de 
Clermont,  sufter  of  the  Comte  de  Chabot,  hj  whom  he  had  no  children. — Waupoul 
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18  a  Dr.  Gatti,  a  disoqile  of  Oooohit  who  qpeaks  of  yoa  with  great 
r^gaid,  and  deaived  me  to  inontioa  him.  I  was  pleased  the  other 
night  at  the  ItaUan  comedy  to  find  I  had  lort  80  li^  of  ray  Italian 
as  to  understand  it  hotter  than  the  French  scenes. 

Though  the  £uhionable  torn  is  serioos,  yet  it  is  still  fiwhinn  thai 
roles.  The  Count  de  St  Florentin,  Seoefauy  of  State,  has  had  hia 
hand  cot  off  on  (he  bunting  of  his  gon :  they  had  talked  of  it  two 
days  and  were  tired.  Sraiebody  asked  how  he  didP  ''Bon!" 
replied  one  of  the  company^  *'  on  n'en  parle  plus."  He  was  not  out 
of  danger,  but  it  was  an  old  story. 

The  Dauphin  is  in  a  yery  bad  way,  and  not  likely  to  five.  Of 
T^g^^*^  history  I  know  not  a  syllable.  I  conclude  there  is  nothiqg 
to  know.  The  shooting  season  is  begun,  and  we  have  our  fashioroi 
too.  I  suppose  of  poUtics  an  ne  park  pbtB.  I  eiqpect  some  U^Mage 
from  the  residence  of  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Brunswick  at 
St  James's.  Her  Boyal  Highness  is  of  a  lively  imagination* 
and  he  did  not  leave  En^and  in  a  style  that  promised  sodden 


They  question  me  mudi  here,  why  Mr.  Pitt  did  not  accept  the 
Administration  ?  Truly  it  would  be  di£5cult  lor  me  to  ez^ain  to 
them  what  I  do  not  understand  myself  I  Mimmeur  de  Temple  is  itia 
more  inexplicable.  I  do  not  give  myself  much  trouUe  to  xufonn 
them ;  and  I  hear  with  great  tranquillity  que  OMi  «fi  irk»  Um 
honmie  que  ee  Mihrd  Bath.^  However,  I  could  not  conceive  that 
they  knew  so  very  little  of  a  conntiy  which  has  lately  been  so  much 
in  vogue  with  them.  A  veiy  sensible  woman'  knew  more  of  the 
matter,  when  she  said  to  me  last  night,  **  Yous  avez  eu  un  moment 
bien  brillant,  mais  vous  Ates  tomb^ ! "    Yes,  in  good  truth. 

Write  to  me,  addressed  to  Monsieur  Foley,  banquier,  i  Paris,  and 
tell  me  of  your  new  Court'  I  hope  you,  like  me  and  (he  vidgar, 
expect  marvels  at  first  from  a  young  sovereign.— -I  remembw,  and 
laugh  at,  mysel£ 

Adieu !  This  is  a  dull  letter  enough.  I  know  no  events,  and 
you  will  not  expect  me  to  write  Travels,  like  Misson,  or  to  fitdl  in 
love,  like  Pobiitz,^  with  aU  the  princes  and  princesses  of  the  earth. 
My  spirits  would  serve  if  Ihey  found  proper  food,  but  I  believe  they 


1  Lord  BAlhaitlw  end  ofUfUfcliAd  been  at  Ftolt.—WALFOLa 

*  The  eelebimted  lCidmiii«  OMffHii.— Walpoli. 

'  Th«  Archdoke  Leopold,  brother  9i  the  Smperor  Joeeph  IL,  wm  Oraii  Duke  of 
Tuaeany,  end  married  a  Princeaa  of  Spain.— WAi.roL& 

*  i3aion  Fdlnitx  wrote  aooonnU  of  leTeral  £aropeaa  Conrta. — Waltoul 
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will  He  pretty  ftUow  for  the  rest  of  my  life.  When  one  lias  a 
■ttignlfty  torn  of  miiidy  and  not  UmU  idih  a  new  woddy  one  groiTB 
nmntelligible  but  to  the  few  oontemporarieB  that  reet  about  one. 
Hy  mind  has  taken  in  its  qnantom  of  fcelioga.  I  shall  Uye  upon 
the  old  stock ;  and,  I  douH  be  Tery  inaipid  both  to  myadf  and 
oihen.    Adienl 

P.S.  Sir  James  Haedonald  is  gdng  from  henoe  to  Floranoe,  and 
has  desired  me  to  give  him  a  recommendation  to  yon.  He  is  a 
particular  friend  of  Lord  Beanohamp/  and  a  very  extraordinary 
young  man  for  variety  of  learning.  He  is  rather  too  wise  for  his 
age,  and  too  fond  of  shewing  it,  but  when  he  has  seen  more  of  the 
worldy  he  will  choose  to  know  less. 

Lord  Beaubhamp  passed  through  here  to-day,  and  stopped  for 
only  four  hours.    He  spoke  of  you  in  raptures. 


1010.    TO  THB  BIGHT  HON.  LADT  HKBYSY. 

Paris,  Oct.  8, 17S& 

Still  I  have  seen  neither  Madame  d'Egmont  nor  the  Duchess 
d' Aigoillon,  who  are  in  the  country ;  but  the  latter  comes  to  Paris 
to-morrow.  Madame  Chabot  I  railed  on  last  night  She  was  not 
at  home,  but  the  Hdtel  de  Camavalet'  was;  and  I  stopped  on 
purpose  to  say  an  ave-maria  before  ii  It  is  a  very  mngnlar 
building,  not  at  all  in  the  French  style,  and  looks  like  an  ex  vaio 
raised  to  her  honour  by  some  of  her  foreign  votaries.  I  don't 
think  her  honoured  half  enough  in  her  own  country.  I  shall 
bum  a  little  incense  before  your  Oardinal's  heart,*  Madam,  a  wire 
intention^ 

I  have  been  with  Madame  G^ffirin  several  times,  and  think  she 
has  one  of  the  best  understandings  I  ever  met,  and  more  knowledge 
of  the  world.  I  may  be  charmed  with  the  French,  but  your  lady- 
ship must  not  expect  that  they  will  &11  in  love  with  me.  Without 
affecting  to  lower  myself,  the  disadvantage  of  qpeaking  a  language 
worse  than  any  idiot  one  meets,  is  insurmountable:  flie  siQiest 
Frenchman   is  eloquent  to  me,  and  leaves  me  embarrassed  and 

<  Fnada  Seymour  Conwaj,  eldest  son  of  the  Beil  of  Hertford.— Walpoli. 

*  Midame  de  Mrign^'e  renldenoe  in  Ftfis.— Walpoli. 

*  TheCaniiiialde  Riohetten's  heart  at  the  Sorbonne.^WALPOLi. 
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obscure.  I  could  name  twenty  other  reasons,  if  tliia  one  was  not 
sufficient.  As  it  is,  my  own  defects  are  the  sole  canae  of  my  not 
lildng  Paris  entirely :  the  constraint  I  am  nnder  finom  not  hcang 
perfectly  master  of  flieir  language^  and  ftom  being  so  much  in  tibe 
dark,  as  one  necessarily  must  be,  on  half  tibie  subjects  of  tbeir  ooo- 
versation,  preyents  my  enjoying  that  ease  for  which  their  society  is 
calculated.    I  am  much  amused,  but  not  comfinrtable. 

The  Duo  de  Nivemois  is  extremely  good  to  me;  he  inquired 
much  after  your  ladyship.  So  does  Colonel  Drumgold.*  The  latter 
complains ;  but  both  of  them,  espeoially  the  Due,  seem  better  than 
when  in  England.  I  meet  the  Buchesse  de  Goss^'  this  evening  at 
Madame  QeofiUn's.  She  is  pretty,  with  a  great  resemUanoe  to  her 
£ftther ;  lively  and  good-humoured,  not  genteeL 

Yesterday  I  went  through  all  my  presentations  at  YeiBaillcs. 
'lis  very  conyenient  to  gobble  up  a  whole  royal  £Bumily  in  an  hoards 
time,  instead  of  being  sacrificed  one  week  at  Leicester-house 
[Princess  Dowager  of  Wales],  another  in  Grosvenor-street  [Duke 
of  Cumberland's],  a  third  in  Cavendish-square  [Princess  Amelia's], 
&c  Ac  Ac  La  Berne  is  b  pine  ffrand  rai  du  numde^  and  talked 
much  te  me,  and  would  have  said  more  if  I  would  have  let  her ; 
but  I  was  awkward,  and  shrunk  back  into  the  crowd.  None  of  the 
rest  spoke  to  me.  The  King  is  still  much  handsomer  flian  his 
pictures,  and  has  great  sweetness  in  his  countenance,  instead  of  that 
farauche  look  which  they  give  hun.  The  Mesdames  are  not  beauties, 
and  yet  have  something  Bourbon  in  their  fisu^es.  The  Daiqihiness 
I  approve  the  least  of  all :  with  nothing  good-humoured  in  her 
countenance,  she  has  a  look  and  accent  that  made  me  dread  lest  I 
should  be  invited  to  a  private  party  at  loo  with  her.^  The  poor 
Dauphin  is  ghastly,  and  perishing  before  one's  eyes. 

Fortune  bestowed  on  me  a  much  more  curious  sight  than  a  set  of 
princes;    the  wild  beast  of  the  Gevaudan,  which  is  killed,  and 

*  Colonel  Dmxngold  was  bom  si  Paris  in  1780,  and  died  there  in  1786.  Dr.  John- 
aoDi  in  giving  Boeweli  an  aooonnt  of  faJa  Tiait  to  Faria  in  1776,  made  the  followiiig 
mention  of  him  :— "  I  was  Joat  beginning  to  enep  into  acqwaintanee,  by  meant  of 
Colonel  Dmmgold,  a  veiy  high  man.  Sir,  head  of  L'Ecole  Miiitaire,  and  a  moit  com- 
plete character ;  for  he  had  firat  been  a  profeaaor  of  rhetoric,  and  then  became  a 
soldier."  Ue  was  the  anthor  of  ^  La  Qaiet6,"  a  poem,  and  sereeal  other  pieoea.— 
Wbioht. 

*  Wife  of  the  Dnc  de  CoaaC  Briaac,  goremor  of  Puis.  She  waa  a  daughter  of  iha 
Dae  de  NiToraoia. — Wbiobt. 

'  Madame  de  Sdvignd  thns  ezpreasea  herMlf  of  Loois  XIT.  after  his  having  taken 
much  notice  of  her  at  Versaillee.    See  her  Letters. — Baaar. 

*  Hemeansy  that  she  had  a  reiembknce  to  the  late  Prinoeas  Amelia.— Biaar. 
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actually  in  the  Queen's  antechamber.  It  is  a  thought  less  than  a 
leviathan  and  the  beast  in  the  Bevelations,  and  has  not  half  so 
many  wings  and  eyes  and  talons  as  I  believe  they  have,  or  will  have 
Bome  time  or  other ;  this  being  possessed  but  of  two  eyes,  four  £9et^ 
and  no  wings  at  all.  It  is  as  like  a  wolf  as  a  oommissaiy  in  the 
late  war,  exoept,  notwithstanding  all  the  stories,  that  it  has  not 
devoured  near  so  many  persons.  In  short.  Madam,  now  it  is  dead 
and  oome,  a  wolf  it  certainly  was,  and  not  more  above  the  common 
mze  than  Mrs.  Gavendish  is.  It  has  left  a  dowager  and  four  young 
princes. 

Mr.  Stanley,  who  I  hope  will  trouble  himself  with  this,  has  been 
most  exceedingly  kind  and  obliging  to  me.  I  wish  that,  instead  of 
my  being  so  muidh  in  your  ladyship's  debt,  you  were  a  little  in  mine, 
and  then  I  would  beg  you  to  thank  him  fer  me.  Well,  but  as  it  is, 
why  should  not  you,  Madam  P  He  will  be  ohanned  to  be  so  paid, 
and  you  will  not  dislike  to  please  him.  In  short,  J  would  finin  have 
him  know  my  gratitude ;  and  it  is  hearing  it  in  the  most  agreeable 
vray,  if  expressed  by  your  ladyship. 


101 L    TO  JOHN  CHUTE,  ESa 

Farii,  OeL  8, 1765. 

I  don't  know  where  you  are,  nor  when  I  am  likely  to  hear  of 
you.  I  write  at  random,  and,  as  I  talk,  the  first  thing  that  comes 
into  my  pen. 

I  am,  as  you  certainly  conclude,  much  more  amused  than  pleased. 
At  a  certain  time  of  life,  sights  and  new  objects  may  entertain 
one,  but  new  people  cannot  find  any  place  in  one's  affection.  New 
faces  with  some  name  or  other  beloi^ing  to  them,  catch  my  attention 
for  a  minute— I  cannot  say  many  preserve  it.  Five  or  six  of  the 
women  that  I  have  seen  already  are  very  sensible.  The  men  are  in 
general  much  inferior,  and  not  even  agreeable.  They  sent  us  their 
best,  I  beUeve,  at  first,  the  Duo  de  Nivemois.  Their  authors,  who 
by  the  way  are  ever]rwhere,  are  worse  than  their  own  writings, 
which  I  don't  mean  as  a  compliment  to  either.  In  general,  the  style 
of  conversation  is  solemn,  pedantic,  and  seldom  animated,  but  by  a 
dispute.  I  was  expressing  my  aversion  to  disputes:  Mr.  Hume, 
who  very  gratefully  admires  the  tone  of  Paris,  having  never  known 
any  other  tone,  said  with  great  surprise,  **  Why,  what  do  you  like, 
if  yon  hate  bofli  disputes  and  whisk  P" 
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What  Btrikes  me  the  moit  upon  the  whole  la^  the  total  differenoe 
of  mannen  between  them  and  usi  from  (he  greatest  object  to  the 
least    There  is  not  the  smallest  Himilitnde  in  the  twentjr-four  hoon. 
It  is  obvions  in  every  trifle.    Servants  oany  their  lady's  train^  and 
pat  her  into  her  ooach  with  flieir  hat  on.    They  walk  about  the 
streets  in  the  rain  with  nmbidlas  to  avoid  potting  on  fiieir  hats ; 
driving  themselves  in  open  ehaises  in  the  country  withoat  hats,  in 
the  rain  too,  and  yet  often  wear  them  in  a  diariot  in  Paris  wben  it 
does  not  rain.    The  very  fiwtmen  are  powdered  from  the  break  of 
day,  and  yet  wait  behind  their  master,  as  I  saw  the  Dpo  of  Praslin's 
do,  with  a  red  poeket^handkerohief  about  their  neoin.    YeraailleB, 
like  everytiiing  else,  is  a  mixture  of  parade  and  poverty,  and  in 
every  instance  ezhifaitB  sometfiing  most  dissonant  from  oar  mannflm. 
In  the  colonnades,  upon  the  staireases,  nay  in  the  antediamben  of 
the  royal  Csunily,  there  are  people  selUng  all  sorts  of  wares.    While 
we  were  waiting  in  the  Dauphin's  snmptuous  beddiamber,  iili  his 
dressing-room  door  should  be  opened,  two  fellows  were  sweeping  it» 
and  dancing  about  in  sabots  to  rub  the  floor. 

You  peroeive  thai  I  have  been  presented.    The  Queen  took  great 
notice  of  me;  none  of  the  rest  said  a  syllable.    You  are  let  into  the 
King's  bedchamber  just  as  he  has  put  on  his  shirt ;  he  dresses  and 
talks  good-humouredly  to  a  few,  glares  at  strangers^  goes  to  mass, 
to  dinner,  and  a-hunting.    The  good  old  Qneen,  who  is  Hke  Lady 
Primrose  in  the  fece,  and  Queen  Oaioline  in  the  immensEty  of  her 
cap,  is  at  her  dressing-table,  attended  by  two  or  three  old  ladies^ 
who  are  languishing  to  be  in  Abraham's  bosom,  as  the  only  man's 
bosom  to  whom  they  can  hope  for  admittance.    Thence  you  go  to 
the  Dauphin,  fer  aU  is  done  in  an  hour.    He  scarce  stays  a  minute; 
indeed,  poor  creature,  he  is  a  ghost,  and  cannot  possibly  last  three 
months.    The  Dauphiness  is  in  her  bedchamber,  but  dressed  and 
standing ;  looks  cross,  is  not  civil,  and  has  the  true  Wesiphalian 
grace  and  accents.    The  four  Mesdames,  who  are  clumsy  plump  old 
wenches,  with  a  bad  likeness  to  their  &ther,  stand  in  a  bedchamber 
in  a  row,  with  black  cloaks  and  knotting-bags,  looking  good- 
humoured,  not  knowing  what  to  say,  and  wriggling  as  if  they 
wanted  to  make  water.    This  ceremony  too  is  veiy  short;  then  you 
are  carried  to  the  Dauphin's  three  boys,  who  you  may  be  sure  only 
bow  and  stare.    The  Duke  of  Berry '  looks  weak  and  weak-eyed : 

A  AHarmtdB  Lonii  XVl— Wsidkff. 
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the Oount  de  Ftovenoe*  is  a  fine  boy;  tihe  Count  d'Artois*  well 
enough.  The  whole  oonclndes  with  seeing  the  Daaphin's  little  girl 
dine,  who  is  as  round  and  as  £ftt  as  a  pudding. 

In  the  Qneen's  antechamber  we  foreigneis  and  the  foreign 
ministers  were  shown  flie  feunoas  beast  of  Hib  Gevandan,  jnst 
aniiredy  and  oovered  witti  a  doth»  which  two  ohasseais  lifted  np. 
It  is  an  absohite  wolf»  bat  imoommonly  laige,  and  the  expres- 
sion of  agony  and  fierceness  remains  strongly  imprinted  on  its 
dead  jaws. 

I  dined  at  the  Dne  of  PrasUn's  with  fbor-and-twenty  ambassadors 
and  enyoys,  who  never  go  bat  on  Taesdays  to  ooart  He  does  the 
honoors  sadly,  and  I  believe  nothing  else  well,  looking  important 
and  empty.  The  Duo  de  GhoiBeul's  fiioe,  whieh  is  quite  the  reverse 
of  gravityi  does  not  promise  mooh  more.  His  wife  is  gentle,  pretty, 
and  very  agreeable.  The  Doohess  of  PrasUn,  jolly,  red-faoed, 
looking  very  volgar,  and  being  veiy  attentive  and  dviL  I  saw 
the  Doo  de  Bioheliea  in  waiting,  who  is  pale,  ezoept  his  nose,  whidh 
is  red,  much  wrinkled,  and  exactly  a  remnant  of  that  age  which 
produced  General  CSrarchill,  Wilks  the  player,  the  Duke  of  Argyll, 
Ac.    Adieu  t 

lOlS.    TO  THB  HON.  H.  &  OOKWAT. 

Paris,  OcL  a,  176&. 

I  AM  glad  to  filnd  you  grow  just,  and  that  you  do  conceive  at  last» 
that  I  could  do  better  than  stay  in  England  for  politics.  **  Tones, 
mon  enfant,"  as  the  Duchesse  de  la  Fert^  said  to  Madame  Steal ;' 
^*  comme  il  n'y  a  que  moi  au  monde  qui  aie  totgours  raison,"  I  will 
be  very  reasonable ;  and  as  you  have  made  this  concession  to  me, 
who  knew  I  was  in  the  right,  I  will  not  expect  you  to  answer  all 
my  reoBonabh  letters.  If  yotL  send  a  bullying  letter  to  the  King  of 
Spain,^  or  to  Chose,  my  neighbour  here,*  I  will  consider  them  as 
written  to  myself,  and  subtract  so  much  from  your  bill.  Nay,  I 
win  accept  a  line  firom  Lady  Ailesbury  now  and  then  in  part  of  pay- 
ment. I  shall  continue  to  write  as  the  wind  sets  in  my  pen ;  and 
do  own  my  babble  does  not  demand  much  reply. 

'  Afterwards  Loaii  XVIII. — Wuqht. 

*  Afterwrnrds  Ghurles  X. — Wbioht. 

'  See  M6moiree  de  Madame  de  Staal,  pabUalied  with  the  rest  of  her  worki^  In  three 
■mall  Tolnmea. — BnuiT. 

*  Mr.  Oenwi^  was  now  lecretaiy  of  state  for  the  foreign  department. — Wa&toul 

*  The  King  of  France,  Lonis  XY.— Walpou. 
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For  go  leasonable  a  peraon  as  I  am,  I  hare  diaaged  my  mind 
rery  often  about  this  country.  The  fiist  five  days  I  was  in  vioknt 
spirits ;  then  oame  a  dismal  doud  of  whisk  and  literatuie,  and  I 
could  not  bear  ii  At  present  I  begin,  very  EngUMy  indeed,  to 
establish  a  light  to  my  own  way.  I  laugh,  and  talk  nonsense, 
and  make  them  hear  me.  There  are  two  or  three  houses 
where  I  go  quite  at  my  ease,  am  nerer  asked  to  touch  a  card,  nor 
hold  dissertations.  Nay,  I  don't  pay  homage  to  their  authors. 
Every  woman  has  one  or  two  planted  in  her  house,  and  Qod  knows 
how  they  water  them.  The  old  Piesident  Henault'  is  Hie  pagod  at 
Madame  du  DefGuid's,  an  old  blind  debauch^  of  wit,  where  I 
supped  last  night  13ie  President  is  Yery  near  dea^  and  much 
nearer  superannuated.  He  sits  by  the  table :  the  mistress  of  the 
house,  who  formerly  was  his,  inquires  after  every  dish  on  the 
table,  is  told  who  has  eaten  of  which,  and  then  bawls  tibe  bill  (tf  fioe 
of  every  individual  into  the  President's  ears.  In  short,  every  mouth- 
ful is  proclaimed,  and  so  is  every  blunder  I  make  against  grammar. 
Some  that  I  make  on  purpose^  succeed ;  and  one  of  them  is  to  be 
reported  to  the  Queen  to-day  by  Henault,  who  is  her  great  fsivourite. 
I  had  been  at  YersaHles ;  and  having  been  much  taken  notice  of  by 
her  Majesty,  I  said,  alluding  to  Madame  S^vign^,  La  JReme  ed  1$ 
plus  grand  roi  du  monde.  You  may  judge  if  I  am  in  possession  by  a 
scene  that  passed  after  supper.  Sir  James  Maodonald'  had  been 
mimicking  Hume :  I  told  the  women,  (who,  besides  the  mistress, 
were  the  Duchess  de  la  Yalidre,'  Madame  de  Forcalquier,*  a  demoi- 
selle,) that  to  be  sure  they  would  be  glad  to  have  a  specimen  of  Mr. 

>  Ld  PrMdeat  Heaanlt^  tiirliiieiicUiii  de  Is  maliMi  de  ICedemoleelle  la  DMipUiie» 
membre  de  rAcadiinie  Tnsk^aiM  ei  de  r AcMl^mle  dee  InecEiptione,  known  by  his 
eelebnted  woik,  the  Abr6g6  Chionologiqne  de  rHistoire  de  Fruioei  and  fkom  ibe 
ezeellent  table  which  he  k^t,  and  which  was  the  resort  of  all  the  wits  and  samau  of 
the  day.  His  cook  was  considered  the  best  in  Paris,  and  the  master  was  worthy  of 
his  took ;  a  hgi  which  Yoitaire  celebratee  in  the  opening  lines  of  the  epitaph  wliieh 
he  wrote  for  liim — 

"  Henanlt,  fiunenz  par  tros  sonpers, 
Et  Totie  duonologie,"  ke, — Wbiobt. 

*  An  elder  brother  of  Sir  A.  Maodonald.  the  present  Lord  Cliief  Baron  of  the  Bx- 
chequer.  He  died  at  Rome  the  year  following,  learing  behind  him  a  distingnished 
character  for  ereiy  mental  aooomplishment. — WALroLn. 

'  La  Dachesse  de  la  Yali^re,  daughter  of  the  Due  d'Uses.  She  was  one  of  the 
handsomest  women  in  France,  and  preserred  her  beauty  even  to  old  age.  She  died 
sbout  the  yeer  1702,  at  the  age  of  eighty. — ^WaiOHT. 

*  The  Comtesse  de  Forcalqnier,  n6e  Canisy.  She  had  been  first  manied  to  the 
Comie  d* Antin,  son  to  the  Comtesse  de  Toulouse,  by  a  marriage  prerious  to  thai  with 
the  Comte  de  Toulouse,  one  of  the  natnnl  children  of  Louis  QoatonBe,  whmn  he 
legitimated. — WaianT. 
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Pitt's  manner  of  speaking ;  and  fhat  nobody  miniicked  bim  so  well 
as  Elliot.*  TLey  fomly  belieyed  it»  teased  him  for  an  hour,  and  at 
last  said  lie  was  the  rudest  man  in  Hie  world  not  to  oblige  them. 
It  appeared  the  more  strange,  beeanse  here  everybody  sings,  reads 
their  own  works  in  pnblic,  or  attempts  any  one  thing  without  hesi- 
tation or  capacity.  EUiot  speaks  miserable  French ;  which  added  to 
the  diversion. 

I  had  had  my  share  of  distress  in  the  morning,  by  going  through 
the  operation  of  being  presented  to  the  Boyal  Fandly,  down  to  the 
little  Madame's  pap-dinner,  and  had  behaved  as  sillily  as  you  will 
easily  believe;  hiding  myself  behind  every  mortal  The  Queen 
called  me  up  to  her  dressing-table,  and  seemed  mightily  disposed  to 
gossip  with  me ;  but  instead  of  enjoying  my  glory  like  Madame  de 
S^vign^,  I  slunk  back  into  the  crowd  after  a  few  questions.  She 
told  Monsieur  de  Querchy  of  it  afterwards,  and  that  I  had  run  away 
finom  her,  but  said  she  would  have  her  revenge  at  Fontainbleau.  So 
I  must  go  thither,  which  I  did  not  intend.  The  King,  Dauphin, 
Dauphiness,  Mesdames,  and  the  wild  beast  did  not  say  a  word  to  me. 
Yes,  the  wild  beast,  he  of  the  Gevaudan.  He  is  killed,  and  actually 
in  the  Queen's  antechamber,  where  he  was  exhibited  to  us  with  as 
much  parade  as  if  it  was  Mr.  Pitt  It  is  an  exceedingly  large  wolf, 
and,  the  connoisseurs  say,  has  twelve  teeth  more  than  any  wolf  ever 
had  since  Hie  days  of  Bomulus's  wet-nuise.  The  critics  deny  it  to 
be  the  true  beast ;  and  I  find  most  people  think  the  beast's  name  is 
leffion^  for  thereare  many.  He  was  covered  with  a  sheet,  which  two 
chasseurs  lifted  up  for  the  foreign  ministers  and  strangers.  I  dined 
at  Hie  Duke  of  PrasUn's  with  five-and-twenty  tomes  of  the  eorp% 
diplomatique;  and  after  dinner  was  presented,  by  Monsieur  de 
Ghierdhy,  to  the  Due  de  ChoiseuL  The  Duo  de  PrasUn  is  as  like 
his  own  letters  in  D'Eon's  book  as  he  can  stare ;  that  is,  I  believe^ 
a  very  silly  fellow.  His  wisdom  is  of  Hie  grave  kind.  His  cousin, 
the  first  minister,  is  a  little  volatile  being,  whose  countenance  and 
manner  had  nothing  to  frighten  me  for  my  country.  I  saw  him  but 
for  three  seconds,  which  is  as  much  as  he  allows  to  any  one  body  ox 
Hiing.  Monsieur  de  Chierohy ,'  whose  goodness  to  me  is  inexpressible, 
took  the  trouble  of  walking  everjrwhere  with  me,  and  carried  me 
particularly  to  see  the  new  ofBce  for  state  papers.    I  wish  I  could 

>  Sir  Gilbert  BlUoi  of  3finto.^WALYOLi.  He  was  appointed  a  lord  of  the  adminltj 
in  176S,  treasnrer  of  the  chamber  in  1762.  keeper  of  the  signets  for  Scotland  in  1767i 
and  treasnrer  of  the  nayy  in  1770.    He  died  in  1777.— Weiobt. 

'  He  bad  been  ambaaaador  In  England. — WaiiToli. 
VOL  rr.  ■■ 
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eend  it  you.  It  is  a  large  buQding,  disposed  like  an  hospitali  mth 
the  most  admirable  order  and  method.  Lodgings  for  erery  oflBoer ; 
his  name  and  business  written  over  his  door.  In  the  body  is  a  per- 
speotiTe  of  seven  or  eight  large  chambers:  each  is  painted  with 
emblems,  and  wainscoted  wiHi  presses  with  wired  doors  and  crimaoa 
curtains.  Over  each  press,  in  golden  letters,  Hie  country  to  which 
the  pieces  relate,  as  Angleterre,  Allemagne,  Ac.  Each  room  has  a 
large  funnel  of  bronze  with  ot  maubi,  like  a  column,  to  air  the 
papers  and  preserve  them.    Inshort,  it  is  as  magnificent  as  usefbL 

From  thence  I  went  to  see  the  reservoir  of  pictures  at  M.  de 
Marign/s.*  Th^  are  v^t  are  not  disposed  cf  in  the  palaces, 
though  sometimes  changed  with  others.  This  rejtt9$,  which  fills 
many  rooms  firom  top  to  bottom,  is  composed  of  the  most  glorious 
works  of  Baphael,  L.  da  Yinci,  Giorgione,  Tilian,  Guide,  Gorreggk), 
&0.  Many  pictures,  whidi  I  knew  by  their  prints,  wiiliout  an  idea 
where  they  existed,  I  found  there. 

The  Due  de  Nivemoii  isextremely  obliging  to  me.  I  have  supped 
at  Madame  de  Bentheim's,  who  has  a  very  fine  house,  and  a  woful 
husband.  She  is  much  livelier  than  any  Fxendiwoman.  The  liveliest 
man  I  have  seen  is  Hie  Due  de  Duras :'  he  is  shorter  and  plumper 
than  Lord  Halifax,  but  very  like  him  in  the  &ce.  I  am  to  sopwith 
the  Dussons'  on  Sunday.  In  short,  all  that  have  been  in  England 
are  exceedingly  disposed  to  repay  any  civilities  they  received  there. 
Monsieur  de  Caraman  wrote  from  the  country  to  excuse  his  not 
coming  to  see  me,  as  his  wife  is  on  the  pointof  being  brought  to  bed, 
but  begged  I  would  come  to  them.  So  I  would,  if  I  was  a  man- 
midwife  :  but  though  they  axe  easy  on  such  heads,  I  am  not  used  to 
it,  and  cannot  make  a  party  of  pleasure  of  a  labour. 

Wilkes  arrived  here  two  days  ago,  and  announced  that  he  was 
going  minister  to  Oonstantinople.*    To-day  I  hear  he  has  lowered 

'  The  brother  of  La  Pompadour,  on  whose  fiiToar  her  fortune  was  baai-^ 
OmrenieBAii. 

s  LeI>aedeDiua8,oiieofthes«ntlemenofthebeddiamberaith6«oiiriof  Faaee 
— WmioHT. 

'  M.  lyUHon,  who  had  fbrmeii j  been  in  EngUmd  In  a  diplomalie  eqiadty.  He 
was  brother  to  the  Karqtiia  de  Bonnao^  the  Freneh  amhawador  ai  the  Hagoe^— 
WaioRT. 

*  Wilkes*!  application  for  the  embaiiy  to  Oonitantlnople  was  an  nneaeoenftil  one. 
It  wiUbe  Men  in  the  Chatham  Oomsapattdenee^  that  in  Febmaxy  1761  he  had  soUdted 
of  Mr.  PiUaieatatiheboaidoftnde.  *'Iwiah,"heaa78,"theboaidortiademight 
be  ihoaght  a  place  in  whleh  I  oonld  be  of  any  eerrioe :  whatever  the  aeene  i%  I  ehall 
endeaToor  to  hare  the  reputation  of  acting  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  oonneetion  I 
hare  thehononrto  be  in;  and,  among  all  the  ehaaoee  and  ehaogeaofa  polilieal  world. 


ft 
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his  credentials^  and  talks  of  going  to  England,  if  he  can  make  his 
peace.'    I  thonght  by  the  manner  in  which  this  was  mentioned  to 
me,  that  the  person  i^eant  to  sound  me :  but  I  made  no  answer; 
9  for,  having  given  np  politics  in  England,  I  certainly  did  not  come 

I!  to  transact  Hiem  here.    Ho  has  not  been  to  make  me  Hie  first  visit, 

r,  which,  as  &e  last  arrived,  depends  on  him :  so,  never  having  spoken 

f  to  him  in  my  life,  I  have  no  call  to  seek  him.    I  avoid  all  politics  so 

;:  much,  that  I  had  not  heard  one  word  here  about  Spain.    I  suppose 

I  my  sQence  passes  for  very  artful  mystery,  and  puzzles  the  ministers, 

i  who  keep  spies  on  the  most  insignificant  foreigner.    It  would  have 

I  been  hadsj  if  I  had  been  as  watchfol.    At  Ghantilly  I  lost  my  port- 

I  manteau  with  half  my  linen ;  and  the  night  before  last  I  was  robbed 

i  of  a  new  frock,  waistcoat  and  breeches,  laced  with  gold,  a  white  and 

f  silver  waistcoat,  Uaek  velvet  breeches,  a  knife,  and  a  book.    These 

I  are  expenses  I  did  not  expect,  and  by  no  means  entering  into  my 

system  of  extravagance. 
{  I  am  very  sorry  for  the  death  of  Lord  Ophaly,'  and  for  his  femily. 

I  knew  the  poor  young  man  himself  but  little,  but  he  seemed  ex- 
I  tremely  good-natured.    What  Hie  Duke  of  Bichmond  vrill  do  for  a 

{  hotel,  I  cannot  conceive.    Adieu  I 
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Ftiria.  OgL  IZ^  1766. 

How  are  the  mighfy  fellen  I  Yes,  yes.  Madam,  I  am  as  like  the 
Due  de  Richelieu  as  two  peas ;  but  then  they  are  two  old  withered 
grey  peas.  Do  you  remember  the  &ble  of  *  Cupid  and  Death,'  and 
what  a  piece  of  work  they  made  with  hustling  their  arrows  toge- 
therP  This  is  just  my  case :  Love  might  shoot  at  me,  but  it  was 
with  a  gouty  arrow.  I  have  had  a  relapse  in  both  feet,  and  kept  my 
bed  six  days :  but  the  fit  seems  to  be  going  off;  my  heart  can  already 
go  alone,  and  my  feet  promise  themselves  the  mighty  luxury  of  a 
doth  shoe  in  two  or  three  days.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bamsay,'  who  are 
here,  and  are,  alas !  to  carry  this,  have  been  of  great  coxnfort  to  me, 
and  have  brought  their  delightful  little  daughter,  who  is  as  quick  as 
Ariel.    Mr.  Bamsay  could  want  no  assistance  from  me :  what  do  we 

I  will  nerer  hare  aa  obligfttion  in  s  parilamoitafy  way  but  to  Mr.  FiU  and  hii  frieadi.^ 
— WaiQHf. 

>  After  hif  oatlawry.—WALPOUL 

-  Son  of  the  Earl  of  Kildare,  first  Duke  of  Leinsier.— GmmiHOHAK. 

*  AUan  Bamaay,  the  palnter.'-WAi.poui. 
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both  exist  upon  here,  Madam,  but  jroor  bounty  and  charity  ?  Wlien 
did  you  erer  leave  one  of  your  Mends  in  vant  of  another  ?  Madame 
GeoEErin  came  and  sat  two  hours  last  nig^t  by  my  bedmde :  I  could 
have  sworn  it  had  been  my  Lady  Herrey,  ^e  was  eo  good  to  me. 
It  was  with  so  mnch  sense,  information,  instmction,  and  coirection ! 
The  manner  of  the  latter  oharmB  me.  I  never  saw  anybody  in  my 
days  that  oatohee  one's  faults  and  vanities  and  impositions  ao  quick, 
that  explains  them  to  one  so  dearly,  and  Donvinoee  one  bo  easQy.  I 
never  l^ed  to  be  set  right  before  f  You  cannot  imagine  how  I  tasts 
it  I  I  make  her  both  my  oonfeeaor  and  director,  and  begin  to  think 
I  shall  be  a  reasonable  creature  at  last,  which  I  had  never  intended 
to  be.  The  next  time  I  see  her,  I  beUeve  I  shall  say,  "  Oh ! 
Common  Bense,  sit  down :  I  have  been  tf»'nlriTig  ao  and  so ;  is  not 
it  absurd  f  " — for  f  other  aenae  and  wisdom,  I  never  liked  fhem ;  I 
shall  now  hate  them  for  her  sake.  If  it  was  worth  her  while,  laasnrs 
your  ladyship  she  might  govern  me  like  a  child.' 

Ths  Due  de  Nivemois  too  is  astonishingly  good  to  me.  In  short, 
Madam,  I  am  going  down  hill,  but  tiie  son  sets  pleasingly.  Your 
two  other  friends  have  been  in  Paris ;  but  I  was  confined  and  oonld 
not  wait  on  them.  I  passed  a  whole  evening  with  Lady  Maiy 
Chabot  most  agreeably :  she  charged  me  over  and  over  with  a  thou* 
sa&d  compliments  to  your  ladyship.  For  sights,  alas  t  and  pilgri- 
mages, they  have  been  out  short !  I  had  destined  the  fine  days  of 
October  to  excursions ;  but  you  know,  Madam,  what  it  is  to  reckon 
withoat  one's  host^  the  goat  It  makes  such  a  coward  dF  me,  that  I 
shall  be  afraid  almost  of  entering  a  church.  I  have  lost,  too,  the 
Dmneoil  in  '  Fhddre '  and  '  Merope,'  two  of  her  principal  parts,  bat 
I  hope  not  irrecoverably. 

Thank  yon,  Madam,  fbr  the  Taliaootian  extract  :*  it  diverted  me 
much.  It  is  true,  in  general  I  neither  see  nor  deare  to  eeo  our 
wretched  political  trash :  I  am  sick  of  it  up  to  (he  fountain  head. 
It  was  my  prindpal  motive  for  coming  hither ;  and  had  long  been 
my  determination,  the  first  moment  I  should  be  at  Hberfy,  to 
aband<m  it  alL  I  have  acted  from  no  views  of  interest ;  I  hare 
shown  I  did  not;  I  have  not  disgraced  myself — and  I  must  be 

*  Olbbon,  iiifthU«rtohii  fatbar,  of  tha  34th  of  Fabrui;  ITeS,  Mji:-~''Ladr 
Hottot's  iMommcniUUon  to  Haduiie  QwfiHn  wu  t  mart  ercellent  one :  hw  honao 
U  ft  TO7  good  one;  nKdardlnnwiUitMOTaij  Wednotdor,  uid  tlubtrt  oompuiT  in 
Pari«,lniiienof  Irttenondpooploof  fiwMon.  It  mi  at  W  home  I  eonneotod  minlf 
with  U.  HoItcUb^  vho,  from  Ui  heu^  hU  head.  Mid  Ut  fortune,  U  «  moat  VBhuUa 
uml'— Wbibb*. 

'  Sm  HndlbiM. — OoaroeBui. 


1765.]  TO  MB.  MONTAOT. 

free.    My  comfort  is,  that,  if  I  am  blamed,  it  w 
A  litUe  peace  of  mind  for  the  rest  of  my  days  is 
the  goni 

I  have  writ  to  Madame  de  Ghierchy  about 
water ;  and  I  sent  your  ladyship  two  litUe  Freno 
you  received.  The  uncomfortable  posture  in  ^ 
excuse  my  saying  any  more ;  but  it  is  no  excuse 
to  do  any  thing  to  please  one,  who  always  forg 
friends  are  in  question. 


1014.    TO  OEORQE  MONTAGU,  ES 

I  AM  here,  in  this  supposed  metropolis  of  pleas 
hearing  from  nobody  in  England,  and  again  coni 
in  both  feet :  yes,  I  caught  cold,  and  it  has  return 
to  be  a  Utile  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  its  ca  < 
violence  of  its  passion  this  time  will  be  wasted  wi  i 
Indeed,  a  stick  and  a  great  shoe  do  not  commonly  i 
which  the  English  come  hither  to  learn ;  but  I  si  . 
if  I  can  limp  about  enough  to  amuse  my  eyes ;  mj  i 
had  their  fill,  and  are  not  at  all  edified.  My  con  : 
me  from  the  journey  to  Fontainbleau,  to  which  1 1  i 
tite ;  but  then  I  lose  the  opportunity  of  seeing  i 
Cloud  at  my  leisure. 

I  wrote  to  you  soon  after  my  arrival;  did  you 
the  English  books  you  named  to  me  are  to  be  ha 
lowing  prices.  Shakspeare  in  eight  volumes  unboi  i 
livres ;  in  larger  paper  for  twenty-seven.  Congre^  i 
for  nine  livres.  Swift  in  twelve  volumes  for  t  i 
another  edition  for  twenty-seven.  So  you  see  I  d  i 
commissions :  if  you  have  farther  orders,  let  me  ki : 

Wilkes  is  here,  and  has  been  twice  to  see  me  i  i 
was  very  dvil,  but  I  cannot  say  entertained  me  i 
wit ;  his  conversation  shows  how  little  he  has  lived  i 
and  the  chief  turn  of  it  is  the  grossest  bawdy.* 


1  "  I  Bcaroely  ever/'  says  Gibbon,  who  happened  to  dine  in  il  ( 
in  September,  1762,  ''me(  with  a  better  companion;  ho  has 
infinite  wit  and  hamoor,  and  a  great  deal  of  knowledge ;  but  a  tl 
principle  as  in  practice ;  liis  life  stained  with  ereiy  rice,  and  b  i 
biaaphemy  and  indecency.**— WaioHT. 


4aa  HORACE  WALPOLn  LRFTSBS.  [lYWL 

one  mcrity  notwithstanding  the  bitterness  of  Ids  pen,  that  is,  he  haa 
no  ranooor ;  not  even  against  Sandwich,  of  whom  he  talked  wiSi 
the  utmost  temper.  He  showed  me  some  of  his  notes  on  Ghmohill'a 
Worksi  bat  they  oontain  little  more  than  one  note  on  each  poem  to 
explain  the  subject  of  it 

The  Dumenil  is  still  the  Dumenil,  and  nothing  but  cnrioaity  coold 
make  me  want  the  Clairon.  Ghmndyal  is  grown  so  &t  and  old,  that 
I  saw  him  through  a  whole  play  and  did  not  guess  him.  Not  one 
other,  that  you  remember  on  the  stage,  remains  there. 

It  is  not  a  season  for  novelty  in  any  way,  as  both  the  court  and 
the  world  are  out  of  town.  The  few  that  I  know  are  almost  all 
dispersed.  The  old  President  Henault  made  me  a  visit  yesterday : 
he  is  extremely  amiable,  but  has  the  appearance  of  a  superannuated 
bacchanal ;  superannuated,  poor  soul  I  indeed  he  is  I  The  Duo  de 
Richelieu  is  a  lean  old  resemblance  of  old  General  Churchill,  and 
like  him  affects  stiU  to  have  his  Boothbies.    Alas  I  poor  Boothbies !' 

I  hope,  by  the  time  I  am  convalescent,  to  have  the  Bichmonds 
here.  One  of  the  miseries  of  chronical  illnesses  is,  that  you  are  a 
prey  to  every  fool,  who,  not  knowing  what  to  do  with  himself,  brings 
his  ennui  to  you,  and  calls  it  charity.  Tell  me  a  little  the  intended 
dates  of  your  motions,  that  I  may  know  where  to  write  at  you. 
Commend  me  kindly  to  Mr.  John,  and  wish  me  a  good  nigh^  of 
which  I  have  had  but  one  these  ten  days. 


1015.    TO  THS  OOUNTESS  OF  SUFFOLK. 

PariB,  Oct,  IS,  176& 

Though  I  begin  my  letter  to-day.  Madam,  it  may  not  be  finished 
and  set  out  these  four  days ;  but  serving  a  tyrant  who  does  not  allow 
me  many  holiday-minut^  I  am  forced  to  seize  the  first  that  offer. 
Even  now  when  I  am  writing  upon  the  table,  he  is  giving  me 
malicious  pindies  under  it  I  was  exceedingly  obliged  to  Miss 
Ho&am  for  her  letter,  ^ough  it  did  not  give  me  so  good  an  account 
of  your  ladyship  as  I  wished.  I  will  not  advise  you  to  come  to 
Paris,  where,  I  assure  you,  one  has  not  a  nip  less  of  the  gout  than 
at  London,  and  where  it  is  rather  more  difficult  to  keep  one's 
chamber  pure ;  water  not  being  reckoned  here  one  of  the  dements 

*  Jfn.  Boothby,  mother  of  Prinoe  Boothby.    See  toL  L  p.  80. 
To  andeni  Boothby's  aacient  ChnrchiirB  flown. 

Sir  C.  E.  WiUiamtt  /mMIo.— €uni>«BAM. 


1760.]  TO  THE  OOUimSB    OF  SUFTi 


of  oieanlinesB.  If  ever  my  Lady  Blaiidf<xd  im< 
I  ahaU  insist  on  her  oozning  hither  for  a  month  fii  I 
I  need  have  a  great  stock,  who  have  only  travi  i 
bed  to  another ;  who  have  seen  nothing ;  and  w  ; 
but  the  braToiies  of  Fontainbleao,  where  the  I 
whose  year  it  is,  has  ordered  seren  new  ofena  I  ! 
However,  if  I  cannot  be  diverted,  my  rain  at  lei  i 
I  cannot  go  to  a  single  shop. 

Lady  Mary  Chabot  has  been  so  good  as  to  nu  i 
is  again  gone  into  the  country  till  Noyember,  bv 
and  over  to  say  a  great  deal  for  her  to  yonr  lad}  i 
expresses  the  highest  regard.    Lady  Brown  is  t ; 
too;  but  as  she  loves  langhing  more  than  is    i 
expect  her  return  with  great  impaiienoe.    As  I 
change  their  religion  or  government,  I  am  tired 
dissertations  on  those  subjects.    As  when  I  wai 
alas  I  is  four-and-tweniy  years  ago,  I  was  much  ; 
thought  it  but  civil  to  wait  on  her  now  that  her  ! 
less  biiUiani    She  was  not  at  home,  but  invited  i 
night.    The  moment  she  saw  me  I  thought  I  h  i 
not  to  neglect  her ;  for  she  overwhelmed  me  wiib 
fondness  for  me  and  all  my  family.    When  th : 
over,  she  asked  me  if  I  was  son  of  the  Horace 
been  ambassador  here.    I  said  no,  he  was  my 
you  are  he  I  used  to  call  my  Neddy  I    No,  Mad  i 
is  my  brother.    Your  brother !  what  is  my  Lo:; 
cousin.  Madam.    Your  cousin  I  why,  then,  who  i 
that  if  I  had  omitted  my  visit,  her  memory  of  i: 
reproached  me  mucL 

Lord  and  Lady  Fife  are  expected  here  every  day 
hear  nothing  certain  yet  of  their  graces  of  Bichmci 
a  Uttle  impatient ;  and  for  Pam  too,  who  I  hope 
Li  French  houses  it  is  impossible  to  meet  with  aii 
which  I  am  determined  never  to  learn  again.  I 
which,  however,  is  better  than  sitting  at  it  to  ya^i 
able  to  take  the  air  in  a  few  days;  for  fliough  I  hi 
and  terrible  nights,  this  codicil  to  my  gout  promifi 
shorter  duration  than  what  I  had  in  England,  and 
to  my  feet.  My  diet  sounds  like  an  English  farmi 
but  beef  and  pudding ;  in  truth  the  beef  is  bouilH. 
bread.    This  last  night  has  been  the  first  in  w 
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wink  of  deep  before  six  in  Hie  morning :  bat  skeletons  can  live  Tcry 
well  wiUioat  eating  or  slee|»ng ;  nay,  they  oau  iaagb  too,  wiien  they 
meet  with  a  jolly  mortal  <^  this  world. 

Mr.  Chetwynd,  I  oonolnde,  is  dancing  at  oonnby  balls  and  hmse- 
laoee.  It  is  charming  to  be  so  yoimg ;  bat  I  do  not  enyy  one  whose 
youth  is  so  good-honurared  and  good-natored.  When  ha  galley 
poet  to  town,  or  swims  his  hone  throogh  a  mill-pond  in  Koretnbra*, 
piay  make  my  oonqilimeots  to  t"'*",  and  to  Lady  Blandford  and 
I«dy  Denbigh.  The  jt^  of  the  gout  do  not  pnt  one's  dd  friends 
out  of  one's  head,  even  at  Uiis  distanoe.     I  am,  &a. 


1010.    TO  SIB  HOUCB  KANN. 

Paht,  OeL  16,  ]?««. 

T  AH  Bto<ied  with  your  letters,  my  dear  Sir,  and  have  notliing  to 
say  in  answer.  Two  paequett  have  been  sent  back  to  me  from 
Engjand,  dated  before  a  third,  that  I  received  here  and  answered. 
I  am  impatient  ta  know  that  yoa  have  got  it;  for  the  Chevalier  de 
Lorenzi '  has  put  it  into  my  head,  though  in  trath  his  own  is  none 
of  the  rtlearest,  i^t  it  should  have  been  franked  to  Genoa,  there 
being  a  mptoie  somewhere  between  postmasters  of  different  terri- 
tories.   I  shall  take  care  to  be  better  iafbrmed  before  this  departs. 

If  yoa  have  recaved  mine,  as  I  hope,  yoa  will  have  seen  that  I 
had  left  England  before  I  knew  of  yoor  sdiemos,  and  oonseqoently 
when  it  was  too  late  to  assist  them.  If  the  depodt  of  solidtatioa 
for  yoa  that  I  left  before  I  set  oat  has  no  weight,  my  word  from 
hence  will  certainly  have  none,  when  they  do  not  like  I  should  be ; 
nor  truly  can  I  witli  mn<^  gnce  ask  bvonrs  when  I  will  grant 
none.  Yon  have  been  an  ezoeptitm,  because  I  neither  know  how 
to  refuse  yoa,  or  to  resist  attempting  to  serve  yoa ;  but  having  buist 
from  all  political  oonnezioDS,  my  wish  is,  not  to  be  drawn  Iwck  by 
any  ties.  K  there  is  any  r^ard  left  for  me,  you  will  be  served, 
because  nothing  could  be  more  strongly  pressed  on  my  side.  I  shall 
be  sorry,  but  shall  not  wonder,  if  I  am  forgotten. 

Your  new  Court  will,  I  hope,  amuse  you,  and  not  rain  you.  A 
friend,  as  it  is  called,  bnt,  as  I  think,  the  voist  of  foes,  has  stepped 
in  to  save  me  from  rain  here.  In  short,  I  caught  cold  ten  days  after 
my  arrival,  have  had  a  relapse,  and  am  laid  ap  with  the  gout  in 
both  feet    It  is  vexatious  enough,  besides  the  pain,  which  is  no 

'  Brother  of  Co»l«  Loreuil,  the  f  ronch  XMaur  at  Floreooo. — Wii.rt».M, 


170S.]  TO  MR.  BRAKD. 

flea-bite.    It  preyents  my  seeing  botii  things  ani 
my  own  room,  which  is  seldom  the  place  where  I 
Bada  I    This  world  was  made  for  Ceesar  I  fliat  i 
the  bustling.    Unpleasant  as  it  is  to  be  ill  anjrw 
the  rooted  aversion  I  have  taken  to  politics  and  t 
mens,  will  braye  even  the  gout,  which  shall  i 
When  I  do  retnmy  which  at  soonest  I  think  will 
shall  still  wear  the  gonf  s  liyery,  and  live  retired 
nexions.    What  little  I  learn  here,  when  the  sec 
transmitted  to  yon,  but  I  haye  made  few  arrange! 
Adieu  I  my  dear  Sir.    The  life  of  a  bed-chaml 
and  in  a  foreign  oountryy  and  when  the  Court  i 
can  famish  little  matter  for  a  letter.    The  Daupl 
with  the  change  of  air  and  ass's  milk,  and  the 
to  haye  been  shortened,  is  again  protracted  to  the  1 

1017.    TO  THOMAS  BRAND,  ESQ 


Don't  think  I  haye  forgot  your  commissions : 
to  old  Mariette  this  eyening,  who  says  he  has  got 
neyer  could  meet  with  the  other,  and  that  it  will 
me  to  find  either  at  Paris.    You  know,  I  suppose, 
soon  part  with  an  eye  as  with  anjrthing  in  his  own 

You  may,  if  you  please,  suppose  me  extremi 
Oh  I  exceedingly.  In  the  first  place,  I  haye  seei 
second,  I  haye  been  confined  this  fortnight  with  a 
in  both  feet;  and  in  the  third,  I  haye  not  laughed  sii 
ford  went  away.  I  assure  you,  you  may  come  hitl 
be  in  no  danger  from  mirth.  Lauglung  is  as  mucl 
pantins  or  bilboquets.  Oood  folks,  they  haye  i 
There  is  God  and  the  King  to  be  pulled  down  fire 
women,  one  and  all,  are  deyoutly  employed  in  the 
think  me  quite  profane,  for  haying  any  belief  left, 
my  only  crime :  I  haye  told  them,  and  am  undoi 
haye  taken  from  us  to  admire  the  two  dullest  thin 
and  Bichardson — ^It  is  yery  true,  and  they  want  n 
Grenyille  to  make  their  conyersations,  or  rather 


*  Of  the  Hoo,  in  Hertfordihire.    See  toI.  L  p.  17,  and  toI.  li. 

*  And  both  were  puUod  down  in  Frmnce  in  Icsb  than  thirty  j< 
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moat  tireaome  upon  earth.  For  Lord  Ljrtteltiai,  if  he  voold  ocHiie 
hither,  and  tani  freethinker  onoe  more,  he  vonld  be  reckoned  the 
taoet  agreeable  man  in  Franoe — next  to  Mr.  Hume,  who  ia  the  only 
thing  in  the  world  that  they  betiere  implicitly ;  which  the?  moat 
do,  for  I  defy  them  to  understand  any  langnage  that  he  speaks. 

If  I  oonld  diveet  myaelf  of  my  willed  and  unpkHotopAie  bent  to 
laughing,  I  ahonld  do  very  welL  They  are  very  mvil  and  obliging 
to  me,  and  several  of  the  womoi  are  very  agreeable,  and  some  cdf 
the  men.  The  Duo  de  NivemoiB  has  been  beyond  measure  kind  to 
me,  and  acaroe  miaaed  a  day  without  coming  to  see  me  during  my 
oonfinement.  The  Gnerohys  are,  aa  usual,  all  friendship.  I  had 
given  entirely  into  supping,  aa  I  do  not  lore  rising  early,  and  still 
lees  meat  break&sts.  The  misfortune  is,  that  in  several  houses  they 
dine,  and  in  others  sup. 

You  will  think  it  odd  that  I  should  wont  to  laugh,  when  Wilkes; 
Sterne,  and  Foote  are  here ;  but  the  first  does  not  make  me  laugh,  the 
second  never  oonld,  and  for  the  third,  I  choose  to  pay  five  shillings 
when  I  have  a  mind  he  should  divert  me.  Besides,  I  certainly  did 
not  come  in  seareb  of  Kngljuh  :  and  yet  &e  man  I  have  liked  the 
best  in  Paris  is  an  Englishman,  Lord  Oasory,'  who  is  one  of  tlie 
most  sensible  young  men  I  ever  saw,  with  a  great  deal  of  Lunl 
Tavistock  in  his  manner. 

The  joys  <^  Fontainblean  I  miss  by  my  illness — ^Patienza !  If 
the  gout  deprived  me  of  nothlug  better  than  a  court 

The  papers  aay  the  Duke  of  Dorset*  is  dead  :  what  has  he  dune 
for  Zx>rd  Geoi^  ?  You  cannot  be  so  uncoDstnonable  as  not  to  ansirer 
me.  I  don't  ask  who  is  to  have  his  riband ;  nor  how  many  bushels 
of  bvdt  the  Duke  of  Ifewcastle's  dessert  for  the  Hereditary  Prince 
contained,  nor  how  often  he  kiased*  him  for  the  sake  of  "  the  dear 
house  of  Brunswick." — ^No,  keep  your  politics  to  yourselves ;  I  want 
to  know  none  of  them : — ^when  I  do,  and  anthentioally,  I  will  write 
to  my  Lady  •  •  •  •  [Greenwich  P]  or  Charles  Townshend. 

Mrs.  Pitt's  friend,  Madame  dc  Bochefort,  is  one  of  my  principal 

'  nt  Mum  buibBnil  of  th«  dlroroed  Dnahen  of  Onfton — Um  Ltd;  Oaaorf  ol 
WilpoU'B  LaUen.— CDniicHAK. 

■  lioaa)  Cnnfiald  Sackrill^  Mranth  EmI  ukd  Snt  Doka  of  Danot  (un  mad 
MOOMMT  of  tha  viltj  Eul),  to  whom  Prior  dedlntod  Mi  Poenu.  He  died  October 
lO.lTSS.  ThsEariofMlddlnsz.af  wliom  weh>rar«ad  to  mnoh,  wMbUeldMtaon; 
Lord  Qaoigi  SaArllle  (QMnwln)  hi*  third  mil — CctM>ni«iui. 

*  Sea  Tol  UL  p.  72.  "  Al  to  mj  klidlig  107  Lord  Bote  mt  the  eeremonr.  It  U  a 
neoaanrj  part  of  it ;  and  datermliied  aa  I  am  to  haro  nothing  to  do  with  hia  Lordahip 
tanlniatar,  I  im  Um  more  dlqwaed  to  ahow  aU  oiviUtiea  aa  a geoUHoan.-— iW* ^ 
2f*waulU  to  Lord  ffardtidie,  8^.  S8,  liei.^Cmanut. 
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attachments,  and  very  agreeable  indeed.  Mf  I 
another.  For  my  admiration^  Madame  de  Mc  . 
you  don't  doobt  my  Lord  Hertford's  taste  in  se  i 
passion,  Hie  Marechalle  d'Estrte,  is  afiGdcted,  o  : 
handsome.  The  Princes  of  theUood  are  pretty  i 
go  to  Portsmouth  andSalisbury  once  a  week,  noi  I 
paragraph  to  the  newspapers.  Their  campaig  i 
killing  boars  and  stags,  two  or  three  hundred  : 
Mr.  Foley  is  my  banker ;  or  it  is  still  more  sun 
letter  to  Mr.  Conway's  office. 


1018.    TO  TH£  HON.  H.  S.  CONMf 


Mr.  Hums*  sends  me  word  firom  Fontainblean 
some  time  in  the  spring  of  1764,  transmitted  to  t]  • 
"  a  pretty  exact  and  very  authentic  account  of  the 
these  are  his  words :  and  "  that  it  will  be  easi]  \ 
lordship's  despatches  of  that  period."    To  the 
haye  receiyed  no  answer :  I  suppose  he  has  n  > 
inform  himself. 

This  goes  by  an  Engliwh  coachman  of  Count  1 1 
to  buy  more  horses;  therefore  I  shall  write  a ! : 
and,  perhaps,  surprise  you,  if  you  are  not  already 
in  the  light  I  see  them. 

The  Dauphin  will  probably  hold  out  yery  few 
that  is,  the  near  prospect  of  it,  fills  thephUo8cpher>  i 
joy,  as  it  was  feared  he  would  endeayour  the  ; 
Jesuits.    You  will  think  the  sentiments  of  the  ph\ 
8tate  new9 — but  do  you  know  who  the  philosaphei' 
term  means  here  P    In  the  first  place,  it  comprehi 
body;  and  in  the  next,  means  men,  who,  ayoi 
popery,  aim,  many  of  them,  at  a  subyersion  of  all 
many  more,  at  the  destruction  of  regal  power, 
this  P  you  will  say ;  you,  who  haye  been  but  sb: 
three  of  which  you  haye  been  confined  to  your 
but  in  the  first  period  I  went  eyerywhere,  and  hi 
in  the  latter,  I  haye  been  extremely  yisited,  and  II 

^  The  oalebnted  DaTid  Hume  wm  Secratuy  of  EmbMsy  t 
daring  hii  retideiioe  in  Paris. — Walpo&b. 
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Qzplidt  oonTenataoiu  with  many,  vlio  think  as  I  tell  yoo,  and  with 
s  few  of  the  otLsr  side,  who  are  no  lees  persoaded  that  there  an 
sooh  intentionB.  In  partioolar,  I  had  two  offioeis  here  f  other  night, 
neither  of  them  joang,  whom  I  had  difficulty  to  keep  from  a  senons 
qnanel,  and  who,  in  the  heat  of  the  dispute,  informed  me  of  mni^ 
mora  than  I  ooold  have  learnt  with  great  paina. 

As  a  proof  that  my  ideas  are  not  qnite  Tisions,  I  send  yon  a  moet 
corioua  p<q>er;'  soeh  as  I  beliere  no  magit^raie  would  hare  pro- 
nounced in  Uie  time  of  Chariee  L  I  should  not  like  to  hare  it  known 
to  oome  fnmi  me,  nor  any  pert  of  the  intelligenoe  I  send  yon :  with 
r^ard  to  which,  if  you  think  it  neoeesary  to  oommunicate  it  to  par- 
ticular persoujs,  I  desire  my  name  may  be  suppressed.  I  tell  it  for 
ffour  satis&otion  and  informatiou,  but  would  not  hare  anybody  else 
t^ipk  that  I  do  anything  here  but  amuse  myself :  my  amosemenls 
indeed  are  triste  eoongh,  and  oonnst  wholly  in  trying  to  get  well ; 
bat  my  recovery  moves  very  slowly.  I  have  not  yet  had  anytliiiig 
bat  oloth  shoes  on,  lire  sometimes  a  whole  day  on  warm  wat^,  and 
am  never  tolerably  well  till  twelve  or  one  o'clock. 

I  hare  had  another  letter  from  Sir  Horace  Mann,  who  has  mach 
at  heart  his  Bihand  and  increase  of  character.  Consequently  you 
know,  as  I  love  him  so  mudi,  I  must  have  them  at  heart  too. 
Count  Loren^  is  recalled,  becaose  here  they  think  it  necessary  to 
send  a  Frenchman  of  higher  rank  to  the  new  grand  docal  court 
I  wish  Sir  Horace  could  be  raised  on  this  occamon.  For  his 
Biband,  his  promise  is  so  old  and  eo  positive  that  it  is  quite  a 
hardship. 

Fray  put  Qie  colonies  in  good-humour :  I  see  they  are  violently 
disposed  to  the  new  Administration.  I  hare  not  time  to  say  more, 
nor  more  to  Bay  if  I  had  time ;  so  good  nig^t  t  Let  me  know  if  you 
receive  tliis,  and  how  soon :  it  goes  Qie  day  after  to-morrow. 
Various  reports  say  the  I>ake  of  Kichmond  comes  this  we^  I 
sent  you  a  letter  by  Monsieur  de  Ouerchy.  Dusson,  I  hear,  goes 
ambassador  to  Poland.  Tell  Lady  Ailesbury  that  I  have  five  or  six 
little  parcels,  though  not  above  one  for  her,  of  laces  and  ribands, 
which  Lady  Cecilie  left  with  me ;  but  how  to  convey  them  Iho  Lord 
knows. 

You  18  ever. 

*  lUipipw  doM  not  tppwr.— Wu«ou. 


*       -       4 
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You  oannot  be  more  distressed  than  I  am  at 
my  letters.    This  is  the  third  I  have  written  si  i 
The  first  of  them  was  dated  on  the  30th  of  Sepi  ! 
CShevalier  de  Lorenzi  told  me  there  was  some  i  . 
French  and  Italian  postmasters,  and  ofiEered  to  co  i 
his  brother.    I  gave  him  one  on  the  19th  of  Oc ; 
doubt  but  you  would  receive  that    I  now  scarce 
unless  Mr.  Foley  will  engage  to  find  some  safe 
rasses  me  the  more,  while  I  fear  the  miscarriage  c ! 
scarce  even  give  you  hints  of  what  I  do  not  care  i : 
writing.    Had  you  receiyed  my  others,  I  thinl 
understood  me.    The  sum  of  what  I  have  said  :  i 
can  say  in  this,  is,  that,  but  to  serre  youy  m  I 
made  me  solicit  at  all,  and  you  are  much  decei  i 
my  interest  worth  a  farthing.    I  pressed  the  affa  i 
with  aU  the  vehemence  I  could  before  I  left    I 
renewed  my  application  since  I  came  hither ;  anc 
ago,  on  receiving  your  last  letter  but  one,  I  v : 
an  increase  of  character   for  you.     I  own  it 
to  do,  nor  do  I  flatter  myself  that  any  regard  wi  I 
suit    In  short,  I  have  left  what  are  called  my  I 
with  them,  have  refused  to  return  to  their  Parlis; 
sonably  ask  or  expect  favours  from  them  P 

I  had  long  determined  before  the  change  happe: 
reasons,  to  withdraw  from  party  and  politics  the 
find  an  opportunity.  Chance  BXii  mp  JHenda  gavi 
it ;  and  though  I  was  their  dave  while  they  wii 
will  not  be  so  now  while  they  are  in,  nor  will  hi 
and  go  just  as  they  want  me.  Think  then,  my 
inter^  you  build  when  you  call  on  mine  1  And  i 
merit  when  you  are  the  smgle  exception  to  the 
taken  of  asking  no  favours  of  this  Administration^(:i 

>  ]£r.  Walpole  had  a  good  opinion  of  Loxd  Boekingham  i 
tluniglit  him  Yvrj  unfit  for  FixBt  Miniater ;  and,  theiefora,  m  he 
liad  not  mnch  hopes  of  the  red  riband  for  Sir  Horaoe  Mani: 
obtained  without  Lord  Boekingham'i  consent;  but  Oeneral  Coi 
the  Di^  of  Biehmond  he  only  preeerred  any  eonneetlon)  did  o 
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last).  I  think  I  shall  write  onoe  more  on  what  joa  tell  me  of 
Viyiani ;  more  to  satisfy  yon  and  my  own  oonaoienoey  than  firom 
forming  any  views  of  suocess.  Yon  mnst  look  on  me  for  the  fatare 
as  a  man  who  has  totally  done  wifii  the  world,  but  for  my  amuse- 
ment I  know  it,  my  dear  Sir,  I  know  it ;  I  laugh  at  it ;  I  diyert 
myself  with  it ;  it  does  not  make  me  cross.  I  find  all  men  are  like 
all  men ;  and  how  can  one  be  angry  with  everybody  ?  I  used  to 
quarrel  with  those  that  deceived  me ;  I  now  only  grow  very  civil  to 
them ;  know  what  they  are  worth ;  don't  trust  tiiem«  nor  care  about 
Uiem,  but  in  common  things  behave  to  them  as  I  used  to  do.  One 
man  is  ungratefol  because  he  is  a  rogue ;  another,  because  he  is  a 
man  of  virtue :  very  well — ^the  effect  is  the  very  same :  if  he  is  the 
first,  perhaps  he  is  agreeable ;  if  the  second,  probably  disagreeable. 
Why  seek  out  two  others,  when,  perhaps,  another  rogue  will  not 
please  me  so  much,  and  another  piece  of  uprightness  will  be  as 
unpleasant  P 

This  is  my  system,  and  I  go  on  pretty  much  as  I  did.  If  y  spirits 
are  as  good  as  ever ;  I  wiidi  my  health  were  so.  Since  I  came 
hither  I  have  hada  relapse,  and  another  fit  of  the  gout  for  a  month. 
I  now  limp  abroad  again,  but  my  eyes  have  lost  many  a  s^ht,  and 
all  the  fine  weather.  The  only  thing  that  provokes  me,  is  to  be  told 
that  the  gout  cures  every  other  distemper.  X. never  had  any  other 
distemper ;  and  I  am  sure  it  takes  a  long  tbie  to  cure  itself—^  la 
charge  de  revenir.  When  I  return  to  England,  which  will  be  in 
February  or  March,  according  as  the  weather  is  fine  or  not^  I  shall 
concentrate  my  &w  remaining  joys  in  Strawberry,  and  still  be  happy 
enough  if  I  recover  my  limbs.  I  wish  you  had  a  Strawberry,  that 
you  might  look  down  on  grandeurs^  and  mortifications  of  grandeurs 
with  the  same  indifference  that  I  do.  When  men  have  paid  coxurt 
to  kings  and  ministers  for  years.  Count  |iorenzL  shows  you  what 
their  reward  is.  The  world  talks  of  serving  them  faU^fulfy — for 
what  or  why?  What  do  I  owe  to  any  human  creature  more 
than  he  owes  to  me  P  What  entitles  him  to  mjfidetUy  f  Can  those 
foolish  words  king  and  sulffeetmsLkB  him  better  than  me^  or  me  worse 
than  him  P  He  pays  me,  and  I  do  his  business — ^is  there  any  other 
relation  between  him  and  me  P  In  all  probability  he  is  more  foolish^ 
ignorant,  vain,  and  selfish  than  I  am :  do  those  qualities  entitle  him 
to  my  esteem  or  respect,  much  more  to  any  duty  firom  meP  And 
can  the  frowns  of  such  a  strutting  phantom  mortify  oneP  If  he 
deprives  me  of  my  employment  without  any  reason,  he  deserves  my 
hatred;  if  he  reftues  me  what  I  have  just  pretensions  to,  he  is  insen- 
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Bible  to  merits  and;  oonsequentlyy  worthless  himself.  I  should  be  g^ 
to  see  if  iiiat  would  mortify  me  I  A  King  is  established  for  my  oon- 
venienoey  that  is  for  the  oonyenienoe  of  everybody ;  his  power  and 
his  riches  are  his  wages.  His  Ministers  are  placed  about  him, 
because  this  mighty  thing  is  a  helpless  poor  mortal,  like  other 
mortalsy  and  cannot  do  a  thousandth  part  of  its  own  business.  His 
Ministers  have  tuider-offioers  for  exactly  the  same  reasons.  What  a 
respectable  JEtbrio !  Laugh  at  them,  my  dear  Sir,  or  pity  them,  if 
they  try  to  do  as  mudii  as  they  can ;  but,  as  that  is  seldom  the  case, 
never  be  mortified  if  they  disappoint  you.  The  Nau9vouhns^  ladies 
may  be  vexed  if  they  do  not  dine  with  a  princess  they  never  saw 
before.  It  would  be  a  comfort  to  me,  who  think  the  kingdom  of 
one's  own  room  suflBdient  dignity  for  any  reasonable  man.  I  wish 
my  philosophy,  such  as  it  is,  may  have  any  weight  with  you.  I 
doubt  it  is  the  only  service  I  can  do  for  you,  but  it  will  be  a  great 
one  if  it  has  effect :  it  will  tranquillise  your  mind ;  and  I  know 
nothing  else  worth  seeking.    Adieu  1 
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Paris,  Nov.  18, 1765. 

I  BECEIVED  your  letter  by  Lord  Cowper's  courier  this  instant,  and 
had  another  yesterday.  I  have  certainly  received  all  you  have 
written  to  me,  and  am  glad  to  find  you  begin  to  get  imne.  This  is 
the  fourth  firom  Paris.  I  wish,  without  farther  discussions,  that  you 
would  conceive  how  very  little  interest  I  have,  because  I  fear  you 
will  feel  it  at  last ;  and  the  disappointment  will  be  the  greater.  I 
have  written  again  in  your  favour,  which  is  more  than  I  proimsed ; 
but,  when  I  tell  you,  that  I  have  not  had  a  single  word  of  answer  to 
all  I  have  said  from  hence  about  you,  sure  you  will  be  convinced,  my 
dear  Sir,  that  my  credit  is  poor  indeed. 

ISUL 

If  your  Earl'  acted  firom  reason,  I  should  think  him  in  tke  right 
not  to  go  to  England  yet    The  indecency  of  his  stay  while  his 

^  The  Great  DuohesB  had  made  a  diatinetion  betireen  the  old  and  naw  nobility,  by  a 
dedaration,  which  bes^nning  Nona  volotu,  the  latter  were  nieknamed  (he  Noutvolom 
ftadien. — Walpou. 

•  The  third  Eari  Cowper,  who  had  gone  to  traTel  in  hia  fiUhefi  lilb,  fell  in  lore  a4 
Florenee  with  a  married  lady,  and  oould  not  be  prerailed  on  hj  the  moat  eameet  en* 
treatlea  of  hia  dying  ikther  to  come  to  England.  He  eontinued  there  for  many  yean 
altar  the  death  of  hie  &ther  [in  1764]  and  the  eztinetion  of  hla  own  iMUiion:  manied 
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father  was  still  aliye,  and  so  prossiiig  to  see  him,  can  only  be  pal- 
liated by  remaining,  which  would  look  as  if  it  was  the  strength  of 
his  attadunent  that  had  detained  him,  and  not  disrespect;  bat  it  is 
no  business  of  mine. 

You  will  have  heard  of  the  death  of  the  Buke  of  Cumberland, 
which  has  awakened  much  anxiety  in  England,  and  given  a  glimpse 
of  changes.  The  King  has  assured  the  present  Ministers  tiiat  tliis 
event  shall  make  no  alteration,  and  you  may  be  sure  they  are  desirotts 
of  believing  so.  The  opinions  of  the  OppositLon  are  divided,  of  whom 
some  think  the  rivet  that  held  them  together  is  gone ;  others  that 
it  will  strengthen  them,  as  some  who  hated  only  the  Duke  wiU 
now  be  ready  to  accede.  I  am  of  neither  opinion :  a  forced  connec- 
tion between  a  nephew  and  unde  who  had  so  long  hated  one  another 
was  no  real  cement :  they  met  in  a  centre  of  hatred  to  the  late 
Ministers ;  while  that  subsists,  the  Duke's  life  or  death  was  indif- 
ferent. On  the  other  hand,  if  any  are  disposed  to  take  on  now,  I 
should  think  they  were  ready  to  do  so  before :  political  hatred  is  not 
so  predominant  in  these  times  as  political  interest.  It  may,  upon 
the  whole,  give  an  opening  to  some  broader  system,  fix>m  the  very 
circumstance,  and,  perhaps,  from  that  alone,  that  it  occasions  such 
an  arrangement  to  be  talked  of;  but  I  imagine  that  the  groundwork 
will  remain  pretty  much  as  it  is. 

There  seems  to  be  a  rot  among  princes ;  the  Emperor  Don  Philip 
and  the  Duke  are  dead:  Prince  Frederick,  our  King's  youngest 
brother,  is  in  the  last  stage  of  a  consumption ;  and  here  we  every 
moment  expect  the  Dauphin's  death.  He  received  extreme  unction 
two  days  ago ;  the  priSrea  dea  quarante  heurei  have  been  mumbled 
over ;  for  here  they  still  die  in  ceremony,  though  few  pretend  to  more 
than  acting  that  fitrce ;  few  to  so  much  as  that.  He  himself  is  to 
be  pitied,  and  they  say  expressed  his  sense  of  his  fate ;  to  die  at 
thirty-sic,  Dauphin  of  France,  ''sans  avoir  joui,  ni  fait  de  bien  k  per- 
sonne  " — ^if  he  would  have  felt  the  last,  he  is  a  real  loss. 

I  am  just  come  from  the  Duke  of  Richmond's,  whose  audience 
had  been  postponed  on  the  Dauphin's  danger.  He  has  received  a 
courier  this  evening,  that  appoints  him  to  be  at  Fontainbleau  flie 
day  after  to-morrow,  the  Dauphin  being  what  is  called  better.    We 

an  Engliah  yonng  gentiewoman  there,  and  in  the  year  1781  sent  bis  diildren  by  her 
to  Sngland  vithoni  coming  himaelC—WALPouL  It  was  thia  Sari  (died  i7S9)  who 
collected;  while  in  Italy,  the  Pknahanger  pietnrea.—  OovRnroKAH. 
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thon^  him  dead,  for  all  poot-liorses  are  stopped,  and  nobo^  Buf* 
fered  to  oome  from  Fontainbleaa,  as  the  Oonrt  may  want  to  remore 
at  a  minate's  waming.  Paris  in  llie  meantime  is  a  solitude  and 
iriate ;  but  gay  enough  for  me,  who  but  jnet  bc^an  to  go  about  again. 
The  English,  who  are  here  in  droves,  do  not  take  these  royal  deaths 
maoh  to  heart ;  the  Duke  of  Seaufort  made  a  ball  two  nights  ago  in 
the  hotel  where  I  lodge,  at  which  we  were  no  iewer  than  fcarty-eigbt. 
I  was  foroed  to  go  in  my  own  de&noe,  and  to  stay  as  late  as  I  ooold, 
as  I  had  no  chanoe  of  getting  a  wink  of  sleep  but  by  being  worn  out: 
my  plan  socoeeded.  In  tntth,  as  I  stay  hwe  only  to  avoid  being  in 
England,  it  is  pretty  indifferent  to  me  how  I  pass  my  time.  When 
I  have  broken  from  politics,  and  shown  that  I  have,  I  shall  return  to 
my  own  chdteau,  and  quiet 

Colonel  Barr^  amTed  last  mgid,  but  had  sent  a  ref[i8al  before  him 
to  England  of  the  place  of  Irish  Vice-Treasurer.  I  dined  where  he 
did  to-day,  and  thought  he  was  not  quite  so  determined  ae^lie  bad 
imagiBed.  I  never  was  in  a  room  with  him  bdbre ;  his  style  is 
vulgar ;  but  that  did  not  surprise  me.  Wilkes  is  here  too ;  in  tbe 
same  tone  and  with  lees  parts.  One  likes  to  see  men  that  posterity 
will  wish  to  have  seen :  bate  that  curiosity,  and  they  are  commonly 
not  just  the  men  yon  would  wish  to  see  mucdi.  Wilkes's  day  is  over; 
Batik's,  I  think,  to  come. 

How  I  wish  my  dear  Sir,  tliat  yonr  new  Court  may  enliven  your 
life,  and  not  be  ihs  cause  of  any  mortification  in  it  I  That  it  may 
be  is  tlie  case  of  courts,  that  fill  up  the  sucoeesion  of  time,  and  add 
nothii^  to  ennoble  it.  Wlien  one  thinks  over  the  number  of  courts 
that  are,  and  have  been,  of  how  many  intrigues  and  vexations  they 
have  been  the  source,  and  how  little  Qiey  deserve,  or  have  deserved, 
past,  present,  or  future  esteem,  can  one  help  hmiping  them  togetlLer, 
and  tlien  dropping  the  thought  of  them  with  contempt  f  I  consider 
the  multitudes  to  whom  they  are  important,  as  so  many  old  Bran- 
tdmes,  who  admired  and  recorded  every  proud  lord  and  every  lewd 
lady  to  whom  he  had  bowed  in  the  guard-room.  Laugh  at  them, 
and  yon  will  be  hi^py. 

P.S.  I  trouble  you  to  forward  the  enclosed  to  Hamilton '  and 
direct  it. 

My  Lady  Orford  has  lost  another  husband.*  Will  she  try  a  third  P 
or  will  a  third  trust  her  ? 

■  BMidmt  kt  Ni^M.— WtLPOLa. 

*  BnwlUiaUiW.  ■M<">d  hiubud  of  Udj  OrfonL  (Vol.  iL  p.  M,  aud  p.  KGE.]— 
.WuroLM. 
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The  King,  who  had  promised  it,  has  oonfirmed  the  asBunmoe  of 
ihe  Ghirter  to  Lord  Albemarle,'  on  the  Duke's  death.  It  is  a  hand- 
some compliment  to  his  nnole's  memory.  There  will  be  some 
straggle  for  the  other  two  Bibands.  I  don't  oare  about  them :  I  am 
only  interested  about  the  Bed  for  you. 


1021.    TO  HB.  GRAT. 

Ptirii,  Nim.  10, 1765. 

You  are  very  kind  to  inquire  so  partioularly  after  my  gout  I 
wish  I  may  not  be  too  oiroamstantial  in  my  answer :  but  you  have 
tapped  a  dangerous  topic ;  I  can  talk  gout  by  the  hour.  It  is  my 
great  mortificatLony  and  has  disappointed  all  the  hopes  that  I  had 
built  on  temperance  and  hardiness.  I  hare  resisted  like  a  hermi^ 
andeiqKMedmyaelf  to  all  weathers  and  seasons  like  a  smuggler:  and 
in  vain.  I  havOi  however,  still  so  much  of  the  obstinacy  of  both 
professions  left,  that  I  think  I  shall  continue,  and  cannot  obey  you 
in  keeping  myself  warm.  I  have  gone  through  my  second  fit  under 
one  blanket,  and  already  go  about  in  a  silk  waistcoat  with  my 
bosom  unbuttoned.  In  short,  I  am  as  prejudiced  to  my  regimen, 
though  so  ineffectual,  as  I  could  have  be^  to  aU  I  expected  firom 
it  The  truth  is,  I  am  almost  as  willing  to  have  the  gout  as  to  be 
liable  to  catch  cold ;  and  must  run  up  stairs  and  down,  in  and  out 
of  doors,  when  I  will,  or  I  cannot  have  the  least  satisfiEustion.  This 
will  convince  you  how  readily  I  comply  with  another  of  your 
precepts,  walking  as  soon  as  I  am  able. — ^For  receipts^  you  may 
trust  me  for  making  use  of  none :  I  would  not  see  a  physician  di 
the  worst,  but  have  quacked  myself  as  boldly  as  quacks  treat  oUiers. 
I  laughed  at  your  idea  of  quality  receipte,  it  came  so  apropos. 
There  is  not  a  man  or  woman  here  that  is  not  a  perfect  old  nurse, 
and  who  does  not  talk  gruel  and  anatomy  with  equal  fluency  and 
ignorance.  One  instance  shall  serve :  Madame  de  Bouzols,  Marshal 
Berwick's  daughter,  assured  me  there  was  nothing  so  good  for  the 
gout,  as  to  preserve  the  paiings  of  my  nails  in  abottle  doee  stopped. 
When  I  t^  any  illusteious  nostram^  I  shall  give  the  preference 
to  this. 

So  much  for  the  gout  I  *   I  told  you  what  was  coming.    As  to 

>  George  Keppd,  third  lUrl  of  AIbeiiiari«»<m«  of  tliaLoi^  of  tiieB^ 
Snroiuito  of  WUliiua,  Duke  of  CumberUmcL^WAiiPOLi. 

*  The  following  it  Onj*!  reply,  of  the  18th  ni  December :— **  Yon  hiTe  long  hnill 
jow  hopes  oa  tempannoo,  yov  aey,  and  hardiiMM.     On  the  fixat  point  we  are  agreed; 
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the  Ministiy,  I  knov  and  care  very  little  about  Uiem.  I  told  you 
and  told  tliem  long  ago,  that  if  ever  a  change  happened  I  Tonld 
bid  adien  to  politics  for  ever.  Do  me  the  justioe  to  allow  that  I 
have  not  altered  with  the  timee.  I  wm  eo  impatient  to  put  this 
resolotioQ  in  execution,  that  I  harried  oat  of  England  before  I  was 
sufficiently  recovered.  I  shall  not  run  the  same  hazard  again  in 
haste ;  hut  will  stay  here  till  I  am  perfectly  well,  and  the  season  of 
warm  weather  coming  on  or  arrived ;  thou^  the  charms  of  Paris 
have  not  the  least  attraction  for  me,  nor  would  keep  me  an  hour  on 
their  own  account.  For  Qie  city  itself  I  cannot  conceive  where  my 
eyes  were :  it  is  the  ugliest  beastliest  town  in  the  univorse.  I  have 
not  seen  a  mouthful  of  verdure  out  of  it,  nor  have  they  anything 
green  bat  Qieai  treillage  and  window-shutters.  Trees  cut  into  fire- 
shovels,  and  stuck  into  pedestals  of  chalk,  compose  tiieir  country. 
Their  boasted  knowledge  of  society  is  reduced  to  talking  of  their 
suppers,  and  every  malady  ihey  have  about  them,  or  know  of.  The 
Dauphin  is  at  t^  point  of  death ;  every  morning  the  physicians 
frame  an  acooont  of  him ;  and  h^>py  is  he  or  she  who  can  produce 
a  copy  of  this  lie,  called  a  bulletin.  The  night  bofore  last,  one  of 
these  was  produced  at  supper  where  I  was ;  it  was  read,  and  said 
he  had  had  une  tvacuation  fatide.  I  b^  your  pardon,  though  yoa 
are  not  at  supper.  The  old  lady  of  the  house '  (who  by  the  way  is 
quite  blind,  was  the  B^^f  s  mistress  for  a  fortnight^  and  is  very 
agreeable)  called  out,  "  Oh  t  they  have  forgot  to  mention  that  he 
threw  down  his  chamber-pot,  and  was  forced  to  change  his  bed." 
There  were  present  several  women  of  the  first  rank ;  as  Madame 
de  la  Yalidre,  whom  yon  remember  Ducheese  de  Taujour,  and  who 
is  still  miraculously  pretty,  though  fifty-three;  a  veryhandsoma 
Madame  de  Foioalquier,  and  others — nor  was  this  conversation  at 
all  particular  to  that  evening. 

Um  Meond  hu  toUll;  diMppolntad  7011,  ud  lA«x/biw  yon  will  penlit  In  It  bj  all 
hhbu.  Bat  then,  ba  niTa  to  p«nlrt  tcM  in  bdng  joniig,  la  itopplng  tlu  ooune  of 
time,  ■ud  maUiig  the  ihadow  ratnm  bMk  apoD  joni  aon-dUl.  If  jtm  And  thii  not  n 
«Hj,Mqnl«Me  with  %  good  gnoa  In  ni7Bnilltlw;  pnton  ]wir nndeFftodUagt of 
yun,  or  woollen,  oren  in  the  nlgfal-time.  Dent  praroke  ma,  or  1  ihall  order  jon  two 
aightapa,  {wUdi,by  thawkj,  wonlddoTonrejeigood,}  and  pnt  ft  llUle  of  ftnrfreach 
Uqnenrinlo  tow  water;  thay  an  notUng  bnibnuidrand  tngtr;  and  among  tholi 
nnon*  flaToon,  tome  of  tbwn  mtj  woiAj  ba  palatable  enongh.  The  pain  in  joor 
fcatlawkor;  hnt  I  ihnilrtiiTit thneliitiinw  rfjnnriliinianh  indflinwiaVnciei  that 
•tUI  oontlniua.  I  eoq}im  yva,  ai  jov  Ion  7oarMl(— 1  ooqjoie  700  by  Strawben?, 
not  to  trifle  with  Uieaa  Bdge-loola.  ThaMlaDoeBrafiw  tbai(onl,whentBtheatMnaeli. 
bat  to  throw  it  Into  the  llmba :  then  ii  no  relief  Ibr  gont  in  (he  llmbe,  bnt  In  gentle 
warmth  and  gradual  per^iiratloO."  Vonfci  b^  Hitford,  toL  1*.  p,  M. — WaioBb 
■  Madame  dn  DeAnd.— Wbioh* 
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Their  gaiety  is  not  greater  ttum  Himi  dBtioaoy — bat  I  will  not 
expatiate.  In  short,  thsy  are  another  people  from  what  iliey  wtn. 
Tbey  may  be  growing  vise,  bat  the  intermediate  passage  is  dnlness. 
Sereral  at  Qie  iromen  are  ^reeable,  and  some  of  the  men ;  bat  the 
latter  are  in  general  vain  and  ignorant.  The  tmxmt — ^I  heg  Hiesr 
pardons,  the  pkiloai^heB — ere  insupportable,  sopeifidal,  orerbettrio^ 
and  fanatio :  Uiey  preach  ineeaaanUy,  and  thmr  avotred  doetzine  is 
aOieism ;  yon  would  not  believe  how  openly— Don't  wonder,  there- 
fore, if  I  should  return  a  Jesuit  Voltaire  himself  does  not  satisfy 
them.  One  of  their  lady  derotees  said  of  him.  "H  est  bigot,  e'eat 
us  d&ste." 

I  am  aa  litUe  pleased  with  iheir  taste  in  trifles.  CrAfllon  is 
entirely  out  of  &^on,  and  Maiivaux  a  prorerb :  maricmider  and 
marioaudage  are  Getablished  terms  for  being  prolix  and  tiresome. 
I  thought  that  we  were  follen,  but  they  are  ten  times  lower. 

Xotwithstanding  all  I  hare  said,  I  have  fomid  two  tyr  three 
Booieties  that  please  me ;  am  amused  with  the  novelty  of  the  whol^ 
and  should  be  sorry  not  to  have  oome.  The  Dumenil  is,  if  possibk^ 
superior  to  what  you  remember.  I  am  sorry  not  to  see  the  ClairoD; 
but  several  persons  whose  judgments  seem  the  soundest  prefer  the 
former.  Freville  is  admirable  in  low  oomedy.  The  mixttue  of 
Italian  oomedy  and  oomio  operas,  prettily  written,  and  set  to  Italian 
mosio,  at  the  same  theatre,'  is  charming,  and  gets  the  better  botii 
of  tiieir  operas  and  French  oomedy ;  the  latter  of  whidi  is  seldran 
fnll,  with  all  its  merit  Petit-maitres  are  obsolete,  like  our  Lords 
Foppington — Tout  h  monde  est  philoaophe — When  I  grow  very  sick 
of  this  last  nonsense,  I  go  and  oompose  myself  at  the  Chartrense. 
where  I  am  almost  tempted  to  prefer  Le  Soeor  to'eveiy  painter  I 
know.  Yet  what  new  old  treasures  are  oome  to  light  routed  out 
of  the  Louvre,  and  thrown  into  new  lumber-rooms  at  Versaillee ! — 
But  I  have  not  room  to  tell  you  what  I  have  seen  I  I  will  keep  this 
and  other  ohapters  for  Strawberry.    Adieu  I    and  thank  you. 

Old  Hariette  has  shown  me  a  print  by  Diep^ibecke  ai  the  I>iike 
and  Duchess  of  Ifewcastle  '  at  dinner  with  their  fomily.  Tou  would 
oblige  me,  if  you  would  look  into  all  their  graoes'  folios,  and  see  if 
it  is  not  a  frontispieoe  to  some  one  of  fliem.     Then  he  has  subh  a 

>  Pnftted  to  wme  eoptn  of  Uie  DndiaM'i  voA,  mlitlea,  'Tbe  Worid'*  OUo," 
Nibve'*  neuuM  dnwn  by  Ttxusft  Pandl  to  the  lift,'  (rollo.  London,  lOU.)  b  ■ 
print,  n^«alMc^  del,  P.  ClODTst  >&,  btlfaheet,  oontalninK  portnlta  of  WHUani 
CnTandiih,  Dnka  of  NtweMtlo,  (e«Iebimted  u  a  Canllar  genent  dnring  tha  dTO 
wva,  and  eMnnuwlj  UjM  Uh  loyal  Dolce  of  NewctaUe,)  hli  DndiMi,  and  Ikfr 
fiunll;,— VaidBT. 


'r 
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Petitot  of  Madame  d'Olonne !    The  Pompadoiir  oAared  him  fiffy 
lovifl  for  it' — Alack,  so  would  1 1 


1022.    TO  QBOSYBKOB  BEDFOBD,  ESQ.* 
ItaUA  8n :  Fari$,  Na».  20, 170£. 

i  I SHOT7LD  hope  you  was  convinced  that  yon  need  not  at  any  time 

i  wait  for  business^  to  write  to  me.    I  am  always  happy  to  hear  of 

t  you,  and  glad  to  receive  yonr  letters. 

I  caught  cold  after  I  had  been  here  a  fortnight,  and  the  gont 
§  retnmed  in  both  feet,  and  in  one  of  my  eyes,  with  what  gave  me 

1  still  more  uneasiness,  constant  sickness  at  my  stomach,  so  that  I 

2  almost  loathed  every  kind  of  food,  and  could  bear  no  sort  above  two 
days  together.  Thank  Ood  I  after  six  weeks  all  is  over,  my  sick- 
ness is  gone  and  my  appetite  returned.    My  feet  continued  long 

,1  swelled,  and  my  1^  swelled  so  much  every  night,  that  I  feared 

f  thai  weakness  would  remain,  but  it  is  gone  too,  and  I  have  nothing 

i^  to  complain  of  now,  but  weakness.    I  wish  you  got  as  easily  quit  of 

^  this  horrid  distemper.    My  gout  leaves  no  traces  at  all,  though  so 

^  severe  while  it  stays. 

;  I  will  beg  you  to  keep  the  money  till  my  return,  whidi  will  be 

,  when  the  severity  of  the  winter  is  over ;  but  I  am  grown  a  great 

^  coward,  and  dare  not  venture  travellix^  in  bad  weather,  nor  risk 

being  laid  up  on  the  road.  I  am  not  less  afraid  of  the  House  of 
CommoDS,  when  I  am  persuaded  long  attendance  would  bring  back 
ihe  gout,  of  which  I  own  my  dread  is  extreme.  The  same  appre- 
hension will  prevent  my  going  more  southward.  I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  be  in  my  own  house  again.    Adieu,  dear  Sir,  and  believe 

me  ever 

Most  cordially  and  affiactionately  yours, 

Horace  Walfolb. 


^  ThiB  miniature  eTentnally  became  hii  property.    In  a  letter  tnm  Madame  do 

DeiEuid  of  the  12th  of  December,  1776,  ihe  says : — "  J'ai  Madame  d'Olonne  entie  lee 

^  maine ;  Tone  TolUk  an  comble  de  hi  Joie ;  maie  modires-en  la,  en  apprenant  qne  see 

A  galans  ne  U  payaient  pas  plus  cher  de  eon  viTant  qne  toob  ne  la  payee  apite  ea  mort; 

elle  Tona  coftte  troie  miUe  deox  cents  Uvros." — Waianff. 

*  ITow  fini  printed.~OvnmeBAii. 

I 


433  HORACE  WALP0LV8  LBTTSBS.  [ITOSL 


1023.    TO  THE  BIQHT  HON.  LABT  HEBYET. 

ParU,  Nim.  81, 176& 

Madame  Geoffrik  has  given  me  a  parcel  for  your  ladyship  vnSx 
two  knotting-bagSy  which  I  will  send  by  the  first  opportunity  thai 
seems  safe :  but  I  hear  of  nothing  bat  difficulties ;  and  shall,  I 
believe,  be  saved  from  min  myself  from  not  being  able  to  ocmvey 
any  purchases  into  England.  Thus  I  shall  have  made  an  almost 
fruitless  journey  to  France,  if  I  can  neither  fling  away  my  money, 
nor  preserve  my  health.  At  present,  indeed,  the  gout  is  gone.  I 
have  had  my  house  swept,  and  made  as  clean  as  I  could — no  very 
easy  matter  in  this  country;  but  I  live  in  dread  of  seven  worse 
spirits  entering  in.  The  terror  I  am  under  of  a  new  fit  has  kept 
me  from  almost  seeing  anything.  The  damps  and  fogs  are  full  as 
great  and  freqnent  here  as  in  London ;  but  there  is  a  little  frost 
to-day,  and  I  shall  begin  my  devotions  to-morrow.  It  is  not  being 
fashionable  to  vidt  churches ;  but  l^sai  dela  vieiUe  eaur;  and  I  b^ 
your  ladyship  to  believe  that  I  have  no  youthful  pretensions.  The 
Dubhess  of  Bichmond  tells  me  that  they  have  made  twenty  fiwlish 
stories  about  me  in  England ;  and  say,  that  my  person  is  admired 
here.  I  cannot  help  what  is  said  without  foundation;  but  the 
French  have  neither  lost  their  eyes,  nor  I  my  senses.  A  skeleton 
I  was  bom — skeleton  I  am— «nd  death  will  have  no  trouble  in 
making  me  one.  I  have  not  made  any  alteration  in  my  dress,  and 
certainly  did  not  study  it  in  England.  Had  I  had  any  sudi 
ridiculous  thoughts,  the  gout  is  too  sincere  a  monitor  to  leave  one 
under  any  such  error.  Bray,  Madam,  tell  Lord  and  Lady  Holland 
what  I  say;  they  have  heard  these  idle  tales;  and  they  know  so 
many  of  my  follies,  that  I  should  be  sorry  they  believed  more  of  me 
than  are  true.  If  all  arose  from  Madame  Geoffiin  calling  me  in 
joke  fe  fwuveau  JBicAeheu,  I  give  it  under  my  hand  that  I  resemble 
him  in  nothing  but  wrinkles. 

Your  ladyship  is  much  in  the  right  to  forbear  reading  politics. 
I  never  look  at  the  political  letters  that  come  hither  in  the 
Chronicles.  I  was  sick  to  death  of  them  before  I  set  out;  and 
perhaps  should  not  have  stirred  from  home,  if  I  had  not  been  sick 
of  them  and  all  they  relate  to.  If  anybody  could  write  ballads  and 
epigramsi  a  la  bonne  heure/  But  dull  personal  abuse  in  prose  is 
tiresome  indeed.  A  serious  invective  against  a  pickpocket,  or 
written  by  a  pickpocket,  who  has  so  litUe  to  do  as  to  readP 
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The  Dat^liin  oontinoes  ltmgii«>iing  to  his  exit,  and  keeps  merj- 
body  at  FoDtainblefto.  There  is  a  little  bustle  nov  about  tba 
parliament  (^  Bretagne ;  but  you  may  beliere,  Uadam,  that  irbea 
I  was  tired  f^  the  aqnabbles  at  London,  I  did  not  propose  to  inteiest 
myself  in  qoands  at  Hall  or  IdTerpooL  Indeed,  if  the  Due  de 
Chanlnes '  oonunanded  at  Bennes,  or  Fomenars '  was  sent  to  prison, 
I  might  have  a  little  onrioBitf.  Yon  wrong  me  in  <J'iTi^"g  I  quoted 
a  text  from  my  Saint*  lodionrasly.  On  the  contrary,  I  am  so  true 
a  bigot,  that,  if  she  oonld  have  talked  nonsense,  I  should,  like  any 
other  bigot,  believe  she  was  inspired.  The  saaaon,  and  tJie  empti- 
ness of  Paris,  prevent  anything  new  £rom  appearing.  All  I  can 
send  your  ladyship  is  a  very  pretty  log(^phe,  made  by  the  old 
blind  MiiHninfl  da  Deffand,  whom  perhsps  yon  know — oertainly 
most  have  heard  o£  I  sup  there  very  often ;  *  and  she  gave  me 
this  last  nig^t — ^yoa  must  gness  it. 

Qnotqneja  foniMns  eoriM,JaiMnii*qnW«ldfo; 
Flu  m>  baHli  Ti^it,  plu  ella  «tf  diddte : 
II  bnl,  poor  DM  traaTW,  igoorar  d'ob  Jfl  Tl«ai : 
J«  Uant  tool  it  Inl,  qui  ndnlt  loot  t  rian,* 

Lady  Mary  Chabot  inqniree  often  after  yonr  ladyship.  Tour 
other  two  friends  are  not  yet  retnmed  to  Paris ;  but  I  have  had 
serend  obliging  messages  from  the  DnohesBe  d'Aigaillon. 

It  pleased  me  extremely,  Madam,  to  find  no  mention  of  yonr  own 
gont  in  yonr  letter.  I  always  apprehend  it  for  yon,  as  yon  tzy  its 
temper  to  the  utmost,  especially  by  staying  1^  in  the  oonntry, 
whioh  you  know  it  hates.  Lord  1  it  has  broken  my  spirit  so,  that 
I  believe  it  mig^t  make  me  leave  Strawberry  at  a  minute's  warning. 
It  has  forbid  me  tea,  and  been  obeyed ;  and  I  thoaght  that  one  of 
QiB  most  difficult  points  to  carry  with  me.  Do  let  tis  be  weD, 
M<*d"",  and  have  no  gouty  notes  to  compare  I 

I  am  your  ladyship's  most  &itbfiil,  humble  servant. 

■  QoTCCBorofBliUuiyln  tbaUmeDflbduiMdaSCTigirf.— Wauolk 

■  Sm  lUdune  de  SMgnt'i  LeUen.— WAUOLa. 

*  Hadanie  <1«  SiTignt— Wurou. 

*  Maduu  dn  Dtfiknd  h»d,  t,i  thli  Uma,  a  mppar  kl  hir  hooM  maj  Sona^ 
arenlsg,  it  vhioli  Wiipola,  during  Ua  ntaj  it  Pidi,  tuutaaOj  md*  om  d  (1m 
eomptaj. — WuaBf. 
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Id34.    TO  OEOROB  MOHTAGIT,  ESO. 

ParU,  Kim.  n,  17<UL 

You  must  not  be  sutprised  when  my  lotten  aniTe  long  after  flieir 
date.  I  write  them  at  my  leisure,  and  send  them  when  I  find  any 
Englishmen  going  to  London,  that  I  may  not  be  kept  in  okeok,  it, 
they  were  to  pass  through  both  French  and  English  posts. 

Your  letter  to  Madame  Boland,  and  the  books  for  her,  will  set 
out  Tery  securely  in  a  day  or  two.  My  bookseUer  here  hi^pens  to 
be  of  Kheimsy  and  knows  Madame  'Bj(AjuA^e(mimedeuxgwiUe9dPmm} 
This  perhaps  is  not  a  well-plaoed  simile,  but  the  Freneh  always  use 
one,  and  when  they  are  once  established,  and  one  knows  tfae  tone^ 
it  does  not  signify  sixpence  for  the  sense. 

My  gout  and  my  stick  have  entirely  left  me.  I  totter  still,  it  is 
true,  but  I  trust  shall  be  able  to  whisk  about  at  Strawberry  as  well 
almost  as  ever.  When  that  hour  strikes,  to  be  sure  I  shall  not  be 
very  sorry.  The  sameness  of  the  life  here  is  worse  flian  anything 
but  English  politics  and  the  House  of  Oonmions.  Indeed,  I  have 
a  mind  still  to  see  more  people  here,  more  sights,  and  more  of  the 
DumeniL  The  Dauphin,  who  is  not  dead  yet,  detains  the  whole 
court  at  Fontainbleau,  whither  I  dare  not  venture,  as  the  sitoatioa 
is  very  damp,  and  the  lodgings  abominable.  Sights  too,  I  have 
scarce  seen  any  yet ;  and  I  must  satisfy  my  curiosity ;  for  hither,  I 
think,  I  shall  never  come  again.  No,  let  us  sit  down  quietly  and 
comfortably,  and  enjoy  our  coming  old  age.  Oh  I  if  you  are  in 
earnest,  and  will  transplant  yourself  to  Bodiampton,  how  happy 
I  shall  be  I  You  know,  if  you  beHeve  an  experience  of  above 
thirty  years,  that  you  are  one  of  the  very,  very  few,  for  whom  I 
really  care  a  straw.  You  know  how  long  I  have  been  vexed  at 
seeing  so  little  of  you.  What  has  one  to  do,  when  one  grows  tired 
of  the  world,  as  we  both  do,  but  to  draw  nearer  and  nearer,  and 
gently  waste  the  remains  of  life  with  the  friends  with  whom  one 
began  it !  Young  and  happy  people  will  have  no  r^ard  for  us  and 
our  old  stories,  and  they  are  in  the  right :  but  we  shall  not  tire  one 
another ;  we  shall  laugh  together  when  nobody  is  by  to  laugh  at  us, 
and  we  may  think  ourselves  young  enough  when  we  see  nobody 
younger.    Boehampton  is  a  delightful  spot,  at  once  cheerful  aa^ 

'  Compare  ante  Letter  to  Lord  Hertford,  April  7, 1765.^Cinniui«iiAV. 
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retired.  You  will  amble  in  your  ohaifle  about  Bidhmond-park :  we 
shall  see  one  another  as  often  as  we  like ;  I  shall  frequenfly  peep  at 
London^  and  bring  you  tales  of  ity  and  we  shall  sometinies  tondh 
a  card  with  the  Gliye,  and  laugh  oar  fill ;  for  I  must  tell  you,  I 
desire  to  die  when  I  have  nobody  left  to  laugh  with  me.  I  have 
nerer  yet  seen  or  heard  anything  serious,  that  was  not  ridionlous. 
Jesuits,  Methodists,  philosophers,  politicians,  the  hypocrite  Bousseau, 
the  scoffer  Voltaire,  the  encydopediBts,  the  Humes,  the  Lytteltons, 
the  Ghrenyilles,  the  atheist  tyrant  of  Prussia,  and  the  mountebank  of 
History,  Mr.  Pitt,  all  are  to  me  but  impostors  in  flieir  various  ways. 
Fame  or  interest  ia  iiieir  object ;  and  after  all  their  parade,  I  think 
a  ploughman  who  sows,  reads  his  almanack,  and  beUeTes  the  stars 
but  so  many  farthing  candles,  created  to  preyent  his  £Edling  into  a 
ditoh  as  he  goes  home  at  night,  a  wiser  and  more  rational  b^ng,  and 
I  am  su!e  an  honester  than  any  of  tiiemu  Oh  I  I  am  sick  of  visions 
and  systems,  that  shove  one  another  aside,  and  come  over  again, 
like  tiie  figures  in  a  moving  picture.  Babelais  brightens  up  to  me 
as  I  see  more  of  the  world;  he  treated  it  as  it  deserved,  laughed  at 
it  all,  and,  as  I  judge  firom  myself,  ceased  to  hate  it ;  for  I  find 
hatred  an  unjust  preference.    Adieu  I 


10S5.    TO  THB  BIGHT  HON.  LADT  HIBRYBT. 

Pari$,  Nov,  28, 176& 

What,  another  letter  I    Yes,  yes.  Madam ;  though  I  must  whip 
and  qrar,  I  must  try  to  make  my  thanks  keep  up  with  your  £Eivours: 
for  any  other  return,  you  have  quite  distanced  me.    This  is  to 
^  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Duchess  d' Aiguillon — you  may  set 

what  sum  you  please  against  the  debt  She  is  delightful,  and  has 
much  the  most  of  a  woman  of  quality  of  any  I  have  seen,  and  more 
cheerfulness  too ;  for,  to  show  your  ladyship  that  I  am  sincere,  that 
my  head  is  not  turned,  and  that  I  retain  some  of  my  prejudices  still, 
I  avow  that  gaieiy,  whatever  it  was  formerly,  is  no  longer  the  growth 
of  this  country ;  and  I  will  own  too  that  Paris  can  produce  women 
of  quality  that  I  should  not  call  women  of  foshion :  I  will  not  use  so 
ungentle  a  term  as  vulgar ;  but  for  their  indelicacy,  I  could  call  it  still 
worse.  Yet  with  these  faults,  and  the  latter  is  an  enormous  one  in 
my  English  eyes,  many  of  the  women  are  exceedingly  agreeable. 
I  cannot  say  so  much  for  the  men — alwajrs  excepting  the  Due  de 
Nivemois.    You  would  be  entertained  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 


Ml  HOUOl  VALPOI.n  LIRIBa.  [I74S. 

wHIl  his  DiuilLeaB— aha  is  the  Dnke  of  Newaastle  propvly  pUoed, 
that  is,  ahattering  ineessaQtly  out  of  derotum,  and  mafciag  interest 
Bgamst  the  doril  tiut  *hft  may  dispofle  of  bishopriiiB  in  the  next 
world. 

MiiiimTifl  d'Egmont  is  expected  to-day,  iriiifdi  irill  mu  me  again 
into  arrean.  I  don't  knor  how  it  is.  Yes,  Z  do :  it  is  natonl  to 
impose  on  bcont^,  and  I  am  like  the  rest  of  the  vorid :  I  am  going 
to  abase  your  goodneae,  beeaum  I  knoT  nobody  so  great  Besides 
being  Hib  best  &iend  in  the  world,  yoa  are  the  best  commimotMain 
in  the  world,  Mtujam  ;  yoa  nndentand  &om  Mendahip  to  scissors. 
The  enolosed  model  was  tmsted  to  me,  to  hare  two  pair  made  as 
wdl  as  poasibUi — ^bat  I  really  UoEih  at  my  imperliueuoe.  Howerer, 
all  the  tronble  I  mean  to  gire  yoor  ladyship  is,  to  send  your  groom 
of  the  chambers  to  bespeak  them ;  and  a  pair  besidee  of  tite  oc«nmon 
size  tax  a  lady,  as  well  made  as  possible,  for  the  bonoiir  of  En^and's 
steeL 

The  two  knotting-bags  from  Madame  Geoffiin  went  away  by  a 
olei^yman  two  days  ago ;  and  I  ooncerted  all  the  trioks  Hie  doctw 
and  I  ooold  think  at,  to  elode  the  rigilanoe  of  the  Custom  House 


WiUi  this,  I  send  yoor  ladyship  the  *  OrpMitu  Leguie:'  its 
intended  name  was  Uie  Anglomanie — ^my  only  reason  fi>r  sending 
it ;  for  it  has  little  merits  and  had  as  slender  soooesB,  being  acted 
bat  five  times.     However,  there  is  nothing  else  new. 

Hie  Dauphin  oontinnes  in  the  same  langoisbing  and  hopelen 
state,  bat  with  groat  ooolness  and  firmness.  Somebody  gave  him 
fotber  day  'The  Frepantion  for  Death;"  he  said,  "Cest  la 
noarelle  du  jour." 

I  have  nothing  more  to  say,  bat  what  I  have  always  to  say. 
Madam,  &om  the  b^inning  of  my  letters  to  the  end,  that  I  am 
your  ladyship's  most  obliged  and  most  devoted  humble  servant 

Jfof.  SB,  One  If  dock. 
Oh,  Madam,  Madam,  Madam,  what  do  yoa  think  I  have  found 
since  Z  wrote  my  letter  this  moraingi*  I  am  ont  of  my  wital 
Never  was  anythmg  like  my  Iw^ ;  it  never  forsakes  me  I  I  have 
foand  Coont  Cbammonf s  incturo  t  I  believe  I  shall  see  oompany 
upon  it  certainly  keep  the  day  holy.  I  went  to  the  Grand 
Augostins  to  see  t^  jnoturee  of  the  reception  of  the  knights  of 

*  1%e  tlU*  ofa  French  book  of  deroUon.— TuMia. 
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the  Holy  Ohoet :  they  oarried  me  into  s  dumber  fiill  of  tiieir 
piwtniits ;  I  was  looking  for  BaflBompterre ;  my  laqnua  de  looage 
opened  a  door,  and  said,  "Here  are  more."  One  of  the  fint 
that  Btrnok  me  vaa  Philibert  Comte  de  GrammcHitl  It  is  old, 
not  at  all  handsome,  bnt  haa  a  great  deal  of  finesse  in  the  oomite- 
nanoe.  I  shall  thmk  of  nothing  now  bat  hating  it  copied.  If  I 
had  seen  or  d<me  nothing  else,  I  should  be  content  with  my  journey 
hither. 

lOM.    TO  THE  HOIT.  H.  B.  CONWAT. 

Pari*,  JVm.  IB,  irSG. 

As  I  answered  yoor  short  letter  with  a  very  long  one,  I  shidl  be 
shorter  in  answer  to  your  long,  which  I  receiTed  late  last  night  from 
Fontainbleaa:  it  is  not  very  necessary;  bnt  as  Lord  William  (Gordon 
sets  oat  for  England  on  Monday,  I  take  that  opportunity. 

The  Doke  of  Riohmond  t^  me  that  Choisenl  has  promised 
ereiything.  I  wish  it  may  be  perfbnned,  and  speedily,  as  it  will 
give  yoa  an  opportnnify  of  opraing  the  Fariiamrat  with  great  Aslat. 
My  opinion  yon  know  is,  that  this  is  the  moment  for  pashiDg  them 
and  obtaining. 

Thank  you  for  all  yon  say  about  my  gout  We  have  had  a  week 
of  very  hard  frost,  tluit  has  done  me  great  good,  and  rebraced  me. 
The  swelling  of  my  1^  is  quite  gone.  What  has  done  me  more 
good,  is  haying  entirely  left  off  tea,  to  which  I  beliere  the  weakness 
of  my  stomaoh  was  owing,  having  had  no  siokneee  since.  In  short; 
I  think  I  am  cured  of  everything  but  my  fears.  Yon  talk  coolly  ctf 
going  as  for  as  Kaplee,  and  propose  my  gtnng  with  yoo.  I  would 
not  go  so  for,  if  NajJee  was  the  direct  road  to  the  new  Jerasolem. 
I  have  no  thot^^t  or  wish  but  to  get  home,  and  be  quiet  for  the 
rest  of  my  days,  vhioh  I  shall  most  certainly  do  the  first  moment 
the  season  will  let  me ;  and  if  I  once  get  to  London  again,  shall  be 
scarce  tempted  ever  to  lie  in  an  inn  more.  I  have  refused  to  go 
to  Anbign^,  thou^  I  should  Ee  but  one  night  on  the  road.  Ton 
may  guess  what  I  have  suffered,  vhea  I  am  grown  so  timorous 
about  my  health.  However,  I  am  again  reverted  to  my  system  of 
water,  and  trying  to  recover  my  huFiiintwi — but  nothing  has  at  all 
softened  me  towards  phytdcians. 

Yon  see  I  have  given  you  a  serious  answer,  though  I  am  rather 
disposed  to  smile  at  yoor  propoanl.  Gk>  to  Italy  I  for  what  P — Oh  1 
to  quit — do  you  know,  I  think  that  as  idle  a  ttiooght  as  the  other. 
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Pray  stay  where  you  are,  and  do  some  good  to  your  eoantry,  or 
retire  when  you  caxmot— but  don't  pot  yoor  finger  in  your  eye  and 
cry  after  the  hdidays  and  sagar-^nms  of  Paik-plaoe.  Yon  hsre 
engaged  and  must  go  throng,  or  be  hindered.  Conld  yon  tell  the 
world  the  reasonP  Wbnld  not  all  men  say  you  had  fonnd  yoniaelf 
incapable  of  what  yon  had  nndertakenP  I  haye  no  patience  wifli 
your  flunking  BO  idly.  It  wonld  be  a  reflection  on  yoor  undenianding 
and  character,  and  a  want  of  resolntion  unworthy  of  yon. 

My  advice  is,  to  ask  for  the  first  great  goyemment  that  fiEdls,  if 
yon  wiU  not  take  your  B^ponent  again ;  to  continue  acting  vigor- 
ously and  honestly  where  you  are.  Things  are  never  stable  enoofi^ 
in  our  country  to  give  you  a  prospect  of  a  long  slavery.  Your 
defect  is  irresolution.  When  you  have  taken  your  post»  act  up  to 
it ;  and  if  you  are  driven  from  it»  your  retireinent  wiU  then  be  as 
honourable^  and  more  satisfectory  than  your  administration.  I 
speak  frankly,  as  my  friendship  for  you  directs.  My  way  of  acting 
(though  a  private  instance)  is  agreeable  to  my  doctrine.  I  det^- 
mined,  whenever  our  opposition  should  be  orer,  to  have  done  with 
politics ;  and  you  see  I  have  adhered  to  my  resolution  by  coming 
hither;  and  therefore  you  may  be  oonvinced  that  I  speak  my 
thoughts.  I  don't  ask  your  pardon,  because  I  should  be  forced 
to  ask  my  own,  if  I  did  not  tell  you  what  I  think  the  best  for 
you.  You  have  life  and  Park-placet  enough  to  come,  and  yon  have 
not  had  five  months  of  gout  Make  yourself  independent  honour- 
ably, which  you  may  do  by  a  government ;  but  if  you  will  take  my 
advice,  don't  accept  a  ministerial  place  when  you  cease  to  be  a 
minister.  The  former  is  a  reward  due  to  your  profession  and  ser- 
vices ;  the  latter  is  a  degradation.  You  l^ow  the  haughtineas  of 
my  spirit ;  I  give  you  no  advice  but  what  I  would  follow. 

I  sent  Lady  Ailesbury  the  'Orpheline  Leg^oife:'  a  poor  per- 
formance ;  but  the  subject  made  me  think  she  would  like  to  see 
it.  I  am  over  head  and  ears  at  Count  Caylns's'  auction,  and  have 
bought  half  of  it  for  a  song — but  I  am  still  in  great  felicity  and 
luck,  having  discovered,  by  mere  accident,  a  portrait  of  Count 
Giammont,  after  having  been  in  search  of  one  these  fifteen  yean^ 
and  assured  there  was  no  such  thing.    Apropos,  I  promised  you  my 

>  The  CoQni  de  Gajliu»  member  of  the  Boyal  Aeedemj  of  Inseriptlons  and  BeQet- 
lefciree,  honomry  member  of  the  Boyal  Aoidemj  of  iWtiog  and  Sculptme,  and 
anthor  of  the  'Beeueil  d' Antiquity  Jfigyptiennes,  Xlra.^aet,  Chvoqnes,  Kmnaine^  ei 
Qavloiflee/  in  sefen  Tolnmes,  4ta  died  ai  Fuis  in  September  1760^  ia  the  iixij4Urd 
year  of  hia  age.— Wbiobt. 
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own :  bat  besidBB  that  there  is  nobody  here  that  ezoels  in  paintmg 
Aeletonfiy  eerionslyy  Hieir  painters  are  bitter  bad,  and  as  mneh 
inferior  to  Beynolds  and  Bamsaj,  as  Hudson  to  Yandyok.  I  had 
rather  stay  till  my  return.    Adieu ! 


1087.    TO  SIB  HOBACB  MANK. 

Paris,  Nov.  SO,  1765. 

Allislx7JAH  I  Monsiear  TEnvoy^  I  I  was  going  to  direct  to  you 
by  this  title ;  but  if  your  credentials  are  not  arrived,  as  I  hope  iliey 
are  not,  that  I  may  be  the  first  to  notify  your  new  dignity  to  you,  I 
did  not  know  how  your  new  court  would  take  it»  and  therefore 
I  postpone  your  surprise,  till  you  have  opened  my  letter — ^if  it 
loiters  on  the  road  like  its  predecessors,  I  shall  be  out  of  all  patience. 
In  short,  my  last  express  tells  me  that  the  King  will  name  you  Envoy 
in  your  new  credentials.  You  must  judge  of  the  pleasure  it  gives 
me  to  have  obtained  this  for  you,  my  dear  Sir,  by  the  vexation  I 
expressed  on  tbinking  I  could  not  effect  it  All  answer,  I  suppose, 
to  my  solicitations  was  deferred  till  I  could  be  told  they  had  suc- 
ceeded. 

You  must  forget  or  erase  most  of  what  I  had  said  to  you  lately, 
for  when  I  can  serve  my  friends  I  am  content  Your  letters  had 
been  so  many,  and  so  earnest,  and  I  so  little  expected  any  good  from 
my  intercession,  that  I  was  warmer  than  I  wi^  I  had  been;  and 
the  more,  as  I  see  I  was  in  part  unjust  I  doubted  everybody  but 
Mr.  Oonway,  and  did  not  thick  that  he  alone  had  power  to  do 
what  I  desired,  and  could  not  bear  you  should  think  I  neglected 
what  I  wished  so  much,  pleasing  you.  I  have  done  it  to  my  great 
satis&otion,  since  it  is  what  you  had  so  much  at  heart, — but 
remember,  I  don't  retract  my  sermon.  I  think  exactiy  as  I  did, 
that  one  is  in  the  wrong  to  place  one's  peace  of  mind  on  courts  and 
honours  :  their  joys  are  most  momentary,  violentiy  overbalanced  by 
disappointments,  and  empty  in  possession.  I  shall  not  excuse  you 
if  you  have  more  of  these  solicitudes ;  but  I  will  rejoice  with  you 
over  this  one  triumph,  of  which  I  will  do  you  the  justice  to  believe 
I  am  more  glad  tban  you  are.  You  must  thank  Mr.  Oonway,  by 
whom  I  obtained  it,  as  if  you  owed  it  all  to  him.  You  know  I  hate 
to  be  talked  of  for  these  things,  and  therefore  insist  that  my  name 
be  not  mentioned  to  him  or  anybody  but  your  brotiier.  It  will  be 
the  last  favour  I  shall  ever  ask ;  my  constant  plan  has  been  to  be 
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nobody,  and  for  the  rest  of  my  days  I  shall  be  more  nobody  than 
erer.  You  mtut  gratify  me  with  this  silence.  I  did  not  think  it 
would  be  necessary,  or  I  should  have  made  it  a  condition,  fior  I  have 
declared  so  much  that  I  would  meddle  wifli  nofliing^  fliat  it  would 
contradict  those  declarations^  and  disoblige  some^  for  whom  I  have 
refused  to  interest  myself. 

As  I  grow  better,  I  am  more  reconcQed  to  this  country ;  yet  I 
shall  return  home  in  the  spring.  Apprehensions  of  the  gout  make 
one  as  old  as  the  gout  itself  and  cure  one  of  all  prospects.  I  must 
resign  that  pleasing  one,  so  long  entertained,  of  seeing  you  at 
Florence.  Your  new  establishment  forbids  my  expecting  you  in 
England.  Had  I  consulted  my  own  wishes  I  should  have  let  you 
haye  been  cross  and  come  home.  Happily  I  am  not  so  selfish.  I 
haye  leamt»  too,  not  to  build  on  pleasures ;  they  are  not  of  my  aga 
I  must  go  and  grow  old,  and  bear  ennui;  must  try  to  make  comforts 
a  recompense  for  living  in  a  country  where  I  do  not  love  the  people. 
Hy  great  spirits  think  all  this  a  difficult  iadc ;  but  spirits  themselves 
are  useless,  when  one  has  not  flie  same  people  to  laugh  with  one  as 
formerly.  I  have  no  joy  in  new  acquaintance,  because  I  can  have 
no  confidence  in  them.  Experience  and  time  draw  a  line  between 
older  persons  and  younger,  which  is  never  to  be  passed  with  satia- 
&ction ;  and  though  tiie  whole  bent  of  my  mind  was  formed  for 
youth,  fortunately  I  know  the  ridicule  of  kiting  it  last  too  bng^  and 
had  rather  act  a  part  unnatural  to  me,  than  a  fixdish  one.  I  don't 
love  acting  a  part  at  all — if  I  grow  very  tired  of  it  I  will  return 
hither,  and  vary  the  scene ;  this  country  is  more  &vourable  to  latter 
age  than  England,  and  what  a  foreigner  does  is  of  no  consequence 
anywhere.  Adieu !  my  dear  Envoy  I  My  letters  lately  seem  very 
gravCi  but  analyse  them,  you  will  &id  them  very  foolislu 

DeeembetltL 

I  received  your  letter  of  ibe  14th.  Upon  my  word  our  corres- 
pondence mardies  sedately  I  What  do  they  do  with  our  letters? 
They  are  not  grown  more  important  than  ^ey  used  to  be.  Good 
postmasters,  secretaries  of  state,  or  whoever  you  are,  seal  this  letter 
again  quickly,  and  send  it  on.  You  shall  detain  my  next  as  long  as 
you  please.  If  your  curiosity  is  not  satisfied  with  reading  the  trifles 
I  have  written  to  Sir  Horace  for  four-and*tw^ity  years,  I  have 
nothing  to  say :  you  do  me  too  much  honour,  and  I  hope  you  will 
be  repaid  by  four-and-twenty  years  more  (I  mean  if  Sir  Horace  and 
I  donH  meet  sooner),  I  promise  you  I  will  continue  writing  to  him — 
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fsa  ycixa  sattB&ction.  WeU,  my  dear  Sir,  yoa  are  Envoy,  and  I  liope 
vill  be  delighted  with  all  Qi«e  Anstiian  etiqoettee  and  ceremonies — 
I  should  be  siok  enough  of  them  to  send  back  my  oredflntialA 
unopened.  Yoa  hare  enjoyed  all  the  benefits  hitherto  of  a  Court 
life,  withoul  a  Oonrt :  gnre  ttie  hnak  vas  preferable  to  the  kemeL 


loss.    TO  GBOSQB  SBLWTN. 
DUK  Gmhb  :  Parit,  Dte.  8,  iru. 

Ik  retnm  fi>r  your  lind  line  by  Ifr.  Beaoderk '  I  send  yoa  a 
vhole  letter,  but  I  vas  in  your  debt  be£>re,  for  making  over  Madame 
dn  De&nd  to  me,  who  is  delicions ;  that  is,  aa  often  aa  I  oan  get 
her  fi%  years  back ;  bat  she  is  as  eager  about  what  happens  ereiy 
day  as  I  am  aboat  the  last  oentnry.  I  sop  there  twice  a  week,  ai^ 
bear  all  her  doU  company  for  the  sake  of  the  Bc^ent'  I  might  go 
to  her  mooh  oftener,  bat  my  cariosity  to  aee  every  body  and  every 
thing  is  insatiable,  especially  having  lost  so  much  time  by  my  con- 
finement. I  have  been  very  Ql  a  long  time,  and  mending  mnoh 
longer,  for  every  two  days  undo  the  ground  I  get.  The  fo^  and 
damps,  which,  with  yonr  leave,  are  greater  and  more  freqaent  than 
in  Ikigland,  kill  mo.  However,  it  is  the  ooontry  in  the  world  to  be 
sick  and  grow  old  in.  The  first  st^  towards  being  in  bshion  is  to 
loee  an  eye  or  a  tooth.  Tonng  people  I  oonclude  there  are,  bat 
■whsn  they  exist  I  don't  goess :  not  that  I  oomidain ;  it  is  nbarming 
to  totter  into  vc^e.  If  I  ooald  bat  ran  aboat  all  the  morning,  I 
should  be  content  to  limp  into  good  company  in  the  evening,  lley 
homoor  me  and  fondle  me  so,  and  are  so  good-natored,  and  make 
me  kee^  my  armed-ohBir,  and  rise  for  nobody,  and  hand  out  nobody, 
and  don't  staie  at  one's  being  a  skeleton,  that  I  grow  to  like  them 
exceedingly,  and  to  be  pleased  with  living  here,  which  was  tax  from 
the  case  at  first :  but  then  there  was  no  sool  in  Paris  bat  philoso- 
phers, wh<Hn  I  wished  in  heaven,  though  tb^  do  not  wish  themselves 
so.    Hiey  are  so  overbearing  and  so  underbred  I 

Your  old  flame,  the  Qaeen,  was  exceedingly  kind  to  me  at  my 
presentation.  She  has  beoi  ever  sbce  at  Fontainbleau,  watching 
her  son,  whose  death  is  expected  every  day,  ttiough  it  is  as  maoh  the 
foahion  not  to  own  it,  as  if  he  was  of  the  immortal  Hoase  of  Bnms- 
wick.    Madame  GlecdErin  is  extremely  what  I  had  figured  her,  only 

I  ITc^htm  BtandsA,  Johnioii'i  BMBclei^  Baa*sU'i  Biaaahtt. — OumnvsHAN. 
)  Uftdunedn  Deffuid  hftd  b«en  the  miUreH  of  the  bmou  B«geikt-Dake  ol  Oil«ftB& 

[Bm  p.  ISGI—Jmb. 
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lesB  wit  and  more  sense  than  I  expected.  Tlie  Dudbcn 
d'Aignillon  is  deUghtful,  frank,  and  jolly,  and  handsome  and  good- 
hmnonied,  with  dignity  too.  There  is  another  set  in  which  I  live 
mnoh,  and  to  my  taste,  but  very  different  from  all  I  hare  named, 
Madame  de  Bochfort,  and  the  set  at  the  Lnxembouig.  My  newest 
acquaintance  is  Monsieur  de  Maurepas,  with  whom  I  am  much 
taken,  though  his  countenance  and  person  are  so  like  the  late  Lord 
Haidwicke.  From  the  little  I  have  seen  of  him,  we  have  reason,  I 
betieve,  to  thank  Madame  de  Pompadour  for  his  disgrace.  At 
the  Marquis  de  Brancas'  I  dined  with  Hie  Duke  de  Brissao,  in 
his  red  stockings :  in  short,  I  think  my  winter  will  be  veiy  well 
amused,  whether  Mr.  Gbrrick  and  Mr.  Fltt  act  or  not 

Pray  tell  Lord  Holland,  tibat  I  haye  sent  him  the  few  new  things 
that  I  thought  would  entertain  him  for  a  moment,  Aough  none  of 
them  haye  much  merit.  I  would  haye  written  to  him,  had  I  had 
anything  to  tell  him ;  which,  you  perceiye  by  what  I  haye  said,  I 
had  not  The  afGEur  of  the  Parliament  of  Br^tagne,  and  the  intended 
trial  of  the  famous  Mens,  de  la  Ghalotais  by  eammimonf  against 
which  the  Parliament  of  Paris  strongly  inyeighs,  is  the  great  subject 
in  agitation ;  but  I  know  little  of  the  matter,  and  was  too  side  of 
our  own  Parliaments  to  interest  myself  about  these.  The  Hdtel  de 
Oamayalet  sends  its  blessings  to  you.  I  neyer  pass  it  without  saying 
an  Aye  Maria  de  Babutm-Chantal,  gratiA  plena !  The  Abb4  de 
Malherbe  has  giyen  orders  that  I  should  see  Liyrywfaeneyer  I  please. 
Pray  tell  me  which  conyent  was  that  of  noi  8a^  de  Samte  Marie, 
where  our  friend*  used  to  go  on  the eyening  that  Madame  deGhrignan 
set  out  for  Proyence  ? 

My  best  compliments  to  Mr.  Williams :  has  Lord  Rockingham 
done  anything  for  him  yet  P  or  has  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  his  old 
power  o!  dispensing  with  promises  P  I  sent  my  Lady  Townshend, 
as  long  ago  as  by  Lady  Hertford,  two  silyer  kniyes  whidi  she  desired* 
but  cannot  hear  by  any  way  that  she  receiyed  them.  I  could  ask 
twenty  other  questions ;  but  some  I  had  better  not  ask,  and  the  rest 
I  should  not  care  whether  they  were  answered  or  not  We  haye 
S¥rarms  of  English ;  but  most  of  them  know  not  Joseph,  and  Joseph 
does  not  desire  to  know  them.    I  liye  with  none  of  them  but  Craw- 

>  HAdime  de  Grignan  waa  tlie  daughter  to  whom  Madame  de  S^rlgntf'i  ^^*m!ng 
letten  were  addzetaed.  hWty,  ritaated  in  the  FOret  de  Bondi,  about  three  leaguea 
from  Paria,  was  freqnentlj  the  reddenoe  of  Madame  de  S6Yigii<,  and  the  plaee  from 
whenee  lereral  of  her  letten  were  addrened.  lArry  ia  described  bj  Walpole  in  a  letter 
to  Moataga  of  April  Z,  176S.— CuiviMaHAX. 
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ford  and  Lord  Ossoiy,  the  latter  of  wlioia  I  am  extremely  aony  is 
TwtaiTmng  to  Sufflaiid.  X  Teoommend  ^^"i  to  Mr.  TTil Haunt  gg  one 
of  the  properest  and  most  amiable  young  men  I  ever  knew. 

I  b^  yonr  pardon,  my  dear  or,  for  this  idle  letter ;  yet  iaa't  let 
it  lie  in  yoor  work-boaket  When  yon  have  a  quarter  of  an  boor 
awake^  and  to  spare,  I  irish  yon  Tould  bestow  it  on  me.  Then  are 
no  aooh  things  as  tont-nutt  here  to  send  yoa,  and  I  oannot  h<^ 
that  yoa  will  send  me  yonr  own.  Next  to  Hiem,  I  shoold  like 
Charles  Townshend's,  bat  I  don't  dedre  Betty's.' 

I  forgot  to  tell  yoa  that  I  sometimee  go  to  Baron  d'Olbaoh's ;  hot  I 
hare  left  off  his  dinners,  as  fiiere  was  no  bearing  the  aathom,  and 
phitoflophen,  and  saranls,  of  whidb  he  has  a  pigeon-honse  fall. 
They  sooa  tamed  my  head  with  a  new  system  of  antedihiTiBn 
deluges,  which  they  have  invented  to  prove  the  eternity  of  matter. 
The  Baron  is  persaaded  that  Fall  Mall  is  paved  with  lava  or  delage 
fltonea.  In  short,  nonsense  for  ncmeense,  I  like  the  Jeenits  better 
than  the  philoBophers.  Were  ever  two  men  so  like  in  their  persons, 
or  so  onl^  in  their  di^KisitionB,  as  Dr.  Qem  and  Brand  P  Almost 
the  first  time  I  ever  saw  Qem,  he  said  to  me,  "  Sir,  I  am  serions,  I 
am  of  a  very  serioas  torn  I  "  Tes,  truly  I  Say  a  great  deal  for  me 
to  Lord  March,  and  to  the  Bena's  dogs  foiy^  Amri^  The  cdd 
President  [Henaoh]  woald  send  his  ccmipliments  to  yon,  if  he 
remembered  yoa  or  anything  dse. 

Whai  we  three  meet  again  at  Strawberry,  I  tliink  I  shall  be  able 
at  least  to  divert  Mr.  Williams ;  bat  till  then  yoa  mast  ke^  my 
oonnseL  Madame  da  Be&nd  says  I  have  h  /im  moequer,  and  I 
have  not  hart  myself  a  little  by  laiighing  at  vMtk  and  Biehardson, 
thoa^  I  have  steered  clear  of  the  chaptw  of  Mr.  Home ;  the  only 
Trinity  now  in  fashion  here.  A  propoi,  I  see  I7  the  papers  that  the 
Bishop  of  Lcmdon  [Terrick]  is  sappressing  mass-hoases.  When  he 
was  Bishop  of  Peterboroagh  and  Parson  of  Twickenham,  he  saffered 
(me  nnder  his  nose.  Did  the  Dnohees  of  Norfolk  get  him  translated 
to  London  P  I  should  oonolade  so ;  and  ^t  this  was  the  first 
opportanity  he  had  <^  being  ongratefdL  Adien  I  my  dear  sir,  yoon 
most  nno^y, 

HOBACB    WaLPOLB. 

*  That  i%  nd  M  m  vttand  in  BaUr't  friIUIwp  U  St.  Janw'i  Stiwi  Vtr  BMIr, 
taa  voL  ii.  f.  31S.— CantHHUL 
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1039.    TO  THE  HOH.  H.  EL  COITWAT. 


p<mi»,Dec.  Swires. 

I  HATB  not  abore  a  note's  worth  to  say ;  but  as  Lord  Ossory  s^s 
oat  to-mDiTow,  I  jiut  aeod  yon  a  lm&  The  Daophin,  if  he  is  stni 
alive,  whidh  some  folks  donbt,  is  kept  so  only  by  cordials  ;  thongli 
the  Bishop  of  Qlandere  has  assured  the  Queen,  Qiat  he  had  God's 
own  word  for  his  reoorery,  which  she  still  bdieree,  whether  "hex  son 
is  dead  or  not 

The  Kmonstnaioe  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  on  the  dissolntion 
of  tiiat  of  Bretagce,  is  very  decent ;  tliey  are  to  have  an  Badience 
next  week.  They  do  not  tonoh  on  Ohalotais,  beoanse  tiie  aocnsatioQ 
against  him  is  for  treason.  What  do  yon  think  that  tzeastm  is  P  A 
eorreepondenoe  with  Mr.  Pitt,  to  whom  he  is  made  to  say,  that 
"  Bemiea  is  nearer  to  London  than  Paris."  It  is  now  bdiered  that 
the  anonymoos  letters,  supposed  to  be  written  by  Chalotais,  were 
folded  by  a  Jesuit — those  to  Mr.  Pitt  oonld  not  hare  eren  so  good 
an  anthor. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  ia  still  at  Aubign£ : '  I  wonder  he  stays, 
for  it  is  the  hardest  &oet  uUtc.  3Cr.  Hume  does  not  go  to  Ireland ; 
where  yonr  brother  finds  he  would  by  no  means  be  welcome.*  I 
have  a  notion  he  will  stay  here  tOl  yonr  brother's  retam. 

The  Due  de  Prasliu,  it  is  said,  will  retire  at  Christmas.  As  La 
B(,rde,  the  great  banker  of  the  Court,  is  trying  to  retire  too,  my 
oousin  [Thomas  Walpole],  who  is  much  connected  with  La  Boide, 
suspects  that  Ohoiseul  is  not  vray  firm  himself. 

I  have  supped  with  Monsienr  de  Maurepas,  and  another  night 
with  Maiahal  Biohehen :  the  first  is  ^ctremely  agreeable  and 
Miuible ;  and,  I  am  glad,  not  mii*i»ier.  The  other  is  an  old  piece 
of  tawdry,  worn  out,  bnt  endeaTOoring  to  brush  itself  up ;  and  put 
me  in  mind  of  Lord  Chosterfield,  for  they  laugh  be&re  (bey  know 
what  he  has  said — and  are  in  the  ri^t,  for  I  think  they  would  not 
laugh  afterwards. 

I  sent  I«dy  Ailesbury  the  words  and  music  of  the  prettiest  opera 
comique  in  the  world.  I  wish  I  oould  send  her  the  actors  too. 
Adieu! 

'  Ha  naDnkeof  ADbignCinPniicB,»crMtionofLaiiiBXIV.  labvodrofLoolN 
da  QneMuille,  the  Fnocli  mlitraM  of  Chulet  IL — CoaRwaBAK. 

'  1  lik*a  In  mj  pooMMdoii  tha  letter  which  I^dj  Hertfbid  wrote  te  Hdum  to  indu* 
him  not  te  BO  to  InlMiil ;  the  cUrf  tople  U  th*  prsjndko  aniiut  him  h  both  a  m» 
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Lord  Ossoiy  pnt  off  his  jonmey ;  vhioh  stopped  tim  letter,  scd 
it  will  nov  go  by  Mr.  Andrew  Staart.' 

The  &oe  of  dungs  is  ohanged  here ;  vhioh  I  am  impatient  to  tell 
yon,  iJiat  yon  may  see  it  is  iraih,  not  system,  iriiioh  I  pique  myself 
on  sending  yon.  The  vigonr  of  the  Oonrt  has  {dg^tmed  the  Par- 
Uamenta.  That  (^  Paa  has  submitted.  The  prooarean,  &o.  of 
Bennee,  who,  it  was  said,  Tonld  not  plead  before  Hie  new  oommiasion, 
were  told,  that  if  they  did  not  plead  the  next  day  they  should  be 
hanged  without  a  triaL    TSo  bribe  erer  operated  fitster  I 

I  heard  t'other  day,  tliat  some  Spanish  minister,  I  forget  his 
name,  being  dead,  Sqnillaoe  would  take  his  department,  and  Chimaldi 
have  that  of  the  West  Indies.  He  ia  tiie  wont  that  ooold  have  it, 
as  we  have  no  greater  enemy. 

The  Dn^>hin  is  oertainly  alire,  bat  in  tiie  most  ahooking  way 
posfable ;  his  bones  wom  through  his  skin,  a  great  sweUing  behmd, 
and  HO  relaxed,  that  his  intertines  appear  from  QuA  part;  and 
yesterday  the  mortification  was  suspected. 

I  hare  reoeiTed  a  long  letter  from  Lady  Ailesbnry,  for  which  I 
give  her  a  thousand  thanks ;  and  wonid  answer  it  directly,  if  I  had 
not  told  yon  ererything  I  know.  The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Bioh- 
mond  are,  I  hear,  at  Fontainbleaa :  the  moment  they  return,  I  will 
give  the  Duchess  Lady  Aileshnry's  oonunission. 


USO.    TO  THB  0Oinn!B88  OF  SUFFOLK. 
Havah:  Parit,Dee.t,17IH;  btadomnotitltMttiaAenA. 

Miss  HoTHAH  need  not  be  in  pain  for  what  to  say  when  she 
gives  me  an  account  of  jrour  ladyship ;  which  is  all  the  trouble  I 
bought  of  giving  her.  If  ^  oould  make  those  accounts  mora 
bvoorable,  I  should  be  better  pleased;  but  I  know  what  an 
nntractable  bmte  the  gout  is,  and  the  joy  it  takes  in  plaguing 
everybody  that  is  connected  wi£h  it.  We  have  the  sharpest  frost 
here  that  ever  lived ;  it  has  done  me  great  good ;  and,  if  it  has  the 
same  effect  ou  your  ladyship,  I  hope  yon  are  starred  to  death. 
Since  Paris  has  begun  to  fill  in  spite  of  Fontainbleau,  I  am  much 
reconciled  to  it,  and.  have  seen  several  people  I  like.  I  am  esta- 
blished in  two  or  Ihree  societies,  where  I  sup  every  night ;  though 
I  have  still  resisted  whist^  and  am  more  constant  to  my  old  flame 

'  Loid  llMufield'i  uhiffoidrt  In  tha  Donglu  ouue. — Onmnwaaxu, 
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loo  dtuing  its  absenoe  than  I  doubt  I  haye  been  to  my  oflierpanoD& 
There  IB  a  yonngOomteesed'Egmant,  daughter  of  Marahal  Bicheliett, 
00  pretty  and  pleasixig»  that,  if  I  thought  it  would  break  anybody's 
heart  in  Engtand,  I  would  be  in  lore  with  hat.  Nay,  Madanij  I 
might  be  so  within  all  rules  here.  I  am  tweniy  years  on  the  light 
side  of  red-heelsy  which  her  hiStuBt  wears  stQl,  and  he  has  stiU  a 
wrinkle  to  oome  before  he  leaves  them  oK 

The  Dauphin  is  still  alive,  but  kept  so  only  by  cordials.  Yet  tibe 
Queen  and  Dauphineas  have  no  doubt  of  his  recoTeiy,  having  tihe 
Bishop  of  Glandeve*s  word  for  it»  who  got  a  promise  from  a  vision 
under  his  own  hand  and  seaL  The  Dauphin  has  certainly  behaved 
with  great  courage  and  iranquillity»  but  he  is  so  touched  with  the 
tenderness  and  attention  of  Us  ftmily,  that  he  now  expresses  a  wish 
to  live. 

If  there  is  no  talk  in  England  of  polities  and  pailiamentB,  I  can 
send  your  ladyship  as  much  as  you  please  from  hence ;  or  if  you 
want  English  theinselves»  I  can  send  you  about  fifty  head ;  and  I 
assure  you  we  shall  still  be  well  stocked.  Iliere  were  three  card- 
tables  full  of  lords,  ladies,  gentlenien,  and  gentlewomen,  the  oflier 
night  at  Lady  Berkeley'& 


1C81.    TO  THB  RtOHT  HOK.  LADT  HKRYBT. 

PeariM,  Jmu  %  176S. 

When  I  came  to  Paris,  Madam,  I  did  not  know  that  by  New- 
year^s-day  I  should  find  myself  in  Siberia;  at  least  as  cold.  ISiere 
have  not  been  two  good  days  togeiher  since  the  middle  of  October ; 
however,  I  do  not  complain,  as  I  am  both  wdl  and  well  pleased* 
though  I  wish  for  a  little  of  your  sultry  English  weather,  all  French 
as  I  am.  I  have  entirely  left  off  dinners,  and  lead  the  life  I  always 
liked,  of  lying  late  in  bed,  and  sitting  up  late.  I  am  told  of  nothing 
but  how  contradictory  this  is  to  your  ladyship's  orders ;  but  as  I 
shall  have  dull  dinners  and  triste  evenings  enough  when  I  return 
tp  Eng^d,  an  your  kindness  cannot  persuade  me  to  sacrifice  my 
pleasures  here,  too.  Many  of  my  opinions  are  fimtastic ;  perhaps 
this  is  one,  that  nothing  produces  gout  like  dmng  anything  one 
disUkes.  I  believe  the  gou^  like  a  near  relation,  always  vidte  one 
when  one  has  some  other  plague.  Your  ladyship's  dependence  on 
the  waters  of  Sunning-hill  is,  I  hope,  better  founded ;  but  in  the 
mean  time  my  system  is  fuU  as  pleasant 


i;«.J  TO  THB  EIQHT  HON.  LAST  HBBVXT.  US 

Haduoe  d'Aignillon'B  pNidness  to  me  does  not  abate,  nor  Madame 
Geoffiin's.  I  have  seen  bat  little  of  Madame  d'Egmont,  who  seems 
very  good,  and  is  nuTersaUy  in  esteem.  She  is  now  in  great 
affliction,  hanng  lost  suddenly  Honsicor  Fignatdli,  the  minister  at 
Parma,  vbom  she  bred  vp,  and  vhom  she  and  her  family  had 
generously  destined  for  her  grand-daughter,  an  immense  heiress. 
It  VBs  very  delioate  and  tonohing  what  Mm)*""^  d'f^mont  said  to 
her  daughtei-in-law  on  this  occafflon  : — "  Tons  Toyez,  ma  chdre, 
oombien  j'aime  mea  onfims  d'adoption  I "  This  daughter-in-law  is 
delightfully  pretty,  and  (nvil,  and  gay,  and  oonversable,  though  not 
a  regular  beauty  like  Madame  de  M onaoa 

The  bitterness  of  the  &ost  deters  me.  Madam,  from  all  mghts ; 
I  console  myself  with  good  company,  and  still  more,  with  being 
absent  from  bad.  Negatire  as  this  satas&etion  is,  it  is  inorediUy 
great^  to  live  in  a  town  like  this,  and  to  be  sue  eveiy  day  of  not 
meeting  one  face  one  hatesl  I  soaroe  knov  a  positiTe  pleasure 
equal  to  ib 

Your  ladyship  and  Lord  Holland  shall  laugh  at  me  as  much  aa 
yon  please  for  my  dread  of  being  thought  charming;  yet  I  shall  not 
deny  my  panic,  ss  surely  nothing  is  so  formidable  as  to  have  <me's 
limbs  on  onitohee  end  one's  understanding  in  leading-strings.  The 
Prince  of  Conti  laughed  at  me  t'other  day  on  the  same  aoooont  Z 
was  Gompluning  to  the  old  blind  charming  Madame  da  Defied, 
that  she  preferred  Mr.  Crawford  to  me :  "  What,"  said  the  Prince, 
"  does  not  she  love  you  P  "  "  No,  Sir,"  I  replied,  "  she  likes  me 
ao  better  than  if  she  had  seen  me." 

Mr.  Hume  carries  this  letter  and  Bousseau  to  England.  I  wish 
the  former  may  not  repent  having  engaged  with  the  latter,  who 
oontradiota  and  quarrels  with  aU  mankiad,  in  order  to  obtain  their 
admiration.  I  tfijiit  both  Tiia  memiB  and  hia  eoi  below  such  a 
genius.  If  I  had  talents  like  his,  I  should  despise  any  suffice 
below  my  own  standard,  and  should  blush  to  owe  any  part  of  my 
fgjoe  to  fflugnluities  and  affectations.  Bat  great  parts  seem  Itka 
high  towers  erected  on  high  mountains,  the  more  exposed  to  every 
wind,  and  readier  to  tumble.  Charles  Townshend  is  blown  round 
the  oompass ;  Rousseau  insists  that  the  north  and  sonth  blow  at  the 
same  time;  and  Yoltaire  demolishes  the  Bible  to  erect  iatalism 
in  its  stead : — so  compatible  are  the  greatest  abilities  and  greatest 
■bsorditiesl 

Madame  d'Aiguillon  gave  me  the  enclosed  letter  for  yoor  lady- 
ship.    I  wish  I  had  anything  else  to  send  you ;  but  there  are  no 
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new  books,  and  the  Theatres  are  shot  up  for  the  Dauphin's  death; 
who»  I  belieyei  is  the  greatest  loss  they  have  had  since  Hany  lY. 


1088.    TO  SIB  HOBAOS  MANN. 

xTWu^  imMs  9f  17vSb 

The  posty  my  dear  Sir,  is  as  yezatioiis  as  possible,  and  denies  me 
fitYOUis  that  eyen  a  Ministry  grants.  I  had  set  my  lieart  on  being 
the  first  to  announce  your  Envoyship  to  you.  Lord  Cowper's  servant^ 
I  find,  used  me  as  ill  as  if  he  were  a  post-master  too,  slipping  through 
Paris  with  Mr.  Conwajr's  letter,  without  calling  on  me,  and  giving 
me  the  chanoe  of  your  opening  mine  fiirsL  Well  I  all  this  is  yery 
selfish,  and  I  ought  to  be  content  with  your  having  it,  and  knowing 
it  any  how. 

For  the  riband  I  know  not  what  to  say,  as  I  have  not  heard  a 
syllable  about  ii  Favours  generally  beget  fiEivours,  for  courts  and 
fortune  love  fiaoes  they  are  used  to.  I  will  not  answer  in  your  case. 
It  would  be  cheapest  to  me  to  persuade  you  not  to  care;  but  I  see 
you  make  a  sad  pupil  for  a  philosopher.  I  am  at  least  so  much  of  a 
philosopher,  that  I  could  never  solicit  a  plaything  for  you  with  the 
same  earnestness  that  I  begged  a  reality.  ParUy  you  know  my 
reasons  for  not  caring  to  ask  at  all.  Out  of  friendship  to  you,  my 
dear  Sir,  I  broke  through  all  my  resolutions ;  but  without  entering 
into  them  farther,  ask  yourself  if  it  can  be  easy  for  me,  in  any  light* 
to  sue  for  fSBivours,  when  I  have  even  left  my  country,  my  friends, 
and  a  triumphant  party,  to  break  abruptly  from  all  political  conneo- 
tionsP  As  you  seemed  to  value  the  Bed  Biband,  I  did  press  for  it 
for  you  with  more  warmth  than  I  thought  such  nonsense  deserved. 
Oonsider,  I  was  behind  the  scenes  when  my  fietther  revived  that 
pageant;  I  knew  it  was  a  succedaneum  to  Bank  bills,  and  I  was 
astonished  ^en  my  brother  *  accepted  it,  even  after  it  had  fiJIen 
much  below  par.  If  I  have  any  credit  remaining  in  the  Bank,  it 
will  operate  in  your  fiivour ;  that  is,  if  any  friend  you  have  made 
abroad,  would  renew  the  application,  Ihe  memory  of  my  request 
perhaps  would  second  it  What  think  you  of  Tommy  Felham !  * 
He  used  to  profess  much  to  yoiu 

'  Sir  Bdwud,  aaoond  ion  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  was  made  knight  of  the  Bath  after 
hli  &ther^i  death.  Bobert»  the  eideet^  reoeiTed  the  red  riband  along  with  hie  fiUher 
at  the  reetitntion  of  the  order  in  172fi. — WALvofci.    See  toL  L  p.  odr.— CuraxieHix. 

*  Thomaa,  afterwards  created  Lord  Pelham.— WALfou.  Afkerwardi  (1801)  Earl  oC 
Chichester,  died  1806.— Cvivziroiuic. 


t 
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I  oalled  ihe  Ministry  triiimpliaiit :  fhey  are  so  beyond  iheiff 
warmert  ezpeotation.  In  fhe  House  of  Lords^  which  the  Oppoeition 
had  chosen  as  the  field  of  certain  victory,  the  Ministers  were  four- 
score to  twenty-four.  In  the  Oommons  the  defeat  was  still  more 
disgracefuL  Gheorge  Grenyille,  who  on  the  first  day  opposed  the 
Address,  was  forced  to  retract,  and  it  passed  without  a  negatiye.  On 
the  fourth  and  last  of  ^t  brief  sessioui  though  he  had  managed  a 

t  surprise,  and  though  there  was  not  a  mimster  in  the  House,  their 

re-elections  not  being  oyer,  he  was  beaten  by  70  to  35 ;  a  victory 

i:  without  generals  I    In  short,  no  disgraced  Ministers  ever  fell  so  low 

and  so  totally  as  the  present. 

Yenal  and  fiEdse  as  Parliaments  are,  and  no  Parliament  ever  ex- 
ceeded the  present  in  both  respects,  it  would  not  account  for  this 
total  abandonment  of  the  late  Ministers,  if  universal  odium  did  not 
concur.  Much  good  may  it  do  the  Parliament,  which  supported 
them  so  roundly  but  last  year  I  The  whole  party  is  shrunk  to  the 
Bedford  fisustion,  for  Lord  Temple,  who  has  joined  his  brother  Geoi^, 
seems  to  have  carried  nothing;  with  him  but  the  contempt  of  the 
nation.  Mr.  Pitt,  as  Milton  says  of  the  moon,  remains  in  ehuded 
majesty  aloof ;  is  said  to  favour  the  Ministry,  and  is  certainly  hostOe 
to  the  Opposition.  This  is  the  summary  of  Engh'sh  politics.  When 
the  House  meets  on  the  14th,  I  do  not  imagine  the  Ministeis 
will  be  less  strong  than  before  the  holidays ;  for  the  thinness  of  both 
Houses  indicates  how  many  were  waiting  the  event ;  and  they,  good 
folks,  will  hardly  resort  into  a  beaten  camp.  Teased  no  doubt  the 
Mroisters  will  be,  for  Lord  Temple  cannot  refiraan  from  mischief,  or 
Sandwich  from  tricks ;  and  Grenville,  rather  than  not  talk,  would 
harangue,  if  there  were  not  one  man  in  the  house  on  his  side.  To 
silence  him  would  require  an  Algerine  ministry^  who  would  begin 
with  cutting  out  his  tongue. 

Tbe  King's  youngest  brother.  Prince  Frederick,  is  dead,  of  a 
dropsy  and  consumption :  he  was  a  pretty  and  promising  boy.  The 
vacant  garters  are  given  to  the  I^ce  of  Wales,  the  Hereditaiy 
Prince,  and  Lord  Albemarle.  The  numbers  of  the  Boyal  Family 
and  of  foreign  princes  connected  with  them  who  have  the  garter,  wiU 
make  it  an  extraordinary  curiosity  on  an  Eugb'sh  breast.  If  you 
obtain  the  Bed,  pray  don't  think  of  exchanging  it  for  the  Blue. 
To  be  serious,  let  your  new  credentials  arrive  and  be  fixed  Envoy. 
Mitchell,  I  see,  has  got  one  Bed  Biband ;  and  Draper  I  suppose  w^ 
have  the  other.  On  a  new  vacancy  you  may  get  the  Duke  of  York 
to  renew  his  application  for  you.    As  he  will  not  probably  obtain 
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many  tBLtoxoB,  they  may  now  and  flien  be  wfllmg  to  hash  Um  inth 
a  Bed  Biband  lor  a  frknd,  and  lie  ivill  like  that  yon  abonld  owe  it 
to  him  rather  than  to  a  priraie  person.  When  yon  are  fiim  in  your 
seat  of  Envoy,  what  if  yon  wrote  to  his  Boyal  ffighnesH,  that  yon 
wocddnot  trouble  him  on  the  Envoy,  bnt  hoped  to  be  indebted  to  his 
protection  for  what  he  had  so  graek>nflly  engaged  to  undertake.  Ihis 
I  should  think  would  pique  him,  if  he  sees  the  Bath  bestowed  con- 
trary to  his  soUoitation.  Consider  this  advioe^  and  aet  as  you  find  it 
reasonable  or  not  You  are  a  very  boy,  but  I  cannot  help  humour- 
ii^;  you  a  little.    Good  nig^t 

P.S.  I  guessed  light;  the  papers  which  are  just  come  in^sqrfluit 
Draper'  has  the  Bed  Bfliand* 


loss.   90  JOHN  OHUTE,  B8Q. 

Parti,  Jam,  ITM. 

It  is  in  vain,  I  know,  my  dear  Sir,  to  scold  you,  thou^  I  havs 
such  a  mind  to  it — nay,  I  must  Yes,  you  that  will  not  lie  a  nig^t 
at  Strawberry  in  autuznn  for  fear  of  Ihe  gout,  to  stay  in  the  country 
till  thiB  time,  and  till  you  caught  it  I  I  know  you  will  tell  me,  it 
did  not  come  till  you  had  been  two  days  in  town*  Do,  and  I  shall 
have  no  more  pity  for  you  than  if  I  was  your  wif(^  and  had  wanted 
to  come  to  town  two  months  ago. 

I  am  perfectly  well,  though  to  be  sure  Lapland  is  the  torrid  aone 
in  comparison  of  Paris.  We  have  had  such  a  firost  for  this  fort* 
night,  fliati  went  nine  miles  to  dine  in  the  country  to-day,  in  a  viUa 
exactly  like  a  green-house,  except  that  there  was  no  fire  but  in  one 
room.  We  were  four  in  a  coach,  and  aU  our  chinks  stopped  wiUi 
fiirs,  and  yet  aU  the  glasses  were  fipozen.  We  dined  in  a  paved  hall 
painted  in  fresco,  with  a  fountain  at  one  end ;  for  in  tUs  country 
they  live  in  perpetual  opera,  and  persist  in  being  young  when  they 
are  old,  and  hot  when  ^ey  are  frozen.  At  the  end  of  the  hall  sat 
shivering  three  glorious  maccaws,  a  vast  cockatoo,  and  two  poor 
parroquets,  who  squalled  like  the  Children  in  the  Wood  after  dieir 
nursery-fire  I  I  am  cume  home,  and  blowing  my  billets  between 
every  paragraph,  yet  can  scarce  move  my  fingers.    However,  I 

*  Sir  WUIiain  Draper,  mvch  known  by  Ui  oonqnflsi  ■!  ICanlUa ;  by  Ui  eonftroYcnj 
with  the  Mtbor  of  the  Letters  of  Jnniiia ;  and  by  Us  aocmatJoa  of  Genenl  M viv  on 
tbe  seeond  loes  of  Minorca  in  1762. — Walpou, 
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miut  be  dnand  presaafly,  wid  go  to  thi  Oomteeie  de  k  TAatdie,' 
■who  has  appointed  nine  at  ii%Iit  for  my  andienoe.  It  aeenu  a  little 
odd  to  Tia  to  be  preeented  to  a  prinoeBB  of  the  blood  at  ttiat  honr — 
but  I  told  yoa,  there  is  not  a  tittle  in  which  oar  mannen  resemble 
one  anoduor.  I  was  presented  to  her  &ther-in-law  the  Prince  of 
Conti  last  Friday.  Li  the  middle  of  the  levi«  entered  a  young 
woman,  too  plain  I  thong^t  to  be  anything  bat  his  near  relation.  I 
was  confirmed  in  my  opinion,  by  seeing  her,  after  he  had  talked  to 
her,  go  ronnd  the  oirole  and  do  the  honoon  of  it  I  asked  a  gentle- 
man near  me  if  tiiat  was  Hie  Comtease  de  la  Marohe  f  He  borst 
into  a  Tiolent  laughter,  and  tiien  told  me  it  was  Mademoiselle 
Angnste,  a  dancer  I — ^Now,  who  was  in  ttie  wnngf 

I  give  you  these  samples  (tf  many  soenee  that  have  amosed  me^ 
and  which  wiU  be  charming  food  at  Strawberry.  At  the  same  time 
thai  I  see  all  iheai  ridiooles,  tiiere  is  a  douceur  in  tlie  sooiaty  of  the 
w<Hnen  of  fashion  that  o^itiTatea  me.  I  like  Hm  way  of  life,  flioiig)i 
not  Hvely ;  though  the  men  are  posts,  and  apt  to  be  arrogant,  and 
though  there  are  twenty  ingredients  wanting  to  make  the  style  per- 
fect. I  have  totally  washed  my  hands  of  tiiedr  aatxma  and  philoso- 
phers, and  do  not  even  envy  you  BonsseaB,  who  has  all  the  eharla- 
tanerie  of  Count  St.  Germain '  to  make  himself  singular  and  talked 
oL  I  suppose  Mrs.  Montagu,  my  Lord  Lyttelton,  and  a  certain 
lady  friend  of  mine  [Lady  Herr^],  will  be  in  raptures  with  him, 
espeoiaUy  as  oondncted  by  Hr.  Hume.  But,  howerer  I  admire  his 
puts,  neither  he  nor  any  Geniut  I  have  known  has  had  omnmon 
sense  enou{^  to  balance  the  impertinenoe  of  their  pretensions.  Th^ 
hate  priests,  bat  lore  dearly  to  have  an  altar  at  their  feet ;  for  whu^ 
reason  it  is  mooh  pleasanter  to  read  them  than  to  know  them. 
Adieal  my  dear  Sri 

lids  has  been  writ  tiiis  week,  and  waiting  for  a  omveyance,  and 
as  yet  has  got  none.    Favre  tells  me  yon  are  reooTered,  but  yoa  don't 

>  Ia  Coait«M«  de  U  Hucha,  a  Frinowi  of  Modeaa,  mwried  to  the  aalj  am  ot  tha 
PiloMde  OonU.  Le  Oomta  da  Im  lUrehemKhoonlr  onaof  tbe  Fraachprincwof 
tha  bkwd  wbo  BAlfoimlr  cided  with  the  Conrt  in  the  dlqmtw  wltli  the  Fariiunant  of 


■  Tlta  Comta  d«  Bt.  Oanuiii  bad  acquired  ■  oondderablg  mlUUr;  reputation  in 
?iMce  bj  Ua  oNtdnot  at  Ooibach  in  1T40 ;  wlian  ba  oomnundad  tlia  leaana,  and 
MTad  tba  arm;  bj  (upporting  tlia  n«r«nard  and  allowinc  the  wlwta  bodj  to  ratlra 
ttpon  CaneL  Coniideilng  Unualf  lli-niad  hj  tha  Hanhal  da  Brof^,  Itti  oonugundof 
in-dde(  b«  obtained  leara  to  tatin  bom  the  Pnnch  Mrrioe,  and  antarad  that  of 
Danmarit,  hom  vhidi  Im  ratlrad  into  priTote  Ufa  in  1771.  Fiom  thla  reUremont  be 
waa  uunmonod  b;  Lonia  ZTL  npon  tlio  death  of  Comte  de  Ho;,  mlnialw-at-war.— 
WaioQi. 
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tell  me  so  youneli  I  eodoee  a  trifle  that  I  wrote  lately,'  which  got 
about  and  has  made  enormous  noise  in  a  city  where  they  run  and 
caokle  after  an  eventi  like  a  parcel  of  hens  after  an  accidental  husk 
of  a  grape.  It  has  made  me  the  {ashion,  and  made  Madame  da 
Boufflers  and  the  Prince  of  Oonti  yery  angry  with  me :  the  former 
intending  to  be  rapt  to  the  Temple  of  Fame  by  clinging  to  Rousseau's 
Armenian  robe.  I  am  peevish  that  with  his  parts  he  should  be 
such  a  mountebank :  but  what  made  me  move  peevish  was,  that  af^ 
receiving  Wilkes  with  the  greatest  civilities,  he  paid  oourt  to  Mr. 
Hume  by  complaining  of  Wilkes's  visit  and  intrusion. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  would  not  but  have  come  hither;  for,  sinoe  I 
am  doomed  to  live  in  England,  it  is  some  comfort  to  have  seen  that 
the  French  are  ten  times  more  contemptible  than  we  are.  I  am  a 
little  ungratefiil ;  but  I  cannot  help  seeing  with  my  eyes,  though  I 
find  other  people  make  nothing  of  seeing  without  theirs.  I  have 
endless  histories  to  amuse  you  with  when  we  meet,  which  shall  be 
at  the  end  of  March.  It  is  much  more  tiresome  to  be  £EushionabIe 
than  unpopular ;  I  am  used  to  the  latter,  and  know  how  to  behave 
under  it :  but  I  cannot  stand  for  member  of  parliament  of  Paris. 
Adieu! 


1084.    TO  GEORGE  MONTAGU,  ES^ 

Parti,  Jan.  5«  17ML 

Ladt  Bbaclieu  acts  like  herself,  and  so  do  you  in  being  per- 


suaded that  nobody  will  feel  any  satisfisustion  that  comes  to  you 
more  transport  than  I  do ;  you  deserve  her  friendship,  because  yon 
are  more  sensible  to  the  grace  of  the  action  than  to  the  thing  itself; 
of  which,  besides  approving  the  sentiment,  I  am  glad,  for  if  my 
Lady  Cardigan*  is  as  happy  in  drawing  a  straw,  as  in  picking  straws, 
you  will  certainly  miss  your  green  coai  Yet  methinks  you  would 
make  an  excellent  Robin  Hood  reform^,  with  Uttle  John  your  brother. 
How  you  would  carol  Mr.  Percy's  old  ballads  under  the  green-wood 
tree  I  I  had  rather  have  you  in  my  merry  Sherwood  than  at  Gh^at- 
worth,  and  should  delight  in  your  picture  drawn  as  a  bold  forester, 

'  The  ficUlioiu  letter  from  tbe  King  of  PnuaU  to  lUmneMi,  printed  in  'WalpoM 
Worlu^'  Tol  It.  p.  250,  and  pott  in  Letter  to  Conway  of  Janoaiy  12,  176S.— 
CinmirGRAH. 

'  Lady  Mary  Montagu,  third  daughter  and  ooheiress  of  John  aeoond  DnlEe  of 
Montagu,  and  last  of  that  creation;  nuuiled,  7th  Jqly  1780,  Gooige  Montagn,  fourth 
Earl  of  Cardigan.— WuoBT. 
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m  a  green  firook,  with  your  roey  hue,  grey  lookB,  and  comely  belly. 
In  short,  the  favour  itsd^  and  the  manner  are  so  agreeable,  that  I 
shall  be  at  least  as  mueh  disappointed  as  you  can  be,  if  it  fiuls.  One 
is  not  ashamed  to  wear  a  fea&er  £rom  the  hand  of  a  firiend.  We 
both  soom  to  ask  or  accept  boons ;  but  it  is  pleasing  to  have  life 
painted  with  images  by  the  pencil  of  firiendship.  Visions  you  know 
have  always  been  my  pasture ;  and  so  fsir  from  growing  old  enough 
to  quarrel  with  tibeir  emptiness,  I  almost  Ihink  there  is  no  wisdom 
comparable  to  that  of  exchanging  what  is  called  the  realities  of  life 
for  dreams.  Old  castles,  old  pictures,  old  histories,  and  the  babble 
of  old  people,  make  one  live  back  into  centuries,  that  cannot  dis- 
appoint one.  One  holds  fest  and  surely  what  is  past  The  dead 
have  exhausted  their  power  of  deceiviDg ;  one  can  trust  Oatheiine  of 
Modicis  now.  In  short,  you  haye  opened  a  new  landscape  to  my 
fenqy ;  and  my  Lady  BeauUeu  wiU  oblige  me  as  much  88  you.  if  she 
puts  the  long  bow  into  your  hands.  I  don't  know  but  the  idea  may 
produce  some  other  *  Oastle  of  Otranto.' 

The  victorious  arms  of  the  present  Ministry  in  Parliament  will 
make  me  protract  my  stay  here,  lest  it  diiould  be  thought  I  awaited 
the  decision  of  the  event ;  next  to  successfdl  enemies,  I  dread 
triumphant  friends.  To  be  sure.  Lord  Temple  and  Gteorge  Qrenville 
are  very  proper  to  be  tied  to  a  conqueror's  car,  and  to  ''  drag  their 
slow  lengths  along ;  ''*  but  it  is  too  ridiculous  to  see  Goody  Newcastle 
exulting  like  old  Marius  in  a  seventh  consulship.  Don't  tell  it,  but 
as  far  as  I  can  calculate  my  own  intention,  I  shall  not  set  out  before 
the  twenty-fifth  of  March.  That  will  meet  your  abode  in  London ; 
and  I  shall  get  a  day  or  two  out  of  you  for  some  diat  at  Strawberry  on 
all  I  have  seen  and  done  here.  For  this  reason  I  will  anticipate 
nothing  now,  but  bid  you  good-morrow,  after  telling  you  a  Uttle 
story.  The  canton  of  Berne  ordered  all  the  impressions  of  Hel- 
vetius's  '  Esprit '  and  Voltaire's  *  Pucelle '  to  be  seized.  The  officer 
of  justice  employed  by  them  came  into  the  council  and  said,  **  Mag- 
nifiques  seigneurs,  aprds  toutes  les  recherches  possibles,  on  n'a  p& 
trouver  dans  toute  la  ville  que  trds  pen  de  I'Esprit,  et  pas  une 
Pucelle."    Adieu !  Bobin  and  John. 

January  %th, 

I  had  not  sent  away  my  letter,  being  so  disappointed  of  a  mes- 
senger, and  now  receive  yours  of  December  the  thirtieth.  My  house 
[in  Arlington  street]  is  most  heartily  at  your  service,  and  I  shall 

'  Pope. — CUMJIIJIOHAX. 


tm  HORAOi  wALFOun  urnraa,  ^tm. 

mite  io  FaTn  to  have  itready  for  yoo.  Ton  will  see  by  Uia  torma 
part  of  this  letter,  that  I  do  iLot  think  of  being  is  Kngland  before 
the  end  of  March.  All  I  dislike  in  tiaa  oontract  ia  tiie  fear,  that  if 
I  drive  yon  ont  of  my  house,  I  flhall  drive  yon  oat  of  town  ;  and  as 
yon  will  find,  I  have  not  a  bed  to  o£EEir  yoa  bnt  my  own,  azid  Fsne's, 
in  iriuch  yonr  servant  will  lie,  for  I  have  etripped  Ariington-streei  to 
fiuniah  Strawberry.  Io  the  mean  time  yoa  will  be  o(«n£irtable  in 
my  bed,  and  need  have  no  trouble  aboot  Favra,  as  he  lodges  at  his 
wife's  while  I  am  absent  Lrt  tium  know  in  time  to  have  tlie  bed 
aired. 

I  don't  understand  one  salable  of  your  paragraph  about  Miss 
Talbot,  Admiral  Oomish,  and  Mr.  Hampden's  eon.  I  tkotigfat  aho 
was  mairied,  and  I  finge*  to  whom: 


10S&    TO  THE  BIQHT  HON.  LADT  HBBTIT. 

Parit,  Sattirdat  Mf^kt,  Jtm.  11,  KM. 

I  HAVE  jost  now.  Madam,  received  the  sossors,  by  QaaiaaX 
Temon,  from  Mr.  Conway's  office.  Unlookily,  I  had  not  reoeavod 
your  ladysh^'s  notificatioQ  of  them  sooner,  for  want  of  a  couveTanoe, 
and  I  wrote  to  my  servant  to  inqaire  of  yoort  how  they  had  been 
sent ;  whioh  I  fear  may  have  added  a  little  trouble  to  all  yoa  had 
been  so  good  as  to  take,  and  £>r  whioh  I  give  yon  iea  ihoosaud 
thanks :  but  your  ladyship  is  so  «tact  and  friendly,  that  it  almost 
disconragee  rather  than  enoonrogeB  me.  I  cannot  bring  myself  to 
think  that  ten  tliousand  obligations  are  new  lottera  of  oredit. 

I  have  seen  Mrs.  F  "  *  *  *,  and  hw  husband  may  be  as  h^py 
as  he  will :  I  cannot  help  pitying  him.  She  told  me  it  is  eouider 
here  than  in  TtSnglanH  ;  axA  in  truth  I  believe  so :  I  blow  the  fiie 
between  every  paragraph,  and  am  quite  out  off  from  all  si^ts.  He 
agreeableness  c^  the  evenings  mokes  me  some  am^ids.  I  am  just 
going  to  sup  at  Madame  d'Aignillon's  widi  Madame  d'S^uumt,  and 
I  hope  Madame  de  Brionne,  whom  I  have  not  yet  seen ;  but  sho  is 
not  very  well,  and  it  is  doubtfiiL  My  last  new  passion,  and  I  think 
the  strongest,  is  the  Dachees  de  ChmseuL  Her  fiioe  is  pretty,  not 
very  pretty ;  her  person  a  little  modeL  Obeerfot,  modest,  fiiU  of 
attentions,  with  the  happiest  propriety  of  expreesion,  and  greatest 
quickness  of  reason  and  judgment,  you  would  take  her  for  the  queen 
of  an  alle^ry :  one  dreads  its  finishing,  as  much  as  a  lover,  if  she 
would  admit  one,  would  wish  it  shonld  finish.     In  short.  Madam, 
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though  yotf  are  the  Uurt  person  fhat  will  befieve  it,  Frano^  ib  ao  agre^ 
able,  and  England  so  much  the  roverae,  that  I  donH  know  when  I 
shall  retnm.  The  ciyilities,  the  kindnesses,  the  honours  I  leoeiTey 
are  so  many  and  so  great,  that  I  am  oontinually  foroed  to  put  myself 
in  mind  how  Utile  I  am  entitled  to  them,  and  how  many  of  them  I 
owe  to  your  ladyship.  I  shall  talk  you  to  death  at  my  return.  Kiall 
you  bear  to  hear  me  tell  you  a  thousand  times  orer,  that  Madame 
Oeoffirin  is  the  most  rational  woman  in  the  worlds  and  Madame 
d'Aiguillan  liie  most  animated  and  most  obliging  P  I  think  you 
wtH  Your  ladyship  can  endure  the  panegyrio  of  your  friends.  If 
you  should  grow  impatient  to  hear  them  ooomiended,  you  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  oome  over.  The  best  air  in  the  world  is  that 
where  one  is  pleased :  Sunning  waters  are  nothing  to  it  The  frost 
is  so  hard,  it  is  impossible  to  have  the  gout;  and  though  the  fountain 
of  youth  is  not  here,  the  fountain  of  age  is,  whioh  oomes  to  just  the 
same  thing.  One  is  never  old  here,  or  never  thought  so.  One  makes 
verses  as  if  one  was  but  seventeen — for  example : — 

Os  Ha»axb  ra  FoBOALQVim  SFiAxnra  Esoum. 

Soft  aonndi  tbat  steal  from  fidr  ForaUqnier^t  Ilpi^ 
Uke  boo  that  mnnaiiriiig  tho  Jatmln  aipa  I 
Aro  thoao  my  mitlro  acoenta  f    Kono  to  twoot^ 
So  gndoiia,  yet  my  raTiah'd  ean  did  moot 
O  power  of  boasty!  thy  ondMinting  look 
Cwtk  melodlae  eadi  note  in  Natnie'a  book. 
The  roo^aet  wnth  of  Bnaalans,  when  ihqr  iweMr, 
Prononneed  by  thee,  flowa  soft  aa  Indian  air; 
And  dnloei  bieafch,  altempfr'd  by  thine  eyea, 
Givea  Biitiah  prose  o'er  Tnaoan  Tone  the  priie. 

Ton  must  not  look.  Madam,  for  much  meaning  in  these  lines ; 
they  were  intended  only  to  run  smoothly,  and  to  be  easily  eompre- 
hended  by  the  fair  scholar  who  is  learning  our  language.  Still  less 
must  you  show  them :  they  are  not  calculated  for  the  meridian  of 
London,  where  you  know  I  dread  being  represented  as  a  shepherd. 
Pray  let  them  think  that  I  am  wrapped  up  in  Canada  Bills,  and  have 
all  the  pamphlets  sent  over  about  the  Colonies  and  the  Stamp- Act 

I  am  very  sorry  for  the  accounts  your  ladyship  ^ves  me  of  Lord 
Holland.'  He  tidks,  I  am  told,  of  going  to  Naples :  one  would  do  a 
great  deal  for  health,  but  I  question  if  I  could  hwf  it  at  that  expense. 
If  Paris  would  answer  his  purpose,  I  should  not  wonder  if  he  came 
hitiier;  but  to  five  with  Italians  must  be  wofol,  and  would  ^m facto 

^  Lord  Holland  UTod  ei^^i  yeara  longer,  dying  Jmly  1, 1774.— CvnuMonAK. 
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mske  me  ill.  It  is  trne  I  am  a  bad  judge :  I  never  tested  iDiieBS 
but  the  gout,  vbiob,  tormentiiig  u  it  is,  I  prefier  to  all  other  dift- 
iempers :  one  knows  the  fit  nill  end,  will  l^ve  one  quite  woU,  and 
dispenses  willi  ilie  nonsense  of  physicaans,  and  abnndify  is  nuwe 
paisM  tlian  pain :  at  leaat  the  pain  of  the  gout  nerer  takee  aw^ 
my  spirits,  which  the  otlier  does. 

I  have  never  heard  from  1&.  Chute  this  oemtory,  hot  am  ^ad  the 
goat  is  rather  his  ezonse  than  the  oanse,  and  that  it  lies  aaoly  in  his 
pen.  I  am  in  too  good  hnmonr  to  qoairc^  with  anybody,  and  oonse- 
qnently  cannot  be  in  haste  to  see  England,  where  at  least  one  is  snre 
1^  being  quarrelled  with.  If  they  rex  me,  I  will  oome  back  hither 
directly :  and  I  shall  have  the  satiafiictum  (d  knowing  that  yonr 
ladyship  will  not  blame  me. 


1088.    TO  THE  HON.  H.  S.  COKWAT. 

Pari*,  Jam.  1%  17M. 

I  HAVE  teoeiTed  your  letter  by  General  Vernon,  and  another,  to 
which  I  have  writ  an  answer,  but  was  disappointed  d  a  oonveyanoe 
I  expected.  Yon  shall  have  it  with  additions,  by  the  first  messenger 
that  goes ;  but  I  cannot  send  it  by  the  post,  as  I  have  spoken  very 
freely  of  some  persons  you  name,  in  which  we  agree  thorooghiy. 
These  fbw  lines  are  only  to  tetlyoul  am  not  idle  in  writing  to  yoa. 

I  almost  repoit  having  oome  tdtfier ;  for  I  like  the  way  of  life  and 
many  of  the  people  so  well,  that  I  doubt  I  shall  feel  more  r^ret  at 
leaving  Paris  thm  I  expected.  It  would  soond  vain  to  tell  yon  the 
honours  and  distinctions  I  receire,  and  how  much  I  am  in  bahion ; 
yet  when  titeiy  ocnne  from  the  handsomest  women  in  France,  and  the 
most  respectable  in  point  of  character,  can  one  help  being  a  little 
proud  f  If  I  was  twenty  yeots  younger,  I  should  wish  they  were 
not  quite  so  respectable.  Madame  de  Brionne,  whom  I  have  never 
seen,  and  who  was  to  have  met  me  at  supper  last  nig^  at  the 
diMTning  Madame  d'Egmont's,  sent  me  an  invitation  by  the  latter 
for  Wednesday  next.  I  was  engaged,  and  hesitated.  I  was  tcJi^ 
"  Comment  I  savez-TOUS  que  c'est  qu'elle  ne  feroit  pas  pour  toute  la 
France  F"  However,  leet  you  should  dread  my  retoming  a  perfect 
old  swain,  I  stndy  my  vrrinklea,  compare  myself  and  my  limbs  to 
every  plate  of  larks  I  see,  and  treat  my  understanding  with  at  least 
as  litUe  mercy.  Yet,  do  you  know,  my  present  &me  is  owing  to  « 
very  tifling  composition,  but  which  has  made  incredible  noise.  I 
was  one  evening  at  Madame  Oeoffrin's  joking  on  Bonsseaa's  affocta- 


^ 
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tions  and  oontradictioiis,  and  said  some  things  that  diverted  them. 
^When  I  came  home,  I  put  them  into  a  letter,  and  showed  it  next 
day  to  HelyetiTis  and  the  Doe  de  Nivemois ;  who  were  so  pleased 
with  it,  that,  after  telling  me  some  fiitdts  in  the  language,  which  yon 
may  be  snze  there  were,  they  encomraged  me  to  let  it  be  seen.  As 
yon  know  I  willingly  langh  at  mountebanks,  poUtioal  or  literary, 
let  their  talents  be  ever  so  great,  I  wasnot  averse.  The  copies  have 
spread  like  wild-fire ;  ei  me  toiei  a  la  mode  I  I  expect  the  end  of  my 
reign  at  the  end  of  the  week  with  great  composure.  Here  is  the 
letter: — 

LB  BOI  DB  PBUBSB  A  MOKSIXUB  BOUSSBAU.^ 
MOM  CHER  JBAN  JACQX7E8, 

Yons  avez  renonc^  &  G^ndve  votre  patrie ;  toub  yous  Ates  fait 
ohasser  de  la  Suisse,  pays  tant  yant^  dans  yos  Merits ;  la  France 
Tons  a  d6cret^.  Yenez  done  ohez  moi ;  j'admire  yos  talens ;  je 
m'amuse  de  yos  rfiveries,  qui  (soit  dit  en  passant)  yous  ocoupent 
trop,  et  irop  long  tems.  Il£Btut  Alafin  Atresageetheureux.  Yous 
arez  &it  assez  parler  de  yous  par  des  singularity  pen  oonYonables  A 
nn  veritable  grand  homme.  D^montrez  k  yos  ennemis  que  yous 
pouYez  avoir  quelquefois  le  sens  commun:  cela  les  fiuihera,  sans 
YOUS  faire  tort  Mas  ^tsvous  ofirent  une  retraite  paisible ;  je vous 
veux  du  bien,  et  je  vous  en  ferai,  si  vous  le  trouvez  bon.  Mais  si 
YOUS  vous  obstiniez  k  rejetter  mon  seoours,  attendez-vous  que  je  ne  le 
dirai  k  personne.  Si  vous  persistez  k  vous  oreuser  Tesprit  peur 
tronver  de  nouveaux  malheurs,  choisissez  les  tels  que  vous  voudrez. 
Je  sois  roi,  je  puis  vous  en  procurer  an  gr6  de  vos  souhaits :  et  ce 
qui  sArement  ne  vous  arrivera  pas  vis  i  vis  de  vos  ennemis,  je 
oesserai  de  vous  persecutor  quand  vous  cesserez  de  mettre  votre 
gloire  k  I'^tre. 

Yotre  bon  ami,  FRiniBia 

1  Hoir  mndi  RonMeaii,  who  was  natnraUj  difpoMd  to  bellere  in  plots  and  eon- 
spiracles  against  him,  was  annoyed  by  this  Jen  d'esprit^  the  reader  will  readily  leam 
from  the  following  letter,  which  he  addressed  to  the  editor  of '  The  London  Chronicle ' 
shortly  after  his  anival  in  Bngland : — 

"  WootUm  [•»  Dethytkirt\  3rd  Mamk,  176«. 
"  Ton  hiiye  fiuled.  Sir,  in  the  rsspect  which  every  private  person  owes  to  a  crowned 
head,  in  attributing  pnblidy  to  the  King  of  Pmssia  a  letter  ftill  of  eztiaTaganee  and 
malignity,  of  which,  for  these  very  reasons,  yon  on^t  to  have  known  he  eonld  not  be 
the  anthor.  Ton  have  even  dared  to  traoseiibe  his  signatare^  as  if  yon  had  seen  it 
wrinan  with  his  own  hand.  I  inform  yon.  Sir,  this  letter  was  Ihbrieated  at  Paris ;  and 
what  rends  my  heart  is,  that  the  impostor  has  aeeompliess  in  Bns^bmd.    Ton  owe  to 
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The  Prinoene  de  ligne,*  wlioee  mofiier  was  an  ED^uhwomaii^ 
made  a  good  obsenration  to  me  last  night  She  said,  **Je  mm  roi 
je  pais  Tons  proonror  de  malheorsy"  was  plainly  the  stroke  of  an 
EngliBh  pen.  I  said,  then  I  had  oertainlf  not  well  imitated  the 
chwacter  in  whicsh  I  wrote.  Yon  will  say  I  am  a  bold  man  to  atiadc 
both  Voltaire  and  Bonssean.  It  is  true ;  hot  I  shoot  at  their  heelt 
at  their  Tohierable  part 

I  beg  your  pardon  finr  taking  np  your  time  wilii  these  trifles. 
The  day  after  to-monow  we  go  in  oavalcade  wiili  flie  Boohess  of 
Bidmiond  to  her  andienoe ;'  I  haTO  got  my  cravat  and  shammy 
shoes.    Adieal 


10S7.    TO  THB  BIT.  WILLIAM  OOLS. 
DiAB  8n :  Paris,  Jam.  \%  170S. 

I  HAD  ezbeme  satisfiustion  in  reoeiving  your  letter,  having  been 


in  great  pain  about  you,  and  not  knowing  where  to  dureet  a  letter. 
Favre  told  me  you  had  had  an  accident,  did  not  say  what  it  was, 
but  that  you  was  not  come  to  town."  He  received  all  the  letters  and 
parcels  safe ;  for  which  I  give  you  many  thanks^  and  a  thousand 
more  for  your  kindness  in  thinking  of  them,  when  you  was  so&ring 
so  much.  It  was  a  dreadful  conclusion  of  your  traveb ;  but  I  trust 
will  leave  no  consequences  behind  it  The  weather  is  by  no  means 
fiivourable  for  a  recovery,  if  it  is  as  severe  in  England  as  at  Paris. 
We  have  had  two  or  three  days  of  fog,  rather  thui  thaw;  but  the 
frost  is  set  in  again  as  sharp  as  ever.  I  persisted  in  going  about  to 
churches  and  convents,  till  I  thooght  I  should  have  lost  my  nose  and 
fingers.  I  have  sobmitted  at  last  to  the  season,  and  Uearbed  all  the 
morning ;  but  I  hope  in  Febmaiy  and  Maidi  to  recover  the  time  I 
have  lost  I  shall  not  return  to  Eng^d  before  the  end  of  March, 
being  determined  not  to  hasaid  anytUng.  I  continue  perfectly  weD» 
and  ftiw  things  could  tempt  me  to  risk  five  months  more  of  gout 
I  will  certainly  bring  you  some  pastils,  and  have  them  better 


the  King  of  Pniiii%  to  tntth,  and  to  me,  to  print  the  letter  vldelil  write  to  yov,  and 
wUdi  I  aign,  aa  an  atonement  fiir  n  flwlt  with  whkh  70a  woidd  donbtkai  mitoaA 
youielf  aefvaly,  If  yon  knew  to  wbai  a  daik  tanaaetion  yon  lune  rendeied  yonailf 
aeeeaaoiy.    I  aalnte  yon.  Sir,  Teiy  alnenely.— BOUSBSAU."— Waianr. 

^  TlMPrineeaadaLignewaandangliterofthe  llarqola  de  M^gltee^  by  lOaB  0^ 
tlKMpe^  aiater  of  Genifal  Oglelliorpe.— Wuons^ 

*  At  Yenalllea,  aa  ambaandma.— WaiiPoul 

j^  In  dlaembaiting  at  Ikfnt^  Mr.  Gfole  met  with  an  aeddenl^  that  had  eoained  Um 
th««  thne  weaka  to  hia  bed.— Wiuoin. 


THOMAS       GRAY. 


176«.]  TO  ME.  ORAt.  4iS 

paokedi  if  it  is  poasible.  Toa  know  how  liappy  I  dumld  be  if  you 
would  send  me  any  odier  eomn]iaBi0n.  As  you  say  notbing  of  (be 
Eton  living,  I  teat  that  prospect  has  fuled  you ;  which  gives  me 
great  regret,  as .  it  would  give  me  very  sensiUe  pleasure  to  have 
you  fixed  somewhere  (and  not  fiur  fifom  me)  for  your  ease  and 
satisfiiotion* 

I  am  glad  the  oaihedral  of  Amiens  answered  your  expectation;  so 
has  the  Sainte  Ohapelle  mine;  you  did  not  tdl  me  what  charming 
enamels  I  should  find  in  the  ante-ohapeL  I  have  seen  another  vast 
piece,  and  very  fine,  iji  the  Oonstable  Monimorenci,«t  the  Mar^cbale 
Duchesse  de  Luxembourg's. 

Rousseau  is  gone  to  England  with  Mr.  Hume.  You  will  yery 
probably  see  a  letter  to  Bousseau,  in  the  name  of  the  King  of 
Prussia,  writ  to  laug^  at  his  affectations.  It  has  made  excessive 
noise  here,  and  I  believe  quite  ruined  the  author  with  many  pbilo* 
sophers.  When  I  tell  you  I  was  the  author,  it  is  tdling  you  how 
cheap  I  hold  their  anger.  If  it  does  not  reach  you,  you  shall  see  it 
at  Strawberry,  where  I  flatter  myself  I  shall  see  you  this  summer, 
and  quite  welL    Adieu  I 


1088.    TO  MB.  ORAT. 

Parii,  Jan.  1J^  1768. 

I  AM  much  indebted  to  you  for  your  kind  letter  and  advice ;  and 
though  it  is  late  to  thank  you  for  it,  it  is  at  least  a  stronger 
proof  that  I  do  not  forget  it.  However,  I  am  a  little  obstinate,  as 
you  know,  on  the  chapter  of  health,  and  have  persisted  through  this 
Siberian  winter  in  not  adding  a  grain  to  my  clothes,  and  in  going 
open-breasted  without  an  under  waistcoat.  In  short,  though  I  like 
extremely  to  live,  it  must  be  in  my  own  way,  as  long  as  I  can :  it  is 
not  youth  I  court,  but  liberty ;  and  I  think  making  oneself  tender 
is  issuing  a  general  teanwU  against  one's  own  person,  t  suppose 
I  shall  submit  to  confinement  when  I  cannot  help  it ;  but  I  am 
indifferent  enough  to  life  not  to  care  if  it  ends  soon  after  my  prison 
begins. 

I  have  not  delayed  so  long  to  answer  your  letter,  from  not 
thinking  of  it»  or  from  want  of  matter,  but  from  want  of  time- 
I  am  constantly  occupied,  engaged,  amused,  till  I  cannot  bring  a 
hundredth  part  of  what  I  have  to  say  into  the  compass  of  a  letter. 
Ton  will  lose  nothing  hy  this :  you  know  my  volubility,  when  I  am 
voib  IV.  a  ■ 
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fall  of  new  subjeots ;  and  I  have  at  least  many  hoars  of  oonretsatioD 
for  yon  at  my  retom.  One  does  not  leam  a  whole  nation  in  foor  or 
five  months ;  but,  for  the  time,  few,  I  believe,  have  seen,  stodied, 
or  got  so  mnch  acquainted  with  the  French  as  I  have. 

By  what  I  said  of  flieir  religioos  or  rather  iireligioas  opinions, 
you  must  not  conclude  their  people  of  quality  atheists — at  least,  not 
the  men.  Happily  for  them,  poor  soub !  fliey  are  not  capable  of 
going  so  far  into  thinking.  They  assent  to  a  great  deal,  because 
it  is  the  fashion,  and  because  they  don't  know  how  to  contradict 
They  are  ashamed  to  defend  the  Boman-cafliolic  religion,  becaoae 
it  is  quite  exploded ;  but  I  am  convinced  they  believe  it  in  flieir 
hearts.  They  hate  the  Parliaments  and  the  philosophen,  and  are 
rejoiced  that  they  may  still  idoUse  royalty.  At  present,  too^  they 
are  a  little  triumphant :  the  Court  has  shown  a  litQe  spirit^  and  the 
Parliaments  much  less :  but  as  the  Due  de  Ghoiseul,  who  is  very 
fluttering,  unsettled,  and  inclined  to  the  philosophers,  has  made  a 
compromise  with  the  Parliament  of  Bretagne,  the  Parliaments 
might  venture  out  again,  if ,  as  I  fimcy  will  be  the  case,  they  are 
not  glad  to  drop  a  cause,  of  which  they  began  to  be  a  little  weary  of 
the  inconveniences. 

The  generality  of  the  men,  and  more  than  the  generality,  are  duU 
and  empty.  They  have  taken  up  gravity,  thinlring  it  was  philo- 
sophy and  English,  and  so  have  acquired  nothing  in  the  room 
of  their  natural  levity  and  cheerfulness.  However,  as  their  hig^ 
opinion  of  their  own  country  remains,  for  which  they  can  no  longer 
assign  any  reason,  they  are  contemptuous  and  reserved,  instead  of 
being  ridiculously,  consequently  pcurdonably,  impertineni  I  have 
wondered,  knowing  my  own  countrymen,  that  we  had  attained  sooh 
a  superiority.  I  wonder  no  longer,  and  have  a  Utde  more  respect 
for  English  heads  than  I  had. 

The  women  do  not  seem  of  the  same  countiy :  if  they  are  lees 
gay  than  they  were,  they  are  more  informed,  enoogfa  to  make 
them  very  conversable.  I  know  six  or  seven  with  very  superior 
understandings ;  some  of  them  with  wit,  or  with  softness,  or  veiy 
good  sense. 

Madame  GFeoffirin,  of  whom  you  have  heard  much,  is  an  extra- 
ordinary woman,  with  more  common  sense  than  I  almost  ever  met 
with.  Gh^at  quickness  in  discovering  charaeterB,  penetration  in 
going  to  the  bottom  of  them,  and  a  pencil  that  never  fails  in  a  like- 
tiess — seldom  a  favourable  one.  She  exacts  and  preserves,  spite  of 
her  birth  and  their  nonsensical  prejudices  aboirt  nobility,  great 
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f ourt  and  altentioii.    This  she  acquires  by 
and  offices  of  fnendship:  and  by  a  freedoi 
seem  to  be  her  sole  end  of  drawing  a  con 
insists  on  scolding  those  she  inveigles  to  he 
and  less  knowledge,  but  protects  artisans  anc 
few  people  to  have  the  credit  of  serving  her 
bred  nnder  the  fiunons  Madame  Tenem,  w 
to  refuse  any  man;  for,  said  her  mistress,  tho 
not  care  a  &rthing  for  yon,  the  tenth  may  live 
She  did  not  adopt  or  reject  the  whole  plan, 
purport  of  the  nuumn.    In  short,  she  is  a 
subsisting  by  rewards  and  pnnishments.    Her 
du  DeflBwd,  was  fi»r  a  short  time  mistress  o 
veiy  old  and  stone-blind,  but  retains  all  her 
judgment,  passions,  and  agreeableness.    She 
suppers,  and  Versailles;  gives  suppers  twice 
thing  new  read  to  her;  makes   new  song 
admirably,  and  remembers  every  one  that  1 
fourscore  years.    She  coiresponds  with  Yoltai 
letters  to  him,  contradicts  him*  is  no  bigot  to 
laughs  both  at  the  clergy  and  the  philosopher 
which  she  easily  Mis,  she  is  very  warm,  and  ; 
wrong :  her  judgment  on  every  subject  is  sa 
every  point  of  conduct  as  wrong  as  possible : 
hatred,  passionate  for  her  Mends  to  enthusiasi 
loved,  I  don't  mean  by  lovers,  and  a  vehemen 
As  she  can  have  no  amusement  but  conversal 
and  ennui  are  insupportable  to  her,  and  put  ] 
several  worthless  people,  who  eat  her  suppen 
nobody's  of  higher  rank ;  wink  to  one  anothi 
hate  her  because  she  has  £)rty  times  more  i 
hate  her  because  she  ia  not  ridu*    She  has  ai 


*  To  Um  tbore  portciii  of  Kidame  da  Defikod  ii  mi^  b< 
derelopomeni  of  h«r  ffharadur  which  appealed  in  the  Qoar 
in  iU  eritiqne  on  her  Letten  to  Walpole:— ''Thie  ladj 
lightnen  of  the  French  character  with  the  soliditj  of  the  JS 
▼olaftile,  yet  Jndieioui  and  aente ;  oometlmee  profoond  and 
had  a  wit  plajrftil^  abundant^  and  welUoned ;  an  admirable  o 
and  great  ikili  in  exposing  it;  a  turn  for  tttire,  which  ahe  ii 
best-natnred  numner,  yet  with  irresistible  effisct;  powers  of 
priate^  flowing  flrom  the  eovroe,  and  eoriona  without  ree 
letters^  and  a  jndgment  both  of  men  and  books  in  a  hig] 
acevrate.  As  her  parU  had  been  happily  thrown  together  1^ 
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must  mention,  a  MonsienrPontdeveyle,*  author  of  tiio  *Fat  poni/ 
and  the  *  Complaisant/  and  of  those  pretty  novelSy  the  *  Oomte  de 
Gominge/  the  '  Siege  of  Calais/  and  *  Les  Malheuis  de  TAmour/* 
Would  not  you  expect  this  old  man  to  be  yery  agreeable  f  He  can 
be  sOy  but  seldom  is :  yet  he  has  another  very  diflEerent  and  yery 
amusing  talent,  the  art  of  parody,  and  is  unique  in  his  kind.  He 
composes  tales  to  the  tunes  of  long  dances :  for  instance,  he  has 
adapted  the  B^enfs  Daphnis  and  Ohloe  to  one,  and  made  it  ten 
times  more  indecent ;  but  is  so  old,  and  sings  it  so  well,  that  it  is 
permitted  in  all  companies.  He  has  succeeded  stiU  better  in  At 
earaeterea  de  la  danse,  to  which  he  has  adapted  words  that  express 
all  tiie  characters  of  love.  With  all  this  he  has  not  the  least  idea 
of  cheerfulness  in  conversation;  seldom  speaks  but  on  grave  subjeotas, 
and  not  often  on  them ;  is  a  humourist,  yeiy  supercilious,  and  wrapt 
up  in  admiration  of  his  own  country,  as  the  only  judge  of  his  merit 
His  air  and  look  are  cold  and  forbidding;  but  ask  him  to  sing,  or 
praise  his  works,  his  eyes  and  smiles  open  and  brighten  up.  In 
short,  I  can  show  him  to  you :  the  self-applauding  poet  in  Hogarth's 
Rake's  Progress,  the  second  print,  is  so  like  his  very  featurea  and 
very  wig,  that  you  would  know  him  by  it,  if  you  came  hither — for 
he  certainly  will  not  go  to  you. 
Madame  de  Mirepoix's  understanding  is  excellent  of  the  useful 

happy  In  the  circmnttoneM  whieli  attended  tliair  progren  and  deretopament  Hmj 
were  refined,  not  by  a  ooone  of  eoUtaiy  niudj,  bat  by  desaltoiy  reaiUng,  and  diielly 
by  liring  interooune  with  the  brightest  geninaes  of  her  age.  Thna  trained,  thqr 
acquired  a  pliability  of  moTement^  which  gave  to  all  th^  exertiona  a  bewitching  air  af 
fkeedom  and  negUgsnce ;  and  made  eren  their  leaat  eflbita  leem  only  the  enbefaneea 
or  floweringa-off  of  a  mind  citable  of  higher  ezoellendea,  bat  onambitioaa  to  attain 
theoL  There  waa  nothing  to  alarm  or  overpower.  On  whatever  topio  ahe  toacfaed, 
trivial  or  aevere,  it  waa  alike  m  badinant ;  bat  in  the  midat  of  thia  aportlvene§a^  her 
geniaa  poared  itaelf  forth  in  a  thonaand  delightfal  faneiea,  and  Mattered  new  giaeea 
and  omamenta  on  eveiy  object  within  ita  aphere.  In  ita  wanderinga  from  the  trifles  of 
the  day  to  grave  qaeatlona  of  morab  or  philoaophy,  it  cardeasly  strodL  ont»  and  aa 
caceleaaly  abandoned,  the  moat  profound  tnitha;  and  while  it  aimed  only  to  amnas^ 
aaddenly  aatoniahed  and  electrified  by  rapid  traita  of  iUamination,  which  opened  the 
deptha  of  diflicalt  aabjeeta,  and  ronaed  the  reaearchea  of  more  ^yatematie  reaaoners.  IVi 
these  qaaUficationa  were  added  an  independence  in  forming  opinlona  and  a  boldnen 
in  avowing  them,  whioh  wore  at  leant  the  semblance  of  honeety ;  a  perfiMi  knowledge 
of  the  world,  and  that  iheility  of  manners,  which  in  the  oonuneroe  of  aodety  aai^llca 
the  place  of  benevolenoe." — WaiOBT. 

^  M.  de  Pontdeveyle,  the  yonnger  brother  of  the  Marqnla  d'Argental,  the  mend  of 
Voltaire  and  of  the  King  of  Praada.  Their  mother,  Madame  de  Ferioles,  waa  aiater 
to  the  celebrated  Madame  de  Tendn  and  to  the  Cardinal  of  the  aame  name.  He  died 
in  1774.— -WaxoBT. 

*  Madame  da  Deflhnd,  in  a  letter  to  Walpole  of  the  17th  of  Manh  1770,  ataftas  the 
«MaUieaxsderAmoar 'to  be  the  prodaction  of  Madame  de  Tendn.  Shedeaeribeaitaa 
^  an  roman  bien  telt>  maia  qni  n'inapiie  qae  de  la  triatease.*— Wiion. 
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kind,  and  can  be  so  vhsn  die  plowM  of  the  apMable  kind,  Sbe 
has  read,  bat  seldom  shorn  it,  and  has  peileot  taste.  Her  manner 
is  odd,  bat  very  oivil ;  and  she  omoeals  eren  (he  blood  of  Ijorrain^ 
withoat  ever  fbrgettang  it.  Nobody  in  France  knoVB  the  world 
better,  and  nobody  is  penonally  so  well  with  the  King.  She  is 
false,  artful,  and  insinuating  beymd  measore  when  it  is  her  interest,' 
but  indolent  and  a  ooward.  She  never  had  any  passion  bat  gaming, 
and  always  kees.  For  ever  paying  ooort,  the  side  produce  of  a  life 
of  art  is  to  get  money  &om  tiie  King  to  carry  on  a  oonise  of  paying 
debts  or  contracting  new  ones,  which  she  dischargee  as  fiut  as  she 
is  able.  She  advertised  devoti<m  to  get  made  donw  du  palaia  to  the 
Qneen ;  and  the  very  next  day  this  Princess  of  Lorraine  was  seen 
riding  backwards  wifii  Madame  Pompadour  in  the  latter's  coaidL 
When  the  £ing  was  stabbed,  and  heartily  fri^tened,  Qm  mistress 
toc^  a  panic  too,  and  consulted  D'Argenson,'  whether  she  had  not 
best  m^  o£F  in  time.  Ste  hated  her,  and  said.  By  all  means. 
Hadame  de  Mirepoix  advised  her  to  stay.  The  King  recovered  his 
spirits,  jyArgenson  was  banished,  and  La  Mardohale  inherited  part 
of  the  mistress's  credit. — I  must  interrupt  my  history  of  iUustzious 
women  with  an  anecdote  of  Monsieur  de  Maorepas,  with  whom  I 
am  mooh  aoqoainted,  and  who  has  one  of  the  few  heads  iiduch 
^proach  to  good  tmee,  and  who  luckily  fbr  us  was  disgraced,  and 
the  marine  dropped,  because  it  was  his  fiiTourite  object  and  province. 
He  emidoyed  Pontdeveyle  to  make  a  stmg  on  the  Pompadour :'  it 

'  La  Mirtelul*  de  Htnpalx  ww  ths  flril  womtn  of  canwqiieiMS  vho  sotmtonwoed 
■od  kppaued  ia  pahUs  at  TankUlM  with  Hadame  da  Burl;  wUIb,  od  the  othsr 
band,  her  brother,  the  PiioM  de  BeanTaJi  and  hhi  wire,  giTe  great  oStaoe  b;  refudDg 
to  lea  her  or  be  of  ao^  of  her  partlea.  Her  penon  U  thai  deecribed  b;  Xadatae  da 
DeSand:— "SeBgiue  «it  ebarmante,  (on  teint  e«t  tbhnUnant;  lei  traiti,aBiii  tt)» 
Mrfutj,  eoat  libien  aiMrtle,  qae  penonne  a'a  I'alr  plni  Jenna  et  n'eet  ploa  jolie." — 
WaioHT. 

*  Le  Comte  d'Aifieiuan  wti  minliter-at-war,  and,  after  Damleo'i  attempt  upon  the 
life  of  the  King  of  Fraoce  In  1TC7,  wm  diegiaced,  and  exiled  to  hli  oonDtrj-hoiue  at 
Ormei  in  Polton.  He  wu  bnther  to  the  Uirqnii  d'Argeoson,  who  had  been  mtiditec 
of  foielgn  tJhin,  and  died  In  1T£6.  He  It  waa  who  la  uld  (o  bare  addreued  M.  Blg- 
non,  bis  nephew,  afterwacde  anacadenldui,  onoonfertliig  open  him  the  appointment 
of  1il>rarian  to  Lha  King,  "  Hon  ncvea,  Toili  one  belle  occaaion  ponr  appr«ndre  %  lire." 
— WaiuHT. 

*  The  following  li  the  commeoeemeDt  of  the  aong  alladed  to  by  Walpole  :— 

"  Une  petite  bonrgooUe, 
£ler£e  ft  la  grirolae, 
Hennnt  toat  i  m  telle, 

Pait  de  la  ooor  on  laadie. 
Le  Hid,  malgit  eon  icrapnle, 
Ponr  elle  boUament  brOlc^ 
Cetle  flamme  ridlcnle 

£xeil«  dan*  tont  Paiii,  rii,  ris,  ria,"  kt. — Wuaicr. 
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was  clever  and  bitter,  and  did  not  qiare  eren  Majeaty.  Una  waa 
Maorepas  abaoid  enough  to  amg  at  supper  at  Yersailles.'  Banish- 
ment  ensued;  and  lest  he  should  ever  be  restored,  the  mistress 
persuaded  the  King  fliat  he  had  poisoned  her  predeoeasor  Madame 
de  Ohateaurouz.  Maurepas  is  rery  agreeable,  and  exoeeding^y 
cheerful;  yet  I  have  seen  a  transient  sQmt  dond  ^en  politios  are 
talked  of. 

Madame  de  Boufflers,  who  was  in  Eng^d,  is  a  mvmiie,  mistreas 
of  the  Prince  of  Oontii  and  very  desirous  of  being  his  wife.  She  is 
two  women,  the  upper  and  the  lower.  I  need  not  tell  you  that  ihe 
lower  is  gallant,  and  stQl  has  pretensions.  The  upper  is  very 
sensible,  too,  and  has  a  measured  eloquenoe  that  is  just  and 
pleasing — but  all  is  spoiled  by  an  unrelaxed  attention  to  i^plauae. 
You  would  think  she  was  always  sitting  for  her  picture  to  her 
biographer. 

Madame  de  Bodifort*  is  different  from  all  the  rest  Her  undei>> 
standing  is  just  and  deUcate ;  with  a  finesse  of  wit  that  is  the  result 
of  reflection.  Her  manner  is  soft  and  feminine,  and  though  a 
mvanie,  without  any  dedarod  {nretensions.  She  is  the  deemU  friend 
of  Monsieur  de  Nivemois ;  for  you  must  not  believe  a  syllable  of 
what  you  read  in  <heir  novels.  It  requires  the  greatest  eunoaUy,  «r 
the  greatest  habitude,  to  discover  flie  smallest  connexion  between 
the  sexes  here.  No  femiliariiy,  but  under  the  vefl  of  friendship, 
is  permitted,  and  Love's  dictionary  is  as  much  prohibited,  as  at  first 
sight  one  should  think  his  ritual  was.  All  you  hear,  and  that  pro- 
nounced with  nonchalance,  is,  that  Manaimir  un  tel  has  had  MaAime 
une  teUe. 

The  Duo  de  Nivemois  has  parts,  and  writes  at  the  top  of 
the  mediocre,  but,  as  Madame  Gfeoffiin  says,  is  manquS  par  taui; 
guerrier  manquS,  ambasaadeur  tnanquSy  hamme  $  affaires  manqui^  and 
a/mimT  manquf^no,  he  is  not  homme  de  nai8$anee  manquS.  He 
would  think  freely,  but  has  some  ambition  of  being  governor  to  die 
Dauphin,  and  is  more  afraid  of  his  wife  and  daughter,  who  are  eode- 
siastio  fiigots.  The  former  out-chatters  the  Duke  of  Newcastle ;  and 
the  latter,  Madame  de  Gisors,  exhausts  Mr.  Pitt's  eloquenoe  in 
defence  of  the  Archbishop  of  Paris.    Monsieur  de  Nivemois  lives  in 

'  Le  Comte  de  Manxepu,  who  was  msnied  to  a  sUier  of  the  Dae  de  la  Valli^re,  had 
been  minister  of  marine,  and  diagzaoed,  aa  Walpole  aayi,  at  the  instigation  of  the 
reigning  miaireas,  Madame  de  Pompadour.  Upon  the  dttth  of  Loola  Qninze,  he  waa 
immediately  summoned  to  assist  in  the  formation  of  the  ministry  of  his  sneceeeor.^ 
Weight. 

'  Kadame  de  Rochefort,  nfe  Bnincas.~WBioBf . 
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a  flmaU  eilde  of  depondeiit  adiiiiraai»  aftd  Mmhwit  do  Bochfort  la 
hiid^iixiBBtefli  fiir  a  flnudl  sslurv  (tf  cradiL 

Hm  DadieflB  of  C!lMiiaeul«'  the  only  young  one  of  those  heioinesi  is 
not  very  pratty»  bat  has  fine  eyes*  and  is  a  little  model  in  waxwork» 
which  not  being  allowed  to  spettk  for  some  time  as  incapablo,  has  a 
hesitation  and  modssty,  the  latter  of  which  the  Court  has  not  ouredy 
and  the  fcnner  of  whieh  is  atoned  for  by  the  most  interesting  sound 
of  voftoe^  and  forgotten  in  the  most  elegant  torn  and  propriety  of 
expression  OhI  it  is  the  gentlesti amiable^  cLvillittle  oreature  that 
ever  came  out  of  a  £Eury  eggl  so  just  in  its  phrases  and  thoughts,  so 
attentiTe  and  good-natured  I  Eyerybody  loves  it  but  its  husbtmd, 
who  prefers  his  own  sister  the  Duohesse  de  Qrammont^'  an  Ama^ 
flonian,  fieroe,  haughty  dame,  who  lofes  and  hates  arbitrarily,  and  is 
detested.  Madame  de  Choiseiilt  passionately  fond  of  her  husband» 
was  the  martyr  of  this  union,  but  at  last  submitted  with  a  good 
graoe;  has  gained  a  little  oredit  with  him,  and  is  still  believed 
to  idolize  him.  But  I  doubt  it — she  takes  too  much  pains  to  pro- 
fess it 

I  cannot  finish  my  list  without  adding  a  much  more  oonmion 
oharaoter — but  more  complete  in  its  kind  than  any  of  the  foregoing^ 
the  Mar^chale  de  Luxembourg.*  She  has  been  very  handsome^  veiy 
abandoned,  and  very  nuschievous.    Her  beauty  is  gone,  her  lovers 


>  Lt  DnAheHe  dn  OKoiaeol,  n6e  da  GhateL  Ths  hiubtnd  appears  to  have  been 
more  attached  to  her  than  Walpole  tappoeed ;  at  least  if  we  may  Judge  from  his  will, 
in  which  he  desires,  that  they  may  be  hnried  in  the  same  gimTe,  and  eacprssses  his 
gvatiflealion  ai  the  idea  of  reposing  by  the  side  of  one  whiom  he  had,  duing  his  life> 
time,  cherished  and  respected  so  highly. — WaioBT. 

*  La  Duchesse  de  Qnunmont,  siirter  of  the  Doke  of  Cholsenl,  does  not  appear  to 
hare  deserred  the  ehameier  iHdch  Walpole  has  here  gifen  of  her.  She  was  thus  d»> 
seribed,  in  1761,  hj  Mr.  Hans  Stanly,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  PiU  ^-"  The  Bachess  is  the 
only  person  who  has  any  weight  with  her  brother,  the  Dnc  de  ChoiseoL  She  nerer 
dissembles  her  contempt  or  dislike  of  any  man,  in  whaterer  degrse  of  eleration.  It  is 
said  she  might  hare  soppUed  the  place  of  Madame  de  Pompadoir,  if  she  had  pleased. 
She  treats  the  ceremoniee  and  pageants  of  conrts  as  things  beneath  her :  she  possesses 
a  most  uncommon  share  of  understanding,  and  has  rery  high  notions  of  honour  and 
reputation."  The  crowning  act  of  her  life  militates  strongly  against  Walpole's  views. 
When  brought  before  the  Bevolutionary  tribunal,  in  April  1794,  after  having  been 
scixed  by  order  of  Robespierre,  she  astonished  her  judges  by  the  graoe  and  dimity  of 
her  demeanour ;  and  pleaded,  not  Ibr  her  own  life,  Mit  eloquently  for  that  of  her  friend, 
ia  Duchesse  du  Chatelet :  '*Qae  ma  mort  solt  d^cidte,"  she  said;  *'  cela  ne  m'<;tonae 
pas ;  mais,"  pointing  to  her  friend,  "  pour  cet  ange,  en  quol  vous  a-t-elle  oflTens^  t — elle 
qui  n'a  jamids  faittort  i^  personne,  et  dont  la  vie  entl^re  n'offre  qu*un  tableau  de  vertu 
et  de  bien&isance."    Bo^  suffered  upon  the  lame  scaflTold. — Waienr. 

'  La  Mar6chale  Duchesse  de  Luxembourg,  sister  to  the  Due  de  VilleroL  Her  fint 
husband  was  the  Due  de  Bouf&ers,  by  whom  she  had  a  son,  the  Due  de  BouiBers,  who 
died  at  Genoa  of  the  small-pox.  She  afterwards  married  the  Mar^chal  Due  de  Lnxem- 
Douig,  at  whose  country-seat,  Montmorency,  Rousseau  was  long  an  inmate.— Waionr. 
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are  gone,  and  dbe  (iiiiiks  the  devil  is  ooming.  This  dejeedon  Iiaa 
floftaied  her  into  bemg  ralher  agreeaUe^  lor  she  has  wit  and  good- 
breeding ;  bat  yoa  would  swear,  by  the  resflesBneas  of  her  penoa 
and  the  honors  she  oannot  ooneeal,  that  she  had  signed  flie  oompael^ 
and  ezpeoted  to  be  called  upon  in  a  week  for  tibe  peiftnnanee. 

I  oonld  add  many  piotoresy  but  n<me  so  remaikiMe.  In  Aoae  I 
send  you  there  is  not  a  feature  bestowed  graias  or  emggemted.  For 
the  beantiesy  of  wfaibh  there  are  a  few  eonsideraU^  as  Mesdames  de 
Brionne,  de  Monaoo,  et  d'Sjgmont^  they  have  not  yet  lost  tibeir 
eharaeten,  nor  got  any. 

Yoa  most  not  attiibate  my  iniimaey  with  Paris  to  ouiosity  alone. 
An  aooident  nnlooked  the  doorB  tat  me.  Tbat  paate-par^toiii  called 
the  feshion,  has  made  them  fly  open— and  what  do  yoa  think  was 
that  feshionP — ^I  mysel£ — YeS|  like  Qoeen  Seanor  in  the  ballad,  I 
sank  at  Gharing  Gross,  and  have  risen  in  the  Eanzbooig  St  Ger- 
main. ApttUatmime  on  BoosseaOt  whose  arrival  here  in  his  way  to 
yoa  brought  me  acqoainted  with  many  anecdotes  confeimaUe  to  tiie 
idea  I  had  oonoeived  of  him,  got  aboat^  was  liked  moch  more  than  it 
deserved,  spread  like  wild-fire,  and  made  me  the  subject  of  convet^ 
sation.  Bousseaa's  devotees  were  ofended.  Madame  de  Boafflen^ 
with  a  tone  of  sentiment,  and  the  accents  of  lamenting  homamty, 
abased  me  heartQy,  and  then  complained  to  myself  with  the  otmcst 
softness.  I  acted  contrition,  bat  had  like  to  have  spoQed  all,  by 
growing  dreadfblly  tired  of  a  second  lecture  from  tibe  Prince  of  Gonti, 
who  took  ap  the  ball,  and  made  himself  the  hero  of  a  histoiy 
wherein  he  had  nothing  to  do.  I  listened,  did  not  understand  half 
he  said  (nor  he  neither),  foigot  the  rest,  said  Yes  when  I  should 
have  said  No,  yawned  when  I  should  have  smiled,  and  was  very 
penitent  when  I  should  hare  rejoioed  at  my  pardon.  Madame  die 
Boufflers  was  mora  distreseed,  fer  he  owned  twenty  times  more  than 
I  had  said :  she  frowned,  and  made  him  signs  ;  bat  she  had  vround 
up  his  daok,  and  there  was  no  stopping  it  The  moment  she  grew 
angry,  the  lord  of  the  house  grew  charmed,  and  it  has  been  my  feult 
if  I  am  not  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  sect : — bat,  when  I  left  a 
triumphant  party  in  England,  I  did  not  come  here  to  be  at  flie  head 
of  a  fashion.  However,  I  have  been  sent  for  abont  like  an  African 
prince,  or  a  learned  canary-bird,  and  was,  in  particular,  carried  by 
force  to  the  Princess  of  Tafanond,'  the  Qaeen's  cousin,  who  lives  in 


*  The  Prine6«  of  Tftlmoiid  wm  bom  in  PoUnd,  and  ttid  to  be  aOiidio  the  Qaeea, 
lierie  [<flf«inrt>,  with  whom  she  came  to  Fnnoo^  and  there  married  a  prince  of  the 
home  of  Bouillon.— Wuout. 
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a  charitable  apartment  in  the  Loxemboiirg,  and  was  sittmg  on  a 
small  bed  bnng  iritb  saintB  and  SobieBkiSi  in  a  corner  of  one  of  those 
vast  chambers,  by  two  blinking  tapers.  I  stombled  over  a  cat,  afoot* 
stool,  and  a  chamber-pot  in  my  jonmey  to  her  presence.  She  could 
not  find  a  eyllable  to  say  to  me,  and  thcTisit  ended  wi<h  her  begging 
a  lap-dog.  Thank  the  Lord  I  though  this  is  the  first  month,  it  is 
the  last  week  of  my  reign;  and  I  shall  resign  my  crown  with  great 
satisfiiction  to  a  bcmMB  of  diestnnts,  which  is  just  invented,  and 
whose  annals  will  be  ilhistrated  by  so  many  indigestions,  that  Paris 
will  not  want  anything  dse  these  three  weeks.  I  will  enclose  the 
&tal  letter'  after  I  have  finished  this  enormous  one ;  to  whidi  I  will 
only  add,  that  nothing  has  interrupted  my  B€vign4  researches  but 
the  frost  The  Abb^  de  Malesheibes  has  given  me  full  power  to 
ransack  liviy.  I  did  not  tell  you,  that  by  great  accident,  when  I 
thought  on  nothing  less,  I  stumbled  on  an  original  picture  of  the 
Gomte  de  Grammoni  Adieu !  Tou  are  generally  in  London  in 
Mardi ;  I  shall  be  there  by  the  end  of  it* 
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Paris,  Feb.  Z,  1760. 

I  HAB  the  honour  of  writing  to  your  ladyship  on  the  4th  and  12th 
of  last  month,  which  I  only  mention,  because  the  latter  went  by  the 
post,  which  I  have  found  is  not  always  a  safe  conveyance. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you,  Madam,  that  you  will  not  see  Mm^ftmft 
OeoflBtm  this  year,  as  she  goes  to  Poland  in  May.    The  King  has 
invited  her,  promised  her  an  apartment  exactly  in  her  own  way,  and 
y  that  she  shall  see  nobody  but  whom  she  chooses  to  see.    This  will 

t  not  surprise  you,  Madam ;  but  what  I  shall  add,  will ;  though  I 

must  bqg^  your  ladyship  not  to  mention  it  even  to  her,  as  it  is  an 
^  absolute  secret  here,  as  she  does  not  know  that  I  know  it,  and  as  it 

i'  was  trusted  to  me  by  a  friend  of  yours.    Li  short,  there  are  thoughts 

fv  of  sending  her  with  a  pubUc  character,  or  at  least  with  a  commission 


*  The  letter  fiom  the  King  of  Pnueift  to  Boumml— Walpoli. 

*  Gray,  in  reference  to  thU  letter,  wrltee  thw  to  Dr.  Wlutfton,  on  the  5th  of  Kerch : 
— "  Mr.  Welpole  writee  me  now  and  then  a  long  and  lively  letter  from  Pkria,  to  which 

f  place  he  went  the  last  tommery  with  the  govt  npon  him ;  eometimM  in  hii  limbs ; 

^  often  in  hia  stomach  and  head.    He  has  got  somehow  well,  (not  hy  means  of  the 

dimate,  one  would  think,)  goea  to  all  pnblio  plaoes,  sees  all  the  best  company,  and  is 
▼ery  much  in  Ihshion.     He  says  he  sank,  like  Qneen  Eleanor,  at  Charing-cross,  and 

/  has  risen  again  at  Paris.    He  returns  again  in  April ;  bat  his  health  is  certainly  in  a 

deplorable  state.**—  Works  hy  Mit/ord,  toI.  It.  p.  79.— Wriobt. 
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fromhenoe — av«ry6ztniord]tiaiyhoxiQur»aitdIih]iiki^ 
but  on  the  Mar^ale  de  Qnihriaat.'  Ab  the  Dossona  have  been 
talked  of,  and  as  Madame  Geeflbin  has  enemies,  its  being  known 
might  make  her  nneasy  that  it  was  known.  I  shonldhaYe  toldit  to 
no  mortal  but  yonr  ladyship ;  but  I  oonld  not  resist  gi^iog  you  sneh  a 
pleasure.  In  your  answer,  Madami,  I  ne0d  not  warn  you  not  to 
specify  what  I  have  told  you. 

My  &your  here  oontinues ;  and  fitvour  never  displeases.  To  me^ 
koo,  it  is  a  noveliyy  and  I  naturally  love  curiositifis.  Hioweyer,  I 
must  be  looking  towards  home«  and  have  perhaps  only  been  treasure 
ing  up  regret  At  worst  I  have  filled  my  mind  with  a  new  set  of 
ideas;  some  resouroe  to  amanwho  washeartilytiFed  of  hisoldcmes. 
When  I  tell  your  ladyship  that  I  play  at  whisk,  and  bear  even 
French  music,  you  will  not  wonder  at  any  change  in  me.  Yet  I  am 
&r  from  pretending  to  like  eveiybody,  or  everything  I  see.  There  are 
some  chapters  on  which  I  still  fear  we  shall  not  agree;  but  I  will  do 
your  ladyship  the  justice  to  own,  that  you  have  never  said  a  syllable 
too  much  in  behalf  of  the  friends  to  whom  you  was  so  good  as  to 
recommend  me.  Madame  d'Egmont,  whom  I  have  mentioned  but 
little,  is  one  of  the  best  women  in  the  world,  and,  though  not  at  all 
striking  at  first,  gains  upon  one  much.  Colonel  Qordon,  with  this 
letter,  brings  you.  Madam,  some  more  seeds  from  her.  I  have  a  box 
of  pomatums  for  you  from  Madame  de  Boufflers,  which  shall  go  by 
the  nest  conveyance  that  offers.  As  he  waits  for  my  parcel,  I  can 
only  repeat  how  much  I  am  your  ladyship's  most  obliged  and  fjaithful 
humble  servant. 
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Fork,  FA.  i,  1766. 

I  WRITE  on  small  paper,  that  the  nothing  I  have  to  say  may  look 
like  a  letter.  Paris,  that  supplies  me  with  diversions,  affords  me  no 
news.  England  sends  me  none,  on  which  I  care  to  talk  by  the  post 
All  seems  in  confusion ;  but  I  have  done  with  politics  I 

The  marriage  of  your  cousins  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  two  owls, 
whom  the  Yizier  in  some  Eastern  tale  told  the  Sultan  were  treating 
on  a  match  between  their  children,  on  whom  they  were  to  settle  I 

'  Sent  with  tlie  character  of  BmbamadreM  from  Ixmb  XIII.  to  the  King  of  Poland 
Ml.  Walpole,  in  a  robaeqnent  letter,  owns  having  been  misinformed  with  reepeei  to 
Madame  Qeoffrin ;  no  each  plan  having  ever  been  really  in  agitation. — Baaar. 
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doa't  know  how  many  mmed  villagn.    Tnmbl«  not  your  hind  about 
h.    OoT  anoestars  ven  rogoes,  and  ao  irill  oar  posterity  be. 

Madame  Boland  has  nnt  to  me,  by  Lady  Jeniingham,'  to  beg  my 
irorka.  She  shall  oertainly  have  tham  -^ea  I  return  to  S^if^and } 
bat  hoT  cornea  she  to  fiirget  that  yo«  and  I  are  frieods  f  or  doea  she 
ttunk  that  all  T^iglii;tiTTnin  quarrel  <hi  party  f  If  she  doee,  iiwthi'^l"! 
she  is  a  good  deal  in  the  right,  and  it  is  one  of  the  reaaona  why  I 
have  bid  adiea  to  poEtioa,  that  I  may  not  be  expected  to  lore  those 
I  hat^  and  hate  thoee  I  lore.  I  sof^ied  last  ni^t  with  the  Doohesa 
de  Ohoiseal,  and  saw  a  magmfioent  robe  she  is  to  wear  to-day  for  a 
great  wedding  between  a  Biron*  and  a  Boofflen.  It  is  of  blue  sstan, 
embroidered  all  orer  in  a  moeaio,  dismond-wiae,  with  gold :  in  every 
diamond  is  a  silver  star  edged  with  gold,  and  sorroonded  with  spaib- 
^es  in  the  same  way ;  it  ia  trimmed  with  doable  sables,  orossed  with 
firags  and  tassels  of  gold ;  her  head,  neck,  breast,  and  anns,  covered 
with  dianurnds.  She  will  be  qaite  the  fairy  qneoi,  for  itis  the  pret- 
tiest little  reasonable  amiable  Titania  yoa  ever  saw ;  bat  Oberon  does 
not  love  it.  He  prefers  a  great  mortal  Hermioae  his  cuter.  I  long 
to  hear  that  yoa  are  lodged  ia  Arlington^traet,  and  invested  with 
yoor  green  livery ;  and  I  love  Lord  Beanliea  for  his  aidom.*  Adiea  t 
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Paru.HA.t.nte. 
I  coMGBAiniATB  the  suooees  of  yoar  laboara  *  as  a  Minister,  thoogh 

'  Muj,  ddeat  dMjhtor,  tnd  erentiu]]}  helnat,  ofFniieli  Plowdan,  EM|.,b7  Uaij, 
ddMt  dwighter  of  tite  Hon.  John  SUlRird  Honrd,  jonuger  wm  of  the  onfortomU 
Loid  SUffonl,  wife  of  Sir  G«atg«  Jerainghm.— Wbiohs. 

*  The  Doe  de  I«iimi,  who,  upOD  the  death  ot  hi*  nnde,  the  Hartehal  de  Blma, 
became  Dne  d«  Biron,  muried  theh^i«Muidoiitj  ehUdoTlheDocde  Boofflen,  who 
died  tt  QenoL  The  murlage  proved  en  anhipp;  ono,  kod  the  DocfaoM  twka  took 
Tcftigein  EogUnd  tt  tiie  bteddngoat  of  the  Fren^  raTolntlon ;  bat  hninsi  InlTBS, 
DiudTiiedlj  retnrned  to  Pirli,  ihs  peilshed  oa  the  *t«0bld  In  one  of  the  bloodj  pro- 
■ariptioni  or  Bobeeplerre.  At  Uie  beginning  of  that  nvotntlon,  the  Dnke  eqionwd 
the  popolnr  sMue,  ud  ergn  eotnmaoded  en  enny  nndor  the  eidon  of  the  legliUllTe 
uKmblj ;  bat  in  the  atonni  that  looceeded,  being  altogether  nneqaal  either  to  item 
the  torrent  of  papular  faij  or  to  direct  iti  araru,  he  fell  bj  the  ginillotlne  earl;  In 
ITBt-Waioa*. 

*  That  ia,  hia  K oDtagnedom— hU  lore  for  the  Caa*,  aa  ha  called  the  UonUgnea.  I 
maj  mention  here  that  Walpole'i  oorrenpondeiit  la  the  onlj  commaner  Uontsgn — 
boried  with  the  Dokea  of  Manchester  in  their  vault  at  Kinbolton.  I  mw  hia  coAn 
there  aoiiDd  and  dry  in  tlieaamner  of  18GT. — ConriaanaK. 

*  Tbli  relatea  to  Sir  Horaoe  Hann'e  h*Ting.  by  order  of  hia  eoort,  inteipoMd  to  pro- 
vent  the  Pope  from  ackaowlcdKtng  the  eldut  aon  of  the  lale  Cheralier  de  St.  Oeorga 
aa  King  of  England.— Walnlb- 
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as  aa  Wnglwhniaii  I  am  very  iiidi£E6r«nt  aboat  the  matter.  It  is 
below  mioh  a  natum  as  England  to  trouble  its  bead  wbatber  an  old 
mmnper  at  Borne  oaUs  a  wretobed  fbgitm  JSi  (PIngkiUgrrm  or  Pfi»^ 
tipe  di  Oalka.  For  tbe  poor  lad's  followers  it  is  important^  and  any* 
thing  is  lucky  finr  them  ^t  prevents  ifaeir  going  to  Tybnm  fiir  faim. 
To  bimseli^  indeed,  it  is  oroel  to  be  refosed  an  empfy  title  by  an  old 
Dervisb  for  whom  be  lost  the  reality.  Borne  is  &e  only  spot  on 
earth  wfaere  he  can  exist  deoentlyi  as  at  least  he  would  take  (he  jw» 
of  many  saints.  To  call  him  Prince  of  Wales,  and  refuse  him  the 
kingship,  is  an  absurdity  worthy  of  an  Irish  patriarch.  Sere  they 
assign  many  reasons  fiv  the  refojBal,  as  the  jealousy  of  those  fiKila  the 
Boman  nobility ;  apprehensions  that  the  English  would  not  go  to 
Bome ;  as  if  they  had  never  gone  there  in  the  father's  time  t  ten- 
demess  to  the  Oaiholics  in  England,  who  are  actually  disturbed  there 
by  the  Bishop  of  Londcm,  which  they  were  notin  the  old  PreteDder^s 
time,  who  was  acknowledged;  other  fears,  from  the  rashness  and 
drunkenness  of  the  young  man's  character;  doubts  on  his  &ith,  the 
best  reason  of  all;  and  suspicions  (the  wonai  reason  of  all)  that  we 
have  bribed  the  congregation  of  cardinals.  I  should  be  Teiy  indig- 
nant  at  the  latter  reason ;  but  the  rapacity  of  English  members  of 
Parliament  reassures  me. 

There  are  rumours  here  of  a  coolness,  eren  of  quarrels,  between 
this  Court  and  the  n$w  Emperor,  who  it  is  said  insists  that  Parma 
should  be  held  as  a  fief  of  the  empire,  and  demands  restitution  of 
Lorraine.  It  would  not  surprise  me :  IVance,  as  Eng^d  has  done, 
will  find  that  the  Oourt  of  Yienna  obeys  no  law,  observes  no  tie,  but 
that  of  pride.  As  Eng^d  and  France  are  flie  two  powers  that  can 
hurt  one  another  the  most,  I  wish  them  fi)r  ever  connected.  If  this 
young  Gterman  Oaesar  begins  already,  I  know  where  he  will  end — at 
impatience  to  reign  over  his  mother's  estates. 

We  are  every  day  impatient  for  letters  from  Eng^d,  where  Mr. 
Pitf s  conduct  has  occasioned  great  confusion.  He  has  dedared  a 
little  fi>r  some  part  of  the  Administration,  but  strongly  against  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle;  violentiy  against  Lord  Bute;  peremptorily 
against  the  last  Ministry,  every  one  of  whose  acts  he  condemns;  and, 
what  is  stronger  than  all,  against  the  Parliament  itsd^  whii^  he  says 
has  taxed  America  without  a  right  to  do  so,  and  by  that  act  broke 
the  original  compact  His  fi>llowers  are  ezoeedingiy  few ;  yet  his 
name  makes  a  sort  of  party,  and  you  may  be  sure  he  has  all  the 
Americans  with  him.  Lord  Bute  acts  separately,  as  a  fourth  party 
— ^ho  is  allowed  to  do  so,  what  becomes  of  the  fiuth  pledged  to  the 
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present  Ministers^  when  fhey  were  niTited  and 
lead  f  jy*  he  should  joixi  Ihe  late  Oppoeitioi 
how  that  bargain  will  complete  the  soandalo 
sides  I — of  theirs  to  stoop  to  him  again ;  of 
from  self-interest,  to  his  master  those  who  stigi 
Act  of  Parliament !  How  jnstly  he  wiU  deserv 
of  the  Einf^s  flrimtdt  and  who  will  not  recoUe 
N0.46P 

Your  old  friend*  Lord  Fane/  is  dead,  and  hi 
ponnds  a^yeor  to  poor  LadySandwibh,'  who  ca] 
shut  np :  the  fiunily  blood  and  her  misforta 
head.  I  do  not  doubt  but  Sandwich  will  fine 
her  unhappy  situation. 

We  are  again  up  to  the  ears  in  snow,  yet  I 
am  become  Mb  French,  never  dine,  but  sup,  sii 
abed  all  day.  In  short,  heartily  enjoy  ^e  h 
myself  from  Parliament.  However,  I  think  ( 
the  end  of  March,  but  haye  some  suspicion  that 
steal  a  winter  here. 

If  my  philosophy  about  the  Bed  Biband  does 
least  you  must  not  wonder  that  your  want  oi 
persuade  me ;  though,  if  it  were  in  my  powei 
certainly  humour  you  with  it.  Your  vietorio 
the  House  of  Stuurt  adds  a  new  title  to  yoi 
change  should  happen  in  England,  I  do  not  tl 
obtain  it,  after  being  in  favour  with  the  present 
sent  reign  cannot  but  be  stormy,  while  there  iE 
too  notorious  a  coward  to  venture  his  person,  to 
treacherous  to  suffer  anybody  long  who  will  x 
Should  G^ige  Ghrenville  return  to  power,  I  she 
forted  to  see  equal  ambition,  equal  pride,  and 
to  an  idol  he  has  abandoned,  despised,  and  insul 
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I  CANKot  know  that  you  are  in  my  house,  a 

>  Charles,  TlBeoant  Tmm;  he  had  heea  mii^altr  ai  Fl 
Mann. — Waltoul 
'  Lady  Sandwich  waa  locond  slater  of  Lord  Vane.— Wilpi 
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weloome.  Indeed  you  are,  and  I  am  heartily  g^  yoa  are  pleased 
there.  I  hare  neiiher  matter  nor  time  for  more,  as  I  have  heard  of 
an  opportonity  of  sending  this  away  immediately  with  some  other 
letters.  News  do  not  happen  here  as  in  London ;  the  ParliameniB 
meet^  draw  up  a  remonstranoe,  ask  a  day  for  presenting  it,  hare  ilie 
day  named  a  week  after,  and  so  fortL  At  their  rate  of  going  on,  if 
Methnsalem  was  first  president,  he  would  not  see  the  end  of  a  sin^ 
question.  As  your  histories  are  somewhat  more  predpitaie,  I  wait 
for  their  coming  to  some  settleinent,  and  then  wOl  Jretom ;  hot,  if 
the  old  Ministers  are  to  he  replaced,  bastille  for  bastille,  I  think  I 
had  rather  stay  where  I  am.  I  am  not  half  so  mnoh  afraid  of  any 
power,  as  tiie  Frend&  are  of  Mr.  Pitt    Adien  I 


lOiS.   TO  THB  BBY.  WIUJAK  COLS. 
8n :  Paris,  FA.  2S»  1768. 

Ab  you  cannot,  I  beUeve,  get  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  Bonssean,  and 
are  impatient  for  it,  I  send  it  you ;  though  the  brevify  of  it  will  not 
answer  your  expectation.  It  is  no  answer  to  any  of  his  works,  and 
is  only  a  laugh  at  hi^  affectations.  I  hear  he  does  not  succeed  in 
England,  where  singularities  are  no  curio^ty.  Yet  he  must  stay 
there,  or  give  up  all  his  pretensions.  To  quit  a  country  where  he 
may  live  at  ease,  and  unpersecuted,  will  be  owning  that  tranquilliiy  is 
not  what  he  seeks.  If  he  again  seeks  persecution,  who  will  pity 
him  P  I  should  think  even  bigots  would  let  him  alone  out  of  con- 
tempi 

I  have  executed  your  commission  in  a  way  that  I  hope  will  please 
you.  As  you  tell  me  you  have  a  blue  cup  and  saucer,  and  a  red  one, 
and  would  have  them  completed  to  six,  without  being  all  alike,  I 
have  bought  one  other  blue,  one  other  red,  and  two  sprigged,  in  the 
same  manner,  with  colours ;  so  you  will  have  just  three  pair,  which 
seems  preferable  to  six  odd  ones ;  and  which,  indeed,  at  nineteen 
livres  a-piece,  I  think  I  could  not  hare  found. 

I  shall  keep  pretiy  near  to  the  time  I  proposed  returning ;  though 
I  am  a  little  tempted  to  wait  for  the  appearance  of  leaves.  As  I 
may  never  oome  luther  again,  I  am  disposed  to  see  a  little  of  their 
villas  and  gardens,  though  it  will  vex  me  to  lose  spzing  and  lilao-tide 
at  Strawberry.  The  weather  has  been  so  bad,  and  oontinues  so  cold, 
that  I  have  not  yet  seen  all  I  intend  in  Paris.  To-day,  I  have  been 
to  the  Plaine  de  Sablon,  by  the  Bois  de  Boulogne,  to  see  a  horse- 
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raoe  rid  la  peftsm  by  the  Oount  Laiiragtds  and  Ixnrd  Forbes.  All 
Paris  was  in  motion  hy  nine  o'dbck  this  morning,  and  the  coaches 
and  crowds  were  innnmeirable  at  so  novel  a  sight.  Would  you 
believe  it»  that  there  was  an  TgngliaKmim  to  whom  it  was  qmte  as 
new?  That  Englishman  was  I:  though  I  live  within  two  miles  of 
Honnslowy  have  be^  fifty  times  in  my  life  at  Newmarket,  and  haye 
passed  throng^  it  at  tke  time  ci  the  races,  I  never  before  saw  a  com* 
plete  one.  I  once  went  firam  Oambridge  on  purpose ;  saw  the 
beginning,  was  iiied,  and  went  away.  If  there  was  to  be  a  review 
in  Lapland,  perhaps  I  might  see  a  review,  too ;  which  yet  I  have 
never  seen.  Lanragais  was  distanced  at  the  seocmd  circuit.  What 
added  to  the  singolaiiiy  was,  that  at  the  same  instant  his  bro<her 
was  gone  to  dmroh  to  be  married.  But,  as  Lanragais  is  at  variance 
with  his  fiither  and  wife,  he  chose  this  expedient  to  show  he  was  not 
at  the  wedding.    Adieu  I 


1044.    TO  SIR  HORACE  MAKN. 

Paris,  Feb,  20, 1766. 

I  HAVE  received  your  letters  very  regularly,  and  though  I  have 
not  sent  you  nearly  so  many,  yet  I  have  not  been  wanting  to  our 
correspondence,  when  I  have  had  anything  particxdar  to  say,  or 
knew  what  to  say.  The  Duke  of  Sichmond  has  been  gone  to  Eng- 
land this  fortnight ;  he  had  a  great  deal  of  business,  besides  engage- 
ments here ;  and  if  he  has  failed  writing,  at  least  I  believe  he  re- 
ceived yours.  Mr.  Conway,  I  suppose,  has  received  them  too,  but 
not  to  my  knowledge ;  for  I  have  received  but  one  from  him  this 
age.  He  has  had  something  else  to  do  than  to  think  of  Pretenders, 
and  pretenders  to  pretensions.  It  has  been  a  question  (and  a  ques- 
tion scarcely  decided  yet)  not  only  whether  he  and  his  Mends  should 
remain  Ministers,  but  whether  we  should  not  draw  the  sword  on  our 
colonies,  and  provoke  them  and  the  manufacturers  at  home  to  re- 
bellion. The  goodness  of  Providence,  or  Fortune  by  its  pemussion, 
has  interposed,  and  I  hope  prevented  blood;  though  G^rge  Gren- 
ville  and  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  who  so  menafdlly  checked  our 
victories,  in  compassion  to  France,  grew  heroes  the  moment  there 
was  an  opportunity  of  conquering  our  own  brethren.    It  was  actually 

*  Jtanm,  dzteenili  Btion  Votbm,  nuurried,  1760,  Catharine,  only  (Unghtw  of  Sir 
Robert  Inaei,  Bart,  of  Orten.  He  wia  Deputy-  goTemor  of  Fort  WilUui,  and  died 
there  in  ISOi.— Weiobt. 
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moved  by  them  and  ibeir  banditti  to  aend  troops  to  AmmfiL  The 
stout  Earl  of  Bute,  who  is  never  afiraid  when  not  penonally  m 
danger,  joined  bia  troops  to  bis  andent  finenda,  late  foes,  and  now 
new  allies.  Yet  this  second  raoe  of  Spaniaxdsy  ao  fond  of  gold  and 
thirsting  after  Amerioan  blood,  were  rented  by  274 ;  their  whole 
force  amonnting  bnt  to  134.  The  Earl,  afltonished  at  this  defeat, 
had  reconzse  to  that  kind  of  pdiey  which  Machiarel  recommenda  in 
his  ohapter  of  back-Uairs,  Chesar  himself  disavowed  his  MiniateiB, 
and  declared  he  had  not  been  for  the  repeal,  and  liiat  his  senrants 
had  nsed  his  name  without  his  pennission.  A  papei  was  prodnoed 
to  his  eyes,  which  proved  this  denial  an  equivocation.  Hie  Ministers, 
instead  of  tossing  their  places  into  the  middle  of  the  closet,  as  I 
should  have  done,  had  tiie  courage  and  virtue  to  stand  finn,  and 
save  both  Europe  and  America  from  destruction. 

At  that  instant,  who  do  you  tiiink  presented  himself  as  Lord 
Bute's  guardian  angel  P  only  one  of  his  bitterest  enemies :  a  milk- 
white  angel  [Duke  of  York],  white  even  to  his  eyas  and  eye-laahea, 
very  purblind,  and  whose  t(mgne  runs  like  a  ftddle-sticL  You  have 
seen  this  divinity,  and  have  prayed  to  it  for  a  Biband*  WeU,  this 
god  of  love  became  the  god  of  politics,  and  contrived  meetings  be- 
tween Bute,  Orenville,  and  Bedford ;  but^  what  happens  to  high- 
waymen qfter  a  robbery,  happened  to  them  be/ore;  they  quarrdled 
about  the  division  of  the  plunder,  before  they  had  made  the  capture 
— and  thus,  when  the  last  letters  came  away,  the  repeal  was  likely 
to  pass  in  both  houses,  and  tyranny  once  more  despairs. 

This  is  the  quintessence  of  the  present  situation  in  England.  To 
how  many  North  Britons,  No.  45,  will  that  wretched  Scot  furmsh 
matter  P  But  let  us  talk  of  your  Cardinal  Duke  of  York :  so  his 
folly  has  left  his  brother  in  a  worse  situation  than  he  took  him  up ! 
York  seems  a  titie  fated  to  sit  on  silly  heads— or  don't  let  us  talk  of 
him ;  he  is  not  worth  it 

I  am  as  sorry  for  the  death  of  Lady  Hilsborough,'  as  I  suppoee 
Mr.  Skreene  is  glad  of  his  consort's  departure.  She  was  a  common 
creature,  bestowed  on  the  public  by  Lord  Sandwich,  Lady  Hils- 
borough  had  sense  and  merit,  and  is  a  great  loss  to  her  fomily.  By 
letters  hither,  we  hear  miserable  accounts  of  poor  Sir  James  Mao- 
donald ;  pray  let  him  know  that  I  have  written  to  him,  and  how 
much  I  am  concerned  for  his  situation. 

^  Ladj  Miry  Fitig«nU,  dftvghier  of  tha  Eiil  of  Kildan,  •adflnl  wtfoofWrnaHO^ 
flnt  Swl  of  HlUboroogh.— Walpou. 
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This  Court  is  plimged  into  anofher  deep  moumiiig  for  the  death 
of  old  Stanidaiifly  who  fell  into  the  fire ;  it  oanght  his  night-gown 
and  hnmt  him  terribly  before  he  got  assistanoe.  His  subjects  are  in 
despair,  for  he  was  a  model  of  goodness  and  humanity ;  uniting  or 
rather  ereatingy  generosity  from  economy.  The  Poles  had  not  the 
sense  to  re-elect  him,  after  his  virtues  were  proTed,  they  who  had 
ehosen  him  before  they  knew  him.  I  am  told  such  was  the  old 
man's  affection  for  his  country,  and  persuasion  that  he  ought  to  do 
all  the  good  he  could,  that  he  would  have  gone  to  Poland  if  they 
had  offiared  him  the  crown.  He  has  left  six  hundred  thousand 
Uyres,  and  a  rente  viagere  of  forfy  thousand  crowns  to  the  Queen, 
saved  from  the  sale  dT  his  Polish  estates,  frx>m  his  pension  of  two 
millions,  and  from  his  own  liberalify.  His  buildings,  his  employ- 
ment of  the  poor,  his  magnificence,  and  his  economy,  were  conistant 
topics  of  adiniration.  Not  only  the  court-tables  were  regularly  and 
nobly  served,  but  he  treated,  and  defrayed  his  old  enemy's '  grand- 
daughter, the  Princess  Christina,  on  her  journey  hither  to  see  her 
sister  the  Dauphiness.  When  mesdames  his  grand-daughters  made 
him  an  unexpected  visit,  he  was  so  disturbed  for  fear  it  should 
derange  his  finances,  which  he  thought  were  not  in  advance,  that  he 
shut  himself  up  for  an  hour  with  his  treasurer,  to  find  resources ; 
was  charmed  to  know  he  should  not  run  in  debt,  and  entertained 
them  magnificently.  His  end  was  calm  and  gay,  like  his  life,  though 
he  suffered  terribly,  and  he  said  ao  extraordinary  a  life  could  not 
finish  in  a  common  way.  To  a  lady  who  had  set  her  ruffle  on  fiire, 
and  scorched  her  arm  about  the  same  time,  he  said,  **  Madame,  nous 
brulons  du  m£me  feu."  The  poor  Queen  had  sent  him  the  very 
night-gown  that  occasioned  his  death :  he  wrote  to  her,  **  C^toit 
pour  me  tenir  chaud,  mais  il  m'a  tenu  trop  chaud.'' 

Yesterday  we  had  the  funeral  oration  on  the  Dauphin ;  and  are 
soon  to  have  one  on  Stanislaus.  It  is  a  noble  subject ;  but  if  I  had 
leisure,  I  would  compose  a  grand  funeral  oration  on  the  number  of 
princes  dead  within  these  six  months.  What  fine  pictures,  con- 
trasts, and  comparisons  they  would  fiimish !  The  Buke  of  Parma 
and  the  King  of  Denmark  reigning  virtuously  with  absolute  power ! 
The  Emperor  at  the  head  of  Europe,  and  encompassed  with  mimic 
Boman  eagles,  tied  to  the  apron-strings  of  a  bigoted  and  jealous 
virago.  The  Dauphin  cultivating  virtues  under  the  shade  of  so 
bright  a  crown,  and  shining  only  at  the  moment  that  he  was 

^  Angiutiu  II.,  Eleetor  of  Saxony  tad  King  of  PoUad.— WALrou, 

VOL  IT.  II 
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Bnaldied  from  the  prospect  of  empiie.  The  oldTPxetender  wasting 
away  in  obaoarity  and  misfortune,  after  smriying  the  Doke  of 
Omnberland,  who  had  given  the  last  hlowto  the  hopes  of  his  fiunily; 
and  Stanislaus  perishing  by  an  aocident, — he  who  had  swam  over 
the  billows  raised  by  Peter  the  Great  and  Gharles  XTT.,  and  reign- 
ing, while  his  suooessor  and  second  of  his  name  was  reigning  on  his 
throne.  It  is  not  taking  from  the  funereal  part  to  add,  that  when  so 
many  good  princes  die,  the  Gzarina  is  still  living  I 

The  public  again  thinks  itself  on  the  eve  of  a  war,  by  the  recall  ct 
Btahremberg,  the  Imperial  Minister.  It  seems  at  hast  to  destroy 
the  expectation  of  a  match  betweoi  the  youngest  Ardhduchess  and 
the  Dauphin,  which  it  was  fliought  Stahxembeig  remained  here  to 
bring  about  I  like  your  Ghreat  Duke  for  feeling  the  loss  of  hia 
Minister.  It  is  seldom  that  a  young  sovereign  misses  a  governor 
before  he  tastes  the  fimits  of  his  own  incapacity. 

MardilaL 

We  have  got  more  letters  from  England,  where  the  Ministers  are 
still  triumphant  They  had  a  majority  of  108  on  the  day  that  it 
was  voted  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  stamp-act  Geoige  Gren- 
viUe's  ignorance  and  blunders  were  displayed  to  his  &ce  and  to  the 
whole  world ;  he  was  hissed  through  the  Court  of  Bequests,  where 
Mr.  Conway  was  huzza'd.  It  went  still  £Eurther  for  Mr.  Pit^  whom 
the  mob  accompanied  home  with  "  lo  Pitts  I"  This  is  new  for  an 
opposition  to  be  so  unpopular.    Adieu  I 
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Pam,  Manh  8, 17M. 

I  wnrrE  because  I  ought»  and  because  I  have  promised  you  I 
would,  and  because  I  have  an  opportunity  by  Monsieur  de  liUebonne^ 
and  in  spite  of  a  better  reason  for  being  silent,  which  is,  that  I  have 
nothing  to  say.  People  marry,  die,  and  are  promoted  heie,  about 
whom  neither  you  nor  I  care  a  straw.  No,  truly,  and  I  am  heartily 
tired  of  them,  as  you  may  believe  when  I  am  preparing  to  return. 
There  is  a  man  in  the  n^  room  actually  nailing  my  boxes ;  yet  it 
will  be  the  beginning  of  April  before  I  am  at  home.  I  have  not  had 
so  much  as  a  cold  in  all  this  Siberian  winter,  and  I  will  not  venture 
the  tempting  the  gout  by  lying  in  a  bad  inn,  till  the  weather  is 
warmer.    I  wish,  too,  to  see  a  few  leaves  out  at  Yersailles,  &o.    If 
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I  stayed  till  Atigast  I  oould  not  see  many;  for  there  is  not  a  tree 
for  twenty  miles,  that  is  not  hacked  and  hewed,  till  it  looks  like 
the  stamps  that  beggars  thrust  into  ooadhes  to  exoite  charity  and 
misoarnages. 

I  am  going  this  evening  in  search  of  Madame  Boland ;  I  doubt  we 
shall  both  miss  eaoh  oflier's  lilies  and  roses :  she  may  have  got  some 
peoniesin  their  room,  bat  mine  are  replaced  with  orocoses. 

I  love  Lord  Harooort  for  his  ciTility  to  you ;  and  I  woold  fain  see 
you  situated  under  the  greenwood-tree,  eren  by  a  compromise.  Tou 
may  imagine  I  am  pleased  with  the  defeat,  hisses,  and  mortification 
of  (George  Ghrenville,  and  the  more  by  the  disappointment  it  has 
occasioned  here.  If  you  have  a  mind  to  vex  fliem  thoroughly,  you 
must  make  Mr.  Pitt  Minister.'  They  have  not  forgot  him,  whatever 
we  have  done. 

The  Song  has  suddenly  been  here  this  morning  to  hold  9l  lU  A 
jmUce :  I  don't  yet  know  the  particulars,  except  that  it  was  occa^ 
sioned  by  some  bold  remonstrances  of  the  Parliament  on  iiie  subject 
of  that  of  Bretagne.  Louis  told  me  when  I  waked,  that  the  Doke 
de  ChetreuUj  the  governor  of  Paris,  was  just  gone  by  in  great  state. 
I  long  to  chat  with  Mr.  Chute  and  you  in  the  blue  room  at  Straw- 
berry :  though  I  have  little  to  write,  I  have  a  great  deal  to  say. 
How  do  you  like  his  new  house  P  has  he  no  goutP  Are  your 
cousins  Oortes  and  Pizzaro  heartily  mortified  that  they  are  not  to 
roast  and  plunder  the  Americans  P  Is  Gh)ody  Carlisle  disappointed 
at  not  being  appointed  grand  inquisitor  P  Adieu  I  I  will  not  seal 
this  till  I  have  seen  or  missed  Madame  Boland.    Yours  ever. 

P.  S.  I  have  been  prevented  going  to  Madame  Boland,  and  must 
deSsr  giving  an  account  of  her  by  this  letter. 


1040.    TO  JAMES  CBAWFORD,  BSQ.^ 

Pair%»,  Marck  6, 1766. 

Too  cannot  conceive,  my  dear  Sir,  how  happy  I  was  to  receive 

1  Mr.  Genvd  Hamilton,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Csloaft,  of  the  7th,  eayi :— "Gkenville 
and  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  people  oontinne  to  oppose,  in  erery  stage,  the  pasMge  of 
the  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  The  reports  of  the  day  ars,  th*t  Mr.  Pitt  wiU 
go  into  the  House  of  Lords^  and  form  an  anangement^  which  he  will  oonntenanoa."— 

WUOHT. 

*  How  first  printed.  Janes  Crawford,  of  Anchinames^  Benfrewshire,  the  friend  of 
Unme,  eommonly  ealled  FUk  Cmwford.~CumnioHAM. 
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your  letters,  not  so  much  for  my  own  sake  as  for  Madame  du  Bef- 
fimd's.  I  do  not  mean  merely  from  the  pleasure  your  letter  gave 
her,  but  because  it  wipes  off  the  reproaches  she  has  undergone  on 
your  acoonnt.  They  have  at  once  twitted  her  with  her  partiality 
for  youy  and  your  indiflEerence.  Even  that  sUly  Madame  de  la 
Yalidre  has  been  quite  rude  te  her  on  your  subjeoL  Tou  will  not 
be  surprised ;  you  saw  a  good  deal  of  their  falsehood  and  8pite»  and 
I  have  seen  much  more.  They  haye  not  only  the  faults  oommon  to 
the  human  heart,  but  that  additional  meanness  and  malice  which  is 
produced  by  an  arbitrary  Gk>Yemm6nt,  under  which  the  subjects  dare 
not  look  up  to  anjrthing  great. 

The  King  has  just  thunderstruck  the  Parliament,  and  they  are 
all  charmed  with  the  thought  that  they  are  still  to  grovel  at  the 
foot  of  the  throne — but  let  us  talk  of  something  more  meri- 
torious.   Your  good  old  woman  wept  like  a  child,  with  her  poor 
no  eyes  as  I  read  your  letter  to  her.    I  did  not  wonder ;  it  is  kind, 
friendly,  delicate  and  just — so  just  fliat  it  vexes  me  to  be  ftnoed 
so  continually  to  combat  the  goodness  of  her  heart,  and  destroy 
her  £9nd  visions  of  friendship.    Ah  I  but^  said  die  at  last^  he  does 
not  talk  of  returning  I    I  told  her,  if  anything  could  bring  you  back* 
or  me  eilher,  it  would  be  desire  of  seeing  her.    I  think  so  of  you, 
and  I  am  sure  so  of  myself.    If  I  had  steid  here  still,  I  have  leemt 
nothing  but  to  know  them  more  thoroughly.    Their  barbarity  and 
injustice  to  our  good  old  friend  is  indescribable :  one  of  the  worst  is 
just  dead,  Madame  de  Lambert — I  am  sore  you  will  not  r^ret  her. 
Madame  de  Forcalquier,  I  agree  with  you,  is  the  most  sincere  of  her 
acquaintances,  and  incapable  of  doing  as  the  rest  do— eat  her  suppers 
when  they  cannot  go  to  a  more  fiashionaUe  house,  laugh  at  her, 
abuse  her,  nay,  try  to  raise  her  enemies  among  her  nominal  friends. 
They  have  succeeded  so  far  as  to  make  that  unworthy  old  dotard 
tiie  President  treat  her  like  a  dog.    Her  nephew,  the  Archbishop 
of  Toulouse,  I  see,  is  not  a  jot  more  atteched  to  her  than  the  rest, 
but  I  hope  she  does  not  perceive  it  so  dearly  as  I  do ;  Madame  de 
Ghoiseul  I  really  think  wishes  her  weU ;  but  perhaps  I  am  partiaL 
The  Princess  de  Beauveau  seems  very  cordial  too,  but  I  doubt  the 
Prince  a  little.    You  will  forgive  these  details  about  a  person  you 
love ;  and  have  so  much  reason  to  love ;  nor  am  I  ashamed  of  inte- 
resting myself  exceedingly  about  hen    To  say  nothing  of  her  extra- 
ordinary parte,  she  is  certeinly  the  most  generous  friendly  being 
npon  earth — but  neither  these  qualities  nor  her  imfortmiate  situation 
touch  her  unworthy  acquaintance.    Do  you  know  that^he  was  quite 
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angiy  about  ihe  money  yoa  left  for  her  senranfa  P  Yiar  would  by 
no  means  toach  it^  and  when  I  tried  all  I  could  to  obtain  her  per- 
mission for  their  taking  it,  I  prevailed  so  littloi  that  she  gave  Yiar 
fiye  louis  fi>r  refusing  it  So  I  diall  bring  you  back  your  draft,  and 
you  will  only  owe  me  fiye  louis,  which  I  added  to  what  you  gave  me 
to  pay  for  the  two  pieces  of  china  at  Dulac's,  which  will  be  sent  to 
England  with  mine. 

Weill  I  have  talked  too  long  on  Madame  du  De£fand,  and 
n3glected  too  long  to  thank  you  for  my  own  letter:  I  do  thank 
you  for  it»  my  dear  Sir,  most  heartQy  and  sincerely.  I  feel  all 
your  worth  and  all  the  gratitude  I  ought,  but  I  must  preach  to  you 
as  I  do  to  your  Mend.  Consider  how  little  time  you  have  known 
me,  and  what  small  opportunities  you  have  had  of  knowing  my 
faults.  I  know  them  thoroughly;  but  to  keep  your  friendship  within 
bounds,  consider  my  heart  is  not  like  yours,  young,  good,  warm,  sin- 
cere, and  impatient  to  bestow  itself.  Mine  is  worn  with  Ihe  base- 
ness, treachery,  and  mercenariness  I  have  met  with.  It  is  suspicious, 
doubtful,  and  cooled.  I  consider  everjrthing  round  me  but  in  the 
light  of  amusement,  because  if  I  looked  at  it  seriously,  I  should 
detest  it  I  laugh  that  I  may  not  weep.  I  play  with  monkeys, 
dogs,  or  cats,  that  I  may  not  be  devoured  by  the  beast  of  the  Gevau- 
dan.  I  converse  with  Mesdames  de  Miiepoii:,  Bouffiers,  and 
Luxembourg,  that  I  may  not  love  Madame  du  Deffimd  too  much — 
and  yet  they  do  but  make  me  love  her  the  more.  But  don't  love 
me,  pray  don't  love  me.  Old  folks  are  but  old  women,  who  love 
their  last  lovers  as  much  as  they  did  Iheir  first.  I  should  still  be 
liable  to  believe  you,  and  I  am  not  at  all  of  Madame  du  DefiSsuid's 
opinion,  that  one  might  as  well  be  dead  as  not  love  somebody.  I 
think  one  had  better  be  dead  than  love  anybody.  Let  us  compromise 
this  matter ;  you  shall  love  her,  since  she  likes  to  be  loved,  and  I 
will  be  the  confidant  We  will  do  any  thing  we  can  to  please  her. 
I  can  go  no  farther — ^I  have  taken  the  veil,  and  would  not  break  my 
vow  for  the  world.  If  you  will  converse  with  me  through  the  grate 
at  Strawberry-lull,  I  desire  no  better ;  but  not  a  word  of  friendship ; 
I  feel  no  more  than  if  I  professed  it  It  is  paper  credit,  and  like 
all  other  bank-bills,  sure  to  be  turned  into  money  at  last  I  think 
you  would  not  realise  me,  but  how  do  you,  or  how  do  I  know,  that 
I  should  be  equally  scrupulous  P  The  Temple  of  Friendship,  like  the 
ruins  in  the  Campo  Yaodno,  is  reduced  to  a  single  cdumh  at  Stowe. 
Those  dear  friends  have  hated  one  another,  till  some  of  them  are 
forced  to  love  one  another  again — and  as  the  cracks  are  soldered  by 
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hatred,  perhaps  that  cement  may  hold  them  together.  Yoq  see  my 
opinion  of  friendship :  it  would  be  making  3^a  a  fine  preeent  to  oflbr 
you  mine  I  Your  Ministers  may  not  know  it,  but  the  war  has  been 
on  the  point  of  breaking  out  here  between  France  and  England,  and 
upon  a  cause  very  English,  a  horse-race.  Lord  Forbes  and  Laura- 
gais  were  the  champions :  they  rode,  but  the  second  lost,  his  horse 
being  ill,  it  died  that  tdght,  and  the  surgeons  on  opening  it  swore  it 
was  poisoned.  The  English  suspect  Ihat  a  groom,  who  I  suppose 
had  been  reading  livy  or  DemosUienes,  poisoned  it  on  patriotic  prin- 
ciples, to  ensure  victory  to  his  country.  The  French,  on  the  contrazy, 
think  poison  as  common  as  oats  or  beans,  in  the  stables  at  New- 
market. In  short,  there  is  no  impertinence  they  have  not  uttered, 
and  it  has  gone  so  far,  that  two  nights  ago  it  was  said  that  the  King 
had  forbidden  another  race  which  is  appointed  for  Monday,  between 
the  Prince  de  Nassau  and  a  Mr.  Forth,  to  preyent  national  animo- 
sities. On  my  side  I  have  tried  to  stifle  these  heats,  by  thrftatflning 
them  that  Mr.  Pitt  is  coming  into  the  Ministry  again,  and  it  has  had 
some  effect  This  eyent  has  confirmed  what  I  discoyered  early  after 
my  arriyal,  that  the  Anglomanie  was  worn  out,  if  it  remains  it  is 
manie  against  the  English.  All  this,  howeyer,  is  for  your  priyate 
ear ;  for  I  haye  found  that  some  of  my  letters  home,  in  whidbi  I  had 
spoken  a  little  fireely,  haye  been  reported  to  do  me  disservice.  As  we 
are  not  firiends,  I  may  trust  to  your  discretion — may  not  IP  I  did 
not  use  to  applaud  it  much. 

Perhaps  it  is  necessary  to  use  stiU  more  caution  in  mentioning  me 
to  Lord  Ossory.  Do  it  gentiy,  for  though  I  have  great  regard  for 
him,  I  donH  design  to  make  it  troublesome  to  him. 

You  don't  say  a  word  of  our  Duchess  [Ghrafton],  so  superior  to 
earthly  Duchesses  I  How  dignified  die  will  appear  to  me  after  all  the 
little  tracasseries  of  Paris  I  I  trust  I  shall  see  her  soon.  Packing-up 
is  in  all  my  quarters,  but  though  I  quit  tittle-tattle,  I  don't  design 
to  head  a  squadron  of  mob  on  any  side.  I  hate  politics,  as  much  as 
friendship,  and  design  to  converse  at  home  as  I  have  done  here,  with 
Divots,  Philosophers,  Choiseul,  Maurepas,  the  Court,  and  the 
Tenipk. 

What  a  volume  I  have  writ  I  but  don't  be  firightened :  you  need  not 
answer  it,  if  you  have  not  a  mind,  for  I  shall  be  in  England  almost 
as  soon  as  I  could  receive  your  reply.  La  Geoffiniska  has  received 
three  sumptuous  robes  of  ermiae,  martens  and  Astracan  lambs,  the 
last  of  which  the  Czarina  had,  I  suppose,  the  pleasure  of  flaying  alive 
herself.    Oh  I  pour  cola  of/>,  says  old  Brantdme,  who  always  assents. 


1766.]  TO  THB  BIGHT  HON.  LADT 

I  think  there  is  nothing  else  yery  new :  M 
Gem  does  not :  Lorenzi  blunders  faster  than  < 
writes  volumes  faster  than  they  can  print, 
than  I  can  pay  for  it  I  am  glad  to  hear 
three  times  at  my  Lady  Herre/s.  By  wha 
may  be  comforted,  thougb  you  miss  flie  appi 
Yalentinois.  Her  golden  apple,  though  indi 
gnawed  it,  is  reserved  for  Lord  Holdemesse ! 


1047.    TO  THS  BIGHT  HOK.  LAI 


Thbbb  are  two  points,  Madam,  on  which  ! 
ladyship,  though  I  have  been  confined  these  i 
an  inflammation  in  my  eyes.  My  watchings  i 
doubt,  heated  my  blood,  and  prepared  it  to  n 
which  in  truth  was  amply  administered.  W 
at  the  Mar^chale  du  Luxembourg's,  and  sup  i 
than  in  a  hall.  It  is  vaulted  at  top  with  go(  ! 
paved  with  marble ;  but  the  god  of  fire  w  i 
However,  as  this  is  neither  of  my  points,  I  sh 

I  send  your  ladyship  Lady  Albemarle's 
G^offirin  brought  to  me  herself  yesterday.    I 
charming,  and  it  exceeds  the  conmussion  but  i 
It  is  lined  with  wood  between  the  two  g 
necessary  size  would  not  admit  metal  enougl 
any  soKdity. 

The  other  point  I  am  indeed  ashamed  to  i 
more  guilty  than  even  about  the  scissors.    J 
word  a  fortnight   ago,  that  an   ensigncy  ^ 
he  should  recommend  Mr.  Fitzgerald.    I  forg 
and  to  acquaint  your  ladyship,  who  probably 
communication.    I  have  certainly  lost  my  me 
and  young,  that  I  begin  to  fear  I  have  acqu : 
fashionabk  man,  which  I  so  much  dreaded.  It  i  \ 
I  must  return  to  recover  fiiendship  and  attentii 
to  Lord  Hertford,  and  forgot  to  thank  him.     !: 
be  so  abominable  I    I  cannot  account  for  it :  1 
and  must  turn — Methodist,  to  fancy  that  ropi 
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wUte  again.    No,  I  will  not;  for  fh«&  I  may  sin  agaiSt  an4  teak 
to  the  same  nostnmL 

I  had  the  honour  of  sending  your  ladyahip  the  foneral  sennon  on 
the  Dauphin,  and  a  tract  to  laugh  at  sennons:  '*  Your  hane  and 
antidote  are  bofli  hefore  you/'  The  first  is  hy  the  Arohbiahop  of 
Toulouse/  who  is  thought  the  first  man  of  the  clergy.  It  has  some 
sense,  no  pathetic,  no  eloquence,  and,  I  think,  clearly  no  belief  in 
his  own  doctrine.  The  latter  is  by  the  Abb^  Coyer,*  written  livelQy, 
upon  a  single  idea ;  and,  though  I  agree  upon  the  inutOiiy  of  the 
remedy  he  rejects,  I  have  no  better  opinion  of  that  he  would  sobati- 
tute.  Preaching  has  not  fitiled  firom  <he  beginning  of  flie  world  till 
to-day,  not  because  inadequate  to  the  disease,  but  because  the  disease 
isincurable.  If  one  preached  to  lions  and  tigers,  would  it  cure  them 
of  thirsting  for  blood,  and  sucking  it  when  they  have  an  opportunity? 
No ;  but  when  they  are  whelped  in  the  tower,  and  both  caressed 
and  beaten,  do  they  turn  out  a  jot  more  tame  when  they  are  grown 
up  P  So  far  from  it,  all  the  kindness  in  the  world,  all  the  attention^ 
cannot  make  even  a  monkey  (that  is  no  beast  of  prey)  remember  a 
pair  of  scissors  or  an  ensigncy. 

Adieu,  Madam  I  and  pray  don't  forgive  me,  till  I  have  forgiven 
myseli  I  dare  not  dose  my  letter  with  any  professions;  for  could 
you  believe  them  in  one  that  had  so  much  reason  to  think  himself 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant  t 


1048.    TO  OlOBGS  MONTAOU,  18Q. 

POrii,  Monk  1%  17M. 

I  GAM  write  but  two  lines,  for  I  have  been  confined  these  four  or 
five  days  with  a  violent  inflammation  in  my  eyes,  and  which  has 
prevented  my  returning  to  Madame  Boland.  I  did  not  find  her  at 
home,  but  left  your  letter.  My  right  eye  is  well  again,  and  I  have 
been  to  take  air. 

How  can  you  a<ib  feaiw  to  carry  anybody  to  Strawberry  f    May 

1  Brionne  de  Lomenie,  XnbMMfp  of  TovkMue^  and  tfterwaidi  Oudisal  de  Lomcak^ 
or  M  ha  WM  nicknamed  by  the  populaoe  of  Faria» "  Cardinal  de  ngnominie,"  waa 
great-nephew  to  Kadame  dn  DefAud.  He  waa  arrested  at  the  eommeneemeni  of  the 
Rerolution,  and  escaped  the  guillotine  1^  dying  in  one  of  the  pfiaoaa  at  Faria  ial794. 
WaioHT. 

'  This  pamphlet  of  the  Abb<  Ooyer,  which  waa  entitled  '  On  Preaching/  prodnced 
a  great  sensation  In  Paris  at  the  time  of  its  publication.  The  Abb6  died  in  1782.— 
WaioRT. 


1766.1  TO  HB.  KOHHQU.  1« 

turt  yOQ  do  vliftt  yoa  idease  with  me  and  mine  f  Does  not  Ariing- 
ton-street  oomprdiend  Strairlmry  t  why  don't  you  go  and  lie  there 
ifyoulileitP  It  will  be,  I  tUnk,  &&  middle  of  April  before  I 
return ;  I  hare  lost  a  week  by  Uas  confinement,  and  wonld  bin 
•atisfy'  my  corioeify  entirely,  now  I  am  here.  I  have  seen  enoo^ 
and  too  mnoh  of  Uie  people.  I  am  g^ad  yon  are  npon  tsTil  terms  with 
Habicnleo.    The  lees  I  esteem  folks  the  less  I  would  quarrel  with 

I  don't  wonder  that  Colman  and  Qairiok  write  ill  in  oonovt,  when 
they  write  ill  separately ;  howerer,  I  am  heartily  f^sd  the  Clive 
shinee.'  Adieu  I  Commend  me  to  Chnrlw  rtreet  Kiss  Fanny, 
and  Mnfti,  and  Ponto  for  me,  when  yon  go  to  Strawberry :  dear 
sonls,  I  long  to  kiaa  them  myBel£ 


IMS;    TO  OSOBOB  ICOHTAOU,  ESQ. 

Pari*.  MarA  U,  lT6<i. 

Tou  make  me  very  hapj^  in  telling  me  you  have  been  so  oomfbrt- 
able  in  my  honse.  If  yon  wonld  set  up  a  bed  there,  yon  need  never 
go  ont  of  it  I  want  to  invite  yon,  not  to  expel  yon.  April  the 
tenth  my  pilgrimage  will  end,  and  the  fifteenth,  or  sixteenth,  yoo 
may  expect  to  see  me,  not  moch  &ttened  with  the  fleeh-pots  of 
Egypt,  bat  almost  as  glad  to  oome  amongst  yon  again  as  I  was 
to  leave  yoo. 

Tour  Madame  Boland  is  not  half  so  fond  of  me  as  she  tells  me ; 
I  have  been  twioe  at  her  door,  left  your  letter  and  my  own  direction, 
bat  have  not  received  so  much  as  a  message  to  tell  me  she  is  sorry 
she  was  not  at  home.  Perhaps  this  is  her  first  vision  of  Paris,  and 
it  is  natural  for  a  Frenchwoman  to  have  her  head  turned  with  it ; 
thon^  what  she  takes  for  rivers  of  emerald,  and  hotels  of  mby  and 
topaz,  are  to  my  eyea,  that  have  been  purged  with  enphrasy  and  me, 
a  filthy  stream,  in  which  everything  is  washed  without  being  cleaned, 
and  duty  houses,  ugly  streetB,  worse  shops,  and  ohnroheB  loaded  with 
bad  pictoree.  Sndh  is  the  material  part  of  this  paradise ;  for  the 
oorpoieal,  if  Madame  Boland  admiree  it,  I  have  nothing  to  say ; 
however,  I  shall  not  be  sorry  to  make  one  at  Lady  Franoea  ElUot's. 
Thank  you  for  admiring  my  deaf  old  woman  [Ijady  Snflblk] ;  if  I 
could  bring  my  old  Uind  one  [Madame  du  Defiand]  with  me,  I  should 
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lesign  ibis  pendise  as  "williogly  as  if  it  was  built  of  opal,  and  de- 
signed by  a  fishfirman,  who  ihought  tbat  what  xnakes  a  fine  necklaoe 
would  make  a  finer  habitation. 

We  did  not  want  your  son ;  it  has  shone  here  for  a&rtnight  with 
all  its  lustre ;  but  yesterday  a  north  wind,  blown  by  the  Czarina 
herself  I  belieyey  aniyed,  and  declared  a  month  of  March  of  foil  age. 
This  morning  it  snowed ;  and  now,  douds  of  dust  are  whiddng  about 
the  streets  and  quays,  edged  with  an  east  wind,  that  gets  under  one's 
very  shirt  I  shoidd  not  be  quite  sorry  if  a  little  of  it  tapped  my 
lilacs  on  their  green  noses,  and  bade  them  wait  for  their  master. 

The  Princess  of  Talmond  sent  me  tins  morning  a  picture  of  two 
pug*dogS|  and  a  black  and  white  greyhound,  wretchedly  painted.  I 
could  not  conoeiye  what  I  was  to  do  with  this  daub,  but  in  her  note 
she  warned  me  not  to  hope  to  keep  it  It  was  only  to  imprint  on 
my  memory  the  size,  and  features,  and  spots  of  Diana,  her  departed 
greyhound,  in  order  that  I  might  get  her  exactly  such  another. 
Don't  you  think  my  memory  will  return  well  stored,  if  it  is  littered 
with  defunct  lap-dogsP  She  is  so  devout  that  I  did  not  dare  send 
her  word,  that  I  am  not  possessed  of  a  twig  of  Jacob's  broom,  with 
which  he  streaked  cattle  as  he  pleased. 

T'other  day,  in  the  street  I  saw  a  child  in  a  leading*string,  whose 
nurse  gave  it  a  £Eurthing  for  a  beggar ;  the  babe  delivered  its  mite 
with  a  grace  and  a  twirl  of  the  hand.  I  don't  think  your  cousin 
Twitcher's  first  grandson  will  be  so  well-bred.   Adieu  I    Yours  ever 

1050.    TO  8IE  HORACB  MAKK. 

Paru,  Mar^  81, 176C 

You  are  not  very  just  to  me,  my  dear  Sir,  in  suspectmg  me  of 
neglecting  you.  Do  you  think  Paris  has  turned  my  head,  or  oould 
make  me,  what  England  never  could,  forget  youP  Was  not  it  so 
when  I  first  arrived  here  P  anddidnotyoufindat  last  that  it  was  the 
posfs  fault  not  mineP  I  shall  be  in  London  by  the  middle  of 
April,  and  then  I  trust  our  correspondences  willhave  no  more  inter- 
ruptions :  but  sure  you  ought  to  distrust  anything  sooner  than  a 
friendship  so  unalterable  as  mine. 

We  do  not  yet  actually  know  the  last  step  of  the  repeal  of  Ihe 
Stamp  Act,  but  have  all  reason  to  conclude  that  it  pained  in  the 
most  satisfactory  manner  for  the  Ministry,  as,  on  the  second  reading 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  it  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  thirty-four, 
though  no  greater  majority  was  expected  than  of  five  or  six     The 
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blood-thizBty  protested,  and  intended  to  protest  again  on  the  last 
stage ;  an  evident  sjrmptom  of  their  despair ;  and  a  most  foolish 
step^  as  it  is  marking  ont  their  names  to  the  odimn  of  the  nation, 
and  delivering  down  an  attestation  of  their  tyrannio  pzinoiples  to 
posterity.  Lord  Lyttelton  drew  the  first,  and  I  nope  it  will  bebonnd 
up  hereafter  with  his  Persian  Letters,  to  diow  on  what  oontradiotoiy 
principles  his  lordship  can  oppose. 

Grenville  is  fEdlen  below  contempt;  Sandwich  and  his  parson 
Anti-Sqanus  *  are  hooted  off  the  stage.  Mr.  Pitt's  abilities,  I  am 
told,  have  shone  with  greater  lustre  than  ever,  and  with  more  variety. 
There  is  a  report  here  that  he  has  aotoally  accepted  the  Administra- 
tion. I  do  not  believe  that  he  has  yet,  though  I  am  snre  no  French 
uMea  coined  the  report  I  could  not  have  believed,  if  I  had  not 
come  hither,  how  much  they  dread  him. 

Weill  all  this  paves  the  way  to  what  I  wish,  liberty  to  my 
country  and  liberty  to  me.  Tranquillity  bounds  my  ambition.  To 
see  Gx^nville,  and  such  wretches,  grovelling  in  the  mire,  gilds  the 
peaceable  scene.  How  many  wretches  have  I  lived  to  see  England 
escape !  Thank  God  I  am  not  philosopher  enouf^  not  to  be  grateful 
for  it  I  I  would  not  wrestle  like  th^  9(wani8  here,  against  any 
powers  beyond  those  of  this  world*  I  may  spurn  pigmies  of  my  own 
size ;  but  do  not  question  what  I  cannot  fiEtthom.  Qods  of  stone,  or 
kings  of  flesh,  are  my  derision  ;  but  of  all  gods  that  were  ever  in- 
vented, the  most  ridiculous  is  that  old  lumpish  god  of  the  Grecian 
sophists,  whom  the  modem  literati  want  to  reinstate — ^the  god 
Matter.  It  would  be  like  a  revolution  in  England  in  favour  of  the 
late  Pretender  after  he  was  bedridden. 

If  you  receive  any  one  of  my  letters,  pray  assure  Sir  James 
Macdonald  that  I  have  answered  his ;  but  when  they  miscarry  to 
you,  I  have  less  hopes  of  one  reaching  him.  Direct  your  next  to 
Arhngton-street. 

1051.    TO  QEORGB  MOVTAGU,  ESQ. 

Paris,  AprU  8, 1766. 

Onb  must  be  just  to  all  the  world:  Madame  Boland,  I  find,  has 
been  in  the  country,  and  at  Versailles,  and  was  so  obliging  as  to  call 
on  me  this  morning,  but  I  was  so  disobliging  as  not  to  be  awake.    I 

'  One  Soott,  a  deigyinin,  employed  by  Lord  Sandwich  to  write  in  the  newspapen 
against  Mr.  Pitt  He  signed  Ids  papers  Anti-S^anos.— -WAi.roLB.  He  is  the 
*  Cinna '  and  *  Panvrge  *  of  Qoldj;mith's '  Haunch  of  Veniaon.'— CvMiriiieHAM. 
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WB8  dreaming  dreams ;  in  shorty  I  had  dined  at  livry ;  yes,  yes,  at 
Livryy  mfli  a  Langlade  and  De  la  Bodiefoucaulds.  The  ahbey  is 
nowpoesessed  by  an  Abb4  de  Malherbe,  wifli'v^om  I  am  aoqnainted, 
and  who  had  given  me  a  general  invitation.  I  put  it  off  to  the  last 
moment,  that  the  bob  and  alUes  might  set  off  the  scene  a  little,  and 
contribnte  to  the  vision;  but  it  did  not  want  ii  liviy  is  situated  in  the 
For6t  de  Bondi,  very  agreeably  on  a  flat,  bnt  with  hills  near  it,  and 
in  prospect  There  is  a  great  air  of  simplioity  and  rural  about  it 
more  r^;alar  than  onr  taste,  but  with  an  old-fashioned  tranquillity, 
and  nothing  of  coKfichet.  Not  a  tree  exists  that  remembers  the 
charming  woman,  becaose  in  this  coimtry  an  old  tree  is  a  traitor, 
and  foifeits  its  head  to  the  crown ;  but  the  plantations  are  not  young, 
and  might  very  well  be  as  they  were  in  her  time.  The  Abba's 
house  is  decent  and  snug ;  a  few  paces  from  it  is  the  sacred  pavilion 
built  for  Madame  de  S^vign^  by  her  undo,  and  much  as  it  was  in 
her  day ;  a  small  saloon  below  for  dinner,  then  an  arcade,  but  the 
niches  now  dosed,  and  painted  in  fresco  with  medallions  of  her, 
the  Giignan,  the  Fayette,  and  the  Bochefoucauld.  Above,  a  hand- 
some large  room,  with  a  diimney-piece  in  the  best  taste  of  Louis  flie 
Fourteenth's  time ;  a  holy  fimiily  in  good  relief  over  it,  and  the 
cypher  of  her  uncle  Ooulanges ;  a  neat  little  bed-chamber  within, 
and  two  or  three  dean  little  diambers  over  them.  On  one  side  of 
the  garden  leading  to  the  great  road,  is  a  little  bridge  of  wood,  on 
whidi  the  dear  woman  used  to  wait  for  the  courier  that  brought  her 
daughter's  letters.  Judge  with  what  veneration  and  satisfiiction  I 
set  my  foot  upon  it  I  K  you  will  come  to  France  with  me  next  year, 
we  wfll  go  and  sacrifice  on  that  sacred  spot  together. 

On  the  road  to  Livry  I  passed  a  new  house,  on  the  pilasters  of  the 
gate  to  whidi  were  two  sphynxes  in  stone,  with  their  heads  coquetly 
redined,  straw  hats,  and  French  doaks  slightly  pinned,  and  not 
hiding  their  bosoms.  I  don't  know  whether  I  or  Memphis  would 
have  been  more  diverted.  I  shall  set  out  this  day  se'nnight,  the 
tenth,  and  be  in  London  about  the  fifteenth  or  sixteenth,  if  the  wind 
is  fair.    Adieu  I    Tours  ever. 

P.S.  I  need  not  say,  I  suppose,  that  this  letter  is  to  Mr. 
Chute,  too. 


UMJ  TO  THE  HOK.  MB.  OON 


1051    TO  THS  HON.  H.  a  G 

In  a  oertain  dty  of  Europe '  it  is  Hie  c 
hats,  long  doaks,  and  high  oapes.    Soandi 
called  this  dress  going  in  nuuk,  and  pretend 
assassination.     An  oidonnance  was  pdUisl 
horn  hats  to  be  oodced^  cloaks  to  he  sho 
aside.    All  the  world  obeyed  for  the  fin 
everything  returned  into  its  old  channel    Ii 
arose,  and  cries  of  **  Ghxl  bless  the  King !  ( 
but  confusion  to  Squillaci,  the  prime  ministe 
sooner  given,  but  Ids  house  was  beset,  the  wi 
gates  attempted.    The  guards  came  and  fii 
doaks.    The  weavers  returned  the  fire^  and 
As  the  hour  of  supper  approadied  and  the  : 
recollected  a  tax  upon  bread,  and  demanded 
yidded  to  both  requests,  and  hats  and  loan 
The  people  were  not  contented,  and  still  ina 
of  murdering  the  first  minister;  though  hi 
feithful  commons  that  the  mimster  was  ne^ 
government,  and  was  only  his  private  fiiend 
npon  him  in  an  evening  to  dnnk  a  glass  of 
The  people  were  incredulous,  and  continue( 
last  lett^  came  away.    If  you  should  happei 
that  this  history  arrived  in  London,  do  not  I 
at  Madrid:  and  a  nation  who  has  borne  \ 
support  a  cocked  hat    So  necessary  it  is  for  gi 
lead  or  a  feather  will  turn  the  balance  of  huo 
will  not! 

I  diould  not  have  entrendied  on  Lord  < 
sending  you  news  of  revolutions,  but  he  u 
thought  it  right  to  advertise  you  in  time,  in  « 
a  nund  to  send  a  bale  of  doudied  hats  t( 


*  This  Mooant  allades  to  the  insurrection  ftt  Madrid,  on 
Introdnoe  the  French  (bess  in  Spain. — Walpoul 

*  SqnillMi,  an  Italian,  whom  the  King  was  obUged  to  bi 

*  AHnding  to  the  moba  of  ailk-weaTera  irhi<^  had  U 
Walpoul 

^  Lord  Geoige  l4enoz,  only  brother  to  theDukeof  Bidui 
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mutineers.  Ab  I  have  worn  a  flapped  hat  all  my  lijfey  when  I  have 
worn  any  at  all,  I  think  myself  qualified,  and  would  offer  my  senrioe 
to  command  them;  but,  being  persuaded  that  you  are  a  fedfliful 
observer  of  treaties^  fliough  a  fiiend  to  repeals,  I  shall  come  and 
receive  your  commands  in  person.  In  the  mean  time  I  cannot  help 
figuring  what  a  pompous  protest  my  Lord  Lyttelton  might  draw  up 
in  the  character  of  an  old  grandee  against  the  reyocation  of  the  act 
fi>r  cocked  hats. 

Lady  Ailesbury  fi)rgot  to  send  me  word  of  your  recovery,  as  she 
promised;  but  I  was  so  lucky  as  to  hear  it  firom  other  hands.  Pk«y 
take  care  of  yourself  and  do  not  imagine  that  you  are  as  weak  as  I 
am,  and  can  escape  the  scythe,  as  I  do,  by  being  low :  your  life  is 
of  more  consequence.  If  you  don't  believe  me,  step  into  the  street 
and  ask  the  first  man  you  meet 

This  is  Sunday,  and  Thursday  is  fixed  for  my  departure,  unless 
the  Olairon  should  return  to  the  stage  on  Tuesday  se'nnight,  as  is 
said;  and  I  do  not  know  whether  I  should  not  be  tempted  to  borrow 
two  or  three  days  more,  having  never  seen  her :  yet  my  lilacs  [at 
Strawberry]  pull  hard,  and  I  have  not  a  ferthing  left  in  the  world. 
Be  sure  you  do  not  leave  a  cranny  open  for  Gtoorge  Ghnenville  to 
wriggle  in,  till  I  have  got  all  my  things  out  of  the  Custom  House. 
Adieu  I  Yours  ever. 


1058.    TO  THB  HOK.  H.  &  CONWAT. 

PaH0,  April  %  iroe. 

I  sBirr  you  a  few  lines  by  the  post  yesterday  with  the  first 
accounts  of  the  insurrections  at  Madrid.  I  have  since  seen 
Stahremberg,'  the  imperial  minister,  who  has  had  a  courier  fi^om 
thence;  and  if  Lord  Bochford*  has  not  sent  one,  you  will  not  be 
sorry  to  know  more  particulars.  The  mob  disarmed  the  Invalids ; 
stopped  all  coaches,  to  prevent  Squillad's  fiight ;  and  meeting  the 
Duke  de  Medina  Geli,  forced  him  and  the  Duke  d' Aroos  to  carry 
their  demands  to  the  King.  His  most  firightened  Majesty  granted 
them  directly;  on  which  his  highness  the  people  despatched  a 
monk  with  tiieir  demands  in  writing,  couched  in  four  articles :  the 
diminution  of  the  gabel  on  bread  and  oil ;  the  revocation  of  the 

'  Prinee  Sldiremberg :  he  had  lURled  a  dM^iier  of  the  Doe  d'Arembeft,  by  h&i 
rhicihiM,  Bite  \k  MftT«^«>r — ^Waltolb. 

t  William  Henry  Znleisiein  de  Kmmo,  Eeri  of  Bochford,  who  WM  ai  thb  tloM  the 
BngUih  anAaMadoreztiaordiBafy  at  the  eoori  of  8puii.-*WAuoUL 
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ordoxmanoe  on  hats  and  cloaks ;  the  hanishment  of  Sqnillaoi ;  and 
fhe  abolition  of  some  other  tax,  I  don't  know  what  The  Sing 
signed  all;  yet  was  still  forced  to  appear  in  a  baloonyy  and  piomiseto 
observe  what  he  had  granted.  Sqnillaci  was  sent  with  an  escort  to 
Oarthagena,  to  embark  for  Naples,  and  the  first  commissioner  of  the 
treasury  appointed  to  saoceed  him ;  which  does  not  look  mnoh  like 
obseryation  of  the  conditions.  Some  say  Ensenada  is  recalled^  and 
that  Ghrimaldi  is  in  no  good  odonr  with  the  people.  If  the  latter  and 
Bqnillaci  are  dismissed,  we  get  rid  of  two  enemies. 

The  tmnnlt  ceased  on  the  grant  of  the  demands ;  but  the  King 
retiring  that  night  to  Aranjuez,  the  insurrection  was  renewed  the 
next  momiog,  on  pretence  that  this  flight  was  a  breach  of  the 
capitulation.  The  people  seized  the  gates  of  the  capital,  and  per- 
mitted nobody  to  go  out  In  this  state  were  thiogs  when  the 
courier  came  away.  The  ordonnance  against  going  in  disguise  looks 
as  if  some  suspicions  had  been  conceived ;  and  yet  their  confidence 
was  so  great  as  not  to  have  two  thousand  guards  in  the  town.  The 
pitiful  behaviour  of  the  Court  makes  one  think  that  the  Italians 
were  frightened,  and  that  the  Spanish  part  of  the  ministry  were  not 
sorry  it  took  that  turn.  As  I  suppose  there  is  no  great  city  in 
Spain  which  has  not  at  least  a  bigger  bundle  of  grievances  than  the 
capital,  one  shall  not  wonder  if  the  pusillanimous  behaviour  of  the 
King  encourages  them  to  redress  tiiemseives  too. 

There  is  what  is  called  a  change  of  the  ministry  here ;  but  it  is 
only  a  crossing  over  and  figuring  in.  The  Due  de  Praslin  has 
wi^ed  to  retire  for  some  time;  and  for  this  last  fortnight  tiiere  has 
been  much  talk  of  his  being  replaced  by  the  Due  d'Aiguillon,  the 
Due  de  Nivemois,  &c. ;  but  it  is  plain,  though  not  believed  till  now, 
that  the  Due  de  Choiseul  is  all-powerfuL  To  purchase  the  stay  of 
his  cousin  Praslin,  on  whom  he  can  depend,  and  to  leave  no  cranny 
open,  he  has  ceded  tiie  marine  and  colonies  to  the  Due  de  Praslin, 
and  taken  the  foreign  and  military  department  himself.  His  cousin 
is,  besides,  named  ehef  du  comeil  dei  flnaneea;  a  very  honourable, 
very  dignified,  and  very  idle  place,  and  never  fiUed  since  the  Duo 
de  Bethune  had  it.  Praslin's  hopeful  cub,  the  Viscount,  whom  you 
saw  in  England  last  year,  goes  to  Naples ;  and  the  Marqds  de 
Durfort  to  Vienna — a  cold,  diy,  proud  man,  with  the  figure  and 
manner  of  Lord  Gombury. 

€beat  matters  are  expected  to-day  from  the  Parliament,  which 
re-assembles.  A  mousquetaire,  his  piece  loaded  with  a  IMre  d$ 
caehetf  went  about  a  fortnight  ago  to  the  notary  who  keeps  flio 
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pMtiMnentMy  nguun,  «iad  demanded  them.  ^107  wore  frfuaaj — 
bnt  givea  tip,  on  the  hUn  de  eacket  being  prodooed.  Hie  Pailiainflnt 
intends  to  try  the  notary  6x  breaoh  of  tnut,  irhioh  I  mppose  wiD 
make  his  fintime;  tfaottgh  he  has  not  ibe  merit  of  peijnry,  like 
Oarteret  Webb. 

There  hare  been  innureotunu  at  Bonrdeanx  and  Tonlonse,  on  die 
miUtia,  aod  twenfy-eeren  pen(«is  vere  killed  at  the  latter :  bat  bodi 
an  appeased.  These  thin^  a»  ao  much  in  rogae,  that  I  wonder 
ttte  Fzenoh  do  not  dims  d  la  rAvAe.  The  Qoeen  is  in  a  very  dao- 
genma  way.  This  will  be  my  last  letter ;  bat  I  am  not  aore  I  Hfaall 
set  out  before  the  middle  of  next  veek.  Yonn  ever. 


lOH.    TO  SIB  HORACB  NAinT. 

Oa^au,  AprU  30,  17U. 

I  AH  hen  vaiting  tor  the  tide,  my  dear  Sir,  and  cannot  employ 
my  leiaara  better  than  in  renting  onr  oorrespondenoe,  which  has 
not  langnished  from  any  fault  in  me,  but  from  the  difficolties  and 
dilatorineeB  of  the  French  ooarien,  from  my  want  of  TtngUJi  news, 
and  from  my  onwillingnees  to  talk  on  our  affairs  in  the  heart  ot 
Paris.  All  Uuwe  obstaoleB  oeaae  now,  and  yon  will  find  no  dunge 
or  ooolneBs  in  my  friendship. 

Mr.  Cbnway  has  been  twioe  dangeroasly  ill,  both  times  frinn 
negjeot.  He  had  a  scorbotia  eruption,  oan^t  oc^  neglected  it,  it 
tamed  to  a  high  fever,  he  was  thrioe  bled,  and  reoovered.  His  first 
sally  was  to  his  Sabine  £um,  whither  the  Opposition  wanted  so  mncJt 
to  send  him.  A  deep  snow  teH,  bnt  he  would  walk  out  to  see  his 
imifforements.  The  eruption,  which  had  returned  <m  his  breast, 
struok  in  suddenly,  and  he  fainted  away ;  bnt  it  took  a  rheumatic 
torn,  and  the  Duke  of  Biohmond  writes  me  word  that  he  ii 
reoovering.  In  flie  mean  time  a&irs  have  run  into  oonfusion.  Mr. 
Pitt,  notwithstanding  he  has  been  so  much  announced  for  craning  in, 
has  certainly  not  yet  been  treated  with,  and  probably  grows  impa- 
tient, for  of  late  he  has  soddenly  turned  his  artillery  against  ths 
Hinietzy, — ^for  who  saves  their  ooimtry  for  thdr  ooantiy*8  sake  P  I 
expect  to  find  things  in  much  disorder ;  but  I  am  used  to  Uia^  and 
grown  indifferent  to  it 

The  Hereditary  Prince  has  landed  cm  this  side,  and  will  make 
you  a  visit  bdbn  his  letnzn.  As  he  has  left  a&irs  nnwettled,  I  can- 
not thuk  Mr.  Pitfs  jouction  -nrj  likely,  which  I  do  not  dinibt  hot 
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his  kiglmess  has  mnoh  laboured*  He  will  not  probably  be  so  much 
in  fashion  at  Paris  as  he  would  have  been  two  years  ago.  Their 
admiration  is  more  worn  out  than  the  sense  of  their  losses.  Out 
papers  say,  it  has  been  disoorered  that  France  was  at  the  bottom  of 
the  insurrections  of  Hie  White  Boys  in  Ireland.  It  is  the  age  of 
revolts,  and  one  has  just  broken  out  which  she  did  not  expect,  and 
which  is  likely  to  tie  up  her  best  instrument.  You  do  not  hesitate, 
to  be  sure,  to  guess  that  I  mean  the  insurrection  at  Madrid.  Per- 
haps Squillaci*  is  even  already  landed  with  you.  The  King  of 
Aranjuez  refuses  to  return  to  his  capital:  sometimes  he  is  sick, 
sometimes  it  is  the  season ;  in  bigger  moments,  he  will  fix  at  Seville. 
In  short,  whether  frightened  or  betrayed,  he  has  made  a  wretched 
figure,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  Spanish  nobility  are  heartily 
glad  he  has,  if  they  are  not  more. 

When  the  Spanish  diadem  totters,  what  royal  head  but  must  adie  P 
I  would  not  answer,  but  there  may  be  some  t¥dtches  in  the  one* 
that  has  lately  declared  itself  so  omnipotent^  and  retained  so  much 
of  his  ancient  Jesuit  confessor's  lessons  as  to  distingnish  between  an 
oath  to  Gbd/or  his  people  and  to  his  people.  It  is  such  a  declara- 
tion as  must  have  made  deep  impressions,  though  the  thunder  has 
hitherto  struck  everybody  dumb.  The  first  moment  of  difficulty  or 
disaster,  the  first  war,  will  undoubtedly  revive  the  resentment  of  a 
nation,  which  has  chosen  to  crouch ;  but  pretended  to  say  that  it 
was  voluntarily  and  from  a£Eection.  For  the  nobility,  tiiey  are  to  a 
man  rejoiced ;  they  hate  these  discussions,  and  are  glad  to  be  eased 
of  thinking,  which  is  equivalent  to  the  head-ache  in  a  man  of  quality. 

You  will  naturally  here  ask  me  how  I  like  France  upon  the 
whole  P  So  well,  that  I  shall  certainly  return  hither.  I  have 
received  most  uncommon  civilities  and  real  marks  of  friendship,  and 
shall  ever  preserve  great  gratitude  for  them.  I  wish  the  two  nations 
to  live  eternally  at  peace,  and  shall  be  glad  to  pass  my  time  between 
them.  My  principles  can  never  grow  monarchic,  but  I  never  entered 
in  the  least  into  their  politics.  In  the  first  place,  politics  were  what 
I  came  hither  to  avoid ;  and  in  the  next,  I  think  it  indecent  in  a 
stranger  to  meddle  with  those  of  another  country,  where  he  is  well 
received.    Tranquillity  is  all  I  ask  for  the  rest  of  my  days,  and  I 

>  Prime  Minister  to  Charles  the  Third,  snd  driren  out  of  the  kingdom  by  the 
people.  ~WAi.poLn. 

*  Lonis  XV. :  he  had  lately  held  %  Kt  de  jusUn,  in  which  he  had  asserted  his 
antliority  in  Tecy  strong  terms,  and  forbidden  the  Parliament  to  dispute  liis  acts.— 
Walpolb. 

VOL.    IT.  K  E 


Ml  HOUOB  WALPOLTS  LITTBBS.  [17M. 

dull  seduloiuly  avmd  erary  oooas<ni  of  distoHnng  mjBel£.  WIwo 
I  reflect  on  how  prodigioos  a  quantify  of  erentB  I  hare  bem  witneoi 
to  or  engaged  in,  my  life  eeenu  equal  to  Uethnaelah's.  I  Bconetunai 
can  hardly  beliere  that  I  have  not  lived  tvioe ;  but  indeed  there 
has  been  no  panae  to  iH»*iTigniH>i  my  two  hvee.  My  natural  life, 
between  an  excellent  oonstitution  and  the  repairer  goa^  aeema  likely 
to  add  a  oodioil  to  Methuselah's. 

I  shall  leave  the  reet  of  my  paper  for  Lcoidon,  where  I  mnat  pass 
Bome  days  before  I  get  to  Strawberry  Hill,  tiiongh  thithei  my  im- 
patience is  all  pointed.     Ck>od-nighL 

Wtdnttdag,  April  tird.,  AHUgton  AraoL 

I  arrived  last  night  Ur.  Conway  is  not  yet  come  to  town,  nor 
will,  bat  is  expected  to-morrow.  Mr.  Pitt  has  kicked  and  onfied  to 
right  and  teft^  and  all  is  disorder.  I  don't  goees  what  the  sediment 
wiUbel 

Lord  Clive  has  jost  sent  us  the  whole  kingdom  of  Bengal,  which 
the  Qreat  Mognl  has  yielded  to  this  little  Glreat  Mognl  without  a 
blow.  He  has  made  an  iu&nt  nabob,  and  settled  a  regency ;  and 
when  all  ezpenaes  are  paid,  there  will  be  remitted  to  En^and  yearly 
a  million  and  half ;  we  may  boy  another  war  in  Oermany  and  sob- 
aidise  two  or  three  electors,  for  we  shall  scorn  to  be  the  better  for  Hiis 
money  ourselves.     East-India  stock  is  risen  ten  per  oent.     Adien  I 


lOflB.    TO  — • .' 

AtVnglom  Ond,  JToy  t.  17M. 

I  AH  retomed  &om  Paris,  Sir,  and  have  the  pleasure  <rf  having 
procured  you  all  or  most  of  the  Kanteoils  you  wanted,  with  a  sorip- 
ture-pieoe  by  him,  which  is  bad  indeed,  but  extremely  scarce,  and 
which  perhaps  you  have  not  got  Be  so  good  as  to  let  me  know  how 
to  convey  them  to  yon. 

I  discovered  the  name  of  the  person  who  wrote  the  Jjucthte^ 
de»  Jtemet  de  tivnee,  but  I  oould  by  no  method  find  out  where  ha 
lives ;  I  should  think  not  in  Paris.  However,  I  have  left  your 
commission  with  Fatlier  Gordon,  the  Prindpal  of  the  Sootch  CoU^e, 
and  he  has  promised  to  endeavour  to  search  for  him  and  prooore  &a 
sonnet,  if  possible. 


1766.1  TO  TH8  RET.  WILLIAM 

I  was  SO  illy  or  80  ill  reooTored  all  the  wi 

was  so  bad,  that  I  ventured  but  onoe  to  th* 

their  caution  never  suffers  any  fire.    Mr.  H 

I  believe,  next  month,  and  I  dare  to  ^7  n 

well  as  most  capable  of  searching  for  and 

I  want  there. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humbl 


1066.    TO  THB  BEY.  WILLU       I 

At  last  I  am  come  back,  dear  Sir,  and 
brought  you  four  cups  and  sauceis,  one  red  f 
white,  and  two  coloured ;  and  a  little  box  of     1 
ther  and  how  I  shall  convey  them  to  yon ;  c     1 
I  hope,  come  to  Strawberry  this  summer,  a 
but  if  you  are  in  the  least  hurry,  I  will  send     1 

I  flatter  myself  you  have  quite  recovered  ; 
no  remains  of  lameness.    The  spring  is  y    \ 
Strawberry  alone  contains  more  verdure  thai 

I  scrambled  very  well  through  the  custon    1 
have  got  all  my  china  safe  £rom  t/uU  here  i 
the  fruits  when  you  come  to  Strawberry  HilL 

1057.    TO  THB  RBY.  WILLIAM    I 

0iAa  fin :  Arlm,   1 

I  AM  forced  to  do  a  very  awkward  thin{ 
one  of  your  letters,  and,  what  is  still  worse,  <  : 
this :  I  received  your  two  at  dinner,  opened  o  1 
in  my  lap ;  but  forgetting  that  I  had  taken    1 
took  up  the  wrong  and  broke  it  open,  without  ]  i 
tiU  I  saw  the  words,  Dear  Bister.    I  give  yoi 
farther,  but  had  torn  it  too  much  to  send  itawi 
and  another  time  I  beg  you  will  put  an  enveh  | 
where  the  seal  comes ;  and  besides,  place  the  i 
though  I  did  not  quite  open  the  fourth  letter, 
outer  seal,  that  I  could  not  help  tearing  it  a  lit  1 
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106&    TO  SIB  HORACE  MANN. 

AriingUm  Street,  Mag  22, 1760. 

At  last,  my  dear  Sir,  Ibegin  to  see  daylight :  the  present  Mixustry, 
I  think  now,  will  stand.  Mr.  Fittmissed  his  opportonilyy  and  pushed 
his  haughtiness  a  little  too  fer,  and  I  beUeve  is  grievonsly  disap- 
pointed. Nothing  was  moro  plain  than  his  eagerness  to  retnm  to 
power,  but  he  took  it  upon  too  high  a  style,  and  miscanied.  The 
Court  did  not  wish  for  a  master,  nor  many  of  the  Ministers  for  adio- 
tator ;  yet  he  was  courted  by  the  latter  to  the  last  He  would  not 
TOttchsafe  to  treat  but  personally  with  the  King,  who  would  not  send 
for  him  a  third  time.  He  then  veered  towards  his  kin,  and  having 
laid  out  all  his  dignity  with  the  Ministers,  was  condescending  enough 
towards  the  Gbenvilles.  Lord  Temple  met  him  half  way,  but  Geoige 
Gbenville's  wounds  were  too  firesh  to  dose  so  soon,  and  he  took  the 
counterpart  of  Pitt ;  for  haying  repeated  the  most  abject  advances  to 
Bute,  he  indemnified  his  pride  by  holding  off  from  IHtt,  and  so  both 
are  left  in  the  lurch,  and  both  have  taken  to  the  last  quieting  draught 
of  disappointed  ambition,  the  country.  The  Duke  of  Ghrafton  has 
sacrificed  himself  to  Pitt's  pride,  and  has  resigned  the  Seals,  which 
are  given  to  the  Duke  of  Bichmond,  who  kisses  hands  to-morrow. 
Lord  Bochford,  I  think,  will  go  to  Paris. 

The  promotion  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond  pleases  me  extremely ; 
it  makes  an  united  administration,  and  a  little  prudence  and  manage- 
ment  may  make  it  a  permaaeut  one. 

Luckily  for  us,  it  has  been  a  time  when  we  could  afford  to  play 
the  fool.  France  has  neither  heads,  generals,  nor  money,  and  Spain 
has  got  its  hands  full ;  and  we  have  got  rid  of  our  enemies  there,  the 
French  and  Italian  ministers. 

As  I  love  big  politics,  I  am  waiting  with  impatience  for  more  news 
of  Prince  Heradius,  who,  we  are  told,  is  on  the  high  road  to  Con- 
stantinople. When  he  has  pulled  down  the  Mufti,  pray  fetch  him  to 
bum  old  Mother  Babylon  for  a  witch.  You  know  I  have  always 
sighed  for  thundering  revolutions,  but  have  been  forced  to  be  content 
with  changes  of  ministers.  Oh !  but  we  have  discovered  a  race  of 
giants  I  Captain  Byron  has  found  a  nation  of  Brobdignags  on  the 
coast  of  Patagonia ;  the  inhabitants  on  foot,  taller  than  he  and  his 
men  on  horseback.  I  don't  indeed  know  how  he  and  his  sailors 
came  to  be  riding  in  the  South  Seas.    However,  it  is  a  terrible  blow 


1766.'  TO  KB.  UOlfTAO0.  Ml 

to  the  Irish,  for  I  suppose  all  our  dowageni  now  will  be  fer  marrying 
Ptttagonians.  Somewhere  else,  too, — ^but  I  am  a  sad  geographer — 
there  is  a  polished  oonntry  discovered  in  those  seas.  They  must  be 
barbarous  indeed  if  they  exceed  London  and  Paris!  Hare  you 
heard  of  Lally's  tragedy ;  that  they  ga^ed  him  lest  he  should  choke 
himself  with  his  own  tongue,  which  is  not  the  easiest  sort  of  self- 
murder  in  the  world,  and  that  the  mob  clapped  their  hands  for  joy 
during  the  execution  P  When  a  nation  has  behaved  cowardly,  they 
always  think  to  repair  it  by  cruelly ; — so  poor  Byng  was  murdered — 
and  now  this  man,  who  was  a  tyrant,  but  certainly  not  guilty  to  his 
country.  I  know  our  people  always  accused  him  of  breaking  his 
word  with  us  to  serve  the  cause  of  France. 

If  it  is  too  soon  to  conduct  Prince  Heradius  to  Home,  and  you 
have  quite  annihilated  the  Pretender,  and  have  nothing  else  to  do,  I 
wish  you  would  think  for  me  of  the  other  volumes  of  Heroolaneum. 
Mount  Vesuvius  seems  out  of  humour,  and  may  destroy  all  the  copies. 

We  have  no  news  of  any  kind  but  these  dregs  of  politics.  The 
town  empties,  and  will  be  deserted  after  the  birth-day  [4th  June]. 
I  shall  soon  settle  at  Strawberry  for  the  summer,  which  is  not  begun 
jet,  from  a  succession  of  rains  and  east  winds ;  and  as  I  have  no 
disappointed  ambition,  I  don't  choose  to  retreat  from  one  fireside  to 
ano&er.    Adieu  t 


1059.    TO  QEOBGE  MONTAGU,  Wd 

atrmoberry  HiU,  Uoff  S5. 1766. 

When  the  weather  will  please  to  bo  in  a  little  better  temper,  I 
will  call  upon  you  to  perform  your  promise ;  but  I  cannot  in  con- 
science invite  you  to  a  fire-side.  The  Guerchys  and  French  dined  here 
last  Monday,  and  it  rained  so  that  we  could  no  more  walk  in  the  gar- 
den than  Noah  could.  I  came  again  to-day,  but  shall  return  to  town 
to-morrow,  as  I  hate  to  haye  no  sun  in  May,  but  what  I  can  make  with 
a  peck  of  coals. 

I  know  no  news,  but  that  the  Duke  of  Richmond  is  Secretary  of 
State,'  and  that  your  oousin  North  has  refused  the  Vice-Treasurer  of 
Ireland.    It  cost  him  bitter  pangs,  not  to  preserve  his  virtue^  but  his 

>  When  the  Dnke  of  Onfton  quitted  the  aeals,  they  wen  offsied  fint  to  Lord 
Egmont^  then  to  Lord  Hardwioke,  who  both  decUned  them;  "hat>  after  their  going 
•rbegging  for  mme  time,"  myt  Lord  Chesterfield,  "the  Dnke  of  Richmond  begged 
them,  and  has  them, /avle  dt  mieux,*" — WaiOHT. 
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yidons  oonnectioiis.  He  goggled  his  eyes,  andgioped  in  his  money- 
pocket  ;  more  than  half  cansented ;  nay,  so  much  more,  that  irhen 
he  got  home  he  wrote  an  excuse  to  Lend  Rockingham,  which  made 
it  plain  that  he  thought  he  had  accepted.  As  nobody  was  dipped 
deeper  in  the  Warrants  and  prosecution  of  Wilkes,  there  is  no  con- 
doling with  the  Ministers  on  missing  so  foul  a  bargain.  They  are 
only  to  be  pitied,  that  they  can  purdiase  nothing  but  damaged 
goods. 

So,  my  Lord  Grandison'  is  dead !    Does  the  General  [Montagu's 
brother]  inherit  much  ? 

Have  you  heard  Ihe  great  loss  the  Church  of  England  has  had  P 
It  is  not  avowed ;  but  hear  the  evidence  and  judge.  On  Sunday 
last,  George  Selwyn  was  strolling  home  to  dinner  at  half  an  hour 
after  four.  He  saw  my  Lady  Townshend's  coach  stop  at  Caiac* 
cioli's '  chapel.  He  watched,  saw  her  go  in ;  her  footman  laughed; 
he  followed.  She  went  up  to  the  altar,  a  woman  brought  her 
a  cushion;  she  knelt,  crossed  herself,  and  prayed.  He  stole  up, 
and  knelt  by  her.  Conceive  her  face,  if  you  can,  when  she 
turned  and  found  his  dose  to  her.  Li  his  most  demure  voice,  he 
said,  **  Pray,  Madam,  how  long  has  your  ladyship  left  the  pale  of  our 
diuroh  P  "  She  looked  furies,  and  made  no  answer.  Next  day  he 
went  to  her,  and  she  turned  it  off  upon  curiosity ;  but  is  any&ing 
more  natural  P  No,  she  certainly  means  to  go  armed  with  every 
viaticum,  the  Church  of  England  in  one  hand,  Methodism  in  t'other, 
and  the  Host  in  her  mouth. 

Have  you  ranged  your  forest,  and  seen  your  lodge  yourself  P  I 
could  almost  wish  it  may  not  answer,  and  ^at  you  may  cast  an  eye 
towards  our  neighbourhood.  My  Lady  Shelbume*  has  taken  a  house 
here,  and  it  has  produced  a  fcm-mo^  from  Mrs.  Clive.  You  know 
my  Lady  Suffolk  is  deaf,  and  I  have  talked  much  of  a  charming  old 
passion  [Madame  du  Deffand]  I  have  at  Paris,  who  is  bimd; 
"  Well,''  said  the  Clive,  "  if  the  new  Countess  is  but  lame,  I  shaU 
nave  no  chance  of  ever  seerng  you."    Good  night  I 

1  John  Fii^rald  Villien^  Esrl  and  Tiaooiuii  aimdiioii,  in  the  Iriih  Peerage.  He 

had  been  elevated  to  the  earldom  in  1781 ;  which  title  became  eiUncI,  and  the  via- 

eonniy  devohred  npon  William  third  Bad  of  Janej.-^WmMRt. 

*  Th^  Karqnia  de  Garraocloli,  ambamdor  from  the  oonii  of  Kaplea^ — Wbmbc 

'  Mary  Counteas  of  Shelbnrae,  widow  of  the  Hon.  John  Pitamaiiziee,  fint  Bad  et 

Shelburna.    Her  houae  at  Twickenham  waa  called  Richmond  HooMt— GmnnraaAM. 


TO  ant  HOBACI  MAKV. 


lOtO.    TO  8IK  HOBACB  UKSV. 


The  seesion  of  Parliament  has  at  last  ended,  and  Ute  Uinistry 
have  a  lease  of  fire  or  six  months  longer.  Hub  is  the  most  one  can 
depend  upon,  notwithstandii^  my  viers  were  ao  sanguine  in  my 
last ;  but  their  heads  not  being  quite  so  well  ballaated  aa  their  hearts, 
it  is  difficult  to  say  hov  long  they  will  swim.  Your  friend,  the 
whitest  of  our  white  prineeB,'  was  rery  nearly  oversetting  their  bark 
aa  it  was  making  land.  He  had  obtained  a  promise  from  his  brother 
and  Lord  Rockingham,  of  a  Parliamentary  settlement  on  him  and 
his  younger  brothers,  which  wonld  have  raised  dieir  appanages  to 
20,000^  a-year  each.  It  was  neglected  till  Hie  last  days  of  Qie  ses- 
sion; when  Mr.  Conway,  who  had  not  been  made  acquainted, 
objected  to  so  considerable  a  donation  being  hurried  through  Ihe 
remnant  of  a  thin  bouse,  especially  as  it  was  luuTerBaUy  disapproved, 
the  AGnisters  haTiag  the  good  fortune  to  have  most  peoj^  agree 
with  them  on  all  points  against  the  Opposition,  of  which  this  Royal 
Highness  is  a  i^ef.  The  Ministers  gave  in  to  Mr.  Conway's 
opinion ;  the  Duke  insisted,  but  at  last  the  King  consented  that  it 
should  be  postponed  till  next  year,  after  recommending  it  to  the 
house,  witli  the  demand  for  bis  sister's  fortune,  the  future  Qneen  of 
Denmark.  If  yon  have  your  Royal  viator  [the  Duke  of  York] 
again  this  Bununer,  yon  must  expect  to  hear  Mr.  Conway  mnoh  re- 
proached. I  will  dispense  witfi  yoor  bearing  it  patiently,  if  it 
procures  yon  the  Red  Riband.  As  stability  is  not  the  property  of 
ministerial  tenures  at  present,  be  always  upon  your  guard  what  yoa 
write  to  me,  for  yonx  letters  may  find  new  &oeB  at  the  post-offioa 
before  I  have  time  to  prepare  yon  for  them. 

I%e  Ortat  Commoner  *  is  exceedingly  out  of  humour,  and  having 
dnped  himiinlf,  taxes  Hib  Ministers  with  perfidy ;  he  wonld  never 
connect  with  them  in  or  out,  and  who,  having  proscribed  half  of 
them,  would  not  vooohsafe  to  treat  with  the  rest  The  people  who 
think  everything  right  tliat  he  does,  or  does  not,  and  who,  as  often 
as  he  ehangcs  1^  mind  baokwards  and  forwards,  think  that  right 
too,  take  all  the  pains  ther  can  to  indulge  his  pride.  He  has  been 
at  Bath ;  they  stood  np  all  the  time  he  was  in  the  rooms,  and  idiile 
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he  drank  his  glass  of  water ;  and  one  man  in  Somersetshire  said  to 
him  as  he  passed  through  a  crowd,  I  hope  yowr  mo^mitif%  health  is 
better !  I  am  glad, — ^no,  I  don't  know  whether  I  am  not  sorry,  fliat 
he  is  not  at  Quito,  where  they  have  insisted  on  crowning  one  of  their 
fellow-subjects  King  of  Peru.  'Tis  a  lucky  reyolution  for  us,  and 
would  have  pleased  me  entirely  if  they  had  chosen  a  PeruTian. 
However,  the  poor  Peruvians  must  have  some  comfort  in  seeing 
their  iynmts  punish  themselves. 

We  have  a  Russian  Garrick  here,  the  head  of  their  theatre,  and, 
like  Shakspeare,  both  actor  and  author.  He  has  translated  *  Ham- 
let,' and  it  has  been  acted  at  Petersbui^h.  I  could  wish  the  parallel 
were  carried  still  farther,  and  that  after  this  play  acted  before  the 
Empress  Qertrvdi^  the  assassin  of  her  husband,  she  were  to  end  like 
Hamlef  s  mother. 

The  £ing  and  Queen  have  been  here  this  week  to  see  my  castle, 
and  stayed  two  hours.  I  was  gone  to  London  but  a  quarts  of  an 
hour  before.  They  were  exceedingly  pleased  with  it,  and  the  Queen 
so  much  that  she  said  she  would  come  again.  I  do  wish,  my  dear 
Sir,  you  could  once  see  it  t  It  would  for  me  be  the  most  pleasing 
interruption  that  could  happen  to  our  correspondence.    Adieu  I 


1061.    TO  GEORGE  MOKTAGU,  ESa 

Sirwfberry  Hitt,  Jtaie  SO,  17M. 

I  don't  know  when  I  shall  see  you,  but  therefore  must  not  I  write 
to  you  P  yet  I  have  as  little  to  say  as  may  be.  I  could  cry  ihrough 
a  whole  page  over  the  bad  weather.  I  have  but  a  look  of  hay,  yon 
know,  and  I  cannot  get  it  dcy,  unless  I  bring  it  to  the  fire.  I 
would  give  half-a-crown  for  a  pennyworth  of  sun.  It  is  abominable 
to  be  ruined  in  coals  in  the  middle  of  June. 

What  pleasure  have  you  to  come !  there  is  a  new  thing  published, 
that  will  make  you  bepiss  your  cheeks  with  laughing.  Itis  called  the 
'New  Bath  Ghiide.' '  It  stole  into  the  world,  and  for  a  fortnight  no 
soul  looked  into  it,  conduding  its  name  was  its  true  name^  'No  such 
thing.  It  is  a  set  of  letters  in  verse,  in  all  kind  of  verses,  deseribing 
the  life  at  Bath,  and  incidentally  eveiything  else ;  but  so  much  wit» 

1  97 Chrifllopher Aiiit^.  ''HftT« yon retd the' KevBaih Guide r  liistheenlj 
tidng  in  fiuhion,  and  is  m  new  and  original  kind  of  hnmonr.  Mi«  Pne'i  coBvenalkHi 
I  doubt  yon  wiU  paste  down,  as  Sir  W.  St  (^tyn  did  before  he  caniad  it  to  Us 
daughter;  yet  I  remember  yon  all  read  'Graiy  Talea' withont  paeting."— Orajr  Is 
WhaHon,--  Warke  by  MUfin-d,  toL  ir.  p.  84.^Wuqbt. 
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80  much  humotiry  fiin,  and  poetry,  so  rnndi  originality^  never  met 
together  before.  Then  the  man  has  a  better  ear  than  Dryden  or 
HandeL  Apropos  to  Dryden,  he  has  burlesqued  his  Si  Oedliay  that 
you  will  never  read  it  again  without  laughii^.  There  is  a  descrip- 
tion of  a  milliner's  box  in  all  the  terms  of  landscape,  paw>M  iiiHMwaiuf 
chequered  shades^  a  Moravian  ode,  and  a  Methodist  ditiy,  that  are 
incomparable,  and  the  best  names  that  ever  were  composed.  I  can 
say  it  by  heart,  though  a  quarto,  and  if  I  had  time  would  write  it 
you  down ;  for  it  is  not  yet  reprinted,  and  not  one  to  be  had. 

There  are  two  new  volumes,  too,  of  Swift's  Correspondence,  that 
will  not  amuse  you  less  in  another  way,  though  abominable,  for  there 
are  letters  of  twenty  persons  now  aUve ;  fi%  of  Lady  Betty  Germain, 
one  that  does  her  great  honour,  in  which  i^e  defends  her  fiiend  my 
Lady  Suffolk,  with  all  the  spirit  in  the  world,*  against  that  brute, 
who  hated  everybody  that  he  hoped  would  get  him  a  mitre,  and  did 
not.  There  is  one  to  his  Miss  Yanhomrigh,  from  which  I  think  it 
plain  he  lay  with  her,  notwithstanding  his  supposed  incapaciiy,  yet 
not  doing  much  honour  to  that  capacity,  for  he  says  he  can  drink 
coffee  but  once  a  week,  and  I  think  you  wiQ  see  very  dearly  what  he 
means  by  coffee.  His  own  journal  sent  to  Stella  during  the  four  last 
years  of  the  Queen,  is  a  frmd  of  entertainment.  You  will  see  his 
insolence  in  fuU  colours,  and,  at  the  same  time,  how  daily  vain  he 
was  of  being  noticed  by  the  Ministers  he  affected  to  treat  arrogantly. 
His  panic  at  the  Mohocks  is  comical;  but  what  strikes  one,  is  bringing 
before  one's  eyes  the  incidents  of  a  curious  period.  He  goes  to  the 
rehearsal  of '  Cb.to,'  and  says  the  drab  that  acted  Gate's  daughter  could 
not  say  her  part.  This  was  only  Mrs.  Oldfield.  I  was  saying  before 
George  Selwyn,  that  this  journal  put  me  in  mind  of  the  present  time, 
there  was  the  same  indecision,  irresolution,  and  want  of  system ;  but 
I  added,  ''There  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun."  ''No,"  said 
Selwyn,  "  nor  under  the  grandson." 

My  Lord  Chesterfield  has  done  me  much  honour :  he  told  Mrs. 
Anne  Pitt  that  he  would  subscribe  to  any  politics  I  should  lay 
down.  When  she  repeated  this  to  me,  I  said,  "Pray  tell  him  I  have 
laid  down  politics." 

I  am  got  into  puns,  and  will  tell  you  an  excellent  one  of  the  King 
of  France,  though  it  does  not  spell  any  better  than  Selwyn's.  You 
must  have  heard  of  Count  Lauragais,  and  his  horse-race,  and  his 
quacking  his  horse  till  he  killed  it.    At  his  return  the  King  asked 

*  The  letter  dated  ?eb.  8, 1782-8.— WftieHX. 
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him  what  he  had  heea  doing  in  EnglandP    '*Sixej  j'ai  appris  4 
penaer" — "Des  oheraiixP''  replied  the  King.    Oood  nightl  I 
tared,  and  going  to  bed.    Yours  ever. 


1062.    TO  THE  BIGHT  HON.  LADT  HKBYET. 

SIramberry  ffiU,  June  28, 17M. 

It  is  oonBonant  to  your  ladyship's  long  esqperienced  goodness,  to 
remoye  my  error  as  soon  as  you  could.  In  fiact,  the  same  post  that 
brought  Madame  d'AiguiUon's  letter  to  you,  brought  me  a  confession 
£rom  Madame  du  Deffiemd  of  her  guilt'  I  am  not  the  less  obliged 
to  your  ladyship  for  informing  against  the  true  cruninaL  It  is  well 
for  me,  however,  that  I  hesitated,  and  did  not,  as  Monsieur  de 
Guerchy  pressed  me  to  do,  constitute  myself  prisoner.  What  a 
ridiculous  yain-glorious  figure  I  should  have  made  at  YersaiUea 
with  a  laboured  letter  and  my  present !    I  stQl  shudder  when  I 

'  Madame  da  Deffimd  had  tent  Mr.  Walpole  a  aniiff-box,  in  which  was  a  pcrtraii  of 
Madame  de  S^rign^,  aooompanied  by  a  letter  written  in  her  name  from  the  Elyfliaii 
Fieldi,  and  addzMMd  to  Mr.  Walpole ;  who  did  not  at  firrt  wupect  Madame  du  Deflbnd 
as  the  author,  but  thought  both  the  preeent  and  letter  had  come  from  the  Duehea 
of  GhoiaeuL — Birbt.  "  One  of  the  principal  featurea,  and  it  must  be  ealledf  ^mq 
carried  to  such  ezceas,  one  of  the  principal  weaknesses  of  Mr.  Walpole's  character,  waa 
a  fear  of  ridieule~-a  fear  which,  like  most  othen,  often  leads  to  greatar  danger  than 
that  which  it  seeks  to  aroid.  At  the  commencement  of  his  acquaintance  with  ^«^^*»* 
du  Defiand  he  was  near  fifty,  and  she  abore  seventy  years  of  age,  and  entirely  bUnd. 
She  had  already  long  passed  the  first  epoch  in  the  lifb  of  a  Frenchwoman,  that  of  gal* 
lantry,  and  had  as  long  been  established  as  a  M  uprU;  and  it  is  to  be  rsmembeied. 
that  in  the  ante-reToluUonacy  world  of  Paris  these  epochas  in  Uh  were  as  determined, 
and  as  strictly  obserred,  as  the  changes  of  dress  on  a  particular  day  of  the  different 
seasons ;  and  that  a  woman  endearouring  to  attract  lovers  after  she  had  ceased  to  be 
ffdUmte,  would  hare  been  not  less  ridiculous  than  her  wearing  Telret  when  aU  the  vBsfc 
of  the  worid  were  in  demirtaiaonB.  Madame  du  Defied,  therefbre,  old  and  blind,  had 
no  more  idea  of  attracting  Mr.  Walpole  to  her  as  a  lover  than  she  had  of  the  possibility 
of  any  one  suspecting  her  of  such  an  intention ;  and  indulged  her  lively  fe^ings»  and 
the  violent  fsnoy  she  had  taken  for  his  conversation  and  character,  in  eveiy  ezpressioD 
of  admiration  and  attachment  which  she  really  felt,  and  which  she  never  supposed 
capable  of  misintezpretation.  By  himself  they  were  not  misinterpreted ;  but  he 
seems  to  have  had  ever  before  his  eyes  a  veiy  unneoessaiy  dread  of  their  being  so  by 
•then — a  fear  lest  Madame  du  DeiRmd*s  extreme  partiality  and  high  opinion  should 
expose  him  to  suspicions  of  entertaining  the  same  opinion  of  himself,  or  of  its  leading 
her  to  some  extravagant  mark  of  attachment ;  and  all  this,  he  pemaded  himsel(  was 
to  be  exposed  in  tibdr  letters  to  all  the  clerks  of  the  postoffioe  at  Paris  and  aU  the 
idlers  at  YendUea.  This  accounts  for  the  ungradons  language  in  wldch  lie 
often  repUed  to  the  impoztnnitlea  of  her  anxious  affection;  a  language  so  foreign  to 
his  heart,  and  so  contrary  to  his  own  habits  in  friendship :  this  too  accounts  for  his 
constantly  repressing  on  her  part  aU  eflfusions  of  sentiment,  aU  disquisitioiis  on  tba 
human  heart,  and  aU  communications  of  its  vexations,  weaknesses,  and  painsL*^ 
Pr^ace  to  LeUen  qf  Madame  du  D^nd  to  Mr,  WcilpoU,^YfwiQVi, 
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ttunk  of  it,  and  have  scolded '  Madame  du  DefiBmd  blaok  and  Uue. 
However,  I  feel  rery  comfortable ;  and  though  it  will  be  imputed  to 
my  own  vanity,  that  I  showed  the  box  as  Madame  de  Ghoisenl's 
present,  I  resign  the  gloiy,  and  submit  to  the  shame  with  great  satis- 
fiiotion.  I  have  no  pain  in  receiving  this  present  from  Madame  du 
Deffand,  and  must  own  have  great  pleasure  that  nobody  but  she 
could  write  that  most  charming  of  all  letters.'  Did  not  Lord  Chester- 
field think  it  so,  Madam  P  I  doubt  our  friend  Mr.  Hume  must  allow 
that  not  only  Madame  de  Boufflers,  but  Voltaire  himself,  could  not 
have  written  so  well.  When  I  give  up  Madame  de  S^vign^  herself, 
I  think  his  sacrifices  will  be  trifling. 

Pray,  Madam,  continue  your  waters ; '  and,  if  possible,  wash  away 
that  origioal  sin,  the  goui  What  would  one  give  for  a  little  rain- 
bow to  tell  one,  one  should  never  have  it  again  I  Well,  but  then  one 
should  have  a  burning  fever — ^for  I  think  the  greatest  comfort  that 
good-natured  divines  give  us  is,  that  we  are  not  to  be  drowned  any 
more,  in  order  that  we  may  be  burnt  It  will  not  at  least  be  this 
summer ;  here  is  nothing  but  haycocks  swimming  round  me.  If  it 
should  cease  raining  by  Monday  se'nnight,  I  think  of  dining  with 
your  ladyship  at  Old  Windsor;  and  if  Mr.  Bateman  presses  me 
mightily,  I  may  take  a  bed  there. 

^  "  You*  arei  »i  bien  fut,"  replied  Mftdame  da  Deffftnd,  "par  tos  1090118,  tos  pr0- 
eeptas,  yob  gronderiu,  et,  le  pis  deioaB,par  Toe  ironiea»  que  tou  Atee  preaqueparrena 
&  me  rendre  faiiHe,  on,  pour  le  moiniy  fort  diBsimiilde.'' — Wbi«bt. 

'  The  letter  aocompanying  the  portrait^  and  written  in  the  name  of  Madame  de 
S6Tign6.— It  wae  aa  followa  :— 

"  Dea  Champs  JgliaSei, 
Point  de  weoauUm  de  iem$,point  de  date, 

"  Je  oonnois  Totre  fblle  paeiion  poor  moi,  rotre  enthonsiaame  poor  met  lettrei^ 
Totre  T^n^ration  poor  lee  lieu  que  j'ai  habitte :  j'ai  H>piia  le  culte  que  youi  m'jr 
a¥es  rendu :  j'en  luis  si  pfoitrte,  que  j'ai  iollicit6  «t  obtenu  la  pennLnian  de  met 
Sonveraine  de  yous  Yenir  trouYer  pour  ne  Youa  quitter  Jamaie.  J'abandonne  sana 
regret  oes  lieux  fortante ;  Je  Yooa  prtftre  k  tons  see  habitana :  Joniaaes  du  plaiair  de 
me  Yoir ;  ne  Youa  plaignea  point  que  ee  ne  aoit  qu'en  peinture;  c'eat  la  aeule  eziatenoe 
que  puiaaent  aYoir  lea  ombres.  J'ai  6tA  mattaesse  de  ehoiiir  I'age  oil  Je  Youlois 
imparottre ;  J'ai  pria  oeluy  de  Yingt  einq  aos  pour  m'aaaurer  d'etre  toiigours  pour  yous 
un  objet  sgrteble.  Ke  craignea  ancun  changement;  c'eat  un  aingnlier  aYantage  dee 
ombres ;  quoique  I^g^res,  dies  sent  immuablea. 

'*  J'ai  pria  la  plna  petite  figure  qu'il  m'a  €U  poMiUe^  pour  n'dtre  Jamaia  a^par^e  de 
Youa.  Je  Yeuz  Youa  aeoompagner  par  tout,  sur  terra,  sur  mer,  k  la  yUIo,  aux  champa ; 
maia  oe  que  J'ezige  de  Youa,  c'eat  de  me  mener  inoeaaamment  en  Fiance,  de  me  hin 
reYoir  ma  patrie,  la  YUle  de  Parian  si  d'y  ehoiair  pour  Yotre  habitation  le  finzbouig 
St.  Oermain :  e'^it  U  qu'habitoient  mea  meillenres  amiea^  c'eat  le  s^Jour  des  Yoties ; 
Tons  me  feres  iaire  eonnoiaaanoe  aYeo  elles :  je  serai  bien  aiae  de  Jnger  ai  alles  sent 
digues  de  yous,  et  d'etre  les  riYsles  de— Babwiv  na  B^irua^" — &bet.  The  box 
and  letter  sold  at  the  Stiawbenry  Hill  sale  for  29L  7a— CumureRAM. 

a  The  Sunning  Hill  watera^  near  Windsor,  which  she  had  been  klcly 
(See  Lady  Henrey'a  *  Letters/  Syo.  1821 »  p.  816).— GimauraHAM. 
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Afl  I  haTfl  &  waste  of  paper  before  me,  and  noQiing  mote  to  taj, 
I  liare  b  mind  to  fill  it  with  a  (ranslatioii  of  a  tale  that  I  fbmid 
lately  io  the  JDicHonnaire  tT Anecdote*,  taken  &om  a  Oennan  author. 
The  noTelty  of  it  struck  me,  and  I  pnt  it  into  verse — Ol  enough ; 
bat,  B8  the  old  DnohesB  of  Kutland  lued  to  say  of  a  lie,  i!;  will  do 
fin*  news  into  the  cotmtiy. 

"  from  'Hum'*  OROpliig  poww,  I  (m. 
Not  AdieTon  itielf  ii  btm. 
Hi*  wmUi^  hand  m;  ralijaata  ft«l, 
Onw  oM,  tad  wiinkls  (boagh  la  H«U. 
DMret^l  U  Al«eU  grown, 
Hepen  won  to  d±i  and  bona 
And  t'otbar  baldam  la  ao  old. 
Bb«  hai  not  aptriu  Wt  to  woU. 
Qo,  Hennea,  bid  my  btotber  Jots 
Send  tbreo  new  Poriaa  from  abort." 
To  HercDiT  tiuu  Plato  nid : 
Tha  winged  daily  obey'd. 

It  waa  about  tbe  •elTaama  aeaaoa 
TWt  Juno,  with  aa  littla  raaaon. 
Bong  for  her  Abigail ;  and,  jon  know. 
Ilia  la  ebamberm^  to  Jnno. 
"Ida, d'ye  hnri    Hind  what  I  any j 
I  want  tbree  maid* — inqnire — No,  ctay  I 
Tbiee  virgin* — To*,  nnapotted  all ; 
No  dmndeia  eqniTocaL 
Go  And  me  three,  whoie  manoen  pnn 
Can  EnTj'i  ahaipeat  tootb  ondnn.' 
The  goddoM  enrtaey'd,  and  rotlied ; 
From  London  to  Pekln  inquired; 
Seardi'd  hnU  and  palaoa* — in  r^ ; 
And  tli'd.  to  Hea*on  oame  \»A  again. 
"  Alone  I  are  yon  ratnm'd  alonal 
How  wlAed  mnit  tbe  world  be  gmwst 
What  ha*  B7  ptoBlgate  lieen  ddngi 
On  aaiih  baa  be  baenapreadlng  raint 
Oome,  tell  me  aa'— Fair  Iri*  tigh'i, 
Andthn*  dlaoonaolato  replied : — 
■"n*  tree,  O  Qneen  I  three  midd*  I  fonnd— 
l^e  like  are  not  on  Cbrietian  gronnd — 


The  Tetj  namo  (rf  man  they  h 

Theaa— bat,  alaa  I  I  oame  too  me ; 

Vcr  Hsmea  had  been  tten  betton— 

In  trinmph  off  to  Pluto  bora 

Three  alatan,  rtem  yonndf  wnnld  own 

The  tree  anpport*  of  VMne'*  throne.' 

"To  Pinto  t— Herey  t  *  orled  the  Qoeen, 

"  What  eao  my  brother  Pinto  meani 

Poor  man!  hedaala,ormadfae*nrei*l 

What  on  be  want  (hem  for  1 "— "  Three  rnriea.' 

Yoa  will  say  I  am  an  nifemai  poet ;  but  erorybody  oaanot  write 
as  fliey  do  mix  Champs  Mlytiet.     Adieu,  Madam ! 


ITee.]  TO  SIR  HORACE  Mi 


1068.    TO  GEORGE  MONTi 

A    i 

Don't  you  fhink  a  complete  year  enoug 
to  last  ?    One,  who  at  least  can  remove 
make  fhem,  thinks  so ;  and,  accordingly,  ]  i 
had  sent  for  Mr.  Pitt.'    Not  a  jot  more  ie 
is  sacrificed  to  their  resolution  of  having  : 
Bute,  the  new  list  will  probably  not  be  <  • 
ingredients.    The  arrangement  I  believe  «  i 
it  is  not,  it  may  still  never  take  place :  it  ^  I 
this  egg  has  been  addled.    One  is  very  sun 
sides  will  be  displeased,  and  I  think  no  side 
cousins,  the  house  of  Yorke,  Lord  George  i  i 
Lord  Rockingham,  will  certainly  not  be  of 
Temple  will  do,  or  if  anything  will  be  dor  i 
are  great  points  of  curiosity.    The  plan  w  I 
and  cull  from  all  quarters,  and  break  all  pai  ; 
From  this  moment  I  date  the  wane  of  1  ' 
want  the  thorough-bass  of  drums  and  trum  i 
peace.    The  dismission  of  a  most  popular  ! 
of  Bute,  whom,  too,  he  can  never  trust,  ai 
discontent,  will  be  considerable  objects  agaii  < 

For  my  own  part,  I  am  much  pleased,  a  i 
I  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  sit  by  and  laug!  i 
I  am  apt  to  indulge.    You  shall  hear  from  :  i 


1064.    TO  SIR  HORACE  M  I 

Arl 

I  HOPE  you  have  minded  me,  and  are  pre]  i 
but  calculate,  you  must  have  expected  a  rev<  • 

>  On  (he  7tb,  tlw  King  addreMed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Piti 
486),  exprening  a  deeiie  to  hare  his  thoughts  how  i 
might  be  formed,  and  requesting  liim  to  oome  to  town  I 

*  "  Here  are  great  bostles  at  oonrt,**  writes  Lord  Cli  i 
great  change  of  persons  is  certainly  rmj  near.  M j  ( i 
setUement  what  it  wiU,  Kr.  Pitt  wiU  be  at  the  head  oi 
aora  mis  de  Teaa  dans  son  Yin  par  rapport  k  Mjlord  1 1 
be  known,  as  known  it  certainly  wiU  soon  be,  he  maj  1i 
Wbiqbt. 
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year  yesterday  that  the  Mmisters  had  held  their  places.  Surely  you 
did  not  think  that  Seoretaries  of  State  and  Lords  of  the  Trea«iiy 
are  of  more  importance^  or  ought  to  be  more  permanent  than  chnich* 
wardens  I  If  yon  did,  yon  do  not  know  my  Lord  Bute.  As  Petu- 
lant says  of  Millamant  and  her  loyers,  he  makes  no  more  of  making 
nunisters  than  of  making  card-matches. 

The  late  Ministers — ^I  talk  of  those  who  were  in  office  three  days 
ago,  stuck  to  their  text ;  that  is,  would  not  bow  the  knee  to  the  idol 
that  keeps  behind  the  veil  of  the  sanctuary.  They  were  content  to 
have  shown  some  dvilities  to  one  or  two  of  his  family,  and  asked 
the  King  if  there  was  anybody  his  Majesty  wished  particularly  to 
have  placed P  It  was  now  too  late :  the  answer  was  "No  I "  On 
Sunday  last,  without  any  communication  to  the  Ministers,  the  Chan- 
cellor [Northington],  who  can  smeU  a  storm,  and  who  has  probably 
bargained  for  beginning  it,  told  the  King  that  he  would  resign.  The 
Mioisters  saw  this  was  a  signal  of  something,  though  they  did  not 
know  what ;  and  having  found  of  late  that  they  could  obtain  no 
necessary  powers  for  strengthening  themselyes,  determined  to  resign. 
They  should  haye  done  so  on  Wednesday ;  but  the  old  obstacle, 
Newcastle,  and  one  or  two  more,  prevailed  to  defer  their  resolution 
till  to-day.  Mr.  Conway  alone  had  determined,  when  he  should 
quit,  to  recommend  sending  for  Mr.  Pitt  To  their  great  surprise, 
when  they  severally  went  into  the  doset,  the  King,  sans  /agon, 
declared  that  he  had  sent  for  Mr.  Pitt  Mr.  Conway  replied,  that 
be  was  very  glad  of  it,  and  hoped  it  would  answer.  To  him  much 
graciousness  was  used ;  he  was  told  that  it  was  hoped  never  to  see 
an  administration  of  which  he  should  not  be  part  This  looks  as  if 
the  plan  was  arranged,  and  that  he  was  to  remain ;  for  a  cool  leave, 
very  cool,  was  taken  of  all  the  rest 

You  have  now  the  sum  total  of  aU  I  know,  ezc^t  that,  half  an 
hour  ago,  I  heard  Mr.  Pitt  was  arrived.  What  his  list  will  be  is  a 
profound  secret  Probably,  it  will  be  picked  and  culled  from  all 
quarters.  If  the  symptom  of  an  arrangement  being  settled,  which 
I  mentioned  above,  had  not  appeared,  I  should  say,  "Stay,  this  is 
not  the  first  time  that  Mr.  Pitt  has  been  sent  for,  and  gone  back 
re  mfectd"  Oh  1  but  though  they  are  not  cured  of  sending  for 
him,  he  may  be  cured  of  going  back.  Well,  but  on  the  other  side^ 
his  scheme  of  breaking  all  parties  may  not  succeed — pray  don't 
think  I  mean  that  the  constituents  of  purties  are  all  men  of  honour, 
and  will  not  violate  their  connections.  No;  but  the  very  self-interest 
that  would  tempt  them  to  desert  may  at  last  keep  them  togetiier. 
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Men  will  find  out  that  the  tenure  of  places  is  too  piecarioiu.  It 
grows  not  worth  while  to  let  themselyes  be  dragged  through  every 
kennel  for  the  salary  of  a  single  year. 

There  may  be  another  difficulty.  Will  Mr.  Pitt  propose  Lord 
Temple  for  the  Treasury  P  Will  he  take  itP  Will  he  accept 
without  George  Gbenville  P  And  will  the  latter  serve  under  both  P 
Oan  these  three  act  together  P  Will  Ghrenville  be  endured  when  Mr. 
Pitt  is  called,  only  to  avoid  being  forced  to  call  for  GrenvilleP  Oh,  I 
conld  ask  you>  or  you  may  ask  me,  twenty  other  questions^  that 
I  cannot  answer,  and  that  a  few  days  wilL  What  will  popularity 
say  to  the  union  of  Pitt  and  Bute  P  Will  Mr.  Pitf  s  fortune  salve 
that  P  Will  it  please  the  nation  to  see  him  sacrifice  a  most  popular 
administration  to  the  fsivourite,  who  fall,  because  they  withstood  the 
favouriteP  Truly,  I  do  not  yet  know;  but  one  thing  I  do  know,  that 
Mr.  Pitt  must  disoblige  so  many  more  than  he  can  content,  that  by 
iliis  day  twelvemonth  I  may  probably  send  you  another  revolution. 

As  to  you,  my  dear  Sir,  I  am  not  apprehensive  for  you.  This  is 
not  one  of  those  state-quakes  that  reach  to  Foreign  Ministers. 
Mr.  Pitt  is  not  a  man  of  vengeance ;  nor,  were  he,  could  he 
have  any  animosity  to  you.  Had  the  former  Ministry  returned 
I  would  not  have  warranted  you;  the  fEtvour  you  received  from 
Mr.  Oonway  may  have  been  noted  down  in  their  black  book,  and 
the  Bed'Biband  would  have  added  another  dash.  In  all  cases  you 
had  better  not  say  much  in  answer  to  this.  The  new  plan  may 
blow  up  before  it  tekes  place,  and  what  might  succeed  it,  is  impos- 
sible to  guess.  I  will  write  to  3rou  again  as  soon  as  anything  is 
settled,  or  if  the  machine  falls  to  pieces  in  the  erection. 

You  will  soon  see  at  Florence  the  son  of  Madame  do  Boufflers,  to 
whom  I  have  been  desired  to  give  a  letter.  As  I  conclude  the  new 
French  minister,*  who  is  much  connected  with  his  mother,  will  be 
at  Florence  before  his  arrival,  he  will  not  have  great  occasion  for 
your  civilities.  However,  for  once  I  will  beg  you  rather  to  exceed 
in  them,  for  particular  reasons.  His  mother  is  the  mistress,  and 
very  desirous  of  being  the  wife,  of  the  Prince  of  ContL  She  is  a 
sgavante,  phihsaphe,  author,  bei  eaprit,  what  you  please,  and  has  been 
twice  in  England,  where  she  has  some  great  admirers.  She  was 
very  civil  to  me  at  Paris,  and  at  the  same  time  very  unpleasant,  for 
being  a  protectress  of  Bousseau,  she  was  extremely  angry,  and  made 
the  Prince  of  Conti  so,  at  the  letter  I  wrote  to  1dm  in  the  nameof 
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die  King  of  Prnssia.  It  vaa  made  np,  but  I  beliere  not  at  ali 
lorgiven,  for  it  is  unpardonable  to  be  too  quiok-siglited,  and  to  drtect 
anybod^s  idol.  Ronsseau  has  answered  all  I  tbonght  and  said  of 
htm,  by  a  most  weak  and  passionate  answer  to  my  letter,  which 
showed  I  had  touched  his  troe  sore ;  and  since,  by  the  most  abomi- 
nable and  ungrateful  abuse  of  Mr.  Hume,  Ihe  second  idol  (rf  Madame 
de  BonfBers,  to  whom  she  had  consigned  tlie  first  This  new 
behaviour  of  Bonssean  will  not  justify  me  in  her  eyes,  beoanse 
it  makes  me  more  in  the  right ;  therefore  I  should  wish,  as  Ihe  oily 
proper  return  to  a  woman,  to  be  of  use  to  her  son.     Adiea  I 
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Thx  Comte  de  Boufflers,  who  does  me  the  honour  of  carrying  this 
letter,  is  Hlb  gentleman  for  whom  I  have  already  told  yoa  I  interest 
myself  so  mobh.  His  birth  and  his  rank,  added  to  the  onoonunan 
merits  and  talents  of  l^ie  Countess,  his  mother,  will  everywhere 
prooore  him  tiie  proper  distinctions.  If  Madame  de  BonfBers  has 
done  me  the  honour  ef  asking  what  she  is  {leased  to  call  a  recom- 
mendatory letter  of  her  son  to  you,  you  may  be  sure  I  had  not  the 
Tanity  of  accepting  such  an  honour  •wiOx  any  other  view  than  to 
prooore  yon  so  agreeable  ao  aoquaintanoe.  You  are  too  just  to  merit 
of  all  nations  to  estimate  it  by  countries  ;  and  yet  if  you  can  find  a 
way  of  being  more  civil  t^ian  ordinary,  I  most  beg  that  art  may  be 
employed  {<a  Qie  amusement  and  service  of  Monsieur  de  Boufflers 
while  he  is  at  Florence.  Madame  de  Bouf&ers  has  done  so  much 
honour  to  England  and  Englishmen,  that  you  will  be  a  very  bad 
representatiTe  of  both  if  you  do  not  endeavour  to  pay  some  of  onr 
debts  to  her  son.     Adieu  I  my  dear  Sir. 
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